
SECTION II., 1911. [117] Tn.-1.NS. R. s. c. 

One of the First Recorclecl Auction Sales at Mon/real. 

BY R. W. MCLACHLAN . 

Presented by W. D. LIGHTHALL, "M.A., B.C. L. 

(Read May 16, 1911.) 

Lambert Closse, who came to Montreal with i\faisonneuve, in 1642, 
was a man of great fo rce of character, as well as of considerable diver
sity of avocations. He proved to be a host in himself in defending 
the infant seit.lemen t against the constant raids of the Iroquois. With 
hi s dog P il otc , so faithfully represented by Hebert. on one of the corner 
pieces of t he J\laisonneuve Monument, he was ever on t he alert to fe rret 
out the lu rking savage lying in wait for t he lone townsman who might 
vent ure beyond t he protection of the fort. In February, 1662, be was 
killecl , while single handed he faced an overwhelming band to cover 
t he retreat of his men. 

Desicles serving faithfu lly as major of milit ia,' labouring as a tiller 
of t he soi l and act ing as clerk of the cou1t, he practised as a Notary 
Public . Al-t hough he discharged all these duties fait l1fully, it is only 
wit h t he latter ,rn have to do on this occasion. 'vVhile his notarial 
reco rds are not numerous and a considerable number are missing, those 
that remain are most interes ting, containing as they do detail s of some 
of the earlicsL business transactions of "Montreal as well as the signatures 
of l\[a isonneuvc, Lemoine, Daillebout, Mademoiselle Mance and othera 
of it s fo under-, . 

Th is document itemizes the sale of t he furniture and other effects 
of Leonard Lucault d it Barbeau , which was conduct;ecl by Closse on 
t he 21st of Sept ., 1651. 

The Leonard Lucault, whose effects were thus sold was born in 
Limousin, in France, in 1626. He must have arrived in Montreal, as 
early as 1646 or 16'!7, as according to the registers of Notre Dame, he 
married, in Ville Marie, on the 12th of October, 164S, Barbe Poisson 2 

a young girl of fourteen years, who was born at St. Jean de i\fo1tagne 
in Perchc, France, in the year 153,1. 

1 l\Ir. Benjamin SulLc claims that Lambert Closse, a lthough always styled 
" The l\Ia jor " by Dollier de Casson, was probably only Sergeant llfojor. As the lllilitia 
of ?llont rea l during the yc:lrd l6-l2 to 1660 never exceeded 100 men, they were made 
up into squads only, consequent ly there were no captains and t herefore no need for 
a mnjor. A Seq::e:rn t-major was suffi cient. 

' i\fot urine Poisson wife of Jacques Aubuchon wns a sister of Barbe. Their 
brot her Jean Pois~on who settled at Three Rivers was the father of the first Seigneur 
of Gentilly, not t he seiguem himself as is as.,erted by Tanguay in Vol. 1, page 492 of 
bis Genealogy. 
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On the first of July, 1650, a daughter was born to t his co uple, 
named Ilfarie, who, in 1665, while yet under fifteen years was married 
to Rene Cuillierier, the founder of t he family of that name in Canada, 
and of the branch, bearing the Angli cized form of "Spooner" in t he 
United States. 

Dming the year 1651 the Iroquois so harassed t he town that it 
was dangerous for solitary travellers or even small companies to vent ure 
beyond the protection of the fo1tification which consisted at that time 
of a simple stockade. In any case no one durst attempt a journe ' 
into the country without being fully armed, with his sword at his side, 
a bra.ce of pistols iu his belt and an "arquebuse " on his shoulder. An 
incident relating to this constant state of peril, in which Lucault took 
pa1t, is related in the following words, by Dallier de Casson:-

" Le 18 juin du meme an, [1651] ii y eut un autre combat qui fut le 
plus heureux que nous ayons eu, car un tres grand nombre d'lroquois 
ay:mt attaque 4 de nos Frangois, ces 4 hornmes se jetterent clans un 
mechant petit trou nomme Redoute qu.i etoit entre le chateau et un 
lieu appele la Pointe St. Charles au milieu des abatis. . . . . La 
resolus de vendre cherement leur vie ils commencerent a la disputer ?t 
grands coups de fusi1; a ce bruit un de nos anciens habitants nomme 
Lavigne accouru1t tout le premier etant le plus proche du lieu 
attaque, ce qu'il fit avec une audace surprenante et un bonheur admira
ble, car passant seul avec une legerete et tme vitesse extraorclinaire par 
des.5us tous Les bois abbattus, pour venir a ses camarades, ii donna en 
4 embuscades iroquoises Jes tmes apres Jes autres et essuya 60 au SO 
coups de fusil sans etre blesse et sans s'arreter aucunement jusqu'a ce 
qu' il eut joint ces pauvres assaillis, qui ne furent pas peu animes pa r 
sou courage: Ce tintamare ne fut pas longtemps a emouvoir nos Fran gois 
qui etant toujours prets de donner s'en vinrent secourir nos gens par 
l'orclre de M. le Gouvemeur. Ensuite Jes Iroquois ayant imprudemment 
laisse aller leurs coups de fusil a la fois nos Frangois qui eurent plus de 
patience Jes t irent alors a plaisir. Les Iroquois se voyant tomber de 
tous cotes par leurs decharges ne songerent qu'a s'enfuir, mais comme 
Jes arbres etoient abbattus et fort gros, a mesure qu'i ls se levoient pom 
s'en aller on Les faisoit descendre a coups de fusil , enfin ils y laissercnt 
parmi les m01ts 25 ou 30 des leurs, sans Jes blesses qui s'en :1llerent.1 

Rousseau states that the four men, thus attacked, were, after Sun
day morning Mass, returning with thei r guns on their shoulders, to the 
hospital which Mademoiselle Mance had set up at Point St. Charles 
for the treatment of the Indians, that the "redoubts" were thrown up 
anti abattis cut clown around along thu road to afford them places of 

1 Hi~t.oi re <le J lontreul par M. Dollier de Casson, Montreal, l868, pnges 78-79. 
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safety in cases of such urprises, that the squad sent out for the succour 
of t he beleaguered men was commanded by Charles Lemoine, ~ml that 
Leonard Lucault, who formed one of t he relieving company, was so 
sorely wounded, probably by t hat first volley of the Iroquois, that he 
died two clays aftenvarcl.' 

On t he death of a man inte tate, or in community of property with 
his wife , it is necc sary, according to French law, to have an inventory 
taken of his estate , o t hat his property be eq uitably divided among 
his heir··. The inventory of Lucault' estate, whi ch was taken twelve 
days after his death, is unfortunately missing from among the records of 
Clos~c. But this loss i~ in a greaL measure made up by the sale, which 
prnct.ica lly goes over t he same ground. This sale was undoubtedly 
hastened by the approaching marriage of the widow? It may be well 
to note here Lhe name.- of the different purchasers. Of the total amount 
of • he ,;ale whic h aggregated 63<1 livrcs 15 sols amounting to a little less 
than . lOG our cu rrency. 

T he widow bought in more than half . . . . . . . .. . 
Jean Desvesnes bought t he calf fo r .. . . .. . .. . ... . 
Lafleche solcl at [otherwise called Sebastien Hodi n] .. . 
Pierl'e C:acloys. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 
.\ndre Dumay. . .... . . .. . . .. . . 
Lam be1-t Clo e bought a pistol, probably to replace 

one lost in a skirmish with the Troquois .. . .. . . .. . 
Fr:mgoi s Desvennes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 
De. patys [oLherwi e called Nicolas Forget] ... . . . . . . 
Desloriers [otherwi e called Robert le Cavalier] . . . . . 
Andre David (N igreL) . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . 
J ean des R oches [Desroches] .. . .. . ... . . ... . ...... . 

Giving the t otal purchases apart from the widow as. 

Livres Sols. 
371 .5 

75 .0 
53. 0 
28 .10 
2'1.0 

18. 0 
18. 0 
17 .0 
11.0 
10.0 
9.0 

263 .10 

In anaJy:.1 in°· this sale and arrnuging and classifying t he art icles 
according to t hei r use, wit h the aggregate amount received from each 
clns., as follows, a rno~t interest ing series of conclu ions may be deduced 
regard ing life in Montreal 260 years ago. 

--- --- -- --- -- -
1 Histoire et vie de J\I. P:1ul de Chomedey "ieur de 11aisonneuve .. .. . . par 

P . Rousse:1u, Mont real, 18 6, page 105. 

' Barbe Poisson, widow of Leonard Lucault was mnrriccl, at Villcm,irie, on the 
19th or November, 1651, to Gab riel Celle- Duclos, nrtcr a widowhood of less thnn 
five 1nonths. 

Sec. II., 19 LI . 9. 
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Clotliing:-

Two pairs of breeches, a clonblet, a jacket, eight 
shi1ts, an old lrnt, a lnmting cap, a pair of 
drawers, a pa.ir of stockings and two pairs of 
old shoes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lb 56 . 10 

Bedding and house linen:-

Four blankets, two old mattresses, t hree sheet s, 

S9 .41 

two ta.ble cloths and eight towels . . . . . . . . . . 45. 0 7 . .50 

Cooking and household itlensils:-

A grill, fom copper pots or pans , four pewter 
dishes, a pail, a water can, a crane or pot 
hanger, a pair of and-irons and two wooden 
chests. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 . .5 G. 70 

Agricultural implements:-

A churn, a shovel, a pi tch-fork , a stable fork and 
fom mattocks or hoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 . 0 2 . 50 

Grain:-

Eight bushels of wheat, one of peas and four of 
maize .... . .. . 62.0 

Live stock:-

Six fowls, a cow, a two years old ox and a calf. . .. 329. 0 . 

Tools and house hardware:-

Five saws, ten old axes, one adze, a pair of strap 
hinges, two door bolts, a hatchet, a billet or 
pruning hook, one hundred nails, some sc rap 

10 .35 

5'1 .S5 

iron for making nails, and a kind of chissel.. 36. 0 6. 0 

Implements of war:-

An arquebuse, a brace of pistoles and eight pounds 
of powder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 .10 S. 50 

634.15 105.81 
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there is no mention of regular fu rniture or real estate in this 
sale it may be surmised that Leonard Lucault neither owned a house 
nor held one under lea e, but lived at the "Chateau" or in barracks, 
along wi th a number of other cit izen soldiers, and used with them in 
common, the dining table, benches, and other necessary furniture. 
And it i a lso shew11 that, from t he fnct that he owned his bedding and 
cooking utensil , fe w and primitive as they appear, that each family 
did its wn cooking. 

I• rom the agricultural implements enumerated, the stock of grain 
on hand nn tl t he fair nucleus of a herd of cattle, which con -tituted 
n or · t han hal f of the whole va lue of the estate, it may be safely as erted 
thaL, although he had a yet secured no re"ular concession, he was 
alJot tl' I a portion of t he " Corn land" that i of public right," which he 
t illed as opportunity offe red or the inces ant attacks of the Iroquois 
permitted. ,\. he owned no large agricultural implements, it i probable 
he hi red t hem from better equipped neighbot:rs or more likely till was 
ac onl I the use of t ho ·e provided by the Society of Ville Marie de 
Montr ::tl. 

1· rom t,he fact t hat he owned five saws, ten axes and a few other 
tools thcr is pres umption that he carried on a lumber busines in n 
small wn.y, cutting down t rees and with t he aid of an assistant or partner 
sawing t hem by hand into boards and beams. 

The hundred board nai ls, wi th a set of strap hinges and two door 
bolt , go to how that he contemplated building as soon as he should 
ecurc hi co nce~ ion from the eigneur-. He evidently employed 

hi spa r t ime in making nails, having accumulated a supply of scrap 
iron forth purpose. 

Th d ta ils of the clothing are inLerasting a giving nn idea how 
t hese early colonists we re prepn.rcd to meet t he rigours of a Canadian 
winte r. H may be pas ible to picture up Leonard Lucault as farmer, 
lumb rmn.n n.ncl wn.rrior wit h his tapabor or hunting cap drawn over 
his :1.l's; his doublet t hrown over his hart jacket, a pair of breeches 
and Ion« stockings wit h . ou liers de boeuf to make up the balance of 
his ouLfit. 

Then th re should be added !\ brace of pistols in his belt, an arque
bu e or a "Ull over his shoulder and an n.xe in his hand. 

Thus hi old document has served , after 260 year;, to afford a. 
glimp ·e of life in Mon t r a l when it wa • fir;t founded, a view of these 
strenuous time. and when the lroq uoi • kept the whole community 
un ler a rms and on the a l rt to I revent nb.s lu te extermination. 
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Fno11 THE REconos oF LA~IB ERT CLossE, No. 1'1, 21ST SEPT., 1651. 

Sale of the movable effect of Leonard Lucault dit Barbeau. 
\ enie des meubles de defunct leonard barbeau cont enus dan 

l'Inventaire qui en a este fnit le deux Juillet 1631: a la req ueste le barbe 
poisson veufve du diet deffunct barbenu faict en .l a maniere accoustumee 
au plus offrant et dernier encheris cur. 

Premieremt, quatrc couvertures dellivres {1, la 
ditte veufve pour vin&rt trni li vres cy ... 23 lb. 

Item deux vieux mattelas clellivres f1 la tliLte 
veufve pour cinq livrcs cy . . . . . . . ii lb. 

Item une pelle de fer une grille une Cramai lliere 
et une paire de Cheuets clell ivre" a la ditte 
veufve pour seize livres dix sol cy . . . . . . Hi lb . 10 s. 

Item quatre chaudieres dellivres a andre clavicl 
(Nigret) pour dix li vres cy . . . . . . . . .. . . . 10 lb. 

!rem un sccau et un bidon clellivre a la clitte 
vcufve pour qu at.re Ii vres cy. . . . . . . . . <J. lb. 

Item cleux feuil!e.- de Scie de long deux de tra
vers et uue petite scie a main moniee del
livres a piene gadoys pour dix li vres dix 
sols cy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 lb. 10 s. 

Hem dcux plat.s et deux assiettes d'est a in del
livres a la ditte veufvc pour quatre livre 
Cinq sols cy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.1, lb . 5 s . 

Item une barate dellivree a la ditte veufve pour 
t roi Livres cy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 lb . 

Item une arquebu e a fu zil et un pistollet Llelli
vres a laflesche soldat pour la somme de 
\'ingt cinq Livres cy . . . . . . . . . . . 23 lb. 

Item uu pourpoint et un hault de Chausse de 
drap et un bas de leyne clell ivres a franr;ois 
clasvennes (arras) pour la somme de dix 
huict livres cy ....... .... . . . . . . . . ... . .. 1 lh . 

Item un vie] Chapeau un J ustaucorps un tapa bor 
un hault de Chausse et uu Caison de fri ze 
clell ivres a laflesche pour quatorzc livrc • cy . H lb. 

Item huict livres de poudre clellivre a la veufve 
pour huict livres cy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .., lb. 

Item hui ct chemises dr l!ivres a audre clurnay 
pour vingt. quatre livrcs cy . .. . . .... . . . . . 2-1 lb. 

Hem trois clraps deux nappes et six serviettes 
dellivres a clespastys pour cl ix sept livres cy 17 lb. 
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I tem une bezegue uue pa.ire de pentures a vecq ses 
gonds un verrottil avecq les goncls et un 
ault re verrouil clellivres a Jean des roches 
pour neuf livres cy. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 lb. 

Item di x Viei lles haches quatre pioches un croc 
une fourche une t h.ille une serpe et une 
broche deUivres a pierre gadoys pour dix 
huict livres cy .. .. . ... . .. ....... . ..... . 18 lb. 

I tem Sept rninots de froment uu minot de pois 
et quatre minots de bled d'Incle dellivres a 
la ditte veufve pour soixante et cleux livres 
cy..... . . .. .... ... . ... .. ....... . .. . . . 62 lb 

Item un Cent de Cloud a plancher avecq des fer
rai lles de lli vres a clesloriers pour Cent dix 
sols cy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 lb. 10 s. 

I tem un pistolet clelli vre a lambert Clausse pour 
dix huiet livres cy ... . .... ..... .. . . . . . . . 18 lb. 

Item deux paires de vieux souliers dellivre a la 
ditte veufve pour dix sols cy. . . . . . . . . . . . 10 s. 

Item Six pieces de volailles dellivres a lafiesche 
pour quatorze Ii vres cy . . ... . . .. . . . . . .. . . 14 lb. 

I tem me vache dellivree a la ditte veufve pour 
quatre vingt sept livres cy ..... . ... ... .. . 87 lb. 

I tem tm bceuf de cleux ans dellivre a la cl.itte 
veufve pour Cent Cinquante trois livres cy .153 lb. 

Item un veau d'un an dellivre a Jean clasvennes 
(a ras) pour Soixante et quinze livres cy . . . . 75 lb. 

Item un Cofre de bois delli vre a La ditte veufve 
pour Cent sols cy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 lb. 

Item un Cofre de bois cleUivre a desloriers pour 
Cent dix sols cy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 lb. 10 s. 

123 

faict a villemarye par moy Commis au greffe Et tabellionnage du 
diet Vi llemarye soubsigne le vingG et un septembre mil six Cent Cin
quante et un 

LAMB ERT CLOSS E. 

Par la presente vente la veufve barbeau cloibt 371 lb. 5s. clout II 
fault quelle t ienue compte 

Plus gadoys doibt a la vente 28 lb. 10 s. Et desroches doibt a La 
clitte veute neuf livres, arns a paye les 93 lb. quit debvoit ainsy que J 
ay mis au bas de l'Iuvent. • 
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Et le surplus de ln clitte vente se montant a la somme cle 132 lb. 
Je lay recceu des pn1ticuliers ninsy que J en f::tict mention au ba de 
l'Invnt. cle maisonneufve 

la presenie vente se monte a b somme de 634 lb. 15 s. surquoy la 
veufve doibt 371 lb. 5 s. partant reste de dcub pa r Jes particu liers 
mentionnes en la clitte vente 263 lb. 10s .. auf 1 erreur de Calcul 

Extracts from the registers of Notre Dame pnrish church, Mont real. 

2. :Marriage of Leonard Lucault dit Barbea u and Barbe .Poisson . 

Anno Domini 1648, mensis octobris 12. denunt iat ionibus prremiss is 
inter i\Iissarum . olemnia t ribus continuis dieb us, omen fest is ob n1tionem 
dispensandi hac in pa1te, licct alioqui pr resente popu.lo, nulloque 
legitimo jmpedimto detecto ego Petrns l3ailioquet Sac rdos . ocietatis 
Jesu uices agens parochi huius Eccle ire Mont.isregali , Leonarclu m 
Lukos !ilium francisci Lukos ac i\fagclalenae Bagaclon paroclliro Aure
liensis ad Lemouicum, Et Barbaram Pois on, fili am J oannis Poisson 
et Barbarre Broue parochfre Sti Joauni: i\Io1tanii in Perch.io in Ecclesia 
Stre i\1ari re i\fontisrcgnlis interrogaui, eorumq mutuo conscn::m habito, 
solemniter per uerba de prresent i matrimonio couiunxi prresentibus 
testibus notis Domino .Paulo de Chomecley de Maisonneufue loci gu ber
natore, Gi lberto Barbier Niuernensi, aliisque nrnltis, eis postea benedixi 
ex ri tu Stro mat ris Ecclesire in missre celebratione. 

3. Baptism of Marie Lucault dit Barbeau. 

Anno Dni 1650 die prima Julii Ego Andrea. Richard Societatis J esu 
vices agens hujus Parochi re baptizau.i I11fantem natam eodem die ex 
pat re Leonardo Lukos et Matre Barbara Poi . on couiugi bus Maria 
nomen ei fui t Imposit um. patrinus fuit D. Paulus de Chomeclaj huju.s 
loci Gubernator, i\Iatrina Adriana Duu.iuier. 

4. Burial of Leonard Lucault dit Barbeau. 

:\uno D. 1651 , die 1 Junij Leonardus Lucos dici,us Barbot ab 
Hirocis vulneratus, die 20 mortuu est, omnibus Sacrnent is munitus, 
et eode. die in cemeterio sepultus est a me Claudio Pija1t Soc" . J esu 
Sacerdote. 

5. Second Marriage of Barbe Poisson. 

Anno D. 1651, die 19 Novembris, denuntionib . prrem.issis tribus 
continuis diebus festivis inter Missarnm solemnia, nulloque legitimo 
impedimento detecto , ego Claudius Pijart presbiter Soctis J esu vices 
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agens Parnchi Montisregalis, Gabrielem Gelle filium Joannis Celle et 
Cel::i. ir.e R.oquer, de Nonan cliocesis Baiocensis1 et Barba.ram Poisson 
filiam J oannis P oisson et Barbarm Broue, de St. Jean de Mortagne, pa.is 
de Perche, relickunque Leonardi Lucos, in sacello M.ontisregali interro
gavi eo rumque mut uo consensu habito, Solemniter per verba de pne
se nt i nmtrimonio coni unxi; prresentibus testibus notis D. Carolo 
Da illeboust Gilberto Barbier, et Lamberto Closse. 

G. Marriage of Rene CLLillerier and Marie Lucault . 

Le J3me Avri l 1665 
A este fait et solemnise le Mariage de Reno Cuillerier filz de Julien 

Et cle Juliene fa.i t feu de la paroisse de Clermond pres lafleche Avec 
Marie Lucault fille de feu Leonard et de Barbe Poisson tous cleux de 
cette parnisse les t roix bancs estants publiez auparauant sans opposition. 
Led mari age fet en presence de Gabriel Celle beaupere cle Lael Marie 
Lucault cle Mes ire P a ul de Chomedy Sr. cle 11-Iaisonneuue gouverneur 
de cc lieu Parra.in de Lael Espouse cl' Adrienne du Viuiers femme de 
Robert Cauelier sa Maraine, du Sr. Zacharie du Puy Major, de Messre 
Charles cl ' ailleboust Sr. des Musseaux, Claude Robutel Sr de St Andre 
Et p lusrs autres amys communs des parties qui ont declare ne scavoir 
escnre ny signer. Et Adrienne du Viuier aussy. Et Gabriel Celle de ce 
enq uis. 

Paul de Chomedey 
C. D 'Ailleboust 

G. Soiiart Cure. 

Dupuis 
C. Robutel 
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