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iPREF.tt<t:E 

"Which is dearer, fame or self? 
Which is worth mO!re, man or ])elf? 
Which would hurt more, gain o:r loss? 

The mean ma.n pays the highest price; 
The hoarder takes the greatest loss; 
A man content is never shamed, 
And self-restrained, is not in danger: 
He will live forever." 

- LAO TZU 
(3rd Century B.c.) 

To most occidental minds, early 
Chinese coins Rre shrouded in the same 
obscurity as early Taoist philosophy. 
Yet all that screens the general know~ 
ledge of coins is a different script 
system. 

This simple booklet is intended to 
draw back the veil from the holed cash 
·coins of the 268-year Ch'ing dynasty 
(1644-1912). It is also intended to 
serve the series collector by providing 
check lists of mint marks. 

It is based upon Arthur Braddan Coole's. 
excellent original research reported in 
the second edition of his book, "Coins 
in China's History" (1965). 

The map, sketches and layout are my 
o~m. Most sketches are actual~.size and 
are copied from actual coins. Generally, 
one of a type is shown, although many 
varieties of size and style exist. The 
booklet is kept brief and condeRsed fo~ 
ready reference. 

At a time when many Chinese appear 
bent upon destroying their ]last, it as 
hoped that some numismatists may keep 
it alive. If this, my eanadiaJrl! Cent­
ennial project helps, it shall have 
0een w@rthwhi1e. 



GfilfER;.1, NOTES 

Only CH'TEN ~- s-1uare hole centered cash 
coins 8re covered in this booklet. 

'l.1hey were first issued in the CHOU dynasty 
(33? B.C.). They were first declared offi­
ci:::il in 225 B .C. by Emperor SHIH HUi,NG TI, 
who ~lso started the building of the Great 
Wall of China. • 

In eerly times, only the weight was in­
dic~ted on the coins, but, starting with the 
T' /\..NG dynAsty in 618 A.D., .the title of the 
emperor's rei~n was substit~ted. In the 
CH'ING dynasty, the name of the mint was 
added on the reverse, Renenally in Manchu. 
IVIost,. CH' IEN 1sere cast in brass or other 
copucr alloys, with medal arrAngement (top 
of obverse and reverse coinciding). They 
did not show their denomination, except for 
some lArger coins towards the end of the 
dynasty ( pr,,rticul2,rly those of HSIEN Yfil\JG) • 
The numeral system used was: 
- = ;".. g_g ;[i. ;¾ -c. A -Jt -J- :G.+ a .::f 
l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 50 100 1000 
The T'UNG CHIH coin sketched on the right 
is 10 cash, which illustrates the gradual 
coinage devaluation during the dynasty. 

In spite of efforts to control the size, 
weight ~nd style of the coins, since their 
worth W8S supposed to be related to their 
intrinsic met81 vslue, there were great dis­
p~rities among the various mints. Coins of 
Pekin~ mints were generally of better quality 
th"n those of the outlyinR provinces. 

The Chinese symbols represent syllables 
And the nhonetic translations are in the 
prevaleni V0nd~rin di2lcct, However there 
ere several tonal inflcct:i.ons that are not 
re8dily trqnsl~ted, so more thAn one symbol 
is shown ~ith the sqme s6und. 

'J.'he Oh i.nese Empire ended v•j_ t;h the CH' ING 
dyn8sty, qnd ~ith it ~cnt the CH1 Inr, 8ftcr 
i;ome ?.000-odd ye·1rfl of e-;,ci.ntc:;nce~ 'l'hus onclcd 
the orn.c11~1. l)SC of' t'rw rr1ost proli:Oc ,rnd 
lon~est-livcd coin in tho ~0rld. Yny th0y 
cont,i.nu0 1mother tv,o rnlllcn.i.n 1:.1j_l;t1 nurni:;;:..,,.­
tl.:;t~ri. 



THE ll.0 CH'Ill"G EMPERORS 

coinage of the ten ii~anchu emperors of the 
Gh'ing Dynasty, showed the title of their reign 
above 8nd below the hole. Usually the right 
and left symbols were~ (T' UNG-current) and ~ 
(PAO-gem) which IDAY be trAnslated as "univers­
ally official''. On some coins ~ (CH' UNG-heavy) 
or 7f. (YU.till-first) replace T'UNG. 

Examples of their coins are shown _below. 

A 

B 

C 

D· 

E 

SHUN 
CHIH 
1644-
1662 

K'ANG 
HSI. 
1662-_ 
1723 

YUNG 
CHEN'G 
1723-
1?36 

CH'IEN 
LUNG 
1?36-
1796 

CHIA 
CH'ING 
1?96-
1821 

F 

G 

H 

TAO 
KUANG 
1821-
1851 

HSIEN 
FEN'G 
1.851-
1862 

T'UNG 
CRIB 
1862-
18?5 

I ~ 

J 

KUANG 
HSU 
1875-
1909 

HSUAN 
T'UNG 
1909-
1911 
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) .. ,nS 

Sinkirn~ WA.s a ~estern out~r Territory 
1mtil it bec~me 8 province in 1883. It 
nroduced coins nt the following mints: 
No, r.:hineso J?nr;~is~_Egu~irnlent 
51 J\ K' T<~ SU Aksu 
52 HO ':t1Il1\f Khot?n 
53 I LI Il:i. 
54 K' E SHIH K'8 %'H Kashr.;or 
55 K' U CH' E Kuchcir 
56 '.l'I HU.\ CHlJ r11 :i. llun ( UruCtc hi) 
57 1.-·;u SHIH ~-'urf:~.n 
58 YBH Vi?.l-{ CH' I/,NG Y <1.r·k.ci.nd 

D 

r.Hnt:, nu11bers 51, ~;.~, 5'1,, 5? .--,nc'l :18 hA.d 
inserLpti.ons in '}:urlcL, on the rir:ht, other­
•.•d.sP. 1:anchu VHS. U!H:d on the rcvr•rsn • 



No. Symbol 

1 AN 
2- .CHANG 
3A CH' ANG 
3B CH' ANG 
4 CHE 
5 CHI 
6 CHI 
7A CHI./\NG 
7B CH' ANG 
8 CH' IEN 
9 CHIH 

10 CHIN 
11 CHING 
12 CHING 
13 CH'VJ\N· 
14 CH' UAN 
15 FU 
16 HO 
1? HSI_· 
18 HSIANG 
19 HSUAN 
20 HU 
21 KU_ANG 
22 KUEI 
23 KUNG 
24 LIN 
25 NAN 
26 NING 
2? SHPN 
28 SU 
29 T'AI 
30 TEH 
31A TUNG 
31B TUNG 
32 'l'' UNG 
33 WU 
34 YANG 
35 YEN 
36 YUAN 
37 YDAN 
38A YUN 
38B YUN 

LIST OF MINTS 
Province Location 

Anhwei Chiangning 
Fukien Changchou 
Kiangsi Nanchang 
Hupeh • V/uchang 
ChekiAng Hangchou 
Chihli Chichou 
Shantung China.n 
Kiangsu Kiangning 
Kiangsi N anchang 
Kweichow Pichieh 
Chihli Pao ting 
Shansi Taiyuan 
Hupeh Chingchou 
Chihli Tientsin 
Szechuan Chengtu·. 
Chihli Peking (Board of Revenue) 
Fukien Foochow 
Honan Kaifeng 
Shansi Taiyuan 
Hupeh Siangfan 
Chihli Hsuanhua 
Kiangsi Hukou 
Kwangtung Kuangchow (Canton) 
Kwang$i Kweilin 
Kansu Lunghsi 
Shantung Linching 
Hunan Changsha 
Kansu Yinchuqn (Ningsia) 
Shensi Hsian (Siking) 
Kiangsu suchow 
Taiwan Taipei 
Hunan Changte 
Shantung Chinen 
Yunnan Tungchuan 
Shansi Tatung 
Hupeh Wuchang 
Shansi Yangkao 
Shensi Yensui 
Shansi T~iyuan 
Chihli Peking (Board of Works) 
Sh[-lnsi :i.:iyunchen 
Yunn~n Shunning, Chienshui, 

(? mints) T~li, PBosh~n, Kuanghsi, 
Tunechuan, Chuching. 



,r:••-------

: 'ISCELLr\JJEOUS 

Prior to the entry of the Llanchus into 
Chin~, they ·issued some coins in ¼3nchuria. 
'l'hese are ref erred to As pre-CfI I DlfG coins. 

Manchu Chinese 
'11 

I IEN .MING 1616-26 
~anchu Chinese 

T'IEN TSUlJG 1627-35 

Durin~ the reiens of the later emperors 
some 18rscr dcnominntion coins were issued. 
( See re::,~ covet' for some HSIEN F':fil!G coins1 

TA~IG _ 

,. _ (:!oR·~~~:. ~~ 

/'*'~ ~\ ( {~ .'~~-
i1~' UNG 
ICHDI ! ~C]l) i! \(~~-J~ 

-~-f:/ / II ~j / 
REv~R~~s / 

/ _/ 

Durinp.: the rc11-.I P'Ii:fG rebellion (1851-
1864) the rebels issued a fe~ coins. 

'111 .(,Jf KUO 

lfios t CH' T'i\!G C! 1n: t'Or.'S ll ,d 
only one rtJ.";nnl. ti.tle 1 l11t'in.~ 
the'lr 1·cLp;n, cxccJot f'o,_., U 
'rSUNG v1hosc ti. tl.0 1:•·1f: ,; ! '1 
lf[ilf.i':G • L'if'fly, • l),')f'ot·e Lt 
chAn,~ect to 'l''lJ.-iG u:tf1i, ir1 
tho :f.'irf-lt y1;'l' of hic- t',"t ·n. 
( lflG~) 

HU,\NG 'fI 
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