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PREFACE

"Which is dearer, fame or self?

Which is worth more, man or pelf?
Which would hurt more, gain or loss?

The mean men pays the highest price;

The hoarder takes the greatest loss;

A man content is never shamed,

And self-restrained, is not in danger:

He will live forever."
. - LAO TZU

(3rd Century B.C.)

To most occidental minds, early
Chinese coins are shrouded in the same
obscurity as early Taolst philosophy.
Yet all that screens the general know=
ledge of coins is a different script
system.

This simple booklet is intended to
draw back the veil from the holed cash

‘coins of the 268-year Ch'ing dynasty

(1644-1912). It is also intended to
serve the series collector by providing
check lists of mint marks.

It is based upon Arthur Braddan-Coole‘s

excellent original research reported in
the second edition of his book, "Coins
in China's History" (1965).

The map, sketches and layout are my
own. Most sketches are actual’ size and
are copied from actual coins. Generally,
one of a type is shown, although many
varieties of size and style exist. The
booklet is kept brief and condensed for
ready reference.

At a time when many Chinese appear
bent upon destroying their past, it is
hoped that some numismatists may keep
it alive. If this, my Canadian Cent-
ennial project helps, it shall have

been worthwhile.
%ﬁ%



GENERAL NOTES

Only CH'TIEN G square hole centered cash
coins are covered in this booklet.

They were first issued in the CHOU dynasty
(337 B.C.). They were first declared offi-
cial in 225 B.C. by Emperor SHIH HUANG TI,
who also started the building of the Great
wall of Chinal

In early times, only the weight was in-
dicated on the coins, but, starting with the
P! ANG dynasty in 618 A.D., ;bhe title of the
emperor's reign was substituted. 1In the
CH'ING dynasty, the name of the mint was
added on the reverse, generally in Manchu.
Most CH'IEN were cast in brass or other
copner alloys, with medal arrangement (top
of obverse and reverse coinciding). They
did not show their denomination, except for
some larger coins towards the end of the
dynasty (particularly those of HSIFN FENG).
The numeral sysbtem used was:
= = B WEesie RS AC b e s E A
L 2 % 4 S owoe g e Boo e Lo
The T'UNG CHIH coin sketched on the risght
is 10 cash, which illustrates the gradual
coinage devaluatbion during the dynasty.

In spite of efforts to coatrol the gize,
weight snd style of the coins, since their
worth was supposed to be related to theizr
1nor1n°10 metal value, there were great dis-
parities among the various mints. Coins of
Peking anLS were generally of better quality
than those of the outlying provinces.

The Chinese symbols represent syllables
and the phonetic translations are in the
prevalent Mandsarin dislect. However there
are several tonal inflections that are not
readily translated, so more than one symbol
is shown with bthe same sound.

The Chinese Empire ended with the CH!'ING
dynasty, and with it went the CH'IEN, atfter
some 2000-0dd years of exisbencel Thus ended
the officisl use of the most prolifiec and
longest-lived coin in the world. Way tney
continue snother hwo millenia with numisma-
Glets,




THE 10 CH'ING EMPERORS

coinage of the ten Manchu emperors of the
¢h! ing Dynasty showed the title of their reign
above and below the hole. Usually the right
and left symbols were i (T'UNG-current) and ¥
(PrO-gem) which may be translated as "univers-
ally official”. On some coins & (CH'UNG-heavy)
or & (YUAN-first) replace T!'UNG.

Examples of their coins are shown below.

: F
SHUN TAO .
* CHIH KUANG
1644 -~ 1821 -
1662 1851
K'ANG z HSIEN
HSI. /7;i§§f>\ FENG
1662-_ ) 1851 -
1172/ 1862
YUNG T*UNG
CHENG CHIH
1723 - 1862 -
1736 1875
D.
CH' IEN o
LUNG KUANG
1736~ HSU
1796 1875~
1909
CHIA 5
CH! ING HSUAN
1796~ T'UNG
1821 1909~

1911
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Sinkisng was a wesbern Outer Territory
until it became a province in 1883. IG
nroduced colng ab the following mints:

No. Chinese Bnglish BEquivalent

S A S T Aksu
D2 HO TILEN Khotan
25 IE JiE A
54 KT SHITH KR ERE S Kashagan
9% KUU CHY Kuchar
56 IR RRERY e mihua (Urumchi)
97 WU SHTIH Turfan
o8 YEH BRH CH!'IANG Yarkand
Mint numbers 51, 52, 54, 57 and 58 h?d
inseriptions in Turki, on the plgh G, ONSIEs
wise Manchu was uged on the TeVeTSE.




LIST OF MINTS

No. Symbol Province Location
1 AN Anhwei Chiangning
2 .CHANG Fukien Changchou
3A CH'ANG Kiangsi Nenchang
3B CH!'ANG Hupeh Wuchang
4 CHE Chekiang Hangchou
55 CHI Chihli Chichou X
6/ CHI Shantung Chinan
7A CHIANG Kiangsu Kiangning
7B CH'ANG Kiangsi Nanchang
8 CH'IEN Kweichow Pichieh
OB CHTH Chihli Paoting
10 CHIN Shansi Taiyuan
11 CHING Hupeh Chingchou
12 CHING Chihli Tientsin
13 CH'UAN. Szechuan Chengtu .
14 CH'UAN Chihli Peking (Board of Revenue)
5 FU Fukien Foochow
6 HO Honan Kaifeng
878 HSI = Shensi Taiyuan
18 HSIANG Hupeh Siangfan
19 HSUAN Chihli Hsuanhua
208 HU Kiangsi Hukou
21 KUANG Kwangtung Kuangchow (Canton)
22 KUEI Kwangsi Kweilin
23 KUNG Kansu Lunghsi
24 LIN Shantung Linching
25 NAN Hunan Changsha y
26 NING Kansu Yinchuan (Ningsia) 3
27 SHAN Shensi Hsian (Siking)
28 SU Kiangsu Suchow
298 TN UA'T: Taiwan Taipei
30 TEH Hunan Changte
31A TUNG Shantung Chinan
31B TUNG Yunnan Tungchuan
22 T'UNG Shansi Tatung
33 WU Hupeh Yuchang
34 YANG Shansi Yangkao
35 YEN Shensi Yensui
36 YUAN Shansi Taiyuan
37 YUAN Cchihli Peking (Board of \iorks)
38A YUN Shansi Liiyunchen
38B YUN Yunnsan Shunning, Chienshui,
(7 mints) Tali, Paoshan, Kuanghsi,

Tungechuan, Chuching.



T ISCELLANEQUS

Prior to the entry of the Manchus into
Chins, they issued some coins in Manchuria.
These are referred to as pre-CH'ING coins.
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T'IEN MING 1616-26 PrIEN TSUNG 1627-35
During the reigns of the later emnperors
some larger denomination coins were issued.
(See rear cover for some HSIEN FENG coins)
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Durinz the T'AL P'ING rebellion (1851-
1864) the rebels issued a few coins.
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T'AL PING : g I'ruN KUO  HUANG TI
Nost CH'ING emperors had C.H"_
only one regnal title duriang N
their reign, except for &U \_ n{ﬁ ;
TSUI*I(‘Z whose title was OHYL ‘ (3;1["]‘;?,‘
HSIANG “riefly, before it L\ S
chanszed to TtUNG CIHLIH, in \MNAF

the 'irgt year of his reign.
{1862) HSIANG
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