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This PDF is to provide bullion collectors a helpful reference guide and cataloging
system for the 24-karat sold gold ingots minted by the Franklin Mint © in their 1977
“The Official Gold Mine Ingots” set. The highest available resolution images of each
ingot has been used.

No part off this Guide may be copied or reproduced by hand or artificial intelligence, or
used in any manner, other than the manner it was intended for — collectors with a
passion for collecting. All rights of the Franklin Mint © and it’s trademark™ , mintmark,
images, engravings, and intellectual property remain with them. This Guide is a free
reference for bullion collectors and is not produced for any financial gain whatsoever.
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HISTORY AND PROCESS

In collaboration with the highest producing gold mines of the era, fifty unique solid 24k
gold ingots were produced then released on June 1, 1977. The gold of each ingot was
directly sourced from the respective mine that it represented. The mines were primarily
located in Canada and the United States, but some were from Mexico, Nicaragua, and
the Dominican Republic.

On the front of each ingot is the stylized name of the mine, and on the back, the
operator’s name, company logo, and even a small engraved map marking its location.

The Franklin Mint, at its peak, employed 37 sculptors who would create etched plaster
plates of stylized coins, medals and ingots.

The plaster plates were around 20-25cm in length for the ingots themselves.

Unlike a casting process for regular mining ingots where the mould would require to be
a negative, reversed image to pour the molten gold into, the plaster moulds were
etched a with a positive image.

These were then used to create the hardened dies using the Janvier-type die-engraving
pantograph, commonly referred to as a Janvier lathe. It’s at this time the image would
be converted into a negative one onto the die.

The lathe is a mechanical reduction engraving machine with two arms, one for tracing
the plaster mould with a fine stylist while the other arm cuts into the steel of the die to a
reduced scale. The pantograph gears would allow for extremely precise reduction of
the design.



Janvier Lathe

The precision and accuracy required to get a hardened pressing
die engraved clearly to such a small scale is quite amazing: 9.925mm

19.05mm



Multiple strikes by hydraulic press were made on each ingot to ensure a proof-like
mirror-finished image. Annealing would not be required for this process as the gold
metal used was pure. At the end off the process they were hand inspected for quality.

Many of these ingots were originally made for the mining companies themselves, then
awarded to employees or presented to valued customers. However, for collectors, the
mint reserved something truly special: complete sets of all 50 ingots. These came
housed in a beautifully made chest of polished hardwood and genuine leather,
designed with a locking clear cover, a space to keep the individual COA’s for each
ingot, and even the option to have the owner’s signature inscribed inside. The COA’s
have the specifications of the ingot on the front and information on the corresponding
gold mine on the back.

The original 1977 price on individual ingots were $37.50 USD and $1,875 USD for the
complete set. At the time the exchange rate was 1.05 making the complete set worth
$1,970 CAD. Fast forward to 2025, factoring in sizeable appreciation of gold itself,
each ingot is worth approximately $400 CAD in bullion alone, with the set being around
$14,500 USD or $20,000 CAD.



METHODOLOGY

1. Reference Number

The reference numbers for the Franklin Mint ingots have been arranged using an
alphanumeric system FM-1 to FM-50 and classified into simple alphabetic order based
on the Mine’s name.

2. Legends
The name of the mine, the owner/operator and its location are listed for easy CNTR-F

searches. There is also a corresponding country flag watermark so that it is easy to
search for a particular region of interest by scrolling.

3. Obverse

For the sake of this Guide, the obverse is identified as the side with the name of the
gold mine. A picture is shown in column 3. Each ingot has a very unique design so it’s
not too difficult to identify the ingot by its obverse.

4. Reverse

The reverse is the opposite side of the flat ingot and pictured in column 4 of the table, if
a image was available. This side is uniform among all the ingots depicting a map with a
star showing where the mine is located on the left, and the owner/operator of the mine

(in 1977) with their company logo on the right.

5. Specifications per Ingot

a) Measurements: 19.05mm long; 9.925mm wide, and 0.707mm thick.

b) Composition: Solid 24 karat gold, pure.

c) Weight: Each equal-weighted ingot is 40 grains or 2.592 grams with a collective
weight of 129.60 grams or 4.167 ozt for the set.

d) Axis: All the ingots were minted with a medal (up/up) axis.

6. Mintage / Rarity

There were 3,478 of the collector sets made, however there is no available record of
how many individual ingots in presentation boxes were produced. The challenge to find
all of the ingots in a particular region of interest or even the whole set, one by one, has
a high difficulty. Most sets over the past 48 years have been split up and the ingots
sold individually to collectors as the price point for a complete set is prohibitive for
most. They remain highly desirable given their beautiful intricate designs, bullion purity,
the gold mine subject matter, and because of the direct sourcing of the gold used to
make each and every ingot.




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-1

ATLANTA
The Standard Slac Company
Lincoln County, Nevada, USA

FM-2

BALMERTOWN
Campbell Red Lake Mines Ltd.
Balmertown, Ontario, Canada

FM-3

BELL COPPER DIVISION
Noranda Mines Ltd.

Babine Lake, British Columbia,
Canada

FM-4

BERKELEY PIL
Anaconda
Silver Bow, Montana, USA

FM-5

BINGHAM CANYON
Kennecott Copper Corporation
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA

FM-6

BLUE STAR

Carlin Gold Mining Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Carlin, Nevada, USA

FM-7

BOOTSTRAP

Carlin Gold Mining Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Carlin, Nevada, USA




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-8

CAMFLO
Camflow Mines Limited
Val-d’Or, Quebec, Canada

FM-9

CARLIN

Carlin Gold Mining Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Carlin, Nevada, USA

FM-10

CIA MINERA DE NATIVDAD Y
ANEXAS

Cia Minera de Natividad y Anexas,
S.A.

Oaxaca, Mexico

FM-11

CON

Cominci

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories,
Canada

FM-12

CONTINENTAL
UV Industries Inc.
Grant, New Mexico, USA

FM-13

COPPER RAND
Patino Mines (Quebec) Limited
Chibougamau, Quebec, Canada

FM-14

DICKENSON
Dickenson Mines Limited
Balmertown, Ontario, Canada




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-15

EAST MALARTIC
Little Long Lac Gold Mines Ltd.
Malartic, Quebec, Canada

FM-16

GIANT GOLD

Giant Yellowknife Mines Limited
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories,
Canada

FM-17

GOLD DIVISION
Lamaque Mining Company Ltd.
Joutel Area, Quebec, Canada

FM-18

GRANISLE MINE
Granisle Copper Limited
Granisle, British Columbia, Canada

FM-19

HOMESTAKE
Homestake
Lead, South Dakota, USA

FM-20

IDARADO

Idarado Mining Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Ouray County, Colorado, USA

FM-21

KERR ADDISON
Kerr Addison Mines Limited
Virginiatown, Ontario, Canada




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-22

LEADVILLE MINE
Ascaro
Leadyville, Colorado, USA

FM-23

LEMOINE
Patino Mines (Quebec) Limited
Chibougamau, Quebec, Canada

FM-24

LITTLE CHIEF
UV Industries Inc.
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Canada

FM-25

LYNX

Western Mines Limited

Buttle Lake, Vancouver Island, BC,
Canada

FM-26

MACASSA
Little Long Lac Gold Mines Ltd.
Kirkland Lake, Ontario, Canada

FM-27

MADSEN DIVISION
Bulbar Corporation Limited
Madsen, Ontario, Canada

FM-28

MINA FRISCO

Minera Frisco S.A.DE C.V.

San Francisco, Del Oro Chihuahua,
Mexico




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-29

MORENCI
Phelps Dodge Corporation
Morenci, Arizona, USA

FM-30

MYRA

Western Mines Limited

Buttle Lake, Vancouver Island, BC,
Canada

FM-31

NEPTUNE MINE
Asarco Incorporated
Bonanza, Nicaragua

FM-32

NEW CORNELIA
Phelps Dodge Corporation
Ajo, Arizona, USA

FM-33

NOME UNIT
UV Industries Inc.
Seward Peninsula, Alaska, USA

FM-34

OPENISKA
Falconbridge Copper Limited
Chapais, Quebec, Canada

FM-35

PAMOUR
Pamour Porcupine Mines Limited
Timmons, Ontario, Canada




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-36

PENOLES
Industrias Penoles, S.A. De C.V.
Fresnillo, Zacatecas, Mexico

FM-37

PENOLES
Industrias Penoles, S.A. De C.V.
Las Torres, Guanajuato, Mexico

FM-38

PHOENIX

Granby Mining Corporation
Grand Forks, British Columbia,
Canada

FM-39

PUEBLO VIEJO

Rosario Dominicana, S.A.

Cotui, Sanchez Ramirez, Dominican
Republic

FM-40

ROBIN RED LAKE
Dickenson Mines Limited

Red Lake, Ontario, Canada

FM-41

RUTTAN
Sherritt Gordon Mines Limited
Leaf Rapids, Manitoba, Canada

FM-42

SAN JUAN PACHUCA
Cia De Real Del Monte Y Pachuca
Pachuca, Hidalgo, Mexico




REFERENCE #

MINE NAME
Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location

REVERSE IMAGE

FM-43

SCHUMACHER DIVISION
Pamour Porcupine Mines Limited
Schumacher, Ontario, Canada

FM-44

SIMILKAMEEN

Newmont Mines Limited

(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Princeton, British Columbia, Canada

FM-45

SM

Magma Copper Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
San Manuel, Arizona, USA

FM-46

SOUTH PORCUPINE
Dome Mines Limited
Timmons, Ontario , Canada

FM-47

SUNNYSIDE
Standard Metals Corporation
San Juan, Colorado, USA

FM-48

SUPERCREST

Supercrest Mines Limited
(subsidiary of Giant Yellowknife)
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories,
Canada

FM-49

SUPERIOR

Magma Copper Company
(subsidiary of Newmont Mining)
Superior, Arizona, USA




MINE NAME

REFERENCE # Owner/Operator OBVERSE IMAGE REVERSE IMAGE
Mine Location
VALD’OR
Sigma Mines (Quebec) Limited
Val-d’Or, Quebec, Canada
FM-50

SINGLE INGOT GIFT BOX
Presentation box used to provide
individual ingots to clients and
employees of the mining companies.

50 INGOT COLLECTOR CASE
Polished hardwood and genuine
leather case, designed with a locking
clear cover and a space to keep the
individual COAs for each ingot.
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