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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE HISTORY OF CURRENCY. 
BANKING AND EXCHANGE IN CANADA 

FRENCH PERIOD 

VOLUME II 

u l GE.NT NEED OF :\LO~EY IN THE COLO:t\Y 
lif. Dupuy 20 Oct., 1727 

l\fy Lord, 

You sec, l\Iy Lord, how great is our need of money in the colony fo r 
11 cxt ycnr; I l1ave begged you in my other letters to order that some may be 
sent to us out of the surplus of the funds to be remitted to the colony, and 
to provide the amount, in whole or in pa1·t, in the Estab"Jishmcnt of the King1 

for 1728. T make the same request to-clay with e,en greater u rgency, the 
colony and all its trade being under extreme depression from lack .of money. 

[Sign ed] DuPuL 
Quebec, 29 October, 1727. 

PROPOSED HIGHER RATING OF THE COINAGE IN CD.NADA 
Jlf. D upuy 

.l\Jy Lord : 
I had the honour of proposing to you a simple expedient for the money 

of Canada, ,Yhich is tli13 raising of its rating by a quarter, as was the case 
formerly; but it must be acknowledged that that would not effect " ·hat we 
may wish here; that it would not prevent the merchant from abroad fron: 
taking away the mone_y by raising the price of his meTchandise in proportion 
to the higher rnting of the coinage; that it would be of some dis:1drnntage to 
the officials and would not place the colony out of reach of inj m-y from the 
reductions and other changes in the currency which are 0 ·oiug on in F rance, 
and which, coming only to the colony out of the sensons and circumstances 
which caused them lo be adopted, will ne,er produce here the same cffocts as 
were looked for in France in putting them into operation. .Add to this, tln t 
they know here the reductions and increases of the currency before these can 
be formally announced. 

A rnemorandnm which will appear to you to be in great detail and to 
remove the difficulties which may be ra ised, as such memoranda should do 
when they are well though t out, contains an expedient which deals "ith many 
matters and at the same time discloses more advantages to the colony. It is 
by l\ L C'11p;11et, DircctoT of the J oma in, ,Yho is au incfo·idual of much intelli
gence and of profound rcflection.2 

.. ........... ... . . ...... ... . .. . . .. . . .... . . .. ....... . ..... .. . .. ... 
[S-ign ed] D P ·y_ 

Quebec, October 27, 1727. 
1 In the first part of this despatch Dupuy gave a detailed statement of the 

finances of the colony. As to the place of the "establishment of the King" in the 
financial system of the colony, see note 1, p. 387. 

2 This memorandum of Cugnet's has not been found. As t he document which 
follows indicates, it was not favoured by the minister. 

20541-38 ~ 
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PROPOSAL TO RE-ESTABLISH A SPECIAL RATING FOR 
C.ANAD rAN CURRENCY NOT APPROVED OF 

"'\ ersailles, 1lay 2-1-, 1727. 
To J\J. D uruY 

581 

I know the full nece si ty th ere ex ists of procuring specie for Canad a 
whi ch mny promote the in tcrior trade of the co1ony, but, apart from the fact 
as lm1lion, on which there wou1d on1y be gain for them if the proposition 
_you made of r aising the ratiug of the currency by a qnarter won1d not work 
as you t hink, because these coins would 1eave the colony in the same way. 
Those which might be minted with a special die would not last much longer 
on account of the facili ty they would have of getting rid of them in France 
as bullion, on which tltere wou1d only be gain for them if the proposition 
of the author of the memor:rndum were accepted, which would be to give 
tl1c111 one third oYer and above their intrinsic value. I t has, no doubt, occurred 
to him thnt the coi ns which are at present in circulation in France are on a 
basis much higher than one third of the intrinsic val ue. I am surprised that 
thi s obsenration escaped you .1 

Xone of these proposition being conformable to the point which one mu t 
lrn.vc before himself, of establishing in the colony a currency which will be 
emplo:-ed on1_y in its interior trade, the question is to find a means of meeting 
thi s requirement.. I am working at it and may be able to reach a conclusion 
before the departure of the vessel. Y ou will fully know at least, by that 
channe1, my views on the matter, if there should be a delay in giving them 
effect. 

LACK OF CURRENCY IN THE COLO:NY 

Colonies 

1lfessrs de B ea11 liarnoi and D'Aigremont, Q1,ebec, Nor em ber 11 , 1728. 

JHy Lor d : 

U. D aig remont. and I nre very much embarrassed by the scarcity of 
money exist ing in Canada. The public hnrn all made representa tions to us. 
by means of peti t ions, to issue card mone_v, which cou1d be withdra,Yn on the 
arrival of the King's YC sel ; the trafficking in personal note ~ is , en 
dangerous :md gives rise to fri ghtful usury, the i11 effects of which are onli 
too Yi siblc. 

1 See the edicts of J anuary 1726, given at p . 551, a nd of the 26th May 1726, given 
at p. 559, in wh ich, particular]~, in the fir st, the fiscal r easons for increasing the ratings 
of the coins were fully set forth . 

~ As usual, when coined money wa s not sent to Canada, or when, for lack of bills 
oI exchange, wha t was sent was r eturned to France with in the same season the dearth 
of cu rrency for local circulation led to the issue of small notes or bons bv th~ merchants 
and these soon passed in to general ci rculation. This occurred in 1683 (see not e 2' 
~- 61 ) j~st b_efo1:c the issue of ~he _first c~n·d money b~• Dei\Ieulles (see p. 69). A 
s1m1 lar s1tuat10n is r_ecorded at this time, a like as to the issu e of merchants' notes , a nd 
the pressure on the intendant to r ernr t to card money. 
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. "\Ve shall look into every means, and we shall not decide on this, except 
rn so far as it is absolutely impossible to dispense with it; there is scarcely 
any mea ns of doing otherwi se. 

\Ve have the honour to be, with the deepest respect, i\Iy Lord, 

Y our most hnmbl e and obedient servants, 

B E.i UHA.RNOIS 

D.11 IGREi\fONT1 

INSTRUCTIONS AS TO DISPOSAL OF CARD MONEY ABOUT TO 
BE ISSUED 

j] [emomnclum of lhe K ·ing lo the ·:Marquis de B eauharnois, Governor and Lieu
lenant General of N ew France, and sr Hocquart, Commissary General 
of lhe Mcirin e, Controller of the said coimtry. 

March 22, 1729° 

His Majesty having had a report made to him on the letter written by th'3 
Marquis de B eauharnois and S' DaigTemont on November 11,3 of last year, 
toge ther with th e petition presented to them by the merchants of Canada, by 
which they requested there should be established in the said country a cur
rency in notes or in some other form, 

Th ese r epresentations of the merchants, those made by the public to the 
sa id s rs de B eauharnois and D' Aigremont for the establishment of a card 
money, tbe knowledge His Majesty has of the necessity, alike in reference to 
interior and foreign trade and to the growth of the colony, that there should 
be a currency indigenous to the conntry decided him to issue the ordinance 
which J\fossrs de Beauharnois and I-Iocquar t will find herewith, by which he 
wills tha t there sk ill be issued, to the amount of 400,000 lines, card money 
of the values mentioned in the said ordinance, to the entire contents of which 
they sh all conform themselves. 

I-Iis J\Iajesty is persuaded that this money will be regarded in the country 
in the sam e manner as gold and silver coin, by the constant application which 
he will make of the fonds to be clernted to the expenses of the co1ony, to the 
rc: tircment each year of all or tl1c greater part of this money, either by the 
sal e of mnni tions and merchandi se, which he will ha,·e seut out, or by the bills 
of exchanp:e whi ch shall be drawn 011 each appropriation, and "·hich shaU be 
paid regularly in Frai1ce in cash, and for the nmount of which there sha11 be 
returned card money of Canada. 

1 D'Aigremont (see note 1, p. 257) was, at the time of Dupuy's suspension and 
recall, commissary of th2 marine and deputy of the intendant at Montreal. To him 
Dupuy turn ed over his functions as intendant, and, on 1st October 1726, Beauharnois 
announced to th e mini ster that he had brought D'Aigremont from Montreal to take the 
place of Dupuy, under the title of administrative commissary or intendant commis
sary. On December 2nd the governor writes again announcing the death of D' Aigre
mont, whom he eulogizes as having been universally admired and respected. 

2 Date given in the mar~in. 
3 Given above, p. 581. None of the petitions presented by the merchants and 

others, though frequently r eferred to, have been found either in these documents or 
elsewhere. 
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vVben these cards shall have been prepared the King's intention is that, if 
srs de Bcrrnharnois and D'Aigremo11t had decided, on the representations of 
the whok cou11tl'y, to issne some of this money or these notes before the receipt 
of His l\ifajcsty's orders, there shal l be taken from the new money the issue 
of which has been onlcrc<l, an amount equal to that which may have been 
employed, or of the notes, if any may have been issued, and that the whole 
shall be withd r awn and burned, an official certificate of which shall be drawn 
up and a copy sent to the Secretary of State having the Department of :Marine 
in charge.1 

sr Hocquart will take cal'e to l1 ave the agent of the Treasurers or others 
in formed of the application which has been made of this money or these notes, 
s11pposing some liave been issued. 

H e will cause to he rem itted aftenYards to the agent of the Treasurer in 
office, in new card money, the sum necessary to complete the payment of the 
expenses for the present year contained in the Establishment of Ilis Majesty, 
for which snm the sa id agent will girn his receipt in quadruplicate at the foot 
of the fom offic ial minu tes of preparation. 

It is His :Majesty's intenti on that the remainder of this money shall be 
locked 11 r, along with the di e of l1is arms, in a strong box or chest wh ich shall 
be placed in the Intendancy office, that there shall be two different locks and that 
the t~rn keys of these locks shall be delivered one to sr Ilocquart and the other 
to the Oontroller,2 and when it shall be necessary to supply funds to the agent 
of the Trcasm·eT fo r the payment of expenses which have been ordered, the 
strong box or chest shall be opened by the sa id sr Ilocquart and the Controller, 
and there shall be taken from it, in thei r presence, the number of cards deemed 
necessary by the said sr Hocquart to be handed over to the agent of the Trea
s11rcr, who will give his receipt at the foot of the official minutes, wh ich shall 
he deposited in the office of tli e Intendant and the office of the Controller; and 
tl1i s practi ce shall be foll owed whenever such transfer shall be deemed neces
sar_y. 

Th e fonds allotted fo r tl1c e-xpe11ses of the present yea r, and those to be 
allotted for the year 1730, proving to be overpaid by the sum of 88,050n 45 2d 
remi tted in 1728, on account of the fond for 1729, by means of bills of exchange 
arno11nti11g to 512,49411 155 drawn on the appropriation for the present year, 
of which His Majesty has been good enough to order the payment to preserve 
the credit of the countr.v, by the shipment he has nude of munitions and mer · 
chandisc to the amount of 60,59711 19 5 9d, and by a similar shipment which 
will be made next year, and as, furthermore, while a.wa.iting information as to 
what tl1 e extra expcnditmes for tl1e years 1725, 1726, 1727, and 172S consist 
in , ant1 pro\· is io11 l1 av ing been made for the service of these two years and 
longer by the ca rd money and the ext rnordirnny receipts from the product of 
th e sales of rn11Hitio11s and meTchandise from th e warehouses. and from peltries 
coming from Forts Frontenac and :Niagara, no bill of exchange should be 
drawn on rl1c appropri atiou of the present yea r nor that of 1730. H e hns Yery 
expressly forhiclclcn sr Hocqnart to perm it it ou any pretext or for any reason 
whatsoc\·e r. He is desirous of repeating i t in the joint despatch, and to add 
that, apnrt from hi s bcin!): Ycr_Y much di splensed if tlie prohibi tion i dis-

1 The Council of i\rarine, presided over b~, a presiden t, had been aboli sh ed when 
the King came to h is maj or ity in 1723. The Department of l\farine ,vas then placed 
in charge of a Secr eta r y of State. 

2 At this time Lnnonll icr was Controller of the Navy, but he was dismissed 
shortly afterwards and , on 22nd May, Hocqu art is informed of the a ppointment of 
Varin· as h is successor (see note 1, p. 357). 
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r egarded, a11y bills of exchange that may be drawn wi ll be returned and 
abso l11lc l,v will not Le pnid. 

] Ljg j\,f ajesty will give orders next year that, after the arrival of the vessel 
li'lii cli will be sent to Quebec at that t ime, bills of cxcli angc arc to be drawn 
for the year 1731 for one hundred and eighty or two hundred thousand livrea, 
tl1rou gl1 wl1i ch there wi ll he retired an equal amount in cn rcl money which 
will se rve for paylllent _of tlic expenses for the sa icl yea r 1731, and the same 
pracli ce will be adoptccl for tli e following years. 

J [i s l\r ajcsty, dcs i ring th nt tlie distribution of the bills of exchange, 
which arc drawn each year commencing from the month of September 1730, 
111 ny be cl one equitably, that tl1crc may he no partiality or abuses, and that all 
the holclcrn of ca rd m oney may par ticipate therein, direct that these bills of 
exchange he Yi sfal by ~ r If ocquart, that they may be furnished only on the 
fond whi ch shall be ordered by him, and that to this end he shall require 
those wl1 0 request bills of exchange to band ornr to him the cards they wish 
to m ake use of in this way, ancl that, after having made up the total, he will 
li:1.ve bill s deli vered to each, at a pro rata of the amount they have clcli ,·ered 
to ~1illl in ca rd m oney; ll1at is to say, if they ha Ye handed to him 300,000 
livrcs wortl1 of card money, and he has drawn bills of exchange to the amount 
of 200,000 li vr cs, lie will Lal"lY bills del i-ered to each, r. mounting to two th irds 
of tl1c c,\l'(l money whi ch has been placed in his hands, and r etu rn to them tqie 
other third of the card money. By so doing, all occasion of compla int will be 
avoided, n11 d the credit o-f thi money will be more nnd more established by 
the exnc t n11 d jnst di ,;tr ib11ti o11 of the bills of exchnngc, w11 ich shall be re<Tu
lnrly sett led i11 Frnnce in cnsh. Hi }fajcsty enjoins sr Hocgunrt to follow 
this anangcmcnt wi th exactness, :md forbids him to ha ,·e any bill of exchange 
deli1·e1·c<1 exce pt to th ose wh o shall re turn canl money in conformity with the 
rcgn ln Li ons. 

Although His Majesty has explained to the :Mar quis de B eauharnois and 
sr ITocqu:ut with sufficient fullness his wishes r especting expenditure so 
tha t they 111ny conclude that he would not :1pprorn of the e,,timates being 
cxc eel d, he desires ag-ain to obsene to them tha t the abnndance of the fonds 
wi th which they will be provided nfter the issue of the 400,000 livi-es' worth 
of card money does not chnngc his purp0sc-, nnd that they must confine them
selYes within the exact scope he has prernribed fo r them nnd observe great 
economy. 

Wl1 en S1' H ocqnart, by the audit which His }Iajesty hns ordered him to 
make, shall l1 nrn .nsccrtainecl the nctual r eceipts and expenditure (a there 
sh onlcl remai11 a eonsiderable surplus fund, all the expcn es until aud includ
ing 17!30 bci1t0 • paid), His Majesty ,rill decide " ·bether he will h:we cnrd 
money lo the rnlne of the surplus sn1 pressed, or whether he will employ the 
:-imount to the expenses of the forti ficat ions; on which they will await his 
orders and do nothing on their own ini tia til·e. 

r iV ot ig lllld] 
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ORDINANCE FOR TUE RE-ISSUE OF CARD :MONEY 

{)rcli11an ce of lite J.:i 11g on lhe subject of Gard Money, of March the second, 
one lh ousancl seven hundred and twenly nine 

RY THE l<ING 

His l\Iajesty having caused a report to be made to him of the situation 
existing in the colony of Canada, sin ce the abolition of ca rd money, and being 
informed that the gold and si1ver coin which for tfln ye11rs p11st: hfl h11s hMl 
sent, for the expenses of the country, has returned each successive year to 
Francc,1 which c:rnses the destruction of the domestic trade of tbe co1ony, 
hinders the increase of i ts estab1ishments, renders more difficult the retail sale 
by merchants of their merchand ise and provisions, and by neces ary consequence 
reduces the foreign trade, which can be maintained only by the consumption 
brought about by retail trade; His :Majesty bas had before him propositions 
the best adapted to r emedy these incom·eniences which are not less matters of 
concern to tbe trade of the Kingdom than to his subj ec ts in New Frnnce. In 
t he di scussion o:f all these means none bas appeared adequate except that of 
the establishment of a card mone,y, which may be received in His :Majesty's 
stores in payment fo r powder and other munitions and goods which are sold 
t here, and for which there shall be furnished bills of exchange on the Treasurer 
General of the :Marine in office at the time. He has made this decision the 
more willingly as he is simply meeting the wishes o:f the merchants in Canada, 
who last year presented a petition to this effect to the Governor and Lieutenant
General and to the Commissary Intendant o:f New France, and al o the 

1 During the period of the demoralization of the French currency, especially 
between 1700 and 1717, few coins were available in France. The bills of exchange 
drawn from Canada were slow in payment, and when pa.id it was invariably in paper 
money at a heavier discount than even the card money of Canada. There was, however 
nothing but bills of exchange to be sent from Canada to France. When the currency 
of France improved, with the r econstruction after the fall of Law, the bills of ex
change once more came into favour in Canada. Under the improved demand for bills 
there was naturally temptation for the Canadian authorities to indulge in surplus 
expenditures, to be met in bills on the t r easurers general of the marine. The drawing 
of bills was therefore sharply discouraged by the Home government. The e:-..--penditure 
of the colony was to be restricted to the fund s and merchandise. chiefly the latter, in 
which the annual appropriations were sent to Canada. The development of this policy 
was brought out in the instructions to Hocquart who took office at this time (see note 

·2, p. 691) , In spite of the most careful precautions, and the most drastic threats in 
case of exceeding the annual appropriation, the expenditures always exceeded the 
receipts, of. which only a mall proportion was in money. The money which came into 
the hands of the merchants naturally returned to France as muc!_i the most direct and 
economic means of paying for imports. Had the intendant been permitted as formerlv 
(see note 3, p, 383) to receive cash in return for bills of exchange on the treasurv 
lit tle money would have left the country as bills constituted the safer mode of remit~ 
tance. Prac tically all of the money that was not privately hoarded would have been 
available for the use of the colonial treasury the following season, r equiring- onlv the 
differen ce between that amount and the annual appropriation to be supplied ·from 
·France. Hoarding, however, hnd always to be reckoned with in Canada, as combinin<> 
with the export of specie in curtailing the money available for current circulatio; 
'Even the card money, as we shall see, so long as its redemption was guaranteed was 
:to a remarkable extent withdrawn from circulation and hoarded by the colonists. 
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r?qucs t:: of the inhabitants in general who have made th1:: same representa
f1 011 s, an d th at thi s currency will be of great benefit to trade, both interior and 
for~ig11 , owiJJg to the fac ili ty it will afford for the purchases and sales carried 
on m the colony, whose establishments it will increase; His :Majesty desiring 
to set forth his intentions on the subject, has decreed and hereby decrees, as 
follows : 
. .Article L There shall be issued card money to the amount of 400,000 

hvres of 2ch livres, 12 livres, 6 li\'l'es, 3 livres, and one livre ten sols; of 15 
sols and of 7 sols G deniers, which cards shall bear the imprint of His Majesty'o 
arms, ant! be wri tten and signed by the Control ler of the Marine at Quebec. 

IL The cards of 2± lines, 12 livres, 6 livres, and 3 livres shall also be 
signed by th e Governor and Lieutenant-General, and by the I ntendant or 

ommissary-Jn ten d:1nt. 
III. Those of 1 livre 6 sols, of 15 sols and of 7 sols 6 deniers shall be 

merely paraphed by the Governor and Lieutenant-Genera], and the Intendant or 
Comn1i sary- [ntendan t. 

1 V. The issue of the said 4-00,000 livres of card money m:1y be made at 
sever :11 differen t times, and there shall be prepared for each issue four official 
minutes, one of ,vhich shall be delirnred to the Governor and Lieutenant
General, another to the Intendant or Commissary-Intendant, the third shall 
be deposited and r egistered in the Controller's office, and the fomth sent to the 
Secre tary of State for the department of the Marine. 

V. His Maj esty forbids the said Gornmor and Li eutenant-General, 
Intcn lan t or ommissary-Intendant, and Controller to inscribe, sign or p:1rapb 
:t sum greater th an that of 400,000 lines, and forbids anyone to counterfeit 
it, on pain of being prosecuted as fmi x m o111w y c11rs1 and pnni heel a5 uch. 

VI. His Majesty wills that the card money made in pnrsu:mce of the 
presen t ordinance may pass eunent in the colony for the ,alne written therc-
11po11, and th at i t may be rccei,ed by the storekeepers establi heel in tbe colon: 
in pa_ymen t fo r powder, munitions and goods, which are sold in the w:1rehomes 
of His Majest_v, also by the Treasmer as payment for the bills of exchange 
which he will drnw on the Treasurers General of the :Marine, each ,rith in the 
year of his office, and in all p:1yments generally whatsoever which are m'.lde 
in th e colon:,. of whate,er kind and n:1ttue they ma:r be. 

Hi s :Majesty cujoins and orders the :Marquis de B e:1nharnois. Go,ernor 
and Lieutcn:1 nt-Oencral of N cw Fr:111cc, and s r Ilocqn:nt 2 Commi:os:1r.,-

J F'<t11:,· ll1on noy eurs were normally persons who made t he dies fo r the produ -
tion of fa lse coins . The term cover ed more or less, howeYer, any other s who used the 
dies in s tr iking the coins ; and even someti mes those who were employed in p:issing 
them. H ere its application is extended to include those engaged in counterfeiting the 
card money. The punishment of f a ux 111.omwycurs under the F r ench law ong r e
ma ined the mos t severe in Eu rope. In fe ud:il times their er es were torn out : late1· they 
suffer ed death and in t he time of Ch:irles V :incl Francis I, the de:ith pen:ilt ~- w:is 
inflicted throu~·h t he medium of a ca uldron of boiling w:iter. At Quebec, on the 2nd 
September 1736 the Intendant H ocquart, assisted by members of the Council and the 
law officers of t he Crown, con demned Louis l\follet imd l\farie l\Io re, his wife, to be 
hanged for making and putting in circul:ition counterfeit card money. Other execu
tions of a similar nature are recorded. 

~ Gilles Hocquart de Champerny, Knight, and Councillor of the King-, was born 
in 1694. at Montagne, being the second son of r. Hocquar t de uller. Intendant of 
H avr e and of Toulon . He beg-an his oflicial career as a elcrk at Brest, in 1706. He 
was afterwards commi ssary, first at Toulon in 171S, and then at Rochefort in 1721, 
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Intendant, performing the functions of Intendant in the said country, to give 

becoming controller there in 1725. He was thus qu ite famili_ar with the departmental 
aspect of Canadian affairs, as r egards the department of marine. Under a commis
sion of 8th March 1729, he was appointed to Canada, at first under the title here given 
of commissary general of the marine, to perform the duties of intendant of New 
France. This was the r ank held by the deputy, D'Aigremont, who had temporarily 
filled t he p osition. Apparently, after the experience with Dupuy, his successor was 
appointed to the iniferior status, with a view to avoiding any conflict with the governor, 
until it was a scertained whether they were likely to work amicably together. When it 
was found that Hocquart was a very discreet and good-natured person who got on 
very well with the governor, the latter himself recommended, in October 1730, that he 
should be r aised to the full rank of intendant. This was accomplished 21st February 
1731. The friendly relations still continuing, the King was so pleased with the conduct 
of the intendant that the follow ing spring , 29th April 1732, he was appointed an extra, 
or honorary commander in the Order of St. Louis. The memorandum of the King 
serving a s instructions for Hocqu art was issued on the 22nd March 1729 (see Cll I, 
Second Series, p. 593 , also p. 716 of the same volume, where is given another copy, 
somewh at fuller, of the same date). He is informed that the King, finding from 
reports called for, that the expenditure in Canada was regularly exceeding the appro
priations , has determined to put an end to this. He thus prescribes for Hocquart the 
conditions under which the finance s of the colony must in future be carried on. Having 
appropriated sufficient funds for the regular expenditure of the colony, and which are 
supplied partly in money but chiefly in merchandise, the intendant is expressly for
bidden, under any pretext whatever, to draw a single bill of exchange on the treasury 
in France. This prohibition is extended also to the resident agent of the treasurers 
general of marine, and, in case of disobedience on his part, he is to be immediately 
arrested. This of course did not apply to the bills drawn to redeem the card money, 
which was to be again issued, nor for certain extraordinary expenditures specially 
sanctioned. For the extraordinary expenditures, chiefly connected with the outlying 
posts, military operations, and a supply of presents for the Indians, there are the 
proceeds of the sale of beaver from Forts Niagara and Frontenac, the sale of special 
munitions from the magazines , and the newly authorized issue of 400,000 livres of card 
money. W ith reference to this card money he is to conform strictly to the instructions 
given with r eference to its issue. (See the document which precedes this, p. 583). He 
is particularly enjoined to send to the Home government, through the Minister of 
Marine, full accounts of all receipts and e)rpenditures. As will be seen from the 
documents which follow, and a s may be gathered from his own later reports and those 
of his successor in office, the famous Bigot, the intendant did not adhere very closely 
to these str ict instructions. He thus furnished an example which his able but more 
unscrupulous successor improved u pon to a very extensive degree, especially in the last 
years of the colony under French rule. Joint instructions to the governor and inten
dant were issued April 19th, 1729, given in the same volume as the above, p. 752. They 
dealt more ful ly with t h e r espective duties and powers of the governor and intendant 
with a view to avoiding future conflicts of authority. Though not very e..··-rnct in his 
finan cial accounting and rather lax in checking up the tendencies to extravagance in 

. others, Hocquart was essentially h onest, as a lso industrious and zealous in the dis-
charge of h is general duties. He took a specia l interest in the development of the 
1·esources of the colony, especially in connection with shipping and naval stores; indeed 
his tenure of office marked one of the most prosperous periods in the history of the 
colony u nder French rule. The minister, Maurepas, extending to Canada his patronage 
of science and the arts, requ est ed Hocquart to promote these interests in Canada and 
to confer with those competent to afford sound advice in these matters, a commission 
with which the intendant was in entire sympathy. He complained from time to time of 
the increasing cost of living in Canada, especially during the war period between 1745 
and 1747, and urged increases of remuneration for both himself and his associates. 
Writing to the minister on 28th October 1747, he says he is a ruined man and asks to 
be r ecalled. His request was complied with, 6th March 1748, but he was instructed to 
continue to a ct until the a rrival of his successor, Bigot, then in France. Giving up his 
position in September, he r eturned to France in the autumn, and the following year was 
appointed intendant at Brest. This position he held until 1764 when he was appointed 
to a virtual sin ecure as Intendant of the Personnel of the Fleet (lntl'11.dmit des Classes). 
H e died 1st April 1783, at the age of eighty-nine. 

26541-39 
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th eir attenti on to tli e execution of the pTese11 t ord inance, which shall be regis
terecl i11 th e office of tLe Controller of :Marine at Quebec. 

Done at :i\ larly, tlie second i\farch, one tho nsand sc1·en hundred an<l 
twenty nine. 

A nd iindernealh, 

[Bignecl] Lourn 

B y the King 

[Bignecl] P lfELYPEAUX 

A n cl sealed wilh the small seal. 

P R OHlBlT I ON OF ISSUE OF CARD MON E Y ON LOCAL 
AUTIIOR[TY 

Versailles, April 12, 1720. 

T o :i\fEssn s DE BEAUHARxors ,\ X D D.a1.1GRE) fO:KT 

Gentlemen, 

I have received the Jetter yon ,n-o te to rne on N ovember 111 of ]ast year, 
with the petit ion presented to you Ly the the merchants and inhabitants of Can
ada, by which they barn requ ested that there be put into circulation a currency 
of notes or otherwise, to supply the scarci ty of money existing in the country. 

This request and tbat wbi ch yon ment ioned having been made by the 
public to have card money issued, causes me to fear that you have decided to 
do this without awaiting the orders of the King, which would meet with the 
serious di sapproval of His :Majesty. H e direc ted me to write to you that his 
inten1ion is that you should not issue eith er card money 0 1· notes, and that, in 
case yon had taken this step, yon must cease absolutely from distribnting them. 
Y on will learn , on the anival of the Elez1hant, the measnres which have been 
tak en to pl'ovitle the necessary fo nds fo r the expenses not only of this year, 
but i!lso those of 1730. 

[Not signedl 

ATTEMPTS OF CERTAIN :i\IEHrtHAN TS TO PROFIT FROM THE 
SHORT.AGE OF :MONEY AT THE COLONY'S EXPENSE 

Canada :May 10, 1729 

:uy J.orcl: 
M essrs cle B eaitharnois and S illy 

Th e scarcity of coin (of wh ich we had the honour to inform yon last 
antnrnn) has exc:ited among the greater number of the foreign , and some 

1 Given at p . 581. Th is indicat es that they might be driven to the issue of card 
mon ey withou t wait ing fo r ins t rnctions. Should this have taken place, provis ion is 
made, in the last document but one, above, for disposing of this partial issue. (Se 
p , 583.) 

2G5 41-39 ~ 
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of tbe 1·esident, merchants, an inordinate desire to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the colony, in order to return to Fra11ce with the fruits of their 
illicit gains. They Lave sought to profit from the grievous situation existing 
here on account of the shortage of money. With a view to making consider
able profits they have bought up all the wheat in the District of Montreal and 
a good part of that of the District of Quebec, which they have put in storage 
throughout the countryside and which they have converted into flour and 
biscuit. The inhabitants have sold most of their whea t without inconveni
encing themselves, as tbey Lave.been able to take what they want for their 
seeding. From this cause, liiy Lord, has arisen a sort of scarcity in the midst 
of abundance. Several parishes in which the crop has not been good have sent 
to Quebec to ask us for wheat for seed ing purposes and for sustenance. Some, 
e,,en of those who are not suffering from scarcity, imagining that wheat was 
going to be delivered to them at the expense of the Ki.ng, have presented them
selves to ask for it; but as the colony does not lack wheat we have contented 
ourselves with facili tating the purchase of it by those who h ave a real need of 
it, in engaging merchants who have col lected large amounts to deliver the 
quantity applied for, taking the products or the provisions of the inh abitants 
who l1 ave the mean of payment, and security for payment from those who 
ha,,e 11 0 means. 

We hope that, with these precautions and those which have been taken 
in the Dist_rict of Montreal, the colony -will not suffeT from misforhme, the 
r esults of which might be very distressing if there had been any delay in 
applying the remedy. 

[Signed] BE.,\.UHARXOJS. SILLY. 1 

Quebec, 10 th 1.Iay, 172D. 

1 J ean-Bapti ste de Silly was at this time acting as deputy intendant in place of 
D' Aigremont who had died the previous a utumn, after the departure of the vessels for 
France. He had long been in t he service of the Naval Department as a clerk. In 1721 
he was commissary intendant at Havre, and in t hat capacity was asked to send on to 
Paris, by water, two cases which had arrived from Canada containing a plan in relief 
of the town of Quebec. In Augus t 1724 he was chief clerk or ag-ent of the Navy at 
Rou cn, and in 1727 was t he regular commissary of the Navy at Rochefort. On May 
24th 1728 he was informed· by the minister that the King was sending h im to Quebec 
to act as commissary in the Navy to assist the Intendant Dupuy. In a despatch of the 
same date to Dupuy the minister recommends de S illy to him as a very good: man who 
has had long service in the Navy Department. He was then about forty years of age. 
Soon after his arrival in Canada Dupuy resigned as intendant, transferring the office 
to h is deputy, D'Aigremont, who came down from Montreal, and de Silly was sent 
there to take his place as deputy. This arrangement was subsequently approved of by the 
minister. On t he 9th December , 1728, de Silly writes to the minister announcing the 
death of D' Aigremont and hi s having taken over the duties of the posi tion at Quebec. 
This arrangement was disputed by the controller, Lanoullier, who claimed the right to 
succeed as actin g intendant, but the minister declared that he had no such ri o-ht to the 
position . On 30th April 1729 de Silly reports that he is carrying on the affairs 
D 'Aigremont had in hand, and r eports on various special subjects. When Hocquart 
arrived and took over th e duties of in tendant, h e r eported, 25th October 1729 that he 
had appointed de Silly as h is deputy at Montreal, where the latter had arran:,.ed with 
a contractor named Bellevi_lle to ~ontinue the_ ' "'.or!~ of circu~wallation. De Silly found, 
however , that the Canadian climate was mJunous to his health his lun o-s b eino
a~parently a!fected, and i? the la tter. p~rt of 1729 h e request ed that he migh t be per': 
mitted to retire on a pension . The rnmister was favourable but indicated the difficultv 
of securing a pens!on for one whose age :was not more advanced. However he 
managed to secure h im an allowance of 1,200 hvres. After remaining a time in Fr;,nce 
de Sill_Y was appointed controller of the colony of Cayenne in 1735. H e died there· th~ 
followmg year. 
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DETAILS IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE 
NE"\,V CARDS 

I 

Canada October 25, 1729 

Messrs de B eauharnois and Hocquart 
My Lord, 

M . Hocquar t had the honour to inform you in Paris that he had made a 
pnrcli:1sc of about 2,000 sets of cards, blank on both sirles, to provide for the 
making o:f the card money ordered by His ~Iaj esty. Tim thirds of them have 
been soaked i11 water and entirely ruined in the ,neck of the King's ship. We 
shall be obliged to use ordinary c~uds for the mabng of a part of this money. 

"\V c beg yon, j\Iy Lord, to ha Ye sent by next yea r's ship 2,000 sets of 52 
cards each, in order that we may be in a position to mnke new money in case 
the first be counterfeited, unless yon would prefer, j\Iy Lord, to give orders 
in Pari s to have the money prepared, observing the precautions set forth in 
the memorandum herewith: by this means a considerable labour will be 
avo id ed by the Controller of the :Marine, who would be more usefully employed 
in working at financial matters, or in relie, ing :M. Fiocqnart in this par t of his 
ser vice, for wh ich he is so emillen tly suited. 

[Signed] BEA UI-IARNOIS. HocQUART. 

Quebec, October 29, 1729. 

II 

Herewith attached are seven specimens of the different denom ination~ 
from 2411 to 7s 6<1, as they have been issued in Canada in 1729.1 

4,000 cards 
10,000 " 
10,000 " 
10,000 " 
20,000 " 
50,330 " 
70,004 " 

174-,334 
---

of 2411 

"1211 

" Gil 
" 311 
" 11 

" 
" 

TO WIT 

making . . .... . . ....... ...... .. .. . . . 
" 
" 
" 

10s m:1 king .. .. . .. .... • • .. • • • • · • • • • · 
15s " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 

7s 5c1 making .......... • • . . .. • • • • • • 

06,00011 
120,000 

60,000 
30,000 
30,000 
37,747 .10 
26,251.10 

399,999. 

Let there be made the number of 174-,33-1 ca rds sim ilar to th e specimens 
herewith, 011 which engrave the mnue of the Controller, the yea r, the denomi
nations and the names of l\Iessrs. Beauharnois and Hocquart also, just as the 
whole is wri tten in the specimens. 

Send three new dies, one with the arms of His Uaje ty which will be 
11laccd at the head, and two others, the fi rst ,rith the- arms of :M. de Beanhar-

1 For samples of these, see plate IV_ 
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nois and the second with those oi W H ocqu art, to employ in stamping the said 
money at Qn ebec. 

Th ese <lies must be difficult to counterfeit and well cut. 
One rn igl1t add a vignette on the back of each of the sa id cards. 

[Not signed.] 
Quebec, October 25, 1729. 

III 

Card ]If oney Canada October 25, 1729 

lvlessrs de B eauharnois and Hocquarl 
:My Lord, 

Th e :i\rarquis de Beauh arnois and sr H ocquart have the honour to reply 
to the King's memoir of the 22nd March last,1 respecting card money, the issue 
of which the King ordered by bis ordinance of the 2nd of the said month2 

attached to the memoir. They have had this ordinance published at Quebec, 
:Montrea l and T lnee Rivers, in pursuance of which they have issued this 
money to the rnlne of 63,33711 lOS, in accordance with the official minnte here
wiLh, which sum has been handed over to sr Bauve,3 appointed by sr Hocquart 
to perform the duties of the Treasurer, fo r which he has given his receipt at 
the foo t of the official minutes deposited in the office of the Intendant and that 
of the Controller. The dies of His :Majesty's arms have been placed in the 
strong box at the office of the Intendant under two keys, one in the care of sr 
Hocquart, the other in that of sr Varin,4 the Controller; we shall observe the 
same form ali ties ns ,rn continue to issue this money. 

srs de Bcnuharnois, Daigremont, De-puis, and sr de Silly, Commissary
Intendnnt, having received no representations from merchants and inhabitants 

1 See p. 583. 2 See p. 589. 
3 Nicolas Bauve was t he son of Pierre Bauve a master carpenter at the Seminary 

of St. Sulpice, Paris. Having applied to the intendant for a clerical posit ion, Hocquart 
had apparently engaged him with some others, in 1728, as a temporary employee, and 
a sked th e mini ster for an increased allowance for Bauve and another and, if possible, 
permanent appointments for them as writers or clerks. On 2nd May 1729 the minister 
r epl ied stating that the allowances for the temporary clerks must be reduced, and that 
it w.as impossible to grant a commission for Sr. Bauve as a writer or clerk, although 
he agreed to his r emaining in a temporary capacity. On the 22nd of the same month an 
Order of the King was issued dism issing Lanoul lier from the joint positions of con
troller of the Navy and agent at Quebec of the Treasurers General of Marine. On 
receiving this in struction, Hocquart provisionally apppinted Bauve to the latter position, 
Varin becoming controller shortly afterwards. Taschereau, however, was appointed . 
by the minister to the position of agent of the Treasurer s General, and returned to 
Canada in 1732 (see note 1, p. 635). Meantime the m inister had asked the intendant 
to inform h im of the services of Bauve, indicating that if he has proved efficient he 
may be employed elsewhere. When Taschereau came out and took over the office of the 
colonial treasury he declined! to be responsible for any financi a l operations of his pre
decessor, r equiring that Sr. Bauve should · account directly and personally for all his 
operations while filli ng the office. In this contention he was supported by t he minister. 

•1 J ean Victor Varin de la M:arre played a very important part in Cana dian financial 
affairs for some th irty years. After Bigot he was probably the most deeply involved 
in th e economic and adminis trative scandals of the .colony during the last decade of 
French rule. Like Bi_got, aiso, h e wa_s a m an of exceptional ability, and during the 
fi r st twenty years of h is official C!lre~r m the_ c<;1lony ~vas con_s~antly eulogized, especially 
by the Inten~ant Hocquart, for his h igh admmi~t~ative qualities a nd pract ical efficiency. 
He was also repeatedly commended by the Mm1ster of Marine. His development of 
corrupt practices in connect ion with the public expenditures ·seems to have coincided 
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asking fo r the issue of a circul ating medium, and srs de Beauharnois and 

very nearly with his assocation with Bigot, after 1748. His previous excellent record 
permitted him for a time to escape direct criticism in connection with the known 
malversation of subordinates, who, however, could not have carried on their fraudulent 
practices without the knowledge and probably conniv:!nce of t heir superiors. Varin 
was a clerk in the Marine Department at R-Ochefort, from 1721 at .Jeast. ·when , in 
1729, Lanonllier was dismissed and h is functions divided, Varin , on the 22nd May of 
that year , w?,s appointed to take over the dut ies of Controiler of t he Marine in Canada. 
His official career in Canada thus practically coincided with Hocquart's long tenur e of 
the office of Intendant. With the zeal of an iefficient an d upright servant cf t he King, 
once he had become acquainted with the details of his office, he called upon the Inten
dant, 15th September 1730, to seize the effects of his predecessor La noul!i er, whose 
accounts showed deficits indicating serious irregularities. His suspicions were of course 
well founded , and his zeal was commended by both the I ntendant and Minister. The 
Intendant repeated his eulogies practically annually for the next ten year s . Varin 
having- a sharp eye for h \s pe~·sonal advantage , v,as not content to allow virtue to 
procure its own reward . Calling importunity to h is aid, he petitioned in dustriously 
for increased remuneration , f r rank, and other favours. Some were gra.ited , while 
others were diplomatically postponed to a more convenient season. On 14th April 1733· 
he was promoted to t he r ank of Commisrnry and Controller General of Marine with 
a salary of 1,800 livres . On the 18th February of the same year he had been appointed 
a member of the Superior Council. In 173-! he received the necessary approval of the 
Minister to marry a daughter of Sr. Beaujeu then employed in a military capacity and 
afterwards lieutenan t of the King at Three Rivers. So much good fo rtune, however, 
only stimulated his desire for further favours . As an accompaniment to the marriage 
he solicited the rank, carrying doubtless an increase of salary, of Commissary General, 
being that held by the deputy Intendant at Montreal. This, however, was too much 
for the Minister who declined to consider the proposal, rely ing, as he ex plained to the 
Intendant, on his marriage to anchor h im in the colony. Varin, however , returned to 
the charge, backed by t he Intendant; but, on 10th Aprjl 1736, was rebuked by t he 
surprise expressed by the Minister that he should so soon ask further favours after all 
that had been don e for him. So much of Varin's official time was occupied by wri t ing 
out and signing t h e new card m oney, wh ich was prepared in his office, tha t in 1733 he 
urged the convenience of h aving th~ body of the cards engraved, so that only t he 
sig·natures and embossed arms would require to be added. The f ear of fraudulent 
manipulation and counterfeiting delayed this proposal for some time. During the 
su mmer of 1736 Hocquart was a bsent in France a7 d the depu ty intendant Michel came 
down from 111ontrea l to take his place, Varin being temporarily sent to the deputy's 
position at l\Iontreal. This afforded h im an excuse for renewing h is reques t for the 
rank of Commissary Genera l that he might qualify for the full honours of the pos ition, 
which liad suffered nothing in th e h ands of Michel. This effort also failing Varin 
ev idently considered that it would be necessary t o circumvent the Mini ster , and this 
would require a visit to Paris and the Court. This he set about achieving on t he 
p lausible, and indeed in a sense quite truthful plea of urgent personal busin ess requir
ing his presence there. After some official delay he succeeded, going over apparently 
in the latter par t of 174.0 and returning in t he spri ng of 1741. He did not acconrnlish 
h is chief object, but t he Minister , Maurepas, that shrewd student of human natu;e as 
r evealed in his m emoirs, pacified him with a gratuity of 1,200 l ivres. It appear s that 
Varin included among h is e1;1r lier acquirements a very fair knowledge of law, and, like 
the Attorney General Verrier, gave lectures on the subject at Quebec. In 1744. the 
Minister informed h im that two of h is pupils, Gaultier and Gu illimin, h ad been ap
pointed to the Superior Council. The lack of adequately qu alified ca ndidates fo r the 
Council is a :frequent su):>ject of com_ment in the official desp_atches .. Presuming ap 
paren tly on h !s legal attamments , Vann had undertaken to decide on h is own authoritv 
two cases connected with the Admiralty Court ; his assurance, however, was rebuked 
by the Minister. It having b_ee_n decided to r ecal ~ Michel from the position of deputy 
I ntendant at Montreal, the M1111 ster, afcer consultrng H ocqua!·t a s t o Varin's qualifica
tion s for the uosition, promoted him to the new post early in 1747. The Intendant 
promised t_o transfer him when th_e autum bus iness ·of _that ye:n· had been completed. 
H e co~plams: h owever, th_at there 1s no one to replace h nn_ at Quebec who is s ufficien t ly 
acquamted w ith th~ deta ils of e_xchang-e and finance , wl11ch of late had become , ery 
complex and extensive. When Bigot replaced _ Hocquar t as Intendan t in 1748, f acil ities 
were thus afforded _for v~n' close _co-operation between the n ew I ntendant and his 
deputy. In connect10n with a penod of extravagan t expen ditures excellent oppor
tunities were provided! especial ly after the outbreak of the S e_ven Y ~ars W a r, for em
bezzlement of the public funds and oth er abuses under the r apidly expanding funct ions 
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Daigremont not wishing to decide without an order from His Majesty, sr 
Silly cleared up and paid these expenses up to the arrival of sr Hocquart: the 
orders on th e Treasury of the Marine have frequently passed from hand to 
h and in publ ic, and have served as money/ contributing to the accommodation 

-of the In tendant and his deputy, together with those of th e other important officials in 
that department. As ear ly a s Jun e 1754, jus t at t he outbreak of the war, the Minister 
writing to Bigot expressed the suspicion that th e financial a nd other economic admini
st ration in Canada appeared to be und er the control of an organized clique. Certain 
officials were specifically named a nd among them Varin himself. B igot was urged to 
investigate , and h e natura lly rep orted the l!harges to be ground less. Varin, knowing 
t hat he was suspected and anticipating trouble should he r ema in much longer in the 
country, sought to escape th e consequences of the investigation which was likely to 
fol low th e war, by urgently soliciting the opportun ity to r eturn to France. This was 
r eluctantly granted t o h im in t he autum of 1757. It did not save him, however, for in 
the subsequent investi gations he was proved to have been one of those most deeply 
implicated. In the decision of the court, of 10th December 1763, he was condemned to 
perpetua l banishm ent, a nom ina l fine of 1,000 livres, and the confiscation of his pos
sessions towards the -restitution of 800,000 livres. The decree of complete banishment 
was afterwards r elaxed in 1780, when h e was permitted to join h is family at Males
herbes. 

1 This document indicates the ear ly development of a new form of currency, which 
was later t o qu ite overwhelm in volume the carefully guar ded and r igorously limited 
issue of card money. The essence of t he n€W conditions and devices may be summarized 
as follows. The financial operations of the French Government in Canada originally 
cen tred at Quebec, but later developed supplementary centres at Montreal and, to a 
limi t ed extent, at Three Rivers. At these centr es supplies were received, s tores issued, 
salaries paid and m iscellaneous services remunerated. The larger payments were 
occas ionally made by orders on the agent of the Treasurers General at Quebec, or were 
disch arged by bills of exchange drawn by h im on his periodic visits to Montreal. Minor 
payments were made in coin or merchandise from the King's stores. This was 
characteris t ic of the decade between the suppression of the card money and its re
establi shm ent in 1729 . With the substitution of cards for metallic money no essential 
change was made in t he method of payment with the exception of the conversion of tha 
cards into bills of exchange on the Treasurer s of the Marine in France. It was soon 
fou nd , h owever, that the payments which could not be conveniently ma de in cash or 
cards were rapidly expanding, especially in connection with t he operations condu cted 
by officers of the government, both civil and military, at a st eadily enlarging number 
of forts and trading centr es a t increasing distances from t h e primary centres of district 
administration. Thi s was particularly true of the operations conducted from r,Iontr eal. 
It was neither convenient nor prudent to risk the d ispatch of money, or e\·en of cards 
w hich carried equal liabi li ty for the government if lost or stolen . Renee, those having 
charge of t he op er a tions carried on at the var ious p osts, wheth er in the direction of 
Acadia-le pays d' en bas, or in the upper country of the west-le pays d'en hm1t , were 
accustomed to make provision al payment by means of orders on t he Treasurer at Queb€c 
or h is deputy at Montreal. But the p a rties to whom these orders were issued might not 
have occasion or opportunity to visit either of these centres to cash these order s. Tc 
meet t hei r immediate needs for su pplies or assistance, or for the expansion of their 
local enterprises, t hey endorsed these order s , t_o oth ers who might in turn do the same. 
Thus they came to serve as a form of loca l, or di str ict currency of uniform value, until 
t hey ultimately reach ed Montreal or Quebec in payment for furth er supplies or a ny other 
obligations to be met th er e. When presented to the agent of t h e Treasurers General they 
were paid in card money, and in the a utumn the card money could be exchanged for bills 
on France. Such were t he central or essential features of thi s m echani sm of exchange as 
origmally operat ed. But t he incr easingly complex and expanding conditions of trade and 
government expenditure, and especially the firmly es tablish ed credit of the card money 
for nea rly twenty years after its second introduction, and which gave to it the stab ility 
and function s of a metallic currency al ike a s a circulating med ium and as a r eserve fund 
or hoard, led to the development of snpplementary and substitutional currency dev ices. In 
the first place, so lo ng a s th e expenditure on government account was k ept within the 
limits of the ann ual appropriations and the amount of card money available for the 
treasury was sufficient to meet the expenditures on government a ccount, all the orders 
issued for supplies or p er sonal services could be promptly paid in card money when 
presented . If, h owever, on the one hand. any considerable propo1·tion of the card 
money which came into the h ands of the h abitants or small mer chants was neither 
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of officers and others paid by the King in this country. sr Lanoullier, to whom 
th ese orders have been presented in the course of the year , has given for a single 
order several notes of a lower denomination, on the basis of value received 
in orders, and this is a boon for which the public is gratefu l. 

r estored to circulation nor r eturned t o th e Treasury for red2mption in b ills of ex
change, but passed into private saving funds or hoards , as was very largely the case, 
then the supply of card mon ey r eturning to the treasury each year would steadily 
dim inish in like proportion, and t he funds available to the treasurer for payment of t he 
orders which were drawn on him for governmen t expenditu res would be increasi ngly 
inadequate. And if , in the second place, the actual expenditure in the colony with its 
en larging circle of outlying post s were increasi ng beyond the annual appropriat ions of 
the Home government, as was notoriou sly the case and in t imes of war in rapidly in
creas ing volume, then in like measure would the volume of orders on t he provincial 
treasurer e::ceed th e total issue of card money, and of course by so much th e more with 
a steadily diminishing proportion of cards being r eturned to the treasury. Under 
these circumstances , therefore, an increasing proportion of t he orders on the treasurer 
must remain in the h ands of those to whom they were issued or those to whom th ey 
were transferred in payment of other obligations. So long, however, as these orders 
were m ade out fo r unequal and inconvenient sums their service as a form of currency 
would be gTeatly impaired . Hence , a s intimated in t h is despatch, the provincial 
treasurer or agent of the Treasurers General of Marine, being unable to pay the orders 
in card money, pr ovisionally furnished for them treasury notes in convenient denomina
tions . This was greatly appreciated by the mercantile element and the public generally. 
Thus the treasury notes circulated alongside the card money until th e treasurer should 
obtain a sufficient quantity of card money to redeem them. But, under the conditions 
indicated, this became impossible even in the autumn when a certain quant ity at leas t 
of the cards were brought in for conversion into bills of exchange. Since, h owever, t h e 
n otes and cards were circulating side by side as a common currency, when the p2riod 
arrived for drawing b ill s of exchange it seemed rather absurd to require that the notes 
should be first redeemed in card mon ey, then th e card money conver ted into bills of 
exchange. Could not the bill s of exchange be issued directly fo r both t he t r easury 
n otes a nd the original orders a s well as the cards? The only question here was as to 
wh ether these comb in ed demands for bills m ight not exceed the appropriations for the 
year , and hence the amount of bills authorized to be drawn . For a time so much of t he 
card money was retained in circulation or had disappeared into private hoards, ,vhile 
the orders and notes in circulation had not yet attained to t h e proportions of later 
years, that it was quite possible to supply all the bills asked for. Hence the orders , 
n otes, and cards came to be all treated as of the same security, and thus freely 
circulated together at a common value. This equality of value as between the differen t 
government issues was specially sanctioned and prescribed in an ordinance of 18th 
March 1733, given at p. 635. As a result of t h is situation the greater par t of t he 
orders came to be issu ed in uniform and convenient denominations (see p late VI). 
With t he g radual disappearance of the car ds th ey came to furnish t he chief medium 
of circulation. Three terms or names were applied to the supplementary paper in cir
culation answering to the thr ee funct ions wh ich it served. The term "orders" (ordon
nances ) h ad reference to its issue by t he I nten dant or other aut horized agent of the 
government, as orders on the treasury in payment for supplies or services. T he ten n 
" rece ipts '' or "vouchers" (acquits ) indicated its function a s vouchers for payments 
as ori gi nally ma de by the officers of government and retained by th e treasurer when 
r edeemed; la ter, when acknowledged and re-issued these were "acceptances" ; wh ile t he 
term" notes " (billets) indicated its function as paper money, in t emporary circulation 
for lack of cards, and unti l r edeemed in bills of exchange. T he cards t hemselves wer e 
essentially notes but thei r form, their direct issue by the government a s a currency or 
medium of exchange, and especially their strictly limited issue a nd prior claim fo r 
1·edemption, distingui shed them from t he indefinite issues of other government paper of 
local an d temporary authority. The frequent r ecommendations of the Canadian a u
thorities for additional issues of the card money indicated the degree to which it h a d 
been absorbed in the hoards of the colon ists. S uch was t he system as it ultimately 
developed. The germ of each feature is presented in t h is despatch and t he develop
ment may be tra ced through many of th e despatches wh ich fo llow. 
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Lack of time and the multiplicity of affairs have not permitted sr Hoc
quart to call upon sr de Lanonll ier to make up his statement of the receipts 
for the expenses for this year, and the schedule of the notes he has distributed 
for value received. This will be one of the first matters to engage his atten
tion :ifter the departure of the ships. Th ese notes shall be retired by means 
of the card money, and bu111ed and an official minute thereof will be drawn 
up and sent to you, My Lord, accord ing to the desire of His Majesty. 

sr llocqnart will do h is best to furnish a statemen t to His Majesty next 
year, r especting the details of the excess expenditures for the years 1725, 
1726, 1727, and 172 , by th e inspections he proposes to make of the receipts 
which ar e in the hands of the Treasurer, and of the extraordinary revenue 
which has been produced by the sales of munitions and merchandise from the 
storehouses and the peltries from Forts Frontenac and N iagara, but until 
these inspections are made we cannot be certain that the 400,000 1ivres of 
card money will be sufficient to cover the expenses for this year and those of 
1730, and we h11mbly request Y our l\Iajesty to permit us in that case to issue 
an additional 100,000 livres' worth; on this point, however, srs de Beauhar
nois and B ocquar t ·will come to no decision without · orders, and it is their 
duty to give Ilis 1viajesty information on this point. 

sr H ocquart has conformed to the or ders which His Majesty has given 
to him, not to permit any bills of exchange to be drawn this year. We have 
the honou r to r eport that thi s withholding of bills of exchange bas occasioned 
much uneasiness among the merchants of this conntry r especting the new 
money, and consid erably dist.nrbs the business of holders of orders or notes on 
the Treasurer, who were counting on r eturns in bills of exchange. We have 
qnictcd them by the assurance we have given them that His :Majesty bad agreed 
to permit bills to be drawn next year fo r a considerable amount. We take the 
liberty of urging that th is amount may not be less than 250,000 livres. 

We may add, l\Iy Lord , that this is a matter of so much impor tance that 
already the merchants of this country are so prejudiced against this money 
thnt they arc cb il_y rnising the prices of the goods they sell payable in cards, 
and th at it is to be feared that the discred it they are giving to them °\\ill 
simply run up the prices of the proYisions "·bich the inhabit:ints bring to the 
market, from which official :ind private individuals will alike suffer. The 
d istri bution of these bills of exchange next yea r °\\ill be made in accord:ince 
with th e inslructi ons of His }.fajesty, and with ont part inlity to,Yards anybody, 
so that all the hold ers of the card money will p:irticipate therein in propor
tion to wlint they may ham. sr I-Iocquart will obserrn all the precautions 
ordered by His l\Iajesty :incl the arrangement prescribed for making this dis
tributi on equitably. 

srs de Deanharnois and H ocqnart have the honour again to assure His 
l\Iajcsty that they are conforming to his in structions that the funds he appro
priates shal l not be cxcccclecl, and th ey will not exceed them except in the case 
of absolu te and unavoid able necessity, of which they ,,ill ham the honour to 
render :in accoun t. They will await hi s orders, and "-ill do nothing on their own 
account re pcct ing the employment of the funds remaining in the hape of 
card money, either for the expc11ses of the fol't ifications or for anything else. 

2G5-tl-40 
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F urth ermore, they will give their attention to the execution of the ordinance 
of March 2,1 concerning the issue of this money. 

[Signed] BEAUIIARNOrs. IIocQUART. 

Q uebec, October 29, 1729 . 

P UBLrC SAT ISFACTION WITH THE NEW OARD MONEY 

:i\Jy Lord : 
Quebec, January 14, 1730. 

The pu bli c are more and more sensib1e of the advantage of card money, 
which is of in fi ni te assistance to the mo~·ement of trade and commerce ; confi
dence will be redoubled when i t is met by bills of exchange, as you have been 
good eno ugh, .i\Iy Lord , to lead tl1em to hope. 

The qua11tity of hemp which has been rece-i,ed has considerably dimin
isli ecl om fo11d s in card money, an d I very much fear that the 400,000u will 
not be su fficien t, for this year and next, to meet the expenses of the colony, 
u111 ess you would be wi11 ing to permit the drawing in bills of exchange for 
values in cards of a much larger amount than you, l\Iy Lord, ham proposed. 

[Signed] HocQUART. 

RE:Il fARKS ON EFFECTS OF THE ISSUE OF CARD MONEY 

F ontaineble:m, April 25, 1730. 
To }\ [. UocQuanT. 

I have received, S ir, the letters yon wro te to me on October 25 of last 
year, r especting card money. You will observe, from the letter I wrote to 
you and l\I. de Beauharnois in common, the intent ions of the King, and the 
permi ss ion Ilis i\Iajesty gi\·cs you to have bills of exchange to the amount of 
250,000 11 drawn this yea r upon the Treasurer wlio may be in office next year. 
Y ou will be careful to conform strictly to what ~rns laid down for you last 
year r especting the distribu tion of these bills. 

I ,vas not surprised that merchandise and commodities went up in price, 
af ter th e publica tion of the ordinance concerning the issue of card money. 
Tli e withholding of the bills of exch ange has ser\·ed as a prete.,t to the mer
chan ts to r aise the prices of their merchandise, and the people in the country 
have fo11owed their example as regards the prices of their supplies. That will 
be changed by the promptitude with which I shaU cause the bins of exchange 
drawn on the appropriation for next year to be paid . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 Given at p. 589. 
26511-4 0 ~ 

[Not s-ign ed] 
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R IGHT OF SEI GNEURS TO OPTI ONAL PAYMENT I N MO:t-.TEY 
OR KIND 

Ordinance r,errnilling lhe S eigneurs of I sle J esus, to have their rents paid to 
them eilher in money or in capons, according to the contracts for the 
concessions, June 27, 1730.1 

GILLES ITOCQU,\RT, BTC. 

On th e representation made to us by the seigneurs of I sle J esus, that the
inl1abi tan ts of that island, whose concession contracts provide that they sha)J 
pay their seig1rnurial dues in either live capons or twentJ sols in lieu of each 
capon, at the option of the seigneurs, want to have nothing to do with this alter
native, and claim the right of deciding to pay in capons, 

'vVe, ha ,·ing rega rd to the said repres1::11 tations, order that, in conformity 
wi th the sa irl contrac ts, the seigneurs arc at liberty to decide for the payment 
of th eir clues, wh ether these sh all be paid to them in capons or in money, as 
shall seem good to them. We enjoin, &c. 

D one at Montreal, the twenty-sernnth June, one thousand seven h1mdred 
and thir ty. 

[Sign ed] HocQUART. 

TYPE OF }[ON EY LEG LLY P AYABLE FOR RENTS, ETC. 

Monday, 1\ugust 7, 1730. 
T he Council hav ing met . .. . . . .. ... . . . ... . .... . . . . . ... . . . ... .. . 

oNSIDERED rn THE CouxcIL, the declaration of the King in inter
pretation of that of J ul.v 5, l 717~ issued on March 25 last,3 signed Louis, and 
far ther down, by the King, signed Phelypeaux, with grill and paraph, and 
sen led with the great seal of yellow wax, by which H is :llajesty orders tha t the 
q11i ttanccs, rents, fin es, and other debts, which were contracted before the 
registration of the said declaration of the said day, Ju]y 5, 1717, and where 
it is not stipulated money of France or T ournois, shall be satisfied by money 
of France with a deduction of one quarter, wh ich is the deduct ion from the 
money of the country in money of France, and that those in which it may be 
stipn lated fo r money of F rance, T ournois or Parisis, shall be satisfied on the 
basis of French money wi thout any reduction. The Attorney General of the 
JCi ng- having been heard ri nd requiring this, the Council has ordered and 
hereby orders thnt the said declaration shall be registered in the registers of 
th at pl ace, th at it may be executed according to i t.s form aud tenor . ... . .... . 

[Signed] H ocQ OART 

1 T his is selected as a sample of many such ordinances dealing with a subject of 
increasing impor tance for the habitants, especially when the price of agr icultural prn
ducts rose rapid ly to high levels. 

2 Given at p. 399. 
s Th is declaration will be found in full in Serie B, vol. 54-2, p. 475. It was made 

in connecti on wi th disputes between the seigneurs and habitants of the p nrish of Beau
port, regarding the s tandard of money in which rents were to be paid. Various ordin
ances are cited which had been r endered by the Intendants Begon and Dupuv and 
wh ich were in confl ict. This r esulted in much confusion , as the propr ietors claimed 
one interpretation and the habitan ts another. To settle the matter the King issued a 
declar at ion offic ially establish ing the interpretation here s~t forth and ordered to be 
r eg istered. 
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OFFICIAL RETUR.r S RE CARD MONEY; OTHER PAPER MONEY 

Canada October 23, 1730 

Messrs de Beauharnois and H ocquart 
:My Lor d : 

W e received the letter you did us the honour to write to us on April 251 

last. 
·w e sent to you, last year, the :fast official minute of the issue of card 

money. You will fi nd herewith, :i\Iy Lord, the seven others which with the first 
make up the sum of 400,000 livres, which have been issued and which have 
been del i vcred successi ~ely to sr Bauve to meet the expenses of 1729 and part 
of those of 1730 ; for which he has given receipts at the foot of the official 
minutes of the issue, in conformity with the directions of His Majesty. We 
fully anticipated last year that there might be some abuse in giving currency 
to the notes of sr L anoul1ier for an equivalent value in orders,2 but it was 
impossible to cl o otherwise, without obviously abusing the confidence which 
inclivich ia ls exhibited in returning to sr Lanou1lier the orders of wh ich they 
were the bearers, and for which sr L anou1lier gave them his notes. They have all 
been wi thdrawn, and if af ter this there are still some in the hands of the 
public, they arc decried through th e ordinance ·which we issued on 1st F ebruary 
last,3 which was published and posted up in the usual manner. 

sr H ocquart has accounted to you, for all the expenses since 1725, up to 
and inclu ding 172 . If sr Lanoullier bad replenished bis cash box, the 
400,000 li n-cs won lcl ha,·e been more than sufficient to pay the expenses of 
1729 aHd 1730, and for the hemp and pitch intended for Rochefort; you are 
informed, J\Iy Lord, that he was far from meeting the debt4 stated by M. 
H ocquart, and that is why he has not been able to pay in card money all the 
expenses or der ed, up to the day indicated foi· returning the card money. 
sr I-Iocquart found himself under the necessity of receiving at the treasury, 
ccr ti fi.cr.tcs of expenditure which were in circulation among the public, up to 
the amount of 10 ,55711 195 10d, no more than 167,79111 25 4d ba,ing been 
pr esented in card money, that is two sums making together 276,34911 25 4d, 
fo r wb ich on 1y 250,00011 has been drawn in bills of exchange, the remainde~, 
which is one tenth , hav ing been returned in card money to the holders of this 
money, or to th e holders of receipts, so th at there remains or will remain in 
the treasury, af ter the distribu tion of the bi11s of exchange, only about 140,000 
li vres, not inclu cl i11 g tlt e returns from th e pcltries of th is year, the collection 
of whi ch can not take place nntil early nex t year, since it is impossible to sell 
them for cash withou t letting them go at a low pr ice. 

sr H ocqna r t will be much embarrassed to provide for the expenses of the 
rest of th e current yea r and of 1731, with so small a fund; he cannot count 
upon the collections to be made by sr Lanoulli er, nor entirely upon the funds 
from tl1e stores. 'll c ham the honour to notify you, Ny Lord, that we may 
perh aps fi nd om se1ves und er the necessity of issuing 100 000 or 150,000 
l ivres worth of money, but ther e is no reason to fear that this increase will 
dimini sh i ts cred it. T he mcTchants did not expect that so small a quantity 
of mon c;v ,Yonlcl be bronp:ht in, and they agree that there is too little in the 

1 Sec p. 611. 
2 See note 1, p. 605. 
3 A rchi·ves de Que bec : Ordonnances des Intendants. 
4 F or La noull ier 's shor tages, in connection with the Treasury, see note 1, p. 357. 
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country as a mediu m of exchange : they have made very strong representa
tions to us on this subject, but we sball not, however, decide upon this increased 
issue except in case of unavoid able necessity. 

We have received the 2000 sets of white cards an d the t wo dies which 
you add ressed to us for the renewal and r eplacement of the old cards. 

We stated to you last year th at the prepara tion of th e 400,000 livres 
caused an extraor dina ry labour, and one requiring a great length of time, and 
that i t appeared to us that it would be better to have them engraved in F rance, 
as is th e custom there at present. We persevere in representing to you tbat 
thi s nol'clty would cause no prejudice to the cred it of this money, and that it 
woul d avoid the very considera ble labour which has occupied sr Varin, the 
controller , and myself part of the year. 

·we will work at r enewing the card money by degrees. When we shall 
have prepared au equal sum of 400,000 livres, we will have the old retired 
and burn ed in the usual manner, an d we will replace i t by new money; the 
dies which you sent us have lines so fine :is to be almost imperceptible; how
ever, we sh all use them for this time only ; we shall not cease, on that account, 
My L ord, to ask of yon cards completely engraved. 

[ S ignecl] BEA URARJ.··rnrs. Hoc QU,IBT. 

REWARD FOR ARREST OF A COUNTERFEITER 

CuARLES, :MARQUIS DE BEAumunrnrs, Knight of the military order of St. 
L ouis, Governor and Li eu tenant General in New France, 
GrLu:s H O C Q U .. \RT, Knight, Councillor of the K ing in his Councils, Com
missary Ge11eral of the :Marine, Director performing the functions of the 
I n tendant of New lTrance. 

All persons of whatever quality or condition they may be, who may have 
knowledge of the whereabouts of one Le Beau, shor t in stature, wearing a 
brown wig, face pock-marked, eyes black and small, and a li ttle sunken, stam
mers slightly , arc ordered to notify us, or even to arrest him, we promising 
those who bring him to us the snm of 300 lines, in addition to the expenses 
they have incurred in bring ing him. We forbid all persons to conceal the 
said L e Beau or to give him shelter , on pain of being prosecuted as an acces
sory to the crime of counterfeit ing, of whi ch th e said Le Beau is :iccused. We 
enjoin tl 1e captains and other officers of militia in the countryside to gi,e 
attent ion to the execut ion of our present ordinance, ,.-bich shall be read and 
published in every parish, that no person may plead ignornnce of it.1 

D one and issued :i t Quebec, N ovember 14, 1730. 

S igned: B EAUTu\r. N OIS and Ho c QUART 

Copy 
Signed : Hoc QUAHT. 

1 F or ear ly cases of counterfeit ing and their punishment see p. 85, note 2. See 
also p . 619 fo r sentence of 12th J anuary 1731. 

\ 
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SBNTENOE OF BANISHMENT FOR COUNTERFEITING 

GILLES llOCQUART, ETC. 

Prescn t lJf a1lre Fran go is Mathieu Mar tin Delino, Senior Councillor in the 
Superior Council of this country, also lJ1 aitres Michel Sarrazin, Frangois 
I:Iazcur, Charles Guillimint, J can Crespin and Frangois Estienne Cugnet, Coun
cillors in the said C0uncil, also M aitre Guillaume le Verrier, H is Majesty's 
Attorney General in the said Council, summoned by us, in the capacity of judge 
:m<l lJ1 a Ure Nicholas Gaspard Boucault, KingJs Councillor and his attorney 
in the jurisdictions of the P rovostship and Admiralty of this city and our sub
delcga tc therein, Commissioner deputed by us in this matter; there having been 
heard by us the criminal suit, specially investigated on the petition of the K ing's 
Attorn ey by our Commiss ion, aga inst Frangois P elletier and bis· accomplices 
accused of m aking counterfeit card money, prisoner in the prisons of this city. 
The first examination undergone by the sa id Pelletier before us the 14th 
November las t, information laid the lGth of the same month, the wi·it of ar rest 
the 17Lh of the same month, another examina tion dated the 1st11

, other informa
tion in addition to, and in continuation of, the foregoing, of date the 20th and 
21s t of the said montl, , re-examination of witnesses and their confrontation wi th 
the accused on the 22n d

, examination undergone by the said P elletier at the bar 
of the Court in the presence of the judges, the 25th of the said month, interim 
judgment the 25th of the said month, declaring that, before proceeding to the 
final judgment, the said P elle tier should be put to the test ordinary and extra
ord inary, exam ination at the bar undergone by the accused the 27 th November, 
eompri ing also the offic ial minute of the tes t and the fin al examination made 
of the sa id accused iifter he was withdrawn, together with the findings of the 
said King's Attorney-General of date the 11th of this month, to whom the whole 
was communicated, the report of the said Com.missioner having been heard and 
every thing duly considered, 

WE by deliberat ion of Council, for amends for the cases mentioned in the 
suit, h ave banished the said Pe1letier for ever from the whole of this colony 
and have en joined unto h im to observe his banishment under the penalties set 
for th by the Ordinances : WE DF.CLARE bis goods situate in the country of con
fiscation, escheated and con fiscated unto the K ing or to whom it shall be proper, 
and on those not subjc•ct to con£ cation there shall be taken for His Majesty the 
sum of fiftv liYl'es fi ne to wh ich ,rn have sentenced him : and meanwhile, we 
order that the said P ell eti er be kept in prison until the next ships, on one of 
which he slrn ll be embarked, either for the West I ndies or for old F rance, there 
to undergo hi s banishmen t. 

D one at Quebec the twelfth of J anuary, Seventeen hundred aud thirty one : 

[Signed ] noc"QU.AR'l', DOUC.t.\ULT, DELINO, SAr:RASIN, HAZEUR, GUILLU.[INT, J. 

CRESPIN", CCJGNF.T, VERP.IER and LOUET, Deputy registrar, with paraph. 

Copy 

[Signed] 

A nd th e said day the present judgment was in presence of the said S ieur 
Boucault, r eporting Commissioner, read and pronounced to the said F ran~ois 
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Pelletier in the Court of the Oonciergerie of the P alace, he being bare of head 
nnd kneeling upon his knees, by me, the undersigned deputy registrar. 

Signed noucAULT1 and LOOET2 with paraph. 

Copy 

Signed 

N ote :-The said P elletier was em.barked for the I ndies. 

IIOCQUART 

COMPLETION OF ISSUE OF 400,000 LIVRES OF CARD :MONEY 

TO irr s DE J3EAUlIARNOI S AND ITOCQUART. 
Marly, 8th May, 1731. 

Sirs: 
I have received with the letter you wrote me on the 23rd October of last year,3 

the seven official minutes of the issue of card money, amounting to the sum of 
400,00011, and compr i::;ing 63,337 11 105 contained in the official minute you sent 
me last year. 

By means of tb i,; issue, the sum of 400,00011 ordered by the King's ordi
nance of the 2nc1 March 17291 is completed. It ought to be more than sufficient 
and I am explaining to M. H ocquart by the letter I am writing him about the 
accounts of the expenditure of the colony, that there are goods and funds much 

1 N icolas Gaspard Boucault came to Canada in the capacity of secretary to the 
Intendant Begon who arrived in 1712. In 1721 Boucault was acting as secretary or 
assistant to Attorney General Collet who was making a survey of the seigneuries fo r 
a special r eport thereon. He returned to France in the autumn of 1726, apparently 
along with Begon. There he sought to secure the oosition of King's Attorney at Quebec 
then fallin g vacant. H e was ult imately successful and was appointed to the position 
on April 20, 1728, h is commission being issued 18th May. He returned to Quebec in 
September of th e same year. On 30th November, 1729, having been si!lected and 
appointed by Hocquart as a sub-delegate or deputy for the whole province . he was 
appointed by a special edict of the Intendant. Such an appointment was deemed ne
cessary by Hocquart in order to r el ieve h im of much judicial work of a minor nature, 
as is explained in the preamble to the ordinance making the appointment. On the 27th 
March , 1736, he was appoi nted particular or special lieutenant general to the admiralty 
in succession to Sr. de L'Epinay, deceased. This position he still hel d in 1747 when he 
went to France, where he peti tion ed fo r leave of absence for two years. He resigned 
the posit ion of lieutenant genera l to the admiralty in 1750 but reta ined the other until 
1757. Like many other officia ls of the period, as intimated by Bigot in his exculpatory 
memoir, he was eng-aged in trading and fi shi ng enterprises , especially the latter, which 
involved h im in somewhat prolonged disputes as to grants on the Labrador coast. He 
seems, however , to have been a very upright and faithful officer of the law. In 1754 he 
prepared a very interesting and instructive memoir on Canada compiled from va rious 
orig ina l sources in addition to h is ow;-i per sonal knowledge. This has be€n published 
by the Prov incial Archivist of Quebec, Mr. P ierre Georges Roy, in his Report for 
1920-21. 

2 J ean-Claude Louet was a notary at Quebec but had received his comn~ission from 
the I ntendant Beg-on , 22nd March 1717. H e came to Canada from the n~1ghbourhood 
of Rou en. He a lso held . as we see . the cler ica l position of dep~1ty reg! trar in the 
Department of Marine at Quebec. Apparently in 1737 he was str1cke!1 with paralysis, 
and in the spring of 1738 was granted a p ension of 400 livres. He died the following 
year, 1739. 

3 See P. 615. 4 Sec p. 589. 
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more than sufficient to meet the extr a expenditure, the obligations of the sr La 
Nou illi er and the r ,~funds to be made for the hemp remaining in the stores of 
Quebec. Thus I find it difficult to persuade myself tha t you have taken it upon 
yourselves to issue cards beyond the 400,00011, H is Majesty having very ex
pressly forbidden you to do so. I wrote to you about it and I refer to 
what I stated to you on th at mat ter. I may add that the 400,00011 are not to be 
exceeded without Hi s JI.Iaj esty's orders uuder any pretext nor for any cause 
whatsoever. 

I have approved your action in withdrawing the notes ·the SC La N oiiiller 
had issuccl for th e payment of expenses before the issue of the cards and you 
acted very correctly in annulling (by an ordinance) those that may be out
stand ing. I t seems pTobablc th at, if any remained, they would have appeared 
since the arrest of la Noii iller. 

The bills of exchange amounting to 250,000II drawn by the sr Bauve 
again t the expend iture of the presen t year weTe promptly paid when due by 
M. de Selle. His :Majes ty will approve of the same sum being drnwn fo r, this 
year, on the appropriations for 1732, observing what has been prescribed as to 
the di stribution of it. T hey shall be paid as promptly as those of this year and 
there is room for believing that thi- punctuality will give to the card money the 
same credit as coin. l shall hear of it with pleasure. 

You ,,ill be very careful to give heed, wben ren ewing this money, to having 
the old burned for the same amount as shall be issued and to sending me the 
official mi1mtcs along with those of the issue. 

[Not signed] 

REASONS FOR EXCESS ISSUE OF OARD MOr,,TEY. CARDS 
RETURNED F OR BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

Oa.nada : 25 October, 1731 

Messrs de B eauharnois and H ocquarl. 
My Lorcl : 

We are in receipt of the letters you did us the honour of writing to us ou 
the 16L11 December, 1730, an d th e 8th Nay last,1 the first by way of England in 
the month of July and the second by the Ring's ship. 

l\{. H ocquar t is givi11g you a very detailed account of the reasons tha t have 
compelled us to make 60,000 livres of ca rd money in addi tion to the 400,000 
liVTcs ordered. H e has made you acquainted with the state of the funds 
in the month of May last, by which you will see that we should not have 
been able, My Lord, to avoid making this add itional amount of money in -pro
viding for the pay of the troops and the wages of the workmen employed on 
the for ti fi cations of l\Ion treal. There is no fear of this addi tional amount 
dimin ishin,~ the credit of this money, which is regarded in this country in the 
same lip;ht as h ard cash, and which has even been preferred to it this fall by 
several pr ivate indiviciuals who have been ab1e to get bills of exchange on1y with 
card money. If, on tbis occasion, we have contravened the King's orders it bas 
been on1y for the good of his service and we hope, My Lord, that after ; on are 
informed of what has cccurred, you will approve oni· conduct. There have been 

1 Preceding document. 
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<lrawn on the treasurer general in office next year, 230,94811 7 of bills of 
exchange, in accordance with the detailed statement we have the honour of pre
senting to you . It W[,s necessary in order to be able to draw this sum, to wait 
until the very last sailing and that M. Hocqu art should male advances to several 
Government contractor s. Even th en it does not amount to the 250,00011, 

according to the permission you gave us. For the 230,948 11 7 of bills 
of exchange there have been returned only 136,489u 95 8 of card money, 
the remainder having been in orders on the Treasurer. There is every appear
ance that fewer cards will be brought in again next year; the private parties 
who are the holders keep them for the domestic trade of the colony and for 
living expenses : it is the country people who keep the most of them. You will 
easily di scern, My Lord, that M. H ocquart will have a great deal of trouble 
carrying on the Service from now until next year with these 136,48911 9s 8d. 
H owever, since you forbid us to make any we shall conform to your orders and 
do our best to prevent the Service from suffering. , 

From the accouut given you this year of the affairs of the sr La N ouiller, 
3f the state of the stores and of the Chest of the sr Bauve, you will be, My Lord, 
in a pos ition to appropriate the funds for next year and to make the arrange
ments you deem meet for the liquidat ion of the extra expenditures of the pre
ceding years : we shall a,vait your orders. 

Y ou will find hereto attached another return of the bills of exchange drawn 
on M. de Selles for the supplies sent to Ile Royale this year, amounting to 
12,72Sll 3 net for this outlay, the vouchers fo r which have been sent to the said 
sr de Selle by bis agent. 

A fur ther r eturn is made of the bills of exchange drawn on the commissary 
of stores for food supplies at Quebec to the crew of the King's ship L e Heros 
with the statement of this same outlay, amounting to 3,628 189 3d. We pray 
you, My Lord, to have all these bills of exchange paid when due. 

, Ve shall be very careful, when renewing the card money, to have old ones 
burned to the same amount as may be issued and to send you the official minutes 
of destruction and issue. 

[Signed] IlEAUIIARKOIS, lIOCQU,\RT. 

Quebec, 25th October, 1731. 

REQUEST FOR SOLS MARQUEZ 

Quebec 28th October, 1731. 
My Lord: 

I pray you to provide that in the funds to be sent out next year there may 
be comprised 6,000 livres of sols marquez. This small change will be very 
useful in the count1·_y by aiding the circn1ation, since the cards of 7s 6d are too 
high for the ordinary use of the inhabitants and for making change at the 
Treasurer's. 

I am with deep respect, etc. 
HOCQU.A.RT. 

26641-41 
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CENSURE OF COLONIAL OFFICIALS FOR EXCESS ISSUE OF 
OARD MONEY: CONDITIONS ON WHICH NOTES, ETC. 

1\IAY BE TAKEN FOR BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

Oompiegne, 6th May, 1732. 

TO :MESSTIS DE IlEAUHAil~OIS ,\ND IIOCQUART. 

Sirs: 
I have received ibe letters you wrote me on the 25 th October1 and 13th 

November of last year, with the papers attached to them and have given an. 
acconn t of them to the King. 

His Majesty had counted so confidently on your precision in carrying out 
his orders that he wa,; very much surprised to learn that you bad exceeded them 
and made au issue of 60,000 livres of card money beyond the sum of 400,000 
livr es, to which by his ordinance2 be bad fL,;;;:e d this issue. He is very much 
dissatisfied with you1· conduct and with the little prudence you have manifested 
in this proceeding, you having exposed yourselves to the penalties imposed by 
the ordinance establishing card money in Canada. If there bad been war in the 
colony and this additional amount bad been indispensable, either for some 
undertaking or for the defence of the country, you ,vould be in some measure 
excusable, but Laving made it without necessity and with the single purpose of 
an extreme punctuality in payments, which could ham been made at the periods 
when snfficient proportions of the funds bad r eturned, I have been unable 
to justify you to His :l\Iajesty. I have just secured that no ordinance shall be 
issued making void tl1is sum of 60,000 livres of card money; this, upon the 
assurances l gave that it would be withdra,;n.1 and bumed on the receipt of th is 
despatch, and that in the future you \Youlcl not fall into the same enor, as you 
assure me by your letter of the 25 th October. I can not recommend you too 
strongl,y to cany out exactly His :Majesty's orders on this point and to send me 
in reply to this the official minute made for the full amount of these 60,000 
liv1·es of money. 

The bills of exchange amounting to 230 Sc!:811 !) 5 drawn to the account of 
the expenditures of the present year, were duly paid by 1L de la Tlrnillerie3 

wltc11 due: ihis must more and more give credit to the card money. 
I was s1npri,ccl th:it there was so little ca~crness to take the bill :i ncl thntfor 

those dr:nn1 1\f. Hocqn:ut 1Yas obliged to accept nearly 100,000 lin-es of receipts. 
His U:ijcsty h:1s appro1·cd what he did on this poiut aud n he is determined to 
allow 250,000 livrcs of Lills of exchange to be dr:l\rn each year, only with a Yiew 
to procuring fonds ii: ach·nnce for the expenditures and aho for encouraging 
trade, he finds it good that when card money is not brought in for the ,1·hole or a 
portion of this sum, the receipts for cx~cnditures·1 should be recefred, care being 
taken, ho\\'eYcr, not to take these nntll after yon arc as~nrccl th:1t no [card] 
money will be brought to tl1e Trca ' my for bills of exchange. If yon eYen 

1 P . 623 ~ P. 589. 
. 3 i'.-I. Moufk de la Tuillerie was one _of the Treasurers General of the Mal'inc alter

natmg with M. de Selle, the l.:lter deahng almost entirely with the apurouriations fo r 
Ile Roya le, but sometimes for Canada as well. • • • 

4 Sec note 1, p. 605. 
2G5H-·!l; 
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decide that it would be more convenient not to draw for all the itemu and that 
the remainder should be made up by sending cash, His Majesty will approve 
and the r emittance will be promptly made, but it is useless for you to propose to 
issue card money beyond the sum of 400,000 livres because His Majesty will 
not allow that except in an absolute necessity, which one may regard as an 
impossible event as lung as peace lasts. 

The bills of exchange, amounting to 12,72811 35, which were drawn on j\L de 
Selle for shipments of 700 quintals of fl.our and of 537.9 quintals of peas made 
to Ile Roya le, were punctually paid, as also the 3,62811 18. 3 drawn on the _Com
missary of Stores for the food stuffs supplied at Quebec to the crew of the King's 
ship L e H eras. 

You will find hereto attached the statement of the funds ordered for the 
expenditure of the present year,- amounting to 350,02211 35 na- which is for
warded by M. de la Tuillerie, as you will see by the official minute of embarka
tion which will be sent from Rochefort by the ship le Rubis : You will see that 
His Majesty has continued the fund of 20,000 livres for building the wall at 
ifontrcal and that he l,as also ordered 26,085 11 138 11 d both for last year's outlay 
on fortifications and repairs, and fo r that on the erection of the fort at Pointe a 
la Gheveliire and on the roof of the Palace. I continue to advise you to observe 
in the expcuditurc in general every economy possible. 

His Majesty has not deemed it "ise to arpropriate the fund of 2174911 129 

ea that you asked for the expenses which you note as having been incurred the 
last two years owing to the war with the Foxes, for two reasons :-the first, that 
he had no grounds for being satisfied with the statement that you sent of this 
outlay, which was very much abbreviated and which, like your letter, gives no 
r eason for this outlay, and the second, that the building of store-houses ought 
to be charged to the proceeds of the profits on the sales 0£ stores and goods. 

I send you also the statement of expenditures authorized on the Western 
D omain, amounting to 115,680 livres. 

I am to r epeat to you, Sirs, that no excuse for the issue of new cards will 
be accepted and it would have required but little, in view of what happened 
this year, for all that were issued to have been cancelled and fo r new ones to 
have been provided in place of them, while, at the same time, the power to sign 
them was taken away from you. Such a want of confidence could not have been 
pleasant to you: i t is however what would have occurred if I had not answered 
for your exactitude iu obeying the most explicit orders I might send you. 

[Not signed] 

RATING OF EIGHTEEN .A JD TWENTY SEVEN DENIER PIECES 

Ordinance enacting f-lzat the coins of 18 and 27 deniers shall be cur-rent in trade 
indiscr,imina.tely, for 21,. deniers : 1f2t" S eptember, 1732 

CHARLES, MARQt:rs DE nEAliHAmrnrs, Commander of the Mil itary Order of 
St. J,ouis, Governor Hnd Lieutenant General for the Kiuo· in the Province of 
Louisiana and in N ew France. 

0 

GILLES HOCQUAHT, Knip:ht, Councillor of the Kin" in His Councils I nten-
dant of Justice, Police and Finance in New France. 

0 
' 
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His Majesty h aving had a considerable amount of money sent to this 
country, consisting of coins of eighteen deniers and twenty seven deniers, in 
order to add to the small change which card money necessarily requires, and to 
improve the ci rcul ation, the which co ins circu late in France indiscriminately 
for twenty four cle11i ers, and H is Majesty's intention being that they may have 
the smn e value in Canada : 

·we order that, r eckon ing from the cl ay of publication of the present 
ordinance, the coins of eighteen and twenty-seven deniers, otherwise called new 
and old sols, shal l be current in trade indiscrimina tely for twenty-four deniers 
and that th ey shall br, received on this basis in payment for goods delivered to, 
and sold from, the K ing's stores, as well as in the till of the agent of the 
T reasurers-General, i11 those of the Domain and of the I nd ies Company. 

A nd shal1 be re:1d, publ ished an d posted up this present, as at Quebec, so 
at :Montreal and Thr,~c Rivers, in the customary manner. We order, etc. 

D one at Quebec, the 12th September, One thousand seven hundred and 
th irty two. 

[Signed] 

[Signed] 

BEAUTIARN OI S and IIOCQUA.RT 

IIOCQUART. 

RECEIPT OF 6,000 LIVRES IN SOLS FOR PURPOSES OF SMALL 
CHANGE 

JJ1. H ocquart. 9th October, 1732 

My Lord : 

M. Moufle de la Tuillerie has bad forwarded to his agent in this country 
the 6,000 livres of sols rnarques which I requested of you, My Lord, last year 
for convenience in making change and for aiding the circulation. I see by the 
o-fncial minnte of shipment that mention is made of only t\\"O sol pieces although 
the sh ipment in question is composed of new and old sols, which \'\'ere current 
in Canada, the first for 27 deniers and the others at 18 deniers. I proposed to 
the Marquis de B eauh arnois to issue, subject to your good pleasure, a joint 
ordinance for giving to all these pieces of money, indiscriminately, the same 
rating as in France, which we did.1 

I thus ren dered unnecessary an official minut1;1 of overrating or under-rating 
of coins in the treasurer's chest. The circulation of old sols has been increased 
because in returning them to France there will no longer be found thirty per 
eent profit . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
[S-igned] HOCQUART 

Quebec, 9th October, 1732. 

1 See preceding document. 
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THE COLONIAL OFFICIALS PROMISE TO WITHDRAW THE 
EXCESS ISSUE OF OARD MONEY 

M essrs de B eauharnois and Hocquart. 9th October, 1732. 

:My Lord : 
We· received the letter you did us the honour to write to us the 6th May 

last,1 on r eceipt of which we would have had the 60,000 livres _of card money 
burned, which we bad made beyond the, 400,000 livres authorized by the 
ordinance of the 2nd March, 172D,2 if those 60,000 livres had been in the 
treasury. They shall be burned as soon as card money is returned for bills of 
exchange on the treasurer-general in office in 1733, and we will send you the 
official minute of their destruction, by the merchant vessels. The dissatisfaction 
of His Majesty with our conduct on that occasion does not permit us to justify 
ourselves any longer : however, in addition to the reasons we submitted last 
year for issuing it, we have the honour of assuring you, My Lord, that this 
additional issue h as in no ,vay lessened the credit of card money, and that with. 
out it M. H ocquart could have provided for the expenses of the Service only 
with much difficulty, as you may perceive by the official minutes of what then 
remained in the treasury. 

You may, My Lord, rest assured that after the prohibitions you enjoin on 
us, from issuing this money, we sha11 not presume to do so under any pretext 
whatever. We have good ground for believing that there will be less card mone:5 
returned this year than in preceding ones, this money being treated as specie. 
The private persons who have it keep it for the domestic trade of the colony and 
for their own needs, so much so that M. Hocquart will be under the necessity 
of having orders on the treasurer rec~ived on t~e same basis as card mone:y, with
out fear of exceeding the 250,000 hvres of bills of exchange you permit us to 
draw. There can be no difficulty in having the r eceipts for the ex-penditures 
made payable in bills of exchange, for they are of a nanue to be paid in card 
money, but have not been so paid on account of the lack of a sufficient quantity 
of this money.3 We beg that His Majesty will be convinced of our attachment to 
his service and of the special attention we devote to i t; in this respect we believe 
we can justly say that no one in Canada has surpassed us. 

[Signed] BEAUllARNOIS. HOCQ,UART. 

Quebec, 9th October, 1732. 

1 P. 627. 2 P _ 589. 
3 For the relations of the various kinds of paper coming into circulation see note 1 

p. 605 . I 
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ORDINANCE MAKING ORDERS NOTES AND RECEIPTS LEGAL 
TENDER 

Cl!ARLES, MARQUIS DE BEAUUARK0IS, Commander of the :i\Iilitary Order of 
St. Louis, Governor and Lieutenant-General for tlie King, and 

GILLES nocQUAttT, Knight, Councillor of the K ing in His Councils, Inten
dant of J usticc, P olice and Finance in New France and the Province of 
J,oui siana : 

Regarding what bas come to our knowledge that, in the Government of 
Montreal, in the payments which arc made to them dirnrs persons refuse to 
accept orders, notes or expenditure receipts drawn on sr Taschereau1 and on sr 
De Berey::? by M. H ocquart, Intendant, or by sr Nichel,3 directing commissary 

1 Thomas J acques T aschereau went out to Canada, apparently in 1726, as secretary 
to the Intendant Dupuy. He seems also to have r eturned with h im to France in 1728, 
h is wife returned the following year. On April 8th, 1732, it is announced that he is 
going out again to Canada as agent of the Treasurers General of Marine. When he 
took over t he office he declined to be r esponsible for the accounts of his predecessor, Sr. 
B auve , who had held the position temporarily. In this attitude he was supported by the 
minister. On 1st Apr il 1735 he was appointed a member of the Superior Council, 
having been recommended by Beauharnoi s and Hocquart. H is patent was not sent out 
until a year la ter. In April 1736 his ~alary was increased by 600 Jivres on account of 
the extra work involved in managing the Domain of t he West. This extra allowance 
was continued dur :ng 1737 and 1738. I n 1736, also, he received a considerable grant of 
land. We find h im in 1737 a member of Cugnet's ill-fated comi:-any of five, who, with 
much flouris h of trumpets, took over the lease of the iron mines and forges of St. 
Maurice. The Intendant Hocquart had also a share in it, and had even thanked the 
minister for the privilege of investing. They became so deeply involved, however, that 
in May, 1743, the lease was cancelled and Taschereau and the others, wi th the exception 
of Cugnet, were i:ccorded the privilege of becoming bankrupts, though still l iable it 
appears for the special cash advances made by t he K ing. Later the minister promised 
Tasch ereau possible r elief from this obligation. In the sp ring of 1740 complaints began 
to come in from Montreal and the upper posts that the troops were being very inade
quately and irregularly paid. The responsibil ity being largely attributed to T asche
reau, he excused himself on the ground of being over-worked. In the spring of 1743 the 
minister indicated that an extra clerk might be provided for h is assistance. In 
September 1747 he was described by Hocquart as aged and feeble and still burdened 
with work so that his accounts were getting behind; indeed, unless he obtained further 
assistance , the affa irs of the T reasury were liable t o fall into considerable disorder. 
Thi s it may be inferred was rather a statement of fact than a prophecy. It appears 
that the increasing cost of living at Quebec, itself partly due to increasing extravagances 
in l iving on the part of official circles, encouraged by a fashionable set in growing 
numbers a nd influence , led to numer ous applications to the treasurer, encouraged by 
the intendant, to make advances on their salar ies. Tascher eau, being of an accom
modating di sposi tion, weakly consented, with the result that the practice had been 
extended to a dangerous degree. This coming to the ears of the minister, he wrote, 
on 23rd February 1748, to Bigot, the new intendant, strongly deprecating this innova
tion and pointing out that the treasurer must be personally r esponsible for any losses 
which mig·ht be incurred. The sequel to all this was that, in the la tter part of 1748, 
Taschereau's account s were found to be in very bad shape. He died suddenly at Quebec 
25th September 1749 leaving h is accounts in arrears and the affairs of his office in 
mu ch confusion. In his personal quality, however, he was acknowledged to be a strictly 
honest man. 

2 Sr. De Berey was the deputy of the Treasurer residing at :Montreal, where he 
made payments for the government in the usual way under orders issued by the 
intendant or h is deputy, also at Montreal. He was supplied with card money for the 
making of certain payments, but, as we have seen, the amount of card money available 
was qu ite inadequate to the needs of the service, henc~ the orders ~m th~ Treasury, or 
the vou chers or notes exchanged for them, were required to pass mto circulation and 
d isch arge the functions of money until redeemed in bills of exchange. Some li o-ht is 
thrown on the situa tion at Montreal from det ails incidentally connected w ith the "great 
fi re in 1734, which consumed an important part of that town and among other houses 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 637 

of the Marine at Montreal, and give preference to card money, which, at bottom, 

t ha t of the deputy treasurer De Berey, which was al so h is office. Everything appears 
to h ave been lost including some 678 livres of card money, the amount remaining in the 
treasury of a sum of 12,000 livres which had been sent up in card money from Quebec. 
There was al so consumed an indefinite a mount of vouchers and order s which had 
doubtl ess been r edeemed in cards or notes. To the surprise of the minister , however, 
no definite information could be obtained as to the amount of this paper which had 
been los t. De Berey was recompensed for his person al losses through the fire, and sti ll 
held the pos iti on of deputy treasurer in 1738. 

3 Honore Michel, Sieur de Villebois, de Saint-Michel, de la Rouvil!iere, was chief 
commissary and depu ty of the in tendant a t Montreal from 1730 to 1747. He was born 
in the distr ict of Tou lon and we find him there in January 1727 as chief clerk in t he 
service of the Department of Marine. From this office he appears to have passed 
directly to the appointment of Commissary of Marine and deputy intendant at Mon
treal, in March 1730. His installation in office is reported by Hocquart to the minister 
14th October of that yea r . One of hi s first official acts was the issuing of an ordinance 
of 15th November 1730, declaring it to be a penal offence to purchase cloth ing from 
soldier s. His numerous subsequent ordinances would indicate a vigilant attention to his 
duties, ranging from the protection of cures against the insolence of the populace t o en
forcing corvee labour on the h ighways. Like Var in, in his earlier years in office , he was 
mu ch commended by the Intendant Hocquart, in his despatches to the mi nister, fo r 
ability and industry in the discharge of h is function s. On April 7th, 1733, were issued 
royal letters patent gra nting to h im as Commissary of the Marine serving at Montreal, 
admission to the Superior Council w ith the right to a seat and vote after the firs t 
councillor, when the intendant was present, and, in the absence of the intendant, t o act 
as President of the Council. Under instructions from the minister we fin d h im occupy
ing this rank and discharging these functions in 1736-7 while Hocquart was absent in 
France. The King was much pleased with his services at t h is time and granted h im a 
special allowance of 3,000 livres. This was also apropos of his marriage, duly appr oved 
by the minis ter, with Mlle. Begon whose father, the Chevalier Begon, then held the legal 
position of Lieutenant of the King at Montreal and was afterwards governor of Three 
Ri vers. It is true that Michel had personally petitioned for a special grant in view of 
Qccupying t he position of intendant at Quebec, and had incidentally suggested t hat in 
case Hocq uar t should not return to Canada his claims to succeed h im as regular 
intendant should not be overlooked. There being a great dearth in Canada in the years 
1736-7, ordinances were issued by the intendant and h is deputy laying a strict embargo 
on the export of wheat or flour from their respective districts. I n the spring of 1738 
seed grain had to be distributed by them among the poorer farmers . A simila r dearth 
occurred in 1743 followed by similar official action. In September 1740 Michel took up 
with Hocquart the compla ints of the officers and troops at Montreal and the dependent 
posts at not r eceiving their pay and allowances more promptly. As we have seen, the 
Treasurer, Tascher eau, excused h imself on the ground of over-work (see note 1, p. 635). 
A very active and enterpr ising official such as Michel, whose powers were necessar ily 
so extensive and whose exercise of them wa s not neglected , was very likely t o develop 
friction with such of his colleagues as jealously guarded thei r aniour-pJ"Opre. Hence, 
by 1744 his relations w ith several other officials at Montreal such as the governor , t he 
chief judge, etc., had reached such a degree of fric tion as to impair the public service. 
E vidently Michel had written to the minister complaining of these difficulties , for t he 
mini s ter, writing to him 6th April 1744, endeavours to placate him promising possible 
promotion the following year, but decli ning to grant him higher rank and authority in 
Mon treal. H ocquart r eports to the minister the existing difficult ies, while h e counsels 
Michel in the spring of 1745 to show due respect for the judge, Sr. de Monrepos , whose 
feelings should not be d isregarded under the haughty bearing of the deputy intendant . 
The qu estion of r elative author ity between them was ult imately settled, so far as t he 
court was concerned, by a leng thy ruling, the substance of which was, that t he deputy 
intendant had precedence in r ank and office and therefore in public ceremonials at Mon
treal, but in strictly legal matters t he judges have an independent function to perform 
in t he di scharge of which they should not be interfered with (see Sfrie cu I, vol. 
85, p. 348). Such a ruling might dispose of formal differences but could not necessarily 
achieve personal reconciliation. In t he spring of 1746 t he minister informed Mich el 
that he intended to appoint him to another posi t ion in France and h e must t herefore 
r eturn thither on the first opportunity. Beauharnois and Hocquart did not relish this 
outcome of the disputes and sought to avoid the loss of th eir most efficien t and r eliable 
officer . Awaiting further instructions they retained him in the colony. T his brought 
a severe rebuke from the minister, 23rd J anuary 1747, while at the same time h e doubted 
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is the same thing, since it is only the value of similar vouchers ou orders. This 
di stincti on has no foundation, being made only by ill-informed persons, and it 
bcinp; necessary to provide a currency of wider range for the benefit of the do
mestic trade of the colony, Hi s l\Iajesty's purpose being that the said vouchers, 
notes or orders m ay be received as card money fo r conversion by the T reasurer 
of the :Mar ine into bills of exch ange on the Tr easurer-General, at the t ime of the 
usual d istri bution of bills of exchange, 

'{',,7 c or der th at the sa id notes, vouchers and orders shall continue to be 
received, as they have been up to the present, in the t ills of the Treasurer of the 
Mar ine, of the Company of the Indies and of the Domain, and in the Kin ()''s . f ::, stores rn payrne!l t or goods delivered therefrom, and that they shall be in like 
manner r eceived in transactions between pr ivate persons, in the same way and 
just as card money, without distinction. We forbid all priva te persons to refuse 
them in payments tha t may be made to them, under penalty of discretionary 
fi ne : And the pre en t ordinance shall be read and published in the customary 
manner, in the three towns of this colony and everywhere where need sball be, 
so that no one may be ignorant of it. We order, etc. 

Done at Quebec, the 18th March, 1733. 

Signed : BEAUITARNors llOCQUAR'l' 

By My Lord By :My Lord 
Signed: DELAFONTAnm1 Signed : nE vAL:-ruR. 

th e possibility of r et aining for Michel lhe position fo r which he had destined h im. H e 
must, however, be sen t back at once as he st ill hoped to find a positi on fo r him in 
F rance, and had secured for him an additionnal gratuity of 3,000 livres. We learn from 
other sources , however, tha t he hnd been selected, ea rly in Januar y 1747, for the position 
of Commissary I ntendant of th e colony of Louis iana. W hen he was appointed the 
position ,·vas raised to tha t of Commissary General. He went to h is new post in 1748 
and died there 18th December 1752 . 

1 Jacques de la Fontaine de Belcour came out t o Canada in 1726 as secretary t o 
Governor Beauharnois. I n October 1732 he sent a memoir t o the minis ter , i\1aurepas, 
setting forth certain abuses pr eva lent in Canada in connection with the fun ctions of 
th e notaries and ba iliffs in th e mat ter of con tr acts, mar r iage settlements, and other 
legal ins trnments drawn by the notaries a nd preserved in thei r private offices. Thes e 
were often found, either fro m ca relessnesss or fr aud , to be very def ective in form or 
wanting in essentials, thus r esulting in m uch confusion in fa mily affairs , vexa tious 
law suits and loss of property. Sr. Fontaine presented a plan fo r the establishment of 
a central bureau of inspection and registr ation fo r the more impor tant legal instru
ments affecting property and civil rights. With much deference and politeness he in
d icated that, incidentally to t he r ealization of such an important r eform, he wou!d be 
willing to undertake the task of carrying it out as head of t he proposed centra l bureau 
(see Sei-ie c11 I , Vol. 58 , p. 8S ) . I n the title.to t his memorial Sr. Fontaine is r eferred 
t o as a member of the Super ior Cou nci l, but t his '1'.'aS eviden tly a subsequent addit ion t o 
the document, probably wh~n being fil ed, as he was not t hen a member of the Counc il. 
He continued to be favoured by his patron, t he governor, and in 1733 was granted by 
specia l ordin:uice t he exclusive privilege fo r ni ne years of catching senls as a lso 
porpoi ses along a certai n port ion of t he north shor e of the St . Law rence. Being r ecom
mended by the governor, supported by the complacent intendant, fo1· a sea t in t he 
Superior Counci l, t he nomination was accepted by the minister and t he Ki ng , 1st 
April 1735: the letter s patent fo r h is appointment to the _Counci l being issued in April 
of the followinq- year. Jnst prior to this he had been ma rried to t he daughter of t he la t e 
Sr. Bissot and had shortly afterwards entered a claim_ to r ank with the heirs of his 
fath er-in-law. Being in an acqu isitive moo<l at that peno<l, he obtained confirmation of 
a grant of n seigneury at the exit of the Cha mbly River from Lake Champ :1in _ L ike 
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62,000 LIVRES IN COIN TO BE SENT TO CANADA 

Versailles, May 6, 1788. 
TO M . DE SELLE 

641 

You will find he:reto attached, Sir, a statement of the funds to be sen t to 
Quebec both for the expenditures in Canada during the present year and for the 
reimbursements to be made in the colony for the items detailed in the said 
statement: by i t you wi ll see that the bills of exchange drawn on you against the 
expenditures of this year being deducted, as also the former payments that you 
made and that remaiu to be made for salaries and the stores and goods that are 
to be sent from the store-houses of Rochefort to Quebec by the King's ship Le 
Rubis, there wi11 remain to forward to the colony for payment in full, 62,26311 

8 : 1. His Majesty's desire is that this sum be sent in money by this same ship. 
I am giving the necessary order to M. de Beauharnois, I ntendant at Rochefort. 
I think you have sufficient funds at this port to provide for it, but if that is not 
the case i t will be necessary for you to take proper measures for providing for 
it elsewhere. This ship will be ready to leave on the 20 th of this month and it 
is important to His Majesty's service that it be not delayed. 

With regard to the King's Establishment, amounting to the sum of 
114,46411, 14, 6, for payment of expenses on the funds of the Domain, it is not 
necessary for you to make any remittance to Canada. I shall give you in time 
the necessary orders as to this item, and for the present it will suffice for you to 
send a copy of the said Establishment to your agent at Quebec. I am address
ing the duplicate to M. H ocquart and instructing him as to what he is to do 
about these expenses. 

ORDER FOR THE ISSUE OF AN ADDITION AL 200,000 LIVRES OF 
CARD MO}.TEY 

Another Ordinance by the King on the Subject of Oard Money, dated 
12t1• May, 1788. 

BY THE KING. 

His Majesty having, by his ordinance of the second of the month of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine, 1 and for the reasons therein con
tained, ordered that there should be issued in Canada, the sum of four hundred 

many other grants, however, without public r egistration, af ter an e.,-tensive law suit 
with a f ellow official, P ean, t he seigneury was proved to have been previously granted 
to another . In 1739 he endeavoured to convert his nine year s' fishery lease on the St. 
Lawrence into a life t enure, but his overtures were rejected with considerable emphasis 
both that a nd the following year. Acqua inted , however, as he evidently was with 
French official r efu sals, he wisely persisted in h is petitions, with t he result that he was 
able in 1745 to begin a new line of petitions for the conversion of his now life tenure of 
the fishery into an inher itance for his wife and child1·en. On October 28th, 1743, his 
patron, the governor, recommended him to the minister for the judicial position of 
Lieutenant General of t he Prevote of Quebec to r eplace Andre de Leigne. The min
ister r epl ied, however , t he following March, that it was not possible to pass over the 
superior claims of Sr. Daine for th is position. Sr. Fontaine r emained in Canada 
throughout the transi tion of the colony from French to English possession and died 
at Quebec, 18th June 1765. 

1 P. 589 
26511--12 
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thousand livres of card money, in denominations of twenty-four livres, of twelve 
livres, of six livres, of three livrcs, of thi r ty sols, of fifteen sols and of seven sols 
six deniers, be has had the satisfaction of learning that the introduction of 
this money, which had been desired by all classes in the colony, bad really pro
ch1 ccd there the benefits expected of it. But His :Majesty, having taken into 
account tltc representations made last year by both the Governor and Lieutenant 
General and the I ntendant and by the merchants of the country, on the actual 
condition of the colony, 1·ccogn izes that the said sum of four hundred thousand 
livres i not sufficient for the various transactions of domestic and foreign trade, 
both on account of the withdrawal from circulation 0£ part 0£ this money, which 
the well-to-do people of the country r etain, owing to its good standing, and 
because the colony is every day becoming capable of a larger trade. H e judges 
it necessary for the ·well-being of the country in general and fo r the benefit of 
trade in particular to order a new issue of card money and lie has the more wil
lingly decid ed so to do because by that action he will respond to the desires of all 
classes in the colo11y : for which, wishing to provide, His :Majesty has ordered 
and hereby orders as follows : 

Article 1. In addilion to the fou r hundred thou and livres of card money 
issued pursuant to His Majesty's ordinance of the 2nd March, one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty nine, which shall continue to circula te in Canada in 
accordance with the s;:,i d ordinance, there shal l be issued the st1m of two hundred 
thousand liVTes of this money, in cards of twenty four livres, of twelve livres, of 
six liVl'es, of three livres, of thirty sol , of fifteen sols, ;and of seven sols six 
deniers, the which carJ s shall be stamped with H is Majesty's arms and written 
and signed by the Oo11troller of the Marine, at Quebec. 

IT. The cards of t,;venty-four liu es, of twelve livres, of six livres, and of 
three livres, shall alw be signed by the Governor and Lieutenant General and 
by the Intendant of the said country, and those of thir ty sols, of fif teen sols and 
of seven sols ix deniers, shall merely be paraphed by them. 

III. The issue 0£ the said t\Yo hunch ed thousand livres of card money may 
be mad e at different t imes, and thei·c shall be dr awn u p for each issue four 
official minutes of which one shall be sent to the Governor and Lieutenan t 
General, auother to the I ntendant, the third shall be deposited and registered 
in the office of the Ooutrol ler of the :Mari ne at Quebec, and the fourth sent to the 
Secretary of Sta le fo r the D epartment of the Marine. 

I V. His Majesty forbids the said Governor and Lienten&nt General and 
the said I ntendant and the Controller to write, sign or paraph a greater sum, for 
any reaso11 or under any pretext whatsoever, and [he forbids] everyone to COllil

terfe it the said money, on pain of being prosecuted as counterfeiters and of 
being punished as such with all the rigour of the ordinances. 

V . H is JIIaj est_y desires that the said card money which shall be issued 
pursuant to the present ordinance may circula te in the colony for the va1ue 
written upon i t, that i t may, in consequence, be received by the store-keepers 
established in the said colony in payment for powder and for the stores and 
goods sol d from H is Majes ty's stores, by the agent of the Treasurers-General for 
paym ent for the bills of exchange that he may draw on them, each in the year 
during ,vhich he holds office, and generally in every payment whatsoever which 
may be made in the country, of whatever kind aud of \\·hatever nature it ::Uay be. 

2G541-42! 
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His Majesty commands· and orders the Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor 
and Lieutenant General of N cw France, and sr Hocquart, Intendant of the 
said country, to see t.o it that the said ordinance is carried out, the which shall 
be registered in the oftice of the Controller of the Marine at Quebec. 

D one at Versaill es, the twelfth May, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty three. 

[Signed] 

And lower down [Signed] 

And sealed with the [;maZZ seal. 

LOUIS. 

PHELYPEAUX 

The above declarations concerning the issue of card money, of date the 
second of March, one thousand, seven hundred and twenty nine and the twelfth 
of May, one thousand, seven hundred and thirty three, were registered, the 
Attorney General ha,ing been beard, accol'ding to the order of this day, by us, 
Councillor, King's Secretary, Chief Registrar herein, at Quebec the first of 
October, one thousancl seven hundred and thirty six. 

![Signed] DAINE . 

I NSTRUCTIO:N S AS TO THE DISPOSAL OF THE 1\TEW ISSUE OF 
OARD MONEY 

Memorandum from the King to the Marqm's de Beauharnois, Goveriwr and 
L ieittenant General fo r His Majesty in New France and 

1ll. Hocquart, Intendant in the said country. 

His Majesty has caused to be examined the representations made jointly 
by Messrs the Marquis de Beauharnois and H ocquart, by the latter separately, 
the sr de Greysac,1 syndic of the merchants, in the name of all, and by the 
Bishop of Samos, Cor..dj utor of Quebec. H e recognizes the cr itical situation in 
which domestic trade and the colony in general finds itself, owing to the with
drawal from circulation of a portion of the 400,000 livres of card money, which 

. well-to-do people retain and which they do not put into trade. That is a con
vincing proof of their good credit, and is most pleasing to His Majesty. He 
could have wished ho,Yever that this sum might have sufficed both for the 
domestic trade :md the other transactions of the colony, but since it is otherwise, 
and as it can be remedied only by an increase in the card money, his solicitude 
for everything that may concem the good of trade in particular and the well
being of the colony in general, has decided him to order a new issue of 200,000 
livres of this money. H e is having for warded to srs de Beauharnois and Hoc-

1 The formal r ecognition of the syndic as a regularly appointed representative of 
a distr ict, such as Quebec or Montreal, to voice the desires and sentiments of the 
people before the Council, had been disconti nued after the full development of the 
functions of t he Council. The syndic, however, as t he voluntarily elected representative 
of special interes ts, chief ly t hose of the merchants, was fully r ecognized by the "'OVern
ment and his representations given very serious consideration. Sr. de Greys~c had 
represented the desires of the merchants directly to the minister , and the minister on 
6th May 1733, had answered him directly, ac~nowledging the r eceipt of h is memoridl in 
the name of the Quebec merchants and statmg that he was communicating his inten
tions on the subject through the governor and intendant, as here g iven. 
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quart, the ordinance1 he has issued on this point. H e will explain to them the 
use to which he wishes this sum to be put and they shall conform themselves 
strictly to bis plans . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wi th regard to the 150,000 or 155,000 [livres] that will remain from the 

200,000 of the new is,rne, His Majesty's purpose is that S' 8 de Beauharnois and 
H ocquart postpone deciding on the amount to be expendl.'d until, on the account 
they render, His Majesty orders its employmen t. 

H e thinks that this sum could be usefully employed in puttino- Quebec into 
a p~sition where a urprise attack would not be feared, there b~ing no prob
ability of a long and regular siege . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
For the rest, if they con ider that it would be better to use a part of this 

fund in some other works or activities useful to the country, they are to give 
account of them in c!etail and a"ait likewise His Majesty's orders for their 
execution. 

He very expressly forbids them to u e up in any expenditure, the remain
ing amounts of new cards until they have received his orders; it will suffice for 
this year to issue them to the amount of 200,000 livres for the payment of the 
flom to be sent to Louisbourg and for the loan of 10,000 livres to S' de Fran
eheville, 2 and with r eo·ard to the remainder, His Majesty wishes that their issue 
be postponed until be has ordered the special application of them. He will 
accept no excuses for not canying out this order if [ ' 5

] de Beauharnois and 
Hocquart should disregard it. 

D one at Versaillrs 12 May, 1733 

[Signed] LOUIS. 
and, lower down : PHELYPEAUX. 

1 See p. 641. 
2 Francois Paulin de Francheville, a merchant of Montreal and one of the heirs 

of the seigneury of St. Maurice at Three Rivers, had discovered that there was con
siderable bog iron ore on the seigneury and in t hat neighbourhood. He sought authority 
to employ the royal prerogative to exploit this important natural resource. His wishes 
were transmitted to the minister by t he governor and intendant, 28th October 1729. 
They strongly supported his petition representing that such a development would be 
very much in the interest of the King as well as of t he colony in general. On 25th 
March, 1730, the privilege petitioned for was granted in the name of the King and was 
also announced by the King himself to the governor and intendant in a memorandum 
of 11th Apri l, 1730. The territory over which Francheville was given t he r ight to 
operate included not only the seigneury of St. Maurice and certain ndditional lands 
granted to him, but several other seigneuries in t he immediate neighbourhood. It 
was specified in the grant that he was to develop these mines at his own expense. He 
appears to have formed a partnership with others in order to carry on the enterprise, 
and we find him bringing out from France, in the spring of 1731, two skilled workmen 
for the forges. Francheville soon fou nd, however, that the undertaking was beyond 
t h e resources which he could command. He therefore petitioned for assistance from 
the Government. On 21st April, 1733, the minister informed him that he had been 
granted a loan of 10,000 livr es to assist him with the iron works. This he was to i-epay 
in three years. On the 12th May of t he same year the King, writing to the minister 
and intendant, exp ressed special in terest in t he undertaking_ Unfor tunately Franche
ville died at Montr eal early in 1734. Although his partners expressed the intention 
of carrying on the enterprise they soon gave it up, when it was taken over by Cugnet 
and his partners (see note 1, p. 543). For a general history of these iron works see 
Ben.iamin Suite, L es F'orges Saint-Maurice, (Melanges H istoriq iws, Vol. 6 Montreal 
1920). ' ' 
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EFFECT OF COIN ON THE CREDIT OF THE OARD MONEY: 
R E QUE ST TO HA VE NEW CARDS P RINTED I N P ARIS 

Canada 15 October, 1783. 

My Lord: 
M essrs de B eauharn ois and Hocquart. 

We have received the letter you did us the honour of writing us the 12th of 
May last, with the statements of expenditures to be made in Canada during the 
presen t year, the funds for which have been remi tted by means of the biJls of 
exchange drawn last year, of the surplus of 4,53411 19s 6d remitted in excess in 
1731 and of the 7,6S!1 11 188 4d paid to sr H ersan for payment in full for the 
supplies furni shed by him for the uniform of the military officers : thus the 
remittance made in money, comprisin?i the repayment of the price of the stores 
and goods sent to R ochefort, is 57,148 1 185 10a, which shall be used, along with 
the card money coming in, for the payment of expenditures ordered : we cannot 
at present give you an account of the ci rcumstances in which the Treasurer will 
find himself after the bills of exchange are drawn. We shall do so after the 
departure of the K ing's ship. 

Whatever credit card money may have today, i t was to be feared that this 
sum of 57,14811 185 1Qd of ready money might discredi t i t by the preference 
always given to hard cash. H owever, owing to the care sr H ocquart took to 
distribute i t impart ially and without ostentation just as card money, it caused 
no disturbance. We know how important it is to maintain the credit of 
this money. It is very probable tha t t he collection of coins in the T reasury 
chest might impair it, and consequently it is more expedient to convert a greater 
amount of card money in to bills of exchange than to send coins here. TherefoTe 
sr H ocquart will dr:.nv, if possible, the 250,000 livres of bills of exchange that 
you permit him to draw and even a few morn if possible. The ten thousand 
livrcs which you have been good enough to grant a a loan to sr Francheville, 
and the thirty to thirty-five thousand livres of card money for the purchase of 
supplies for Louisburg, will increase the circulation a little but we shall only do 
that which is absolutely necessary in these two cases, according to your designs. 
We trust yom Lordship will allow us to take this opportunity of representing 
to you that the issue of the 200,000 livTes of this new money and that of 
the 400,000 livres, which must soon be replaced since it is so used up that 
it will soon not be recognizable, will consume au infinite amount of time that 
might be much mor e usefully spent in the business of the colony : we earnestly 
ent reat you to have made and pr inted at P ar is the 600,000 liVJ·es of car ds, 
of the same appearance as the present ones wi th the same signahues, if you 
deem it meet, or with some such other design, difficult to counterfeit : we would 
also include here the two new designs you were good enough to send us two 
years ago. 

We add a memorandum of the amount of each denominat ion of card neces
sary fo r circulation, in case of your approving, Ny Lord, as we entrea t you, that 
these cards should be made and engraved at Paris. sr Var in, Controller of the 
Marine, would, at the leas t, have to employ five continuous months of h is time 
in writ ing and signing 235,000 car ds, and "'-e little less. You ''"ill have no 
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difficulty in understanding, :My Lord, that the business of the colony, which 
engages u s virtually aU the year does not permit us to attend to this work The 
first objection that may be offered is that heretofore Messrs de Vaucheuil and 
Begon were able to support it; but besides the fact that the greater part of the 
card money of their time consisted in denominations of 100 livres, of 50 livres, 
and of 40 livrcs, they had not by any means as much business as we have today, 
and it does not suit the trade of this country for the cards to be of such large 
sums. It is, moreover, to be observed that the first card money bad so little 
credit that the ci rculation of it was accomplished more easily, everyone has
tening to get rid of a money the credit of which had fallen, owing to the excessive 
amount of it distributed. It will be impossible for us to fulfil all the tasks 
wilh ,vhich we are charged, if you are not good enough to take from us the 
work of the preparation of the 200,000 livres ordered and of the 400,000 livres 
to be replaced. 

This pl an will not hinder us keeping in reserve the amount you may order; 
offici al minutes will be drawn up for that portion placed in circulation, as well 
as for the des trnction of the 400,000 livres, according as it is necessary to 
replace the card money ll'hich has become worn out or unfit for use. 

'iVe have received the Statement of Expendi tures for the current year, 
ch argeable to the D omain. sr H ocquart will conform to the instructions that 
you have been good enough to gi,7 e as to these payments. 

[Signed ] 

Quebec, 15 October, 1733. 

BEAUH.A..RNOIS 

HOCQUART 

REFUSAL TO HAVE THE CARDS PRINTED IN P ARIS 

Versailles, 13th April, 1734. 

T O ::-.rnssns DE IlEAUHAR J.;("OIS AN D HOCQUART 

Geut"Iemen : 

You are right in thinking that too much care cannot be gi,en to preserving 
the credit of the card money, and :M. H ocquart has done ll'ell to distribute the 
fund s sent iu specie for the expenses of the colony during last year, impartially 
and ,vithout ostentation,1 just as with that money. It was to be feared that this 
coined money would have injured such credit as it bad. !IL Hocquart will 
t ake the same care on simib r occasions. 

His :Majesty has not approved the proposal you made, to have 600,000 
li.vres of this money e;igraved at Paris, that is to say, 200,000 livres for the new, 
which was ordered la£t year and 400,000 livres to replace the old. Carrying 
out this plan would appear to be subj ect to many inconveniences; and more-

. over i t would appear that it is not as difficult as you imagine to have the pre
paration 0f these cards done at Quebec. You will ah ~ady have i sued foi-ty or 
forty-five thousand livrcs both for the loan gmnted sr Ii rancheville and for pro-

1 See preceding- document. 
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visioning Louisbourg : the hundred and fifty or hundred and sixty thousand 
livres remaining of the new issue ordered can be made easily enough. And 
in r egard to the replacement of the old ones, as it will be done only li ttle by 
lit tle, you will have time for it all. You will learu, however, through the King's 
Commissary of Stores what His Tuiajesty's plans are as to the application of this 
new money. I have nothing to add to what is laid down for you in this con
nection. 

[Not signed] 

REPLY TO HOCQUART'S ARGUMENTS FOR AN I NCREASED 
ISSUE OF CARD MONEY 

Versailles, 12th May, 1734. 
TO 1\L .l:IOCQUART 

The arguments contained in your letter, 1 which preceded the proposition 
that you should be parmitted to is ue card money for the sum of 120,000 livres, 
in order to have an increase of funds in the Treasury and to carry out your 
duties ,-..-ith greater ease, appeared to me, and I can not r efrain from e;,.,.-pressing 
it, most extraordinary. vVith regard to the first, which concerns the orders 
withdrawn, the question of their credit does not arise, because, as they come 
back to the Treasury when they are paid, no matter in what manner, they are 
equally di scharged on the current list of expenses, and consequently the require
ments of the service [are] less considerable. 

As to the explanation you offer and which you indicate has been the ground 
of your anxieties, which is that if anyone happened to find out that if the 
400,000 livres of card money were returned to the Treasury along with 200,000 
livres of orders, there could, nevertheless, be drawn only 250,000 livres of bills 
of exchange, this would chauge, and perhaps extinguish, the confidence of the 
public in the card money, for which it might suppose that funds are not provided 
in its entirety. That i$ the explanation you make, and you say at the same time 
that the public is hoarding the card money and that only a modest amount of 
it is brought in for bills of exchm,ge, so that to make up the 250,000 livres you 
are permitted to draw, you allow the orders to be taken. What has occurred in 
this matter, ought as. uredly not to cause you fear, because to give ground for 
this, card money would have to be in the greatest discredit. We are for from 
even thinking of that, but, even so, if it should so fall out, it would not be 
necessary to accept the orders : you would have the means, through the bills of 
exchange, of retiring 250,000 livres of this money, and as to the 150,000 livres 
remaining, you could, with the resources from the stores and what comes in 
each year, from sales, r etire them easily : and, with reference to the orders, 
which you consider as a complete loss to the holders if one were to refuse to 
receive them for bills of exchange, you have not noticed that with the same cards 
that you would have retired, you would be not only in a position to cause them 
to be paid, but also to provide for current expenses. I confess to you that your 
reflections on that point surprised me and, I repeat, they are most extraordinary. 
I may add that they might contribute to bring about the discredit which 
iuggested them. 

1 S er·ie cu I, Vol. 60, -p. 110; Hocquart to the minister, October 24, 1733. 
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After what I have remarked to you in the precediug, you may judge that I 
am very far from permitting you to make an increase of 120,000 livres of card 
money :-for which I see no other reason than that of putting you into a still 
easier position . The King very expressly forbids yon to exceed the issue he 
bas allowed, under ,vha tever pretext and for whatever reason . If you were to 
disregard this, H . :M. would be di spleased with it and I could not hinder the 
unfortunate measures that be would not fail to take against you. I am very 
sure that you will not expose yourself to them ; for the rest, it must be your 
business to obta in r eturns in such a manner as to enable you to meet the claims 
of everyone. 

I cannot accept the excess of 90,18611 135 4d which you indicate to me as 
arising in 1731, as this proceeds only from what the sales from the stores of 
that year failed to yiel d. I had already instructed you to make i t up from those 
of 1732 and I was glad to learn that you would make the receipts and expen
ditures of these two ;years balance. I take this opportuni ty to counsel you to 
commit yo urself only to expenditures absolutely unavoidable, and in this way 
you will not exceed the f unds ordered. 

I have given orders to l\L de la Tuillerie to remit 6,000 livres in sols mar
ques as you requested, and it will be sent by the ship Le Rubis. 

I shall couclud~ this despatch by emphasizing for you what has already 
been prescribed by H. M's order on the subj ect of the distribution of 250,000 
1ivrcs of bills of exchange, which you have permission to draw each year on the 
appropriations of the following year; his purpose, is, as al ways, that the card 
money that may be r eturned is to have the preference, and that the orders are 
to be r eceived for bills of exchange only in the ca e of not sufficient of this 
money being r eturned to take up this amount of 250,000 livres. 

[Not signed] 

I. 

CREDIT OF THE CARD MONEY AND OTHER PAPER 

111. Hocquart. October 10, 1784. 
My Lord: 

I have received the letter you <lid me the honour of wri ting me on Nay 
12th last. 1 

.......... ... . . .......... ... . . ...... . . ... .. . . .. .. . ..... ..... . . . 
Finaily, U y Lord, 1 agree that I would be 11ble to conduct the Service 

more easily if I had had the po\',er of disposing of the King's credits in favour 
of his service : but you know that I had not, since a large part of these credits 
is and may be considered to have been made in favour of N. La N oullier, of 
Messrs Bcgon and Dupuy, to whom you 11re good enough to giYe time t o 
account for them, and also in favour of the Treasurers-General who do not 
even remit the salary of their agents. 

All the·se special credi ts .amount today to the sum of seventy or eighty 
th ousand livres : they have been clue for several years and would procure me 
an equal sum in cards in the Treasury Chest; by means of them and of those 
being re turned each year for their equivalent in bil1s of exchange, I would be 

1 The preceding document. 
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in a position to pay, regularly and in current coin, the officials and troops 
and the most pressing expenses. This I now can do only in orders. 

It was only as a matter of chance that I expressed to you last year1 some 
anxiety on the subject of the credit of card money in the case of any one dis
covering that funds were not held against it in its entirety; but at the same 
time I have the honour of assuring you that its credit always continued to stand 
good. The confidence of the public continues, and I pray you to be persuaded, 
l\1y Lord, that I am incapable of ever giving occasion by any indiscretion or 
other wise, for the discredit of this money. I beg of you to rely on me com
pletely. 

I must, also, 11,[y Lord, warn you that the public has the same confidence 
in the orders as in the card money, and if I were to make any discrimination 
the discredit of the one would drag down the other, because at the height of 
trade in the autumn, payments are made indifferently in orders or in cards 
and it would be dangerous to give another impression to the merchants. But, 
however that may be, I shall not exceed the 250,000 livres of bills of exchange 
wi thout complaints coming to you, from somewhei·e or other, about the pre
ference given to orders or to card money. Thus, My Lord, since you do not 
judge it a propos to make a new fund of 120,000 livres of card money, which 
would prevent the orders from circulating at large, since I would be in a 
position to have payment made by the Treasurer in proportion to the expendi
hu es, I shall insist no more. But permit me to believe th at by means of this 
in crease, the circulation of coin would be wider and would procure consider
able advantages both for trade and for those who are in the King's pay. 

M. De La Tuillerie has remi tted the 6,000 livres of sols marques as you 
directed him. I beg you, My Lord, to order shipment of a similar amount 
next year. 

[Signed] I-Iocquart 

Quebec, October 10, 1734. 

II. 

M. I-I ocquart. 

My L ord : 
I have the honour of addressing to you nine statements of the bills of 

exch ange drawn this year on the Treasurers-General, both for the expendi
tures of the D omain and for those of the Narine, and on the Commissary of 
Provisions, amounting altogether to 405,32011 168 3d, according to the ex tract 
attached hereto, to wit :-

267,25211 gs on M. de Selle, to the account of the expenditmes of next 
year, for the equivalent of the orders and card money returned to the Treasury 
this fall, in which sum is included the salary of the General and 8,000 livres 
of mine. • 
. . . ... ... . .. .. .. . . . .. ........ . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . ... . .. ...... . ... . .. 

1 See P. 653 and S erie en I, Vol. 60, p . 110. 
265-11-43 
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I must let you know that there have been returned to tbe Treasury about 
300,000 livres of orders and 82,000 livres in card money, with the result that 
I was obliged, in lbe distribution of bills of exchange, to have a :fifth deducted 
from tbe holders, which was given back to them in card money; this will 
apprise yon th at there remains hardly any of tbis money in tbe Treasury, for 
the everyday needs of the service from now until next year. Only 209,000 
livres of orders came back to the Treasury last year . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Au excess appeared, of about 30,000 livres beyond the funds appro
priated for the fortifications of Montreal; tbis excess could not be paid in 
card money of the new issue, because, when the :i\farqnis de Beauh arnois and 
I received your orders, we hastened the work on tbese fortificat ions; the orders 
for expenditure for which were sent out and circulated among the public pro
portionately; this I con]d not avoid, on account of the impossibility I experi
enced of paying them in card money, the General having remained at Mont
real until September st\ and consequently he was not in a posi tion to proceed 
with me (I was on my return to Quebec) in the issue of the quantity of this 
card money ordered to carry out tb is seTVice. I shall have these thirty thou
sand livres replaced in the Treasury, without delay. 

All these special needs have produced the ex traordinary quantity of 
orders which ba,·e been returned and to wbich it is convenient to add several 
other expenditures made in the upper country, both aga inst tbe F oxes, besides 
those of wl1ich I have just spoken, and for the party sent by l\I. P ean to the 
Oii:iatanous [Ott:.rn-as], tbe details of which I cannot send you this year. I 
shall do so next year. 

It i s with pain that I have the honour of rendering you an account 0£ a 
small mishap which occurred to the card money and the orders in October, 
on account of the withholding of one fifth . Wbat happened is a,s follows :-

The ships from France arrived ve1·y late, some at the end of September, 
so that the drawing of bills did not commence until the first days of last month·. 
I had specified from the fifth to the fifteenth for retu rning the card money 
and the orders to the Treasury, but the last clay hav ing expired, on represen
tations made to me by several of the chief exchangers, I postponed the time 
limit until the twentieth: i t was all the more reasonable to do so, because by 
the said day, the :fifteenth, not 220,000 livres had been returned, including 
only ten to :fifteen thousan d livres of cards; some of the Montreal exchangers 
had not yet come down and i t was just to consider them. On the 21st I 
stopped the statement of allotment of bills of exchange, in conformity with 
His JV[ajesty's intenti ons: it was time to do it. in order to be able to send off 
these bills and put myself in a position to render an account of them to you. 
I know that if I had given a delay of hrn clays more, tbere would have been 
brought in at least 100,000 livres of card money, in addition to the 82.000 
livres : the reduction, in tbat case, would have been a th ird instead of a fifth, 
and although this reduction of a fifth is small, regard being had to the 450,000 
livres of card mone_y scattered through the colony, and to the 300,000 livrel" 
of orders, it created a bad effect : I was informed of the murmurs it caused 
on the part of many merchants, above all, on the part of the foreign merchants 
who did not even expect this last reduction, from the example of precedino 
years, and they were obliged to leave the fifth of thei r funds at Quebec i~ 
cards. This money was traded in, from the 20 th October for bills of exchange. 
at ten and tweh·e per cent loss. I do not donbt but th at next year there will 

26 611-•13! 
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be returned to the Treasury a much greater amount, on account of the increase 
of 200,000 livres of new issue; in consequence a much greater reduction will 
have to be made, which will occasion another and more dangerous reverse than 
that of this year, unless you are good enough to give me orders for preventing it. 

May it please you, My Lord, to allow me the honour of pointing out to 
you that this mischange justifies my reflections of last year 1

: I confess that 
the fun ds from the King's stores offset the 273,000 livres to which the excess 
expenditures of preceding years have amounted, and which have been met in 
card money, bu t at the same time these funds are dead and can only serve as 
a sort of securi ty fo r this sum, without my being able to help out the one with 
the other. The 127,000 livres remain ing from the 400,000 livres and the 
bi1ls of exchange which I am having drawn in 1735, are in truth, advances, 
but they being absorbed and more by the same or similar i tems which com
posed my memorandum of October 24u1, 17331, by the extraordinary e::q,endi
tures of this year and by the excess on the account of 1732, I find myself not 
in a posi tion to have the expenses of next year paid in current coin, because 
what comes back to the King of these advances, by means of the sales, comes 
back to the Treasurer's Chest onJy in new orders and not in card money. 

You iustructed me, by your letter of May 12, last2, to give preference in 
the distribn tion of bills of exchange to card money, and that orders were not 
to be receiYed for these bills except in the cases where they did not bring 
enough of the card money to take up the sum of 250,000 livres: on this I 
have the honour of r epresenting to you that the execution of this order, taken 
literally, would have absolutely discredited the orders, the credit of which it 
is just as necessa ry to preserve as that of the card money. You will observe 
tha t u p to the present, it is the foreign and resident merchants who are the 
holders of these orders, since private individuals, in whose names daily 
expenditures are ordered, finding no money in the Treasury, take them to 
these merchan ts, who girn them their equivalent, partly in goods they may 
need, an d the rest in card money. ow if I give the preference to this money 
when bills of exchange are to be drawn, it would come about in future that 
the officials and otheT .private individuals, the first holders of these orders, 
would no longer be able to satisfy their needs except at an excessive price, 
owing to the di scredit of these orders, and that would occasion a process of 
ruinous note shaving against them. The King's service would feel the effects 
of i t too, because the food tuffs and commodities I am obliged to have pur
chased, could be got only at ,ery hio-h prices. One may say the same thing 
as to the wages of day-labourers, which would go up. All these reasons will 
show you that if I were to gi,e t·he preference to card money, over the orders, 
this preference would cause an increase of expenditure to the King and would 
do infinite harm to the colony; for, supposing once more, that there was 
returned to the Treasury, as it might happen, 250,000 livres of card money, 
orders could not be accepted at all. I ,vould, indeed, have them paid then to 
the merchants who held them, in the card money that had come in, but they 
would not be able, that same year, to make any use of these cards for makino
their returns to France. 

0 

The facts which I have just exhibi ted to you, Ny Lord, are ce1·tain and 
I believe the consequences are also quite certain. To avert them, I see no 
other expedient than that of permitting me next year to draw bills of exchange 
for a greater sum th an that of 250,000 livres, that is to say, 100,000 or 150 000 

' 1 See p . 653 and S frie cu I, Vol. 60, p. 110. 2 P . 653. 
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livres more, on account of the increase of 200,000 livres in the card money 
and of the quantity of orders that are annually in public circulation, owing 
to lack of money to retire or pay them. This increase of bills of exchange 
will be a real advantage that the King will create, his service and the colony's 
trade wiH experience the benefits, without intention on my part of making 
other expenditures for that purpose than those ordered and the unavoidable 
ones. I believed it my duty to warn you, My Lord, of all I have just brought 
to your attention, although you have a1ready disapproved of my reflections of 
last year. I entreat you to be persuaded that I am too vividly aware of the 
consequences to impart this to any one whatsoever : there is only my own sec
retary, of whom I am sure, and myself who know the contents of this despatch. 
I have e,·en written the first copy with my own hand. 

[Signed] HOCQUART. 

OUTLI.r E OF THE HISTORY OF CA RD M01rEY : DISCUSSION OF 
ADVISABILITY OF INCREASING THE AMOUNT ISSUED 

America, 1784. December 31 . 

TIIE noirnsTro TRADE of Canada existed for about thii-ty years by the sole 
means of a card money which was current just as gold or silver coinage. 

There was formerly in Canada a company of merchants and citizens which 
managed the Domain and the beaver trade in the name of the colony. 

I n the course of the war of 1689, this company experienced losses and had 
need of help to susta:n itself and the [Governor] General and the Intendant of 
N cw France, informed as to its condition and of the necessity for sustaining it, 
issued card money in the Kino-'s name and loaned it to it, to sustain its trade: 
that is what gave occasion for the circulation of this money.1 

The credit and ndvantage that the circulation of this money procured for 
trade, induced the Governor and Intendant to have some of it made for paying 
part of the expenses of each year. 

As the vessel which brought the funds nece sary for paying the expenses 
ordered usually arri,·ed only towards the end of the month of August or 
the fi rst days of September, they had recourse to this expedient, but 
for several years they were careful to wi thdraw each year and to burn the cards 
that had been issued the year before in advance, and that had been redeemed 
from private individuals for bills of exchange drawn on the Treasurer of the 
Marine, who entered upon his term of office in the year following : which bills he 
charged on the fund., he had to forward for the expenditures ordered during his 
term in office. . 

Things went on for a long time on that basis, but after the succession 0£ 
Philip V to the Crown of Spain, the ,rnr which followed and which was waged as 
actively in Canada as in Europe, having occasioned extraordinary expenditures, 

1 This is not an accurate account of the fi r st issue of the card money, even under 
Champigny, as may be found by reference to the various docu!nents relating to that 
period , includ ing the operations of the Company of the Colony and its relations to the 
government. See pp. 69, 91, etc. 
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these wer e paid with card money, the issue of which was increased propor tion
ately. 

From this increase resulted the difficulty of fi nding funds. Commencing 
from 1705, only a por tion of what was ordered for the expendituTes was given 
to the D epartment o{ the Marine : that prevented the Treasurers from paying 
the bills of exchange and from remitting funds to Canada, they being scarcely 
able to provide, with the use of credit and wh at they actually received, for the 
most m gent expendi tures of the Marine in the Kingdom. 

The ervice in Canada did not suffer by this difficult si tuation ; the practice 
in vogue of issuing card money provided for everything necessary, but as it was 
necessary to supplement the usual funds, of which only a par t was remitted from 
F rance, and to make up for the unusual expenditure which the continuation of 
the war caused in the country, the total of this money became so considerable 
that it began to fall into discredit and the traders in France whom the r isks of 
the sea discom aged from the trade of Canada, withdrew from it all the more 
because th ey no longer bad, as returns for their cargoes, the resource of bills of 
exchange on the Treasurers of the Marine, these latter being no longer in a 
position to pay them. I n 1713 means of remedying this bad condition were 
sought. Th e most rn:tural which presented i tself was to withdraw this card 
money, or to lessen it by a reduction in rating and to have i t received for 
securi ties on the H ofol de Ville of Paris. But as discretion in carrying out the 
scheme was allowed to the Governor-general and to the I ntendant, these plans 
failed, they gave th ei.1' r easons, which were approved, and the In tendant, having 
proposed to withdraw i t, at a loss of one-half, by bills of exchange to be drawn 
and paid at P ar is in money, this plan was deemed the more timely and the least 
expensive to th e holckrs of the card money, who, having profi ted from the 
discredit into which it had fallen, had made considerable gains. As i t was 
estimated at that time that ther e were about 1,600,000 liVTes outstanding, it was 
decided that 320,000 livres should be withdrawn each year at a reduction of 
one half, and that for this sum there should be furnished bil1s of exchange for 
160,000 livres payable in 1715 on M. Gaudion, one of the Treasurers-General 
of the :Mar ine, who would pay them in ready money by means of the funds 
that M. Desm::uets, then Controller General, promi eel to have remitted to him 
from the R oyal Treasury. I n execution of this arrangement, the Intendant had 
not only 320,000 livres of card money wi thdrawn but al o another sum of the 
same amount. H e furn ished bills of exchange for 160,000 livres payable in 
March, 1715, and an equal sum in }.larch, 1716. But funds having been 
lacking and the death of Louis X IV. having occurred, the strm total of the cards 
increased in propor tion to the expenditures and their discredit increased to the 
same extent, so that the Council of R egency, after a new inquiry and the report 
made in connection with it, deemed it expedient to abolish this money and to 
wi thdraw i t at the loss of a half, just as it had been decided in 1714 : to which 
tbe part :M. Law then had in the finances contributed very grea tly. 

There therefore was issued a Declaration of the K ing in th~ month of J uly, 
1717, 1 which abolished the circulation of card money and ordered it to be paid 
at the loss of one half, bu t as they were not in a posi tion to remit the total of the 
funds for the ordinary expendi tures of 1716, and as they r eserved for the expen
ditures of 1718 a par t of those r emitted in 1717, in money, only the fir t ar ticle 
of the D eclaration was enacted ;-that card money should be issued to meet the 
expenses of the las t six months of 1716 and those of the first six months of 1717 • 

' 
1 P . 399. 
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and i t was forbidden to issue i t in the future under any pretext or to put it into 
circulation. 

By means of this new issue there resulted from the operation 2,750,000 
livres, for which amount M. Gaudion paid 1,375,000 livres in bills of exchange 
and there r emained no more of this money. 

Observation 

It would appear from inspection of this minute that the holders of the card 
money especially must have Jost much by the reduction of one half, and that the 
colony in general as well as domestic trade must have suffered much from the 
discredit of this mone:y. I t is, however, true that the owners of the cards gained 
by this transaction, owing to the enormous profits they had made on the sale of 
the goods which bad brought them in these cards. The colony and trade 
profited from i t th1·ough the fishing establishments and commercial enterprises 
which the ease with which cards were ob tained gave them opportunity to under
take, as well as the uumber of houses they built and the amount of land they 
had cleared. Only the officers and servants of tbe K ing suffered, because the 
majority, having only their salary to live upon and being paid in card money, 
bought what was necessary for living and clothing at exorbitant rates. 

It bad been proposed at the time of the suppressic,n of the fo rmer cards tc 
introduce ne,, ones into trade in ord er to aid the circulation, care being taken not 
to make this new issne as great as the preceding, bu t this plan was rejected. 

They bad in view providing assistance for the domestic trade in order to 
promote its exchange, since they had but this one medium, the metallic 
currency which was sent there returning to F rance the same year, or the little 
that 1·emai11ed being in the hands of people who kept it for their future needs. 

\Vhat \\":1.S fol'esccn, occurred: domestic trade suffered very much, as also 
the se ttler, \\"ho was r,hrnys forced to sell his provisions to his disadvantage-
on credit or in barter for other goods. 

At last, as the result of reiterated protests and also with a vi ew to providing 
for the r eimbursemc:1t of the special expenses that had been incurred for the 
K ing's service, H is :Majesty determined in 1720 to order an issue of 400,000 
livres of card money ;1 which was done, to the great satisfaction of all classes in 
the co1ony. 

But as it is now capable of a more extended trade than i t was in the past, 
complaints are made that this sum of 400,000 livres is not sufficien t for the 
circu1ation. The merchan ts, as a body, are making representations to this effect, 
the Govemor-Gener:11, the I ntendant, the Bishop and a1l associations think the 
same, and represent that these 400,000 livres hardly circulate at all, being for 
the most par t in the hands of pcop1e who accumulate them, either for purchases 
or for some under taking. 

F rom this lack of a circulating medium arises the distress ·which is wide 
spread throughou t the country ; artizans are not employed, or common labourers 
either, wh ich condition affects all the people of the country and trade also since 

. ' these men no t being employed, they are not 111 a position to share in the con-
sumption of provisious, which would bring relief to those who are cultivating or 
improving their land, as " ell as to commerce which profits bv exchange. 

1 P. 589. 
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The merchants ~rnd some of th e se ttlers of the country who could undertak6 
enterprises, ei ther in the fi sheries 01· in building ships and houses or in clearing 
land, are not in a position to make the most of their industry, because the card 
money which is the only kind in the country, is not circulating and is, as has 
been already said, in the hands of people who lay it by, to make their profit out 
of i t. 

T here is reason to consider this statement as true. His Majesty, at the time 
of the issue of the 400,000 livres of this money, in order to give credit to it 
and to enable the trade of the Kingdom to pro.fit by it, ordered that there should 
be fu rnished each year, beginning with 1730, the sum of 250,000 livres of bills 
of exchange payable in money by the Treasurer-General of the Marine at P aris. 1 

The I ntendant at the same time was ordered to deliver these bills of exchange 
only to tho e who brought cards to the Treasury to au equivalent value. 

That was carried out in 1730. The cards being novel, they were returned 
to the Treasury to the extent of 250,000 livres in bills of exchange, which were 
drawn on the accoun ts of 1731 and punctually paid when due. 

"Whether this p1mctuali ty gave more credit to the cards, or whether due to 
the motives already explained as to their circulation, there were carried to the 
Chest of the T reasurer in 1731, only 113,000 livres of this money, and in 1732 
only 63,000 livres, s.:.i that, in order not to prejudice the returns of the traders 
of the Kingdom, the J utendant was obliged to order that the orders for expen
diture should be equally r eceived for bills of exchange; and in spite of this 
convenience there were only 230,000 livres of them dr awn in 1731 for 1732 
:md 225,000 livres in 1732 for 1733, instead of 25 0,000 livres each year, which 
only too well proves that the cards are being laid by and that there are not 
enough of them for the country's trade. 

This was clearly foreseen, but fear of abusing the convenience of this 
expedient, whether for increasing the expenditures, or for avoid ing annually 
remitting the funds appropriated, decided the Count de Maurepas to leave him
self no choice in a matter o delicate, in order that be might not fall into the 
same situation as th ai, in which they found themselves in 1714. 

I t has been stated above that the colony in general, the Governor General, 
the I ntendant and the Bishop, asked an increase of card money. 

The I ntendant, in particular, represents that the country has need of help, 
that it can susta in i t~elf on ly by the advances that the King makes; there are 
no other sources than peltries and bills of exchange for the returns which have 
to be made to France for the goods brought to Canada and consumed there. 
Persuaded of this truth, be bad proposed in 17312 to have [ vessels] built in 
Canada in order usefully to increa e the expenditure, but as this scheme can 
not be carried out at present, His :i\Iajesty can make other useful expenditures, 
such as maintaining a grea ter number of troops, or having Quebec fortified. 

The merchants represent, on their part, that the small amount of money 
th at for some year s has circulated in the colony, is causing a derangement there, 
as injurious to the settlers as to the merclrnnts. 

D ebtors find it out of their power to satisfy their creditors, owing to lack 
of money, :m d arc liable to see a stock of 10,000 livrcs sold for 3,000 livres and 
somet imes for less. 

1 P. 583. 2 See in this connection, Hocquart to t he minister, October 15 1731 
(Serie cu I , Vol. 55, p. 153). ' 
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The lack of money stops ship-building and house-building, clearing of land, 
the fisheri es and eveTy other undertaking. 

They propose, in order to remedy these evils, to make an increase of cards, 
and to tbis end to increase the expenditure by a sum of 600,000 livres, to be 
employed on the fortifications and in the building of sbips (which they claim to 
construct more cheaply than in France) if, at their expense, there are sent 
good carpenters and a master ship-wright to manage for them and make the 
choice of t imbers. This arrangement would result in a considerable saving. 

All these representations tend entirely to an increase in money, of which 
an increase in expenditure is a necessary consequence. What appears certain 
is that the country c:11~not get along with 400,000 livres of money, but it appears 
also that the merchants propose too great an increase and that it would suffice 
to make it, at most, •J.00,000 livres. 

The question is to know on what it may be used, for if His Majesty de
termined to make this increase, one would necessarily have to use it up in ne"I'" 
expendi tures, as it could not be applied to the ordinary expenditures without 
causing considerable injury to the trade of the Kingdom, since it would be neces
sary to suspend for two years the drawing of bills of exchange on France, at 
least always to r emit the ordinary fu nds a year in advance. 

The Intendant proposes an increase in troops and the fortification of 
Quebec. 

The means proposed to bring about the increase in cards have been 
explained: the principal ones are the increase in troops and the fortification of 
Quebec, but both the one and the other can have effect but slowly, because it is 
not possible to use up mere than 40,000 lines per year on the fortifications and 
because the increase :in troops can take place only next year. 

It appears, however, necessary to increase the circulation of money in 
Canada, to revive and promote domestic trade, building, farming, and the 
fisheries. 

There are two Y,iiys of doing that. 
Th e first, to antborize the issue, during this year, of at least 200,000 livres 

in card money and to order at the same time its employment, either for purchas
ing flour for provisioning Louisbourg, or on the fortifications, the building of 
ships, and the increase of troops-for the issue would become useless without 
i ts being employed, because the money would lie in the Treasury. 

The second would be to send this year in c:ish a fund of about 250,000 to 
300,000 livrcs to meet the expenditures of next year and to continue the same 
advance each year whilst this aid is necessary to the country and to trade. 

This last project will provide equally well for the activity of trade, and 
this fuud "\\'hich will :ihrnys be in the Treasury or used in paying ordinary 
expenses, will not lead to mistakes, whereas in adopting the scheme of increasing 
the issue of card mon<::y, the money will be used up in special expenditures, the 
necessity for which is not urgen t, if one excepts the provisioning of Louis
bourg, which is not fl matter of grea t expense. Supposing then that in the 
course of one, two or three years, an increase of 400,000 livres of card money is 
determined on, and that it is employed in special expenditures which can be 
postponed, the King will be charged with this debt-which one clay must be 
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paid-and His Majesty will thus deprive himself of a resource he could have at 
a later period, and in time of war for some enterprise in New France or for its 
defence. 

To all the above it may be rejoined, that the facility for issuing card 
money may induce an increase of expenditure : one the more readly allows him
self to do such things when he has such freedom and is less careful as to those 
" ·hich ar e pr oposed. This facili ty might control the Governor General and 
Intendant. Precise orders could be given forbidding all exceptional expen
diture : but when a case in point comes up, as no one is on the spot to verify 
its necessity, it must be left to those who are charged with the Government and 
the administration of the finances in the colony. 

All the disadvantage there may be in adopting the plan of remitting the 
funds in advance, is that, on this account, bills of exchange will not be provided, 
which makes one faci lity tbe less for the returns of the merchants trading from 
France to Canada. This external trade is only carried on during the months 
of August, September and October of each year, for, from the month of 
Novembcl' to the end of June, the navigation of the river St. Lawrence is 
impracticaLle on account of ice. I t is also during these three months that the 
beaver and other peltries are brought from the pays d' en haut to Quebec. The 
trade of France will suffer, then, the first year, from the want of bills of 
exchange on the Treasmer-General of the Marine, but there will be those drawn 
on the Company of the Indies for the cost of the beaver, which is a matter of 
300,000 to 400,000 livres. There will be also the other peltries, which make 
up a total of 80,000 to 100,000 livres. And as some of the ships from France 
load flour at Quebec, as also salt fish and wood, which they carry to the French 
I slands, whence they bring sugars to France in exchange, they can still further 
increase this resource to their trade,-equally useful to the colony. 

The years following the fi rst despatch of funds in coin will see it spread 
through the colony, and as those into whose hand it may pass, will use it in 
the purchase of the crrrgoes of ships from France, this coin will return each year 
into the hands of tho merchants, who will send it to France, and that will be a 
support for trade still more immediate than bills of exchange and more useful 
for the merchants. 

It is also true that, by this process, the State will risk this coin, both in 
having it sent to Canada and in r eturning i t to F rance. There are disad
vantages in any scheme. 

[Not signed] 

COUPLAI :rT AS TO THE CURRENCY AT MONTREAL 

Jl1. de Beaucours. llfontreal, f2" d October, 1735. 
11:y L ord: 

W e never see coined money here,-the officers either. I am paid only 
once a year and that in bills of exchange and I am obliged to nego tiate them for 
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cards and for notes of Monsieurs de Lery1 on the for tifications. This forces us 
to buy dear er than wi th coined money, besides the difficulty there is in passing 
these notes for the trifles of which one has constant need. I do not know when 
thin o·s will be on a better footing, not ye t having gone down to Quebec since 
coming to :Montreal to arrange these affairs ; moreover, there are things here 

1 Sr_ Cha ussegros de Lery was born in the distric t of P rovence in Fra nce and sent 
t o Canada in 1716 as a n engineer, to design and super intend the construction of various 
fo rtifications and other public works. During a professional car eer in the colony ex
t ending over forty years, he was associated with practically all of the for t ifications 
a nd most of the public works in Canada . Among t hese were the fo r ti fications at 
Quebec and Mont real , including t he walls sur rounding t he la tter town, N iagara, 
Chambly, St. Freder ic, and Sault Sa int Louis. Among t he other public works which 
he designed or carr ied out were t he pavi lion of the Chateau of Quebec, and extensive 
r epairs on the episcopal palace there. H e designed the Cour t H ouse at Three Rivers , 
and acted in an advisory capacity in connection wit h the iron mines and forges of 
S t. Maurice. He was consu lted also with r ef er ence to various other mining propert ies, 
no tably at Baie St. P a ul. In 1742 he drew plans for the new sh ip build ing yards on 
t he St. Charles River a t Quebec, and, t wo years later, fo r the dry dock to be constructed 
opposite the sh ip yard on the same r iver . He a lso modelled a plan in relief of the town 
of Montreal to be sent t o the Home Government. H e a ppears to have been, on the whole, 
a very capable engineer, t hough a subsequent gover nor , Duquesne, in 1753, with a 
good knowledge of h is work, r eported t o the minister t ha t be was better as a designer 
of works than as a pr actical engineer in carrying t hem out. The efficiency of h is 
services in the colony was fo r a time considerably impaired owing to a violent quarrel 
with Governor Vaudr eu il. The lady in the case was Mde. de Vaudreu il, who wished 
to have the chateau extended an d embellished in keeping with the exalted position of its 
vice-regal occupan ts. But de Lery had alr eady great ly exceeded the appropriation for 
t hese improvement s, and wa s in deed afterwards censured on th is account . He therefore 
r efused to undertake t he extra work. Ther e r esu lted some more or less dramatic 
scenes in which much scorn ful vice r egal lang uage was hurled from a g reat height at the 
audacious engineer . But de Lery, being a native of Provence, r eacted with unabashed 
insolence at a high t emperature. Much official correspondence was r equired to r estore 
working relations. L ike most of t he French officials in Canada, de Lery was ver y eager 
fo r honour s a nd decorat ions, not t o mention the mor e cosmopolitan craving for increased 
r emuneration . As ear ly as 1728 the min ister declar ed t hat he could not accede to de 
Lery's r epeated r equests for h onour s and r emuner at ion. There is no superior officer in 
the colony, h e decla r es, who is so well treated as th is engineer. It appear s that the 
r ank of captain had been given him to get over the difficulty of detached officers 
r efusing to obey his order s in connect ion with the fo rtifications. Af ter long and 
p er sistent importunity he secured the Cross of S t. Louis, in 1741. By tha t time some 
of the older member s of h is numerous family r equired assistance. Hocquart, wi th his 
usual friendliness towa r ds f ellow officials, h ad always favoured the r equests of the de 
Lerys, fathe r a nd sons. When , however , Bigot succeeded, in 1748, there was a shar p 
r ever sal in t he r eports. T he eldest son was r el ieved of h is position as assistant engineer, 
admit ting frankly, accor ding to Bigot, t hat he was unfit for the position. The father 
h imself is repor ted as no longer able t o get about and h is replacement is recommended. 
In th e m ean time the services of Sr. Franquet , engaged on the fortifications of Louis
bourg, were to be uti lized on h is visit to Quebec for t he winter . T he minister replied 
in 1750 t hat de Lery Sr. could not be r eplaced at that t ime for lack of a su itable succes
sor. Sr. de Couange would be sent from Louisbourg as assistant engineer, to r eplace 
t h e son. Bigot's aggr essive activity and insist ence on efficiency qu ite upset t he easy 
going m ethods which p r evailed in t he la tter part of H ocquar t's r egime. De Ler y in 
pa rticular r esen ted t he atti t ude of the new intendant, endeavou ring to ignore him by 
declining t o r ender t o him the usual reports. For t his he was sharply r ebuked by t he 
minist er . H e r esented, a lso, t he ca ll ing in of Franquet to furni sh plans for t he new 
fortifications at Quebec. In a let ter t o the minister , who r eturned a copy of it t o t he 
gover nor a nd in tendant, he not only ent irely disapproved of F r anquet's plans but 
in t imated t ha t should t hey be accepted he must decline to carry them out. W hile they 
were considering what was to be done, should de Ler y per sist in his bad humour he 
died, in 1756, and was r eplaced by Sr. Pontleroy. ' 
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having to do with the service on which it would be well to confer with the 
Gener al ; and tbe ships once depar ted there is no f m ther remedy. 

[ Signed] BOI SBERTHELOT DE BEAUCOURS.1 

Moutrcal, 2nd October, 1735. 

1 J ean Maur ice J osue de Boisberthelot (als o Dubois Berthelot) de Beaucours (also 
Beaucourt) entered the service of the K ing as a mar ine guard in 1682. H e went to 
Canada as a lieutenant in th e land troops in 1688. In 1691 he was promoted by 
Frontenac t o t he rank of captain, being r eported as a good offi cer and a brave man. 
I n 1711 he was employed by Vaudreuil the elder in putting the defences of Quebec in a 
condition to r esis t an anticipated attack by the British afte r the capt ure of Acadia the 
previous year. In 1712 he was appa r en t ly r ecogni zed as ch ief eng ineer in Ca nada , 
since it was under that designation t hat h e was appointed, in 1715, t o succeed 
L'Hermite as chief engineer in Ile Royale. At the same time he was appointed 
lieutenant of the King for Ile Roya le, a posi tion which r endered him virtually 
assistant to de Soubr a s t he commissa ry controller, discharging the fun ctions of 
intendant bu t ,vi thou t full rank. On October 20, 1715, de Soubras a nnounced t he 
arrival of Beaucours and h is family at Louisbourg. Beaucours set to work imme
diately on ,plans fo r the fortifications of Louisbourg and Port Dauphin. In his capacity 
a s King's lieutenant he sent a general r eport on Ile Royale t o the Council of Marine, 
November 19, 1717. I n F ebruary 1722 Comte de St. P ierre, t o whom had been granted 
the I slan d of St. J ean (Prince Edward Island) r equested the min ister to appoint 
Beaucours, t hen Commandant of Port Da uphin, a s governor of the I sland to succeed de 
Gottenville. The m in ister consented a nd he wa s appointed for t wo years. H e quar
r elled with St. Pierre's ma nager and t hei r diffi culties ended in a law su it. On his r eturn 
t o Ile Royale, in 1724, as K ing's lieu tenant, he requested to succeed M. de Ra mezay as 
governor of Montreal; but de Longueuil had precedence. He t hen a pplied fo r the 
governor ship of Three Rivers, vacated by de Longueuil, but t his again was promised to 
Chassaigne. The death of Longueuil in June 1729, revived bis hopes. Chassaigne was 
promoted to Montrea l and Beaucours succeeded to the governorship of Three River s, 
1730 , where h e had general supervision of the iron mines and fo rges. In April, 1733, 
the minister announced to h im that he was t o succeed Chassaigne as governor of 
Montreal. Beaucours immedia tely peti tioned for the honorary rank of post-captain of 
th e n avy. The Duke and Duchess de Lorges urged the minister not only to gr ant h im 
the rank of post-capta in, but t o appoint h im Lieutenant General of the K ing in t he 
government of Ca nada , thu s paving the way for t he colonial governorsh ip. The 
m inister replied t ha t the K ing was aver se t o t he creation of any such position as 
Lieutenant General in Ca nada. It was at t his per iod tha t the despa tch , of wh ich t he 
por tion her e given in the text is an extract, was sent. In the portion omitted Beau
cours tells how badly things are supplied at Montreal, referring par ticular ly to t he lack 
of proper housing fo r the governor , who is compelled to r ent a mer chant 's establish
ment. The t r oops , t oo, a r e a ba d lot; in fa ct most of them are mut inous, seditious, and 
incorrigible. Threats of pu nishment have little effect on t hem, since t hey simply desert 
to t he Indians and cannot be r ecalled. E ven t he J esuits have no control over t hem. As 
a sequel to th e demoral ized condition of the m ilitary establishment at Mon treal, we fi nd 
that, in 1742, he was severely r ebuked on accoun t of t he lack of discipl ine among t he 
t r oops, a det achment of which r efused to obey orders and per mitted t he escape of two 
cr iminals convicted of passing counterfei t paper money. I n October , 1738, he repor ted 
tha t t he mai n walls of Montreal wer e completed with eight large a nd eight small gates, 
etc. H is eng in eer ing interests were aroused by the problem of the annual ice shoves 
a t Mon t r eal , for whi ch h e advised cer tain protective works. Finding his p osition 
growin g ever mor e difficult, owing to the clash ing of ofiicial interest s and t he little 
prospect of any fu r ther promot ions, he requested on severa l occasions to be r el ieved 
of offi ce on a pension . In F ebr uary, 1748, the m inister announced that he was to retire 
on a pension of 3,000 livres , w ith a special g ratuity of 600 _ livres _addit ional. As h e 
wished to r em ain in the colo ny he was allowed to draw his pension there. On his 
r etirement he wa s found to have overdrawn h is allowance by some 1,800 livTes, which, 
being un able to r epa y, he wa allowed as an extra gr atuity. His salary as governor 
being ina dequ ate to his needs his pension proved even more so, hence w it h in a year 
B igot r eports h is case t o the mini ster a s "former ly Gover nor of Montr eal and a 
d isting uish ed officer , who is reduced to pover ty". Shortly afterwa rds he d ied at 
Montreal, 9t h May 1750. Arra 1_1 gements wer e made for a p ens ion for the w idow to be 
made payable in Canada. 
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REVIEW OF AMOUNTS OF CARD MONEY LATELY ISSUED AND 
E XPENDED 

TO 1\!ESSRS DE BEAUH ARNOIS AN D HOCQUA.RT 

Gentlemen:-

Versailles, May 15, 1736. 

I have r eceived th e letters you wrote to me on the 21st and 28th October 
of last year.1 

By the two official m inutes of issue of card money which were joined to the 
first one, it appears that 30,000 livres of it was issued in October 1734, and in 
May 1735, a sum of 47,850 livres ; adding to which the 50,250 livres which 
were issued in April 1734, the total of the cards issued of the 200,000 livres 
whose issue was ordered in 1732, amounts to 128,100 livres. 

It is shown from the statement attached to the same letter of the expen
ditures made against these 200,000 livres of new issue that they amount to 
175,809 11 109 7d. 

Thus these expenditures exceed the amount issued by 47,70911 109 7d, which 
I count on your having reimbursed by the issue of card money for this sum. 

F rom ano ther point of view it appears that what remains of these 200,000 
livres to be made use of, ought to be more than sufficient for the completion of 
the walls of Montreal and of the for tifications of Pointe a la Chevelure. 

I have included the 1376411 0- 2d, the amount of the repairs made in 1735 
to the fortifications and Civil Buidings of the colony, in the same statement ; 
and the bills of exchange that M. H ocquart drew for this sum have been paid. 
I council you anew to pr actice all the economy possible for this kind of repairs 
which occasions quite la rge enough expense every year . 

My Lord : 

. [N ot signed] 

DEATH F OR COUNTERFEITING 

M. H ocqttart: 25 S eptember, 1736 

E xtract 

I have the honour to address to you a copy of the judgment I rendered on 
the second of J nly last, acting as a court of last resort with the legal number of 
colleagues, against the indicted persons, Louis Mallet and Marie Moore, his 
wife, inhabi tants of the P ar ish of St. Laurent, I sle of Orleans, who were 
declared accused and convicted of the making and issue of counterfeit card 
money and condemned to the penalty of death, which they suffered the same 
day. All their goods [ were] acquired by, and confiscated unto the profit of 
His Maj es ty . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Quebec, 25 th September, 1736. 
[Signed] ROCQUART 

1 See S frio cu I , Vol. 63, p . 158. 
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CENSURE OF I "°TEN:OANT FOR OVER-ISSUE OF CARD :.\{ONEY 
AND FOR EXCESSIVE EXPENDITURE 

Versailles, 16 April, 1737. 

TO 11£. HOCQUART: 

I have had an account, Sir, of your letter of the 1st October of last year, 
together with the statement that you attached to it of the card money issued on 
the 200,000 livres whose issue was ordered and of the use made of it. 

According to this extract, there had been issued up to the month of 
F ebruary, 1736, 19 (3, ] D311 128 6<1 of this money. There was 3,03711 10" 0£ it 
issued on the 17 th October , according to an official minute attached to the le ter 
you ,vrote to me along with )I. de Beauharnois, so that the amount fo:ed b, the 
King's ordinance of the 12th May, 1733,1 is exceeded by 13111 25 6'1. • 

I do not uuder~tand whence proceeds this excess, wh ich can have been 
made only by crror. But however it may be, it will not do to let it stand, the 
King's purpose being that there should be no increase on the 200,000 livrc0 

:fi..--;::ed by His Majesty's ordinance. A.s I explain by the joint despatch to JOU 

and to M. de B eauharnois 13111 25 6d of this money will have to be cancelled. 
With regard to the expcnditmes made on this fund of 200,000 lines, I sa'i\· 

by the extract attached to your letter of the first of October, that you carried on 
it, first of all, 10,000 liVTes for the loan made to sr Francheville2 for the develop
ment 0£ the iron mines, 2,000 livi·es for the advance made to sr Desme1oize3 for 

1 Seep. 641. 2 See note 2, p. 647. 
a Nicolas Marie Renaud D'Avene des Meloizes belonged to a distinguished F r ench 

family and was born at Quebec 21st January, 1696. His maternal grandfather was 
M. Dupont de Neuville (see note 1, p. 75), through whom he obtained an appointment 
as ensig n, Ju ly 1715. R e afterwards went to France for a time, but returned in 1724, 
as we find h is name on the list of passengers for Canada r eported to the governor by 
the Navy Board, in June of that year. The same year he was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant_ In October 1732, the intendant informed the minister that he had been sent 
to France with despatches, and r ecommended him for promotion. While in France he 
seems to have become interested in the manufacture of tiles for roofing, and evidently 
considered that this industry might be established with profit in Canada; where so many 
fires were due to the dry shingled roofs of the houses in conjunction with wood fires on 
open hearths. Apparently he had applied to the minister for financial assistance, for, 
on April 20th 1734, the minister informed him that he had granted him a loan of 6,000 
livres to assist in the establishment of his tile kiln. As usual in such pioneering enter
prises in Canada , he found it very difficult to persuade skiiled workmen to leave France 
and settle in the colony. In April 1735, the minister sympathized with him in this 
difficulty which h ad continued since 1733. In 1735, however, a workman with some 
knowledge of this business happened to come to Canada on his own account. He was 
engaged to direct the work and to instruct others, with the result that the foundations 
of the new in dustry were laid in the course of the summer of 1735. The first tiles 
produced were r eported by the intendant as equal to those made in France; but the 
question r emained . would they stand the Canadian winters ? Only one third of the 
authorized loan for 6,000 livres, to be paid from the new issue of card money. was 
actually advanced, the r emainder awaiting the winter test 0£ the tile . In October. 
1736, the governor and intendant reported that only one per cent of the tiles laid the 
previous winter had been broken. They will, however, await another winter's test 
before advancing any furthur portion of the authorized loan. The K ing manifested 
much interest in the fate of the industry. Re was pleased at the progress which was 
being made, but commended the caution of t he governor and intendant. In the autumn 
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the es tablishment of a tile works and 33, 76311 145 6c1 for the cost and freight of 
2,500 quintals of fl am sent to Ile Royale for provisioning the stores of Louis
bourg. I have no other remark to make on these three items, except that the first 
two are not to be r egarded as actual [ expenditures J since they will both come in 
again. 

As regards the other i tems of expenditure contained in the same extract, 
that is, that of 64,28911 118 9c1 for the for tifications of Montreal in 1734 and 
1735, that of 57,506 11 15 2c1 for the construction of Fort Pointe a la Chevelure up 
to and including the :r ear 1735 and that of 26,16811 25 3c1 for the dyke made at 
Quebec, I confess to you that I can not avoid being annoyed at the considerable 
increases found in the expenditure on all these works; and you will see by the 
memoir of the King t:1iat H . M. is really very much displeased about it. It must 
however be ·provided for . But I e},,-plained to you personally and I r~peat it to 
you here that H . M. will not permit any new issue of cards for it; and it can 
well be obviated and the deficiency supplied through the 12,000 livres which are 
to come back into the T reasury for the advances made to the late S. de Franche
ville and to sr D esmeloize and through the fund of 17,250 livres assigned for 
the for tifications of Montreal which ought to be continued for that purpose, so 
much the more as the sum of the expenditures made in 1731, 1732 and 1733 for 
the expense of the r epair of F ort Pointe a la Ohevelure-the replacement of 
which I had believed myself able to assign to this fund of 17,250 livres-will 
be order ed by the Establishment of the King of the present year with the sum 
of the expenditures m ade for the similar repairs in 1734 and 1735. It is your 
business to arrange :::ll these different i tems in conformity with R. M's inten· 
tions. I am persuadt d that he will have grounds for satisfaction with the care 
you will give to the matter. 

I have examined the plan you sent me of the annual expense of the repairs 
to F ort P ointe a la Ohevelure, but as it is not permanent I did not judge it 
proper to provide a f und for these repaiTs. You will have to send me each year 
an exact account of the actual expenditure that has been made and the funds 
will be appropriated for it in the customary way. But I advise you above all to 
see to it with all the attention of which you are capable that there is no abuse 
of this expenditure and that it is made with all the economy possible. 

[Not signed] 

of 1737 the government officer s reported very fully on the exper ience of the previous 
winter, which seemed to indicate that the t iles put on with nails proved more satis
factory than t h ose la id in mortar. They encouraged Meloizes t o give the industry 
another trial before giving it up, as he seemed inclined to do. The minister, writing to 
h im in May 1738, says t ha t since t he damage done to t he t iles was evidently due t o the 
mortar h e should not be discouraged. Also a memor andum from the King to the 
minister, in May 1739, says that the experiment wi th the pressed tiles gives reason to 
bel ieve that the manufacture would be successful, especially if they wer e glazed. 
W hether Meloizes made any further efforts t o put his industry on a paying basis is 
uncertain. No f urther a dvances of card money were called fo r, and in 1741 we find 
the minister g r anting h im an e.,tension of thr ee year s for t he r epayment of the orig inal 
advan ce of 2,000 livres. Meloizes and la Mar tiniere had been r ecommended bv the 
governor and intendant to fi ll two vacancies in t he Superior Council , but t he K in"' in 
a memorandun~ of_ Apr il 11th , _1735, stated t hat he did not think it advisable to g~'ant 
th e t wo vaca ncies rn_ t he Council to ~~ese gent)e'1;1en a~ their occupat ions, being milit a ry 
offi cer s , wer e not sm ted to such pos1t 1ons. Melo1zes died at Quebec, July 4, 1743. 
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CO:.\fPLA TNT BY GOVERNOR OF MO_ TREAL THAT HIS NOTES 
ARE WOT .'\ ' EPTED AT QUEBEC 

My Lord: 
October 8, 17110. 

. • • • ~\ ,~1~;t·t~1: ~v-hi~l~ ;; dis·t~~lin·g· ~-e· ;~r/ ~~1~h ·i~ ·th;t th~;e· h;s· b;~~ ~~ -~~~~y 
111 th e lrC'asury dunng the whole of the year : I was obliged to borrow from the 
mercha11 ts and, not bci ng able to go down to Quebec to retire my bills of ex
change, the holders _of my notes are r ebuffed as they are unwilling to give 
exchange to them, ,·.-1th the result that I am completely di scredited aud on the 
verge of lackino- everything, both for means of life and dwelling, having no place 
what oevcr where a Governor might dwell. I believe I am the only French 
governor whose position is not provided with lodging and [mine are] very bad 
for the money.1 

. .. ..... ... ............ . ........ . ... . ... .. .. . .... .. ..... . ..... . 

[Signed] BOISBERTHELOT DE BEAUCOURS. 

Montreal, 3rd Oct., 1740. 

EVIL OF THE UN LilliTED ISSUE OF NOTES 

l\Jy Lord: 
1'he jjfar<J.uis de B eauharnois 25 October, 17 40 

::Jany things arc occurring here to which I most humbly entreat you to be 
good enough to give your attention. The quantity of notes is so great that the 
troops arc suffering very much from them, as well as the public: of those issued 
from Montreal, signed Jllichel, the number can be ascertained, they being 
numbered and registered, but of those which are issued at Quebec signed Varin, 
one can learn nothing, this rule not being established. It is, My Lord, in conse
quence very easy to put as many on the ma1·ket as one wishes and to make use 
of them for tran actions which tend to nothing less than the colon s ruin; there 
is but one single voice as to that. You will recall, My Lord the instruction you 
did M. Hocquart and myself the honom of giving us, on account of our ha,ing 
issued without orders, 60,000 livrns of cards, and I would not today take the 
liberty of speaking to you of the c note without numbers, if it were not that 
M. Hocquart said last year to M. P ean~ and to several others, that if the public 

1 For the background of these complaints see note 1, p. 677. 
2 Michel Jean Hugues P ean was a Knight of the Royal Mili tary Order of St. Louis, 

Capta in and Adjutant of the Marine Forces of Canada, and Brevet Major of the City 
of Quebec. H e belonged to one of the most prominent families in Canada. His father, 
Hugues J acques P ean de Livaudicre, Knight of St. Louis, belonged to the noblesse of 
France, his title being formally recognized and registered before the Council at Quebec, 
F ebruary 1726. He acquired several seigneuries in Canada and was a ver:v distin
guished and trusted officer of the government of Tew France. He died Major of the 
City of Quebec, 25th January 1747. Being very ill and reported as dying, in July 1743, 
he naturally sough t from the minister some provision for his son Michel whom the 
minister duly promised to remember. In the spring of 1745 the son wa; appointed 
assistant to his father in the office of Town Major of Quebec. In Jan~ary following he 
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refused them, he could not force it to r eceive them; if they are not receivable, 

married Angelique Genevieve Des Meloizes, daughter of Nicholas M. Meloizes (see 
no te 3, p. 681). She acquired much notoriety in the gay life of Quebec before its fall 
as the s pecial friend of Bigot, through whom the complacent husband was supposed to 
have been admitted to a considerable share in the general plunder. Pean the younger, 
however, had no special need to depend upon others for his advancement, although the 
acquisition of his fortune was doubtless clue to his association with the group which 
controlled the enormous expend iture of the last years of French rule. Personally he 
was a n officer of exceptional abi lity ancl adclress, fincling favour in the eyes of those 
in high positions though otherwise considerably at variance, such as the Governors La 
Jonquicre, Duquesne, and Vaudreuil. On the death of his father , in 1747, the 
majority of Quebec clicl not pass to the son, but was given by the minister to the Cheva
lier de Longueuil. In 1756, however, P ean succeeded to the office of Brevet Major at 
Quebec. In the meantime the favours of the intendant ancl the governors were to some 
extent offset by minor enemies. The minister, writing to the governor, I,a Jonquiere, 
14 June 1750, announcecl that in response to his reiterated request for the promotion of 
P ean he has granted to him a commission as captain, but adds that he has been repre
sented to h im as g uilty of many abuses in connection with supplies for the barracks, 
ancl if such is the case he must wi thhold the commission. Replying in the autumn of 
the same year the governor states that from all the information he can obtain Pean is 
no t g ui lty of the abuses charged to him. La Jonquiere died suddenly in March 1752, 
and was succeeded by Duquesne who, in the selection of his most trusted officers, 
r esolved to be independent of the close corporation which constituted the advisory 
atmosphere of every new governor. As the r esult of personal observation on the part 
of the governor, three men were brought to the front whose practical achievement s 
speedily justified their selection. These were i\Iarin (see note 2, p. 735), Pean, and 
Le Mercier (see below, Montcalm to Belle-isle, April 12, 1759). Before the 
end of the year the first two were recommended for the Cross of St
Louis, but the j udgment of the governor was doubted and Pean did not· 
then receive the decoration. The following year, however, he received a large grant 
of la nd in the rear of the seigneury of Beaumont. Marin had set out in 1753 on a 
difficult mission to bring into submission a number of restless Indian tribes in the r egion 
of the Illinois and Ohio R ivers, and to improve the communications in these parts. He 
and h is Canadians had accomplished much before being overwhelmed with fatigue and 
disease and forced to return. In September Pean was sent with an additional contin
gent to co-operate with h im, but as it proved to relieve him and continue the western 
section of the mission towards the Mississippi. In connection with these difficult 
operations Duquesne cannot praise too h ighly the excellent qualities of Marin and 
P ean. Of the latter h e says "He is a prodigy in talent, capacity, resourcefulness and 
zeal" (see Srfrie en I, vol. 99, p_ 41). They are r epresented as having saved French 
interests in the west, one sequel of which was Braddock's defeat a couple of years later. 
Meantime the accusations against P ean and others were still passing to France. 
Writing to Bigot, in June 1754, the minister mentions specifically a number of promi
nen t officials, including P ea n and Varin, who were supposed to be involved in the 
manipulation of t he government supplies to their own great profit. P ean is understood 
to control the supplies of flour and vegetables. Bigot, after a professed personal inves
tigation, reports such accusations to be malicious and untrue. Meantime Duquesne, 
himself the object of much attack, was disposed of, June 1755, and a native Canadian, 
Vaudreuil, succeeded as the last governor under French rule. Pean, however, was, if 
possible, more popular than ever, and in the spring of 1756 was at last granted the 
Cross of St. Louis , in r esponse to the recommendations of Vaudreuil. In 1758 a number 
of the officials deeply involved in the commissariat scandals sought to escape the 
anticipated consequences by an early r eturn to France. Among these was Pean, who, 
at the solicitation of the governor and loaded with his praises, was allowed to return 
in the autumn of that year, taking with him confirmation of the latest ,ictories of 
Montcalm, before the r eaction of the following year. Pean apparently undertook to 
offer advice to the n ew :Min is ter of the Colonies, Bcrryer, but was severely rebuked. 
The m inister closed his communication with the observation that he only wished he were 
able to give sufficiently prompt orders to put a stop to the calamities which a bad 
administration had brought upon the colony, or at least to administer punishment to 
those who have had a share in it. When the crash came, P ean, with Varin and others 
who had escaped to France, was t hrown into the Bastille along with those brought 
from Canada. In t he judgment of the Tribunal, rendered 10 December 1763 , P ean w as 
condemned to remain in the Bastille during pleasure and pending a further inquiry. 
In the end he was condemned to refund 600,000 livres, which he seems to have done 
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"·hy put them on the market; if, from another poin t of view, they are actual 
expenses, what reason has the In tendant for not giving public credit to them, 
by giving them his vise and causing them to be registered. 1 

[Signed] IlEAUHA.RNOIS 

Quebec, 2G Oclobcr, J 7'1,0. 

'i'i ILD-CAT KIN AS CURRENCY AT NIAGARA 

~I y Lord : 
M . H ocquar t Quebec, 26 October, 1740. 

Iu order to carry out the orders it pleased you to give me in one of the 
articles of the memoir of the King, on the subject of sr La force2 storekeeper at 
N iagara, I have the honour to add ress to you the balanced statement of his 
accoun ts from 1729 up to and including 173 , which was certified to on the 18th 

October of the said year by sr Ohevremont3 whom I had sent there. It appears 
by this balance that the said Laforce is found deficient by 127,842 cats, accord
ing to the method of counting among the traders. Cats are regarded at Niagara 
as currency, by mean5 of which they determine the price of goods and that of 

without much trouble, still retaining sufficient to enable himself and wife t o reti re t o the 
country, and to offer occasional char ity to some of their less fortunate Canadian 
friends. H e died at Cangy in France, 21st August 1782. 

1 This brings out qu ite well the anomaly of being so very strict about the quantity 
of card money t o be issued fo r the payment of current expenditures, while there is 
permitted a perfectly u nlimited and unregulated issue of notes for the payment of the 
sa me expend itures, for simple lack of card money with wh ich to meet them. This 
illustrates also t he fu nction of the notes as pointed out in note 1, p. 605. 

2 Sr. Laforce, Kei:per of the K ing's Stores at Niagara for a number of years, may 
have come from the neighbourhood of N icolet, where, in 1721, a certain P ierre P epin 
dit la F or ce was capta in of t he mi li tia in that ·seigneury. At any rate, l ike many other 
offi cers of tha t and the following period, he had eviden tly been trading on h is own 
account w ith the K ing's stor es. In consequence, as stated in th is despatch, h is accounts 
revea led very serious discr epancies. On learning this the minister, in April 1741, 
inst ructed H ocquart t o have him prosecuted, and about a month later an order of the 
K ing was sent fo r h is arrest, which was apparently carr ied out. In consequence of such 
breaches of trust at seYer al of the posts, t he government determined at th is time t o 
change the system of conducting trade at various posts. In fu ture t he trading privi
leges were to be leased t o the h ighest bidder s. In the year following, 1742, the lease of 
t he Niagara post was granted to Sr. Chalet. 

3 Charles Rene Gaudron de Chevremont came to Canada with Governor Beauhar
nois , apparently in the capacity of an assistan t secreta ry. On July 27, 1732, Intendant 
H ocquart granted him a commission as nota ry of the District of l\Iontreal. At t he same 
tim e he was employed as a clerk in the office of the Controller of Mar ine at Montreal, 
and ,yas therefore Qu ite conversan t wi th th e du ties of the Keeper of the King's Stor es 
at Niaga ra , and a very sui table per son to be sent t o invest igate the condit ion of his 
accounts. With t he assista nce of the governor and in tendant Chevremont h ad 
en~eavom·ed,_ in 1734, a nd on several subsequent occasions. t o obtain a commission as 
w_riter or chief cle1:k. The rn i~ister promised frequently to do something special fo r 
1n m wh~n ?PPort un:t:v should a ff ord . In 1741, however . he was till expect in n- to receive 
a ~omm1ss1on as writer. In a despatch of l\Iay 14. 1743, from t he minister t o Beauh ar
'!!Ols, he refei:s to a Sr .. Chenemont as tak ino- charge of cer tain affa irs for the m inister 
m San Dommg-o. T ins may possibly be the same per son as there aopcar s to be no 
furth er tra ce of h im in officia l ma tter s in Canada. • ' 

265 ,tl-4 5 
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peltries : for example, a blanket is worth eight cats, a pound of beaver two: so 
with other goods and peltries.1 

. . ... . . . .. . . . .. .. . .... . .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. .. .. ..... 

HOCQUART 
Quebec, 26 October, 1740. 

[Signed] 

METHODS OF TRADE 

:MEl\IORANDUll1 ON TITE TRADE OF CANADA. [1741 ] 

Trade with Ile Royale . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The purchasers first give notes which complete the bargain and which 
are always payable in money or in codfish. And when the captains wish to 
make up return cargoes for Canada, they negotiate the notes with those in 
the ships from France, who give them in exchange commodities from the 
Kingdom that are suitable to Canada.2 

.. .. . .. . . . ..... ..... ... . ..... ....... .... ...... ...... .... ..... .. 
[Not signed,. ] 

E XCELLENT CREDIT OF OARD MONEY OWING TO EXCESS OF 
EXPORTS : 1'TEED FOR AN INCREASED ISS1IB 

,Messrs de B eauharnois and Hocquart, 25th October 1741 . 

My L ord : 
There have beer, returned to the Treasury of the Marine this autumn 

176,000 lines of card money and about 464,000 livres of notes and orders on 
the Treasurer. The bills of exchange that I have caused to be drawn amount, 
according to the various statements attached to another despatch, to 622,06311 

138 7d. T he card money has been paid completely in bills of exchange as usual, 
and with regard to the orders, three quarters of these were paid in bills and the 
remaining quarter iu money, so that there remains in the treasury after this 
transaction only the sum of about 52,000 livres, out of which I have taken 
22,000 livres for the amount of the iron supplied to the stores on the last 
occasion, and which T intend for the support of the establishment at St. Maurice, 

1 I n the r eport of t he t r ade at F or ts F rontenac and Niagara for the year 1741, the 
largest number of any variety of furs r eceived was that of wild cats, the standard local 
value of which was 25 sols each. The numbers and the price will account for "cats" 
being the standard of exchange value at these posts. 

2 From the fact that none of the second general issue of the card money was put 
in circulation at Ile Royale, it has been commonly inferred that no paper money was in 
circulation in Ile Royale or Acadia. The notes referred to a bove, however, wer e in 
extensive circulation, serving to adj ust the three-c9rnered trade e::-.'tensively carried on 
a t Louisbourg, especially from 1730 to 1745, and afterwards from 1749 to 1757. This 
trade involved supplies of grain, meat, lumber, and fu rs from Canada, disposed of 
apparently for military and naval supplies at Lou isbourg and partly t o France and the 
West Indies. I n r eturn t he Canadian captains took manufactured goods from France, 
sugar an d other West Indian supplies, and, in t imes of war .portions of the car aoes of 
cap~ured British and colonia l t rading and fishing vessels'. For the employn;ent of 
ordmances and notes on Gover nment account, see note 1, p. 605. 

2G541-•l 5 A 
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until l have 1·ccc ived your orders. I l1ave sent 15,000 livres to ).fontreal and 
th ere now 1·enia i11 s in tl1e trnasury at Qu ebec, a like sum of 15,000 livres for 
current 11 c. Th at, in general , is the situation in which I find myself and 
which J lake the li be:·ty 0£ earn estly entreating you, l\Iy Lord, to be good enougl: 
to r egul ate. 

Th e card money will always have the same credit whi lst that which if 
returned each yea r t·c tl1 c T reasury is paid completely in bills of exchange : it 
h:i.s come to pass of late that in various payments it bad the preference over 
bill s of exchnnge, wh ich is extraord inary aud for which no rea on can be given 
excep t tbis year 's happy stale of the domestic trade of the colony, as compared 
with th at 0£ } ranee. The returns in peltries, food and provisions of all sorts, 
bills 0£ exchange on the a l1ier of the Company of the I nd ies and the Treas
urers-Gencr :i.l of the JiI arine must have exceeded by more than 300,000 livres, 
tbe value of goocl s imported this year; as I have the honour to state to you 
by anoth er despa tch, the merchants from F rance am o,·erstocked, although they 
have sold thei r good · at a profit of ten and twelve per cent above that of pre
ceeding. •cars. The surplus of expor ts remaining in the autumn is found in the 
hand of the res idcn t merchants. These exports can only consist in peltries and 
bills 0£ exchange, the other supplies having been sold during the course of the 
sum.mer. 

Several pr ivate illdividuals are under th e necessity of sending their peltries 
to F rance and those of them who happen to be holders of bills of exchange, not 
being able to provide them ek e- wi th goods from the outside merchant , and 
sti11 not bcillg able to mploy them in any way at pre ent in the domestic tni ,!e 
of the colony, are seeking with a certain anxiety to conver t them into card 
money. Such varia tions in t rade have never before occurred in ,Canada, each year 
imports have exceedrd or at least ba, e been equal to expor ts : in both cases the 
credi t of th e card money will always be sustained and [it] can, in my opinion, 
suppor t an iucrease of 200,000 livres : there is no risk of making one of 120,000 
l ivres. I have the honour of proposing it to you in the joint letter. Supposing 
more than this amount had been returned this year, I would have beeu in a 
position to meet it in bill : the holders of orders and notes, would in truth have 
suffered a greater reduction, bu t without any damao·e to the credit of the [card] 
money. I haYe occasion 0very day to see the merchant ; there is not one who 
does uot agTee on the necessity of making an increase, although the majority 
very confused 1 • comprehend the reasons that occasion it. 

Quebec 25 October, J7,n . 
[Signed] H OCQU..1.RT 

C1\ R CIT1 OF C.ARD l\IO.r EY-REQUEST F OR PER:llI SION TO 
ISSUE 120,000 LIVRES 

.ill essrs cle B ewuha1·noi's cmd R ocq1uirt 

.::M:y Lord : 

2511
' October, 1741 . 

We have the honon r to repor t to •ou that the card monev. duriuO' the course 
of the year , and par tirnlarly this autumn, has had such a w~ll established credit 
in business tran :i.cti ons cvcu :i.ftcr the distribution of bills of exchann·e that 
several. indiv i~luals, i!l ~,arious payments_ made to them, have preferr~d' i t to 
these bill s. The colony s exports, accordmg to the advices we are able to get 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 695 

from the general statements of the merchants, having greatly exceeded the 
amount of goods from F rance, this state of affairs is not to be considered 
surprising. The merchants from France being stocked up, it necessarily follows 
tha t the surplus of exf'orts remains in the hands of the people here : thus it has 
come about that a good number of these latter have been under the necessity of 
sending their pel tries to F rance in the hope of finding a more advantageous 
snle. Oth er people here lrnve sold thei r peltries for bills, with which they find 
themselves embarrassed as they can make no use of them, which results in their 
seeking at present, with a kind of anxiety, to exchange them for card money. 

This money was introduced to make up the deficits from present and 
former expenditures and fo r the use of the domestic trade of the colony : it serves 
for payments to workmen and employees of every kind in the varied and new 
enterprises at prcseuL going on in this country, for the wages of voyageurs, 
purchases of provisions, etc. We may add that of 600,000 livres of money in 
Canada there is only about 200,000 livres in circulation; the conversion of 
which into bills of exchange ordinar ily turns to the profit of the merchants of 
France; the surplus circulates in the colony or even is carefully . hoarded by 
the inhabitants in their strong-boxes. It is true that the notes which M. Hocquart 
at Quebec and M. Michel at Montreal are under the ·neeessity of distributing for 
the value of the acceptances sent in by the Treasurer, enlarge the circulation ;1 

but beside the fact that these notes can not have the same credit as the card 
money, which bas the seal of the royal authority and which is always paid in full 

1 T he issue of so m uch new paper money at Quebec and Montreal, and which the 
governor and intendant are inclined to t ake as a matter of course, incidental to the 
extensive works beingi carried on, the minister takes much mor e seriously. In fact it 
is made t he basis of a strong r emonstrance in a general despatch on t he subject of 
expenditures sent to Hocquart , 4 Apr il 1741 (Sfrie B, vol. 72, p. 86) . With considerable 
detail he goes in to t he question of what he r egards as the excessive expenditures of the 
colony . These have consumed not only the r egular appropriations fo r the year , but the 
surplus from former years , also the whole of the fl.our sent t o the King's stores and 
the whole of the issue of 400,000 livres of new card money. Not only is the card money 
exhausted, bu t there is put in circulation ihe r eceipts or certificates for the e..,qienses 
incurred, or the equiva lent of t hese in notes. T hese notes when issued at Quebec were 
signed by himself as in tendant or by Varin as controller, and, when issued at 
Montreal, by t he deput y Michel. E ven the engineer is at liberty to issue order s for the 
work which he is having done. T his paper is r edeemed in bills of e..'>change or in card 
money, and when t here is not enough card money, part of it remains in circulation. Things 
cannot possibly be permitted to remain in th is condit ion, since ther e would result in the 
colony a ll kin ds of fi nancial d isorder . The minister had t hought at first of having more 
card money issued to take up t hi s miscellaneous paper , but he realized t hat this would only 
make matters ·worse by encou ragi ng fresh issues of it. He calls for an immediate r eturn 
of all receipts and expenditures. H e wishes t o know whether an add it ional issue of 
the card money could be safely made without diminishing its value. He understands 
t ha t only about 200,00 0 livr es of the 600,000 livres of card money issued, is now in 
circulation, the remainder being hoar ded as if specie. However , he does not like to 
r isk another issue, and suggest s tha t perhaps it would be better to send coined money 
for any add ition al r equ irements. To support fu lly the credit of the card money there 
should be in the King's s tores sufficient goods to cover the outstanding ca rds. At 
pr esent the outstan ding cards greatly exceed the value of the stores. F or the future 
the s tores must not be diminshed and no new paper money issued, except in times of 
crisis. No other parties are to be permitted to issue any th ing but certificates of work 
done, but no order s on the Treasury. Full and exact accounts of th e expenditure etc. 
must b~ sent. The r eply of the in tendant to t his is in t he despatch of 30th o dtobe; 
1741, given a t p . 697. 
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in bilJs, it is difficult for the majority of the inhabitants, who do not know how 
to read, to r ecognize the exact value of these notes : neither their size nor shape 
tells t his, whereas they can judge,· at the fi rst glance, the value of the card 
money in its sub-divisions of 2,J: livres, 12 livres, 6 livi·cs, and so on for each is 
differently shaped ; this is not a matter of indifference.1 

M. H ocquar t has the honour to inform you by another despatch of this date,2 
that t here remain i11 the ches t of the T reasurer only about 30,000 livres, of 
which 15,000 livrcs have j ust been sent to Montreal ; the rest remains at 
Quebec. , Vith such a slender fund it is not possible to keep up the Service 
wi thout much difficulty. "\Ve ent rea t you, My Lord, to make arrangements and 
to give the orders you think most suitable in order that af ter the distribu tion 
of the bills of exchange, there may remain in the Chest of the Treasurer at least 
250,000 liVTes in car d money for current expenses. lVI. H ocquart will submit 
to you the pr oposals for this : one on which we find ourselves in accord and which 
forms the subject of th is letter, is the issue of another 120,000 livi·es of new 
money. This incre~;;e can only tend to the general good of trade : there is no 
ri k to be fear ed of its credit diminishing and as we enter tain the hope that you 
will approve, we shall set ourselves af ter the departure of the vessels to make 
this increase; the new cards will not, however, be distributed until af ter we 
have received your 0rders :-which we pray you to address to us on the first 
oppor tuni ty. 

[Signed] BE.il.Ul-Ll.RNOIS HOCQUART 

Quebec 25 th October, 1741. 

ORIGIN OF THE P APER "NOTES" 

M . H ocq1tart 30 Octob er, 17 41 
My Lord : 

I have received t he letters you did me the honour of writing me, on the 
4th April :mcl the 6°1 May last.3 

. . . .. . . . . . . . . ... . ... .. . . . . .. . ... . .... .. ... ..... . .. . . . ... .. . . . . . 
For five or six _yea rs, the excesses of expenditure ha,ing accumulated. 

ton-ether witl1 the ad,·ances the Colonial Treasury has had to make each year , 
th: r e r emained each autumn only a li ttle card money for the service of the 
following year . It would have been impossible for me to sust.ain i t, if I had 
not had recourse to some expedient. That which appeared the most snitable 
to me and the least susceptible of abuse, was to ha, e the Treasurer of Quebec 
and his agent at 1'.Iontreal retire the receipts at the same time having them 
give their r eturns of the amount of these receipts, and on these retums, giving 
notes of ernry denomina tion, payable in the month of October, each year, to 
put the officials, workmen, purveyors and others whom the King owed, into a 
position to u tilize the payments ordered them. These notes are signed b , 1.L 
Michel at Montreal and, at Quebec, either by myself or by sr Varin. As to the 
latter, he is incapabl e of abusing the confidence one gives him. 

1 ~ee plates I t o V, showing the shapes of the cards corresponding to the different 
denommabons. 

2 See preceding document . s See Ser ie B, Vol. 72, pp. 86, 190. 
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You know, :My Lord, that I have been under the necessity of making 
se\·cral fairly long trips to i\Io11trcal and to Tbree Rivers, and consequently 
it has been impossible for me, at least at those periods, to sign all these notes 
at Quebec : Sr. Varin at first acted as substitute in my absence and the public 
ah\ ays displaying the same confidence, I have since allowed him the same 
li berty of signing th ese notes, absent or present, in order to obtain greater 
exped ition. 

It is in the office of the Controller that the returns of tbe Treasurer are 
clcpositecl. Sr. Varin was brought in to verify them, to stamp these notes and 
to 1·egister them, which he has done exactly, as I ha,e been in a position to 
,·erify each year after the departure of the ships, when it was a question of 
this verification, of handing over th·e returns to the Treasurer, and of retiring 
and burning all those notes he had given back to me for an equivalent. This 
is a long and tedious piece of business, in which I took a month continuously 
last year with M. de Lanne, 1 and with still more detail for the agent of the 
Treasurers, in arranging all these notes under the titles and references indi
cated by the returns. Signing these notes occupies me for an endless amount 
of time in the course of the year. I regret it only because I could use it much 
more usefully in other departments of the Service. Two clerks in my office 
arc busy all year writing them out. However that may be, I am going to con
tinue to make use of the same expedient. I alone will sign the notes, but I 
hope, Ny L ord, that you will give me other and easier means for carrying on 
the Service. 

The confidence of the public in every kind of paper is so great here that 
i t suffices for it to be signed by any official of the Treasury whatever, in order 
to have pt?ople respect i t, I say it in spite of myself, as a document, payment 

1 Armand Laporte de Lalanne was an important official of the Department of 
Marine. later with special jurisdiction over the colonial section of the Department. 
On 13th May 1740, the minister, writing to the governor and intendant, announced 
that w ith a view to a ffording Sr. Laporte de Lalanne special opportunities for 
thoroughly qualifying h imself for the duties of the Bureau of the Colonies, in which 
he has served for several years, he is having him vis it some of the more important 
colonies, beginning with Canada, where he will remain for a year. He therefore e:..."l)ects 
them to afford him the necessary facilities for becoming acquainted with t he details 
of the local administration, thus rendering his visit as profitable as possible (Serie B, 
vol. 70-1, p. 246). On the same date the minister wrote separately to the intendant 
Hocquart, whose functions were of special interest to the visitor, requesting h im to 
assis t Laporte in every way to learn the details of Canadian finance including the 
King's stores. The following year Laporte will go up to Montreal to investigate con
ditions there, where also he is to afford him every assistance possible (ibid. p. 247). On 
t he 9th October 1740 Hocquart r eplies to t hese Je•ters, announcing the ar rival of 
Laporte and his immediate entrance on his duties. He indicates that he is making a 
very good impression, both as to his abilities and his agreeable disposition. He will 
afl'o1·d him every opportunity to understand the conditions in Canada, alike as t o the 
details of the office work and as to practical operations carried on in the establishments, 
and at the St. Maurice forges. While in the colony Sr. Laporte did not neglect his own 
inter ests. He evidently desired to secure a grant of one of the more profitable fur 
tradi_ng posts, hence we find, on April 17, 1744, the minister wTiting to the governor 
and mtendant t hat the lease held by de Ramezay of the post of Alepemigon having 
expired , t he King has been pleased to grant it to Sr. Laporte de Lalanne Commis
sary of th~ N avy, serving in the Bureau of the Colonies, as a mark of approbation 
of the services he has r endered, particularly as the r esult of his visit to Canada. His 
son , Arma_nd, who also enter ed the Colonial Department, · appears to have succeeded 
to the duties of h is father. Re figures prominently in connection with the r elations 
of France to the revolted American Colonies. 
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fo r wh ich may be demanded just as if it were a formal order for payment. 
Thus i t has come to pass sometimes that purveyors in place of bringing the 
cer ti ficatcs of their pm veyancc to the Commissioner of the Marine at Montreal 
or to tbe Outfi tting Offi ces at Quebec to have the order of payment attached 
there, have found them negotiable without diffic ulty and the merchants have 
taken them for r eady money.1 

Th e same thing has happened in the case of the Treasurers' returns, 
which t hey do not always r eturn to my office. 

With regard to the expenditures on the fo r tifications and on repairs, some 
years ago, I requested the Engineer to facilitate the issue of small certificates to 
the workmen and contractors, for what was due them. These workmen, in the 
beginning, used to present these certificates, according to rule, to the Commis
sioner of Montreal, who viseed them; they have since dispensed with this 
formality. 

May I have the honour of assuring you, My Lord, that in the different 
arrangements that I have been forced to make for sust aining the Service, no 
abuse has occurred, at the utmost, some errors in calculation of li ttle conse
quence. T hree unfor tunate soldier.s tried to counterfei t notes : they were 
prosecuted. They had succeeded so badly that i t had no consequences. The 
card money itself even can be counterfeited just as easily. 

T here is noth ing I wish as much, My Lord, as to see this multiplicity of 
paper abolished. I earnestly ent reat you to put me in a position to meet the 
needs of the Service by getting money into the Treasury. The nature of this 
country demands i t. Public servants and priva te indivi duals are poor. All 
have extreme need of their wages and salary. Purveyors are not in a position 
to await their payment. It would appear indispensable that there should be 
found in the Treasm y each year, after the distribu tion -of bills, sufficient 
fu nds in card money for paying the expenses of the following year: the 120,000 
]iv res will not suffice for that. 

If you were not agreeable to appropri ating tbe amount of the excess 
expenditures again, wben it has been determined and I ha,e acquainted you 
with it by the schedul es I shall send you, I should this autumn have been 
under the necessity of giving back to private persons a portion of their notes, 
owing to lack of money to meet them, if I h.ad not taken it on myself to drnw 
bi lls of exchange for some items fo r which I am not in the habit of drawing 
them. Such is the account for the expendi tures on Fort S t. F rederick ; if I 
had not acted in that way, I would have lost all credit. 

I have had the honour of proposing to you jointly and separately? that you 
should perm it us to make an issue of 120,000 liVTes of new card money. I 
am persuaded !here would be no risk in making more bu t the importance of 
taking no risk in such ~ delicate matter prevents me from proposing to :-ou 
to make a largeT increase. 

If in the event of the proposed increase not being enough, on the account 
I shall have the hononr of sending yon, yon will be able to giYe us what -orders 
you may judge a propos. "\i' hilst waiting, I entrea t yon to ha\"El" the funds 
appropriated in specie for the excesses of expenditure up to and including 
1739, and for those that are ce rta in to be found on the budgets of 1740 and 

1 H er c the Intenda nt himself maintains that document s r epr esen t ing claims on 
the T reasury a re r eadily taken, even when their fo r m is very imper fect, yet when 
Desaunier s, the syndic of the merchants, r epresented such practices as indicative of an 
abuse, inci dent to th e use of such document s as a substitu te for money, the "'Overnor 
and tntendant cla imed t ha t such uses of t he paper ,-vere very rare (see note 1,"' p. 705) . 

- See pp. 693, 697. 
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.1741, according to the schedules I shall have the honour of sending you next 
year. I shall then be in a position to hold the treasuries of the colony under 
the strictest rules; I have the honour of promising you that I estimate that 
there will be foun d by means of this arrangement, a fund of 200,000 to 
250,000 livres of card money in the Treasurer's Chest next autumn, with 
which I may face the Service for next year. 

The great detail into which I have just entered on this item of finance 
,would appear to indicate a great confusion : I would unquestionably have 
.fallen into such so -as never to be able to get myself out again if I had not 
,closely supervised, and caused to be supervised, the transactions which depend 
on it. 

By means of the regulation in number and v!!lue of the notes emitted, I 
;flatter myself that you will do me the justice of believing that in circum
.stances as embarrassing -as those in which I find myself, I have done all for 
the best; I have kept up all parts of the Service, without ceasing to bring tc 
bear all the economy practicable, notwithstanding the murmurs and i1l 
founded complaints of those who do not wish to act justly themselves. 

I r eturn to the agent of the Treasurers. In the first years of my admin
istration, when there \Yas card money in the Treawry, I made an inventory 
of the Chest each mouth, and I sent you official minutes; since funds have 
.been lacking, I have not been in a position to continue this. It is not that a 
capable treasurer can keep just as good order with paper which is as good 
for r eceipts and expenditures as specie, but sr Taschereau,1 whom I neverthe
less have o-rounds for thinking a dependable man, is not trained in the opera
t i_ons that it would be expedient to follow for that, he bas not been brought up 
to fin ance as a profession : be is indefatigable in bis work, be draws up an 
infini te number of special schedules, be keeps a separate register of the returns 
that he delivers. In vain might I wish to demand from him registers of 
receipt and expenditure, such as accountants ought to keep, of whatever nature 
may be the funds that are entrusted to them. When, ten years ago, the matter 
-0f appointing a treasurer in the place of sr Bauve was under discussion, you 
will recall, My L ord, that I represented to you how necessary it was for the 
Treasurers General to engage an agent in Canada who was versed in finance 
and that to get such a person it was expedient, i t was necessary to give him 
ut least 3,000 livres salary. 

They put in sr Tascberau at 2,000 Iivres, from whom I receive no aid 
with the account that I have to render to you. I can not, :My Lord, hide it 
from you. By the audit of this Chest that I made in short form in the month 
of March l ast with M. de la Porte, the receipts and expenditures balanced 
:within a little. 

[Signed] Hocquart. 

Quebec, 30th Octobe1·, 1141. 

1 For his quality as a treasurer, see note 1, p. 635. 
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PETITION FOR A FURTHER ISSUE OF CARD MONEY 

To His Lonnsu1r, THE CouNT DE M,rnREPas, 
Minister and Secretary of State. 

705 

The merchants of the city of Quebec, petitioning through Pierre Trottier 
Desauniers,1 their syndic, most humbly point out to your Grace that the lack 

1 Pierre Trottier Desaun iers was a native of Canada and had -been in business 
there from 1702 at least, becoming both wealthy and influential. He was engaged 
in the fisheries and fur trade on the north shore of the Gulf, extendring into the 
district of Labrador. In 1738 he petitioned for a land grant at Esquimaux Bay 
and River on the north •shore of the Gulf, near the western entrance to the 
straits, for the establishment of a porpoise fishery. After due consideration the 
m inister replied in April 1742 that the proposals for discovering and exploiting the 
Baie des Esquim.aux are not new. Srs. Fornel, Daine, and Foucault had claimed its 
discovery and made plans for the exploiting of that region. As, however, they had not 
followed them up it may be quite proper to transfer their rights to Desauniers, but not 
perpetually a s requested by him. He evidently developed his privileges, for, in 1743, 
we find him, in association with Sr. Brouange, engaged in both the fisheries and the fur 
tra de in this region, then recognized as part of Labrador. Desauniers was also en
gaged in trade and shipping between Quebec and Louisbourg, and possibly as far 
as the West Indies. In a memorandum from the King to the governor and intendant, 
of May 1st, 1739, His Majesty e..,presses pleasure at learning that the Srs. Philibert 
and Desaunier s , merchants of Quebec, had constructed ocean going vessels of two 
hundred and two hundred and forty tons. As to Desauniers as syndic of the mer
chants of Quebec, we find that, on October 6, 1740, the chief merchants of the city 
of Quebec assembled at the intendant's palace, and, in the presence of Intendant 
Hocquar t anci on the author ity of an ord inance of the Royal Council of State of 11th 
M,ay 1717, they had elected Sr. Desauniers as their syndic who may present in their 
name such representations as are necessary for the advantage of their trade, and 
they requested the Intendant to approve of thefr choice. This was done, Desauniers 
accepting the duties of the office a nd promising faithfully to discharge them. An 
edict of the intendant was accordingly issued signed by himself and sixteen of the most 
prominent merchants of Quebec (see Edits et Ordonna.nces Vol. II, p. 554). The views 
of t he merchants on the paper money of the colony, as presented above by their Syndic 
Desauniers, had been previously set forth on September 8th as part of a long mem
orandum presented by the syndic to the governor and intendant (see Sfrie cu I , vol. 
75, p. 3.) This dealt with a number of very interesting problems affecting the 
merchan ts of that time, several of which are as vital and unsolved to-day as they were 
then. The complaints of the merchants, however, were fully analysPd and criticised 
in parallel columns by the governor and intendant, though chiefly the work of the 
latter. One of the most important issues dealt with was that of the pedlars or tra
velling hucksters and the parish or country store keepers, both of whom, it was 
claimed. seriously and unfairly diminished the trade of the merchants of the towns. 
Thi s grievance, however, was pretty thoroughly refuted by the intendant, who claimed 
that these country dealers were discharging very necessary and useful functions. That, 
indeed, it would be very greatly to the general benefit of the colony if half of the retail 
shop k eeper s , numbering over a hundred in Quebec alone, were forced to leave the 
towns and become active producers in the country. With reference to the paper money, 
they set forth, though in Jess concise form, most of the grievances complained of in 
the above document. One interesting feature, however, is the concrete presentation of 
the relations to each other of the certificates, receipts, and orders put in circulation; 
each being, however. but one phase of the same transaction. If, ior instance, supplies 
,are delivered to the King's stores amounting to 500 livres, for these the vendor 
presents an account which is certified by the store keeper or other purchasing authority. 
Then the vendor makes out separately a receipt (acq1iit ) for that amount and has it 
certified before a notary. These two documents he then presents to the Controller or 
Treasurer for payment. But the Treasurer, being commonly without means of pay. 
ment until the autumn at least, s imply furnishes him in the meantime with an order 
(ordonnance) on the Treasurer. These three documents must be presented together in 
the autumn, although they may circulate through several hands in the meantime, and 
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of circulation of the cal'd money makes trade in this country mor·e and more 
impossible from yeaf to year; the notes or ordin ances which have been given 
currency owing to the lack of this money can not take its place. The inhabi
tants of the colony do not willingly accept these notes because, not knowing how 
to read, they fear being deceived over them, and are desirous of exacting their 
payment in cards, whose value they easily can tell by their shape alone. The 
currency of these notes presents practical difficulties in buying the necessaries 
of li fe and for daily expenses. They will not make exact change without much 
trouble, they tear very easily, as they are held especially by country people and 
day laborers; finally, they are subject to forgeri es, [ which are] very dangerous 
for those who do not know bow to read. Their refusal by the country people 
occasions their refmi:l by the merchants [tradiug with] the upper country, 
because the most of their trade is with the country people, from whom they buy 
the provisions which are sent out of the colony. These inconveniences are 
causing a very considerable injury to trade, which can be sustained only by the 
circulation of a money familiar to everybody and the currency of which is con
venient in small payments. This is what obliges the merchants to have recourse 
to the authority of your Grace, in the hope that it may please you, My Lord, to 
grant them a new issue of cards which may suffice to meet the e.~penditures of 
H is Majesty in this colony, and they will redouble their prayers for the 
preservation and prosperity of Your Grace . 

. [Signed] DESAUNIERS. 

NEW ISSUE OF OARD MONEY 

Ordinance of the King for a new issue of 120,000 livre·s of card money in. 
Canada. 27th F ebmary, 17 42. 

BY TRE KING 

His Majesty having judged it necessary for the well-being of the trade of 
Canada to order an jgrne of 400,000 livres of card money, to have currency in 
that colony for the amount indicated in the ordinance published to that effect 

this will explain why they are indifferently referred to as receipts or orders. For 
minor payments for Jabour and si mple supplies, the notes (billets) were used as subs
stitutes for card money, although without its special legal sanction and prior claims. 
Now Desauniers , on behalf of the merchants, claims that each of the three separate 
paper s, the certified account, the certified receipt, and the certified order , may be used 
separately, for a time at least, in temporary payment of creditors. Thus the delivery 
of 500 Jivres of goods to the King's stores may enable a n ind ividual to pay off 1,500 
livres of debt. In the observations on this statement the intendant declared that such 
use of the government paper was exceptionally rare, since the merchants, as a rule, 
knew very well the process of payments by the government and were not likely to be 
deceived. Yet we have seen from Hocquart's own statement that such was the credit 
attached at the time to every form of commercial paper, that even uncertified claims 
a gainst the government were readily accepted and put in circulation (see note 1, 
p. 701). The merchants, however, in thus emphasizing the objectionable possibilities 
of the existing system had simply the same end in view as the Intendant, namely , t hat 
as Desauniers puts it in this same document "The merchants should demand im~ 
mediately that all the expenditure3 which the King incurs in the colony should be paid 
in card mon ey , and that, on the 25th of October of each year, it should be received 
and paid , without any r eduction, in bills of exchange issued by the Treasurer." The 
r eduction here referred to applied to the temporari ly lower value or discount on those 
r eceipts which were not redeemed in the autumn, and had therefore to be left over until 
the following autumn. 
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on the 2nd March, 1729,1 he has been informed that this money which had been 
desired by all classe:5 in the colony, them produced the benefits expected of it, 
but that the sum of 400,000 livres was not sufficient for the different transac
tions of domestic and foreign trade, both owing to the lack of circulation of a 
portion of this money, which persons in the country in easy circumstances stored 
up on account of the sound credi t it had acquired, and because the colony was 
becoming every day capable of a larger trade: thus on the representations made 
to His Majesty, it seemed to him necessary to increase this money by 200,000 
livres and it was fo r th is that he provided by a second ordinance, of the 12t11 
May, 1733.2 But His Majesty having given heed to new representations which 
were made last year by the Governor General and Intendant of the colony ae 
to the circulation of ~his money, he recognizes that the 600,000 livres that have 
been already issued pursuant to the said ordinances are not yet sufilcient fo1 
the different transacti0ns of domestic and foreign trade ;-the progress of which 
is responding more an d more every day to the attention which His Majesty is 
giving it; hence he deems it necessary to raise the amount of card money to 
720,000 li vres, and to order, to this end, a new issue of 120,000 livres; wishing 
to provide for which His Majesty has ordained and hereby ordains as follows:-

Article One. 

I n addition to tl:i P. 600,000 livres of card money issued in execution of the 
ordinances of March 2nd, 1729 and May 12th , 1733, the which shall continue 
to have currency in Canada, in accordance with the said ordinances, there shall 
be issued the sum of 120,000 livres of this money in cards of twenty-four livres, 
twelve livres, six livres, three livres, one livre ten sols, fifteen sols and seven 
sols six deniers, the which cards shall be stamped with the arms of His Majesty 
and written and signed by the Controller of the Marine at Quebec. 

Article Two. 

The cards of twenty-four livres, twelve livres, six livres and three livres 
shall al so be signed b,v the Governor and Lieutenant General and by the Inten
dant of the said country : and those of one livre ten sols, of fifteen sols and of 
seven sols six deniers shall be only paraphed by them. 

Article Three. 

The issue of the sa id 120,000 livres of card money may be made at different 
times, and there shall be drawn up for each issue four official minutes, of which 
one shall be handed to the Governor and Lieutenant-General, and another to the 
Intendant, the third ~hall be deposited and registered in the office of the Con
troll er of the Marine at Quebec and the fourth sent to the Secretary of State 
for the Department of Marine. 

Article Four. 

His Uajcsty forbids the said Governor and Lieutenant General and Inten
dant and the Controller to write sign or paraph a greater sum for any reasons or 
under any pretext wlrn tsoever, and he forb ids all persons to counterfeit the said 
money on pain of being proceeded against as counterfeiters and of bein"' 
punished as such nc1!orcling to all the rigour of the law. . t> 

1 P. 589. 2 P. 641. 
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Article Five. 

His Majesty drE:ires that the said card money which sha11 be made in 
execution of the present ordinance may have currency in the colony for the 
amounts thereupon written and th at it may be, in consequence, received by the 
storekeepers established in the said colony, in payment for powder and for the 
stores and goods which may be sold from His Majesty's stores, by the agent of 
the Treasurers-Generhl for the payment of the bills of exchange which he may 
draw upon them, each in bis year of office, and generally in every form of pay
ment which may be made in the country of whatever kind or nature it may be. 

His Majesty commands and orders the Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor 
and Lieutenant General of New France, and SC H ocquart, In tendant of the 
said country, to see '.o the carrying out of the said ordinance, the which shall 
be registered in the office of th e Controller of the Marine at Quebec. 

Done at Versailles, the 27 th February, 1742. 

REASONS FOR THE NEW ISSUE OF CARD MONEY 

Duplicate 
TO 11!. TIOCQUART 

Versailles, 27 th February, 17 42. 

By the letter I am writing, Sir, to you and the Marquis de Beauharnois 
as to the proposal yo-i: made to increase by 120,000 livi·es, the card money 
established in the colcny, you will see that H . M. has been pleased to grant this 
increase. The difficulty you stated as being experienced in trade on account of 
the small amount of money in circulation is one of the reasons which have 
determined H. M. to increase it; ·but it is particularly for restoring easy condi
tions in the colonial treasury and thus putting you in a position to restore order 
there that he has been induced to do it. It must be your business to justify the 
assurances I have found it possible to give to H. M. as to the special attention 
you ·would bring to bear on this. You must realize that, after such help and 
by means of the arrangements I have made in addition, in regard to the finances 
of the colony, and with which I shall make you acquainted by the King's ship 
it will be difficult to find reasons for not having effectively provided for it if, 
contrary to my expectations, the confusion that reigns in the :finances of the 
colony weTe not to end. I explained to you last year my intentions as to what 
you have to do about it. I will let you know by the King's ship what I have 
judged meet to add to it. I shall only have to await the result of the considera
tion you bring to these arrangements and which I rely upon in advance, on 
account of your zeal for the good of the Service which I have always recognized. 

[Not signed] 

CREDIT OF THE CARD MONEY 

My Lord: 
. ... . . ...... ...... . ........ .... . ... . . . ................. . ...... . .. 

We received the letter you did us the honour of writing to us on the 2'7th 
February last,1 to which was attached the King's ordinance2 for the issue of 

1 The preceding document. 2 P . 707. 
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120,000 livres of new card money; consequently we began to prepare 42,000 
livres of it according to the two official minutes hereto attached, of the 27th 

August last and of tl,e 3Lh of this month: you may, My Lord, judge of the 
credit of this money by the small quantity which has been returned each year 
to the office of the Treasurer. There was returned the last time only a sum of 
142,313 11 12s 6d, for which M. H ocquart caused bills of exchange in full to be 
drawn in the usual w.1y; as long as the same system is observed, this money will 
preserve its credit. The country being absolutely destitute of gold and silver 

coins it does not appear surprising that the majority of the common people of the 
town s and rural districts lay it by to use in the domestic trade of the colony, in 
addition to the fact tl1at here as everywhere, close and miserly people are found 
who do not circulate that which they can hold. 

As to the appli t:11tion of the 120,000 livres, these shall be used according 
to your designs, 32,5Slll 179 6d to make good the excess which occurred in the 
expenditures of the colony in the year 1739: the remainder will serve to pay in 
part th at which occurs in the expenditures of the years 1740 and 1741. 

M. Hocqnart has declared the extra expenditure of 1740 as 28,98111 139
• 

It is with pain that we announce to you that of 1741 which amounts to 103,169H 
149 l0d_ There were made, however, only necessary and proper expendihues 
in that year, as you will recognize by the detailed statement that M. Ilocquart 
is submitting to you which, in so far as be finds it possible, enters into the 
explanations that you ask on this subject. .Although there does not appear to us 
to be any thing to :fear for the credit of the card money in increasing it by 
another 80,000 livres, the matter is so delicate that we will not propose this 
increase to yon fo r the present. We believe that it is more certain, and that it 
would be better for Urn Service if you were good enough, My Lord, to appro
pri ate a fund in specie to complete the making good of these extra expenditures. 
After the depar ture of the ships we shall fin ish issuing the 78,000 livres re
maining of the 120,000 livres of card money ordered. 

[Signed ] BEL\UHARNOIS l:tOCQU,\ln 

Quebec, 20 th October, 1742. 

DISPOSAL OF THE REMAI1'-.TDER OF THE OARD MONEY 
.AUTHORIZED 

Quebec, 30th October, 17 42. 
:My Lord: 

Tb ere r emained so little of the card money in the Treasury last year even 
after tbe bill s of exchange were drawn, that I was soon under the necessity as 
usual of issuing notes equivalent in value to the greater part of the orders for 
expenditure for the current needs of the Service: M. Michel was in the same 
situation: You may rest assnred, My Lord, that I shall distribute only the least 
possible quantity of them: 491,000 livres of them were returned this autumn 
and only 142,000 liv !·es of card money, so that there remained of this h st, after 
the distribution of the bill s of exchange, only about 80,000 livres: a portion has 
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already served to meet the current and extraordinary expenditures ; I have sent 
6,000 livres to Montreal, 15,000 livres to St. Maurice to provide for the develop
ment of the smelting works there, and today I am setting aside ten [thousand] 
others in order to la;v in certain stores of wheat to provide for the subsistence of 
the t roops and for the need of the inhabitants of the towns: it is the most press
ing service under the present circumstances. There remain at present not more 
th an 20,000 to 25,000 livres of money in the Treasury. 

We have had to issue the remainder of the 120,000 livres of new money 
ordered by His Majesty, which I shall reserve for the payment of workmen and 
of the troops and for making purchases of wheat, so far as I can procure it. 
This sum will be husbanded with care for these different services, but I shall 
be none the less forced to issue notes from now to next year. I had the honour to 
propose to you last year, My Lord, to provide a fund in specie for the extra 
expenditures. I again take the liber ty of pointing out to you that it is not 
possible for me to re~-tore order in the office of the Treasurer, otherwise than 
through a current money. 

:[Signed] HOCQUART 

BASES FOR THE CREDIT OF THE CARD MOJ\TEY 

Versailles, May 8th
, 1743. 

TO MESSR S DE BEAUHARNOIS AND HOCQUART 

Gentlemen : 
By the letter you wrote to me on the 20 th October last,1 I see that of the 

sum of 120,000 livreE 'by which the card money is to be increased in conse
quence of the ordinance of the King which I sent you on the preceding 27th 

February, you have as yet issued only 42,000 livres, the official minutes of 
which you send me. You will doubtless have issued the remainder after the 
departure of the ships and I shall await your despatch of the official minutes of 

·the issue of these also. 
What remains of this sum of 120,000 livres after reimbursing the excess 

.of expenditure on the budget of 1739 ought to serve for reimbursing also the 
extra expenditure in the budgets for 1740 and 1741, but as it will not suffice 
for reimbursing these various amounts, I am specifying in a private letter to 
M. H ocquart, the funds he is to use to complete them. It is however of extreme 
importance to stop fois kind of extra expenditure. I appreciate the fact that 
there must be certain ar ticles on the King's E stablishment of Colonial Expen
ditures for which the funds ordered do not suffice, but there are also several 
others on v,•hich a bonus might be found, and it appear~ certain that these 
bonuses would balance the extra expenditures if all those who have a share in 
the expendi tures devoted to their economizing all the attention they should. It 
is not possible that there are no abuses. It is to seeking out their causes and 
removing them that you are both to apply yourselves. And as I have noticed 
that for several years, the extra expenditures have been found chiefly in the 
expeuditures of various kinds that are occasioned by the Indians, I can not 
avoid particularly recommending the Marquis de Beauharnois to redouble his 

1 P . 711. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 717 

care again st there being useless ones made and to see that necessary ones are 
decreased as much as possible. I count on the zeal I know him to possess, that 
he will afford me oppor lunity of perceiving a favourable change in all these 
items.1 

T o come back to the card money, you must not consider that it is solely 
for reimbursing the extraordi na ry expenditure that the King has decided to 
extend it to 720,000 livres. The chief motive of H. M. has been to facilitate 
the course of trade in the colony and that will always be an object which will 
,enter in to consideration in the transactions that may occur in regard to this 
mone;v. 

It is not enough, however, to ensure its increase that simply the need for 
.circulation requires a larger amount of card money. The essential point is to 
main tain i ts credit. F or that, it is absolutely necessary to hold its equivalent 
in cer tain and liquid assets which will serve to pay all the cards on their pre
sentation. There is no other way to insure safety and confidence. 

I t was on that princ iple, also, that the King decided, as I have explained 
to you several times, on fix ing at 400,000 livres the first issue of cards, which 
w as made in 1729.2 The goods which were then in the stores and which were 
assigned as secmity for th is money, were much moi:e than sufficient, with the 
.drafts that l\L H ocqur.rt makes from one year to another, to give credit to this 
money. According to the last inventories be has sent me uf the stores, these 
·goods stand reduced to about 230,000 livres, and yet the cards are almost 
-doubled. It is true tba t the draf ts made each year on the Treasurers-General 
-0f the l\Iari nc have increa ed, bu t a portion of those which form the basis of this 
increase is used up in advance and consequen tly is not to be regarded as a real 
fun d for the card money. In a word, if success has been attained in 
establishing the credit of the cards, it has been only by the exactitude 
wi th which those which have been presented each year to the Treasury have been 
paid, an d this credit c-an only be sustained by the same means. One cannot then 

1 The curious r efu sal of the French au thorities to frankly fa ce t he actual financial. 
.conditions of the colony, was obviously r esponsible for the growing inflation of the 
seconda r y paper money in circulation, even during the intervals of peace, not to men
tion the practically uncontrolled expansion of it during periods of war. The minister 
and the K ing were constantly deprecating the increase of expenditures beyond the 
.appropriations fo r each yea r , whi le at the same time they allowed the governor and 
other offi cer s to u ndertake enter prises and incur obligations for the financ ing of which 
t he intendant mu st provide or find himself and the treasury discredited. At the same 
time, the intendant was r efu sed a ny r egular means of payment in the way of specie 
or a n adequate a mount of card money. He thus had to resort to expedients which 
involved very complex book-keeping and an immense rush of clerical work within a 

·week or two at t he close of naviga t ion. As in stanced in the above document, practically 
-every officia l declares tha t much the largest and t he most uncontrollable portion of the 
expen ditures is involved in keeping t he Indians in an attitude favourable to the French, 
while they are s t irred up to attack the English, whether in peace or war, from Acadia 
to th e Grea t Lakes and beyond. As the only alternative recognized in Canada was t he 
b ostility of th e Indians towar ds the French. horror of the very possibility of this was 
sufficient to ind uce in Cana da a rea din ess to bankrupt the mother country, rather than 
r isk it. The lack of r esolution t o str ictly limit the expenditures. on the one hand, and, 
-on th e other , the r efu sal to properly pay for them when incurred, produced an 
atmosphere of unreal ity a nd double dealing which soon proved ruinous , alike to the 
colon ial fin a nciers a nd the offi cial morale in New France. Proof of this is abundant in 
the sequel. 

2 P . 589. 
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give too much attention to avoid getting into a position in which the cards could 
not be paid: and to increase them too much would be to expose one's self to this. 
• Thus to decide on the new increase of 80,000 livres, of which you write, it 

would not suffice, as l have observed to you, for it to be necessary for the facility 
of trade in the colony. That necessity admitted, it would still be necessary to be 
assured of the secur ity for this new obligation, with which the Treasury would 
be charged. And it is on the above that you must base all the plans you have to 
make on this matter. 

In closing, i t is without doubt, unnecessary to urge the circumspection with 
which you must conduct yourselves in this regard. 

[Not signed] 

REDUCTION IN THE RATING OF SOLS IN ILE ROYALE 

Ordinance of the K ing in regard to the Circulation of old sols in Ile Royale.1 

V e1'sailles 20th June 1743 

BY THE Krno 

His Majesty being informed that since the reduction in the rating of old 
sols ordered by decree of bis Council of State of the 1st August, 1738, there are 
each vear considerable imports of them made into the colony of Ile Royale 
where they have kept the same value as they bad before the said decree, and that 
the individuals who are circulating them are afterwards refusing to receive 
them otherwise th an on the basis of the said reduction; and wishing to put an 
end to a debasement of the currency which is so harmful to the inhabitants of 
the said colony, His Majesty bas ordered and hereby orders as follows:-

Article One. 

T he old sols, as well as the coins denominated 30 deniers shall not be 
current in Ile R oyale for any payments save at 18 deniers each, and the half 
pieces of thir ty deniers at 9 deniers. 

2. 

The new sols, issued pursuant to His Majesty's edict of the month of 
October 1738, shall be current in the said colony for 24 deniers each and the 
halves in proportion. 

3. 

I n payments of 400 livi·es and less, which may be made in the colony 
there sh:-ll l not be included of necessity more than 10 livres of these baser coins, 
nor more than one fort ieth in payments above 400 livres. 

4. 

His J\fajesty forbids any base foreign coins to be offered or accepted in 
th e sa id colony, u nd~~- the penalties provided by the regulations made on that 
poi ll t. 

l ,. An identical Ord ina nce for Canada was enacted on March 30, 1744. See Serie 
B, vol. 78-1, p . 167. 
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H is ::Majesty commands and orders the :Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor 
nnd Lieutenant General, and Sr R ocquart, Intendant, of New F rance; s r Du 
Quesnel/ his Commandant, and Sr B igot,2 Chief Commissary at Ile Royale, the 

1 J ean Baptis t e L ouis L e Prevost du Quesnel was a post-captain in t he French 
navy. In 1737 h e was sen t in comma nd of the King's ship J ason to convey to Quebec 
the equivalent of the a n nual appropria tion for Canada, in the shape of supplies, mu ni
tions and other stores, to the extent of 370,524 livres. He had a lso to take over a number 
of salt smugglers to be disposed of for var ious terms a s pen al labour ers, and t here
a fte r t o become r eg ula r colonists. H e conveyed, also, a number of skilled workmen 
for t he iron and copper mines. Having to winter at Quebec he made certai n proposals 
with r eference to the erection of a structure on the heights above Levis across the river, 
wh ich mig ht serve a s a sail lof t fo r the storing of extra sails and r igging, and also 
a s a tempor ary hospital for sailor s who might fall il l. These suggestions were after
wa rds transf erred by t he m in ister to M. de la J onquiere. It appears from the deta iled 
instructions furn ish ed to t he capt a in tha t , as part of the ship's stores, there was 
included quite a bin of w ine an d br andy, not merely for the ordinary supply of the 
ship's officer s and crew, but a s a fund to be employed in the purchase of va rious 
su ppl ementary s upplies of fresh provisions and delicacies to r elieve the more spartan 
fare from the ship's s tores . Special precautions, however, were taken to prevent t his 
privilege fro m leading to fr auds on the King's revenue. In 1740 Prevost du Quesnel 
was back in France, a nd when it was learned that M. Forant, the Gover nor of Ile 
Roya le, ha d died suddenly on the 10th of May of tha t year, he was selected to succeed 
h im, h is commission being dated t he 8th September. He was not, however, appointed 
to the full r a nk of Governor, but simply that of Comma ndant. Bigot was st ill asso
ciated with h im a s Administ r ative Commissary or Acting Intendant. Quesnel r eceived 
hi s instruct ions 18th September, in the form of a memorandum from the King. In 
this the his to ry of the colony was briefly outl ined, the origina l inte rest in the I sland 
being entirely in its fi sheries a nd inciden tal trade. But, after the loss of Acadia, it was 
selected a s the chief French stronghold. The fort ifi ca tions of Louisbourg were begun 
in 1718. Qu esnel is to avoid being drawn in to conflict by the Engl ish, whether over 
the I sla nd of Canceau or ot her portions of Acadia . Should, however , the King 
become involved in war with t he E nglish , he must do everything possible to put Louis
bourg in a state of defence , th us precluding a surprise. He was sent out from France 
in a mercha nt vessel , wh ich made a rapid passage for he left after October 10th and 
on November 7th r eports h is a rrival at Quebec. In pu tting Lou isbour g in as complete 
a state of def ence as poss ible t he Commandant met with many difficulties and trials . 
R e fou nd it impossible to secure there the equipment or men he considered necessary. 
T he comm issar y s tores were frequently inadequa te. The island itself could not produce 
many pr ovision s, hence t he Aca dians of N ova Scot ia a nd Ile St . J ean (P.E.I.) were 
appealed to. Canadian su pplies were irregular , especially when the re was a dea r th in 
the colony, a s in 1742. Supplies in French vessels from F rance or the West Indies 
wer e very uncertain, hence pri ces flu ctuated very greatly a nd speculation ran high. 
All the officials , a ccording to Bigot, including himself , took part in the gamble. On 
several occasions t hey sough t r elief from the Brit ish American colonies, but this was 
condemned a l ike from F ra nce a nd Canada. At the same t ime the lack of vessels with 
which to convey supplies from legit imate sources caused t he minister to relax the 
order s su ffi ciently to permit of the purchase of a number of Bri t ish colonial hips. 
There was trouble also with the troops in garrison , some of whom were Swiss merce
nar ies, a number of whose officer s, profit ing bv official F rench e.·ample, were turning 
an honest penn y by selli ng l iquor to the r ank and fi le. Vexed with the wor ries of 
h is situa t ion, Quesnel petitioned the minister , in August 1743, to transfer h im to the 
Governor ship of St. Domingo. Th is was not g-r anted, however , and in May of the 
foll owing yea r he lea r ned tha t France had declared war on En g-land . After a strenuous 
su mm er w ith no lack of quarrels within and alarms from without. Quesnel di ed sud
d<>nly , 9th Oct nber . 1744 . leav in.c:- t o the K ing- 's Lieutena nt . Du chambon . the thankless 
t ask of surrendering Loui sbourg to the British officers the follow ing year. 

2 F or note on Bigot see note 2, P. 765. 

26541-47 
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officers of the Superior Council of Louisbourg and others whom it shall concern, 
to see to the execution of the present ordinance, the which shall be registered 
in the said council, and read, published and posted up, where need shall be. 

Done at Versailles, June 20, 1743. 

SOLS MARQUES TO BE LEGAL TENDER FOR ONLY ONE 
FORTIETH OF ANY PAYMENT 

Ordinance of Messrs de B eauharnois and Hocquart fixing the proportion of sol.s 
which may enter into any payment. 5th October, 1743 

On the petition to us presented by Sr Pierre Trottier Dezauniers in the 
name, and as syndic of the merchants of this city setting forth that the ship 
owners and merchantF< of France who have trading interests in this colony, 
clearly perceiving everything that might benefit them without subjectin"' them 
to the r esulting drawbacks, though detrimental to the merchants of this c;untry, 
have bethought themselves of introducing considerable sums in old sols marques, 
which are not received in France according to the Decree of the King's Council 
of State of the 1s t .August, 1738, for more than 18 deniers, but which they give 
in payments at two sols each, and that, as bills of exchange are not drawn for 
this money and it is moreover a dead weight in a country where trade is 
only too profitless on account of the few funds there are, it appears to the said 
petitioner th at pr ivate people cannot, without injustice, be forced to receive a 
payment in this money, in ·which there would be 25 per cent certain loss if one 
wished to export it, that the least tolerance in this regard would entail 
endless consequences if the introduction of these sols marques were permitted on 
the gi-ound that they are at present in circulation with in the colony, where there 
are already many more than are necessary for convenience in making change in 
payments. For these causes the said S' Dezauniers in the said capacity requests 
that it might please us to pass our ordinance enacting prohibition against 
having more than one for tieth of this coin enter into any payments that may be 
made. Considered al$O a prin ted copy of the said Decree of the King's Council 
of State of the said <l ay, August 15

\ 1738, attached to the said petition, We, 
subj ect to the good pleasure of His Majesty and until it shall be otherwise 
ordered, have prO\·isionally ruled that, counting from the day of the publication 
of our present ordinance, there may enter into payments generally, which may 
be made in th is colony, only the forti eth part in sols marques, which shall con
tinue to be received on the basis on which they at present hnve currency in this 
country, which nlso shall hold good in payments that ma_y be made to the 
coffers of the Treasurer of the N arine in thi s country, of the King's Domain and 
of the Company of the Indies. And our present ordinance shall be read, 
published and pos ted up wherever need shall be and copies of the same sent to 
the jurisdictions of Quebec, Three Rivers and :Montreal, there to be registered 
and likewise read, published and posted up, so that no one may claim to be 
ignorant of them. 

We order, etc. 
D one at Quebec, etc. 

[Signed] BEAUHARNOIS and HOCQU,\RT 

265H-4H 
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GOOD CR E DIT OF THE OARD MONEY: ITS INCREASE 
DESIRABLE 

Messrs de Beauharnois and H ocquart. 
My Lord: 

725 

We have received the letter you did us the honour of writing us on the 8th 

May last. 1 
.. 

H erein is enc1osed the third and last official minute of the issue of 78,000 
livres of card money to complete the 120,000 livres ordered by the King on the 
27 th F ebruary, 1742,2 which sum may serve to reimblll'se the extra expenditure 
remaining from the expenditures of the years 173D, 1740 and part of 1741. 
M. H ocquart will reply by a letter of bis own to what you have mentioned to 
him touching the payment in full of these extra expepditures. Each of us in his 
own domain is bringing to bear, My Lord, all the attention you. cou1d desire in 
order to avoid or lessen these extras. The critical circumstances in which the 
colony bas been situated fo r three years past have contributed to- increase them 
considerably, on account of the dearness of provisions and the necessity there 
has been of treating th e I nd ians well and sending them away satisfied. • • 

When things have improved we hope the eJ..-penditures will diminish more 
appreciably ; aheady the presen ts to the I ndians are smaller by a half this year 
than last : the returns M. H ocquart bas sent you prove this ; M. de BeaubarnCJis 
will hereafter try to decrease them still more, making only those ·that are un
avoidable. 

Although there i~ today 720,000 livres of card money ·in the colony, it is 
astonishing to note the small amoun t of it in circulation ; there was returned to 
the Treasury this autumn only the sum of about 200,000 :1ivres, for which 
bills of exchange were r endered by the Treasurer, as usual. 430,000 lines 
of notes, receipts, or ordinances were ret11rned for which there were also given 
bi1ls of exchange, with the exception of three tenths ',Vh ich ·were paid in card 
money. T he credit of th is money is so well established that after the distr ib1.1-
tion of the bills of exchange, which finished today, sever.al of the holders of 
these bills are a t present seeking to exchange them or trade them for equal value 
in card money, to which they give the preference because of the convenience it 
affords in the domestic trade of the colony. If you think, My Lord, that; 'to 
maintain this credit, it is absolutel,y necessary to bold a reserve equivalent to all 
the cards in sure and liquid assets which will serve to pay it all on its pre
sen tation, we shall not propose to you to make an increase in this money. But, 
judging the fu ture by the past, there is no fear of so much of this money being 
presented in the autumn as to cause us to apprehend that we should :be unable to 
pay all that was presented in bills of exchange. In any case, the funds in goods 
in the stores cannot, in our opinion, be regarded as capable of liquidating the 
card money, because, either these goods are already designated for the service, 
or tbe_y ar e to be sold to produce extraordinary receipts. Their sale can be made 
only according to the needs of trade which_ become evident only successively 
and from one time to another. For the rest, these goods ,vhich last. year 
amounted to only about 230,000 Iivres, amount this year to 285,000 livres with
out reckoning those at the posts. 

T aking this view, we foresee, My Lord, no drawback to makino- an 
increase of 100,000 Iivres of card money, to aid the movement of domestic _trade 

1 P. 715. 2 P. 707 
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and also to meet the excess of expenditures; we await your orders, to which we 
shall conform. 

.[Signed] DEA U.HAR.NOIS IIOCQUART 

Quebec, 29 October, 17 43. 

REDUCTION OF THE OLD ·so LS TO EIGHTEEN DENIERS 

Ordinance enacting that old "sols marques" shall be received in future only for 
eighteen deniers each. January 30 th, 1744-

CHARLES, MARQUIS DE BEAIDIARNOIS, ETC., GILLES HocQUAR.T, ETC. 

On the represen tations made to us in the month of October last that the 
difference in currenc_y rating of the old sols marques in Canada as compared 
with their value in France must cause considerable injury to the external trade 
of the colony if not provided for by us, we enacted in consequence, by our 
ordinance of the fifth of the said month of October last,1 and for the reasons 
therein contained, that dating from the day of its publication, there could 
enter into payments only one fortieth of this money. Since we have been in
formed that this difference is causing considerable injury to the domestic 
trade of the colony and particularly to that part of it which is concerned with 
the subsistance of people, 

We, subject to the good pleasure of His Majesty, have ordered and do 
hereby order that, dating from the day of the publication of the present 
ordinance, in the three towns of the colony, the old sols shall in future be re
ceived in all private payments and in the King's receiving offices at the rate 
of only eighteen deniers each. We order, etc. 

Done at Quebec, J anuary 30u,, one thousand seven hundred and forty four. 

[Signed] BEAUHARNOIS and BOCQUART 

Countersigned and sealed 
Copy: [Signed] HOCQUAR.T. 

NO INCREASE IN CARD MONEY FOR THE PRESENT 

Versailles, March 24, 17 44. 

TO MESSRS DE BEAUHARNOIS AND HOCQU.A.R'l' :-

The obligations H. M. has assumed by the institution of the card money 
which exists in the colony are very considerable, and the funds appointed for 
its payment are not sufficient to permit of the new increase which you propose 
to make in this money. This increase moreover is not necessary to put M. 
Hocquart in a positivn to make good the excess which occurred in the expen-

1 P. 723. 
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di tures of 1'741 and 1'742, by means of the funds be is permitted to use for it. 
And although, on the other hand, one might conclude from what you have 
pointed out as to the credit maintained by that money, that this increase would 
not le sen i t, yet such an undertaking involves too many considerations to 
decid e on it withou t carefully estimating the consequences. However it may 
be, it is useless for you to insist on this increase for the present. • 

[Not signed] 

R E DU CTION I .i: THE RATING OF OLD SOLS 

Versailles, March ao, 1'7 44 

TO MESSRS DE DEAUHA.RNOIS A.ND H OCQUART. 

Gentlemen : 

I am sending to you, wi th another despatch, the ordinarice ·made to put a 
stop to the injury done to the inhabitants of Canada by the circulation of old 
sols whi ch has been going on in the colony1

. But when this ordinance comes to 
you, there may be in the coffers of the agent of the Treasurer General or in 
those of the Domain a cer tain quantity of sols whose reduction would be of 
impor tance for these two Chests. H. M's. intention is therefore that this 
ordinance is not to he made public until af ter 1L Hocquart bas verified the 
condi tion of the Chests and has been able to distribute, in payments made for 

·the expenses of the Service, the old sols that may be found there. 

I am, Sirs, etc. 

REMARKS ON THE REDUCTION IN RATING OF OLD SOLS 

My Lord: 
We have received with the letter you did us the honour of writing us on the 

30 th March last, 2 the ordinance of the King which was attached to it1 and which 
reduces the rating of the old sols to that at which they circulate in France. It 
was published on the 13th of this month at Quebec and will likewise be 
[published] at Montreal and at Three Rivers. It was not necessary to take any 
precaution as to i ts publication; we found ourselves, in the month .of January 
last, under the necessity of making this reduction, according to the ordinance 
we together enacted, subj ect to His Majesty's good pleasure, on the 30th of 
the said month (a copy of which is enclosed).3 The discredit this baser money 
was beginning to show, owing to another ordinance of the 5th of the pre
ceding October, 4 had made it extremely common; everybody sought to get rid 

1Th is ordina nce is identica l with th at of June 20, 1743, applying to Ile Royale, 
q .v. ( p. 719). 2 The pr eceding document. 3 P 727. 4 P. 723. 
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of it under the supposition that with the first mails we should receive the King's 
orders for a reduction. Gradually the Treasurer's Chest became so full of it that 
only with difficulty could it be got rid of. We took the most suitable time for 
avoiding all inconvenience. On the thirty-first of the same month, before the 
publication, M. Hocquart instructed M. Varin to go and ascertain the condition 
of the different Chests at Quebec, which was done in three official minutes, and 
at Montreal by M. Michel according to two other official minutes, all enclosed. 

We have, My Lord, the honour of addressing to you another official minute 
of the issue and withdrawal of 2,625 livres of card money. 

[Signed] BEATTHARNOIS HOCQUART 

Quebec, 17 October, 1744. 

TWO SOL PIECES 

Versailles, March 31, 17 43. 
'fO JIL HOCQUART 

I have given orders to M. de Selle to send to his agent at Quebec, the 
3,000 livres in pieces of two sols, for which you asked in order to facilitate the 
payments of that agent . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
[Not signed] 

RENTS, ETC., WHEN PAYABLE IN MONEY OF THE COUNTRY 

D efinitive judgment, rendered between the s,·s Gourdeaux, owners of the fiefs of 
B eai1lieu and Lagrosardiere in the Island of Orleans, and S" Noel, 
farmer, owner of seve1•al pieces of land in the said fiefs, which requires 
the latter to pay 21 years' arrears of "Gens et rentes" with a reduction of 
one quarter:-13th April, 1745. 

GILLES HOCQUART, ETC. 

40. One hundred arpents in area of a piece of land known as Dufort, 
.charged with one sol, card money, per arpent : it is public knowledge that follow
ing the D eclaration of the King enacting the reduction of one quarter in the 
rating of the cards, the cens, rentes, and other obligations, preceding this 
Declaration, which wc•re not stipulated as payable in money Tournois, money of 
France or money Parisis, underwent the same reduction: the title which involves 
the Dufort land consists in an agreement as to sixty out of the hundred arpents 
-0f which this land consists : this agreement not specifying that rents are payable 
in money Tournois, they arc to be paid in cards ; if sixty of these hundred 
.arpents, which make up this same land, are payable in cards, can one presume 
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th at the other forty arpents are payable in money Tournois, at least when no 
title which justifies that is produced? As to the land of J ean de Paris, it is t rue 
that i t at first paid ten sols per arpent of area, but sr Gourdeaux, Senior, re
duced this rent to twE>lve deniers, which, not being stipulated money of F rance, 
T ournois or Parisis, ought to be reduced a quarter; the said Noel produces four 
agreements which justify this conclusion. 

The said Noel would be willing to pay the cens et rentes be owes to the 
plaintiff ,vith a r eduction of a quarter, based, as he states, on t he declaration of 
tb e King which ordered the reduction of the cards by a quarter: he says that the 
cens et rentes and other obligations previous to one thousand seven hundred and 
four teen and to the declaration of the King, which were not stipulated as 
being in money Tournois or P arisis, have undergone the same reduction. 

This may be admitted, but this reduction has an effect retroactive only to 
the institution of card in this coun try, but not to a time well before the institu
ti on of this money, or to a time at which money had in this country the same 
rate and value as in F rance, as there are grounds for presuming it to have had 
for the years 1652, 1653 and 165!)1

: and it is easy to recognize that it was in 
these years that the major par t of the land th at the said Noel holds, was granted 
to his ancestors. 

And after having this day heard the parties afresh, in our court, having 
considered the declaration of the K ing, given at Versailles, Mru·ch 25, 1730,2 

enacted in interpretation of that of July 5, 17173
, by which (giving interpreta

tion to Article 9 of this sa id declaration and disregarding the ordinances of 
Messrs B e~on and D upuy, former Intendants in this country, of the 21st J une, 
1723, 16th November , 1727 and 13th January, 17284

) it is ordered that the 
cens, rentes, rents and other debts contr acted before the declaration of the 5th 

July, 1717, and wherein it shall not have been stipulated money of France or 
money Tournois or P arisis, sha11 be paid in money of France wi th a deduc
tion of one quar ter, which is the reduction of the money 0£ the country into 
money of France, anJ that those wherein it shall have been stipulated money 
T ournoi's or Parisis, ;:;]:all be paid on the basis of money of France without any 
r eduction : everything con id erecl and provided that, in the titles of the lands 
th e said Noel possesses in the fiefs of B eaulieu and of Lagrosa1·diere, it is not 
expressed money T ournois or of France or Parisis, 

'iVe order that al l the cens et rentes in money provided in the said titles 
shall be reducible by one quar ter. 

Done at Quebec, April 13°1 one thousand seven hundred and for ty five. 

[Signed] IlOCQUA.RT. 

1 See, however, th e r egula tion by the Council of t he values of the coins fo r Canada, 
March 20, 1662, in which it is st ated that the rating in the colony is to be incr ea sed 
one fourth over that in France , as was formerly the practice. See p. 5, and note 1, p. 5. 

2 See Edits et Ordonnances, Vol. I , p. 524. 3 P . 399. 
1 See Archives de Qnebec: Orclonnances des Intendants, Vol. 7, p. 485, Vol. 9, 

pp. 224, 274 (Public Archives transcripts). 
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PAYMENT OF CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN ACADIA FOR 
SERVICES TO THE FRENCH CAUSE BEFORE 

THE TAKING OF LOUISBOURG1 

},1essrs de B eauharnois and Hocquart 

My Lord : 

Quebec, 12 September, 17 45. 

735 

• • • T h·e· A~a'a'i~~~ ·1,·;v~· ~~ t ·e~-t~~d~d 
0

th~ir
0 

~i~~t-atio·n·s· ~i~~~ • the~· h~~~ • ~~~e 
under English dominion; their houses are wretched wooden boxes wi thout con
veni:nces, and without orn aments, and containing hardly the ~ost necessary 
form ture; but they are extremely covetous of specie. Since the settlement of 
Ile Royale they have drawn from Louisbourg, by means of their trade in cattle 
and all the other provisions, almost all the specie the King annually sent out; 
these coins never appear again, they are particularly careful to conceal them. 
What object can they have except to secure for themselves a resource for an 
evil day? Already many of them have caused inquiries to be made whether 
they could fin d lands here to settle on, and whether they would be admitted to 
enter on them. W e b:i.ve avoided all answer. 

T o return to Acadia; M. H ocquar t will inform you by one of his des
patches of the amount of expense which the party commanded by Sieur Marin2 

1 Translation r evised from New York Documents. 
2 Sr. P a ul Marin de la Malgue was born at Montreal 19th March 1692. At t he 

age of a bout 30 year s he was a n ensign of marine serving at one of the western posts, 
Chagua migon, on t he nor t hwest coast of Wisconsin in the western end of Lake Superior. 
Like most of the officer s at these posts, he sha red in the trade with the Indians carried 
on t her e. From 1721 t o 1725 we find his n ame appearing r egular ly in the annual list 
of permits for a canoe of mer cha ndise in charge of four men , to be sent from Montreal 
to the post of Chaguam igon . In 1726 he was in charge of a convoy of canoes for the 
west er n posts ; and for the n ext fourteen years he appea rs to have been employed par tly 
in per sonal trade and par tly on Government missions among the most westerly of the 
Indian tribes h aving r elations with the French . He thus acquired a thorough know
ledge of the I ndian charact er a nd of the u ncer ta inties of Canadian politics, in which 
wer e involved not only the natural r ivalr ies between the ch ief s a nd troops, but the 
in trigues of the rival F r ench and British agents and t raders. In 1740 he brought 
down t o Mon treal repr esent a t ives of new a nd powerful western t r ibes , the Sioux and 
P uants. I n t he following spring t he m inister, in a despatch to the governor, expresses 
t he hope th at Mar in m ay be able to r e-establish peace among the western Indians; but 
h e has heard t hat he is much more absorbed in his own tra ding interests than in the 
matter s of state confided to h is care. Having- learned more to the prejudice of Mar in, 
in a despatch to the governor, of April 1742, the minister orders h is r ecall from t he 
comma nd of the post of Ba ie des Pua nts (Green Bay), Lake Michigan. Appa rently, 
however , t he governor paci fi ed t he minis ter a nd ' he was not recalled. For the following 
year he is r epor ted a s h av ing brought together and reconciled the Foxes and Sakis, 
whose r ivalr ies and conflicts had been the occas ion for most of the troubles with the 
other tribes. At the outbreak of the war with England the importance attached to the 
defen ce of Lou isbourg a nd the possibl e recapture of Acadia. led to the selection of 
Marin . in the la t ter part of 1744, to lead an expedition against Acadia, composed of 
Canadians and west ern Indians, with the expectation of some co-operation on t he part 
of the local I n dians a nd Acadians. This it turned out had been ca refu lly an anged 
for t h rough sever al of the French missionaries in Acadia , especially the Abbe Le 
Loutre, q.v. T he r esult was that when Marin and h is party, having left Quebec ear ly 
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has occasion ed. This officer was afforded in the province a11 the assistance it 
cou1d fu rn ish by means of a le tter of credit given him by :M:. H ocquart, engaging 
to pay aL J,ouisbourg or Quebec, in specie or bi ll s of exchange, all the amounts 
stated in the receipts for supplies which he gave, signed by him and Sieur 
Lignery,1 major of the detachment. The .Acadians gladly agreed to this plan, 

in J une 1745 , ap peared in the cen t r e of the English Aca dia n country around the Basin 
of Minas, practically a ll of t he Indians a nd Acadi ans declared fo r the F rench, except 
a few of the latter in t he neighbourhood of P ort Royal , where it was said they were for 
a t ime overawed by the immediate p resence of the Briti sh t r oops. Ma r in not only met 
no r esistance from the Acadians, but was gladly welcomed a nd plentifu lly supplied 
w ith provi~ions an d stores, for wh ich he pai d par tly in money and partly in notes and 
cer tificates , as indicated in the above despat ch . I n the midst of h is oper ations in 
Acadia, l\Iarin was hastily sum moned, 16 May, 1745 , by courier from the Commanda nt 
of Louisbourg, to come at once to t he relief of tha t place. '\\'hen reached, however, he 
was on his way from Minas to Port Royal. Various delays by water and land grea t ly 
retar ded h is retur n m arch , and befo re he could reach Louisbourg it had surrendered 
to the English. Marin's repor t on h is ex peditions a nd on the general si tuation of 
Acad ia is included in a long and importa nt despatch of Beauharnois and Hocquart, of 
12 September, 1745 (Serie C11 I , Vol. 83, p . 1). He says t he Acadians living in the 
English territory are entir ely on the side of the French and will take up arms for the 
French cause whenever t hey can be supplied with muni tions of wa r and be protected 
from the consequences of their treason t o the British, should such an expedition fa il. 
Such few Acadians as might hesitate to join the :French arms could be easily brought 
into line t hrough menaces an d force. In th is r eport he also r efers• to th e extreme 
miserliness of the Acadians , which results in every coin they obtain disappearing into 
t heir hoards . never to be seen aga in. This characte r is tic is the subject of frequent 
comment in t he correspondence between the Treasurers of the Marine and t he Intendants 
of Louisbourg, who explain in th is way t he cont inual disappearence of the supplies of 
coined money sent from France and paid over to the Acadians of Nova Scotia for 
provisions, etc. 'fhe fa ll of Louisbourg having r endered Mar in 's expedition to Acadia 
r elatively fruit less, he was next directed against t he New England front ier. E ven in 
the French records of the t ime he ha d a r eputa tion for exceptional cruelty. As, 
however, in the case of many other s with similar training and experience, his long 
association with I ndian methods of warfare had evidently caused him to look upon t he 
destruction of all enemies, regardless of age and sex, with equal ind iffe r ence. H e set 
out on hi,; way into the New E ngland settlement3 on December 1st, 1745. The 
a t rocities com mitted by his irregular s di d much to burn into the N ew E ngland mind a 
fixed resolu tion that a t all costs the Canadian menace must be r emoved. In lll ar ch 
1748, i\Iarin attained lo lhe rank of captain, a promotion withheld so long by the 
m inister, who was doubful of h is integr ity in t he public service. So, also, when 
Governor la Jonquiere, in J une 1750, recommended him for the Cross of St . Louis , it 
was rather brusquely r efused . I n 1752, however, GoYernor Duquesne r enewed the 
application and Marin was gran ted the cove ted decor ation ear ly in 1753. In 1750 he 
w as once more employed among t he India ns of the west, having been sent to establish 
the Sioux post (now Sault Ste. Marie) in order to interrupt communication between 
t he E nglish and the north western Ind ians. I n 1752 Duquesne, encouraged by the hom e 
government, planned a fo rmidable expedition to the Ohio to const r uct forts, establish 
a r egular highway ,on the overland por t age from Lake Erie to the Ohio, station 
garr ison,; , and take permanent possession of the coun t ry in the name of the French 
kin g-. T he news of th is movement in time of peace caused g-reat excitement among the 
middle a nd southern Eng-l ish colonies, il nd led to the outbreak of the fin al s truggle 
between France a nd Engfand in Ameri ca. As leader of th is expedition Mar in was 
~elec ted as the most efficient of all the F r ench leader s, alike on account of his natural 
abilitv and h i,; c:reat e'rner ience a nd sucress in the mana !!:ement of the I ndians. l\Ia rin 
certainly j us tified t he ·confidence of t he governor. Although then a man of sb,-ty 
year s of a ge, h e was s till r emark ably active and vigorous. R e t hrew h imself 
into t he en terpri,se w ith an energy and determination which ig-nored all obstilcles and 
diffi culties. I n a chieving- the t ilsk a ssigned to h im he sa cr ifi ced hoth h imself and most 
of h is men . I n returning to t he min ister t he Cross of St. Louis , which Mar in had 
never r eceived, Duquesne announced his death. wh ich occurred on t he 29th October 
1753. It took pla ce at Fort Duquesne where also he was buried. His deat h was re~ 
gar ded by t he governor as an irreparable Joss to the colony at a very critical per iod . 

1 Ma r chand de L igneris (al so Lig ner~r or Lignier ie) was a n officer of dis tinction 
who saw much serv ice in Vil r ious parts of Nor th America an d in connection with the 
fi nal s tru ggle between Fra nce iln d England. H e was apparen tly a son of Sr. de 
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Now Lou isbourg being no more, they find in their bands certificates of which 
they canuot make an_y use, as bills of exchange cannot be issued in their favour. 
It struck us that th is will cause them much anxiety. We have given them 
assurances that all would be punctually paid next year, at Quebec. In order that 
wo keep our word with them, 'tis necessary that you be pleased to cause eighty 
to one hundred thousand livres in silver to be remitted hither for the payment of 
services of this nature, already or hereafter to be renderecl. 1 Otherwise, future 
difficult ies must be expected which would cause the Acadians to look upon us as 
real enemies. 'Tis even fitt ing that, without being obliged to have recourse to 
this country, those in the King's fleet entrusted with funds should satisfy, if 
occasion present, the expenses in question, in the proportion of 611 the rating of 

Ligneris , Comma ndant at Michilimackinac in 1721, and afterwards Governor of Three 
River s, who died in 1733 . In 1731 de Ligneris junior was gi·anted leave to return to 
France on private business. After h is return to Canada he was one of the Canadian, 
French and I ndian contingent sent in June 1737 to a ssist M. de Bienville, Governor of 
Loui siana , in his war with the Chicacha (Chickesaw) Indians. This campaign not 
proving decisive, a second and more extensive expedition from Canada, in which de 
Ligner is again served, went down in the early spring of 1740. After his return later 
in the year he married the daughter of 1\1. de la Gauchetiere, an officer in the Canadian 
service, whose influence with the minister procured for his son-in-law, the followi ng 
year, a f ull pay appointment as a n ensign . He continued to be employed in connection 
with t he Indian post s of the west, where he was evidently closely associated with 
Marin. "\Vhen, therefore, the French and Canadian expedition to Acadia was organized 
in 1744, with i\'Iar in in command , it was natural that de Ligneris should be selected as 
his chief assista nt. He had charge of the supplies and made the payments for those 
collected from t he A cadians. It was he, t herefore, who issued t he notes or certificates 
which were left in the hands of the Acadians after the fall of Louisbourg, and to 
wh ich r eference is here made. After his r etur n from Acadia he was once more 
employed among th e Indians of the western posts where he evidently gai ned the 
approbation of the French authorities. Being strongly recommended by the governor, 
he was granted t he rank of captain, in 1751. In 1752 he was in command at Fort 
Onyata non on t he Wabash in the Il linois country south of Lake Michigan. He was 
afterwards employed on many important missions, as to New York to ar range for an 
exchange of p r isoner s . He corresponded with Governor Clinton and S ir William 
J ohnson. He was al so the last French commandant of Fort Duquesne, having taken 
comma nd there in 1756, in which year, also, he received the Cross of St. Louis. This 
was su pplemented the following year by a pension of 400 livres. In October 1758, 
learning of the approach of the English in strength , he abandoned Fort Duquesne, 
destroyed what a rms and stores he could not remove, and, burning the fort, fell back, 
firs t on F ort l\Iacha ult, a t the junction of the Riviere aux Bceuf (French Creek) and 
ihe Ohio. From t here, July 5, 1759, on orders from Canada he r etired towards Niagara 
a nd arrived t here July 24th, only to find Sir William J ohnson engaged in an attack on 
the fo r t. Befor e he could effect a junction with the other French forces he was 
attacked, defeated, a nd taken prisoner. 

1 No card money was issued in Acadia dur ing the second period of its employment in 
Canada after 1729. As ma y be observed, however, from this and subsequent documents, 
cert ificates a nd notes w er e fr eely issued for supplies, especially among the Acadian s 
of Nova Scotia, where they circulated as money, subj ect to a discount, however, varying 
with the prospects of their ultimate redemption. When Louisbourg fell, paymen t w11s 
promised either a t Qu ebec or from the vessels of the French fleet. According t o a 
r epor t submitte d by IIocquart, 31st October, 1745, t he total amount expended locally by 
Marin 's exped ition was 93,32511 13s 2d. This was supplementary to the provisions sent 
from Quebec after the f a ll of Lou isbourg, amounting to 233,499 livres. Those provided 
for consist ed of abou t one hundred and twenty French, . and between five and sb: 
hundr ed Indians , subsisted for four or five month s. Bills of exchange on France were 
drawn t o cover 70 ,000 livrcs of Marin's expenditure leaving 23,325 liVI·es as 1·epre
se11ted by th e notes issued by Lig-neris who acted ~s paymaster. for Marin. These were 
still in th e hand s of the Acadians after the w ithdrawal of Marin's expedition. A 
considerable portion was a fterwards r edeemed by Bigot from t hat portion of D'Anville's 
fl eet at Ch ibouctou (Halifax). See note 1, pp. 779-83. 
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the ecu in France for 811 ss, the rating of the ecu in Acadia, and should take up 
as many cer tificates as will be offered. This punctuali ty will maintain the 
K ing's cred it . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

[Signed] llE ,\ UU ARNOIS 

HOCQlJART 

REQUEST THAT SUPPLIES FROl\I ACADIA JS BE ARRANGED 
FOR THE FRENCH FLEET1 

Af essrs de B eauhar1wis and H ocquctrt. J/h Nov. 17116. 

A n sTRACT, in form of a Journal , of whatever occurred of interest in the colony 
connected with Militai-y operati ons; also of tbe various news received 
siuce the dep,: r turc of the ship St. Roch, Captain P etrimoulx, which 
sailed for li'r ance the first of D ecember, 1745. 

August 27. 
M. H ocquart sends by this courier 1,000 dollars to M. Guillimin,2 for the 

wants of the detachmen t. 

1 Tra nslation revised from New York Documents. 
2 Sr. Guill imin, here referred to, was a son of Sr. Charles Guillimin, a prominent 

citizen of Canada appointed to the Council at Quebec, 13 May, 1721 , and was brother to 
Guillaume Gu illimin, another son of the former, who was also appointed to t he Council 
at Quebec, fir s t a s an a ssessor, in 1741, a nd afterwards as a full member, 24th March, 
1744, in succession to h is father who had died. After the loss of Louisbourg and the 
retiremen t of the forces under Marin, it was learned by a despatch from F rance, 24th 
J anuary, 1746, t ha t t he K ing had ordered another F rench and Indian attack u pon 
Acad ia t o be fit ted out a t Quebec, to co-operat e with the local Acadia n a nd Indian forces 
in Nova Scotia an d to be supported by a powerful fleet and marine force from France. 
The Ca nadian cont ingent was t o be composed of about t hree hundred Canadian and 
Abenaqui Indians, t o be joined by the Micmacs of Acadia, the whole to be u nder the 
command of Sr. S t . P ierre, an experi enced I nd ian leader . The F r ench Canadian con
t ingent , amounting t o about s ix hundred a nd eigh ty, was to be under t he command of 
Cap t . de Ramezay, a m ember of the well known fa mily of Montreal, a nd with whom 
St . P ierre a nd his Indians were to co-opera te. Sr. Guillimin was appointed commissary 
of the expedition and or ganized at Quebec the details of the equipment a nd stores to be 
provi ded. Both St. P ierre and de Ramezay were provided with letters of credit from 
the Canadian a u thorities, a u thor izing them t o issue notes fo r the purchase of supplies 
from the Acad ians, a nd wh ich notes were to be redeemed ei ther at Quebec or in Acadia 
a s circu ms tances should determi ne. The purchase of the suppl ies and the issue of the 
notes na tura ll y forme d p art of the du t ies of Guil\imin as commissary. St. P ierre and 
t he Indi a ns from Qu ebec went overland by the St. J ohn River route , wh ile de Ra mezay's 
contingent went down by sea and carr ied with it most of the provisions a nd equ ipment 
f urni shed from Qu ebec. Among the stor es t aken were iron stoves and bar iron from 
the St. Maurice fo r ges , to be exch an ged with the Acadians fo r supplies. i t being 
explained th a t specie could not be procured a t Quebec. The India ns r eached Beaubasin 
in J un e, wh ile th e Cana di a n conting-ent arr ived at Bay Verte in the latter half o.f July . 
The wh ole expedition then set out fo r Port Royal via Beaubas in and Mi nas. Meantime 
the g-overno1· at Quebec, becoming alarmed by r umours of intended Br itish attacks upon 
Quebec and Monh·eal , sent in haste to reca ll de Ramezay and h is for ces. T his of 
course, brought dismay to the Acadians who, having- once more, a s pr edicted by Ma'rin 
.io inecl or supported t he F rench forces, were na tm·ally appr ehensive of the punishment 
which their open r ebell ion would bring u pon t hem a t the hands of the English authori
ti es. T he Aca dians . ther efore, r epeated their t actics towar ds Marin, becoming incrcas-
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October 14. 
Two more couriers have arrived from Beaubassiu; they bring us, at length, 

the agreeable tid ings of the arrival of the fleet at Acadia; we are sent copy of a 
letter from M. Bigot, Intendant of the fleet, to M. le Loutre,1 missionary priest 

ingly relu ctant to bring in provisions and especially to take in exchange for them the 
paper money of the F rench commissariat. Guillimin was therefore forced to report 
to the intendant at Quebec, 13 August, t hat he was finding it increasingly difficult to 
procur e supplies from t he Acadians, who objected very strongly to the paper money_ 
In consequence, h e exp lains, de Ramezay has had to resort to strong measures with 
them, and had issued a formal order to compel the Acadians to furnjsh provisions. 
Hocquart, a~ we see from t he above despatch, managed to get together 1,000 Spanish 
dolla rs ( picistres ) which he sent to Guillimin. This small amount of specie had 
temporarily a good effect. But when it was found that the promised French fleet was 
not for thcoming, while de Ramezay was r eturning to Qu ebec, the Acadians became 
qui te panicky and were correspondingly disinclined to aggravate their treason in the 
eyes of the British authorities. De Ramezay, in severely criticizing the Acadians for 
t heir duplicity, expressed conviction that an adequate supply of specie would have 
assured him the necessary provi sions. In the meantime Guillimin had r eturned to 
Quebec where he arrived October 7th. Just before leaving Baie Verte for Quebec, de 
Ramezay learned of t he near approach of D 'Anville's great fleet of two hundred and 
fifty vessels, which was to overwhelm the British in Acadia and Ile Royale. Pait of the 
fleet put in at Chibouctou on September 20th. On one of the vessels was Bigot who 
soon got into touch with t he priest Le Loutre (q.v.) . Through his influence with the 
Acadians and the renewed possibility of defeating the British, coupled with the promise 
of r eady cash not only for present supplies but for such paper money issued by 
Ligneris and Guillimin as might be brought to the vessels , the alleged dearth of provi
si ons was forgotten and supplies for the French fleet were once more abundant. Unfor
tunately for French expectations, the destruction which the elements wrought in 
D' Anville's great flee t, both before and after its appearance at Ch ibouctou, postponed 
the annihilation of the British power at the gates of Canada . 

1 J ean Louis Le Loutre, born at Morlaix, September 26, 1709, was one of the most 
notable figures of the French period in America. H e came to Ile Royale in 1737 as a 
missionary. After some service which is referred to in the correspondence of the 
m inister with Governor Forant, and the Bishop of Treguier, as in the missions of Ile 
Royale, but which, as appears from other sources, was probably in Acadia or Nova 
Scotia, he was stationed in 1740 in Nova Scotia in t he neighbourhood of Shubenacadie 
as a missionary. Although he had constant and intimate relations with the Acadians, 
yet it was more convenient for his peculiar line of action with reference t o the British, 
to be desig nated simply as missionary to the Indians. In accordance with the 
T reaty of Utrecht the British authorities had permitted a number of French priests 
to r eside in the country, to minister to the religious needs of the people, but with the 
mutual understanding that t hey would not use their positions to the prej udice of the 
British government. Th is was emphasized in a despatch from iVIaurepas, Minister of 
Marine, to Brouillan at Louisbourg, 16th April, 1737, in which he declared that the 
missionaries in Acadia were subject to the English government and must teach the 
people by word and example the obedience due to H is Britannic Majesty. (Serio B, 
Vol. 65, f. 452.) lVI. Forant, the governor of Ile Royale, had specially commended: to 
the British governor of Acadia the priests le Lout re and Maillard, as entirely worthy 
of his confidence and r espect . Maurepas quite approved of this arrangement but re
quested the governor to warn these missionaries to conduct themselves worthily to
wards the British authorities. Le Loutre, however, being of a r estless disposition 
and ambitious to shine in the larger field of national rivalry, was soon deeply involved 
in plots and intrigues against the British interests in Acadia. Although profiting from 
h is duplicity and intrigue, the French authorities found it difficu lt to approve of his 
conduct and he was warned that should his operations be discovered by the English , 
the French government mu st disavow any connect ion with them. ·when, in 1744 , war 
was declared between the French and English, the fruits of his labour s were r evealed. 
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at Acadia, da ted Chibouctou, the twentieth of September, wherein the former 

Some of t he Fren ch missionaries in t he neighbourhood of Port Royal declined to 
violate their pledges and advised the Acadians to whom they ministered, to at least 
r emai n passi ve. Le Loutre , however, and most of the others, actually incited them to 
take up arms aga ins t he British (see Serie B, Vol. 81, folio 64) . It was their boast, 
confirmed by the exper iences of Marin, de Ramezay, and Boishebert (see notes under 
these names ), tha t nearly all of t he Acadians of Nova Scotia were actually on the side 
of the French, awaiting only arms and military protection aga inst the anticipated 
r esent ment of t he Br iti sh authorities to aid in driving the British from the country. 
See Le Lou t r e's sta tement on this subject 4th Oct. , 1749 (Collection de Manuscrit, 
etc., Vol. 3, p. 546). P eace having been r e-established in 1748, the British, 
to offset the r esto ration of Louisbourg to the French, resolved in 1749 to 
make a settlemen t a t Hal ifax. Le Loutre wrote to the new minister, Rouille, 
from Louisbourg 29th July, 1749, indicating the efforts likely to be made 
by the British to conciliate the Acadians and I ndians and thus alienate them 
from the French cause. In view of th is p rospect he calmly proposed, dur ing the period 
of peace, to r eturn t o Nova Scotia and, under the guise of ministering to the religious 
needs of the Acad ians and Indians , to devote himself to so stirring up the Indians in 
p articular as to ensure per petual attacks upon any English settlements which might be 
attempted, especia lly in the neighbourhood of H alifax, to the end that it might be 
utterly impossible for the English to maintain themselves in any part of the country. 
Should the Engl ish accuse him of complicity in th ese plots he would stoutly maintain 
that he had n oth ing wh a tever to do with them, and that t hey were entirely the work 
of the I ndia ns themselves. "Such Your Highness is the resolution which I intend to 
follow out in t he in ter est alike of the state and of religion" (Co llection de Manuscrit, 
etc. Vol. 3, pp. 473-9.) The sequel proved that this was no idle boast on h is part, as 
may be learned from the early h istory of H alifax and especially of the other English 
settlements m ade or a ttempted during the period of nominal peace, between the Treaty 
of 1748 a nd t he outbreak of the final struggle in America. F or these services le 
Loutre wa s a ppla uded and rewarded by the French authorities who succeeded Maure
pas. Their only compl aint was that his r eckless zeal t ended to compromise the F rench 
government during the period of peace. They a lso complained of the exorbitan t prices 
which he allowed for B r itish scalps. On one occasion as much as one hundred Jivres 
each were charged for eighteen British scalps. The Bishop of Quebec, under whose 
ecclesias t ical j urisdiction the missionaries of Acadia came, strongly disapproved of h is 
taking pa rt in these intrigues, holding such action to be qu ite beyond his proper sphere. 
Le Loutre's activities wer e naturally the subject of much resentment on the part of 
the English au thoTiti es and eventually led to a price being set on his head. It cannot 
be den ied, h oweve r, tha t if the successive French military expeditions for the ~·econquest 
of Acadia had been a s well supported from France or Quebec as by th e Acadians under 
the direct ion of le Loutre and other missionaries , th e British would doubtless have 
been dr iven from the province and le Loutre would have been a national hero. As it 
was, the Acadia ns j ustl y complained that on more than one occasion they were forced 
to play the role of unsuccessfu l rebels, and being left to the discretion of the British 
authorities without support or justification, were ultimately t he chief sufferers from 
every unsuccessful r ebellion. The only alternative which le Loutre could offer them in 
the ir unfortuna te si tuation was that they should leave the British territory and pass 
to either Il e Royale (Cape Bret on) or Ile St. J ean. This, however, the great majority 
of the Aca dian s were very loath to do. Quite a number, however, were induced to 
settle on the lowlands between t he Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to 
which the French government h ad set up a claim and to maintain which they built a 
fo rt at Beausejour. To protect the adjoining lands from high tides le Loutre proposed 
to build dikes with water i::-ates (aboitecwx) and fo r which he asked assistance from 
the government to the extent of 50,000 livres. To provide a portion, if not the whole of 
t his, he proposed the issue of a special local metallic currency to avoid the issue of 
paper money, to which , from experience, the Acadians were very much averse, o""ing 
to the diffi culties of getting it redeemed when the French r eti r ed from the count ry after 
each un successful expedition. H e proposed therefore that t he government should 
establish a branch m int, apparently at Bea usejour, to issue a special coinage for local 
ci r culation and which, under t he classic device of overrating , would be induced to 
r emain in the district. The minister promised to consider the r equest fo r assistance 
towards the con struction of dikes, but declined to establ ish a special currency. On the 
contrary it was required that claims in Acadia should be settled a t Quebec, the object 
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informs this missionary that the fleet commanded by the Duke d'Enville had 
anchored in CLibouc:tou ou that day ; he requests him to procure for him at 
least some fifty beeves for the wants of the fleet, for which he will pay cash ; he 
asks him to come to Chibouctou and to give notice to the inhabitants of Acadia, 
who may be in possession of notes fol' supplies furnished the detachment of 
French and Indians who have sojourned there, to send in sa id notes to Chi
bonctou, where he will pay their amoun t. 
. . ....... .. . ..... . . . ......... . . .. . . . . . . . . .... .. . . . ..... . ..... .. . . 

[Signed] IlBA UH ,\RNOIS HOCQU,\RT. 

EXCES, IVE A}.iOUNT OF BILLS DRAWN I);, 1746 
VERSAILLES, J an uary 23, 1747. 

TO llf. H OCQUATI T . 

The fi rst concerns the issue of bills of exchange which you made in 1746 on 
the Treasnrers Gcnen :l of the Marine. I wns vf!ry far from expecting them to 
be for amounts so considerable. It is difficult to imagi.ne how the expense~ 
ha,e ri sen so high. I fear that, notwithstanding all the attention which I am 
persuaded you had gi\·eu to the subject, there have been abuses. H owever that 
may be, I do not know whether these drafts can be met, and I am not without 
much anxiety on this account. But in any case, I must warn you that i t will 

being to delay their ultimate payment in France and thus relieve the alr eady over
burd ened colonial treasury. Le Loutre was in France in 1753 and while there presented 
large claims for payments for supplies purchased by him fro m the Acadians 
and at Ile Royale and elsewhere. Before paying for some of them the 
minister r equested an investigation by the commandant and commissary in
tendant of Louisbourg. They are so large, he says , that be suspects abuses 
in conn ection wi th t hem. When le Loutre r eturned to Acadia be resumed 
his activ it ies against the E nglish more vigorously than ever. In the early 
year s of t he final struggle in America, both before and after the declaration of war, the 
French ha d decidedly the advantage on both the eastern and western frontiers. T here 
appeared, therefore , much justification for the assurances of le Loutre to the Acadians 
that a final r esistance to the Engl ish possession of even the peninsula of Acadia would 
r esult in the defeat of the British and the r estoration of the whole country t o France, 
after wh ich the r ewards and punish ments to be meted out would depend on the zeal 
shown in the French cause. Unfortunately for the Acadians they once mor e gave ear 
to such coun sel. The British government, fully realizing its danger took measures 
to r epel the encroachments. In 1755 it fai led disast rously with Braddock but suc
ceeded with lllonckton, who captured Beausejour, and the expulsion of the Acadians 
followed. ·with the loss of Beausejour le Loutre abandoned the Acad ians to their fa te 
and m aking his way to Quebec, via the St. John River, he met with such severe 
reproaches from the Bishop on account of the results of his intrigues, that he took 
the first opportunity of returning to France (August) . The vessel on which he sailed 
was captured by the English. Fearing the consequences of discovery he disg uised 
his person aucl assumed the nnme Dupre (see Serie B, Vol. 104-1, p. 117) . He 
was identified however on reaching England, and was confined in a castle 
on the I s land of J ersey where, despite various efforts to secure his r elease, 
but well supplied with funds from France, he r emained until the peace of 
1763. H e then returned to France and was employed in connection with a 
series of more or less futile schemes to settle the Acadians who had been sent over from 
America . They were tried on public and private lands in France, on the I sland of 
Corsica and in French Guiana, but all with little success. 'fh e government admitted that 
the a rden t desire of the great ma,iority of the Acadians was to r eturn to Nova Scotia 
or Canada to settle down under British rule. After numerous unavailing efforts to 
secure for le Loutre a benefice in the church, the government, t hough s till u rging h is 
case on the church, finally granted him, in 1768, a pension of 1,200 livres. He died at 
Nantes in the last days of September, 1772. 
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be abso lutely impossible for the treasury of the J\iiarine to support similar 
charges for next year. I was fully expecting that by means of all the good~ 
which you r eceived last autumn and of those which will he sent to you this 
present year, you would be able to meet the requiremen ts of the service without 
exceeding tbe ordinary drafts. And that is why I shall enter in to greater 
detail in r eplying to your several let ters : Be good enough, however, to make 
your arrangements on the lines I am inclicating. 1 

[Not signed] 

BOSTON PRICES AND P APER MONEY1 

JOURNAL OF O CCURREXCES IN C.11.N,\D.II. i 1746, 1747 

Abstract, in form of a Journal of the most interesting occurrences in the 
Colony, in reference to Mili tary movements, and of the various intel
ligence received, since the departure of the ships in November, 1746. 

1747, May. E vening of the 28 t h . 

sr L agroix2 left Boston on the 8th April with a passport from l L Shirley. 

1 The other sections of this despatch deal with quite different matters. In answer to 
the portion of it here given, and having reference to previous remonstrances of the min
ister on ihc same subject, Hocquart seuds a despatch of 27th October, 1747 (given at 
p. 751) , which fully recognized the euo:·mous increase in the expenditure of t he colony. Bills 
had been drawn that year to the amount of 55,392 livres, in exchange for card money, and 
to the amount of 2,669,358 livres for notes and rece ipts or orders. Incidentally this indicates 
the extent to which the later and unregulated forms of currency had absorbed the functions 
of the card money. He points out, however, what was also persistently urp;ed by his 
succe,.;or Digot. that he was not responsible for these excessive issues. They are almost 
entirely incidental to t he mi litary operations undertaken solely on the authority of the 
governor . He reminds the minister, a lso, that the government in France has ordered an 
aggressive policy towards their enemies, hence the natural result. The minister can see for 
himself, by looking up the detai led items, where the money goes. He then points out that 
Lhe amount of card money then authorized, namely 720,000 livres, was wholly inadeqmte to 
the needs of the country. It has, indeed, an unquest ioned cred it and is hoarded as specie. He 
is compelled , t herefore, to employ notes in place of card money, wi th prom ise of annua l 
redemption in October. , vere 1hesc assurances unful fi lled his credit would collapse utterly, 
and the K ing's service be brought to an cod. H e has elated tbe bi lls of exchange drawn t hat 
year as far in the future as possible, but even this deferment of the period of redempt ion has 
greatly disturbed the merchan ts (see below. p . 757, the ir memoria l on the subject) . As 
one result, the exchanges drawn by the Company of the Indies are being much pre
f erred lo the governmen t exchanges, and considerable premiums are being paid for them. 
As another resu lt, the prices of imported goods are now i;oinp; up. some samples of which 
are given . H e concludes by declaring that the minister alone, by his assurances of the 
prompt pa~,ment of the exchanges, can dispel t he suspicion of discredit which has already 
crept in. In a previous letter to the min ister, of 25th September 1747 (Serie C11 I , vol. 88, 
p . 36) , he refers to the enormous increase in the work of his office, on account of the business 
coming in from the western posts where they have no coined money, card money, or no tes, 
and hence resor t to various devices. This is the source of much of the orders on the 
t reasurer and t he acceptances he has sent up, in addit ion to merchandise and some coined 
money which he borrowed in his own name. 

2 Sr. Lagro ix was captain of a vessel in the sen,ice of Canada. On July 11 , 1745, he had 
left Quebec in command of a schooner laden wi th provisions for the French forces at Ile 
R oyale. On July 14, while off the entrance of the Little Brador, an inlet on the north shore of 
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H e r eports that goods arc exor bitantly dea r at B oston ; t be pound of bread 
is wor th 3 shillings, wliicl1 is cqua1 to 12 sols of our money, and meat is one 
sh illin~ de:1re1· tl1rm Lread. Papel' money is so common and so di screcl iterl 
there th:1t Lagroix assures us that, at tl1e commencement of his captivitv, he 
changed a dol l:1 r for 25 shillings, and at hi s departure he got 50 sh illings for 
them . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

[Not signed] 

REVIEW OF C RRENT FINANCIAL CO:NTIITIONS .I N NEW 
FRANCE 

M. Hocquart Quebec, 27th October, 1747 

l[y Lord: 

Thern lia,·e been returned to the T reasmy from the 25 th September up 
to the 1ou, of this mouth, 55,302 11 5s in card money and 2,669,358 11 85 of 
notes and ordm:s. I was anticipating th is r eturn, r egard being h:1 d to the 
expenditures that the circumstances of the war have occasioned. I join to 
my ·othc1· despatches the money accounts relat ing to these expenditures : it is 
11ot my fault if they are so prodigious. I am none the less impressed with the 
embarrasment they will cause yon, as regards the funds of the Marine, but 
if you arc good enough to give heed to all the things that are done here, or if 
it were possi bk to detail them a11 to yon, I am persuaded th at you wou1d 
render justice to my admin istration. I must, Ny Lord, r epeat it to you, i t 
is not l who order military operations, it is the GoYernment which is r espon
sible for them, and as for the share in them t hat concerns me, I have always 
acquitted myself with all the econom:v of which I h:1Ye been c:1pab1e; I would 

Ile Royale, h.is vessel was captured by the British and taken to Louisbourg, then just 
r ecently captured. Here for a time he was held a prisoner on one of the British vessels 
in the harbour. He applied to Admiral \Varren to be allowed to reside on shore, offering 
h is formal parole to confine himself within the limits of the town of Louisbourg. On these 
conditions he was allowed ashore and granted other indulgences. After a time, however, 
he broke his parole and was on the point of escaping on a F rench vessel from the other side 
of t he island, when he was captured by a search party sent after him. In consequence 
of the violation of his parole, although not suffering the usual penalty, he was strictly 
g uarded not only at Louisbourg but at Boston , whither he was tra nsferred wi th other 
p r isoners. From there, the Governor of Canada earnestly des ired h is exchange, and when 
that was arranged he was given considerable liber ty at Boston. H e was t hus able to r eport 
t he effects of the great issue of paper money t here, incidental to t he financia l sacr ifices 
made by l\Iassachusetts in the effort to drive t he F rench power from America. In a letter 
from Shirley, Governor of l\Iassachusetts, to Beauharnois, dated 18th i\ larch, 1746, he 
states that the letter will be delivered to him by Capt. Lagroix , a prisoner of war who 
h as been released at Beauharnois' special r equest, and who is going to Quebec by wav 
of Acadia . It appears that he w ith five other F rench pr isoners was being exchanged 
fo r on e English otricer named F low. H e did not r each Quebec unti l t he 24th l\lay, 1747, 
bringing with h im both Shir ley's letter and other s from de Ramezay, still in Acadia . 
Beauharnois, in his reply to Shirley, 26 J uly 1747, strongly condemned the conduct cf 
Lagroix in having broken his parole, but declared t hat other wise he ha d found him a 
man of good quality, and thanked h im much for having consented to h is exchano-e. 
Lag roix apparently died within the fo llowing year, since in September 17,18 h is w iu;w 
was petitioning for assista nce. 

1 Transla t ion taken from New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 100. 
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not, however, be at the trouble of justifying the Government if there were 
qnestion of it. 

I re turn to the distribution of the bills of exch ange wh ich was made this 
year. I am, ]Hy Lord, in despair at having been able to carry out your orders 
only in part. ln your goodness, hear ·my representations and I flatter myself 
that you will mnkc them pleasing to His :Maj esty. 

The expendi tures by which the bills of exchange have been occasioned 
are real and the ser vices have been rendered: that is prornd by my various 
money accounts attached to my other despntches. The 720,000 livres of 
cal'ds co uld not ser ve for the payment of these expenditures: for several years 
a lre:1dy they h :1ve been used fo r those of former budgets, in accordance with 
the accounts I have r en dered to you. This money has had, up to the present, 
such cred it th at, in or der to sustain i t, I have not hesitated to p:1y the equiva
lent of what came in , i n bill s of ex.change drawn at the nearest, maturity; 
that was unimportant. F or the remainder of the expenditures, I have had 
in the course of the year, only notes to distribu te, bearing a promise to pay 
in the month of October. I have not been able to pay them otherwise than 
by giving to those who hold them, bills of exchange to meet the engagements I 
have entered into for H is :Majesty's service. If I had made any other use of 
them, all their credit would ha\·e disappe:1red in a moment and there would 
have remained to me no way of carrying on the service. If I needed on ly 
goods for sustaining it, the K ing's stor es :1re well enough stocked to tide me 
over in rny purchases from now until the arrival of the ships, at least if things 
J o not get \1·orsc, but you know that it is not wit.h goods alone that I can meet 
the different requirements of the service and moreover, even if I were in a 
position t o meet a good deal by the sale of these, the situation we are in 
demands that we cut down our supplies as little as possible and, on this head, 
it is very necessary fo r yon to abide by such economical arrangements as I 
am able to make. 

In regar d to the or ders you gave me, I hesitated a long time as to whether 
I should take counsel. Secrecy was necessary. I considered, however, that I 
should take the Count de la Galisonniere into my confidence, as it was a ques
tion of gener al in terest th at would influence his conduct, aborn all as it 
touched the colony : it was not necessary for me to sugg·est anything to him, 
he soon per cefred the distressing consequences that would resul t from the dis
credit of the paper and which would inevitably occur if I held strictly to your 
orders. :Messrs. ·}.Iichel and Varin, to whom I opened myself, were of the 
same opinion. We thonght that H is Majesty after all the efforts he has made 
to keep up this colony, would again deign to make others; by means of the 
various maturities of the bills, which I have put off as far as possible, I hope 
you will fi nd resources to h-ave them paid. Putting off the maturities has 
made the merchants extremely anxious. Several have imagined that the bills 
drawn on the Company of the Indies were surer and have made usurious 
bargains to get them in preference, others h aYe purchased peltries with bills 
and these peltri es have been sold at fifteen or twenty per cen t above their 
ordinary valne. Goods from France haYe again gone up in price. All these 
misfortunes, however, will be nothing if you are good enough to reassme the 
deputies of trade on the payment of our bills at their maturi t ies. Yon are the 
only one, My Lord, who can ward off this beginning of clisc1,edit: if the 
private traders of La Rochelle or other maritime cities who trade in Canada 

26541-19 
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become clistrustfnl, i t is certain that they will not send out ships next yea r, 
or :it least, Yer_y few. 

[Signed] Hocquart. 

MERCH ANTS' :MEMORIAL RE DEFERRED P AYMENT OF 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

I 

ill . cle lei Galissonniere ancl lil. H ocquart 

Quebec, Nov. 6, 1747. 
:M:y Lord: 

The merchants of Quebec have communicated to us by means of their 
syndic, a memorial or petition1 which they have the honour of addressing to 
you, r espccling tlte extended maturities which have been appointed for the bills 
of exchange. 

T he anxieties they disclose are not the only ones agi tating them. They 
a1:e coneea1ing the fear they have that these bills will not be met as regularly 
as the in terests 0£ their commerce and of the colony demand, and i t is for t_his 
reason that we barn imparted to you our reflections, both jointly and individu
ally.2 

'iVill you hnrn the goodness to reassme them and ourseh-es also, by 
inducing His )[ajesty to make new effor ts on behalf of this colony, wbicn 
abounds i II good subjects. 

[Signed] L,1. G.u,rnso:-c-' IBRE3 

Hocqu.un 

1 See t he following document. ~ See note 1, p. 749, also t he preceding document. 
3 Roland i\lichel Barrin, Marquis de La Galissonniere, was born at Rochefort 10th 

November 1693. He entered the naval service in 1710 and served in the wars brought 
to a close by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 and the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle in 174 '. 
After the Peace of Utrecht he was employed in the administrative service of the Depart
ment of Marine at Rochefort, having charge from 1716 of the equipment and despatch 
of the royal vessels sail ing to Canada and Ile Royale. About 1721 he appear s to have 
transferred to active service in the fleet, and in 1732 was an officer on the ship L e Rnbis, 
in the service of New France. In 1737, with the rank of lieutenant, he was in com
mand of L e H eros in the same service, and in 1739, again with his old ship L e Rubi.s 
sai ling to Quebec. During the war of the Austrian Succession, wh ich broke out in 1744, 
he was chiefly employed in convoying vessels for the Company of the Indies, and, not
withstanding the superior naval strength of t he British, he was very successful. Being 
intimately acquainted with Canadian conditions, Galissonniere was offered the gov
ernorship of Canada in 1747, but declined, preferring active ser vice in the navy. 
Another distinguished naval officer, the Marquis de la J onquiere, was then 
appointed. He was immediately afterwards captured by the English in a naval battle 
off the Spanish coast. Galissonnicre was urged to take his place temporarily at 
least, and consented. The letters patent, conferring on h im the government of Canada, 
were issued by the King, then at Brussels, on June 10th 1747. He was also furnished 
with copies of the instructions and letters to La J onquier e. Arriving in Canada 19th 
September, he found t he intendant and other officers at Quebec so alarmed over 
the threatened invasion of the province by the English, t hat he was persuaded 
to recall de R a mezay and h is troops from their Acadian expedition. Dtu-ing h is admin
istration of New France, La Galissonniere proved himself to be a very able but very 
aggressive and uncompromising governor . His various reports on the country, some of 
t hem quite lengthy, exhibit a compr ehensive grasp of its natura l r esources and t.heh· 
possible ultimate development. But so long as they were menaced by the more 
h ighly developed and therefore more powerful English colonies, he could see 
no profitable French futu re for t hem. Thus the primary value of Canada to 

2G541-·19o 
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II 

TO J\[Y LOil D THE CO UNT D E 1\[;\.U.IlEPas, 

:Minister and Secretary of Slate. 

My Lord: 

757 

The merchants of Canada have the honour very respectfully to represent 
to you tha•t the long period fo r which the bills of exchange on the Treasury 
have been drawn thi,s year are of infinite prejudice to the commerce of the 
colony, for tlie reasons whi ch they ta1,c the liberty of setting forth to you. 

France, at the time, was as an effective military base for men and supplies in the world 
struggle with England. Under these convictions Galissonniere regarded New F rance merely 
as a means of checkrng, and confining within the narrowest possible limits , B,~tish possessions 
and power in America . The very interesting series of reports made by Galissonniere on the 
French possessions in Korth America , in relat ion to the general interests and policy of 
France, culminated in the report of 1750 submi.tted by h.im, together with Silhouette, after 
h.is return to F rance in 174!l. This is a ve1y comprehensive account of the resources and 
possibili ties of all sections of N ew France, from lie Royale to Louisiana, and how they could 
be utili zed to frustrate or even completely destroy the British power in America (Serie C11 

I , vol. 9G, p. 175 : given also, in English, in Broadhead, vol. X, p. 220). In the detai led 
administration of Canada he showed the same uncompromising determination as in other 
fi elds. H e had very drastic schemes for dealing with the wayward and irresponsible coureurs 
de bois, most of whom he would have transported to the West Indies. He bad excellent 
plans for the de,·elopment of ag ricul tural colonies in the neighbourhood of Detroit and in 
the Illinois countJy, with suggestions fo r a meat packing industry in the neighbourhood of 
Chicago, whereby the inexhaustible buffa lo should aid in feeding the French armies in 
Europe. H e proposed, also, the establ ishment of a prin ting office at Quebec, wh.ich was 
rather favourably regarded by t he minister, and th.is may have given rise to the belief of 
the Swedish t raveller, Peter ICa lm, then yjsiting Canada, that such an establishment had 
been ac tually in existence fo r a short time. His ingenious attempts to wspose of those 
portions of the T rnaty of Utrecht, confirmed by the Treaty of Aix la Ch:ipelle, which were 
seriously detrimenta l to the French interests in Acailia, the I roquois country and the Oh.io 
Valley, when made known to t he E nglish, brought prompt remonstrances from Governor 
Shirley of Massachusette and other English governors. These conditions indicated that 
the peace just established would be of short duration and industriously occupied , as 
Galissionniere recommended , in preparing for the next war. Meantime, however, Ga\js;;onniere 
was urging the ministry to reli eve him , as soon as possible, from the governorsh.ip of New 
F rance. Th is \\"OS accomplished when Ln Jonquiere was free to take over his deferred duties 
and pass to Canada. Ga lissonnierc returned on the same ship which brought out La J onquiere, 
but was requ ired to visit Lowsbourg and report on its fortifications and the general state of 
the colony. H e reached F rance about Nm·ember 1st, 1749. Steps were already being taken 
to form t he Commission, provided for in the Treaty of 174S, for considering the wsputed 
boundari es, etc., between F ra nce and England in North America. On December 15th, 
Galissonnicre received his commission as a member of the Board, his F rench colleague being 
M . de Silhouette (q.v.) . The E nglish representatives were Governor William Shirley and 
Will iam Mild may. Considering the personnel of the Commission and the yjews to which 
they had commit ted th emselves in advance, any prospect of a. settlement through it was 
remote indeed. Shortly a fter his appointment as comm issioner, Galis.sonniere's intellectual 
attainments and varied scientific interests were recognized by !tis election as a member 
of the Academy, on which the min ister congratulates him. April 30, 1752. After the resump
tion of open war, Galissonnicrc, in April 1756, commanded the squadron which convoyed t he 
French troop ships on their way to attack the Island of Minorca. I t was in this connection 
that he defeated the English squadron under Admiral Byng, and which resulted in the 
historic trial and execution of that officer, "pour encourager \es autres". The victor, however, 
did. not long survive. R e had undertaken the command in disregard of his physician's 
advice, and he died at Nemoms, 26th October, 1756, on his return to Paris to report the 
results of t he campa ign. On roverober 14th an order from the King directed his heirs t o 
return to the D epar tment of l\l!arine the instruct.ions and orders, with all papers maps plans 
etc., given to Galissonniere, in connection with the campaign in which he had been e;ga"ect' 
or otherwise relative to t he service of the King. " ' 
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It is to be obse rved that the greater par t of the funds which form the 
basis of the commerce of the colony this year are outstanding since 1745, and 
cannot be made available until some time in the year 1748. 

This delay di sables the merchants of the country and the French ship
pers, not only from paying their old debts, but also from undertaking any 
11 ew enterprise, since they can control scarcely a quarter of their funds for 
that purpose. 

Under such circumstances, may it not be feared that the impossibility 
which will occm of outfitti_ng on the one side, and the mistrust which may 
seize on the mind, on the othe~·, will at one stroke deprive the colony of assist
ance, without which it can maintain itself only by the continuation of the 
immense expense which the Court has incurred for two years past with a 
goodness which calls for our heartiest gratitude. 

If, in order to satisfy their obligations, the merchants are forced to dis
count, the rate cannot but be exorbi tant, and if last year ten per cent were 
deman ded on the bourses of Bourdeaux and La R ochelle, what have we not 
reason to fear from the long terms of the bills of exchange of this year. 

It is greatly to be feared that the colony may see its commerce falling 
off, and. perhaps ruined; "·hat serious consequences may not result if the 
meagre remittances sent to us, fall again into the hands of the enemy. Ho,c 
much ground would we not have for fea r in a co1mtry where commerce and 
an abund ance of e,·erything is so much to be desired 1 .A..ud particularly as 
they are of indispensable necessity for holding the Indians; the unfortunate 
experience th at we had last year in this regard proves only too clearly the 
trntb of thi s fact . 

I t is also necessary that the colony receive merchand ise appropriate to 
the needs of the inh abitants, because they derirn from a plentiful supply their 
greatest strength for offering resist:rnce to the enemy in case of attack. 

Furthermore, al~hough in time of war merchandise must be very dear 
on account of the great expenses and the ri sks which the merchants incur, the 
height to which prices would ri se may be foreseen, and it is impossible, if the 
arrangement of the terms remain, for them not to go infinitely higher. 

It is certa in that the merchants have been less attracted to the commerce 
of thi s colony by the profits than by prompt payments, fo r, although it ma_y 
seem today that the gain is considerable, when yon take into acco unt what it 
costs for insnrance, freight, risks and delays in the funds, i t will be seen that 
these profits dwindle clown to a small affair, and are not comparable to those 
which may be made in the other colonies. 

The m erchants of the colony who trade only with meagre means are not 
in a position to stand delays in the paymen t of their bills of exchange; a great 
part of the peltries which the_y await from :Michillimackinac and all those 
ly ing at Det roit are embarrassing their commerce infinitely. 

But as the strength of a colony and the well-being of the state arise only 
from the facilit ies 11·hi ch cause trade to flourish, we are persuaded, J.ly -Lord, 
that you will not permit trade to suffer from Jong teTms of payment, without 
an alternative, nor indeed to run the risk of not receiving any. 
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vVe flatter ourselves, on the contrary, that in causing"the bills of exchange 
on the TreasurJ' to be paid within the ordinary terms, and thus dispelling our 
fears of suffering in the fu ture the reductions on our receipts from which 
we suffered in the past, you will procur~ for us the satisfaction of seeing that 
the trade of tliis country will continue to be carried on in all i ts branches, 
and that the merchants of France will receive the payments from this colony 
with the same cou 6.dence as ourselves. 

We await all that may be most favourably hoped from the wisdom of 
your ministry and from your own insight. 

Signed: [Here follow th e signalures of forly one individuals : also] 

PERTI:IUis.1 Syndic 
TACUET.2 Secretary 

1 Joseph P erthius was n prominent citizen of Quebec, much in the confidence of the local 
government. In Janu:11y, 1743, he had been selected by Beauharnois to serve as one of the 
assessors, or provisional and pro pecm·e members of the Superior Council, who had been 
pro\"lded for by the home Government on account of the scarcity in the country of 
suitable candidates. His appoin tment was approved by the K ing in March 1744. In 
October of t he same year, one of the Councillors, Sr. D 'Artigny, having died, it was suggested 
by the governor and intendant that Perthuis might succeed him as full councillor. This, 
also, was favourably regarded and in the spring of 1745 the King, writing to Attorney General 
Verrier, with whom P erthuis had apparently studied law, intimated that be would promote 
Pertbuis to the posit ion of full councillor, if be proved faithfu l in the discharge of his du ties as 
assessor. This probat ion lnsLed nearly two years, fo r he was not promoted a full council lor 
unti l 1s t J anua1y, 1749. H e had been employed in establishing a post of observation at 
Cape Desrosiers, to no te the presence of English vessels in that neighbourhood, and to keep 
the French vessels posted as to conditions on land and sea. In the spring of 1747 be was 
commissioned to investigate the salt spring of Kamouraska, with a view to the possible 
supply of salt in case of capture by sea of tbe regular cargoes. His report, however, was 
not ve1y encouragi ng. It was this year, also, as noted in this despatch, that he was syndic 
for the merchan ts at Quebec. On March 1st of the following year, 1748, the minister 
cordially acknowledged the receipt of this petition. He had devoted coru;iderable attention 
to the study of the law, evidently attending the lectures of the Attorney General Verrier on 
that subj ect. Thus we find that , under date of 26th May, 1754, the minister sends to the 
governor and intendant t he patent for Pertbuis to be King's Attorney of the district of 
Quebec, and also Attorney to the Admiralty. Later the minister sends a warrant, dated 
1st May 1751, confirmi ng a grant to Sr. Joseph Perthuis of the seigneury in the rear of 
Portneuf. That he was a lso fairly well acqu::rnted with the English language is evident from 
the fact that he was employed by Bigot to translate some mi litary documents captured at 
the tim e of Braddock's defeat, and addressed to him by Colonels Johnrnn and Shirley. 
When Attorney General Verrier died, on September 13. 1758, the governor and intendant 
selected Perthuis to discharge the duties of the office. This was approved by the minister 
in a despatch of 8th J anuary following. In this he comments on the limited number t.hen 
composing the Superior Counci l, and the very great difficulty in finding persons in the colony 
sufficiently qua lifi ed to fill such po;;i t ions. He asks them to submit information as to the 
du ties of the office of Attorney General to the Counci l in Canada, in order th.at he may 
select a sui ta ble person in France. This, of course, was not followed up, hence Perthuis 
discharged the duties of the office unti l the close of the French regime. Among the limited 
number of officials who had served in Canada, and who were coru;idered worthy of recogni
tion and reward , we find the name of Perthuis, who was awarded a pension in 1762. Perthuis 
returned to France in 1763, and died there 19t-h May, 1782. 

2 Sr. Taebc, or Tachet, was appointed Secretary for the body of Quebec merchants whom 
Sr. Pertbuis represented as syndic. In November of the following yenr, 1748. we find him 
acting with P erthuis and Sr. Gamelin-a member of Cugnet's Company for working the St. 
M:nnice forges of some years before-sending in a petition on behalf of nil the merchants of 
Canada, fo r the modification of the import and export taxes o_n goods from France, passing 
into or th rough Canad:1. That he was one of the most promment merchants at Quebec is 
evident from the fact that, in 1739, he was t he recognized agent at Quebec for t he brothers 
Mariette, of Montauban in France, who sent considerable cargoes to Canada. In 17-12 we 
fi nd the minister send ing instructions to the intendant to afford Sr. T ache every facility in 
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The notes wh ich 11' 1-I.ocquart has circulated among the public for the 
payment of expenses are so easily counterfeited that _it is necessary to apply 
a remedy, and I find no other means of checking these rogueries than to have 
the notes printed, and we shall change the form of them every year. 

A peasant who is un able to read takes as cash the sign manual of M. 
H ocquart or my own, where there is no resemblance, but when he sees that 
the note is not printed he will refuse it. I attach herewith a model for these 
notes and I beg of you to be good enough to send me 12,000 of them. I did 
not care to ask them from R ochefort, it being safer to employ your printer. 

collecting payment for goods sent by the above firm . In 1746 be was himself in di .. culties 
over his non-payment of a debt of 15,000 livres for goods obtained from other French mer
chants, the brothers Laine. Like several other large merchants of Quebec, he was a ship
owner, engaged in both trade and fisheries. On August 21st, 1747, was repor ed the arri val 
at Quebec of a schooner of his, engaged in the fisheries on the north shore of the Gulf. In 

. 1750 be had apparently obtained from the Canadian authori ties a provisional grant of the 
Magdalen Islands, but in M ay of that year the minister notified the governor and intendant 
that this grant could not be ratified , as the Sieurs Pascaud had been granted prior rights 
there. That he was engaged in trade with Ile Royale was indicated from the fact that. in 
June 1751. he was made the medium through which Governor Jonquiere of Quebec sent to 
his brother ~overoor, Des H erbiers of De Royale, two dozen young turkeys from the neigh
bourhood of l\Iootrea l. It appears that Tache's ship was chartered to carry supplies for the 
government to the coas t nod fort s of Acadia, but bad been diverted to Ile Royale by the 
i:;overoor, whet her merely to deli,·er the turkeys or fo r more important services is not 
known. At auy rate, the vessel ran on the rocks in the oeigbourhood of Louisbourg and it 
was jud~ed by the King 's Council of State, in 1753, that T ache was entitled to full 
compensat.ioo. I o 1752 he sent to the minister a memorial, on behalf of the merchants 
of Quebec. to be all owed to po tpooe for a year the payment of their customs duties 
on their imported goods. The grounds on which this was asked were the necessary 
payment of the freights on the goods at the time of their arrival. They must also sell 
their i:;oods on loop: terms of payment, a nd e,·en then they remained a long time in t he 
warehouses before t heir sale. This favour was asked for the resident merchants, who did 
not handle more than one half of the goods imported to the country. This petition was 
declined . In 1753, T ache also represented the captains of militia of the di trict of Quebec. 
in their petition to be exempt from the special temporary ta.-..; which had been informally 
levied on the people of Quebec. for the main tenance of the barrack . In this connect.ion we 
have the interesting statement by the minister t hat this tax was intended as an introductory 
basis for a general and permanent tax. either as n land tax or poll-tax. on the " ·hole coloov. 
with a view to securing that the people of New France should contribute towards t he rapidly 
increa~iog expenses involved in maintaining and defending Canada. The reasons given are 
precisely those which were ad ,·anced by the British Government for the imposition of 
simi lar taxes on the American Colonies. Tache 's representati,·e function_ are maoife· ted 
:u:mi o during the clo inp: days of French rul e. We fi nd that. in J uly. 1759, a deputation of 
citizens of Quebec. headed bv rs. Dnine and Tache. made certain t11,?ent recommendations 
to the military autho,;ties. in what thcv deemed to be the public interest. Thei r recom
mendations were evidently treated with respect , and sometimes acted upon, a on this 
occasion. 
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When I have r eceived them I shall withdraw all the notes issued by M. 
H ocquart ~ncl myself, in order ~hat only the printed ones may have currency.1 

ounterfe1ts fo r a r ather considerable amount have been remitted to the 
Treasury this yea r. 

Quebec, October 2:3, 17'.I- . 
[Signed] BIGOT.2 

1 Th is proposition on the part of Bigot, which really involved a further ex-tension 
of_ t ~e card money_ as _a secoi:id C'l~im on the r oyal credit, was apparently accepted by the 
mm1ster, but, a s md1cated m Bigot's despatch of 25th October , 1749, given at p. 793, 
when the case was opened , only the printed forms for bills of e..'tchange were fou nd. 
H e therefore urgently r equested 50,000 livres in printed no tes to be sent the following 
year. When th ese did not arrive h e repeated the r equest, t h is time for 60,000 livres. 
The following year he received the fir st supply but only for 16,000 Jivres (see h i, 
despatch of 15th October, 1752, given at p. 797) . In this he again asks for 100,000 
Jivres with persuasive argum ent as usual. E viden tly t he minis ter representing t he 
government struggling with a similar problem in France, did not wish to add additional 
facilit ies for the all t oo rapidly increasing expenditares in Canada. By 1758, however, 
the home government was sending ovel' the printed notes quite freely , 150,000 livres 
being sent that spring (see Serie B., Vol. 107, Feb. 10th). 

2 Francois Bigot the last of the intendants of Canada and second only to Talon, 
the first of the intendants, in point of ability , was born at Bordeaux about 1699, being 
six-ty years of age at the time of the conquest of Canada. He belonged to a family of 
considerable distinction, in the district of Guyen ne, and Jong associated with 
the government of the country. H e was closely related to the distinguished 
n aval commander, the . Due d'Estrees, a marshal of France and first pre
sident of the Council of Marine, as also to the Marquis de Puisieux , 
French Ambassador at the English Court. H is father was a councillor and sub-doyen 
of the P arliament of Bordeaux, and his grandfather had been chief clerk of the same 
court. Other members of the family occupied similar official positions. H is early 
associations fostered his desire to enter the marine ser vice. Another relative, the 
Comte de Marville, who was Secretary of State for the Department of t he Marine, 
introduced him in 1723 to a junior position in the service. In due course he was pro
moted through t he various grades of t he department, acquiring a thorough knowledge 
of the m any interesting and important features of t he marine service at home and 
abroad. Jn 1731 h e was appointed to the r esponsible position of Commissary of the 
Marine under the distingui shed patronage of the Comte de Maurepas, long the very 
able minister of the department. Maurepas, having an eye for brains and espr it, soon 
r ecognized the exceptional capacity of the young official , with h is good family backing 
and no little share in the minister's somewhat morbid cynicism. The following year, 
1732, the minister appointed him comm issary a t Rochefort, already the most important 
cen tre of naval administration. A few years later, in 1739, he was again selected by 
the minister to succeed M. Normant as directing commissary and sub-intendant at 
Louisbour g , t he capital of Ile R oyale. This position was of the same nature, though 
subordinate in rank, as that of inten dant at Quebec, a position then held by M. Hoc
quart, to whom he was officially related as deputy. H e was also chief of the Superior 
Council of Ile Roya le. In h is defensive memoir (Mernoire pour Mcss fre Fran~ois 
Bi,qot, ci-devant Intendant de .Justice. Police, Finance & 1l'larine en Cmiada. Accuse: 
Contre Monsieur le ProcureHr-General du Roi en la Com-mission, AccusateHr. 2 pts.
A Paris, 1763 ) , Bigot declares that he was loath to accept this position although he 
knew it would afford h im exceptional opportunities for enriching himself, but th at he 
took it at the personal solicitation of the minister, and because it was necessary to have 
served a term in one of the colonies in order to qualify for the intendancy of a naval 
po_rt in France, which was then the goal of h is ambition. There is contemporary 
ev idence, h owever, t hat this professed r eluctance was a diplomatic afterthought. Un
fortunately the fame of this brill iant and gifted colonial official rests chiefly on the very 
exception al success with which he u tilized his personal influence and official oppor
tunities t o exploit the King's serv ice for the enrichment of both h imself and h is 
numerous fr iends and dependents. It is true that during th is period the exploiting of 
the King's serv ice for personal profit was all t oo common among the favourites of the 
Court of France. It was mu ch easier, however, in the distant realms of New France 
where the difficult:-,r of verifying and checking- the operations of the officials was ver; 
great, and where 1t could be attempted only through the very officials who were most 
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deeply involved in t he fraudulent practices. With all his shrewdness and ability Bigot 
had many qualities which, though not essentially vicious in themselves, yet lent them
selves to the promotion of r esults which were very much so. He was vain and 
ther efore an easy victim to flattery. He was generous and hospitable to 
the degree of lavishness. H e was b enevolent and complacent to those who 
gained his ear and therefore not difficult to impose upon. Being anything but par
simon ious as to hi s own possessions, he was still less so as regards the King's treasury. 
He was, above all i h ings, ambitious to play the role of the grand seigneur and fe lt very 
strongly th e obligation of noblesse obli{le towards those whom he had encouraged or 
permitted to claim from h im assistance or protection. His thorough knowledge not 
only of the general policy but of the adminis trative detai ls of the marine and colonies, 
and his exceptional capacity for rapid and effective administration in the pos ition of 
In tendant of New F rance, especially during the critical period of t he final struggle, 
were practically indispensable. Hence the government in general and the minister of 
marine in particu lar found it impossible to dispense with his services, even when it was 
reluctantly real ized that he was the central factor in a wide spread and colossal system 
of fraud and peculation. As has been pointed out in connection with several of h is 
p redecessors in the oflke of I ntendant of New France, the utili zing of the faciliti es of 
official positions for the profit of private individuals, including the ch ief offic ials them
selves, was a matter of frequent correspondence and vigorous criti cism long before 
Bigot's t ime. None of his predecessors however , had at once the extensive opportun ities 
an d exceptional ingenuity and organizing ability of Bigot, such as permitted the real iz
ing, within a relatively brief period, of immense fortunes acquired at the public expense 
u nder his administration. It was not, therefore, that he inaugurated the system of cor
r uption which flourished during his term of office, _ but that, with the assistance of able 
associates, he adopted and developed a system a lready in operation and brought it to 
a degree of efficiency which achieved results quite undreamed of by his predecessors. 
One of the foundation stones of ihis system was the r ight, freely e.,ercised and claimed 
to have been sanctioned by usage if not by formal recognition, of the officials of the 
government of the colonies to engage in such trade at least as was not directly con
nected wiih the King's service. In support of this position it was pointed out that the 
salaries allowed to the chief officers were wholly inadequate to support the leading 
officials of the colony who were thus compelled to engage in trade to supplement their 
meagre official incomes (see Bigot's elaborate defence of this privilege, with much 
evidence in support, in Vol. 2 of the illcmoirc, pp . '1-26). In practice, however, and 
especially in times of war when many supplies and services were in urgent demand 
and trade was largely regulated by public officials, it was impossible to determine what 
was and what was not connected with the King's service. It was of course impossible 
for Bigot to deny the immense personal fortune which he had accumulated in New 
France, but as the chief accusations brought against h im r eferred to the la ter operations 
in Canada , he endeavom·ed to maintain that the greater part of h is for tune was 
acquired as deputy intendant at Louisbourg. It is impossible to convey in a brief space 
any adequate idea of the very complex and fa r-reaching system through which a number 
of closely associated officials , military and civil, with their respective minor agents and 
dependents exploited every section of the King's service, whether at the central depots 
of Quebec and Montreal, on the fighting fronts of Lakes Champlain and George, Erie 
and Ontario, and ihe Ohio River, or at the numerous posts in the Indian terr itory of 
the northwest or the frontiers of Acadia and New England. A perfect godsend to t he 
fraudulen t officials and contractors at the various posts on the outskirts of the colony, 
was the I ndian with hi s incorrigible thriftlessness and his in satiable demands for e,er 
Yanishing supplies of food and equipment for h imself and family, backed by his con
s tantly available threats of desertion in default of prompt compliance. No less 
beneficial qualities of the I ndian were his rapid forgetfulness of all pas t favours and 
h is abhorrence of all such sordid practices as the keeping of accounts or any sta tis tical 
record of supplies r eceived. In point of theory, therefore, as well as of fact . the 
I ndian conveniently accoun t ed for the disappearance of vast quantities of the King's 
s tores. Bigo t constantly r efers to the enormous volume and cost of Indian supplies , 
and Montcalm observed that if the Indians of the wes t had received one fourth of the 
suppl ies ch arged to them, the English would not have had a single Indian ally r emain
ing. With the loss of Louisbourg, in 1745, Bigot returned to France with an excellent 
r eputation and was immediately afterwards appointed intendant of the great fl eet fitt ed 
out and placed under the command of the Due d' Anville, for the r ecapture of Ile Roya le 
and the conquest of Nova Scotia. Bigot has left a graphic description of the disasters 
which overtook this armada, of the dealings with le Loutre and the Acadians and 
of his return to France with t he r emnants of the fleet. When peace was restored in 
1748 he was appointed to r eplace Hocqunrt as Intendant of New France with jurisdic
t ion over the adjoining colonies of Louis iana and Ile Roya le. He arrh·ed at Que.bee 26th 



I_~ CE: CO LON I ES , 7 '''.'" 

F Dcpenfes g~-:;;;;,cs, 
f :. , N o ,,, // t .:..-- . j j (? & 1 (:, , • 

• f L Jera t~1m compte par /11 R ot~ 

r;;-1 au tnois cf' oEl'obre proc/1ai1t, de !a 
l • . r '' 

Jonime de ';/11.a Ctc.·_f1t1,r1,cu1-(//,,t...::= 
• ., " _-,//v ti..,1...... - .. - • • 

yafeur en la Jo{!miffe(in du Trifo-

. rie,~ rif!ie q7t bureau du conmJ/e. _ 
ur r.•' 1, r'Loi L ,. . .. 6 -L~ , ,, , ~ 

A fi.!, t'6er:, le //' . ::_: r , ·1J; 1 
,, fl /7..d h 7, .,, 

YVJll./~L--, 

_____________ ...,,.,'1 

PLATE \IL 

r· --::.: /'-
(, 

COL ONIES 175c 

.,., Dcpenfes ~gftncrales. ·---· 
N.0 r;ir v 

f L Jerct tem1. rompte par le R ('i, 

au 111ois d'oElobre prochai11, de .,(a . 

·IP!!:}~J!/ l ~ -
~ / yY~~--_;_---

'J!(deur en la fo11mijfion du Trf!J-
••• rie~~ refit!e au b,ureau du couiro!e. 

.:_''A Qyebe~, le J/l~1v~)6 

" 

-++-\+ I ( Ul }(~ 

Fa csimilrs of th e Printer/ N ol r~.-- f"oc-similes des billet.~ i m71rim es. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 7€9 

August, 1748, and with ch aracteristic energy a t <?nee set about p~tting in ~rd~r t~e 
very conf used colon ial accounts and finances. This he succeeded m accomplishing m 
a comparatively short time, t o t he entire satisfa ction of the home government. 
I ncidentally he h ad to spend the summer of 1749 a t Louisbourg r estor ing t he admi
nistrative system af ter th ree years of Br itish occupation. So fa r as annual statements 
of the r evenue and expenditu r e of the colony were concerned, although the services to 
be deal t w ith and the suppl ies to be furnished wer e very much more voluminous and 
complex than ever, t he min ist er s of Mar ine t estified that the accounts had never been 
r ender ed with such clearness a nd facil ity fo r comprehension as under Bigot's adminis
t ration , for all wh ich he was duly thanked a nd praised by the minister s. The only 
compla int which their despatches r eveal had r efe rence to the constantly growing volume 
of t he exp enditures, even in the per iod of peace between 1748 and 1756. This Bigot 
freely ack nowledged a nd deplored equa lly with the minister s, but he pleads freedom 
from all personal r esponsibility ina smuch as the increasing costs were due to the 
rapidly expan ding military undertakings a t enlarging distances and to the ever in
creasing voracity of t he I ndians, wherei n h is per sonal functio n was simply to furn ish 
t he supplies called fo r, w ith promptness and effici P.ncy and draw bills of exchange on t he 
t r easurer of the marine fo r thei r payment. If the minister should consider these 
expenditures extravagant t he remedy w as ver y simple and entir ely within h is own 
power . H e had simply to forbid the undertakings which gave r ise to t hese outlays. 
Thus for a considerable period did his frankness and appeal to obvious facts disarm 
cr iticism, while h is efficiency inspi r ed confidence !m d gratitude. There were, it is t rue, 
increasing complaints on t h e part of those who found their opportunities for profit able 
business block ed by his syst em and the operat ions of h is favourites. But these were 
long ignor ed as pr esumably unfounded attacks on t he part of disappointed or dishonest 
r iva ls of the successful t rader s. F or his connection with the organization and opera
tions of t he Society of Cana da see note 4, p. 797. It is perfectly t rue that the extrava
ga nt milit a r y en terprises of the gover nors Ga! issonniere, J onquiere, and Duquesne, 
during th e per iod of nomina l pea ce between 1749 and 1756, occasioned a rela t ively 
enormous increase in the expend itures in New France. There is even serious question 
as to whether the r oyal expendi tures would have been any lighter under a ny possible 
a lterna tive system to that followed by Bigot and his associates. Their efficiency under 
th e most d ifficu l t conditions for transporting a nd procuring supplies, un doubtedly 
economised much outlay, although the resul ti ng savings passed to t heir own accounts 
r a th er t han to t hat of t he K ing. The f eatures of efficiency and business-like methods 
in most of the e.,ecutive administration, recogn ized by every minister previous to 
Berryer in 1758, a nd which a re demonstrated with so much detail by Bigot himself 
in h is memoir, had rendered the ministers r eluctant to accuse Bigot personally of com
plicity in the enormous overcharges which were being made at the expense of the royal 
treasury. B igot might indeed have dissociated h imself from sever al of h is more 
rapacious a nd unscrupulous dependents , had not a perverted sense of personal honour 
compelled h im to defend anyone who ha d been dependent upon h im for favours or 
position. H e thu s, p rematur ely a t least a nd t o an unnecessary degree , brought discredit 
on h imself . The condi t ion of the finances of the colony and the r easons for the rapid 
expansion of t he expenditure in New F rance during Bigot's term of administration 
are sufficien t ly indicated in the documents which follow. The personal factors may be 
illus tra ted by 1:eferen ce to a cou ple of documents. In June 1753, the minister, Rouil!e, 
w r iti ng to B igot , states tha t on account of h is confidence in him he had not previously 
r eferred to th e numerou s complaints against him which he had r eceived and which he 
disr egarded ; but to r emove any plau sible ground for such complaints he should make 
all purchases of supplies by public tender . W riting to Governor Duquesne, the minister 
says t ha t the r epor t s about B igo t had made no impression on him, but he was glad to 
have his assuran ce as governor that every thing was a ll r ight. Most of the complaints 
u p to 1757 cam e from merchants and contractors who found t hemselves shu t out from 
a sh are in the government expenditures, but the cumulative effect of t hese was begin
n ing to t ell on the French Court. To offset th is Bigot considered a personal visit to 
P aris as n ecessar y. Leave was obtained but with it the warning that he must be 
pr epared to give a complete account of Canadian e.,pend itures with other official 
details . H e went over in the autumn of 1754 and r eturned the fo llowing spring. He 
was evidently able to explain ever y thing sat isfactorily, for he r eturned with a n ew 
lease of ministerial confidence which, t hough somewha t shaken after the outbreak of 
war, r emained substan tially in tact until the advent of Ber ryer , whose disr e
gard of per sonal feelings or even of personal r ights was by no means 
con fi ned to his attacks on the Canadian offic ials, but render ed h im even more unpopular 
in France itself. W hen , in September 1758, Berryer succeeded to t he position of 
Minister of Marine and the Colonies, h is fo rmal appoin tment being elated 1st N ovember . 
the colonial a dmini stration soon r ealized t hat court favour had been suddenly convei· t ed 
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PU .r ISHMENT FOR COUNTERFEITERS OF ORDERS 

Ganacla 

Ill. B igo t. October 28, 17.J,8. 
My J.ord: 

It has been represen ted to me that the Superior Council has hitherto 
condemned those who have counterfeited the orders signed by M. H ocquart, 
and which are regarded as current money in the country, only to banishment 
from Canada for life, and to be sent oack to France. And as such punishments 
as these make no impression, counterfeits are being passed daily among the 
publ ic. Such a punishment is very slight for a rogue who does not care at 
all whether he lives in France or in Canada. It appears to me, furthermore, 
to be quite contrary to the King's declaration of August 5, 1721, which con
demns to death those who are convicted of having tam pered with, changed or 
falsified royal or public papers, and there is no doubt that these orders come 
under this latter category. 

I beg you, l\[y Lord, to be good enough to let me know your views on this 
subj ect in order to be able to put them into force on the first occasion. 

R ecently I observed in a criminal case before the Council that the judges 
were in ag reement, before entering, to save the criminal. I wish, if I canr 
to put an end to such intrigues; they are not at all proper and it is rendering: 
an ill service to t he colony to tolerate crime there. That is the reason why 
stealing goes on there, particularly from the King. But I hope that will be 
changed.1 

[S igned] BIGOT. 

Quebec, October 28, 1748. 

into minis ter ia l antagonism. Pean (see note 2, p. 685) was sen t over by Vaudreuil and 
Bigot to explain ma t ter s, but the minister br usquely informed h im on his first announ
cement that he was r eady to assist the minister with personal knowledge of Canadian 
affairs, that he wished none of h is advice, adding some drastic and sweeping criticisms 
of those connected with the administration in Canada. On his return to France after 
the loss of Ca nada, Bigot and ma ny of h is more important associates were committed 
to the Bas t ill e. On December 17th, 1761, royal letters patent were issued ordering 
the trial of those responsible for t he monopolies , abuses, dissipations, etc. which had 
been practiced in Ca na da. There were fifty five names on the list of accused. A com
mission of t wenty seven judges was appointed for their tria l, which lasted fifteen months 
and involved the exa m ination of a host of witnesses and great masses of papers. As t he 
result of the tria l Bigot was condem ned to banishment for life, a fine of 1,000 livres, 
1,500,000 livres by way of restitution, and the confiscation of the remainder of his 
property. When his property ca me to be sold there was much competition among t he 
great famili es of France for portions of the exceptionally artistic silver plate which 
had graced h is famous dinners at Quebec. The lavish luxury of these dinners during 
periods of great scarcity, he j ustified on the g round that such hospitalities, undertaken 
at his own expense, relieved the monotony and dep!·ess ion of the lives of the officers and 
other s connected with the defence of the colony and enabled them to face their daily 
hardships wi th more buoyant sp irits. W here }ie resided during his banishment is a 
matter of uncertainty, but the banishment does not seem to have been very r igid. As 
in the case of most of those co ndemned by t he Court of 1763, efforts were made to have 
the sentence on B igot , especially with reference to his banishment, revoked. In 
November 1772 the Bishop of Bloi s interested h imself on Bigot's behalf a nd t h e· 
m inister promised consideration of his petition. In 1775 the minister had prepared a 
draft of letters of r eh abilitation for Bigot, but the fate of t he measure is uncertain . 

. 1 In a 1espatch _from the minister to Bigot, 18 April, 1749, he promised to consult the
King on this pr<!pos1t1on to ei:iforce the death penulty on those who counterfeited the orders 
or acceptances signed by the intendant. 

26541-50! 
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llONEY IN WHICH RE NTS :MUST BE PAID 

Ji1dgme11l requiring the residents of Oap Saint-Ignace lo pay the rents they owe 
to sr Vincelotte, their seigneur, in the current money of the country, 
with the reduction of a quarter, elc ., J cinuary Jf, 171f9. 

Fran~ois Bigot, etc. 

B ETWEE~ Louis Guyon and J oseph Richard, residents of the scignelll'y of 
Cap Saint-I gnace, plaintiffs in a suit, accepted by us, on December 20 last, (both 
present in pe rson ), on the one part; 

AND sr Vincelotte Duhautmenil, part seigneur of the said Cap St. Ignace, 
defendant (also present in person ) , on the other. 

Having befo re us the said. plea, representing that the plaintiffs aTe tenants 
of the said seigneury with their co-heirs and co-suitors, in whose names they 
are acting, of seven arpents of land frontage by forty in depth, bearing 
a reduced rent charge of 30 sols per arpent of fron tage, and of a capon 
per arpent, according as appears from the deed of concession made by the said 
widow of g r Charles Amiot, in favour of the late Nicolas Gamache, from whom 
the plaintiff and co-suitors take their titles, by reason o'f which rents these latter 
presented themselves on the 11th November last to pay the said sr Vincelotte, 
who refused to receive the rents of the said land, as also the capons, on the 
pretext that, as be .said, they were obliged to pay in coined money which can 
not be done, since coin is not sufficiently common in this country; wherefore 
the said plain tiffs decided, in view of the deed of concession passed before 
Becquet, notary, on J uly 10, 1675, to request that it may please us to cause 
the said g r Vincelotte to appear before us, to have i t ordered that be shall be 
obliged to receive from the plaintiffs the rents and other charges which they 
owe him, in notes current in this country; 

Our ordinance following of the said December 20, directing that gr 
Vincelotte be communicated with and directed to appear before us this day: 
the said request and ordinance having been served upqn sr Vincelotte on the 
30th of the same month, with a summons for this said day. 

H aving before us also the deed of concession of the above mentioned date, 
by which the said woman, Widow Amiot, proprietress of the sa id seigneury of 
Vincelotte, conceded to the said Nicolas Gamache, a lot of seven arpents 
frontage by forty in depth, on the condition of paying each year the stun of 
14 livres in coined money, and seven good capons, fat and alive, as seigneurial 
rent, and two sols as qui t rent for the whole of the said concession. 

T he ,parties having been heard, and afteT the said defend·an"t stated that 
the sole reason for bis r efusal to receive• from the plaintiffs the rent of the land 
in question is that they made claim to pay him the rent with a reduction of one 
quarter ; that be believes himself justified in demanding the said rent without 
reduction, since it is stipulated to be in coined money, which is the equivalent 
of the term money of France; wherefore be decides to pray that the sai<.l 
plain tiffs be obliged to pay him the sn id rent, conforrnably to the said deed. 
and to furnish him with capons, fat and alive, nccording to the same. • 

By the plaintiffs it was replied that the former rents had been reduced 
by a quarter by various declarations of the King; wherefore they maintain 
that the c rents are in the same cnse. 
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We, in consequence of the D eclaration of His Majesty of March 25, 1730,1 

passed in interpretation of that of July 5, 1717,2 and seeing that it is not stipu
lated in the deed in question that the rents shall be paid in money of France, 
either T ournois or P arisis, 

We order that the said plaintiffs and co-suitors shall pay in money cur
rent in this country, the r en t which they owe to the said sr Vincelotte, at the 
reduction of one quar ter ; we order them, in accordance with the deed, to 
fumish capons, fat and alive, or the sum of 22 sols 6 deniers in coin for each, 
at their option. Without costs. We enjoin, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth J anuary, one thousand, seven hundred and 
for ty nine. 

[Signed] BIGOT. 

ORD [NANCE INCREASING CARD MONEY TO 1,000,000 LIVRES 

Duplicate 
Id. [Versaille.s, .April 18, 174.9.J 

TO MESSRS. DE L A GALISSONIERE kND DI GOT. 

Gentlemen : 
·The K ing having considered it to be for the benefit of tbe service and of 

the trade in Canada to raise to a million the card money established in the 
colony, you will fi nd herewith the ordinance which His Majesty bas issued 
for th is increase and to " ·hich you will be good enough to conform. I am 
sending th e cards requ ired for thi s increase. 

[Not signed] 
DY THE KING 

Versailles, April 18, 1749. 
Duplicate. 

I L1vL hav ing deemed it necessary for the benefi t of the trade of Canada 
to establ ish a system of card money there, he had caused cards to be issued 
fo r an am onn t equ al to 400,00 0 li vres, iu execution of bis ordinance of l'Jarcb 
2, 1729.3 This money, which was desired by all sections of the colony, pro
clnced a t fh st all the advantages which were expected from it; but this sum 
of 400,000 livres not being found sufficient for the various requirements of 
trade, pa r tly through the want of circulation of part of this money, which 
was held by well-to-do people owing to the deserved credit it had acquired, 
and par tly from the successive ex pansions of trade, H .N. decided to order a 
new issue of 200,000 livres by his ordinance of May 12, 1733/ and a third of 
120,000 livres by a later ordinance of F ebruary 27, 1742,5 on the repeated 
representa tions which were made to him as to the necessity of these two 
increases. Bnt I-LM. hav ing taken iuto consideration further representa tions 
addressed to him last year by the GO\·ernor General and the Intendant of the 
colony, r especting the circulation of this money he has recognized that the 
720,000 livres already issued in execution of the said ordinances mentioned, 
have not yet been found sufficie nt for the various activities of trade, domestic 
and foreign, the progress of which, in spite of the difficulties occasioned by 
the war, has never ceased to be noticeable, partly on account of the increase 

1 See S erie B, Vol. 54-2, p. 475. 2 P. 399. 
s P. 589. 4 P. 641. 0 P . 707. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 

in the inh abitants and of cultiva tion, and partly by the introduction of ship 
building, for tificat ions, and other considerable en terprises carried on, on 
FLM's account; so th at he deemed it necessary to yield to the appeals which 
have been made to him for the increase of the card money up to the amount 
of 1,000,000, and to order for thi s purpose a new issue of 280,000 livres; 
desiring to prov ide fo r which, ILM. has ordered and hereby orders as fol
lows: 

Art. 1s t 

In addi tion to the 720,000 livres of card money issued in execution of the 
ordinances of March 2, 1729, May 12, 1733, and February 27, 1742, which 
will continue to be current in Canada, in conformity with the ordinances men
tioned, there shall be issued up to the value of 280,000 livres of this money, 
in cards of 2411, 1211, 611, 311, 30s, 15s and 7s 6d, which cards shall bear the 
impress of the R oyal Arms, and. be written .and signed by the Controller of the 
Marine at Quebec. 

II 

T he cards of 2411, 1211, 611 and 3u shall also be signed by the Governor and 
Lieutenant General, :md by the Intendant of that country; those of 30s, 15s 
and 7s 6d shall be merely paraphed by them. 

III 

The issue of the 2 0,000 Jivres of card money may be made at different 
times ; and fo r each i~sue, four official minutes shall be drawn up, one of which 
shall be delivered to the Governor and Lieutenant-General, another to the 
Intendant , the third shall be deposited and registered in the office of the Con
troller of the N arine, and the fourth sent to the Secretary of State administer
ing the depar tment of the Marine. 

IV 

His J\Iajesty forbids the Governor and Lieut. Gen1, Intendant and Con
troller to sigu and paraph any for a grea ter sum, for whatever reason or under 
whatever pretext. R e also forbids any person to counterfeit this money, on pain 
of being prosecuted as a counterfeiter and of being punished as such, according 
to the full rigour of the ordi nances. 

V 

R.M. desi res tha t this card money, which shall be issued in execution of 
the present ordinance, may have currency in the colony at its face value, and 
that in consequence it may be received by the keepers of the warehouses estab
lished in the colony in payment for powder, munitions, and merchandise whi.ch 
may be sold from the storehouses of H.M. ; by the agent of the Treasurers 
General for the payment of the bills of exchange which he will draw upon them, 
each in the yea r of hi~ office; and, generally, in all payments whate\·er made in 
the country, of whatever form or natu::-e they may be. 
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H .M . enjoins and or ders the Marquis de Jonquiere,1 Governor and Lieut. 

1 Pi erre J a cques de T a ffa nel , Marquis de la Jonquier e was born 1685 at Graulhet 
in Lang uedoc. H is fami ly had been long distinguished for service in a r ms. He enter ed 
t he navy in 1697 in h is 13th yea r . H is limited early education proved but little 
handicap in h is prof ess ion , in which he rose to marked dist inction. Although a mere 
youth , he saw mu ch active ser vice in the navy in t he wars which closed with t he 
Tr eaty of U t r ech t , in 1713 ; and wa s commended by his superiors for exceptional capa
ci ty a nd bravery. He took part in the celebrated privateering expedition to Rio Janeiro 
in 1711. H e afterwards comma nded th e vessel wh ich took out the expedition of Crozat, 
the millionai r e grantee of the Lou is ia na colony . which shortly afterwards , in t he hands 
of J ohn Law, became t he nucleus of the famou s Miss issippi speculation. Becoming restless 
under the ennui of p eace, h e obtained permission to enter the Spanish service as 
captain of a vessel, 1714-1719. Return ing to the French service at Brest in 1720, he 
marr ied in 1721, and the same year was appointed a Knigh t of St. Louis. The urgent 
n ecessity for t he recuperation of the F rench fi nances coinciding with a period of peace, 
led to the comparative neglect of t he French navy, t he r esults of which wer e very 
manifest during t he r emainder of the per iod of colonial r ivalry with E ngland. Jon
quier e became a captain in 1731, a nd, from 1733 to 1738, was in command of the Rubis, 
the ch ief government vessel sa iling to Quebec. H e t hus beca me famil iar with the Can
ad ian route and more or less with Ca nadian affairs . In 1741 he became inspector of 
marine. The loss of Louisbourg in 1745, follo,ving th e loss of Acadia under the Treaty 
of U t r ech t, left the French dom in ion s in Canada exposed to a ttack. A great effort was 
ther efore being made to recover at one stroke both Ile Royale and Acadia . Such was 
t he object of the fleet assembled under comma nd of the Due d'Anville in 174 6. At the 
same time J onquiere was offer ed and accep ted the position of Governor General of 
N ew France. His commission was dated 15th Ma r ch, 1746. He was, however. to se rve as 
r ear admiral in the expedition of d ' An ville. The fleet consisted of ten ships of t he 
line, five frigates , and thirty five transports , wi th a ll ma nner of provisions and supplies, 
including seven hundred canno n a nd four thousand six hundred a nd ninety men. 
Bigot was appointed intendant of this fl eet. Jonquiere was in command of t he N orthum
berland, the flagship of the a dmir a l, the Du e d' An ville. T he preparation of this armada 
consumed much time, and when it did depa rt, early in June, its movements wer e so 
slow tha t one hundred days ela psed before it sighted the coast of Acad ia , on September 
10. Then it encountered a t hree days' tempest. followed by dense fogs, common enough 
a t that time and pla ce. T he vast fleet was broken up, some vessels returned to France, 
other s sought the W est Indies, while t he graveyard of the Atlantic, Sable I sland, 
claimed its loll. Scourged with s ickness the r emnants of the fleet enter ed Chibouctou 
(Ha lifax) harbour, 27th September. Ther e an epidemic developed car rying off scores 
of sailors and soldiers, including Admiral d' Anville. The second in command, d'E s
tournel . taking council with the officer s, found them so divided that after a str enuous 
eigh t hours' wrangle he developed brain f ever , r esulting in insanity and culminating 
i!l suicide. This brought Jonquier e into command , and he determined to attack Anna
polis. But, on leaving Chibouctou harbour , October 24th , he encoun tered another 
tempest so severe that it force d h im to r eturn to F rance, after sending to Canada the 
r emaining stor e-sh ips. Chagrined but un daunted the French government resolved to 
equip another, thou gh much smaller fl eet for the succour of Canada. This was placed 
in command of J onquiere , and consisted of three vessels of the line. two frigates, a nd 
several transpor ts . J onquier e. still governor designate of Canada, was g iven h is 
instr uct ions on March 27, 1747. H e sai led on the 10th May a nd fou r days later his 
vessels were sighted by sh ips of t he British fleet scouting between Land 's End a nd Cape 
Fi nist erre. Jonquiere made a ga llant defence fo r, in spite of his soon being out num
ber ed , he so prolonged the engagement that the convoy, under command of h is nephew, 
escaped and reached Quebec safely July 5th. Jonquier e was t aken prisoner but was 
enlarged on parole in December 1747 a nd r emain ed inactive until t he peace of Aix la 
Chapelle, 18th October, 1748. In the mean t ime Gal issonniere had been sent out to Can
a da a s inter im governor. It was not until 4th May 1749 that Jonquiere r eceived h is 
final or ders and instructions from the King. These related to the usual matt er s of 
encouragini:: the development of the colony, promoting r eligion, and milita ry organiza
tion , including the construction an d keeping in repa ir of forts. and especially the 
proper d iplomatic handling of t he Ind ian problems, with the necess ity fo r keeping th ose 



CURRENCY AND EXCH ANGE 781 

under French influence stirred up aga inst t he English, whether in peace or war . .lust 
before J onquiere's depa r tur e, and much to h is chagrin , Maurepas. who had so long 
and so ably fill ed the position of Minister of Marine, was succeeded by M. Rouille, 
comte de J ou y, who a ppear s to have had neither the experience nor the abil ity neces
sary fo r such a posi t ion. J onquiere r eached Quebec t he middle of August and took pos
sess ion of the government w ith g reat pomp and eclat. Much controver sy has flourished 
ar ound the question as to Jonqu ier e's use of his powers fo r personal gain and the 
a ppointment an d promotion of h is r elatives. Numerous despatches r eveal h is 
effo rts on beh a lf of his r elat ives. W ith Bigot at h is elbow he had little necessity to 
search far for opportun it ies fo r pecun iary ga in, nor would h is conscience be ha rd to 
appease, as he claim ed to find it impossible to live on h is offic ia l allowance in the 
presence of t he ext ravagantly h igh cost of living a t Quebec and Montrea l. Montca lm, 
who also complained of the extravagance and cost of fashionable living in Quebec and 
t he mercenary corruption which sustained it , declar ed in his Journal apropos of a 
sermon against "robbing t he K ing" , that the leg itimacy of this practice had been 
accepted by all Canadians since the t ime of J onquiere and Bigot . On the other hand, 
if J onquiere had been enr iching himself very extensively during his stay in Quebec, 
why should he be so a nx ious to be relieved of the position of governo r and to r eturn 
to t he navy? One of the reasons always given by h im for this change was the impos
sibi l ity of sustai ning even very moderate expendi tures without exceeding his officia l 
a llowance. Although fond of pomp and ci r cumstance, he found h imself entirely eclipsed 
by the I ntendant Bigot, who, at the t ime of the carnival in F ebrua r y 1750, gave three 
magnificent and beautiful balls where everyone of t he least consequence was present. 
J onquier e complained t o his w ife t ha t the cost of entertaining was ru inous and is one 
r eason why he wishes to be recalled. H e asked for an increase of 3,000 livres in his 
salary a nc\ s_ugges ted_ a lso t he granting to hi m of a mon opoly of one of the trading posts ; 
but the m111 1st er dem ed both on the ground that it was inconsistent with h is position. 
H e was faced t herefore w ith the usual a lterna t ive in Canada-he must steal or starve. 
H is attitu dP. towards t he English power in Amer ica was fully as aggressive as that 
of Galissonniere. L ike him h e seems to have r egarded Ca nada as simply a base for 
aggressive operations against t he E nglish, never from the point of view of developing 
the coun tr y for t h e benefit of the Cana dians themselves. H is letters to the English 
governors were certainly most aggress ive in thei r demands, a nd truculent in tone. " Take 
no tice" h e writes to Lawrence, April 2, 1750, " that t he King of France is the or iginal 
possessor of the whole of this cont inent" . A virtual state of war dur ing nominal peace 
was the inevitable accompaniment of such an a ttitude. With r ef er ence to Acadia , 
J onquiere was expected to stou tly defend the F rench cla ims, but he little respected the 
a dmonition to do so "politely". He was expected to use every effort to get the Acadians 
to leave t he British terr itory and pass to Ile Royale and Ile St. J ean . This, however, they 
were loth to do , t hough prof essing steady loyality to France and r eady ass istance fo r 
F rench invaders. But many of those who left the British t erritory were unwilling to ser ve 
as troops. W ith t h is altitude Jonquier e had no pat ience, accusing them of base ingr a
ti tude. On 12th April , 1751, he issued an ord inance to oblige t he Acad ians who had 
r emoved to French ter r itory, not only to take the oath of allegiance to the King of 
F rance , but to enlist in t he militia. On r efus ing to comply they were t o be expelled 
from the la nds w hich they occu pied; a more drastic a lternative, in time of peace, t han 
was offer ed by Lawr ence to those who remained in Nova Scotia at the ou tbre:ik of the 
w ar. W hen Jonquiere accept ed the governorship of Canada, 111aur epas the minister , 
promi sed him , with in t wo years , the red r ibbon of · an honora ry Commander of the 
Order of St. Louis. On 15th April 1750 the min is ter a nnounced that the King had duly 
confe r red it upon h im. On May 7th , 1751, t he minister wrote to J onquiere a ra ther 
exceptional letter on the sub ject of Cana dian expenditure, par ticularly r egar ding the 
corruption which w as declared to be r ampant in the colony, and specifying t he discover y 
of an association for med of the chief offi cials and purveyors at Quebec and Mont real, 
together with offi cer s a t the outlying posts , wi th the object of enr iching t hemselves a t 
the King 's expense. T he letter implied that Jonquiere , if not conn iving wi th t hem was 
at least s ingu larly ineffi cient in guar ding the King's interest s. On the other hand , he 
wa s r egarded as over-zealous in suppr ess ing the illicit trade ca r ried on by the De
sau nie r sister s , a ssisted b~, a J esuit priest , at t he St . Louis Indian mission, just above 
Montreal. To these sl ightly veiled accusations J onquiere repl ied with much heat, on 
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Gen1 of N ew France, and M. Bigot, Intendant in the country, to give their 
attention to the execution of the present ordinance, which shall be registered in 
the office of the Controller of Marine at Quebec. 

Done at Versailks, April 18, 1749. 

ACCOUNTS OF CANADA 

My Lord: 
Quebec, -September 30, 1749. 

I am reply ing to the letter which Count de Maurepas did me the honour 
of writing to me on the finances and the stores in Canada. 1 

I am aware that my chief atten tion should be given to these two subjects, 
and I have devoted myself to them entirely. Having found these two matterE 
in confusion and being assisted by M. Breard,2 the controller, who is very 

October 19th, 1751, rath er rashly undertaking to fully exonerate the commanding 
officers, not only a t Quebec bu t at t he outlying posts. After passing in r eview his Jong 
and arduou s serv ices he demanded t hat his letter be shown to the King and that his 
r ecall be immedia tely granted. With expressions of regret from both the King and 
min ister he was gra nted· h is request on the grou nd of ill-heal th . Before, however his 
successor, Duquesne, arr ived the followi ng year , he had died suddenly at Quebec, 
Mar ch 17, 1752 , and w a s bur ied in the Church of the Recollets, between two previous 
governors, Frontenac an d the fir st Vaudreuil. 

l T his despatch wa s dated 11th April, 1749 (see Sfrie B, Vol. 87, p. 67) . 
2 J acques Mich el Breard was appoin ted Controller of the Navy at Quebec, 1st 

J anuary, 1748. Previous to this he had been a clerk in the Department of Mar ine, pro
bably at Rochefort, having fir st entered t he service about 1729. At the time of h is 
a ppoin tment he h ad risen to the rank of chief clerk. He had ther efore a good acquaint
ance with the duties of h is office. In a communication to Bigot, then in France, dated 
March 1st , 1748, the min ister announced that Breard had been selected to replace 
P revost (q.v. ) as controller at Quebec. T he minister also intimated that should Bigot 
make a fav ourable report on him he might be promoted to the coveted rank of Com
missary of the Navy. B igot a nd Breard appar ently came to Canada together, and as 
both prev ious and subsequent events would ind icate. they begu iled the t edious journey 
in discussing all phases of t he public service and their joint and individual interests 
t herein. T he effects of such in timate conference were manifest immediately afte r his 
ar r iva l in Canada. On October 12th of the same yea r . he makes his fi rst report, rep
r esent ing to the minister that since h is a rriva l he had devoted himself sedulously to 
the condi t ion of the colon ia l accoun ts , but has foun d everything in such terr ible con
fu sion that it is quite impossible to furn ish any defini t e r eport to be sen t that year by 
the intendant to the m inister. T here are, he fin ds, more than 100,000 Jivres of arrears 
wh ich will have to be added to the al rea dy extended expenditure of 1749. Every year of 
late the expenditures have con side rably overrun appropriations. hence it is desirable 
that for the future, a statement of the expenses of each year should be made as t hey 
fall due. This was a n excellent start; but the new Controller lost no t ime in promoting 
h is own interests , since t he same a utumn B igot and J onquiere sent over fo r r a tifica t ion 
an official g ran t to Breard of the porpoise fi shery in the lower St. Lawrence. This 
was confirmed by t he m in is ter t he followi ng April, bu t with the r equest that no 
fu rther grants of this nature should be made for fea r of extermina t ing the porpoises, 
the oil of wh ich was th en a valuable commodity. On May 1st, 1749, Breard was 
appointed a member of the Superior Council to succeed Var in. Although Jess t han 
a year in office, he bega n to impor tune the minister for the promotion to t he 
r ank of Commissary of t he Navy which had been held out as an inducement t o 
fa ithfu l service, on Bigot's favourable r eport. The minister r eplied in May, 1750, 
that he had ne, l yet r eceived B igot's official r epor t. This was duly fo r warded, but 
in t he meantime very disturbing accounts of Breard's corrupt practices were also 
coming in. According to these r eport s Breard was not only a close a lly of Bigot, but 
of t he governor a s well. Th is is asser ted with assurance in the ver y interesting and 
frank Memoir es sur L e Canada 1749-1760, att ributed to Sr. De Vauclain , lieutenant in 
the N avy, ser ving- at Quebec, and captain of the fire ships there in 1759. It is there 
stated , pagl! 10, t hat Breard wa s employed by Jonquiere to look after his interest s in 
connection w ith the close corpor ation establ ished for the control of the weste.,.n trade, 
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famili ar wi th the arrangement 0£ the accounts, I flat tered myself that I should 

etc In a despatch to Bigot of 15th May, 1752, the minister, in reply to the strong 
cori1mendation s of the Cont roller, admits that he has much ability and industry, but 
cannot grant him t he promised promotion on account of the re iterated complaints 
against h im for h is rapacity. He has the reputation of having a finger in almost every 
lucrative tra nsaction , especially those concerning t he suppl ies and services of the King. 
He is also a~cu:;ccl of having sh ips built in the King's ya rds at Quebec. Breard made 
has te to reply to these charges, in a long lett er to t he min ister da ted October 28, 1752, 
(Sfrie C11 I , vol. 98, pp. 355-361). H is lin e of defence is very naive, but much more 
in teres t ing than convin cing. H e is righteously indignant tha t h is honour and probity 
should be called in question for the firs t time dur ing twenty three years in the King's 
service. He will condescend to reply , however, and do so simply and directly, the 
innocent having no occasion to execu te detours. The fir st accusations involved both 
domest ic and foreign trade and t he commissariat contracts a t Quebec. Now, he had 
not been long at Quebec before discovering t he impossibility of maintaining himself 
and family on the salary allowed him by the King. The alternatives were either to 
bury himself in debt, or , as was the a lmost un iver sa l practice of the higher officers, to 
indulge in a l ittle trade on h is own accoun t. He began very modestly with a one fifth 
interest in a small schooner trading between Quebec a nd Martinique. This extended to 
two other vessels,-one in t he trade between Quebec and Montreal. Then a couple of 
fri ends kind ly offered h im a one six th inte r est in the trade of two western posts; and 
finally he had ;; one fifth inter est in a Labrador seal and porpoise fi shery. As to the 
sh ipbuilding charges, involving t he construction of vessels at Quebec at the King's 
expense, this i~ a really scandalous accusation , since it involves a more or less direct 
attack on his hon our and uprigh tness in connection with the King's service. Now, it 
is t rue that he did have a brigantine built for the Labrador fi sheries , also, in 1750, he 
had a schoon er built in Quebec for the Martinique tr ade. In this case he had em
ployed some of the King's timber, but it was such as was liable to become an a lmost 
complete loss to the King. His t akin g it over for so laudable purpose gave much 
pleasure to Sr. Bigot, the intendant. When t his vessel was completed some of the 
timber still remained, so he asked to have it. together with some other which he bought 
from the King-'s stores , to construct two mor e vessels. Far from being ashamed of 
this business, he takes much credit to h imself for h is publ ic spirited enterpr ise. Inci
dentally, it appears that the fittings fo r the vessels came, in part at least, from the 
King's stores. But he returned value for them, to what extent is apparently a triv ial 
detail in which the minister would not be interes ted. Besides, if he is at all interested 
in furth er particulars , M. Bigot will be able to satisfy h im. Incidentally to th is ship
bu ilding, h2 1·cm«rks that, having so limi ted an interest in t he vessels he would have 
been glad to be spared the trouble of their construction, but he took it up merely as a 
form of recrea( fr,n to occupy his leisure t ime apart from his official work. P assing to 
h igher ground, he intima tes how unworthy he woul d be of the important position which 
h e holds ~l,onld his honour and integrity be sub iect to the least permanent suspicion. 
Hav ing th:.i~ demonstrated his innocence. he hopes for the future to enjoy unimpaired 
t he c0nfidencc:. :incl protection of his Excellency. In a kind of postcr ipt, before closing 
the letter. he st:ltes that his interest in the two western posts has expired and he will 
not indulge again without the express permission of t he minister, for he could not have 
im agined what jealousies he would stir up among the merchants . Should the minister 
wish it, he will cheerfully forego his interest in the three vessels referred to. It is true 
that such sacrifices would deny him even his present humble manner of living and 
r en der him q,1ite unique among all t he officials of the colony. He would , however, 
sacrifi ce every,hing with great joy should this afford the slightest sati sfa ct ion to the 
min ister. The bland assurance with wh ich he thus poses in the role of maligned 
innocence 1s second only to t he artistic performances of Bigot himself. Unfortunately, 
however, the minister was already too familiar with such blandishments, both at home 
and abroad. In a despatch to Bigot the following spring, 1753, the minister declines to 
be convinced by their several and joint representations, indeed he finds increasing 
evidence alike of the reality of the abuses and of the member s engaged in them, 
including many officials at the outlying posts. Th is condition he f ears chiefly accounts 
for the enormou~ increase in the expenditure of the colony. The following year, in a 
despatch of 1st June, 1754, the minister gives the intendant a list of the ring-leaders 

26541-51 
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succeed i11 havi11g them made up in a year or two, and in bringing them up to 
date; I ought even to have sent tbree this year, but the treasurer1 has just died 
of apoplexy and has left his papers in an astonishing confusion. .All this work 
remains suspended until an inventory can be made, which cannot be co=enced 
until after the departure of the ships. 

I have had his whole establishment put under seal. I should have desired 
to talrn ou t the three accounts of 1743, .44 and 45, wh ich were on the eve of being 
finished, and which he carried off to make some verification, but the documents 
which compose them 1! re so scattered here and there in his desks that it bas not 
been possible to re-arrange them, so that the sending of them will be postponed 
until next year. 

From the manner in which this treasurer worked, always pay ing wi thout 
a formal warrant and charging himself with receipts which did not come 
into bis bands, 0 ·iving money moreover to his clerk without taking a receipt 
from him, it is altogether 1ikely that his heirs stand extensively indebted to the 
Treasurers General, but as they have noth ing, I do not know what they can lay 
their bands upon to make good. H e has left a widow with eight children. H e 
was a very honest man and if his affai rs are in disorder it is due to his com
plaisance to one person and another, and to bis lack of orderly habits. 

I have 0 ·iven au order to the clerk who served under him, to make daily 
payments, and I have had him withdraw from the Treasury 100,000 
li vres, for which he has given hi s recei pt to the widow. He does not wish to take 
on himself the charge of the Treasury, although quite capable of i t, but prefers 
remaining the clerk. I do not know any person whom the widow cau employ 
to straighten out his accounts. Therefore the Trea~urers General would do well 
to send some oue, if they wish to see the matter concluded. M. Breard will 
direct whoever works at it very well, but it is always uece· ary to have some 
person to lake c!tnrg:e and who will be accoun table. 

T he Controll~i: suggests that I ask you to have sr Jeudy/ clerk of M. 
Vallier at Rochefort, ::i. capnble man and experienced in the finances, appointed 
to replace r Tascbert>au. R e is the only one we know equal to the situation, 
but the Treasurers General must increase the pay attached to it. A good man 
will not be sati sfied with the 2,400 livrcs which r Taschereau had. H e would 
have uotl1ing to live upon here. I suggest thi s to these gentlemen. Supposing 
they do not wish to increase the pay of their agent, sr Dautrive,3 formerlJ 

and the departments in which each operates. In this Breard is represented as having 
charg-e of all chartering contracts for the King's service. Recognizing that further 
Jong distance commun ica tions were likely to be in vain, Breard, in the autumn of 1754, 
pet itioned for leave to return to France on account of his health. This being ignored, 
the following year, 1755, he announced to the minister in August, that having obtained 
leave from Bigot he was returning to France that autumn, as he did. On recuperation 
he would return to his position should t he ministe r so direct. Notwithstanding his 
frequent demonstrations of innocence, he was ultimately consigned to the Bastille, with 
his ch:ef and others. When, after the trial, the general judgn1ent of December 10, 
1763, was render ed , he was condemned to banishment for nine years, to pay a fine of 
600,000 !ivres, and to make additional restitution of 300,000 livres. In 1765, and again 
in 1771, attempts were made, through influential personages, to secure a pardon, or at 
least a modification of h is sentence. The first was unsuccessful, but pardons were 
increasing with la pse of time, and the result may have been more fortunate in the 
second ca se, although no record of this h as been found. 

1 See note 1, p. 635. 2 He was not appointed. 
8 Sr. Dauterive (also Dautrive and D'Auterive), as indicated in this despatch came 

to Can ada as secretary to Governor Galissonniere and remained in the co,mtry 'as a 
2G 541-5! ~ 
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secretnry 0£ M . de la Galissonniere, who remained here, is applying for the 
position. I propose him likewise to these gentlemen, in default of sr Jeudy. 
So far as regards the expenditures that have been made since I came here, they 
are in order, nothing having been paid except on a formal warrant. 

As for the stores, I have put them in order as far as possible, and they are 
now 011 the footing of those in France. Nothing is delivered without my orders. I 
have no lack of clerk$ for the different details. I can :find plenty of them, but 
they are not worth much, and I change them often. I hope to settle upon some 
good ones by giving them some encouragement. M. de la Galissonniere did not 
send back the Micmac~ un til the month of June, and, in spite of the attention 
of the Governor and myself, they had consumed a great deal. M. de Celoron's1 

party, which has been to the B elle Riviere, is also going to cost a large amount. 

junior clerk in the office of t he Treasurers General at Quebec. He was afterwards 
appointed to a similar position in the office of Var in, Treasurer at Montreal. On 
October 2nd, 1752, Bigot asked the min ister for a certificate for him as a writer or 
ch ief clerk in Varin 's office. I n a scathing letter from the minister, M. Berryer, to 
B igot, of 19th January, 1759, the fi nancial part of which is reproduced at p. 879, he 
refers to the corrupt ion rampant in the colony, and, among other instances cited, refers 
to the fl ight from the country of Dauterive, clerk of the Treasury at Montreal, and who 
was supposed to be deeply involved in the frauds there. The legal inqu iry, which was 
being conducted, into the affai r s of t h is office, prevented the minister from making an 
immediate exam ple of h im (see Sfrie B. Vol. 109, p. 52). In the final r eport of the 
cou rt which conducted the trial of those accused of frauds in connection wi th the 
administra t ion in Canada, issued December 10th, 1763, the name of Dauterive appears 
as one of those char ged in t he in dictment , bu t r ecorded as absent and in default. In the 
verdict he is named among those concerning whom furth er inquiry is to be made before 
entering j udgment by default. H ow his case was ul timated disposed of has not been 
ascerta ined. H owever, after the storm had blown over he reappeared on the scene 
seeking r e-employment by the government. On the 22nd June, 1771, the President of 
the Navy Board , in a letter to the Chancellor, says he can testify that Sr. Dauterive, 
form erly tr ea surer of the navy at Montreal, has always behaved well, and that during 
a fire at Montreal , while he was emp!oyed there , he lost much of his per sona l property 
in ordC'l' to save the King's treasury and sta te papers. It appears, also , that he 
enjoyed a pens ion of 600 livres. He died some time before 1777, as in that year his 
widow is offici ally info rm ed that the pension allowed her after h is death could not be 
increased. A s a matter of f act pers istent importuni ty had its usual reward, and the 
pens ion was increased in 1783. 

1 Sr. Celor on de Blainville was a n officer in the military service of Canada from an 
ea r ly a ge. H e firs t a ppears in the public r ecords, 29th May, 1725, as a young officer 
granted leave of absence. His promotion to the r ank of lieutenant is r ecorded on 
Apri l 27, 1731. I n 1734, with the approval of the minister, he returned to Paris to 
settle fam ily a ffairs. H e was given command of the important post of Michili macki
nac, 22nd April, 1737. In F ebruary, 1740, he was in command of the special expedition 
sent from Canada to ass ist Governor Bienville of Louisiana airainst the Chickesaw 
I ndians. The Indians having submitted , he returned to Canada in June of the 
same year. In recognition of h is services on this expedition. he received the Cross 
of St. Louis. I n a despatch of 30th Apr il, 1743, the minister approved of the 
appointment of Captain Celoron as commandant at Detroit in success ion to Sr. Noyan. 
F or the future, settlement at Detroit was to be conditional on tak ing up and cultivating 
permanent homesteads . thus professed settlement was not to be a cloak for illicit fur 
trading. Celoron was high ly pra ised for inducing the Sandusky Indi ans to settle in the 
neighbourhood of Detroit. H is str ictness with the traders and Indians at Detroit 
occasioned numerous complaints again st h im and led to his being tran sferred to the 
Ni agara post in 1744. There again he was complained of by the lessee of th e post . The 
minister warned him twi ce, in 1745, that the trade at this post was important for the 
colony, as d ivert ing the Ind ians fro m th e English post at Oswego (Chounguen). The 
r oot of these troubles was disclosed in a despatch from the minister to Governor La Jon
quiere of 6th March, 1747, in which h e says that the leasing of the posts to private 
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Ile St. J ean1 will not cost less. I have sent there this su=er again, and 
within a short time, all sorts of food and wea ring apparel, notwithstanding the 
assistance in seed grain and flour, which I sent there in the early spring. 

The wheat came up very well but the gr::!sshoppers ravaged everything, an·d 
they will not get back thei r seed. 

traders has given great offence to the officer s in charge, who formerly manip~lated .the 
trade to their own advantage. Hence many of them have done all they could to harass 
the lessees in the hope of caus ing them to throw up their contr acts and leave the posts. 
Sr. de Celoron has been conspicuous in this a nd is the refore to be r ecalled. There 
were others, however, who should be treated in like manner. Notwithstanding this all 
t oo common fault among French colonial officers, Celoron appears to have been a very 
capable officer and efficient administrator. Under Galissonniere he came into favou r 
once more, and, on the 1st May, 1749, again r eceived command of the post at Detroit, 
with the rank of ma jor. Befo r e taking over this command, however, he was entrusted 
with a very ambitious a nd agg r ess ive miss ion against the British activ ities amongst the 
Indians of the Ohio r egion. Celoron was sent there to take formal possess ion, in t he 
name of the K ing of France, of the whole country between Canada and Louisiana. As 
evidence of th is h e was to bury, with suitable ceremonies at important poin ts , lead 
pla tes bearing the arms of France, etc., while the minutes of these operations were to 
be prepared and signed on the spot by h imself and the officers in attendance. He was 
to visit each of the India n tribes of the r egions and endeavour to persuade t hem to 
drive out the English t raders from their territories. He duly executed this commission, 
leaving Lachi ne June 15, 1749, with a force of about two hundred and fifty composed 
of r egular soldiers , Canadian militia, and Ind ians from Montreal. He r eached the 
Ohio on the 29th July a nd vi sited the tr ibes of the Chouanons, the Foxes, Miamis, 
western Iroquois and K ikapous, arriving at Detroit 6th October, and Montreal 10th 
November . Th e Ind ians attended with pleasure 1-iis entertaining ceremonia ls, accepted 
h is small g ratu ities with mingled gladness for what there was, and sadness for what 
t here was not, dug up his lead plates after h is departure, and continued to receive and 
trade w ith the English as before. In his report on the expedition Celoron pla inly 
indicated tha t h e was under no delusions with r egard to its effects. He felt constrained 
to state that t hese tribes were not well di sposed to the French. Their trading interests 
were all w ith the Eng lish who furnished cheaper goods and higher prices for fu r s. 
E ven th e Fren ch t rader s among the Indians were forced to deal wi th the English or 
go bankrup t. Only permanent F rench for ts and posts would be of any avail to hold 
t he country, a nd these would inevitably involve heavy outlays, a prophecy which was 
abundantly ver ified in a few years (Ser-ie F 3, Vol. 13, last document). F ollowing the 
suggestions of Ga lissonniere, the French government decided to encourage the formation 
of a cons iderable settlement at Detroit, in order to obta in thei r supplies of agricultural 
p roducts and oth er stores for the support of the troops a nd officials at the western 
post s . Celoron t ook command of the post at Detroit in t he spring of 1750. I n July 1752 
J onquiere, having failed in his policy of driving out the E nglish trade rs from the Ohio 
district, attempted to lay the blame on Celoron at Detroit, from whence he had not 
destroyed, a s ordered, the Miamis and other r ebell ious Ind ians in that neighbourhood. 
But the minist er r egarded t h is a s simply a conven ient excuse. Duquesne, the succeed
ing governor, adopted th e alternative proposed by Celoron, to establish permanent posts 
on a connect ing h ighway from Canada to the Ohio. There the most impor tant fort, 
named after himself, was established where is now the Amer ican city of P ittsburg. The 
minister, in 1753, approved of these operations, but, as predicted by Celoron, he 
deplored the h eavy expenditure involved and at that time t he half had not been told. 
At the same time the min is ter was urging mor e active measures fo r the complete 
exclusion of the English traders, their presence being quite fata l to all French claims. 
Celoron having again fallen out of favour with the reign ing governor and having 
numerou s active enemies, it was once more resolved, in 1753, to deprive him of his 
command a t Detroit. This was not practically accomplished, however , until 1755, 
when he was provided with a species of sinecure as major at Montreal with a o-ood 
salary but few r ea l duties. It appears that , in the campaign of 1759, he was once ;10re 
in active ser vice, and in one of the engagements was so severely wounded that he died 
from t he effect s of it. H is widow was awarded a pension the following year. • 

1 Prince Edward I sland, w here it was hoped to induce most of t he Aeadians to 
settle on leaving Nova Scotia. 
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The bark from Niagara having been lost last year I have had another built; 
it is fini shed and the carpenters are back; by means of this new vessel the 
transportat ion service between Fort Frontenac and N iagara is assured. 

Whatever encouragement may be given to the people of Canada to induce 
them to r aise Illinois cattle, 1 they would not undertake it if it meant some trouble 
at first. They give mture every chance and what comes is welcome. They do 
not even weed their grain although they see every year, in cutting it, that there 
are more weeds than :; traw, which cannot help being harmful, as regards both 
quantity and size. 

[Signed] BIGOT. 

NON-ARRIVAL OF PRINTED FORMS FOR THE N OTES 

Quebec, Oct. 25, 17'!9. 
My Lord: 

I had the honour of informing you by my letter of the 5th inst.,2 that we 
had received the printed forms fo r the treasury notes with those of the bills of 
exchange which you bad or dered to be printed at the Royal Press. 

In the ch est which was delivered to me from the vessel Le L eopard there 
were found only those for the bills of exchange and those of the treasury notes 
which were very necessary to us, are missing. 

On accoun t of this omission, I cannot, as I in tended, retire the notes made 
by hand which are in circulation among the people, to replace them by printetl 
ones, and this operation would have been very useful, there being more peopla 
t..ban ever who counterfe it them and give them currenc_y. 

I beg you, My Lord, to be good enough to give orders that I may be sent 
uext year 50, 000 from th e Royal Press. Enclosed is the design; it will be 
well also to follow it for size. 

Besides the fac t that these notes being printed can no longer be counter
feited by hand, I could save the King the wages of two clerks who are busy all 
year in making them. 

[Signed] BIGOT. 

1 The buffalo of the western prairies, wh ich it had been hoped to domesticate, and 
the h ai r or wool of which was to be used in the production of knitted and woven 
cloth ing_ The minister commended Bigot for endeavouring to promote the raising of 
this type of cattle (see Serie B. Vol. 89) . P eter Kahn, the Swedish traveller and 
naturalist, who visited Canada at this time, 1749, declares that the inner hair of the 
buffa lo is as soft a s wool. Some varieties of the buffalo had long fine hair or wool quite 
as good as tha t of the sheep. Of this the French made stockings mitts, caps, and 
various kinds of worsted cloth. Buffalo calves had been taken to Quebec and housed 
with domestic cattle in the hope of domesticating them: but witho!.!t success, as they 
seemed to retain their wild nature, and also to suffer from the cold and confinement 
(see Kalm's Travels, English edition, Vol. III, p. 361). Re Cugnet's efforts to domes
ticate the buffalo, in 1730, see note 1, p, 543. 

2 See S erie cu I, Vol. 93, p 289. 
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PRO_\[ PTNESS IN p AYnrnNT IN BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

Compiegne, J uly 14, 1752. 
TO M. 'PRE VOST. 

795 

The bills of exchange which you have had drawn for the year 1751, as 
well as those for 17 52, have been paid when they fell due. This promptness 
should sustain the credit which the Treasury of the Colony1 has acquired in 
this regard; and you may continue to furnish bills of exchange, as well to 
individuals who take money to the Treasury as to officers who ask for this 
accommodation for part of their salary, observing, however, in the case of the 
latter bil1s, to take securi ty from the officers that the bills may not result to 
the prejudice of the King, and in the case of the former, that they are propor
tioned to the purpose of the r emittances to be made by the Treasurers, respect
ing the expenses and the transport of munitions and merchandise which must 
take place. 

[Not signed] 

PAYMENTS TO THE ACADIANS 

1ll. Bigot. Quebec, October 1, 1752. 
l{y Lord: 

l am qui te persuaded that the inhabitants of these posts, and par ticularly 
M. Loutre, who is much taken up with them, would be very glad if it [Acadia] 
depended upon Loui.sbourg, hoping that they could dmw their money from 
there. If that were the case it would be lost to us. The Acadian would hoard 
it or the Englishman would get i t out of him, and I am of opinion even that 
the faci li ty of getting hold of the money and of procming bills of exchange 
would suggest ideas to e,-ery one for creating occasions for expenditure: on 
the contrary, in paying only from here, that delays payments, makes them 
more difficult and the day's pay of the labourer will not be the higher on that 
account. Every day I :-im paying notes from these posts three years old ;2 if 
they had been paid at Loni sbourg they " ·ould have been presented at once. 

1 From 1750 to 1770 the budget for the French colonies, with its annual appropria
tion and expenditures, was separated from the general budget for the Department of 
Mar ine. T wo separate treasurers general were appointed for this sub-department, 
holding office, as usual, in al t ernate years. It was prescribed, however, that the 
controller s attached to t he office of the regular treasurers genera l of mar ine were to 
.act also as treasurers for the colonial department. Thus was mainta ined a more or less 
intimate connection between the general depa r tment of marine and the sub-department 
of the colonies. 

2 These were evidently some of the notes left in Acadia by the e.xpeditions under 
Marin and de Ramesay, in 1745 and 1746. Normally payments at Louisbourg were 
m ade in coined money, and th is was greatly desired by t he Acadians as it was suitable fo r 
hoarding, whereas t he paper money was of uncerta in credit and difficult of collection, 
whether in specie or bills of e.xchange, and involving indefinite delays a lso when made 

_:payable at Quebec (see notes on pages 735-743). 
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'.M:. le Lon trc has been asking me for two years past to let him have money 
for the expenses he has incurred at different times and to establish a form of 
money current in the coun try ;1 I have refused both. The former is not 
expedient, and the King on ly could order the latter; the country is not yet 
sufficie ntly settled fo r such a system; I have had bills of exchange on the 
Treasury put iu h is hands ; he would prefer those on Louisbourg, being of a 
shorter term . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Quebec, October 1, 1752. 
[Signed] BIGOT. 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPLY OF PRIN:'TED XOTES 

M . Bigot. Quebec, Oct. 15, 175fJ. 
hly Lord : 

You do me the honour of informing me by your letter of July 7,2 that you 
were good eno11gh to send me the quantity of printed forms which I had the 
hon 011r to apply for, for both bills of exchange and notes of the Treasur_v. 

The number asked for of the former reached me by the snow St. Madet 
some cl ays ago, with lG,000 notes of the Treasury instead of 60,000 which I 
requested you to send me. This delay bas greatly embarrassed the Treasury; 
the number of these latteT printed forms bas been deficient since the month 
•of June or July and the Treasurers have been obliged to give receipts to retire 
the handwritten paper and to pay the la rger sums, so that these receipts, "'hich 
-cannot be distributed and changed among the inhabitants of the country parts,3 
are all returned to the Treasury to be co1n-erted into bills of exchange, the 
number of which is, by this means, increased. The King would not owe any 
less but he would have secured more credit, the more so as the countryman 
appears to have great confidence in the treasury notes because they are printed, 
and there is some inclicatiou that be will lock them up in the same way as the 
-cards. 

We shall fall back again, Uy Lord, into the same embarrassments next 
,year if you do not have the goodness to send me 100,000 treasury notes 
by the vessel which sr Gradi 4 is sending to Quebec early; it will be necessary 

1 The Abbe Le Loutre desired the governor to grant a special local currency for 
use among the Acadians (see note 1, p . 743). 

2 See Serie B, Vol. 95, p. 146. 
8 Being for non-uniform and inconvenient amounts. 
4 Abraham Gradis was the ch ief representative, dur ing Bigot's terms as intendant 

of Ile Royal c and of New France, of a very notable commerci1;1l and shipping establis~
ment at Bordea ux. His family was of that section of the Jewish race settled so long m 
Spain and Portugal. The fi r st members to settle in France were driven from Portugal 
in the clos ing years of t he 15th century. They had been long settled in Bordeaux when 
David, th e father of Abraham Gradis, by his superior enterprise and capacity for 
foreign trade, raised his merca ntile and shipping establishment to a distinguished 
position among those engaged in fo r eign and colonial trade. His two sons and se\·eral 
nephews, h aving been tra ined in his establishment, were admitted in 1728 t o full part
nership in the newly designa ted firm of David Gradis et F ils. An admirable account, 
drawn chiefly from or iginal documents, of the ri se of this house and of its subsequent 
operations has been recently published under the title Un Grand Armatcm· de Bor
deaux, A bra ham Gradis, 1699-1780 (Jean de Maupassant : Bordeaux 1917). From 
this, in add.ition to the r ecords of the Marine Department, the materials for this note 
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to send tLem to Bordeaux at the beginning of :February or earl ier if possible, 
in order not to mi ss the oppor tunity. 

are chiefl y drawn. • Abraham Gradis, who succeeded h is father as head of the firm, 
visited the Low Countries and England, associa t ing himself with the chief J ewish 
interests found there and learning eagerly the met hods of maritime commerce a nd 
fina nce prevai ling in each '-ountry. David Gradis died in 1751, leaving his son 
Abra ha m h is general heir. The house prospered notably during the long ministry of 
F leury. Among the special friends of the establ ishment associated with Ca nada were 
M. Raudot and M. de la P orte. During the war of the Austrian success ion t he fi rm 
of Grad is first engaged extens ively in government contracts for t he transport of 
supplies. During this war t he ascendancy of the British Navy was defin itely esta
bl ished and French t rad ing vessels were captured by dozens, a mong t hem four or fi ve 
vessels of the house of Grad is. The very high freights allowed, and which were r e
cognized as covering insurance, al one enabled t he traders to sustain t hese losses. 
Apparently t he first of the Gradis vessels sent to Canada- others had apparently gone 
to Louisbourg-was the F ort L ouis, fre ighted with government stores, in 1744. It con
stituted a lso one of the fleet of storeships in d' Anville's great expedition of 1746. 
Af ter the peace of 1748, having learned something of Canada and its needs, Abraham 
Gradis wished to take part in furni shing the colony with much needed supplies. His 
fellow townsman and old a ~quainlance, M. Bigot, had just been appointed intendant of 
all New France. He in turn had selected another fellow townsman and acquaintance, 
111. Breard, as controller for the colony. Gradis approached these officials and had soon 
arranged with them a partner sh ip under the title of the Soc iete du Canada. Articles of 
agreement were drawn up and signed 10th Juiy, 1748. Among the chief conditions 
involved in th is association , which was to continue for six years, were the fo llowing. 
Gradis engaged to purchase and equ ip a suitable vessel of about three hundred tons for 
trading between Bordeaux and Quebec. Each cargo of goods was to be procured by 
Gradis a ccording to specification s supplied from Breard. On arrival at Quebec the 
captain of the vessel was either to sell the cargo in the general market to as much 
advantage as possible or to hand it over to Bigot and Breard to dispose of. The 
proceeds of the cargo were either to be r emitted to Gradis in bills of e.xchange or to be 
invested in other supplies in Canada, either to be sent direct to France or 
to the W est Indies as might prove most profitable. If to the West Indies, 
then goods for France might be taken on there. Gradis and h is partners in 
Canada were to keep each other closely advised as to the nature and costs of the 
cargoes and of the proceeds A the sales. The profits were to be divided on the basis 
of one half to Gradis, three-tenths to B igot, and one-fifth to Breard. Later Bigot 
transferred, doubtless for an adequate consideration, part of his interest to Breard. 
P rovis ion w as made in the agreement for engaging additional vessels and e:-..1:ending 
the operations of the a ssociation if oppor tunities afforded. The first tr ip of their vessel 
was made in the spring of 1749. It appear s that the cargoes were usually disposed of 
to t he government and paid for in government bills of exchange. Freight was als<> 
separately paid by the government. The government also paid add it ional freight on 
t welve tons of personal effects fo r Bigot and Breard and fifteen tons for the governor . 
In addition to th is special vessel Gradis sent others to Canada, on his own account, 
carr ying supplies for the government at the same rates of freight as allowed fo r the 
vessel of the a ssociation. In c.onnection with these additional supplies and their trans
port Gradis develop ed quite confid ential relations with the government and was in
creasingly employed. Even after the outbreak of the final struggle in America we find 
r ecords of supplies for Canada procured from English ports through Gradis' corres
pondents there. Almost the only difficult y which Gradis encountered in doing business 
with t he government was the increas ing slowness in collecting payment for his bills and 
treasury notes. This was of course in accordance with t he general policy of t he period 
(see, for instance, the mini ster's despatch of 15th J une, given at p. 801). These delays. 
were further aggravated after formal declaration of war in 1756. Under such condi
tions Gradis found it increa si ngly difficult to continue his serv ices to the state on any 
adequate scale. The s ituation was rendered still more difficult by the great losses in 
ships after 1757 and t h e special efforts called for and responded to, alike by his firm and 
other pa t riotic merchants of Bordeaux. I n t he spring of 1758 urgently needed supplies 
wer e sent to Canada in the face of great risks from Brit ish flee t s. F.ort unately for th e 
troops and others on meagre rations in t he ch ief Cane.dian centres, most of the trans
ports r eached Louisbourg and Quebec, althou gh several of the convoying vessels wer e 
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By means of this number, I sha1l pay a1l next summer in .money and in 
louis, because there is more circulation for these, and not in 100 livre notes, 
as I have been obliged to do. l shall have more need than ever of this means 
of gaining credit, because the expenditures will mcrease. 

Quebec, October 15, 1752. 
Signed. BIGOT. 

REQUEST FOR 6,000 LIVRES IN SOLS MARQUES 

M . B igot. Quebec, Oct. 80, 175£. 
:My Lord: 

The Treasurer has informed me that the sols marques which were sent 
to him some time since, are all in circulation, and that he requires more to 
make change. I pray you to be good enough to order that they send us them 
to the extent of 6000 livres. They are necessary to us. 

NEOES ITY FOR E 
BILL 

Duplicate 

·ro :u. BIGOT. 

[Signed] BIGOT. 

TK:rDI~G PERIODS OF PAilIBNT FOR 
DRAWN FROM CA.1"\TADA 

Versailles, June 15, 1753. 

Independently of all that I have stated to you, Sir, in other despatches 
on the subject of bills of exchange, I am very glad to recall to your attentiou 

lost through bravely engaging the British cruisers, even at considerable odds, and thus 
affording their convoys opportunity for escape. On the return voyages, however, nearly 
all of the transport vessels were gathered in through the numbers and vigilance of the 
British cruisers. Gradis lost all but one of the fourteen vessels sent out, while others 
of his confreres lost every one. Deprived of ships and men, and refused payment by 
the government, Gradis could undertake nothing furth er for 1759. After spending 
most of the summer and autumn of 1758 in Paris trying to collect some of the enormous 
advances he had made on the King's account;,. he finally obtained about 500,000 !ivres 
of depreciated funds. He sent a vessel to ~uebec in 1759, under the Spanish flag, 
with a cargo which, on the advice of his friends there, consisted chiefly of French 
brandy and Spanish wines, costing 95,000 livres and realizing at Quebec 525,000 livres 
in the steadily inflating currency of Canada. The available profits from this ,vere 
shared by Bigot, Pean, Verduc, and Vincent. On this trip Gradis lost, under historical 
circumstances, his most noted ship captain , J ean Denis de Vitre. He was a native of 
Quebec and the most e..'\'.pert navigator of the St. Lawrence. Returning from Quebec 
he was unfortunate enough to encounter the British fleet entering the Guli of St. 
Lawrence on its way to Quebec. His vessel was seized and he was compelled, under 
menace of h anging, to pilot the fleet up the St. Lawrence. This he accomplished with 
his usual skill and thus it arrived safely before Quebec and sealed the fate of Canada. 
The French of neither France nor Canada would afterwards pardon de Vitre for this 
great servi~e to the enemy. Between the. fall of Quebec and that of Montreal, Gradis 
was called mto more than one secret conference on despera te plans for the assistance 
of the French forces in Canada, but they all fell through, and in the meantime the 
colony was lost. Gradis continued to serve the French government in various other 
parts of the world until the close of his long and eventful career in 1780. 

2G541-52 
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two things equa1ly essential to prevent, if possib1e, the ill consequences of the 
deran o·ement caused by the immense drafts made for some years past. 

The one which, a~ I pointed out to you and to M. Duquesne1 in my letter 

1 Michel-Ange, Marquis Duquesne de Menneville, commander of the Order of ~t. 
Louis commodore of the naval forces at Toulon , was governor-general of Canada rn 
succe;sion to the Marquis de la J onquiere from May 1752 to June 1755. He was a 
member of a family famous in the naval annals of France. The most notable, though 
not the earliest representaLive in the navy was Abraham Duquesne, born at Dieppe 
1610 who t ook an active and almost invariably successful part in the numerous naval 
conti'icts with Spain in the 17th century. During a lull i_n these wars he added to ~is 
marine a ch ievements in the service of Sweden. Returning to France when occasion 
requ ired, he was once more pitted against h is favourite enemies the Spaniards, also, 
sometimes, the Dutch, and in quieter in tervals t he pirates of Algier s and Tripoli. Of 
a later generation the governor of Canada displayed several characteri sticts of the 
family, among them the somewhat haughty and domineer ing manner with which he 
exercised the King's auLhority in New France. He found the people there considerably 
Jacking in discipline and t hat unquestioning obedience to official authority which he 
considered could alone ensure efficiency and good government. There was indeed 
considerable truth in this ; but the Canadians being what they were did not take kindly 
to the new and more r igorous d isci pline. H e was thus not very popular during his 
term of office, nor much mourned when he left, especially as his successor Vaudreuil 
was much more to their taste and had been looked for when Duquesne was appointed. 
Under Duquesne, as under Galissonniere and J onquiere, Canada was r egarded as merely 
one factor in the world struggle between Franee and England, hence local interests 
were unquestioningly sacrificed to the larger if not more permanent interests of 
France. Thus, for instance, in encouraging the schemes of such missionaries as le 
Lout r e for stirring up the Acad'ians against t he British administration, whatever 
temporary advantage might be gai ned to the detriment of the British interests seemed 
to be sufficient justification. The inevitable r eaction on the unfortunate Acadians who 
were employed for these objects was tot ally ignored. Such an attitude on t he part of 
the governor led to merely formal and unsympathetic rela tions with the colonists who 
were inclined to underrate his abilities and r esent his mil itary dominance. Like his 
predecessor h e was freely accused of r esorting to the usual expedients for enlarging h is 
emoluments dur ing his term of offi ce. When, during the winter of 1751-2, it had been 
agreed to p ermit Jonquiere to r eturn from Canada on account of ill-health, it was 
resolved to appoint Duquesne as his successor. Jonquiere died quite suddenly before 
Duquesne left France. On May 11th, 1752, in a despatch to Bigot, the minister stated 
that Duquesne, who was leaving shortly, had been warned of the excessive e,qienditure 
in Canada for some time past a nd of the impossibility of its being continued. On the 
same date Duquesne was sent his patent as governor, accompanied by his special 
instructions . The latter stated tha t the French claimed all the western lands on 
which the I ndians were located . The Iroquois had no right to any lands on the Ohio. 
The sovereignty of the Engl ish over the Iroquois was denied, but the whole subject 
was being dealt with before a commission on boundaries. He must avoid as far as 
possible war with the I ndians, but mu st expel by force if necessary any English who 
went among the Indians to trade. On the other hand t he Indians would not go to the 
~nglish to trade if the French posts were well supplied with goods. With such an 
mterpretation of t he Treaty of Utrecht peace between the English and French in 
America must have been r ecogn ized in France as merely nominal and t emporary. 
The farce of urging economy and retrenchment in the face of the instructions given to 
the Canadian governor was appr eciated by both Duquesne and Bigot. Bigot tells us 
that they compared their instructions, followed by the stereotyped counsel of economy 
and r etrenchment, and they speedily concluded that if the latter were to be taken 
ser iously the former must be annulled. But as they were confident this was not 
intended, the coun sel of economy was but a pious exhortation at best. The more con
ventional form of general instructions for the governor and intendant was dated 15th 
May and commended to t he fo st ering car e of the governor, t he agriculture fi sheries , 
commerce and ship-building of N ew France. Already the minister was aw~re of the 
manipulation by_ th e commandants of the Indian trade at the western posts, but 
sugges~ed throwmg open t he trade to a ll comers under general r egulations . At the 
san_ie t1_me he deprecates the establishment of new posts among the India ns, a policy 
which 1s urged, he fears . only by those e.,pecting to profit from them. The district 
around the post of Detroit mu st be developed as to its agricultural resources in order 

26541-62~ 
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of April 9 last,1 is qu ite essential, however inconsiderable may be the expenses 
which remain to be paid up to and comprising the appropriation of this year,2 
or arrange the paymen ts so that the drafts drawn to prov ide therefor may be 
distributed over sever al years; in order that, by this means and the reductions 
which the King has no doubt will be made hereafter in the extraord inary 
expenses of Canada, the T reasury of the Colonies3 may be restored by degrees 
from the state of exhaustion in which it now stands. 

And the other, that wh atever reduction you may be able to make in the 
drafts for each year, you should give your attention not only to dividing them 
into as many differ en t parts and periods of maturi ty as possible, bu t also to 
separating widely the periods of maturi ty from one another, for the facility 
of payments. 

to furn ish supplies fo r the n ewer posts t o the west and north. As already indicated, 
the first effect of the p repa r atory effor ts to carry out the aggressive instructions of the 
home government w as a ver y marked increase in the bills drawn on t he colonial 
t reasurery in t he a u tumn of 1752. This brought a vigorous r emonstrance in the spring 
of 1763 under cover of which the fin an cial devices set fo r th in t h is despatch were 
int roduced. I n another despatch of two weeks later, June 30th, t he minister calmly 
approved of t he f urther opera t ions which Duquesne recommends as necessa ry to the 
fu lfilment of t he instructions sent h im. T he minister saved h is face economically by 
mildly and regretfu lly observing tha t t hey promised to be very expensive. This has 
reference chiefly to t he expedi tion to the Ohio for the bui lding of F ort Duquesne and 
the necessar y works fo r establ ish ing and protecting its communications. The building 
of t he fo r t a nd the opening of the Ohio route io t he Mississippi and Louisiana went 
fo rward with much enterprise and the anticipations of the ministers as to increased 
drafts on the colonial treasur y wer e fu lly r ea lized the following year. This led to 
increased delays in the payment of the exchanges covered by r ighteous protests to the 
effect t hat t he expenditures must be checked or the colony would have to be abandoned, 
at which the smiles of the gover nor and in tendant g rew fainter from frequent r epeti
tion. Meantime there was a change of ministers a t t he joint department of marine and 
colon ies. i\'I. Machault, the last of the really capable ministers before the fall, succeeded 
Rouille on 28th J uly, 1754 , announcing the fact to Duguesne and Bigot in a despatch 
of t he 30th. I n the spring of 1755, under date of 17th February, the new minister in
form s Duquesne that his operations of t he p revious year on t he Ohio and the accom
panyi ng a ctivities elsewher e have greatly excited the English, with the r esu)t that their 
government has been induced to send two r egiments of r egular troops to supplement 
Lhe colonial forces of V irgi nia , as also officer s a nd equipment sufficient to organize two 
more r egi ments to be r aised locally. The minister r eports, however, that the French 
government still pr of esses to believe that peace will be maintained and, with a view to 
promoting that en d, it is r esolved to despatch to New France 3,000 additional troops 
1;1 n~er Dieskau. Duquesne not f eeling a ltogether at ease in Canada where, as already 
md1cated, h is r estless energy a nd dominating spirit did not r ender him popular with 
t he people, ha d a lready r equested, in the au tumn of 1754, to be allowed to return to 
F_rance a nd resume his duties in the navy. On Apr il 1st, 1755, the minister in forms 
him that his r equest has been g r anted an d t hat M. Vaudreuil, then in France, is going 
~u t in co_mpany w ith Dieskau to take h is place. After affording him all the deta iled 
mform at1on necessar y with r eference to t he condit ion of a ffa irs, he will r etu r n to 
France. H e returned in clue ~ourse and r e-en tered the navy. 

1 Rou ille was still minister and in th is despatch (Serie B, Vol. 97, p. 72). he sta tes 
t hat never before had he been in such embar rassment to make payment of t he drafts 
from Canada. H e tells the governor and intendant that they should know quite well 
that Lhe total appropriations for the colonies were fixed in 17-19 a t 5,000,000 lin-e· . But 
the ~xpen~es of Canada a lone ha ve taken more than 3,000,000 livres every year s ince 
not m clud mg the special expenditures un de r taken in France. The expenditures indeed 
hav~ been g rea t~r s ince the peace of 1748 t han during the previous war. It is quite im
possi ble l;o sus tain the outlays in Canada on the present basis. The King would s imply 
have to give up the colony. H e then r efers to the alterna tive of extending the t erms of the 
payme!1ts over a w ider per iod, shou ld the :imount dra wn for cont inue so large. As 110 
reduction was possible under t he aggress ively expansive measures sanctioned bv the 
homo g·overnment he now announced the deta ils of the scheme. • 

~ Origi nal def ective 
3 Now separa ted fr~ m the trea sury of the marine (see note 1, p. 795 ). 
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The latter arrangement of the dividing up and separating the periods of 
maturi ty of th e drafts for each year, should not offer many difficulties. I t 
makes li ttle difference to the maj ori ty of those to whom these bills of exchange 
are delivered, and all those who have them should consider themselves fortu
nate in findin g such a conveni ence for the remittances they have to make to 
France. 

The for mer arrangement for the delay of payments for the expenditures 
which must be met for the last appropri ation and for that of thi s year, may 
be open to more objections. There is, however, a large part of the extraor
dinary expen ditures which are of such a nature that they cannot be settled 
for so promptly, and, by taking care in this arrangement to give the prefer
ence of the first payments to those which are most favourable, I am inclined 
to think that you may manage i t without incom-enieuce. 

H owever that may be, there would be great advautage in every respect 
in making drafts which cannot be paid at once. You know what I have pointed 
out to you on that subj ect. It is certain that if, in those which are drawn this 
year to be paid next year , there is not a considerable reduction, as compared 
with those of the last four years, it will be absolutely impossible to meet them. 
Arrange matters, I beg, so as to preven t the serious consequences which would 
follow from a defa ult in payment, and let me have the satisfaction of being 
able to acquaint the King with the results of the careful consideration which 
I have so much recommended to you in the matter of the expenses of the 
colony. 

[Not Signed-.] 

DESPATCH OF PRINTED NOTES ANTI SOLS MARQUES 

Versailles, June 30, 1753. 
TO J\I. BIGOT 

Independen tly of the supplies which have been sent from Rochefort you 
will have r eceived by the vessel which left Bordeaux in the month of April, the 
quantity of printed forms you requested, both for bills of exchange and for 
notes on th e T reasury. 

I have also sent the sum of 6,000 lines you request in sols marques, for 
the Treasurer 's chest. 

[Not signed] 

P AYMENT OF THE ACADIAKS 

Versailles, 30u, J uue, 17 53. 
TO J\f. UI GOT . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
sr Le Loutre has made r epresentations to me, of which you have had notice, 

to have the expenditures which are made at those posts, paid in money and 
to establish a circulating medium there. The latter matter is not to be thouo-ht 
of, the count ry not ye t being at a stage of settlement to admit of it, and that is 
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what I have explained to this missionary. As for payment in cash, it is 
much to be feared, as you observe, that all the coins in use there would pass 
over to the English, and it may even be that such a facili ty would give rise to 
further expenditures. I have, however, given S. le Loutre some ground for 
hoping that next year, if circumstances permit, 50,000 or 60,000 francs may 
be seut to give some life and confidence to under takings there, but I have 
warned him that this r emittance, if i t is made, will not be a precedent for the 
future. 

[Not signed] 

\S I T A.r-CE PROPO ED F OR THE ACADIA.1,S 

TO MESSRS. DE n,n ::,roxn1 AND PREVOST.~ 

Sirs : 

Compeigne, J uly 17, 1753. 

You are aware of the favourable disposition of the King towards the 
inh abi tants of Acadia, who have withdrawn to our frontiers. The repre enta-

1 M. Le Comte de R aymond Seig neur d'Oye had atta ined to the r ank of brigadier 
;general and at t h is time was commanda nt a t Ile Roya le. He appears to have been a 
member of a dis t inguished fam ily, though of limited r esources, and dependent for 
advancemen t more u pon h is social and family connections than upon his own personal 
capacity and ach ievements. H is abundant egotism and overbearing manner rendered 
his advancement di ffi cult for his friends and troublesome for the ministers of state. In 
1722 we find h im being g ranted a commiss ion as second ensign in Canada, his patron 
being Comte d'E vreux. In 1728 he bore the ti tle of Chevalier de Raymond and had 
been in France fo r some time. Indeed, the minister was constr ained to r emind h im 
tha t h is absence from Canada had been so prolonged that unless he sailed shortly his 
position would be given to a nother. In 1732 he was again granted leave of absence, 
on the r ecommendation of Governor Beauharnois who was one of h is patrons. Being 
ambitions to secure command of one of the Canadian posts he applied to the minister 
in 1736. H e was r ef erred back to Beauharnois, who natu ra lly found it impossible to 
recommen d h im as he had not yet a t tained the r ank of lieutenant. He r eached this 
r ank , after much importuni ty, in May 1738, and shortly afterwards was assigned to a 
compa ny. In 1742 he was ag-ain invoking h is va r ied influences to secure command 
of one of the western posts . One of the p a t rons to whom he industriously applied for 
assistance was t he Due de la Rochefou cauld, to whom the minister announced t ha t he 
had at la st secured a Canadian company for him, March 1746. JI[. Desherbiers who 
was appoin ted commandant at Ile Royale when it was r esumed by the F rench in 1749, 
had expressed a strong desir e t o r eturn to France. On F ebruary 23rd 1751, the 
mi nister infor med h im that he ha d granted his r equest and tha t he would be succeeded 
by the Comte de Ra ymond who would sail from Rochefor t about the first of J\I ay. He 
is to introduce h im to the du ties of the posi tion before he leaves Louisbourg. On April 
24th Raymond r eceived his ins tructions defin ing his d~tties and their relation to those 
of the Commissary-Intendant. Incidentaay, he was furnished with a brief his tory of 
t he objects in settli ng Ile R oyale after t he Trea ty of Ut recht, with par t icular informa
tion as to the boundaries and the special f eatures which had to be insisted upon in 
orde1· to st r engthen the claims of France. These positions he must maintain with 
inflexible firmness, bu t wit h such modera tion and politeness in manne1· and expression 
as to th row on t he shoulders of t he enemy all appearance of aggress ion. Before leaYing 
France to take u p his new duties he r egistered the quality of his personality by de
mand ing from the m ini ster , in addition to t he usual gra tuity on such occasions a 
special a llowa nce of 20,000 livres. 'fhe minister was astounded and declared that s~ch 
a dema nd was so ext r aordina r y that in his own interest he would not ment ion it to 
the King. Aft er he arrived in Louisbourg he was for a t ime agreeable enough to his 
colleague Prevos t, t he Comm issary-I ntendant, and to the other officials . But when he 
had found h is f eet he was so uplift ed with h is own importance as commandant , that 
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tions which _ \bbc le Loutre has made on the situation in which they find them-

he practically disregarded the rights of all others to a share in the government. This, 
of course, chiefly affected his colleague Prevost, whom he evidently despised as of 
infe r ior birth and socia l standing. When occasion permitted, he affected in the little 
fortr ess of Louisbourg, on the bleak shelving rocks of the north Atlantic, a pomp and 
circumstance rivalling those of Versailles itself. Thus, under date of 28th May 1752, 
we find a detailed account of the elaborate f etes, dinners, balls, illuminations, and 
other entertainments given by him at the King's expense at Louisbourg, under t he 
pretext of celebrating the birth of the royal Duke of Bourgogne, but really to per mit 
the commandant of the capital of Ile Royale to display his own exalted magnificence. 
I n making the reports on the colony and proposing plans and estimates for expen
ditures, he quite ignored Prevost ; but they were sent back to him from France with 
an intimation that they were worthless until passed upon and approved by h is colleague 
the Commissary-Intendant. As Prevost, longer in office and with a more detailed 
knowledge of the administrative requirements of the colony, stood stoutly on his rights, 
the administration of the colony, notwithstanding the repeated rebukes and admoni
tion s to both. but especially to Raymond, was brought almost to a state of paralysis. 
When, in 1753, Raymond desired to r eturn to France to promote his personal interests, 
leave was granted; but the minis ter took occasion to inform him in advance that he 
could not procure for him, as he had requested, the red ribbon of the Order of St. Louis. 
Again , though approving of h is purchase of a property at Louisbourg, apparently the 
former residence of St. Ovide, he was informed that it could not be raised to the rank 
of a seigneury with the title of Count attached, as it was too insignificant a property 
to be thus treated. Moreover, the King had decided not to grant any seigneurial titles 
in the colony of Ile Royale. It appears that Raymond bad travelled in state over b is 
r ocky colony and had developed many extravagant claims for its agricultural and 
mineral development, not to mention the fi sheries and sh ipping, bu t the minister t hrew 
cold water on his schemes, saying that they were very interesting but the King had no 
fund s for such enterprises. Having once got such a troubler in Israel out of the colony, 
he was not permitted to return . Sr. Drucourt succeeded, in the spring of 1754. Ray
mond appears to have remained at Paris, since we fi nd him from time to time com
munica ting gratuitous advice to the war department as to the proper lines to be 
followed in the defence of Louisbourg, etc. 

2 :M. Jacques Prevost served as commissary-intendant of Ile Royale at Louisbourg 
from the time of its restoration to France in 1748 to its final overthrow in 1758. He 
appears to have been of rather bumble origin and to have risen from a junior clerkship 
in the department of Marine. H is wife, daughter of a trader at Louisbourg, is said 
to have been a Creole. He came to I le Royale quite early in life, and attained bis first 
important position when, on May 10th, 1735, he was appointed chief clerk under 
Le Tormant. Evidently he was not very brilliant or well educated, but in b is 
earlier years at least he was faithful and diligent and his superior officers reported 
favourably on his services. The minister commended him for the satisfactory dis
charge of Bigot's duties while the latter was on a trip to France in 1743. When Louis
bourg was first captured in 1745 he returned to France and served in the department 
of Marine at Rochefort. In 1746 he was apparently assisting Sabatier, who had been 
treasurer at Lou isbourg, i n going over the accounts, a work fir st assigned to Bigot, 
but when the latter was appointed intendant of d 'Anville's great fleet, in 1746, it was 
transferred to Saba tier. In the meantime Hocquart was urgently calling for assis tance 
at Quebec. When Varin returned to France it was promised that Pre\'Ost would be sent 
out to take h is position as controller. He actually started for Canada, but was fo rced 
to r eturn to France in September 1747. Meantime Sabatier had died suddenly and on 
Bigot's advice Prevost was selected to continue his work in clearing up the accounts of 
Ile R oyale. Prevost never actually went to Canada. When, under the Treaty of 1748, 
Ile Royale was restored to France, it was decided to permit Hocquart to return from 
Canada and Bigot was selected to succeed h im as Intendant of New France. This left 
vacant the position as commissary-intendant at Louisbourg which, apparently on 
Bigot's advice, was assigned to Prevost, the position of controller in Canada having 
been given to Breard. M. Desherbiers was at the same t ime appointed as Commandant 
at Ile Royale, and together with Prevost sailed for Louisbourg in March 1749. Prevost 
took with h im 450,000 livr es in specie to meet the requirements of the goYernment and 
r e-establish the currency of t h e colony. Tne r oyal instructions to Prevost were dated 
28th March, 1749, and indicated that economically, legally, and socially everything was 
to be restored as nearly as possible to the same condition and with t he same p eople 
as at the time of the capture by the English. Bigot was required to go down from 
Canada, in the summer of 1749, to assist Prevost in the work of r econstruction. One 
Sequin, had been appointed controller and attorney general at Louisbourg, filling t h~ 
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selves, and of which I have informed the King, have confirmed him in this 

position form er ly occupied by Saba tier . Almost from the beginning of their mutual 
ser vices fr iction developed between P revost and Sequin, much to the detriment of 
the public service. B itter complaints were made by Prevost to Bigot, who was his 
immediate super ior. A constant source of t rouble and dispute was the fur nishing of 
stores at a place so little provided with local supplies as Louisbourg. T hese were 
derived partly from France, par t ly from Canada, partly from the Acadians in both 
French and British territory, a nd when these sources fa iled it was permissible to 
obtain provisions from the New England colonies. As the supplies from the various 
French sources depended upon so ma ny conditions of local surpluses, profitable prices 
a nd the whims of personal interest, it was difficult to be certai n of these supplies 
suffic iently in a dvance. The New England market was much the most reliable, as Bigot 
had discovered to his official r el ief and personal profit. P revost was incl ined in t he 
same dir ection. Thus we find him, under date of 24th J une, 1750, requesting the 
minister t o pa y a bill of excha nge for 3,600 livres g iven to an English capta in for a 
cargo of fro zen beef and m:i tton. Great complaints arose, however, from both old anct 
New France whenever the mer cha nts happened to be in a posit ion to supply even a 
portion of the Louisbourg market. Prevost was therefore instructed not to purchase 
from the English whenever French suppl ies were available. As stores had to b e laid 
in in a dvance, especially in t imes of threa tened war and at tack, there was much room 
for the exercise of judgment a nd d iscret ion as to when adequate French supplies were 
available. Thus complaints and a ccusa tions attended the administration of the com
missariat departmen t under P revost until the ult imate loss of the colony in 1758. At 
Louisbourg, as a t Quebec, t h ough of course on a more limited scale, in aggressiveness 
agains t the English and in seizing a nd for ti fying vantage fo r the next war, t reaty 
obl igations were not very strictly regar ded and the cry was ever "forward". But when 
the exchanges representing the cost of t hese enterprises appeared at the treasury, t he 
cry was equ ally empha t ic " back" . In August 1751, Comte Raymond arr ived to succeed 
Desherbiers a s commandan t . I mmediately sharp fr iction began to develop between the 
military and civil authorities. Th is was chiefly due, it must be acknowledged, to the 
egotistica l and domineering character istics of Raymond. The commandant endeavoured 
to monopolize all matter s of policy, decli ning to consult Prevost. The la tter na turally 
stood on h is rights, the mor e so probably a s the count affected to despise him on account 
of his humbler social or igin. T he r esult was that the official staff and the superior 

council wer e divided into facti ons which a lmost paralysed the public business. Ultimately 
the minister intervened a nd Raymond was supplanted in 1754 , Drucourt taking his 
pla ce. W ith the mutual aggressions of the French and English in 1754-5, befo re the 
actua l declar ation of war, t he responsibil it ies of Pr evost at Louisbourg wer e greatly 
increased, the m inister having declared tha t this was one of the most vita l points in t he 
French inter est. The forti fica tion s were to be greatly strengthened and e.,-tended. 
Additional troops were sent in 1755 involving greatly increased stores and heavier 
outlay. Louisbourg was the natural centr e of transatlantic F rench privateering, hence 
special vessels were sent there for tha t purpose and Drucourt and P revost were 
instructed to afford them every facility for the r e:eption of their p r izes and the disposal 
of them through the admiralty officers. I n 1756-7 considerable funds in specie were 
sent to Louisbourg and these were supplemented by other supplies from captured 
Briti sh vessels and the sale of t hei r cargoes. It was thus unnecessary for Prevost to 
resort to the issue of paper money. Ther e was therefore a strik ing contrast between 
the finan cia l a nd commercial con ditions of Louisbourg and Quebec. After the usual 
industr ious importunity Prevost was at last, November 1757, granted the coveted 
rank of commissary general of the navy, On the 24th December of that :ear. at the 
close of a long an d ha r assing season , the minister congratulntes Prevost and the com
manda':t on th e fact tha t so fa r the English have been fru strated in :i ll their a ttempts 
on Lomsbourg and Quebec. but intimates tha t they are likely to return in the spr ing 
stronger than ever , and it is necessary t o make every prepara tion to defeat t hem again. 
It appei: r s that when t he fleet from Louisbourg r eturned to F rance in the autumn of 
1757, many t a lcs wer e r elated in P ar is r egarding the high life which had pr evailed at 
Quebec and Louisbourg during the p r evious summer. Some of these coming to the enr 
of the _ minister, he w rote to P revost, 11 F ebruary, 1758, r ebuking him for h aYing 
a~c~rdmg to r eport , encouraged gambling nt h is house , in connect ion with which 
military a nd civil officer s h a d lost ns much ns 15,000 or 20,000 livres dur ing the season. 
T he expecta tions of the minister, with reference to the strength of the British r eturn 
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disposition; and li e desires, more and more, to procure for them, as far as 
possible, the assistance which may be necessary. 

This assistance should have as object, not only to help with the actual 
wants of th ese inhabitants, but also to put them in a position soon to get along 
wi thout i t, in facili tating their settlement. 

It is wi th this purpose in view th at SC le Loutre bas asked, on behalf of 
those who have witl1drawn from the Beausejour side, that the Ri ng should 
assume the cost of the embankments which they call Aboiteau:r;,1 and which are 
necessary to enable them to turn their lands to account; and it has been reprc· 
sentecl that with the sum of 5, 000 livres these embanlanents might be con· 
structed, and 1.hat, when that was done, the inhabitants might dispense with 
all assistance. In spite of the critical condition of the :finances of His Majesty, 
he would be disposed to assist them in the construction of these works, if they 
would be productive of the benefits which this missionary anticipates, and if 
the expense did not exceed his estimate. Thus it is necessary to have these 
two points ,·erified and to have an estimate drawn up upon which ,1·e may work. 
sr le Loutre claims that r J acau de Fieclmonf might be put in charge of this 

in 1758, were quite fu lfilled, but not the hopes of successful French resistance; hence 
Louisbourg feJJ, 26 July. Prevost being a civil officer wa~ among those who returned 
directly to France, taking with him Drucourt's journal of the s iege. On September 
28th he reported to t he m inister tha t he had arr ived at La Rochelle and there he re
mained for some considerable time working on the accounts and papers of his depart
ment at Louisbourg . Associated with him in this work was M. La Borde who had 
succeeded Sequin a s treasurer and attorney general at Louisbourg. Various discre
pancies developing in ihe accounts, r esponsibility naturally fell on one or other of 
those officials. From a communication of the minister, 18 April, 1763, to 111. de Sartine, 
then investigating the affairs of Cana da, it appears that La Borde bad accused Prevost 
of having taken from the t r easury part of the fu nds, for the disappearance of which 
La Borde had been arrested. The minister, on the ground that the reputation of Pre
vost had been more or less doubtful, sent to Sartine an order to have Prevost arrested 
at La Rochelle and taken io the Bastille with his p~pers. On_ June 15th, on the authority 
of the King, h e was enlarged on condition that he did not leave Paris. Sartine made a 
report on the case in whi ch he exonerated P revost from complicity in the defalcations 
of La Borde. The minister accepted this , April 10th, 1764, but held him to be at least 
culpable of great negligence in overlooking so large a defalca tion. Hence, althouglt 
the King granted him his liberty, h e could not be employed in the future in any position 
of confidence. On J anuary 20th, 1767, an order of the King was issued appointing Sr. 
Prevost as assistant in the office of the Archives of the Marine at Rochefort. 

1 The term aboitecm applies s trictly only to one special feature of the dykes for 
protecting the lower meadow lands from t he high tides of the Bay of Fundy. It consists 
of a square culvert or drain located at the lowest part of the dyke, with a gate or door 
on the opening towards the sea, and swinging on hinges from the upper side of the 
frame. The rising tide automatically closes the gate or door and the increasing pres
sure keeps it tightly closed until the tide falls again, when the accumulated drainage 
water from the meadow side swings the gate open sufficiently to permit of its escape. 
The process is automatically r epeated wi th each tide. 

2 Sr. Jacau de F iedmont was a n artillery officer whom Governor Duquesne sent 
down from Quebec in the capacity of a military engineer to construct F ort Beausejour, 
'.15 an offset to F ort LawI"ence, both being on the Bay of Fundy side of the 
isthmus sepaI"ating the latter from Baie Verte on the side of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. The dykes proposed by Le Loutre were immediately to the west of Fort 
Bea1;1sejour. It appea rs t hat the father of Lieut . J acau had been a master gunner at 
Lou1sbourg where he died in 1739. On Apr il 1st, 1748 we find the son awarded a 
co~mission a s _ensign in the n ew company of gunners to be established at Ile Royale, 
on its r ~sumpt1on by the French. On the formation, in 1750, of the fir st company of 
bombardiers at Quebec, under Lieut_ Le Mercier, J acnu was transferred from Louisbourg 
to Quebec to serve a s ensign. Under an order of 1st April 1753, he was promoted to 
the r ank of lieutenant, fo llowing t he promotion of Le Mercier. He held this rank when 
5ent to Beausejour. After t he surrender of that fort to the English in 1755, he 
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operation. You might give h im the order for it, taking care to inform Messrs. 
Duquesne and Bigot, and if the estimate that officer may give to you conforms 
to the project proposed by this mi ssionary, H .nL would be pleased to have you 
take steps for the execution of the plan. 

sr le Loutre has assured me that by means of this par ticular assistance 
for the A boiteaux of the inhabitants,1 they will house themselves at their own 
expense. T his is an essential point for, so long as they are not housed, we 
cannot feel assmed that they will stay permanently in the settlement they have 
made. T herefore, you must not neglect to bind them to build houses for them
selves. 

This same missionary proposed to introduce a sort of money, which would 
circulate in these districts, similar to that of Canada. Several reasons have 
prevented me from inclining to this proposition. I feel, however, that it would 
be desirable to have a certain circulation of coins to fac ilita te the activit ies of 
the inhabi tan ts, and, although it is to be presumed that the coined monev 
which might be distributed there would not remain, and would perhaps pa;s 
into the hands of foreigners, I propose, if circumstances permit next year, to 
appropriate a certain sum, par tly by way of experiment and partly for the 
encouragement of the inhabitants. Be good enough to let me know your 
opin ion on the subject. F urther I beg you to inform me, also, of all that takes 
place in r elation to these settlements, the progress of which is most vital, both 
as to grain and cattle. 

[Not signed] 

REASO JS FOR IN ABILITY TO FURNISH SHORT TERM BILLS 
TO THE CO) IP ANY OF THE ThTDIES 

Versailles, hlay 20, 1754. 
TO M. D E MON T ARAN.2 

I have examined, Sir, the complaints which the Company of the I ndies 
makes in the memoir which you have sent me. 

In the emban assmen ts exi ting in Canada last year, of which the Keeper 
of the Seals is not unaware, it has not been possible for the In tendant of that 
colony to furni sh to the agent of the Company bills of exchange of sufficiently 
short periods of maturity for the payment for supplies to the King's stores. 
I n thi s re0 ·ard, the Company is undergoing the same fate as the merchants 

returned to Quebec a nd r esumed h is position in his company. Under a commiss ion of 
19th Mar ch, 1757, he was promoted to the rank of captain of a company. He served 
with distinction a t the siege of Quebec, r eturning to France after the sur render of the 
colony. In 1762 he went out to Cayenne as lieutenant colonel of an infant ry r egiment. 

1 Abbe Le Lout re succeeded in procur ing 50,000 livres for this work. Upon this he 
engaged all the Acadians in the neighbourhood. This resulted in greatly impeding the 
construction of the fort, but, in the conflict of authority which ensued, t he in fluence of 
the Abbe p roved superior t o t hat of t he militar y officers. 

2 M. de Montaran was the ch ief executive officer of the Company of the I ndies, and 
through h im correspondence r elating to the affairs of the Company in Canada had been 
carried on w ith the Minister of Marine and Colonies fo r the prev ious five years. Ma
chault was at t his time both Minister of F inance and Keeper of the Seals, which 
accounts for the reference her e and in the followfog document. Two months la ter 
Machault had su cceeded Rouille as Mi nister of Marine and Colonies, but in this transfer 
he still r etain ed the office of Keeper of the Seals. The complaints of the Company, h ere 
r eferred t o, h ave r efer ence to the considerable extension of the periods of maturity for 
bills of excl~ange drawn upon the colonial treasury for supplies ~urnishecl in Canada, 
som e of which ha d been obtained from the Company of the Indies. The nature an d 
causes of the extens ion of the time for payment are explained in the despatch of June 
15th, 1753. See p. 801. 

265-11-53 
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and private individua1s. It was an extraordinary and unnaturai situation 
which will be avoided as far as possible in the future. Moreover, it was also 
owing to peculiar circumstances that the supplies furnished last year for the 
King's services were found to be so considerable, for ordinarily, they are 
moderate in amount. 

[Not signed] 

CONSIDERATIO.rJiS AFFECTING THE LOANiS OF THE 
'IREASURE-RS-GENERAL 

The K eeper of the Seals. 

Versai1les, May 21, 175-! . 
My Lord: 

The King has been pleased to au thori ze the loan I am obliged to obtain 
of the snm of 1,200,000 livres to enable me to meet the payment of the bills 
of exchange .drawn in Canada for the extraordinary expenditures which 
circumstances have made it necessary to make, to safeguard the colony against 
the attacks of the Engl ish and of the I ndian nations whom they have stirred 
up. You arc aware that this loan is made by the Treasu rers General of the 
1Iarine, who turn it over to the Treasury of the Colonies. The replacement 
of it shou1cl be made in the months of Apri l, U ay, June, and July of next 
year, at the r ate of 300,00011 per month . H.lL has directed me to notify you 
of it, in order that you may propose to him some arrangement to put the 
Treasurer General of the :Mar ine in a position to meet it with the prompti
tude i t demands. But at the same time as you inform me of the proposed 
arrangement, I bep; you very urgen tly to let me know, also, on what the Trea
surers may count for the p ayment of their notes for the loan of four millions, 
which they have been r enewing for three years. Apart from the prejudice which 
may result to their cr ed i t from all these renewals, which keep their notes circu
lating, they ar e ,very burdensome to the :Marine, on account of the inteTest to 
be paid and from the necessity they are nncler of always keeping a certuin 
sum on hand to meet the notes belonging to the same persons, which are not 
renewed.1 

1 As already observed , there was a separate bu dget for the Colonies, as distinguished 
from that of the M arine from 1750 to 1770. Yet the same minister presided over both 
departments and it was prescribed that the Controller of the Department of the Marine 
should be also trea surer of the Department of the Colonies. Moreover, as this despatch 
indicates, when loans for the Department of the Colonies became very urgent they were 
advanced from the treasury of the Marine Department. The notes of the department 
here referred to , wer e notes issued by the treasurer of the Depar tment of Marine to 
meet exceptional p ayment s, and these issues were arranged in concert with the Min
ister of Finance. T hey have no refe rence to the increasing issues of notes by Bigot 
in Canada, although t hese also constituted an indirect charge on the Department of the 
Colonies, and h ence on the Department of Marine. The notes of the Department of 
Ma_rine, as issued in Fra nce, r epresented at firs t merely a temporary floating debt 
which, as we see, the minis ter was anxious to have liquidated as soon as possible. But 
the state of the na t ion al finan ces and the s teadily increasing outlays in connection with 
the Departments of Marine and Colonies precluded all possibility of this. On the 
contrary, they s tead ily increased in volume until, in 1757, the outstanding issue· 
amounted to 6,200,000 livres. Nor did they disappear with the restora t ion of peace and 
the final loss of Cana da . They remained ns part of the waterlogged condition of French 
fina!1ce which Necker a nd others struggled with in vain, and which was fin ally wiped 
out m the course of the F rench Revolution . • 

26541-53 ~ 
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The memorandum which I sent to you will enable you to see in detail 
tJie situation of the Marine in this regard, as also in respect to other parts of 
its administration. 

If you would be good enough to appoint a clay and hour when I might 
go and confer with you on all this you would give me great pleasure; for you 
correctly surmise that I long to be able to make some arrangements for ter
minating, or at least diminish ing the embarrassments in wh ich I find myself; 
embanassments, for that matter, which make me only more sensible of those 
in which you must Jive. 

[N al signed.] 

RECOMME.r D \.TIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF THE ROUTINE 
OF THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 

M. Imbert. 2 February, 1755. 
hly Lord: 

I have not, during my stay at Versailles, been able to find a favourable 
moment in which to have the honour of paying my respects to you. Being 
obliged to leave at once to go to the place where I am to embark, I have taken 
the liberty of addressing to you, My Lord, a memorandum dealing with the 
management of my treasury in Canada. The details of it are becoming 
larger and larger. I need help to carry it on with more order and accuracy. 
I most humbly entreat Your Grace to have regard to the justice of my requests. 

[Signed] nrnERT. 1 

Paris, 2nd February, 1755. 

HIS LORDSHIP, THE KEEPER OF THE SEALS, MINISTER A::--"'D SECRETARY OF 

STATE FOR THE M L\RINE 

My Lord: 

sr J acques Imbert, Treasurer of Canada, most humbly represents to 
your Grace, that for five years past, the domestic business of the colony has 
occasioned him too much labour for it to be done in proper order. He has 
often made representations on the difficulties of t.he immense details with 
which he is burdened and he has requested to come to France in order tc 
perfect himself in his occupation and to receive new instructions, which are 
necessary, if he is to pursue his task with greater order. 

These difficulties are the pay of the troops, the quantity of pay certifi
.cates he is obliged to cash daily, without having time to make note of the 
separate papers, the annual return of paper and card money for conversion 
into bills of e..,chauge, which he is obliged to receive in dangerous haste. 

Article One 

SALARY AND PAY OF THE TROOPS 

Of all the items of the Service with which the Treasury is charged, the 
pay of. the troops is that which exposes it to -the greatest risk. This branch 
of the work was always the occasion of delay in the rendition of accounts by 
his predecessor, who left seven of them to be rendered. After his death, the 

1 See note 2, p. 883. 
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Intendant provided for these inconveniences by the order he gave for draw
ing up the daily expenditures in due form and for placing the Treasurer in 
a position to return them each year for the preceding budget. It was decided 
that the certificates for the pay of the troops should be drawn up in full and 
that the Treasurer should give his return for the remainder to be paid to 
detached officers or men in the forts and posts of the various parts of the 
Upper Country, which returns become void when the vouchers are returned; 
this arrangement appeared th e easiest for facilitating the drawing up of the 
~ccounts. There are, however, certain difficulties wh ich become a burden to 
the Treasurer and expose him to much extra work, occasioned as in the fol
lowing example. 

Several officers and men being deputed to serve in different forts, their 
distribution is decided on at Quebec and at :Montreal and each officer or man 
is entered on the detachment li sts of their company and their pay is withheld. 

When they have reached their destination some of them change their 
posts through the exigencies of the Service and that by order of the com
mandant of the said posts, whence comes the following abuse: Example:
P ierre is detached and entered for Niagara, si.-.;;: months after he is at Fort 
Frontenac, and from there sometimes, elsewhere, without the Co=issariat 
being informed of it . This soldier, wandering from fort to fort for three or 
four years and sometimes longer, is a ttached to a fort wheTe he hecomes useful, 
the King feeds him, his pay remains in the depot and he draws it several years 
after, either himself or by power of attorney : the orders are despatched ordi
narily at Montreal .and often at Quebec, to wit, one order despatched to the 
soldier and another to the bearer of the power of attorney. This is not dis
covered unti l six months afterwaTds, that is to say when the Treasurer com
pares the vouchers on the detachment list he receives from Montreal, and often 
two years afterwards. 

The recovery of this double payment can not be made from the com
manclan ts, who draw only the pay of those present: otherwise the Treasnrer 
would lose much, if His Majesty did not accord him reimbursement. 

Th ere have been several of these orders sent out in duplicate as the Trea
surer is in a position to prove. 

In cer ta1n forts, the soldier draws part of bis pay in goods from the 
Ring's store in the fort, the storekeeper sends a statement of it to be kept and 
the T reasurer charges himself in special receipt with what was drawn ; but 
it often happens that this statement does not anive until after the soldier bas 
been paid. The result is double payment at the Ring's expense. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE DISBURSEMENTS OF P.A.Y MADE ON THE ACCOUNTS FOR 

T HE SOL DIERS SERVING 

The various· movements of this corps on the occasion of the establishment 
of Belle-Riviere having obliged th e- General to detach a great number of 
officers, last year seven companies were found at Quebec ,~ithout any officer 
and the Treasurel', asking valid pay certificates, was obliged to give to a 
sergeant the pay of the soldiers on service in the said companies, on account 
of which he beo-o-ed receipts from the major of each government. 

There is ~ten an officer on service ·with the company, according to 
the detachment list, bnt as he does not live in the ganison, the Treasurer can
not get his receipts when he distributes the pay. He is often at Montreal on 
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leave, and he departs from there sometimes to go and serve in the forts and 
then the Treasurer find s it impossible to retire the receipts for his pay certifi
cate. It is on such an occasion that he has demanded receipts from the major. 

It woulcl be a good thing, then, if there were always a subaltern on 
service to look after the rest of the company, by residing in the garrison or at 
least to be found there, for counting and furn ishing receipts each quarter, 
It would eve n be necessary to have a special bureau for this i tem and for 
those selected to look af ter it to be kept informed of the different changes 
made in the corps. 

It has been proposed to give the pay of the whole company to each cap
tain, but removals have prevented that being carried out. 

The best plan and the most just would be to give the pay of the troops 
to the major of each gover=ent, at the same time giving him a clerk to look 
after the detail s. Tl1is arrangement would save the King all double payment 
and the Treasurer would have dependable pay-certificates for his records. 

The Treasurer would like to know before his return, in what way the 
auxili ary troops are to be paid. 

Article T wo 

The amount of pay-certificates which the Treasurer is obliged to pay 
daily, does not permi t him to reckon up the details which are prepared in the 
offices; be is not equal to it; however, often errors slip in which he rectifies 
when he discovers them, but those that escape him (he is not able to go through 
all the vouchers) become a charge against him, which is not just, in view of the 
irnpossibili ty of veTifying before paying. It would be necessary to have in 
the supei·vising offices an examiner for regularly inspecting the pay-certificates 
and who would have no other dnty than that of verifying the details before 
they were given the signature of the Controller, and also for the Treasurer to 
have a clerk capable of verifying these same details before paying them, even 
though inspected. 

Article Three 

The annnal return of paper and card money to be com-erted into bill& 
of exchange is one of the most dangerous of operations for tbe Treasurer. The 
time is so limited for recciYing it and for distributing these drafts, that he is 
often exposed to considerable errors. It would be a good plan to a1low more 
time for receiving them and for distributing the bills of exchange, by com
mencing sooner and procuring him the help he needs at this particular time. 

OBSERVATIO NS ON THE RETURNS OF THE TREASURER FOR THE HAN D-WRl'I'TEN 

NOTES THAT H E HAS WlTHDRA\\. K FRO::II CIRCULATIOX BY ::IIEAXS 

OF PRINTED NOTES 

From the 25th October, 1750 to the 15°1 September, 1751, there were in 
hand-written notes, for providing for the expenditures of the service, 2,399,895 
livres 15 sols. The Treasurer had given his return to the King for the said 
sum. When Monsieur Bigot judged it necessary to have printed note , alike 
for the convenience of the service and for that of the public, these printed 
notes served to replace the hand-written ones, and the Treasurer counted 
them in the presence of }.[. Breard, controller, who burned G1 em in order to 
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cnncel the preceding return. But in the hands of the Treasurer, there are 
foun d 5,9,J.7 liv res of these hand-written notes in excess of the return. He 
asks th at reimbursemen t of these may be ordered to him. If the Treasurer had 
gi rnn in notes below the amount of his return, he would have been obliged 
to provide for the difference. There is, then, justice in giving him credit for 
what be has paid in excess. 

The reason for this difference comes from counterfeit notes, the loss or 
which be should not have to bear. There are also 400 livres of printed notes, 
fraudulently r aised, the r eimbursement of which is equally due him, as well as 
the cases of double payment with which be has found himself charged, since 
be bas been treasurer. 

sr I mber t has the honour of representing to you also, My Lord, that his 
salary is not in proportion to the burdens of his office. He has not the means 
of defraying bis annual expenses, although they are very moderate. The high 
cost of foodstuffs and clothing, the firewood he must provide in two offices, tb.e 
running about he does for the Service, oblige him to ask of you, My Lord, hi~ 
fi rewood and an office janitor who would also run messages in order not t r, 
disturb his clerk who loses a great deal of time carrying papers between the 
different offices. 

After eighteen years un interrupted service in continual toil, he entreats 
Your Grace to grant hi m the t i tle of Chief Wri ter, which is not incompatible 
wi th bis sittrntion and will more especially attach him to the King's interests 
and to the good of the Service. Th is digni ty would put him in a position to 
work with more order in his administration, as he has continually to deal with 
those who are several steps up in the Navy. The Intendant, who knows the 
ex tent of my work and my assidui ty in carrying out my duties, can bear wit
ness to i t. I dare to :flatter myself that this testimony can be only favourable 
to me. 

[Signed] D[BERT. 

P aris, F ebr uary 2n d
, 1755. 

FIN ANOTAL ARRAN GEMENTS F OR TROOPS SEI\T.T TO 
L OUISBOURG 

Versailles, March 17, 1755. 
TO .L PREVOST. 

I am notify ing yon, Sir, that in the uncertainty of the events which may 
happen, the King bas just decided to send two battalions of bis troops of the 
line to Louisbourg, and that they are to set .out from Brest on H .M's ships 
about th e 15th of next month. You must, without loss of time, devote your
self to the arrangements necessary for their reception . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The fri gate L a Diane has transported to yon 30,000 livres in specie. I 

am gi,·ino- 01~clers to embark 40,000 livres on La F·idelle. The ships on which 
the t roop~ are sailing will take . their pay for eighteen months, and by the 
ships which will leave R ochefort I shall have remitted the ordinary funds for 
the expenses of the colony, with an extraordinary fund a lar"e as I can 
arran"'e for th e works on the fortifications . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

[Not sign ed. l 
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HIGH PR[OES DUE TO VAST AMOUNT OF P APER 110:NEY 

M. Bigot. 

V crsailles, \ pri l 1st, 1755. 1 
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For the payment for these expenditures you may have bills of exchange 
,drawn, payable next year, by separating a;ri d extending as far as you can, the 
dates on which they fall du e. 

It is probable th at in thus fix ing the dates of maturity for next year, 
you may be able to bring about a r eduction in the expenditures in relation to 
the increases caused by the ex tension of the dates of the drafts made these 
last two years, as it is of the greatest importance to succeed in really bringing 
down the exces ive pri ces to which every thing has risen in Canada for some 
time past, and that the plan to accomplish this would no doubt be to cause all 
the expenses which are in curred on the King's account to be paid in coin, 
since it is to the immense quan1:ities of paper which have been circulated 
among the people fo r th ese expenses that must be attributed the excessive 
dearness which is making i tself felt in the colony. I would have decided to 
send fu nds in coined money this year for this purpose, if the situation of the 
Treasury hacl per mitted it, but that could not be done withou't great embar
rassment, as the Treasury must f urnish means for the payment of the drafts 
which are to be met in the course of this year; and you mus't, as well informed 
as you are, have some suspicion of the amount of these drafts. 

, Ve mu st, th erefore, postpone th is arrangement to another time. I shall 
direct all my effor ts to carrying i t out next year if it is possible, but in order 
to pu t you in a position to work towards that end with the necessary informa
tion, I shall require you to o-ive me the particulars. 

In the first place, i t is nece saTy for you to send me an exact statement 
of the si tuation of the colonial T reasury on the first of October next. A 
statement in which you shall set fo rth the amount of the expenses still to be 
paid the voln me of paper t o be retired for that purpose, and the amount of 
the ordinary and extraordin ary receipts wh ich may be thus employed. 

Y ou will attach to this s tatement an estimate of the expenditures to be 
undertaken 11ext ;rear, with another showing the ,·alne of the goods in Hie 
stores, the returns from which may serve for these expenditures. 

You will r eport to me as to the effect produced in the colony by the 
mont:y whi ch the troops of the Ji ue will circulate there. . 

And ;you will gi,·c me yom opinion respecting the qnant!ty of co1u:d 
money \Yh ich i t will be proper to send them, relatively to the obJect I have rn 
view, an opin ion whiC'h you will accompany with all the considerat ions which 
may rel ate thereto.2 

[Not signed. J 

1 The firs t part of th is document is omitted as it deals simply with the detailed 
arrangements for the payment of the land fo rces being sent out that year, and the 
accounts to be r endered in connection w ith them. The par t which is copied and here 
given r elates to t he media in which payment is to be made. 

2 Among the despatches for the next two years we have very li ttle deta il from 
Bigot in direc t r esponse to these inqui r ies and instruct ions, although he warns the 
minister from time to time, in genera l terms, as to the increasing expenditu res wh ich 
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NECESSlTY FOR E 'ONO:MY IN PUBLIC EXPENDIITURE 

Versailles, June 5, 1755. 
TO MESSRS. DE VAUDREUIL1 AND BIGOT. 

I have had, gentlemen, in the Ministry of Finance more than · one oppor
t1111i ty of hea r ing mention of the immense increases which have been taking 

are being incurred. In the report of M. Imbert of the Canadian Treasury to the min
ister, on February 2nd 1755 (given at p. 821) , we obtain some light on the increasing 
difficulties of providing a ccurate returns for the expenditures incurred at any one 
per iod, in so many different directions and at such remote posts, whence r eturns and 
special certificates issued for purchases came in at very uncertain intervals. In tbe 
course of a very interesting statement as to the nature of his functions and the 
difficulties incidental thereto, he says, among other things, that the operations going on 
in the interior of Canada are of such a varied nature and so detailed that he bas found 
it impossible to keep pace with them. They are really so comple.x that he should return 
to France to obtain the necessary instructions as to bow to deal with them. One of 
the chief difficulties is the enormous detail connected with the payment of the troops 
and the number of order s to be made dealing with the shifting of the soldiers about 
from one pos t to another, and the making of advances t o them from the 
King's stores at the various posts. The slowness of the returns from these 
permit of double payments, or the collection of pay before tbe obligations against it are 
received. Moreover, on the more distant expeditions, the money for the payment of 
the troops has to be entrusted to the officers accompanying them, and it is difficult to 
get from them proper returns or receip ts. Then there are the masses of circulating 
paper which com e back upon the treasurer annually, for conversion into bills of ex
change, and which come in with such a rush, just before the sailing of the last vessels, 
as to involve considerable risk of fraud and forgeries, of wh ich he gives some samples. 
As to the information sought by the minister regarding the effects produced in the 
colony through the introduction of considerable quantities of coined money, for the 
payment of the troops sent to Ca na da under Dieskau and Montcalm, there is found 
among the correspondence from Canada, about this t ime, a long memoir, anonymous 
an~ withou t date, though t he year is probably 1757, in which the whole question here 
raised is gone in to with the greatest penetration and a thorough knowledge of the 
situation, and which anticipates much of the best exper ience and r easoning of the ne.xt 
century. This is given at p. 845. In it Bigot's views, among others, are quoted. It 
was only very imperfectly comprehended, however, by the financial authorities of the 
time. 

1 Pierre-Francois de Rigau d, Marquis de Vaudreuil-Cavagna! was the last French 
Governor of Canada, h is appointment being dated 22nd March 1755. He was born at 
Montreal in 1704, being the third son of a previous governor of Canada, Philippe de 
Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudreuil (see note 1, p. 127). Entering the army he attained to 
the rank of captain in 1715 and t hat of major in 1726. He was appointed a Knight 
of St. Lou is in 1730. Hi s first administrative appointment was to the position of 
lieutenant-governor of Three Rivers in 1733. In 1742 be was selected as governor of 
Louisiana. H e r eceived the r ank -0f captain in t he Navy in 1746 and succeeded to bis 
father's ti tle of Marquis de Vaudreuil in 1748. It had been e.xpected in Canada that 
he would succeed to t he position of governor in succession to La Jonquiere in 1752, but 
the Marquis Duqu esne had been preferred, much to the disappointment of the Can
adians. Duquesne's olcl world conceptions of discipline ,and efficiency, when applied to 
the Canadians, r endered him very unpopular in the colony, hence there was much re
joicing when, in 1755, Vaudreuil was appointed to replace him as governor of New 
France, including Louisiana. It had been quite correctly inferred that, having been 
born in Canada a nd accustomed to the temperament of the Canadians and Indians, he 
would be more sympa thetic towards them t han the officers appointed directly from 
France. Vaudreuil fully understood the situation and found himself more or less 
forced into the position of champ ion of t he Canadian and I ndian forces, in the face of 
the criticisms passed upon them by the officers and troops from France. The latter 
insisted that methods, admissible in Indian warfare and in ra ids upon British frontier 
settlements, were qu ite unsuited to the important engagements connected wi th the 
final struggle between France and England in America. The unfor tunate jealousies 
ancl bickerings which r esu lted from these disputes did much to impair the efficiency 
of the French resistance during the last two years of the war. That the Home Gov
ernment had for a time almos t unlimited confidence in Vaudreuil is evident from the 
fact that they allowed him virtually a free hand in appointments and promotions in 
Canada. In t he memora nda of the King to serve as instructions fo r Vaud1·euil and in 
.those to serve as orders for i\Iontcalm, Vaudreuil is given practically completo military 
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pl ace for some yenrs past in the expenditures of Canada. I have been per-

and civ il command in Canada . E ven the jud icial and economic functions assigned to 
the intenda nt in t imes of peace were virtually cond it ioned by the orders of t he governor 
in time of wa r . Mon tcalm was instructed to take h is or ders from Vaudreuil, who was 
not requ ired, except a t h is own discr et ion, to consult h im in advance in planning any 
campa ign. Even when Montcalm and h is sta ff were in the midst of carrying out any 
mil itury operations t hese m igh t be inter rupted and altered at t he discretion of the 
governor; who might, indeed, dispense with them altogether and take over the com
mand in person _ Consider ing, however, tha t it would be to the general advantage in 
a ll mil itary operations tha t there should be unity of command, sub ject to the supreme 
mil itary a uthority of t he governor , t he minister sent conditionally to Vaudreui l an 
order from th e K ing to place t he Ca nad ian mil it ia under the command of Montcalm 
on the same basis as t he other troops. Vaudreu il, however, declined to t ran smit this 
order to Montca lm, giv ing as h is r ea sons that the F rench officers were accustomed to 
exact regu la r a r my d iscipl ine from thei r troops, but to t his t he Canadians were quite 
unaccustomed. T hey resented it so much tha t their usefulness in t he war would be 
greatly impaired if subjected to such d isci pline. The Canadians, as he explained, were 
ve ry independent and d iffi cu lt t o manage and it would be much better therefore to 
place t hem u nder separat e leadership so tha t more regard might be had to their 
feelings (see Vaudr eui l to t he minister, 16th Jan!lary, 1756, Serie C11 I , Vol. 101 , p. 1). 
Notwithsta ndi ng that Vau dreu il employed his extraord inary powers with considerable 
rest raint, Mon tcal m found th e posi t ion in wh ich he was placed so intolerable that, in 
1758, he forma lly r equested to be r ecalled. As that could not be considered, he was 
g iven a much freer hand in m ilitary matters a nd Vaudreu il was practically orde red to 
place the m ili t ia a nd Ind ians un de r h is command. Vaudreui l had no corresponding 
difficulties w ith the intenda nt Bigot and his associa tes, who early ingratia ted them
selves in h is fa vour and r etained it to t he end. In October, 1755, at t he close of the 
fi rst season 's exper ience w ith the economic administration of t he service, we find t he 
fo llowing eu logy of B igot's abilities and services: r eferring to his a r rangements for 
supplies at Montrea l for D ieskau 's expedi tion, he concludes :-"T his intendant, my Lord, 
has quite rare talents , h is r esourcefulness in all that pertains to t he efficiency of the 
ser vice is beyond w ords ; h is zeal a nd h is intelligence have greatly assisted me in all 
my under takings_ H e is foresighted, enterpr ising and indefat igable, although ever 
since he came to the colony he has never known a week of good health. It is very 
fo rtu nate my Lor d, t hat you have prevailed upon h im to return to the colony, a nd I 
can not conceal fro m you how difficult it would be to r eplace him unde r present condi
tions" (see S er ie cu I, Vol. 100, pp. 113-4) . As to Vaudreuil's share in the r espon
sibility for the excess ive expend itures in the colony a nd the irregularities in connection 
with t hese, it is to be r ecog nized that , as poi nted out so often by Bigot and others, 
he, as governor, alone h a d the author ity to authorize the expenditures connected with 
the variou s expedit io ns of th e Ca nad ians a nd Indians beyond the ordinary military 
Jines, as also a t t he variou s pos ts in t he west , where the commandants or chief officers 
were u nder h is con t r ol, an d, fo r the most part , selec ted and appointed by him. The 
agents and store keepers who represented the intendant were r equ ired to make their 
deliver ies of g oods a nd consequently t hei r requis itions on Montreal and their local 
p urchases , on t he au t hor i ty of t he commanda nts. At t he posts also, as well as at 
Mont real , t he I ndians were furnished with supplies on the authority of Vaudreuil 
through th e commandants. Va udreui l 's influence with the Indians was natura lly one 
of h is chief r ecommendations as governor. He h imself has told what part he took in 
these matters and how h e considered h is hands were forced by the Ind ians and other s 
in incurring such vast a nd ever increasing outlays. Wr iting to the minis ter on 
October 13 , 1756, h e states that on Bigot 's suggest ion he had issued add itiona l orders 
to the commandan ts a t the posts d irecting t hem to limit thei r expendi tures to what was 
absolutely necessary_ T he in tendant on h is part will r epeat his orders to the store 
keepers to be watchful against waste, a nd he will w r ite to all the agents of stores to 
put a stop to t he thefts which t ake p lace in t ransportation, or at least to discover the 
perpetrators. Vaudreuil then deals wi th the Ind ians, stating that owing to their 
insatiable g r eed, t he consu mption of provisions was enormous. Supplies for them 
constitute t he greater part of t he expenses of the King. H e tries to r estra in them at 
Montreal, but in spite of all h is effor t s they dema nd to be fitted out severa l t imes during 

26 541-5•1 
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fectly informed as to the embarrassments into which they have brought the 
Treasury of the Colonies, as well as the exceptional expedients which it was 
necessary to invent in order to meet the bills of exchange that have been drawn 
for the payment for these expenditures/ and I shall not conceal from you that 
it has come to my attention more than once that there is much that is unneces
sary goiug on, an-d that great abuses have crept iuto the expenditures that 
may be necessary. 

From this, you must perceive that one of the first objects which caught 
my attention in the examination I have made, since my advent to the Ministry 
of the Marine, of all parts of the Canadian administration, was the state of 
the :finances. But warned though I was as to the immensity of the excesses 
of the expenditure, of which I have heard complaints made for several years, 
I was far from imagining that they were as considerable as they prove to be. 
I have sought to find out the causes. It has appeared to me that the accounts 
which have been rendered do not justify the necessity of the expenses in a 
very satisfactory mann er. .And I confess to much difficulty in believing that 
all that bas taken place in this regard has been in accordance with rule and 
order. 

However that may be, we must think seriously of reducing the expendi
tures in Canada. Sligh t reductions will not do. They must be made propor
tionably to th e increases which have resulted for some t i.me in these expendi
tures. In spite of the special protection with which the Ring has honoured 
the colony until the present, and of which H .M. is giving such great proofs 
in the efforts he is making to provide fo r its security, he will soon be obliged 
to abandon it if we do not succeed in reducing its expenditures in proportion 
to what they were before the last war; and that is the chief object which 
.should engage all your care and attention. 

the same campaign. Th ey are always going to and retu rn ing from the army, or passing 
between the posts and Montreal, and he is forced to order them supplies for every 
trip. If they are refused anything they forthwith threaten to return to their homes. 
When they are fitted out for ten or twelve days they turn up again in a day or two 
saying that they have lost every thing and must be supplied with another outfit. They 
consume an extraordinary amount of brandy .and t he commanding officer is immediately 
in trouble should he refuse it. With reference to the thef ts and losses which occur 
during storage and transport, a consideration of such losses and waste has caused 
him to regard favourably the proposals of Sr. Cadet, which the intendant has sub
mitted to t he minist er, and which would be of much advantage in the longer e..xpedi
tions such as those to the Ohio. After further discussing these and other features of 
t he increasing expenditure in the colony, he concludes with the statement that whatever 
out lay is occasioned by th e measures which he decr~es throughout t he colony, he cannot 
curtail those which he consider s necessary :ilike for defence and offence, whatever be 
t he cost to the King_ H e therefore warns the minister that he does not expect the 
e.xpenditure to be r educed during the coming year as there are just as many t roops 
and militia to maintain, while the French troops and I ndians are going to the Ohio 
(see Serie en I, Vol. 101, pp. 121-5). It will be seen that throughout this and similar 
statements Vaudreui l frankly acknowledges that, as governor, he is responsible for 
authorizing and ordering the vast expenditure of the colony. It is quite true tha t 
under the cloak of this authority subordinate officers of both the governor and intendant 
were turning to their own profit t he furnishing of the supplies for these increasingly 
costly enterprises. Being naturally suspected of participation in the speculations and 
frauds which were carried on u nder his authority and the chief participants in wh ich 
he steadily defended, on his return to France after the capitulation of llfontreal in 1760 
he was committed to the Bastille. At the subsequent trial, however, his cha racte; 
was saved, although apparently at the expense of his intelligence, and he was acquitted. 
Thereafter he .appears to have made P aris his ch ief place of residence and died t her e 
in August 1778. 

2C541-54 ~ 
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It is ind eed upon you that this matter entirely depend, . If M. de 
Vaudreuil will confine h imself to necessary operations and M. Bigot will use 
~conomy in the ou tlays they occasion, it is certain that one will find consider
able red uctions. A nd to convince you more and more of what I expect from 
you both on the subject, I shall go into some detail s relative to this impor tant 
ma tter. 

The expendi tures "·hich take place in Canada are of two sorts: one may 
he regarded as fixed and ordina ry; the other as extraordinary, depending 
upon ci rcumstances, and is, of cou rse, va ri able. 

I t is upon the expenditures of the latter class th at the enormous excesses 
fall which have so heavily overbu l'dened the Treasu ry of the Colonies. But 
I have ob er ved, also, that the fixed and ordinary ex penditures are today 
much greater tban they were former!}, and that these increases have been 
going on insensibly through permitting items which at first we!'e granted only 
for extraordinary causes to fall into expenditures of this class. Thu s, in the 
fixed as well as in the variable expenditures there should be found many wh ich 
are susceptible of reduction ·and retrenchment. 

In the first place it is necessm·y fo r you to examine together the changes 
th at may be made in the fixed and ordinary expenditure. You should, for 
that purpose, discuss with one anothe1· all the i tems of th ose expendi tmes 
which are employed fo r the King's se!'vice, see ,1·ith "l"l'hat object each of the 
items was introdnced, ascer tain if these objects still contin ue in whole or in 
part, and determine the reduction or the retrenchment ,,bicb may be made. 
But it is particubrly ner;essar,r that you should observe in this rega rd that 
there should be no questi,)11 of distinguish ing between the purposes wh ich are 
common to you both and those which concern either of yon individually. Such 
an undertaking cannot be \Yell carried out except in so fa r as _vou both concur, 
wi thout partialit;v for the objects h:1ving to do with your indi ,·idnal funct ions, 
and with an equal desire to reduce the expenditures to what the good of the 
service may demand. 

It is equally necessary to take common action regarding the , ari able 
expenditures. In cases in which there is a question of extraordinary opera
ti ons, which depend upon l\ L de Vandreuil, it is not sufficient for him to 
exami uc whether they may be necessary in rel:1tion to the circumstances as 
th ey present themselves. H e must, in addit ion, brino- into consideration the 
expenditures they will give rise to, in order to see \\'hether the objects they 
b a,·e in view arc so important that the outlay for them mny not be spared. 
M. B igot, on his side, should follow the same rnle in the ex traordinary 
arrangements he may hal'e occasion to mnke in the sections wh ich concern 
him, in or der to make none bu t what are absolu tely necessary. But when 
there arc unavoidable operations to be undertaken, i t is to cutting dorn1 the 
expendi tures that you should devote yourselves, each in his O\\'ll sphere. 
l\i. de Vaudreu il rna:v, in order to avoid waste, cont ribute thereto by employ
ing no person on whose accu racy and in tell igence he cannot rely; and :ll. 
Bigot in care-fully maki ng the purchase of provisions and maintaining order 
in th e accounting for expenditnres. 

It is in this way th at yo n cftn give me the sat isfaction of being iu a posi
ti on to propose to the King arrangements for susta ining the colony, for , I 
i-epeat it, the effor ts which H .l\L is makin o- today for it will be the last, and 
nothing can preven t his abandoning it, if he shall have no reason to perceive 
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that you are bringing an effective attention to bear upon the reduction of the 
expenses. 

I hope he will fi nd evidence of such attention in the proposals you will 
have to send fo1· the estim ates of the King for the expenses of the coming year. 
It is for th e shaping of these proposals that you must have an ex,amination 
made of the fL'l'.ed expenditure to which I have just invited your attention. It 
is in these same proposals that you should submit to me an account of the 
result of thi s examination. .And this is how I would have you carry it out. 

You will draw up the proposal for the estimates of the ;King for the 
general expenses, and another for the charges on the Domain, in the ordinary 
form of chapters, and, by means of detailed notes opposite each item, you 
i,houlcl ex plain the pur pose of the expenses comprised in i t, the reasons for 
them, the changes of which they may be susceptible, and the reasons for such 
changes. 

You will be careful, also, in these proposals to arrange them as far as 
possible so that they enable me to prepare, together with the E stimates of the 
King for neA"t year, those of 17 57 ; I purpose hereafter sending this kind 
of estimate in advance, in or der that they may ;;erve as a rule. 

I have, in the meantime, had those for this year prepared and I am send
ing them to you. Y ou will see that the one relating to the charges on the 
Domain has been fixed on the foot ing of last year, wi th the exception of the 
item of 6,000 livres for the S eminary of St. Sulpice, which has been elimin
ated. I t is on the advice of Messrs. Duquesne and Bigot that this elimination 
was made. T hey proposed, also, to eliminate from the same estimate, 2,700 
livres which is devo ted to the maintenance of the cures and the building of 
churches and the i tem of 7,600 for part of the main tenance and subsistence 
of cures. But before proposing the elimination of these two items, I have 
been fortunate in coming to an understanding with the Bishop of Quebec, to 
wh om I have wri tten about it. I hope that in the examination which you will 
make of this estimate you will find other re trenchments to be made in i t. 

The estimate of the general expe11ditnres has also been adjusted as regards 
the principal ar ticles on the basis of that of 1754-. I have reduced to only 
40,000 livres the item appearing in the firs t chapter on account of unforeseen 
expendi tures which was r aised last year to 80,000 liVTes, and I count upon 
your proposing to me to remove it entirely, for expenditures of this nature 
should be reduced to a very sm all a.mount by means of the elimination of the 
certificates. 

Furthermore, I am not speaking on this occnsion of the expenditures 
which will be occasioned in the colony by the bodies of troops which H.hl. is 
sending there. :M. Bigot might send me a special account of these. But npon 
the care which :M. de \7 audreuil should take, not to have these troops make 
unnecessary movements, and upon the attention hl. Bigot will bring to their 
suppl ies, will principally depend the purposes of these expend itures. They 
will be examined with much minuteness and it will be vexatious on every 
account if they leave impressions unfavourable to the administration of the 
colony. 

[Not signed.] 1 

1 J ean-Baptist e de Macha ult D'Arnouville was at t his time Minister of Mar ine 
and Colonies, having taken over the position in J uly 1764. Previous to that he had 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 841 

been Comptroller of F ina nce a nd Keeper of the Seals. He was born 13th December, 
1701, being descend ed from a n ancient and h ighly est eemed fam ily of the Robe, 
several members of wh ich had filled important positions in the magistracy_ In 1738 
he was appointed Minister of Petitions. Although a man of exceptional ability, 
in tegrity and courage, he was equally noted fo r h is modesty and lack of a mbition. He 
had, however, discern ing friends in h igh places, who recognized the potential value of 
his services. One of these was d' Argenson, Minister of War, who induced him to 
become intendant of Hainault, of which Valenciennes was the cent re. Beyond this 
position Machault had no desire to rise , recognizing the difficulties wh ich beset t hose 
occupying h igh positions in the central government and who endeavoured to di scharge 
thei r duties with efficiency and integrity. He had seen Philibert Orry, Comptroller 
General of Finance, render himself obnoxious, on t he one hand, to those who wished 
to avoid the payment of their fair share of taxes, and, on t he other, to Mde de Pom
padour and her queue of patronage seekers, with t he r esult t ha t he went the way of 
the u pright official. Thereupon the King, partly of his own accord, having come to 
know the qualities of Machault, and partly upon the recommendation of the Chancellor, 
d' Ag uesseau, offered Macha ult the position of Comptroller of Finance, wh ich a t fir st 
he declined but was afterwards overpersuaded by the King. Recognizing the soundness 
of Orry's principles of finance, he followed his policy as nearly as possible, but could 
make little headway owing to the war period between 1745 and 1748. After the peace 
of A ix la Chapelle he set about putting the finances of the kingdom on a sound basis, 
t he central feature of which was the distribution of the burdens of taxation, as 
between the different sections of the nation, on fair and equitable principles. Here, 
however, like his predecessor, he met with strenuous opposition from those in high 
places and from the privileged classes generally. The cler gy and nobility in particular 
objected to being taxed on the same basis as the middle and lower classes. i\lachault, 
however, insisted on equitable treatment as the only sound and permanent principle of 
national finan ce. The Crown, subjected to the concentrated influences of the two 
highest social <'lasses, had not the courage to support Machault. He therefore gave 
up t he department of the treasury , which thereby lost its last hope of financia l sa lva
t ion, none of his successors down to the Rernlution being able to cope with the 
difficu lties which beset them. The ultimate suspension of specie payment was only a 
question of time, involving in the interval, depreciation of the paper cur
r ency of Canada through the loss of confidence in the bills of exchange given 
for it. Although virtually driven from office by the influences su r rounding the court, 
Machault reta ined the personal confidence of the King. In J uly 1754 he took over the 
Department of Marine and Colonies, retaining also the office of Keeper of the Seals 
transferred to h im in 1750 at the time of d'Aguesseau's fall. In the Department of 
Mar ine he was particularly successful in reviving the quality and spirit of the F rench 
navy. He placed the leadership in the ablest hands available, such as those of La 
Galissonniere, the former governor of Canada, who defeated Admiral Byng in an 
historic encounter, with tragic results for the latter. I n the colonial branch of the 
department, after making a comprehensive survey of the existing situation and wi th 
his experience in the Department of Finance, he made the important decla ration of 
policy embodied in the documenL here given, and with appropriate instructions fo r t he 
gu idance of t he governor and intendant of New France. H is successor , i\loras, 
decla r ed, 22nd June, 1757, that after the peace he intended to carry out the resol utions 
of Machault, to settle on a fixed sum as an appropriation for the colony, to send out the 
est imates in advance and refuse to recognize any extra expenditure (see Serie B, 
Vol. 105, P. 160). Still resisting the strong forces of court favouritism and pat rona~e, 
he ultimately fell a victim to the animosity of i\lde. de Pompadour who had him 
ban ished from the court in January, 1757. The helpless monarc~ _again expressed 
to him his personal regret at losing so capable and upright a minister . i\fachault 
r et ir ed to his seat at Arnouville where he witnessed the downfall of a system which 
he was not permitted to aid in reforming. In 1792, after the fall of the Bastille and 
dur ing t he Revolution he removed to Rouen. He was thrown into prison in 1794, 
and ther e he died t he following yea r, the victim of the violent reaction against those 
very fo r ces which had for merly driven himself from office. 



TOM. nIGOT. 

CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 

PAYMENT OF THE TROOPS I N SPECIE 
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The funds sent amount to 1,266,897 livres, which have been packed in 
18 casks, to be divided among the three shi ps and the three frigates, which 
are leaving Brest; and M. Hocquart will address to you a statement of the 
division. The pay of the six battalions with the allowances of the general 
officers and of those on the staff until the 1st of October next year, will amount 
to only 1,020,287 livres, and for the pay for one year of the two battalions 
which are at Ile Royale the sum of 2-16,610 livres remaining from that of 
1,266,897 livres is allocated. 

There is then the question of forwarding this sum of 246,610 livres to 
Louisbourg. hl. Beaussier1 will undertake the transportation of it. You will 
arrange with him the embarkation of this fund on the vessels under bis orders; 
and it will be necessary to have this operation conducted with the greatest 
secrecy possible. M. Beanssier has been advised on this point. 

[}{ ot signed] 

1 Louis-Joseph de Beaussier de Lille was born at Toulon in 1700. Entering the 
navy at t he age of fourteen, he was in command of a frigate in 1744 and captain of 
a vessel in 1749. H e was selected to transport Montcalm and his army to Canada in 
1756. His squadron sailed from Brest on March 14th, and consisted of the capital 
ships L e H eros ·and L a Sirene and four other vessels as transports for the troops and 
supplies. Among the latter may be included the large sums in specie referred to in this 
document and which were provided in order that the troops might not suffer from 
the discounts affecting the paper money in Canada. Beaussier effected the transport 
safely and set out immediately on another expedition for which he held secret orders. 
This was evidently to Lou isbourg, where also he delivered a large amount in specie. 
Vaudreuil reported on 17th June that Beaussier had returned to France with two ships 
of the line. The m inister expressed surprise that after leaving Louisbourg he had gone 
by way of t he straits of Belle Isle, but this was due to his hav ing encountered a number 
of British vessels cruising off Louisbourg. After h is return to France Beaussier was 
in frequent engagements with the English, but his inferior forces called for strategic 
retreat rather than d irect conflict. He was to have commanded the expedition to 
Louisbourg in the early part of 1758, but illness prevented and the command passed 
to another. In March of the same year, however, the situation at Louisbourg being 
very critical and Beaussier having sufllciently recovered, his section of the fleet was 
chosen for the dangerous enterprise of relieving that important base, which it was 
learned was to be made the centre of a strong British attack. Other French vessels 
were directed to assemble there to aid Beaussier 's all too modest squadron. Contrary 
winds delayed his departure from Brest until about the 10th of April. When he sailed 
he carried with h im an additional batallion of foreign troops, evidently the Swiss 
contingent which later proved somewhat t roublesome. He safely r eached his destina
tion but soon found his vessels bottled up in the harbour by the British fleet. Soon 
recognising the h opeless nature of the situation as regards his fleet, Beaussier and 
the other naval officers proposed t he escape of the fleet about the 8th of June, when 
such an attempt was considered still possible. The Council at Louisbourg refused its 
consent. As a result, the whole fl eet was either burned or captured and the officers 
and men taken prisoners. Beaussier's exchange was secured in 1762. He was raised 
to the rank of post-captain and appointed captain of the port of Brest. The same year 
he was selected by the minister of Marine to accompany the Comte d'Esta ing on a 
romantic expedition for the conquest of Brazil, the chief American dependency of 
Portugal, the ally of Britain. In his instructions to Beaussier the minister demanded 
that Rio de J aneiro must be attacked at all hazards and the most desperate risks 
taken Tegardless of consequences, save only that the enemy should suffer at least as 
much as the French, the chief object of t he expedition being to restore public con-
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Despatch of specie to the Colony of Canada in 1755 and 1756; criticism ofi 
this operation, ill-eff ecls which it has produced. 1 

When in 1755 the Ring deemed it proper to despatch troops from France 
to Canada, there were sent to the colony, funds in specie for the pay and sub
sistence of those troops. 

This operation has been recognized as unfor tunate in the effects it has 
produced, and it will be interesting to go into the matter, to understand the 
mistake which bas been made, and not to fall into it again. 

L etter from the JVfinist er to M. Bigot, of April 1, 175S2 

Here is what the minister first wrote on this subject to the Intendant of 
the colony. H e authorized him to draw bills of exchange for the expenses 
of these troops, payable in the following year, and separating the dates of their 
maturi ty as far as possible. 

Here, then, are some observations on this letter of the minister :-
It is certain that, in fixing at short terms the elates of maturity of the 

drafts on France, they ,...-ould succeed in lowering the price of commodities in 
Canada, for the merchants who may receive their payments in card money 
for which they are given at the treasury, bills of exchange on France payable 
at terms of two or three years, cannot indemnify themseh-es for this delay, 
except by selling their wares at a higher price. With regard to the expedient 
of sending coin to the colony, it cannot produce an,y good effects, but on the 
contrary many inconveniences. 

'When one r eflects on the nature and purpose of money, which is t-0 repre
sent goods, and generally everything that is the subject of trade, i t is easily 
perceived that it makes littl e difference whether this money be in metal or in 
cards, provided that it fully performs its function as the representative and 
measure of goods; that it matters not to the country people and merchants that 
they have only card money, if with this money they are able to satisfy all their 
wants in the colony, and if, when desired, they can convert it into specie ii.1 
France. 

It is by no means the card which enhances the price of commodities, but 
the delay in the payment of the bills of exchange on France. The volume of 

fid ence in t he French navy. Apparently he satis fied the minister, for on his return he 
was raised to the rank of commodore. He died in 1765. 

1 The r ef erence made by Doreil, Commissary General of the troops (see note 1, 
p. 857) in the beginn ing of the extract from his despatch to Paulmy, as given at p. 853, 
would seem to indicate that he was the writer of this memoir. The subject of it 
natura lly fell within the sphere of h is executive duties. In any case it is a very able 
discussion of the subject dealt with, alike in the light of the concrete facts treated and 
the essentia l function s of money-metallic and paper-in both domestic and foreign 
trade. He refers to the efficiency, and even the super iority of paper money a s compared 
with metallic money, when the former is readily convertible into bills of exchange on 
t~e mother country and these are promptly paid at maturity. The correctness of this 
Vl!)W was afterwards abundantly demonstrated in the employment of the British Army 
Bills in Canada, under simi lar circumstances, during the war of 1812-15. 

2 Given at p. 829. 
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paper distributed throughout the colony is also a cause of this enhancement, 
but it is not because it is paper. It is because it makes a surplus of money in 
trade; if all the paper and cards were converted into specie an equal quantity 
of specie would give rise to the same enhancement. 

It is therefore erronous to believe that it is necessary to send specie to 
Oanada, in order to lower the price of co=odities there. On the con
trary, coin can produce none but ill effects in that colony; how, indeed, can it 
be supposed that card money can stand against the competition of money in 
coins; it would be necessary to send over enough to retire all the paper, which 
would be too large an undertaking to be considered, and the results of which 
would be useless, for the country could certainly not retain all this coined 
money, and part of it would necessarily be returned to France and perhaps 
pass even into foreign countri es. 

L etter to M. Vaudesir. Minutes des autres lieux, 17551 

The minister did actually send to Canada in 1755 a fund of about 
1,200,000 livres for the pay of the French troops sent there. 

The first misfor tune which followed was the loss of the sum of .. . . . . 
which was taken by the English from the vessels l'Alcide and le L-is. 

Here follows what M. Bigot the Intendant wrote as to the effects which 
this money might pr oduce in the colony. 

llf. Bigoi' s letter of Nov. 8, 17 56. 

" I can assure yon ( says the J ntendant) that the coined money will not 
bring down the price of the co=odities. 

" As far as concerns the colonial produce, it is the well-being of the 
inhabitants 0£ the country districts, and the good cheer which those of the town 

1 For the letter here r eferred to, in which the order is given to Vaudesir to send 
1,255,389 livres in specie to Cana da and the distribution to be made of it specified, see 
Serie B, Vol. 102, p . 16. "Minutes des autres lieux 1755", is part of the title of the 
volume of despatches. 

Baudard de Vaudesir was one of the important officials connected with the 
treasuries of the Marine and the Colonies. According to the system introduced in 
1749, he was Compt roller of the T reasury of the Marine, and also one of the two 
Treasurers General of the Colonies He and his colleagues officiated in this office in 
alternate years . Thus we find him i"n charge of the office in the years 1753, 1755, 1757, 
and 1759. In 1754, and p oss ib ly in 1756, M. de Baullonge, his colleague, was in charge. 
In 1757 the latter became for a short t ime Comptroller General of the national 
Treasury. M. P erichon t hen became the colleague of Vaudesir. Under bad manage
ment and the drai n of ext ravagance and corruption the National Treasury became 
unequal to the dema nds upon it , and t he annual bills of e.,change from the colonies 
were div ided into three parts, the payment of them being e.,tended over three years. 
Under th is sys tem each Treasurer General of the Colonies had to follow up and make 
payment of the bills drawn during his year of active service. Even after the conquest 
of Canada Va udesi r continued his connection with the financial affairs of the colonies 
during the prolonged per iod of r eparation and liquidation. He seems to have been 
the buffer between the clamorous shipowners and army contractors of the government 
and the officials of a banln·upt treasury, the latter finding it convenient to take shelter 
behind his reputed refusal to admit the validity of the claims of the former. Vaudesir 
was also appointed to take custody of the properties of those connected with the Can
adian adminis tration which w ere sequestrated, pending the trials of these officials by 
the special court cons tituted for that purpose at the Chatelet in 1762. 
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wish to en joy, that are the sole causes of the clearness. The most ordinary 
artisan and workman eats of the best, as if he were the first citizen of Quebec, 
nncl the countryman takes home with him for his own use what he cannot sell 
in the ma1·ket at Lhe price he fixes. The workman is not, indeed, for that 
reason, richer; on the contrary, he is not sick a week without being reduced 
to the alms of the cure." (But it makes no difference, this mode of living 
increases consumption grnatly, and as a consequnce gives rise to clearness.) 

" It is only since the large expend i tures which the King began in Canada, 
that this dearness in commodities has prevailed, and it increases every year, 
particularly thi s last, because of the 11nusual number of the King's vessels. 

" I have seen and known until the present that it is the greater or less 
cons1rn1ption which determines the pr ice of commodities, and not the paying 
for them in paper. As for the supplies from France, their dearness is occa
sioned only by the remoteness of the periods at which the bills of exchange fall 
due, which run on as fa r as three years. The merchant would prefer paper 
to coins, provided that, when be returns it to the Treaslll'y, he is given drafts 
payable in the fo llowing yen r, and if there were only coin in the colony, those 
who wish Lo make r emittances to France would return it to the Treasurer to 
procure bills of exchange on France. They would not risk sending specie by 
sea in time 0£ war. " 

M. ,Bigot adds to these a consillerat ion which seems to me decisive against 
the introduction of money into Canada. It is that the inhabitant will be 
more in earnest in defending his country, when interest induces him thereto, 
and lie will be forced to do thi s when he refl ects that if it were taken by the 
enemy he wolll cl lo e the trea ury paper and the card money "·hich he bad 
been hoarding for a long time, whereas, if he bad coin in his coffer, to pass under 
another rule would be a matter of indi fference to him. 

F or all these reasons, and without speaking of the risk which the King 
woul <l incur from send i11g peci e to the colony, 11. Bigot is of opinion that 
there is nolhing better for the couutry than paper or card money, prov ided 
tha t wh at may be returned to the T rea ury is retired by drafts payable in the 
following yea r. The merchandise from France in the latter case '-Oulcl rnvert, 
in time of peace, to its ordinary prices. It would not be the same with colonial 
produce. The prices of that will always be high so long as the Kiug makes a 
considerable expendi ture in the colony ; it will lead every one of those who 
benefit from i t to spend mor e in their own homes, either on themselves or in 
the employment of workm en. 

\Vb at :i\ L Bigot says is Yery goorl, but is not expressed clearly. He makes 
a di stinction between foreign goods and domestic supplies which is not exact. 
What does he mean by domestic supplies, and what by foreign goods? I 
oelieve that his a1·g ument may be red need to what follows: 

The cl earness 0£ supplies or foreign goods ari ·es from two causes: 
1 ° The extension of the periods at wh ich drafts on France fall clue, 

which compels the rnercli an t to indemnify himself for the interest caused by 
the ·deferring of the payments, by selling at higher prices. 

2° The expenditures made by the King in the colony, which extend 
prosperi ty, increase consumpt.ion, and in consequence raise the price of 
domestic supplies. With regard t o the presence of money in trade, it is a 
matter entirely useless and indifferent, in no way influencing the price of 
domestic supplies. Whence i t follows that there are 1but two means of 
reducing .the price of supplies. The first is to give for the paper or cards 

265'11-56 
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returned to the Treasury, bills on F rance payable 1at the shor test terms pos
sible, and the second is to diminish the -expendi ture of the "Ki ng in the colony. 

Notwithstanding all these considerat ions, M. Bigot, to satisfy the demands 
for information, gives an account of the situation of the treasury in the 
colony and he shows that it would be necessary to commence by sending 
2,300,000 livres to retire both th e notes in the treasury and the million of card 
money which circulates in trade, and then 7,000,000 for the current expendi
tures and those to follow. 

Nole :- It is all lhe more 
impossible at p1·esent ( 17 58) 
since it would be necessary 
to send over f oui·teen or fi f
teen millions of specie to 
Canada, in order to malce i t 
all good. 

I ask if we are in a position to send such 
a sum to Canada? Whether we can or whether 
we wish to, it is not at all necessary to 
send any there, -as I have already observed, for 
how will the paper and cards bear up against 
the competition of the money 1 And indeed, 
i t appeared from 1755 that this competition 
-would likely be 'fatal to the cards and paper 
of the colony ; for M. Bigot remarks: 

" That there is not an ecu in trade or in the market, as the iubabitants 
-0r those domi ciled in the country who do not contemplate ever returning to 
France, give 7 francs of paper or card money for an ecu of 6 livres, and they 
lock up those ecus without delay1

. The merchant makes no effort of this sort, 
because he does not wish to keep this money. Many officers of the French 
troops as well as the sold ier make a profi t on their money, others save it for their 
return to France, having no occasion to spend it." In a word, l L Bigot 
claims tha t the money sent to the colony is productive of no good whatever, 
and that the only result is that , instead of 1,000,000 of cards which the 
.inhabi tants store in their coffers, as the best money, they will preserve it, if 
they can, in money, and that the cards will be returned to the Treasury, and 
it was obsen·ed already (at the time ). [. Bigot wrote) that more ~ as being 
-returned th an usunl. 

Minutes des au tres lieit--i;, 1756, fol. 87 

N otwi tbstanding these representations of M. Bigot, to which I have not 
seen a reply, they began again in 1756 to send money both to Canada and to 
De Royale, to the amount of 1,267,571 livres.2 Out of this sum, there has 
been again lost th e sum of .. .. .. , which was taken by the English from 
the 

I do not know whether, before making this second remittance, the reasons 
for and agaiust were well weighed, and whether :hl. Bigot was informed of 
the reasons they had for continuing to send money to Canada, against his 
reasoned opinion in the lette r from which the above extract was made. 

1 T his reveals an impor ta nt fact connected with the question as to the e.."\.-tent 
to which the p easantry and small tradesmen of Canada suffered from t he severe 
depreciation and ultimate non-payment of the French paper cur rency issued in Canada. 
As stated here, a nd frequently r eferred to elsewhere, practically all the coined money 
sent to Canada a nd Lou isbourg for t he pay of the a rmy, passed into the hands of the 
permanent population of the colony and remained there until after the conquest . The 
higher social element converted a considerable portion of it in to silver plate of simple 
but artistic designs. After t he permanent establishment of British rule much of what 
r emained in the shape of coin emerged from the t radit ional "stock ings" or small 
domestic hoards. It became, indeed, a very large and officially recognized fa~tor in the 
currency of Canada for thr ee quar t ers of a century af ter its fi rst arrival in t he colony 

2 See t he preceding document. • 
2G 5H-66 ! 
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L etter of M . Bigot, dated . ...... ... ... . 
I do not know the date of this Jetter from M. Bigot, which 
has only come into my hands, without my having the time to 
make an abstr act of i t. I have tr ied to find it since without . 
success, but I am certain that it cor.tains a11 I cite from it, 

H owever that may be, the Intendant has complained of this second
remittance, which has thrown the card money into such discredit that, to 
maintain it, be bas been obl iged to make it known throughout the colony that 
he would not give bills of exchange on F rance to any but holders of the ca rds 
and the paper of the colony, and that he would refuse those who brought on ly 
money to the Treasury. 

This necessa ry expedient t.o which M. Bigot was forced to have recourse 
to repair the confusion which was caused in the colony by the competition of 
specie with car ds and paper, has given r ise to complaints on the part of the 
.officers of the French troops, who are thereby depr ived of the advantage which 
they found , owing to the favour which coined money bad obtained over the 
money and the paper of the colony. 

Thus i t is that an ill-advised operation entail s vexatious consequence~, 
not only so long as it lasts, but even sometimes when there is an effort made 
to rectify it . l\lbat, indeed, is going to be done at present ? Will they cease 
to send out spec~ ? The French troops, accustomed to be pa id in money, and 
to make a profit npon it, \Yill complain loudly, and bow are they to be 
appeased ?1 On the other band , if they continue to send out money, cards will 
fall into total discred i t, and note-shaving w.ill rage in the colony, for it is to 
be noted that note-shm·ing owes its birth to the competition of two currencies, 
·one of which has an advantage over the other. If there were -0nly paper in 
Canada, there would be no note-shav ing. 

[Not signed.] 

III 

JlI . Doreil to M. de Pattlmy2 

Quebec, 25th October, 17573 

Uy Lord 

But I must not dispense treating of one ,ery interesting article relating 
to the cessation of the payment of the French troops in specie; have the good
ness, my Lord, to cause the memoir I had the honour to address you in the 
fall of 1755, to be laid befo re you again, also my letter of the 30'h of October, 
1756, to Count d'Argenson.1 You will see the difference it makes for the 

1 This is further discussed in t he document which follows. See also Montcalm to 
M. Moras, Minis ter o.f Marine and Colon ies, 19th February, 1758, given in N.Y. Docu
ments , Vol. X , p. 687. 

2 Antoine-R ene de Voyer-d'Argenson, Marquis de P aulmy was Minister of War 
from February 1s t, 1757, to Februar y 25th, 1758. He was a nephew of Comte de 
Voyer-d'Argenson, the Minister of War fro m J anuary, 1743, to F ebr uar y 1st, 1757. 
The Marquis de Paulmy was born at Valenciennes, 22nd November, 1722, a son of 
Rene-Louis de Voyer, Marquis d'Argenson, t hen I ntendant of Hainault and a brother 
of Comte d'Argenson_ His fa mi ly had destined him for the legal profession in which 
many of h is ancestors had distinguished t hemselves. Completing his studies in law 
he passed rap idly th rough the minor stages of the profession, reaching the r ank of 
Councillor of State before t he age of twenty-one. He justified his r apid promotion, 
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troops to be paid in F rench coin or in paper of the country, and the means I 
had proposed last year to 11. de }\'[achau1t as well as to Count d' Argenson to 
continue the payments in specie, w ithout however having the trouble of send
ing any from France; a very advantageous means, besides, for the Ring's 
interest, since they would save not only the expense and risks attending the 
transport of silver, but even advancing the necessary funds one year. The 
Marquis de Montcalm2 having made the same representations, it could not 
be supposed th at I was nlone in my opinion. The critical moment has arrived; 
the fund s are exhausted; the battal ions of La R eine, La Sarre, R. Rousillon 
Languedoc, Guyenne and Bearn have not received their pay in French coin 
since the firs t of September, and the two battalions of Berry, respecting which 

although h is family influence continued to be a strong factor in his personal success. 
When his uncle was made Minister of War he created the position of Commissary 
General of W ar, to which was appointed his nephew Pauliny, who discharged the 
function s quite efficiently. He p ersonally accompanied the armies to Flanders and 
Italy, improving conditions from both the mi litary and financial points of view. About 
the same time h is f ather, the Marquis d'Argenson, became Minister of F oreign Affairs 
and the son w as entrusted wit.h many delicate commissions. In 1748 he became a 
member of the Academy, being himself distinguished in literature and a patron of 
letters. After the peace of 1748 his father left the ministry. On the 4th December of 
that year Paulmy became Ambassador to Switzerland and secured the abolition of the 
French law which prevented anyone from the Protestant cantons of Switzerland from 
entering the French service. Returning to France in 1751, he again entered the De
partment of W ar under the patronage of his uncle. When his uncle was banished 
in 1757, Paulmy succeeded him; but realized that he filled the position only on suffrance. 
He therefore retired on March 22nd, 1758. The King endeavoured to break his fall 
by declaring that he should stilJ be consulted in an advisory capacity. This accounts 
for the continuation w ith him of the confidential correspondence of Montcalm and 
several of the other French officer s. It is evident from their letters that they regarded him 
with great respect and p ersonal confidence. At the same time, since the war in Canada 
was condu cted under the ministry of marine, Paulmy could act only in an indirect 
manner and evidently without any control of the Canadian and Indian auxiliaries who 
were entirely under the direction of Vaudreuil. Finding that he had no real power 
he retired altogether in 1762, taking the ,position of Ambassador to Poland. In 1766, 
he became Ambassador to Venice, but being denied a similar position at Rome in 1770, 
he finally retired to private life and the cultivation of his per sonal intellectual tastes. 
In this connection he a ccumulated a remarkable l ibrary of over one hundred thousand 
volumes. H e died 13th August, 1787. 

3 Translation revised from New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 652. 
1 Pierre-Marc de Voyer de P a ulmy, Comte d'Argenson, son of the Marquis 

d'Argenson and uncle of the Marquis de P aulmy, (see previous note) was born 17th 
August, 1696, and died at P aris 20th August, 1764. He became King's advocate at 
the Court of the Chatelet at the early age of twenty, and was appointed a councillor 
of Parliament two years later, with special di spensation as to age; and lieutenant of 
police the followi ng year, 1720. He was Intendant of Touraine for a couple of years, 
1722-24; then Councillor of State 1729, and Intendant of Paris and its district in 1740. 
In this capacity he was a m ember of t he Bureau of Commerce. In 1742, he succeeded 
M. de Breteuil a s Secretary of State for Wa r, which important position he held until 
February 1st, 1757. H e was also a member of the King's Council of State for Finance, 
from May 1744. As Minister of Wa r he effected many notable reforms and was greatly 
respected by the bes t officers of the army, notably by Montcalm and his staff who had 
been selected by him for the campaigns in Ca nada. Like his father and other members 
of this distinguished family, he was a liberal patron of arts and letters. The famous 
Encyclopedia was dedicated to him by De Lambert and Diderot. He was also the con
fidential friend of Voltair e. H e became involved with Machault in the struggle against 
the power and policy of M-de. de Pompadour and shared the same disgrace in defeat. 
He left the Department of W ar F ebruary 1st, 1757, being exiled from the Court to his 
estates at Ormes, where he passed the last six years of his life, returning t o Paris 
only after. t he death of Mde. de Pompadour and shortly before his own demise. 

2 Loms-Joseph, Marquis de Montcalm, was the well known French general who 
succeeded to the command of the troops in Canada after the capture of Baron Dieskau 
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I had the honou r to wri te you, my Lord, a letter in detail on the 15th of 
August last, which I beg you to cause to be laid before you again, have not 
been able to get their pay since t he 11:h of April, the day they embarked, 
except in paper of Lhe colony. 

We cannot doubt that the Cour t bas paid at tention to all our representa
tions, and, being perfectly aware of the time the funds would be exhausted, 
if it has not judged proper to transmit some new ones, that it has at least 
issued provisional orders equivalent thereto. But we must beli eve and are 
persuaded in fact, that the letters which determined an object so important, 
have been lost on the passage, like the list of the promotion of the Colonial 
Staff and the Ribbons and Crosses of St. Louis granted to the two corps. 

By paying in specie, the King intended to procure for the expatriated 
French troops an advantage, and it was real. With coin the officer procm ed 
all the necessaries of life cheaper, ei ther by purchasing them in the colony or 
by having them brought from F r ance, by means of mercantile bills of 
exchange which he could procure for specie without any loss and which he 
could not obtain with the country bills of credit, except by submitting to 
delays and discounts which are scarcely compatible with the small for tune 
of the soldier . T o afford yon , my Lord, a clear idea of the difference, suffice 
it to inform you that the bills of exhange drawn this year by the Treasurer 
of the colony, against the bil ls of credit and notes which constitute the cur
rency of the country, have been drawn, as has been usual for some years, viz. 
payable in three terms, one-fourth in 175 , one-half iu 1759, aud the remain
iug fourth in 1760; which, in negotiating these bills, necessitates a discount 
of 18 per cent on one-four th, of at least 12 per cent on oue-half, 'l>ithout 
speaking of the first term of one-fourth wh ich does not fall due lmtil next 
June. By what fa tali ty does it become necessary that the pay of the officers 
should dimini sh in proportion to the prolongation of the sojourn of the F rench 
troops in Canada? And that, by a concatenation of circumstances which suc
ceed each other, wlt ieh concur therein and one after another render themselves 
so much the rnore sensible. Things have reached the point at which such pay 
can no longer be regard ed as advantageous; on the contrary, it is at present 
nowise proportionate to the excessive dearness of every con11I1odity, which is 
daily increasing and will advance higher, whereby the officers are, after hav iug 
exhausted the King's allowance, reduced more and more to mea ns so much 
the more di ffic11lt and bnrclensorne, in that their resomces are in another· 
hemisphere. In regard to the soldier, I propose 110 additional pay; bis n!lo 'l>
ance in Canada is only too good whilst that of the officer is insuffic iently so. 

[Aitlograph Signal1tre] D onEIL 1 

in 1756. Duri ng t he campaigns of 1757 a nd 1758 he gained severa l brilliant v ictor ies 
over the Br itish forces, but was u ltimately besieged in Quebec in 1759. He was mor tally 
wounded in the Battle of the Plains which decided the fa te of the city and ultimately 
of Ca nada. Many sketches of h is life and several important biograph ies have been 
written. Francis Par kman's "Montcalm a nd Wolfe" is an English classic. A ver y full 
account of h is career, wit h special r ef erence to his operations in Canada , will be found 
in his most recent biography, L e 11'larq11is de Montcalm (Chapa is) , Quebec 1911. 

1 M. Doreil had apparently en tered the royal service in France in 1749 a nd had. 
proved h imself a very in telligent a nd effi cient office r. In the spring of 1755 he was 
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selected as t he most competent person for the important position of Chief Commissary 
of War for th e s pecial military expedi tion to Canada under baron Dieskau. This 
expedition consisted of s ix battalions of land troops, two of which, under secret instruc
tions, were afterwa rds diverted to Louisbourg. Dorei l's instructions were dated 25th 
March, 1755 (Sfric B, Vol. 101, P. 192). From these it appears that all t he expen
di ture connected with the troops , from the t ime of their embarking at Brest until 
thei r return to France, was to be charged to the Department of Marine and Colonies, 
under the supervis ion of the Intendant of New France, at that time M. Bigot. The 
specific duties of M. Doreil were to prepare a nd keep up to date an exact record of 
the personnel of the troops, their respective ranks, distri bution of various local 
services, condition, temporary or permanent absence from active service, and the 
incorporation of recruits. The record must also include the wives, children, servants, 
etc., attached to the army. He had supervision likewise of t he hospitals and t heir 
equipment, the keeping of an exact record of all advances made to t he officers and 
troops and all supplies furni shed to the army, a complete account of which must be 
rendered to the intendant who is authorized to furnish them with a proper discharge 
of the advances or payments made by the treasurer of the colony. The administrative 
deta ils in connection with all these duties will be furnished by the military authorities 
in accordance with the instructons prescr ibed by the Department of War and sanc
tioned by the K ing, and which afford the guide and author ity for the intendant in 
providing for the military r equirements. H is special functions in connection with 
the expenditures are to carefully guard and economize the various supplies furnished 
by the intendant for the use of the troops, whether in the field or in garrison. This 
will involve frequent consultation with t he intendant in connection with the army 
supplies, and the intendant w ill keep h im informed and instructed on all such matters. 
Where, however, under the exigencies of active military operations, it may be 
impossible to con fer with the intendant, he may act independently, rendering after
wards a full report to him of t he situation and the action so taken. Doreil came to 
Canada in the fl agship of t he commodore of the fl eet, Sr. Dubois de la Mothe, who 
brought the army to Canada. In the same vessel were the new Canadian Governor 
and Mde Vaudreuil , Baron de Dieskau, and Chev. de Montreuil. Doreil's personal 
effects , however, were in another sh ip, !'Alcide, which was one of the two French vessels 
captured by a section of Boscawen's fleet. The loss which he thus incurred, estimated 
at 12,000 livres, was afterwards made good to him. On his arrival he immediately 
prepared the prescribed r egister of t he army which he kept accurately posted. He 
also put the hospital service in such condition that it was the subject of very favour
able comment by Montcalm and other officers. Yet some of the army surgeons sent out 
were not only incompetent but vicious, and under their management the hospital 
services in the field were so bad as to be bitterly complained of by llfontcalm and 
others. One of the first reports which Doreil had to make to the lllinister of War , 
Comte d' Argenson, 25th October, 1755, was that as to the defeat and capture of Baron 
Dieskau with his aide Bernier and other officers and troops, in the attack upon St. 
Frederic. In this connection one cannot but observe the existence of the jealousy and 
friction between the officers and troops from France and those from Canada. While 
evidently subject to these influences, Doreil states that he has sought to render himself 
as agreeable a s possible to Vaudreuil as commander-in-chief as well as governor. That 
he h ad eviden t ly succeeded in t his is apparent from the favourable report of Vaudreuil 
to the min iste1· in his firs t reference to the commissary. He got on very well, also, 
with the Intendant Bigot, with whom, owing to the constant correlation of their duties, 
there were constant opportunities, if not t emptations for serious friction. Bigot , he 
says, did not interfere in purely military matters; a nd when Doreil had specified what 
was to be procured and the price which ought to be paid, Bigot as a rule simply 
affixed h is order and the treasurer paid the account. He makes a point, he says, of 
always treating the intendant with respect and he reciprocates with politeness and 
attention . Dorcil was naturally pleased to find that both Bigot and the other officers 
treated him as having the rank and authority of a directing commissary, and addressed 
him by th at title. As he considers t h is only natural and proper, in view of the functions 
which he has to discharge, he hopes the minister· will not do anyth ing to counteract 
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J.[emorcindum of the R epresentations and R equisitions made to M. de Moras,1 
Nov . Jf, 1757. 

You know, my Lord, that when the troops of the line were sent to this 
colony, orders li ad been g iven that they should be paid in coin. They 

this impress ion, but that, on t he contrary, he wi ll be pleased to officially confer on him 
th is rank. In supporting this claim he makes a characteristic official appeal in his 
letter to d'Argenson, 28th October , 1755. He is now, he says, at the close of t he sixth 
year of continuous ser vice. H e has left a ll his personal possessions in France, includ ing 
children in t he cradle , a nd has compromised hi s economic interests and exposed his 
life, and is overwh elmed with the labours of his office. He had expected to have had 
a deputy to ass ist him in Canada, bu t w ill be content with one to represent him in 
Louisbourg and thus avoid d iffi cult ies with the sub-intendant Prevost who discharges 
the duties of t he office t her e. As a matter of fact he had a very efficient secretary in 
Ca nada, one Rochette (see note 1, p . 959) whom he employed as a deputy and whose 
efficiency he cons tantly p raises. \Ve find , also, that Montcalm, reporting h is good 
qualities to t he minis ter , r egl'ets that he should have so little to do, most of the im
portant du ties of t he office being discha rged by the intendan t and his staff. The 
minist er, however , writing to Doreil 29th F ebruary, 1756, states that the King is so 
pleased w ith the quality of h is ser vices, a nd, in accorda nce with his desires, has con
ferred upon h im Lhe official rank of di recting commissary, and an assistant for him 
will be sent to Louisbourg. We find that M. de la Grive des Assizes was sent there 
in this capacity , in t he au t umn of 1756. The min ister is pleased to learn of the good 
under st a nding between him self and the in tendant, M. Bigot, and hopes tha t it will 
continue. In the spring of 1756 Montcalm went out to Canada to succeed Dieskau, taking 
with h im two a ddi tional battalions a nd some recru its to replace losses. A strong 
fr iendsh ip developed between Montcalm and Dor eil a nd the latter was the medium 
through wh ich many m or e or less private a nd confid ential r epresentat ions were made 
to t he home government , especially in h is di fficul ties with Vaudreuil. Doreil had 
frequently expressed the desire to r eturn to F rance, claim ing tha t when sent out it was 
only for a term of one and a h alf or two years at most. Afte r 1757 he was particulary 
discouraged by the deplorable condition in to which t he colony was sinking 
and t he ap par ent oppos ition of t he governor and his partisans to bis hero 
Montcalm, who was neverth eless performing miracles in defence of the colony. All of 
th is he r etailed at cons iderable length t o his friends in France, whether in or out of 
office. Writing to the m in ist er on t he 31st August, 1758, he g ives many details to 
prove that the colony is on t he brink of ruin and t ha t nothing but a peace at whatever 
cost can save it . (Serie C11 I, Vol. 103, fo l. 423) . In 1758 he was granted an ass istant 
in the person of M. Bernier, formerly a ide to Dieskau, with whom he was captured 
but exchanged and sen t to Louisbourg_ Bigot , knowing his anxiety to r eturn to France, 
was qu ite alarmed when t he a ssistant was appointed. He immed iat ely wrote to 1\1. 
Moras, t he Mini ster of Marine, urging the necessity fo r t he retention of Doreil in 
Cana da until the close of t he wa r. Moras took the matter up with the Minis ter of 
War, P a ulmy, who assu red h im that t her e was no intention of r ecall ing Doreil while 
the war continued, and t hese assurances Moras transmitted to Bigot. In t he meantime, 
however, Vaud r eu il had determined to send to Fra nce two officia ls acqua in ted with the 
econom ic and m ilitary condition of t he colony, to explain its very serious si tuation and 
to solicit adequa te a ss istan ce. He agr eed with Montca lm that Doreil and Bouga inville 
would be the mos t suitable fo r such a m iss ion. As Bigot anticipa ted, Doreil claimed 
that he could be spared as h is deputy a nd secretary could quite well discharge his 
duties . Thus it w as t hat Dore il and Bougainville sa iled from Ca nada, on the 11th 
November. The former r emai ned in F rance while the latter returned to Canada. 
Dur ing the following campaigns of 1759 and 1760, Dor eil was ava ilable for consultatiol). 
by the F rench mi nistry , Montcalm r eferring the minister to him and declaring that h e 
could be trusted to g ive r elia ble informa tion on all matter s connected with the colony. 
No informat ion has been obtai ned as to his ca reer after the loss of Canada 

1 This commu nication to t he Ministe r of l\Iarine, l\I. de llfor as, under ,vhose depart
ment the campa ig ns in Canada were fin anced, is evidently from the i\Iarquis de Mont
calm. The E nglish ver sion is a r evision of the translation given in New York Documents, 
Vol. 10, p . 672. The omi tted portions of the despatch deal with military equipment. 
Fran~ois-Marie P eirenc de Moras was born at Paris, 1718. Though of humble origin
said to have been the son of a hai rdresse1~ he rose rapidly to favour and wealth. He 
became a councillor to P a r liament a t the early age of nineteen, and l\Iinist er of Peti
tions in 1742. H e was a ppoin ted In tendant of Valenciennes in 1752, and in 1755 rose 
to the important pos it ion of Intenda nt of Finance. In l\Iarch of the following year, 
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ceased to be so paid on September l"t; the allowance which had been made t/J 

them in the preceding campaigns has been stopped in this one. I request you 
to call for the communication of the memoir of my representations on that 
occasion. I had addressed i t on the 4th of 9 bcr of last year to M. de l\ [achaut. 
I see, with pain, that according as the prices of all sorts of provisions increase, 
the allowance gr nnted to the officers diminishes. 'Tis, nevertheless, the Ring's 
interest not to hazard send ing any more specie, and to pay them in paper, 
but would it not be more just, my Lord , to indemnify them for that altera
tion in the mode of payment, and for deducting the allowance determined on 
nt first during the campaign, by allowing them supplementary pay, in form 

1756, he became the a ssocia te of h is father-in-law, Moreau de Sechelles, the Controller 
General of Finance, and succeeded h im in that office on 25th April. When, on 
February 1st, 1757, Machault was suddenly dismissed from office Moras was appointed 
to succeed him in the Depa r tment of Marine and Colonies, and thus held concurrently 
two important min isteria l positions unt il the 25th August, when he was replaced as 
Controller General by de Boullonge. On F ebruary 28th, 1757, he wrote his first im
portant despatch to B igot, with whose operations, however, as he reminds him, he had 
become more or less familiar as Minister of Finance. He h ighly commends Bigot for 
his zeal a nd the efficiency of his measures in supplying the troops and posts in the face 
of increasing difficul t ies , but deplore3 the rap id increase in the expenditures. Still he 
had no better counsel to offer than the stereotyped official hope that he may have 
occasion to cong,:atulate him for the future on the exercise of effective economies. 
Bigot knew only too well tha t this was a counsel of perfection, at t hat time effective 
nowhere else in the French rea lm at home or abroad. He frankly replied that in the 
face of irregular a nd inadequate supplies , with increasing demands on the part of the 
army and especially t he ou tlying posts east and west, it was impossible to expect any
thing but incr easing expenditures in something like geometric progress ion. The 
minister continued h is offical express ions of a larm, as did his successors, but had few 
tangible r emedies to offer . The minister was very stout and rather lethargic. Due de 
Choiseul compared him to a huge piece of beef without ideas or resolution. Never
theless, he h ad declared t ha t af ter the re-establishment of peace it was his intent ion 
to follow the proposal of Machault to make definite colonial appropriations in advance 
and to rigidly r efu se to meet any additional draughts. With reference to the dearth 
of food , he ma de one practical suggestion, though with some r eservations. It was to 
have the cultivation of t he potato introduced into Canada, where it had been hitherto 
despised a s h aving no taste and therefore no nourishment. The objections he foresees 
are that such an ea sily pr ocured food would lead to indolence on the part of the Can
adians , and if adopted by the Indians would tend to render them independent of the 
French on whom t hey now largely depended for all kinds of supplies. For his own 
part Moras certain ly d id everything wi thin reason to ameliorate the growing distress 
of the colony in procuring a mple supplies of every kind. Unfortunately, however, too 
much of t hese wa s ap propriated by the enemy through their numerous captures at 
sea . To meet th is d ifficulty Moras opened negotiations, through the French Minister, 
with the Cour t at Madrid, wit h n view to having it permit Spanish shipowners to 
convey to Canada, u nder t heir nominally neutral flag, supplies from the French por ts . 
The King of Spain proved complacent and for a time quite a number of Spanish 
vessels sough t the h igh profi ts t o be obtained in this way_ French vessels also sailed 
under the Span ish flag. But the British, obtaining documentary proof of these arr:rn
gements , adopted appropriate r emedies and the successor to Moras, M. Massiac, 
has to deplore, on 13th August, 1758, that everyone of the Spanish vessels engaged in 
this trade had been ca p tured by the British. The Danes, as one of the few neutrals 
in the Seven Year s' W a r, were then applied to with some temporary success; bu t 
after the capture of Louisbourg they found even t he most attractive profits unequal 
to the risks. The other Canadian problem which chiefly distressed Moras was the 
obvious incompatibilit y of the officers and troops from France and the officer s and 
militia in Canada backed by t he Canadians in general. These conditions found official 
expression, both open and confidential, in the correspondence with the minister of 
Montcalm ang Vaudreuil and their respective adherents. But in this connection, also 
the minis ter h ad little to offer beyond impartial commendation and more or !es~ 
stereotyped counsels for peace and good will among all factors in the colony. On the 
20th May, 1758, l\foras announced to Vaudreuil and Bigot his retirement from the 
position of Secretary of t he Marine. He died in Paris May 3rd, 1771. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 865 

of a gratuity. The pay o-f a captain, which amounts to 2760u might be raised 
to one thousand ecus; the same proportion to be observed for the other grades. 

[Not signed] 

CO:MPLAINT OF THE MINISTER AS TO THE EXCESSIVE 
EXPENDITURES 

In Cipher. Versailles, Sept. 23, 1758. 
TO l\IESSRS. DE VAU DREUIL A.ND BIGOT. 

Gentlemen, 
The opportunity offered by a merchant vessel ready to sail from Brest, 

which expects to r each the entrance of the river before the ice forms, gives me 
time simply to acknowledge the receipt of all the letters which you wrote to me 
by the frigate la Valeur. I shall defer replying in detail until I have received 
those I am expecting by the last vessel you send over this autumn. But I 
cannot conceal from you to what a degree I have been alarmed by the excessive 
expenditures of the colony, and particularly by those for this year which M. 
Bigot inti.mates will amount to 20,000,000, besides the outlay made for the 
Indians in the Upper Country, on account of the ravages o~ smallpox, the 
amount of which will be a million more. 

It is not possible, despite the high prices of foodstuffs and the consump
tion due to the war, for the expenditur e to attain so exorbitant a figure without 
there being negligence and abuses. The King, whom I could not avoid 
informing of a matter so important to the finances and to the administration 
in general, exhibited to me the greatest surprise and a displeasure which I 
cannot sufficiently express to yon. Indeed it cannot be disputed that for 
some years past the expend itures in Cnnada have increased successively beyond 
any sort of limit, and have been carried to a point today wbere it is no longer 
possible to meet them. His :i\fojesty has charged me expressly to enjoin you both, 
not only to apply the greatest attention to reducing the expenditmes, whether 
by means of the orders to be given by the Marquis de Vaudreuil respecting the 
military expeditions, or by the vigilance and economy which :i\I. Bigot will 
bring to bear on the provisioning of the troops and the different posts, but, also, 
to cut down entirely all the expenditures of Cannda which are not necessary 
for the defence and prcscrvntion of the colony. 

Furthermore, orders will be given that you mny receive at an early date 
the various supplies you have applied for , in foodst uffs, munitions and artil
lery, at least for all those items which i t will be possible to procure for you. 
I hope that the arrival of the ship L'Aigle and the store ship L'Outarde will 
put you in a position to await with easier minds the relief to reach you in the 
spring. 

[Not signed]1 

1 This communication is from Claude-Louis, Marquis De Massiac who succeeded 
Moras as Minister of Marine and Colonies, 1st June, 1758. Referring to t he frequency 
with which the ministers of the Department of Marine and Colonies were changed, 

26541-5 6 
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BIGOT'S EXPLANATION OF THE 11"\l[MENSE EXPENDITURES1 

A bstract of D espatches from Canada. 

L etter of the 3rd of xber, 1758. 

:M. Bigot enters into a detail of the drawing of bills of exchange from 
Canada, wherefrom it appears that those which have been drawn in 17513, 
have amounted to 24 millions, one portion whereof arises from the expenses 
incurred in the preceding years, which have not been known and paid until 
1758, exclusive of 1 million which had not been included in 1757. M. Bigot 
sees no remedy for the immensity of those expenses, although he is sensible 

Bigot, announcing to Levis this last mutation, remarks that "we change them as we 
do our sh irts", a nd added that their affa irs were evidently going badly alike by land 
and sea. Massiac was the son of an engineer at Brest, hav ing been born in 1686. 
Entering the naval serv ice, be gradually rose to the rank of Lieutenant-General. He 
was already seven ty-t wo year s of age when he took office as Minister of Mar ine and 
Colonies. Being too advanced in years to efficiently deal with the details of so important 
an office at that critica l period, Mde. de Pompadour selected M. Le Normant, (q.v.) 
a relative of her husband, to act as assist ing colleague under the title of In tendant 
General of the Navy and the Colonies. As usual, one of the first di.tllculties with which 
the new minis ter was faced was tha t of providing for the rapidly increasing expen
ditu res on the wa r in Cana da, especially as, after the resignation of Machauit from 
the minis try of finan ce, t he rap idly succeeding but equally impotent line of successors 
were simply living from hand to mouth, issuing increasingly ru inous loa ns, operating 
lotteries, discounting in advance the revenues of succeeding years, and otherwise render
ing the financial condition of the country quite hopeless of reform. Hence Massiac, 
in his firs t despatch to B igot, simply re-echos, in more doleful tones, the comments of 
his predecessors. If, a s Bigot had r eported on the 15th February, t he expenses of the 
current year would show an increa se of three or four millions over those of last year, 
he does not see how it could be met, for it was only by extraordinary efforts that the 
bills of excha nge fro m Canada had been pa id up to the present. At the same time 
he has to acknowledge that t he dear th of provis ions in the colony must greatly enhance 
the prices for the King's service, which is the most urgent . The multiplicity of move
ments of the va rious det achments of troops, the cost of transportation, the construc
tion of for t ifica t ions, etc., must also greatly increase the expenditures. Yet the fact 
is that the rate of incr ease since 1755 is hard ly to be borne. Yet the end of it all is simply 
another stereotyped officia l r ecommendation to Bigot and Vaudreuil to exercise the very 
greatest economy and to impress upon the commanders and other subord inate officers 
at the western posts, the desi r ability of preven t ing waste as also the frauds which he 
fears are all too com mon a t these distant centres. Then, in accordance with the tact ics 
of the Minister of Fi na nce a t home, Bigot is urged to postpone, until at least t he year 
follow ing, as many payments as possible. This, under the system of deferred payments 
of bills of exchange a lready adopted, will throw the chief burden of meeting these bills 
on to the years 1760 a nd 1761. He then closes with the fervent hope that somehow the 
Intendant may be able to r educe the cost of supplies in Canada (see Serie B, vol. 107, 
p. 179). Nothing coul d be more certain, however, than tha t the still further postpone
ment of payments of the pa per g iven in exchang.e for supplies and services would 
further increase the prices wh ich must be pa id for them. As the summer of 1758 wore 
on, desp ite the brill iant effor ts of Montcalm and his forces, backed by the remarkable 
achievements of t he commissaria t department , under Bigot and Cadet, in keeping the 
troops well su pplied , a lt hough a t enormous cost, the t ide was already turning and t he 
superior r esources of the B r itish were being applied more successfully_ Montcalm 
himself was a mong the fi rst to r ecognize what the ultimate result must be. When 
Louisbourg fe ll a nd the command of the St. Lawrence passed to the British, the 
increased difficulties of procur ing supplies and the depreciat ion of the paper given in 
payment combined to r ender prices exorbitant. I t is true that Moras had sent out. in 
the spring of 1758, quite a fleet of vessels loaded with supplies for Canada. They 
sailed in three sec tions , 26th March, 5th April, and 2nd llfay. The first section 
managed to r each the St. Lawrence w ith the loss of only one vessel. The majority of the 
others also r eached their des tination and saved the colony for a time, the privations 

1 Revised from New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 972. 
26541-56! 
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that France could not sustain them. He attributes par ticularly these exces
sive expenditures to those incurred at the posts, where the officer makes use of 
every pretext possible to draw the largest amount, on pretence of maintaining 
the Indians. 1 Ile complains that the war is carried on in Canada with as 

of the previou s winter having been very sever e. F ew of these vessels, however, 
reached France on t he the return trip. Of fourteen sent out by Gradis from Bordeaux 
only one r eturned, while other merchants of the same port lost every vessel. The 
outlook for Canada towards the end of 1758 was thus very black. In the face of 
r ecurring disasters , the Department of Marine and Colonies was discredited and 
helpless; so Massiac was dismi ssed at t he end of October, and his associate Le Normant 
given a pension. Massiac died at Paris 15th August, 1770. 

1 The Indians and thei r relations with the French and English respectively in 
North America constituted a far reaching problem, the full treatment of which would 
fill many volumes. With special r eference to the F rench Canadian finances it is un
doubted ly true that, directly and indirectly, t hey occasioned the greater part of the very 
heavy French expenditures du r ing the last fi ve years of the conflict in America. The 
documentary evidence of the period indicates very plainly that the favour of the 
Indians, which was so assiduously and on t he whole successfully cultivated by the 
French, was the most dearly purchased, in proportion to its real value, of all the 
obj ects of their lavish expenditure. As to their warlike qual ities, Montcalm and his 
officers valued them very sl ightly, while Vaudreuil and most of his party extolled their 
services. At t he same time, from the point of view of relative costs to the King, 
Vaudreuil admitted, and even insisted quite freely, that they were the chief factor in 
the moun ting expenditures in connection with the war . Writing to the minister, 
Machault, on October 13th, 1756, he declares that the Indians occasion enormous expen
ditures, in fact the greater part of what is incurred in the colony. One has to be on 
the spot to realize what they make away with. In spite of all his efforts to moderate 
thei•r demands, they have to be fitted out several times during t he same campaign. They 
wander back and forth between Montreal and the army front or t he outlying posts, and 
he is constrained to furnish them with food and other supplies for every t r ip_ Yet, 
even then, after one has fitted them out and provisioned them for ten or fifteen days, 
according to the distan$!e to be covered, they are likely to be back at the end of a couple 
of days, without either food or equipment , saying that they have lost it all and must 
be supplied once more. Moreover, they consume incredible quantities of brandy and 
the commandants at the various posts are immediately in trouble if they refuse that 
or any of their other demands (see Serie en I, vol. 101, p. 121). It is not necessary 
to enlarge upon Bigot's hint as to the favourable opportunities furnished by these 
aborigina l idiosyncrasies for the amassing of fortunes by collusive action on t he part 
of commandants, storekeepers, and purveyors at the various posts and military centres 
throughout New France. An extensive and well informed, though anonymous memoir 
on the condition of the colony dur ing its last ten years under French rule, was com
piled by one wh o claims to have known the country thoroughly, and to be actuated 
only by patriotic zeal. In the section devoted to t he Indians, he indicates what it has 
cost the French government to r etain their favour, and what inadequate benefits have 
been gained thereby. The only parties who have profited are those who have used 
the opportunities afforded to perpetrate all kinds of frauds at t he King's e.xpense. 
The military assistance of the In dians, he main tains, was ver y limited and most un
certain . The ch ief advantage derived from them was due to the terror spread among 
the English frontier settlements, or among their defeated troops in retreat, owing to 
the atrocities committed by the Indians who fell upon them with fiendish yells from the 
adjoining woods. But even in this respect the more presents t he Indians obtained 
from the French and the more fully their wants were supplied, the less active were 
they in committing atrocities or gathering furs. In fact, they showed no sincere 
attachment to the French or real enthusiasm for their cause, and callously abandoned 
them to their fate once the tide of war turned against them. Thus most of the 
enormous expenditures lavished upon them were virtually thrown away, save for what 
passed to the French man ipulators (see Serie C11 I , vol , 104. p. 661). Even the Min
ister of Marine, Berryer, realized that the a lleged attachment of the Indians had been 
a costly luxury for France. Writing t o Vaudreuil on J anuary 10th, 1759, he says he 
can see from his letters that he has left nothing undone to ensure the attachment of 
the Indians, bu t that t he resul ts have been quite disappointing in proportion to the 
efforts made. This is particularly true of the Iroquois, from which he had hoped so 
much . They will promise everything to get favours, but will perform little and seek 
corresponding favours from the English . They have evidently been treated much 
too lavishly with French presents. These indeed may have been issued as prete)..i;s. 
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many conveuiences as in Europe, and says he is occupied on1y in satisfying 
the troops of the line, who give him more trouble than all the others. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF CANADA 

October, 1758. 

Thi,s manuscript was given lo me by M. de B eauvat. 

The Money in use in Canada 

It is time to speak of the money employed in Canada, this artic:le being 
necessarily related to trade, both domestic and foreign. 

hloney is a symbol representing the va1ue of all kinds of goods, and this 
symbol itself bas usually an intrinsic value. The money employed w Canada 
has none, as representing coin; it is the symbol of a symbol: it is a paper which 
circulates nowhere but in the colony itself. 

I t i,s of lwo lcinds: Cards and Ordinances. 
This money is of two kinds, cards and ordinances. Long ago, cards to the 

value of a million livres were i sued, which were said to be intended for the 
payment of the troops; they are of twenty-four, twelve, six, three livres and 
one liVTe ; of :fifteen sols, ten sols and seven sols SL"-:: deniers. They all bear the 
impress, in white, of the arms of France and Navarre, and are signed by the 
general, the intendant and the controller. 

The ordinances are printed; the number, the denomination in figures and 
in wTiting are put in by hand, signed by the intendant alone. They are of one 
hundred, ninety-six, fifty, forty-eight, twenty-four, twelve, six, and tlll'ee livres, 
of thirty sols and twenty sols. I have already spoken of the receipts for beaver 
which form a th ird kind of paper money, the most esteemed of all. With regard 
to the circulation 0£ this paper money at home and abroad in relation to France, 
the merchants and those who dwell in the towns, every year con,ert their paper 
into bills of exchange which the intendant draws on the Treasurers for the 
Colonies. They defer as long as possible the payment of their obligations until 
after the departure of the vessels, in order to make the greater remitlances to 
F rance, either to pay for the merchandise they have received, or to bring out 
more. As soon as the vessels have departed, money no longe1· bears interest in 
Canada, and merchants lend to one :mother reciprocally un til the following 
September, without requiring compensation for delayed payments; the cash 
which remains in the colony is for the most part in the hands of the iulrnbitants 
of the rural districts. 

Before 1755, coin was very rare in Canada. 
Before the arriva1 of the French troops in the colony, there was very little 

specie; what little appeared, was furnished by officers of the King's vesse1s and 
of merchant ships, and was picked up immediately hy individuals who either 

for enriching officia ls at the K ing's expense. The Governor should look into this (see 
Sfrie B, vol_ 109, fol. 16) . Writing to Bigot under the same date, he finds h imself 
constrained to approve of the assistance furnished to the Acadians and Micmac Indians 
but complains of the enormous expenditures thereby entailed and with so little benefit 
to the French cause (see Sfrie B, vol. 109 , fol. 18). 
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had it made into plate or locked it up to appear no more. The contraband 
trade with the English colonies also introduced a certain quantity of Spanish 
dollars; these dollars were much desired for the trade with our Islands and 
after the lengthening of the terms of the bills of exchange, of which we shall 
shor tly speak, the merchants preferred them to ordinances as a part of their 
remittances, in spite of the high rate of five livres five sols which they paid for 
them, and the risks of the sea. 

Cards in greater favour than ordinances until 1758. 
Card money was also preferred to ordinances, because in the limitation on 

the bills of exchange, cards were not included. These limitations took place 
when the expenditures of the King in Canada became excessive and t-he value 
of the paper r eturned to the Treasury greater than that authorized by the 
minister to be drawn on the Treasurers for the Colonies. At that time the value 
of the cards was paid in full in bills of exchange and the limitation fell only 
on the ordinances : indeed, this margin was made up to private persons in 
cards, for which they could not get bills of exchange until the year after. 
Therefore, on account of this prefel'Cnce, the people of the country districts 
would sell their wares much more cheaply to those who paid for them in this 
money: moreover, the industrious habitants who were in a position to save were 
very careful to convert their money into cards, so that there ,vas not presented 
to the Treasury more than about 100,000 livres of them each year. 

R egulation made in 17 58 by which bills of exchange given for paper were 
to be payable only in three terms at one year each. 

In 1753 the expenditures of the colony were excessive and a new system 
was introduced of not paying them in full in Paris in the course of the year 
1754.1 Instead of making a reduction, which would have been too drastic, bills 
of exchange were issued for the full value of the paper taken to the Treasury, 
but payable only, part in 1754, part in 1755, and part in 1756. Then the 
cards were mixed up with the ordinances; no bills of exchange of shorter terms 
were given for them. It is even to be presumed that an effort was made to 
abolish this class of money, the treasurer hardly ever using it in making 
payments. 

Effect of this regulation. 
This expedient, which gave rise to an increase of only about six per cent 

over the ordinary payments, enhanced the price of merchandise by from :fifteen 
per cent. to twenty per cent; the cost of manual labour has increased in propor
tion, and it is the King who has to bear the greater part of this enhancement, 
on account of the great amount of merchandise used in bis service and of the 
different works carried on at bis expense. Since 17 53, the bills of e.-.;;change 
have always been dra-wn for three year terms, with a small difference in the 
apportionment over each year; but a_s one cannot be acquainted with the condi
tion of this adj ustment until after t.he great bulk of the sales have been made, 
since it is dependent on the usual amount which goes into the treasury, the 
merchants, in this uncertainty, . put things at a premium, and sell at as high 
prices as they can. 

Bad effect of the svecie sent out for the troops of the line. 
The specie which came out with the French troops has produced a bad 

effect . The King lost part of it in the vessels le MJS and l' Alcide; it has 

1 See p. 803. 
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-discredited the paper: war was not yet declared when it appeared in Canada, 
and it was correctly assumed that the bills of exchange would continue to be 
drawn for the term of three years; the merchants therefore sold their goods at 
ten per cent. to twenty per cent. lower, for specie; seven francs in paper 
was exchanged for an ecu of six francs. Since the declaration of war has been 
proclaimed, tLis premium has diminishec;l ; the merchants have not ventured to 
make their remittances in specie; part of it has gone to Gaspe : the rest is in the 
hands of people who do not make remittances to Frnnce; they wouid rather 
Jose something, and keep it in their coffers, it being an asset of more real value 
than cards and ord inances; as a result practically only paper circulates in trade; 
it has been r eturned to the Treasury, and has increased the amount of bills of 
exchange drawn this year. 

The King desiriug to continue to the troops of the line the favour he had 
promised them, could have paid them in a special form of paper money, for 
which bills of exchange of the fi rst period could have been issued. Even if, 
by this process, he could not have maintained the credit of the Canadian paper, 
be would at least have avoided the loss of the specie in the Lys and the Alcide. 

Effect of the paper money introduced in Canada. 
Let us examine, now, the effect of the paper money introduced in Canada. 
The specie which it would be necessary to send there in the month of 

March does not leave the coffers of the treasurers until the following year. 
Here is the first saving for the King, who bas also the benefit of all the paper 
not converted into bil ls 0£ exchange, which remains each year in the hands 
of pri vatc persons, and of that which is lost by fire or otherwise; he saves also 
the expense and ri sk of the transport of the specie, part of which might pass 
into foreign countries, and cause trade to languish for lack of circul ation ; 
another part might return to F r ance and again undergo the r isk of the sea. 
Finally, and th is last is a pmely political consideration not to be overlooked, 
the colonist who knows that be would not he able to make any use of the cards 
and ordinances if the English should possess themselves of the country, is 
under obligation to defend it in his own interest. 

From all that precedes, I conclude that the King, the State and trade in 
gener al may derive a great advantage from the. paper money established in 
Canada, but if conditions remain as they are today, the King, the State and 
trade will suffer mo1·e and more from it. 

111 elhod of deriving the greatest possible advantage from ·it. 
In or der to derive from this money all the benefi t which may be readily 

anticipated, I should propose to give it the same value as the specie which it 
represents, and with that object it would be necessary to invest it with the 
highest possible credit; to take all proper means to prevent it from beiug altered 
or couu tcrfeited, and not to rend er it too abundant. 

In the fhst place, we kno,v now the list of expenditures which the King 
incurs annually in this colony in time of pe:icc. Suppose tee amount to be 
five millions, and that the King is willing to continue it on this footing; there 
will be prepared in F r :i11 ce this amount in printed notes of different denomina
tions, each o:f which will be signed by the Treasurers for the Colon ies. The 
notes having reached Canada, will be again signed by the intendant. In thici 
way spurious money will be avoided. It is impossible to erase printed letters 
to replace them by others, and it is more difficult to counterfeit three or four 
signatures than to imitate only one, whosever it may be. 
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I n the second place, it is also known, fairly c1ose1y, how much paper money 
Temains in Canada every year which is not taken to the Treasury ; let us 
.suppose t hat a million of i t remains. Every year there wil1 be four millions 
in bill s of exchange drawn on the Treasurers for the Colonies, payable at the 
rate of five hundred thousand livres per month for the first eight months of the 
following year. 

The iutendant will not be able to create new paper money, nor to draw to 
an increased amount without further orders. In case of an extraordinary 
expenditure, he would provide for it by purchasing supplies at a year's credit, 
or even by borrowing some of the paper money at the rate of five per cent. or 
SL'\'. per cent; the King will have provided for these exceptional cases by 
authorizing the intendant to dr aw, the following year, a larger sum in bills of 
exchange, without increasing the issue of paper. 

It is i=aterial to the merchants whether they remit the notes they hold 
to the Treasurer in the course of the year or take them to him in the month 
of September, since they are assured that their equivalent value in bills of 
exchange will be delivered to them before the departure of the vessels. 

1\.s to the printed notes which are torn or worn to the point at which they 
are no lono·er fit for gener al circulation, they will be burned, after an official 
minutes of them has been drawn up, on the au thori ty of which these notes 
will be replaced from Paris. 

As there is only this kind of money in Canada, it will be easy to judge, 
from what is r eturned to the T reasurer, as to the prosperity of the colonists, 
since, as we have already said, the paper which remains each year is in the 
hands of the colonists; this information and their style of life at home would 
indicate the manner of easily levying taxes on occasion. 

In the last place, this pa] er money would have no value, as regards the 
English of the neighbouring colonies, except in so far as they might return it 
to Quebec to obtain for it bills of exchange on P aris . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PATI{EN T OF OF FICERS: REASON S FOR NOT PAYING I N 
SPECIE 

Versailles, Jan. 8, 1759. 
TO TIIE bIAJlQ UIS DE MONTCAL~L 

Sir : 
I am very glad to have to inform you that on the representations which 

have been made in favouT of the battalions Serv ino- iu Canada, the King bas 
been pleased to approve of the ar rangement which bas been made in the colony 
to procure for them the aid they require during their stay in winter quarters. 

In th e r epor t I have made to His Majesty of the letters you wrote on this 
subj ect on June 14-, and October 5 nnd 21 last, nnd of your correspondence 
with l\L Bigot on the means to be employed to satisfy these officers, His Maj esty 
has decided th at there is nothing simpler or less subject to abuse than to grnnt 
them, namely, 30 sols a day to the captains and 20 sols to the lieutenants dur ing 
their stay in winter quar ters, beginning from the day when they cease to enjoy 
the pay which was appointed while they served in the field, nnd they will no 
longer be paid those r ates when they begin to march again. Ris Maje,ty has 
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also approved of this gratu ity being granted to them from the end of last year's 
campaign. I am wri ting to this effect to Messrs. de Vaudreuil and Bigot. I 
am persuaded that you will present in a favourable light the attention that 
H is Ma jesty is giving to everything which can contribute to their comfort 
duri ng their stay in Canada. 

[By means of this increase the officers should live in comfort, par ticu
larly wi th the ar ticles necessary for their clothing being sent to them in the 
colony th is year, as in former years, at the prices they cost in F rance, wh ich 
will protect them from the incr easing dearness of merchandise in Oanada.] 1 

\Vith reference to your r emarks on the payment of salaries wh ich should 
be made in coin, and which have been paid for the last two years in the money 
of the colony, they must attribute it entirely to the r isks which have been 
incurred, to the loss suffered on what bas been sent, and to the necessity which 
they have felt of send ing no more specie. 1ts continuation would be too 
costly, as you will believe, and it will not be difficult to make the officers under
stand it. 

So far as r egards yourself personally I am to let you know particularly, 
both what the R ing has desired to do on your behalf, and the favourable dis
position of His Majesty to give you evidences of his satisfaction. 

[Not signed]2 

REGULATIONS FOR THE ISSUE OF NOTES .ANTI PAPER: 
W .ARNI NG .AGAINST .ABUSES3 

M. B erryer4 to M . B igot, V ersailles, 19th, J anuary, 1759. 

.. ... ... ...... . .. . .. ... .. .. . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . .. . . . .... . ... .. . . .. 
H aving spoken to you of the con~um ption, it remains for me to communi

cate to you what concerns the finance of the colony . .All that occurs in the issue 

l I n the origin al , t h is paragraph is scored out. 
2 Th is was from the new Minister of Mar ine and Colonies, i\f. Ber ryer (see note 4). 
3 T ranslation revised from New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 938. 
4 Nicolas-Rene Berryer Siem· de Raveneville was born at Par is early in 1703, 

being t he son of an attorney' general of the Great Council. His first important ap~int
ment was that of Advocate General of Patents in 1728. In 1731 he became a councillor 
to Parlia ment, and i,n 1739 Minister of Petitions. The year previous he _had married 
the daughter of a farmer-general and she brought h im a g reat fo rt une--farmer s
general in F ra nce having greater opportun it ies fo r enr iching t hemselves than even 
commissar iat officers in Canada But his wife had other qualities than those as an 
heiress , a nd to her Cou r t in fl ue·nce, more than to h is own endowments, his ri se has 
been attr ibuted. (S ee B iographie Universe/le, vol. 4, p. 343.) Soon after his marriage, 
he became, President of t he Grea t Council and Intendant of Poitou. He is chiefly known 
to fame, however , as L ieutenant General of Pol ice, an ofnce which he held from May 
1747 to October 1757. That depa t·tment having been thoroughly reo rganized by 
d'Argenson, (q.v.), h is constructive duties were not very onerous. H is ch ief activ ities 
were directed in other l in es. As a protege of Mdc. de Pompadour, he employed the 
r esources of h is p osition to obta in, th rough an extensive employ ment of spies, such 
infor mation as enabled her to elTectively dispose of most of her enemies. To this 
ser vice has been attributed the disgrace of Maurepas, whose sharp and witty tongue 
apparently found the court favourite too t empting a butt. The fall of d'Argenson and 
other h igh officia ls associa ted with h im was accompl ished through the same means 
while the Bastille was fi ll ing with minor offenders. Through the same mediuU:: 
Berryer was under s tood to have furn ished salacious enter tainm® t for the K ing in 
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of the notes of the treasury, the r eceipts and their conversion into bills of 

connection w ith no table per sonages in both Paris and Versailles. Naturally enough 
the secret service functions of the Lieutenant General of Police were much exag
gerated in t he public mind, and he became a general object of fear and hatred. Hence, 
when picturesqu e publicity was given to certain transactions connected with the trans
portation, through the police depar tment, of a number of poor and orphan children 
to the colon ies, and especially to Louisiana, a self propagating storm of public alarm 
and indignation rose to P arisian heights and the Court favourite had to be removed. 
After he had been temporarily accommodated in two other public offices, his patroness, 
with t he assistan ce of her new colleague the Due de Choiseul, procured his appoint
ment, in succession to Massiac, as Minister of Marine and Colonies, 1st November, 
1758. Doubtless it was then too late for even the most capable and efficient of 
ministers to ha ve rescued the department from its unfortunate condition, or to have 
ultimately saved Canada, and Buryer was far from being such a minister. De 
Tocqueville, in h is liistoire Philosophique d1, R egne de Louis XV, gives a characteriza
tion of Berryer which fits exactly h is ministra t ion of Canadian affairs. Referring to 
his advent to the department of Marine and Colonies, he describes him as "hard, 
arrogant, and boorish. Although quite ignorant , he was nevertheless cocksure and 
self-willed. Meticulous by nature and rendered more so by the position which he so 
long fi lled, he gave himself up to pottering reforms, to the neglect of comprehensive 
plans of adm inistration . Instead of inspiring confidence he proved to be a mere fault 
find er " (vol. 2, p, 236 ) . It is quite noticeable that the new minister brought with 
him to the administration of Canada the point of view of and an inclination towards 
the methods of the Chief of Police. In this he doubtless felt himself justified by a 
superficial observation of the increasing evidences of extravagance and corruption in 
the Canadian expenditures, without recognizing the inevitably enormous increase of 
these expenditures even under t he most scrupulously honest administration. Ignoring 
largely the r eal condition of affairs in Canada, the new minister immediately devoted 
h imself to vigorously upbraid ing the governor and intendant and, through them, the 
other s connected with the civil administration of the colony, while he was obsequ ious 
towards the mil ita r y ch iefs and others in authority in France. Seldom, however, in 
his attacks upon t he Canadian officia ls, did he hit upon the real evils which were at the 
bottom of the Canadian system and which required radical and thorough-going remedies. 
His inclinat ion to treat as rogues all those connected with the supplying of provisions 
and equipment, and to regard high prices a nd large outlays as conclusive evidence of 
corruption, led to na tural r esentment on the part of many who had incurred heavy 
expenditures, long unpaid, and suffered severe losses in ships and cargos. He had 
become so accustomed to work through spies and to encourage defamatory reports 
of public officials, for which he apparently paid liberally, that he extended the same 
system to h is adm inistration of t he Department of Marine and Colonies and soon 
accumulated much material of t hat nature. With vague and minatory references to 
this backgroun d, he gruffiy r efuted the attempts of Vaudreuil and Bigot, and other 
officials, to explain the nature of their fun ctions and the inevitable difficulties with which 
they had to contend. Bei ng unable to d istinguish the valid from the invalid features 
of their arguments, he roundly asserted that he knew all about their operat ions and 
condemned them out of hand. H e evidently considered that his favourite methods 
might very materially assist Vaudreuil and Montcalm in t heir defence of the colony 
against the English. Thus, wr iting to them jointly, on February 10th, 1759, he in
t imates that if they have n eed of assis tance from the employment of spies, the King 
is prepared to authorize them to utilize such resources to the extent of an outlay of 
200,000 livres. Should the result prove at all promising they may increase the 
amount to 500,000 livTes, or even more. Bigot had been instructed to furnish the 
necessary bills of exchange on France for t hat purpose (see Levis Collection; L ettres 
de la Gour , p. 168). No such encouragement for the e..xpenditure of large funds at 
personal discretion and without public record was ever afforded by any previous min
ister; and this , too, a t a time when Berryer was h imself penuriously restricting expen
ditures in every other line and refusing payment to those who had exhausted their 
per sonal resources in fuTni shing the most indispensable supplies for the maintenance 
of the colony. Berryer's drastic methods made no improvement in the assistance 
rendered to Canada, apart from the increasing difficulties of the transport service. 
Vaudreuil had to complain of the bad quality of the army clothing supplied in 1759. 
Towards the la tter part of the same year, Berryer undertook, through the officials of 
his department in France, to furni sh food supplies for Canada for the follow ing year 
Of the supplies shipped on three vessels, in the spring of 1760, it was found that the 
meat consisted of horse flesh and putrid beef, and that the crews of the vessels con
veying it could not eat even the best of it. Bigot and his purveyors , especially Cadet 
may have profited from the supplies furni shed to the troops, but at least they wer~ 

2G541-57 
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exchange on .France, is not free from the apprehension of fraud which may have 
crept in. Canada having only one million of card money, which is not sufficient 
for the payment of the expenditures, ' tis certain that it becomes indispen
sable to supply the deficiency by some other medium; the simplest, no doubt, 
is for the Intendant to sign the printed notes which have been in use for several 
years past, to return those notes to the Treasmer, who submits them to the Con
troller, and delivers the bills in series in propor tion to the expenditure. 

You will see by the printed blanJ,s I transmit to you this year, that whatever 
opinion I may have of this new and dangerous form, I pl ace you in a position 
to continue your operations by enabling you to circulate the notes which procure 
you the means to do so. The state of the colony, the want of time and the confi
dence I must place in you, are the reasons which determine me thereto. 

I may declare to you, nevertheless, that this practice is contrary to all the 
laws of the Kingdom, for , by s1:1ch operation, the Intendant alone becomes, with
out being expressly authori zed thereto, the issuer of a money which cfrculates 
in the colony without the King's permission, and you must be aware of all the 
consequences thereof. 

I have not considered it my duty to propose 'to bis Majesty to suppress that 
practice, for which it would be necessary to substitute some other, but be bas 
ordered me to tell you that it is his intention: 

pt Thn t :M. de V aud rcuil sign with you all the note- of the Treasury1 that 
you will have to furnish to the agent of the Treasurer. 2 

compl imented by the officer s on the efficiency with which they met the needs of the 
army and the quality of the supplies furnished, even in the face of great dearth. 
Berryer h imself was never ::ccused of per sonal corruption, but bis administration of 
the Department of Marine and Colonies was as disastrous as that of any of his 
predecessors , and much mor e unpopular alike in France and Canada. It is doubtful 
whether be had any vita l interes t in t he colony. When Bougainville, on behalf of 
Montcalm and V a udreuil , represented to him the urgent needs of the colony 
in 1759, he sh rugged h is shoulders and replied "Ah Sir! when- the house 
itself is on fi re one does no t worry about the outbuildings." After the loss 
of Canada h is adm inistration took on a more routine character. His instincts as Chief 
of Pol ice were again to the front in elaborating plans for a court of investigation and 
criminal p rocedure, with a view to the reduction of the claims against the department, 
on t he groun ds of fra ud and over -charges, and the punishment of those who were 
implicated in t he embezzlement and other irregularities which occurred in Canada. 
His plan is se t forth in a memoir of 17th June, 1761 (see Sfrie C11 I, vol. 105, p_ 504). His 
general incapacity for the administra tion of the department of Marine being recognized 
be was dismissed on October 13th, 1761; but was not disgraced, as t hat might be re
garded as a r e flect ion on h is patroness, Mde. de Pompadour. He was therefore shelved 
as Keeper of the Seals_ H e died t he fo llowing year, 15th August, 1762. 

1 The t erms "treasury", " treasurer", and "treasurers" in the latter use of them 
in these documents, wi thout qual ifying words, are apt to be confusing. The term 
"treasurer s", in the plura l, always r ef er s to the treasurers genera l in France of t he 
Departments of Marine or Colonies. In 1749 two treasurers general had been appointed 
for t he Colon ies, a s disting uished from the Marine, but under the same minister (see 
note 1, p. 795) . The term "treasurer", in the singular, may r efer to one of t he 
treasurers-general who was acting for that year, or to their agent or representative 
in New France. As the importance and volume of t he functions of the latter increased, 
he came to be desig na ted as treasurer of Canada, or simply as treasurer. In this 
particular ,passage " the Lr ea sury" means the Canad ian treasurer's office, while he h im
self is referred to as the "agent of the treasurers", the latter term meaning the 
trea$ur er s gener a l in F rance of t he Denartment of Colonies. 

2 J acques Imbert held the pos ition of Treasu rer in Canada, as agent of the 
Treasurers General for the Department of Marine and Colonies, from 1750 to October 
;75_9. In the Memofrcs Sur L e Canculci, 1749-60, attributed to Vauquela in (or Vauclain), 
it 1s stated,_p. 173, that he wa s t)le son of a tanner at M~ntargis in C~ampagne. 
Elsewhere h is father's name was given as Jean Imbert, a police officer servmg under 
the Marshal of France. There was also a J acques Imbert of t he same period who was 

26 541-57~ 
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2nd That no note be i ssu ed w ithout t h e cau se of the expenditure being 
recor ded. 

3 rd Tha t you cause t o be remit ted a month ly list of the notes that th e 
T r easurer m ay i ssu e t o t he p u blic, either for the purpose of replacing the car d 
m oney br otwh t t o the Treasu ry to obtain b il ls of exchange on Fra nce in its stead, 
or for expendi t ures which may exceed th e amount of t he cards. 

4t1, T hat you verify conjoi ntly the value r eturn ed in or ders to the chest of 
the agent of the Treasurer s, immediately after drawing the bills of exchange. 

5 th Th at a lis t be also furnished you of th e card s and of th e printed no tes 
r emaining in circulati on after the draw ing of the bills of exchange. 

6~h T hat you cause to be t r ansmi tted t o me copy of all those lists a~,l the 
r esu lt of y our transactions. 

Y ou will easily perceive t h e m anipul ations which may result from the 
fa cil ity wi th which -a prodigious quan ti ty of such notes has, u p to the present 
time, been entrusted to the agen t of the Treasurer s, who then becomes abso
lu te m aster of them without an y other p reca ution th an exacting from h im 

an important merch ant of Bordeaux , in association with other merchants, in furnishing 
suppli es for t he army in Canada dur ing the two last years of the confl ict there. The 
Canadian treasu rer entered the K ing 's service in 1737 and came to Canada some t ime 
between t hat and 1740 in the capacity of a royal scr ivener or- clerk. On the 31st 
August , 1740, he received a commission from the In tendant Hocquart as a notary of 
the district of Quebec, in succession to Sr. Barbel, deceased (Archives de Quebec, 
1921-1922, p. 48). H e was also assistant to the treasurer of the colony, Sr. Tasche
reau , whom he succeeded in that office in 1750. His son had been appointed to the very 
difficult and unpopular position of collector of the assessments on the inhabitants of 
Mon tr eal for the erection of walls and forti fications for the protection of the town. 
Imber t was made a member of the Superior Council, in 1754, in succession to M. Fou
caul t. About this time he had solicited a nd was granted permiss ion to return to 
F rance in order to receive mor e explicit instructions as to how to dea l with the very 
complex and uncertain financial operations incidental to the service there, and which 
are detailed in a memoir sent to the government wh ile he was still in France. He 
returned to Canada in the spring of 1755, B:got, Pean, and .Menier being his fellow 
passenger s. In the spring of 1758 he was provided by the Treasurers Genera l with an 
assistant, namely M. de Rochette (q.v_). Apparently, on the 29th October, 1758, be 
placed on board a vessel at Quebec, named L e Sauvage, all the papers and vouchers of 
expenditures and receipts of the King's domain in Canada. This vessel, however, was 
captured by the British and taken to Cork, I re land, whence the papers were transferred 
to the office of the Admiralty at Dublin. When the peace of 1763 was being negotiated, 
the Minister of Marine in France asked the Due de Nivernois, while in England, to 
procu re the return of these papers to F ran ce. The wr ite r of an important memoir , 
of 29th April, 1764, r e the adj ustment of the debt of Canada, recommends the employ
ment of Imbert to go through the papers, with which as t reasurer he was quite intimate, 
to ver ify the parties connected with the payments. He does not consider Rochette, who 
succeeded h im, as so well acquainted with these detai ls (Serie C11 I, vol. 105-3, p. 874). 
This a dvice was a t least partially followed , since we fi nd tha t, on J uly 9, 1764, the 
minister instructed I mbert himself, who had returned to France in 1758, to go through 
these papers and arrange them with a view to fa cilita ting the execution of an arret of 
Council , of Ju ne 29, 1764, r e the liqu idation of the paper money of Canada. One 
object of th is was that the troops and other employees of the services who were in 
Canada a nd who wer e paid in var ious fo rms of depreciated paper, might receive the 
proper equ iva lent for i t H is task was to arrange the variou s papers for the years 
1756, 1757 and 1758 and· to send them as soon as possible to Sr. de Ia Rochette whom 
the King had appointed to undertake the liqu ida tion of the paper money of Canada 
(see S erie B, vol. 120, p. 187). Accord ing t o Vauquelain, in his memoir , p. 173, I mbert, 
after being appointed t reasurer and a member of the Super ior Council, became preten
t ious (s tiperbe ) a nd a rrog ant. Being an intimate fr iend of Cadet and Deschenaux but 
more shrewd tha n either, while he acquired a la rge fortune he made no display of it 
a nd therefore managed to escape suspicion, and was not involved in the subsequent 
prosecut ions for embezzlement. He died before the end of 1765, as the minister wrote 
t o his widow on t he 21st October of that year re her app lication for a continuation of: 
his pension. 
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receipts fol' tlie quantity, without enquiring into their employmen t; without 
verification of their convel'sion into bills of exchange, he can make any use he 
thinks proper of them. This is so true that in the month of November, when 
you render an account of the yeal''s expenditure, you state about how much 
they ought to amount to; they al'e noted, and a yeal' afterwards and the follow
ing yeal's, vel'y considerable excesses ar e discovered. 

This confusion ·which has prevailed for a long time in the finances of the 
colony should excite grave suspicions; I am fully convinced that neither the 
one nor the other of you has any th ing to reproach himself with, but as heads 
of the administration of the :finances, you are not exempt from stories circu
lated here, and of which I was not ignorant previous to the King confiding to 
me the Department of the Marine. I did not attach any credit to them; I 
have merely collected all the information I have been able to obtain on what
ever regal'ds Canada. I have concluded that it was indispensable that I 
should communicate to you all that I have had reason to perceive, and in the 
firm l'esolution which I have come to, of putting all sections in order, of 
uprooting abuses and putting an end to everything that might contribute 
thereto. I count on your giving to this purpose all the attention that it 
merits, on both of you closely watching it, and concurring in furnishing me 
the information I need in order to put into execution the views I propose to 
myself. 

'Tis certain that if, hereafter, the expenditure increases every year as it 
has done since 1755, Canada would become excessively burthensome to the 
Kingdom; it is already much so ; you are not ignorant of the efforts that it 
has been necessa ry to m ake to meet the payments; I hope 1 shall have, from 
this very year , a satisfactory account to i-ender to the King of the attention 
you will apply to i t. I cannot too strongly recommend you to furnish me the 
means to do it. 

[Not signed] 1 

1 Th is des patch is character is t ic of Benyer's attitude and methods. A ver~ simila__r 
despatch of the same date was sent to Vaudreuil. The statements made with suca 
confi~ence betray t he n ew minister's ignorance of the very elements. <?f the J:rench 
colonial finance a s deve loped in New France, and consequently the fu ti lity of h IS :iew 
orders to meet the r eal evils of the Canadian administration. After all the sanctions 
which it h ad received from the King and successive minister s, and the constant use 
i_nade of it, it was absurd to declare the ;notes issued by the colonial tr~asurer. as 
illegal. Not t he money paid, but the questionable nature of the transactions which 
involved the payments, chiefly called for inquiry and criticism. The difference btween 
the cards and the other forms of paper money lay only in the fact that the cards 
were defini tely limited in amount while t he others were not. The original preference 
g iven to the cards had ceased to operate, all the paper money having been treated 
equally for some years in its acceptance for bills of exchange, or in extending the 
payments of t he bills in France over three years, and fin ally, in the suspension of 
payment altogether by his own order a few months later. The matter had been 
frequ E1ntly discussed for many years ,past, but no improvement had been found 
feasible. For an explanation of the origin and basis of the colonial financial system 
and its various paper credits, see document III, p. 601 and note 1, p. 605. See also 
the subsequent discussion of Berryer's point in 1741, note 1, p. 695. Again, his r e
ference in the first paragraph of t his despatch, as also in the third of his instructions 
which fol low to the ina dequacy of the million of card money to meet the annual 
expenditures of the colony, indicates an innocent belief in the actual return to the 
treasury each year of the whole million in cards for redemption in bills of exchange, 
which would enable the treasurer to r e-issue them the following year. As a matter of 
fact, the former preference given to the cards over the notes, or other intermediate 
paJ?er, had long resulted in their a lmost complete disappearance from circulation 
owrng to their passing into the hoards of the peasantry and small tradesmen. This left 
the actual circulating medium to be supplied •by the notes and other paper. It was 
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MONTCALM'S ACCOU T OF THE INCREASE IN PRICES OWING 
TO THE I NCREASE IN PAPER :M:ONEY1 

M. le Normand. 2 Montreal, 12 April, 1759. 

I have the honor of observing to you, 
1st That provisions, absolutely necessary to life, cost eight times more 

tit an when the troops arri ved in 1755, and that the farther we go, as long as 
the war continues, the more will they increase, even though certain articles 
were in abundance; for the cause of this incredible dearness is less the scarcity, 
al though that may contribute thereto, than what I am about to disclose to you. 
The dearness proceeds, 1 •t, from the circumstances that, on the arrival of 

simply the excessive issue of these latter beyond all ordinary currency requirements, 
coup led wit h its deferred redemption in t he shape of bills of exchange, which had led 
to its depreciation in value, especially in the face of a scarcity of supplies in the chief 
markets. In the face therefore of the actua l situation in Canada , the six r egulations 
which, with the royal sanction, he prescr ibes with such impressiveness , and the 
reasons given for their prescription, were entirely beside the mark and must have 
amused B igot, as also the treasurer and controller, more particularly as the minister 
inti mates to h im how t horoughly he has investigated the operations in Canada and 
co llected the s tories which are current r egarding them and how he has dete rmined to 
effectively root out all abuses. In fact , so far as these regulations are concerned, t he 
real difficu lties and irregularities prevailing throughout New France would continue 
to flour ish quite as freely under t hem as without them. 

1 T ranslation revised from New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 964. 
2 Sebastien-Franc;;ois Ange Le Normant de Mezy, (or Mesy), was born at Dunkirk 

20th ovember, 1702. He was the son of Le Normant de Mezy who in 1718 replaced 
Soubras as Intendant Commissary of Ile Royale at Lou isbourg. His commission 
designated him as sub-delegate of the I ntendant of New France. He was appointed also 
as firs t or chief councillor of the Superior Council at Louisbourg. His son went out 
with him to Louisbourg where he was afterwards appointed a clerk, or scrivener, in 
1722. In July 1725 he was appointed by special order a member of the council there. 
!.Iis fath er having expressed a desire to return to France, this privilege was promised 
him in 1729 und er certain conditions, and by an order of the King of May 1st of that 
year, Le Normant de Mezy, junr. , then chief clerk of the marine, was appointed to act 
as Intendant Commissary in the absence of his father. Definite authority for the 
return of the la tter was not obtained unti l July 1731, after which be passed to France 
and h is son took over his functions . In June of the following year the governor was 
informed that de Mezy, senr. would not return to Louisbourg, but that his son Le 
Normant would continue to act fo r h im until a successor was ap pointed. No such 
appointment being immediately made, in 1734 Le Normant obtained permission to 
r eturn to France, and while there evidently persuaded the court that be shou ld be con
firmed in the position which he temporarily filled. An order was issued on 23rd March, 
1735, for his appointment to t he full rank of In tendant Commissary and sub-delegate 
of the Intendant of New France. On t he same date he was appointed firs t councillor 
at Louisbourg, in succession to his father. In 1739 be was transferred as in tendant 
and first councillor to Le Cap Francais, San Domingo, while Bigot succeeded him at 
I le Royal e. In 1744 he became intendant and first councillor in the colony of Louisia na, 
but retu rned for a year, in 1748, to San Domingo. On August 1st, 1749, being recalled 
to France, he became Intendant of Marine at Rochefort, and on January 1st, 1755, 
was appointed Intendant of Naval Arms. Being a r elative of the husband of Mde. 
Pompadour, he had obtained her favour and when , in 1758, a younger and more active 
associate was required in the joint departments of Mar ine and Colonies, to assist the 
new but aged minister, M. Massiac, he was selected fo r the position, under the title of 
Intendant General of Marine and the Colonies. His exper ience in the department had 
been long and varied. Most of th e correspondence on practical matters was directed 
to h im and he seems to have dealt with it in qu ite a vigorous and business-like manner. 
Evidently, however, he was not expected to direct the policy of the department or deal 
with its wider functions. When Massiac had been dispensed with Le Normant retired 
with the title of Councillor of State and a pension of 20,000 livres. 
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ships, some twenty individuals, who possess favor and credit, purchase every
thing, and thereby r ender commerce quasi exclusive.1 

2nd From vast fortunes r apidly accustoming those who possess them to 
luxury and to not hesitating to pay too much for provisions, and to contempt 
for money in consequence of the facility of regaining it. 

3rd The colonist is astounded to see the orders of the Intendant, in addi
tion to the cards, circulating in the market to the extent of thirty millions. 
P eople fear, I think without foundation, that the gove=ent will make a sort 
of assignment or authorize a depreciation. This opinion induces them to 
sell and speculate at an extravagant scale and price, and this will be much 
worse if bills of exchange be issued this fall at five terms, as is reported. The 
Ring will be the gr eatest loser, because in this country, where he is purchaser 
aud employer, his expenses will likewise increase. You will hardly believe 
one cer tain fact that thirty-six livres in notes representing money in Canada, 
are paid for 24 francs in hard cash, and some colonists are beginning to offer 
double, because few people are willing to part with their cash through fear of 
the paper. Any one able to draw bills of exchange on France for 25,000 ecus, 
payable the 1st April, 1760, may obtain in the square of Quebec one hundred 
thousand francs in ordinances of the Intendant, and should the Intendant this 

1 In this and the followi ng documents Montcalm gives expression to the widely 
current popular conceptions of t he chief causes of high prices in Canada and of the 
r ather obvious but inaccurately appraised corruption which prevailed in connection 
with them. In one form or another these popular convictions appear in nearly all of 
the documents of the period dealing with t he high prices and extravagant costs which 
prevailed ,during the last three years of the war. There was, of course, considerable 
ground for these convictions, but the explanations given were seldom accurate or 
correctly stated, while the personal responsibilities were very crudely apportioned. 
Only a detailed study of t he voluminous documents bearing on these matters will 
furn ish grounds for a correct estimate_ Naturally, only a very limited number of 
merchants at Quebec and Montreal had sufficient funds or credit to purchase what 
supplies reached the colonies in t he few pr ivately owned vessels which ventured to 
incur t he steadily increasing risks of trading to Quebec. Only the high prices to be 
obtained for such of these supplies as actually reached t heir destination, induced the 
owners to take the risks involved. The high prices, therefore, at which the goods were 
sold represented for t he most part the other side of the prices at which they were bought. 
Further , as Mon tcalm indicates in his additional explanation, much of which is, how
ever, r ather loose and inconsequent , the depreciation of the paper _money is an impor
tant fea ture, due largely to t he past action of the French Treasury and the fear of 
its future measures. But far the g r eater part of t he supplies for Canada were brought 
there either under th e arrangements with Cadet, the regular army contractor who had 
his agents in various French ports especially Bordeaux, or, more particularly during 
the last two years of the war, through the direct arrangements of the Department of 
the Marine and Colonies for t heir purchase in France, and their shipment in such 
French, Spanish, or Danish vessels as could be induced to take the risks for the rates 
offered. Montcalm's remark s have special r eference to the previous year, 1758. On 
October 23rd of t hat year t he Minister of Marine writes to the Controller General or 
Minister of Finance, urging him to afford the necessary financial accommodation for 
the Srs. Desclau x, La Thu iller ie and Dupuy, the correspondents or agents at Bordeaux 
of the contractors for Canadian stores. On the same date he writes again to say that 
unless these agents are enabled to procure in France the supplies asked for, it will be 
quite impossible to preserve t he colony. When Berryer took over the department in 
November 1st, he too m ade vigorous efforts to get supplies for Canada directly thro~gb 
his depart ment, and in this connection procured passports for Danish ships which had 
been i_l)duced to transport suppl ies to Canada. These and similar official documents 
relating to supplies for Canada will be found in Sfrie B, vol 108 pp 281 et se 
Obviously supplies for Canada were not easily furnished, nor ·were' the~ left to t:E 
capricious monopoly of n few Canadian merchants. • 
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-£all issue only hills of exchange in five terms, 100,000 francs will be procured 
for 66 to 67 thousand liVTes. 1 

4th I have alleged that there were 30 millions of money in circulation in 
paper, cards or coin, and there will be 12 millions more at the close of 1759. 
l suppose that there are at most 100 thousand souls in Canada; in the Kingdom 
,of France, I do not suppose more than 1,400 millions of money in circulation, 
:rnd more than 18 millions of souls; therefore, the proportion of money to 
the number of heads is six times greater in Canada than in F rance; hence, 
_provisions and labor the1·e must be six times dearer. 2 

[Not signed] 

FURTIIER RENARKS BY i\fO TT CAL1I ON THE FIN NCI.AL 
ORRUPTION3 

l,f. de 1lf onlcalm to ]if arshall de B elle I sle. 4 lilontreal, 12 April, 1759. 

The expenditures which have been paid at Quebec by the Treasurer of 
i.he Colony amount to twenty-four mill ions. The year before, the expenditures 

1 I n France the term " franc" was now in common use to designate the unit of value 
and appeared on the new coinage, very little of which, however , came to Canada. In 
Canada the coinage and the paper money bore the old term "livre", not only to the time 
of t he conquest, but, in the case of the coins, fo r three quarter s of a century later, 
during which period the old French coins constituted t he chief circulating medium 
among the common people of Lower Canada . 

2 Only a portion of this despatch is reproduced. The first part deals with the 
abandoning of Fort Duqu esne and includes a severe criticism of the poor but e.xpen
sive construct ion of the colon ial for t s , owing to entrusting the work to Canadian 
-e:igineers, such as de Lery and h is present successor de Lobiniere, whose honesty is 
impugned. Cri ticism is also directed against Le Mercier, which is given more fully 
in the portion reproduced from the succeeding despatch of Belle Isle. The doings oi 
.Sr. Cadet and his associates in the supply contracts received a fli ng. Although aclu1ow
ledging that it is not h is business to manage the finances of the colony, yet as their 
actual man agement affects everything, he proceeds to give his impress ions as here 
reproduced. Following this he continues to r eport hea rsay evidence as to t he mani
pulation of accounts. A number of the officers from France, he admits, ar e not above 
]lrofiting at the king 's expense, but less extens ively and less flagrantly than the colonial 
officers and officials. H ence, with t he high prices which prevail, the officers from 
France are unable to l ive on their pay. He himself is in debt for advances to t he 
-extent of 10,000 ecus. The other officers, however, he has forb iden to borrow and has 
repudiated in advance any r epaymen t of advances made to them. To rel ieve the 
h ardships of inadequate pay he suggests various remedies. Deprecating the necessity 
for criticism he makes complimentary remarks with reference to the talent and industry 
of Bigot in particular, ind ica ting that he is a very likable person and a very good fr iend 
of his . He concludes wit h a reference to the 1·adical changes required in t he method 
of warfare in Amer ica. No longer ca n it consist of ir regular raids by undisciplined 
bands of Cana dians and Indians, henceforth there must be r egular campaigns as in 
Europe. 

3 Translation r ev ised from 1ew York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 960. 
4 Charles-Louis-Auguste Fouquet, Comte de Belle hie, was at this time minister 

of war , having succeeded Paulmy (see note 2, p. 883) Februar y 25th, 1758. He w as 
born at Villefranche 22nd September, 1G84. His fa ther , the Marqu is of Belle I sle, was 
son of Nicolas Fouquet, for a time superintendent of fi nance under Louis XIV. He 
had a long and distinguished militar y ca reer and attained to the rank of Marsh al in 
17_37. H e was employed in many notable diplomatic transactions of a mor e or less 
milita ry nature. In 1748, in recognition of his varied services, he was created a duke 
.and a peer. In 1756 he was elected a member of the Academy. As Minister of War, 
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amounted to only twelve or thirteen millions. This year they will run up to 
thirty-six . Everybody appears to be in a hurry to make his fortune before the 
Colony is lost, which event, many, perhaps, may desire as an impenetrable veii 
over their conduct.1 The cr aving after wealth has an influence on the war, and 
:M. de Vaudreuil does not doubt it. Instead of reducing the expenditures of 
Canada people wish to profit by everything; why abandon positions which 
serve as a pretext to make private fortunes? Transport is distributed to 
favorites. The agreement with the contractor is as unknown to me as it is to 
the public. 'Tis reported that those who have crowded into trade, participate 
in i t. Has the King need of purchasing goods for the Indians? Instead of 
buying them directly, a favorite is notified who purchases at any price wha t
ever; then 111. Bigot has them removed to the King's stores, allowing a profi t 
of one hundred and even one hundred and fifty per cent, to those whom it is 
desired to fayor. I s ar tillery to be transported, gun-carriao-es carts implc-

,, t> ' ' ments to be m ade? ::i\L Mercier, - commandant of the artillery, is the contractor 

notwithstanding his advanced years, he was exceptionally active and continued the 
policy of r efonn inaugura ted by his predecessor, Paulmy. Among the abuses mitigated, 
if not altogether eradicated, were those connected with the prevailing nepotism in the 
appointment of officer r. H e died in harness in t he year 1761 at t he age of seventy
seven, having outlived his f a mily and leaving no descendants. (See Biographie Univer
selle, Vol. 4, p. 104.) H e had been a strong advocate of the French position in the 
Seven Years W ar His views with reference to the importance of a colonial empire 
for France and more p ar ticularly the American Colonies, of which Canada was the 
centre, wer e v igorously expressed in a letter to t he Minister of Marine, Moras, 13th 
February, 1757, shortly after taking office as Minister of War. From well informed 
correspondents in England he lea rned that Pitt, t he new power behind the throne, 
backed by the commercia l element, was resolved upon vigorous measures in -'orth 
America. Large forces wer e going forward and Pitt had declared that if these wer ~ 
not suffic ien t more would follow. Since Amer ica had been the chief cause of the war 
with France, B elle I sle wa s strong ly in favour of concentrat ing efforts there. French 
successes in that qua rter would alone determine the E nglish to accept peace. It is 
essential, also, tha t F rance should possess Acadia if t he peace is to be lasting. He 
regards Vaudreu il's estima te of t he troops r equired as quite inadequate and would 
send at least 4,000 men, which was more than double his estimate. For the first time 
the E nglish are about to send regular troops to America who will not be so easily 
disposed of as t he fo rmer r aw recruits . He therefore strongly urges upon the new 
Minister of Marine the necess it y for prompt and vigorous measures, as delay and 
neglect may be fatal. (See Documents relating to the Colonial History of the State 
of New York, Par is Docs. Vol. X , p. 526.) Recognizing that the cost of campa igns in 
Canada would be very g rea t, Belle I sle advised curtailment of expenditure in other 
quarter s. In h is a dministration of t he military operations in New France he found it 
impossible to maintain ha1·mony between the older and newer French officers there. 
Alike at Louisbourg and Quebec his plans were thwarted by inadequate supplies from 
France, part ly due to the ministry a nd partly to the British supremacy at sea. It was 
the fate of Belle I sle to l ive long enough to see his plans frustrated in the total loss 
of Canada. 

1 This could not app ly to B igot, at least , who took extraordinary pains to collect 
and transport to Fra nce all the r ecords in the colony, ecOn!)mic and oth~r; requesting 
the m inis ter on their arrival to have them securely deposited and specially guarded. 
The British Government afierwards complained t hat many of these papers should 
have been lef t in Canada in accordance with the terms of the capitulation of Montreal. 

2 Frani,;ois Le Mercier, Knight of t he Royal and Military Order of St. Louis . ~-as 
born in France, but went out as a military recruit to Canada abo_ut 1739 or 40. Bemg 
evidently of a studious and enterprising dispositioi:i he devo~ed himself to _the study of 
the profess ion of arms , quite beyond the immediate r equirements ~f his r ~nk, and 
thus prepared h imself for well-merited advancement. He devoted his attention more 
particularly to the departments of engineeril)g: and artjllerr, t he latte!" not then much 
developed in Can ada. H e was frankly amb1t1ous to nse 111 the service and was not 
backward in claiming such promotion as his qualifications seemed to justify. In the 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 897 

under other people' s names. Every thing is done badly and at a high price. 
This officer, who came out twenty years ago as a simple soldier, will soon be 

spring of 1743 he was advanced to ,t he position of assistant to i'll. Dupin Belugard in 
command of t he colonial artillery. Two years later, in the spring of 1745, although 
still only an ensign , t he minister commended h im highly to Marshal de Brancas, adding 
that he wou ld have much satisfa ction in promoting him whenever possible. At the 
same time the min ister awarded him a gratuity for the special attention he had given 
to the study of a r tillery. The followi ng year Hocquart specially commended him to 
the minister. H e went over to France, apparently in the autumn of 1748, to take a 
special course of inst ruction . A report on the successful operation of the St. Maurica 
Iron Works, n ear Three Rivers, had suggested to the minister the possibility of 
constructing artillery in Ca nada. H e t herefore resolved that Le Merc ier should remain 
in France fo r the year 1749 in order to study the details of the manufacture of 
artillery, so that on h is r eturn to Canada he might be able to superintend its construc
tion there. With this obj ect in view he was sent first to the arsenal at Metz, then to 
Douay and the forges a t P a r cheminier. In February 1750 he visited, also, the forge;; 
of Rancogne, where cannon were ca st. He returned to Canada in the spring of 1750. 
At the same time a specia l company of fif ty bombard iers was sent to the colony for 
the first time, and t h e command of it was given to Le Mercier who then held the rank 
of lieutena nt. At the end of March the minister wrote to him with instructions to 
make a survey of t he St . Maurice forges with a view to the possible casting of cannon 
and mortars t here. B efore h is departure from France, he was appointed commander of 
artillery in New France. In this capacity, in November 1751, Le Mercier reported 
favour.ably u pon t h e new company of gunners organized in Canada and asked 
to be rnised to t he r ank of cap ta in. This favo ur was not granted until the spring of 
1753 when he became captain of a company of bombardiers -at Quebec. Duquesne, 
who was then gover nor , r eported to the minister, in 1753, that, r ecognizing 
his manifest a bility, h e h ad found it expedient to assign to Le Mercier the 
combined departments of engineering and artillery, and had entrusted him also 
with the custody and distr ibut ion of munitions. When, in 1754, serious trouble 
with the English began to develop on the Ohio, Le Mercier went west with his company 
to join P ean on the south shore of Lake Erie and arrived ultimately at Fort Du
quesne. In 1755 he was back at Montreal and was assigned to take part with Baron 
Dieskau and the n ew troops from France in r esisting Johnson's threatened attack 
on Fort •F reder ick. There the jealousies a.nd mutual recriminations between the 
Canadian officer s and those from France first found definite expression. The partisan 
spirit extended to a ll elements in the colony and has ever since obscured sound judg
ment on the events connected with t he clos ing years of French rule. For the unfor
t unate results of Dieskau 's campaign t he officers from F rance held Le Mercier and 
P ean ch iefly r esponsible, sin ce t he General was supposed to have relied entirely on 
t heir loca l knowledge and counsel. Nothing daunted, however , Le Mercier, writing to 
the minister in October of t he same year, recounted his services and asked for the Cross 
of St. Louis. A year later h e expr essed his r egrets t hat he had not yet been granted 
that favour. Not till May, 1757, d id he, a long with several other officers, receive this 
coveted decoration. In 1750 he t ook part, under Montca lm, in the siege and capture 
of Oswego. B igot, expressing Canadian sentiment, attributed much of the success to 
the reluctantly a ccepted coun sel of Le Mercier, while Montcalm's mouthpiece, Dorei l, 
rather beli ttled his services and advised the minister to send out from France a 
thoroughly tra ined artillery officer t o take command of that branch of the service. 
From Oswego Le Mer cier accompanied Montcalm to Carillon in the autumn of 1756 
and was immedi ately employed in r econnoitering Lake George. Evidently on the 
recommenda t ions of V au dreu il in March 1757, the minister announced that the King 
had approved t he choice of Le Mercier for the command of the artillery of the colony, 
t hen composed of two companies and a school of instruction in that branch. He 
suggested, a lso, that it might be necessary to confer on h im a special temporary rank
he was then only a captain-to avoid difficulties with the other officers. It was at this 
time that he r eceived t he Cross of St. Louis. The same year, 1757, he took part in 
the capture of F ort W illiam H enry, the artiller y then including a hundred and eigh ty 
gunner s, etc., and eight officers . To Le Mercier and Dumas, Montcalm conceded the 
qualified compl imen t t hat t hey wer e not wanting in spi r it and certain ta lents, including 
a capacity for in t r igue. Va udr euil, on the other hand, held Le Mercier in the highest 
esteem. In 1758 h e was still with Montcalm at the notable repulse of the Britu;h 
attack on For t Ca rillon , and was deputed by him, 26th July, to personally convey to 
Vaudreuil immediate info rmation of the victory. Unfortunately the honours of th is 
action wer e bitterly contes ted between the two factions in Canada. Vaudreuil claimed 
that Montcalm would have r et ired from the fort but for the vigorous r emonstrance 
of the colon ial officer s , Le Mercier and Lotbiniere, while Montcalm's friends claimed 
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worth abou t six or seven hundred thousand livres, perhaps a million, if these 
things continue. I have often respectfully spoken to M. de Vaudreuil and 
:111. Bigot of these expenses; each throws the blame on bis colleague. The 
people alarmed at these expenses, fear a depreciation in the paper money of 
the country : the evil effect is, the cost of food is increasing and the Canadians 
who do not participate in tho e illicit profits, are disloyal to the Government. 

the victory as the clearest vindication of the r egular army and rejoiced in the fact 
that no t an Indian was present, although admitting that they might have been usefully 
and typically employed in gathering scalps from an enemy r etreating in panic. Le 
Merc ier served in the defence of Quebec in 1759, and after its capture retired with 
Vaudreuil to Montreal, leaving Levis in command of the French forces. After the 
loss of Quebec, Vaudreuil decided to send a special envoy to the court to explain the 
Canadian situation and to represent the urgent requirements of the colony if it were 
to be r etained until peace cou ld be made. For t his mission he selected Le Mercier and 
in this selection Levis concurred. Accordingly Le Mercier visited Levis and obtained 
from him his reports and despatches , leaving for France in the latter part of November. 
After delivering h is despatches and discussing the Canadian situation wit h the min
ister, he prepared a memoir on the condition of the colony and the minimum require
ments to enable it to hold out unti l the spring of 1762. This memoir is dated Ver
sailles, 7th J anuary, 1760 (Serie C11 I, Vol. 105. fol. 267. Given also in New York 
Documents, V ol. X, p. 1065) . He sent in also on the same date a short survey of the 
conditions of the colony (Sfrie C11 I, Vol. 105, fol. 257) . The memoir consists largely 
of details as to the extensive supplies which must be sent to Canada under a strong 
convoy of war vessels at the earliest possible date in the spring of 1760. At least 4,000 
men must be sent, and they must reach the river before the English. Quebec must be 
attacked and recaptured before assistance arrives for the British garrison. Then, 
protected by t he French ships and artillery blocking the river, a limited garrison can 
hold Quebec while the body of the army, newly equipped and provisioned, may ascend 
the rivt>r, taking the Richelieu route to the south and the St. Lawrence route to the 
west and thus effectively preventing any invasion by the British from t hese directions. 
To secure hearty co-operation of the Canadians, it is very essential that their confidence 
in the paper money which they hold should be r estored. In this connection be suggests 
that the King should send out such merchandise as is most in demand by the p('Op!e 
to the ex tent of at least 1,000,000 liv res. In return fo r this, 10,000,000 livres in notes 
and bills of exchange could be obtained. Such an operation would at once restore 
popular confidence in the paper money and liquidate an important section of the public 
debt. To supplement this the intendant should be authorized to draw new bills oi 
exchange for a speci fied amount to be distributed pro rata to the holders of the 
existing paper and bills, and promptly paid. On t he paper remaining in Canada after 
this reassuring operation, interest should be promised. Unless the confidence of the 
Canadians is restored in some such manner t hey may not prove very r el iable. If, 
however , Quebec is not retaken before the English a rrive all such financ ia l assistance 
for the inhabitants would be thrown away as fa r as France is concerned. Marshal 
Belle I sle, the Minister of War, writing to Levis after di scussing the Canadian situa
tion with Le Mer cier and some others acquainted with Canada, promised to send the 
necessary suppl ies, etc. A s indicated in the portion of Montcalm's despatch here given, 
and in another to Le Normant of the same date , he gives the general impression that 
the Canadian officer s were practically all profiting at the King's expense during the 
closing years of the war. Allowing for t he prevailing usages of the time and bis 
critical attitude towa1·ds the Canadian offi cers, there was doubtless considerable truth 
in Montcalm's assertion s . But it did not follow that many of t hese, and among them 
Le Merc ier, who were profiting fro m the lavish expenditures, inevitably incidental 
to the war, were not at t he same time zealous and efficient officers in their respective 
function s . One cannot ignore the psychology of the period in both France and Canada. 
In common wit h most of the permanent Canadian officials of t he period, Le Mercier, like 
Vaudreuil and B igot, was arraigned before t he tribunal set up to investigate the finan
cial operations in the colony. Though having undoubtedly acquired wealth in the 
colony, yet he was not considered to have been suffi ciently involved in illicit transactions 
to merit any special penalty and was therefore discharged by the court. Retaining his 
fortune and free from the cares of Canada through its cess ion to Britain, Mercier 
seems to have retired into comfortable oblivion. 
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They have confidence in the General of the French; hence what consternation 
on a ridiculous rumor circul ated this winter, that he had been poisoned. 1 

[Not signed] 

BIGOT'S EXPLA.r ATION OF THE LARGE E:XPE1'fl)ITURES2 

] J. B igot to M . B erryer. Quebec, 15th April, 1759. 

My Lord, 

I had the honor to advise yo u in my letter of the 23rd November last, 
that I perceived more certifi cates of expense were coming in since the com
mencement of the payments, from all the posts and forts of the Colony, than 
to the like date the preceding year, and that I was expecting the bills of 
exchange to be drawn in 1759 would exceed those drawn in 1758. 

I am now convinced that the excess will amount to from 7 to 9 millions, 
and that consequently the drawing of bills of exchange will amount th is year 
to from 31 to 33 millions. I judge so, pt from the increase of expenditures 
already come in and paid for, above those I bad paid in November and 
December 1757 and the first three months of 1758, and from 2 or 3 millions 
which yet r emain to be paid, as "-ell for the purchase of goods last year in 
the posts of the Upper country as for those procured in Quebec and Montreal 
since the last dra,ving of bills of exchange; 2nd from the works and other 
extraordinary expenditures authori zed in the course of this •winter and to be 
commenced as soon as the season will permit, which did not exist the preceding 
years; 3rd from the expenditures occasioned by the enemy's destroying Fort 
Frontenac, both for ,reimbursing the contractor for the provisions taken 
in that fort , and for the ·new establ ishments and erection of buildings at which 
men have be~n working since the fall. This third item will amount to 3 mil
lions at least. 

Of all the expend itu re incurred in the Colony, I am acquainted with only 
a part, viz: those in the inte1·ior between Camouraska and Montreal, such ns 
expresses and voyages in that extent of country, unforeseen expenses, plll'
chases of merchandise and cer ta in works at Quebec and Montreal, water and 
land carriage, construction of bateaux, pay of the troops, salaries and other 

1 Only a portion of th is despatch, also, is reproduced. Much of it deals with the 
same fea tures as that of the same date to Le Normant. The first part gives Mont
calm's reasons for believing that the colony would be Jost in the campaign of this year 
or next. The chief causes would be inadequate resources, the military and adminis
trative incapacity of Vaudreuil, the cynical c11pidity of Bigot and their common en
couragement of Canadian exploiters of the Canadian services. The latter part of the 
despatch attributes the losses to the west of Montreal to Vaudreuil's declining to follow 
Montcalm's advice, while keeping him ignorant of his own plans. In his general con
demnation of those connected ,vith the administration of the colony, as in the previous 
despatch, be 1·eserves a few compliments for Bigot alone. If peace could be made 
before the colony is quite lost the whole government of it must be radically changed. 
In this connection he refer s with approval to a somewhat remarkable book which had 
recently appea1·ed from the pen of the Marquis Mirabeau, under the title "L'Ami des 
Homrnes" in which the author demands that those who may return from the colonies 
with wealth must be disgraced and those honoured who return without it. Doubtless 
this book had considerable influence in directing public sentiment against the Canadian 
profiteers, under cover of which those nearer at home escaped, for the time being too 
inquisitive a notoriety. 

2 Translation r evised from 'ew York Documents, Vol. X, p. 966. 
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items of the King's Establishment, the allowance to the troops of the Line, 
and provisions and rations for the garrisons of the towns and the troops 
stationed in the rural districts, casualties and others who are allowed rations; 
all these will amount tog ther, at most, to from 9 to 10 millions, according 
to the calculation .[ have had made thereof on the payments of 1758. 

I definitely know how these ums have been expended, but I have no precise 
bow ledge of the expenses incurred in the army or in the posts and forts; I 
meet them neverth eless only on the certificates of the Commandants and on 
other regular vouchers in good form. It does not thence follow that great 
frauds may not be committed; an Intendan t could not in troduce order therein 
except by suppres ing the pretext for certain expenses, which cannot be done 
in war t ime. 

!The item of purchases -of merchandise and other small expenses in the 
forts and posts is very g reat; the French there occasion in part that expense; 
they purchase twice and may be oftener, for Brandy and other trifles, the 
good_s which the ommandant has issued to the Indians, and afterwards re-sell 
them to the King. These same Frenchmen encourage the Indians to be continu
ally cravino-, because they find their account therein ; and to resort to a fort, 
especially one of the fa rthest off, is sufficient to realize a competency by this 
or other commerce. "\Vere all the goods which are bought in Quebec and 
:Montreal and the forts on the King's account, calcul ated, perhaps they would 
be found double what has entered the Colony; this would happen from the 
pmchases m ade in the forts; for those made at Quebec and :Montreal are 
fi nal, and once out of the stores neYer come back there again. 

The item -0£ proYisions in the forts, and of the consumption in the armies, 
i also very considerable in every respect, especially iu what regards the 
J udians who always discover the secret of obtaining double and triple rations. 1 

The K ing's stores are stripped 0£ all sorts of goods; the last detachment 
for La Pr ' entation has emptied them; and the :Marquis de Vaudreuil 
informed me a few days ao-o, that he absolu tely required a certain number of 
outfits and cloth for the Tnclians ''"ho would come down, and for the opera
tions previ ous to the anival of the ships from France. I was informed that 
there were 100 bales 0£ merchandi se at La Chine which private individuals 
were carrying to the upper countries ; I had them purchased. These bales 
will contain , with other effects 1 have had collected from di,-ers merchants at 
Quebec, , 0 to J 00 thon and lines' worth of merchandise at the prices in 
France, and will nrnonnt to at Jen t 400,000 lines. R ow amid expending 
an endless nu mber o-f millions with prices so cxcessirn? You will be informed 
of all those prices and 0£ the expenses incuned in 175 by the memorandum 
in detail which 1 shall ha\'c the honor to address to you by the last ships. 

The war, besides, is now carried on in Canada in all respects as in 
Europe; the troop have thei r conveniences and a O'reat many officers ha,e as 
good cheer with the army as in France. A part of the expenses which the 
Ki ng incurs in thi s war, is al so to be att ributed to this mode of canying on 
the war. 

The Marqnis de :Montcalm cont innes to complain of the bad treatment of 
the Officers 0£ th e Linc; he says they have not wherewith to fo·e ; 'tis true. 
Board is 300 francs a month, exclu ive of wine; a Lieutenant cannot support 
himself at thi s rate. This Gcncrnl is impa tiently waitino- for :, favorable 

1 See note 1, p. 869. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 907 

The articles set forth above are sufficient to show the price of everything 
that has been left out, the enumeration of which would weary. A safe rule 
to go by, is to suppose them seven t imes greater than they generally cost ir: 
France, although many are twenty times as high. F or instance, a skein of 
thread or silk ·which usually costs 6 liards or 2 sols, sells at a constant price 
of 30 sols. As it is the nature of an evil which cannot be remedied to grow 
worse, we should expect even before the year 1759 closes, to se·e the prices of 
everything doubled or tripled. 

OBSERVATIONS 

The excessive r ates which this table shows, and it is such that one can 
never ha,·e seen i ts equal, proceed less from a real dearth than from the 
enormous expendi tmes of the Gover=ent, which have multiplied paper 
money without any consideration either for the quantity of the co=odities 
or for the number of consumers. 

1. To furn ish for each officer and h is serva'llt t he same rations during the winter 
as while in the field. This will not cost much more as they are furnished under the 
terms made with the contractor (Cadet). 

2. To confirm as regular the supplementary pay which, on h is convincing repre
sentations, the intendant had ah-eady temporarily advanced. This is justi fied also 
by the advances in pay granted to the French troops in Europe. 

3. T o provide the pay of the officers in bills of exchange of the first term, i.e. 
payable t h e first year, instead of bei ng extended over three years. See Serie C11 I, 
Vol. 104-1, p. 181, also given in New York Documents, Vol. X, p. 965. 

These proposals may be compared with the concessions made by the minister in his; 
despatch of January 8th, 1759. 

2 M. Bernier wrote t he letter of 15th April, 1759, on the general cond itions of the 
colony, to M. de Cremille, who at this time was associated with Belle I sle in the Ministry 
of War. It is given in Serie cu I, Vol. 104-2, fol. 349; also in New York Documents, 
Vol. X, p. 968. Montcalm may have urged the writing of this despatch, as, in his own 
letter to Cremille of 12th April, he states t hat Bernier was sending this letter to explain 
t he finan cial difficulties of the regula r officers in Canada, and specially commends its 
contents to the minis ter. H e ask s him, also, to refer to Doreil, who has returned to 
France, for such further particul ars or explanations as may be necessary (see Serie B, 
Vol. 108, p. 959). Bernier wen t out to Canada, first in the capacity of aide-de-camp 
to Baron de Dieskau. His son accompanied that general on his ill-fated expedition 
against the English colonies and was captured with him and sent to England in 1756. 
He was confined for a ti me in Edinburgh Castle. Soon after this Bernier, senior, 
returned to France and was sent out a second time, early in 1758, as assistant to Dorei!, 
Commissary of War under Montcalm. He arrived about the end of June but was laid 
up for a time. Dore il said h e had ab ility but was quite a novice in the duties of the 
office. Never theless, on November 11th, 1758, he succeeded Doreil as Commissary 
General. H e wa s being instructed, however , by Sr. Rochette who was quite familiar 
with the fun ctions of the .position (see Serie en I, Vol. 103, p. 765) . Bigot had com
mitted to h is charge the mil itary hospital at Quebec, and as he was acting in this 
capacity when the city was captured he was allowed to continue his functions without 
being made prisoner, and to communicate with the French fo rces and others. He also 
acted as the representative of Vaudreuil and Levis in their negotiations with the 
English general. A series of his letters while in charge of the hospital a re given in 
Vol. X , pp. 1-41, of the Levis Collection. These show that he remained at Quebec until 
after the 6th of November, 1759. On returning to the French army he resumed h is 
duties as commissary. H e made a report to Belle I sle covering conditions in Canada 
from June to September 1760, in wh ich h e accounts for the weakening of the French 
army through the desertion not only of the Canadians but also of t he regulars, 
especially those who had married in Canada. On his return to France with the army 
in 1760, h e continued to serve as commissary for the returned troops located at 
Poit_iers un til they were discharged, absorbed in t he regular army, or otherwise disposed 
of. In the t r anslation by E. B. O'Callaghan of the letter of 15th April, 1759, as given 
in, the New York Documents , Vol. X, p. 968, "argent" is rendered as "silver" instead 
of "money". Thus Bernier is represented as claiming that Canada had in circulation 
more si lver than Peru, which, of course, was absurd. Neither could such metallic 
currency h ave been depreciated, as Bernier states, to one seventh of its face value 
The obvious r eference is to the paper money with which the colony was being flooded. • 
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Some kinds of imported commodities have become scarce but the quantity 
of foodstuffs which are of prime necessity has always been the same, or the 
scarcity of one k ind bas been made up by the abundance of others. 

The p rice of provisions has risen by steady degrees, and these degrees 
!tave been in r atio with the expenditures of the Government. 

!These expenditures -which may be estimated from the total of the bills 
of exchange dr a,vn u pon the R oyal Treasury, have moun ted as foll ows : 

{

in 1754 to 7 or 8 hundred thousand livres. 
This is approximate, as 1755 " 4 millions. 

an individual can know them 1756 " 8 millions. 
only from public rumour. 1757 " 13 or 14 millions. 

1758 " 24 or 25 millions. 

It m ay be that thi s year, 1759, they will go up to 50 mill ions or more, 
whence i t is easy to foresee what will be the price of co= odities before 
J anuary 1760. 

Ther e is no other money in Canada but what is sent there by the King; 
now this steady rise in expenditures proves that the amount of money in the 
hands of individuals has been doubling each year, wh ile the quantity of com
modities, an d that of persons to consume them has remained unchanged. The 
purchaser, ar tisan and worker no longer haggle about the price of things. 
Those engaged in business have greatly increased, in every activity and in 
all departments. 

A compar ison of the volume of money and of the number of persons in 
Canada with those in France should establish the prices of co= odities in 
both on the same basis. 

Let us suppose in France 18 million people and 14: hundred millions of 
money in circulation ; which gives about 75 livres per bead. In Canada it 
cannot be supposed tha t there are above 80,000 persons; and the circulation 
in August was over 30,000,000 which gives 11 early 400 livres per head. Now 
the volume of commod ities in Canada being in proportion to that of F rance, 
their price should be six t imes greater than that in France, since the repre
sentati ve tokens exceed by six times the things to be represented. Now these 
tokens corning in profusion into the bands of those engaged in business, they 
do not feel the increasing r ates. The officers attached to the bodies of tro?ps 
of the line wh ich the King has sent to serve in Canada, are the only victims 
of this deluge of money which comes to light in all shapes and :fo rms. Out
siders and without business connections, they have only their pay, as it was 
£xecl on their anival; ample then, it sca rcely suffices at present to make their 
condition equal to that of a private soldier. 

It i s su ffic ient to prove from the table the actual price of everything 
and to show by these observatiune that the exorbitant rates are clue less to a 
real scarci ty th an to the enormous increase of paper money, regard being bad 
to tbe number of persons and to the discredit of this paper. 

Inves tigation into the cause of thi s increase of paper money does not 
come within my jurisdiction. If the situation in which the officers sent from 
France £ncl themselves can be seen by the minister just as i t is, I shall have 
ful fi lled my cluty. 1 

[Not signed.] 
1 This is a fair sample of the higher class repor ts on conditions in Canada as sent to 

the minis ter . It takes a pur ely t heoretica l view of the conditions affecting prices. It 
a ssumes as beyond quest ion the validity of expanding prices in Canada by working out 
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CRITICISM OF BIGOT'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE FINANCES 

Versailles, .August 29, 1759. 
M. J.HOOT. 

I am r eplying, Sir, to your two letters of December 3, 1758, 1 and .April 
15, 1759, 2 respeetiug the expenditures of tbe colony, by the £.rst of which you 
intimate that instead of lG millions of bills of exchange which you had drawn 
at the encl of 17 58, there may be drawn to the extent of 24 millions, a part of 
which ari ses from outlays made in preceding years, which were not known or 
paid un til 17 58 ; and by the second, that you estimate that the drawing 0£ 
such bills will be this year, 1759, from 31 to 33 millions. I believe that there 
has never been an instance of such enormous expenditures, nor of the easy 
manner with which you announce them, as if you supposed that stllIIS so vast. 
could be raised wi thou t difficulty, despite the expenditures of the other colonies 
nnd the multiplici ty of those to which the King is subjected in the midst of a 
general war. There is no longer a limit to those in Canada, the increase o-f 
which, with th e same nuinber of people and the same objects of expenditure 
is almost doubled every year, without it appearing that you give any other 
attention to them than to see them paid. Can you· imagine that I can possibly 
have such administra tion recommended to His Majesty, and that it will suffice 
to cer tify that you have ordered payments to the amount of 33 millions, in 
order to chaw such an immense amount out of th!3 Royal Treasmy, and that 
for expenditures made without orders, and often without necessity, always 
without economy ; an overcharge upon the least part of which would suffice 
to make a considerable fortune, and the amount of which is so little known to 
you that having believed that you had acquitted them all for 16 millions, you 
find 24 m illions of them two months later. 

mathematical proportions between the paper in circulation and the population in the 
country, as compa1·ed with similar calculations in France. As a matter of fact, of 
course, apart from the fallacy of t he method as applied to France itself, there was 
extremely little in common between general conditions in France and the very special 
situation in Canada at t h is p eriod. There would have been no serious congestion of 
so-called money in Canada, had the French government met its financial obligations. 
T•he greater part of the reputed money consisted simply of unpaid, and it was increas
in~ly feared unpayable bills of exchange drawn on the French treasury for expenditures 
in Canada. Fears a s to the possible failure to redeem the ,paper issues being confirmed, 
their values r apidly declined. P1· ices soared independently of all ordinary conditions 
of supply and demand. When an exactly similar situation as regards the incurring 
of obligations was created in Canada, under the British government, in the war of 
1812, there was the usual increase in prices due to a lively demand for all kinds of sup
plies and services , but no infla tion -due to an accumulation of unpaid bills of exchange 
on the home government. It is t rue that the French officers felt very keenly the discre
pancies between their pay and their, expenditures beyond the equipment furnished by 
the government. But much of this outlay was voluntary expenditure and could be re
gulated when necessary. In the case of the troops, little was called for beyond what 
the government provided, hence they were practically unaffected by variations in 
prices. On the other hand, Cadet was tied down by the terms of his contract, and in 
this respect was a very r eal sufferer from increasing prices. Beyond his contract, 
however, he could protect h imself. The attempts of the intendant to regulate prices 
as between producers and consumers, especially as regards wheat, had varying effects, 
very hard to determine as the enforcement was quite difficult. At the outlying posts 
they reaped great profits. This line of reasoning, however, will be better appreciated 
when it is known that the writer was specially commissioned by Montcalm and the 
other superior officers to m ake out a good case for them with the minister. See 
note 2, p. 907. . 

1 This letter is not available in full but a summary of it is given at~- 867. 
2 See Bigot to Berryer, p. 901. 
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Charged with the duty of the administration of Canada, particularly in 
the matter of the e,,.-penditure, the payment of which has been facilitated for 
you (p erhaps too greatly f ac·ilitated)'" by permitting you to draw bills of 
exchange, do you conceive that you have vindicated yourself from responsi
bility for the confusion that r eigns there, by asser ting that everything bas gone 
up in Canada to an excessive point, that i t is no longer possible to meet the 
expenditures of the posts, that at any sign of retrenchment the troops complain 
and the Indians thTeaten, that the greater part of the expenditures are incurred 
without your knowledge, and that abuses are great! I ask what measures you 
have been taking to Teduce these expenditures, -what representations you made 
to :M. de Vaudreuil with the object of avoiding those which might be dispensed 
with, and where a1·e the letteTs you have written to me or to my predecessors to 
give details of all the abuses, to name their authors, to point out the means of 
remedying them. In your correspondence I see only general phrases from 
which may be inferred much negligence and indulgence on your part. This 
is the corruption you are permitting. Here is that which is attributed to you 
directly; of having embarrassed trade in the free provisioning of the colony; 
of having banded over tb i fu rnishing of provisions to a single individual,1 

1 This was J oseph Ca det , Purveyor-Genera l for the French forces in Canada. 
Cadet was quite a r emarkable personage and played a very important part in the 
commercia l and fin ancia l a ffairs of Canada, especially during the last five years of 
French rule. Al though of h umble birth, he developed exceptional ab ility, energy, and 
administra tive talent. The son of a butcher, he was born at or near Quebec on the 
24th December, 1710. H e began li fe as a cattle dealer and butcher. Bigot has given 
a very i-emarkable account of h im, especially as to his economic transactions in Canada, 
official and otherwise. But having considered that Cadet, in his later evidence before 
the court and as the price of h is own favourable treatment, had sought to unjustly 
implicate h imself and other s , Bigot proceeds to denounce him in quite unmeasured 
terms and to represent h is car eer in the colony in a very sinister light. The extra
vagance of th is attack , r egardless of the strain under which it was made, has done 
much to discredit B igot's own case, apart from that of Cadet. See Bigot's Memoire, 
second volume, pp. 210 et seq. F or most of the particulars regarding the career of 
Cadet after r eturning to F ran ce we are indebted to the memoir of M. Alfred Barbier, 
Un Mim i tionnaire cltt Roi a lei N o1tvellc France, Joseph Cadet (1 756-1 781), Poitiers, 
1900. According to M. Barbier, his full name was J oseph Michel Cade.t. His father's 
name is g iven as F ran~ois J oseph Cadet or Caddee, and that of his mother as Marie 
Devenne. He ma n-ied Angelique Fortier at Quebec, and had three children, one son 
and two daughters. The daughter s afterwards married well in France. From his 
boyhood Cadet was conn ect ed with the cattle industry and soon acquired a wide know
ledge of the agr icultural r esources of the colony. Circumstances enabled hint to ut ilize 
his special knowledge, al ike for the benefit of his country, his own gain, and that of his 
associates. From t he intendancy of Hocquart he had special connections with the 
commissariat department and had fill ed his engagements with promptness and efficiency. 
Duri11g the peace which followed the treaty of 1748, h is well-organized and widely 
connected business in food products was rapidly developed. He was thus able to tender 
on advantageous terms for the steadily increasing commissariat requirements which 
the aggressive policy of France in America r equired. He was equally at home in the 
foreign trade of the colony. He had a growing fleet of his own and a varying number 
of chartered vessels engaged in the St. Lawrence and Atlantic trade. Deschenaux, 
the secretary of the intendant from Hocqua1·t's time, i-ecognized in Cadet a merchant 
of quite exceptional business capacity and enterprise among the Canadian traders, and 
realized the prospective advantages of h itching his own wagon to this ascending star. 
He laid his plans accordingly. P ean (q.v.) was also associated with Cadet and Des
chenaux in their commercial transactions. These constituted the famous triumvirate 
who carried on so much of the genera l trade of the country. This organization played 
two quite distinct roles in Canadian history. We have, on the one hand, their function 
as a remarkably efficient and successful commercial association, taking advantage of 
the usual conditions in time of war to carry on very extensive transactions, for the 
most part at high rates of profit. At t he same time, on the testimony of even their 
critics and enemies, they effectively met the requirements of the government, alike in 
the camps and at t he posts. On the other hand, we have the same association as seen 
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who, under the nnmc of commissary general has made himself master of every
thing and gives to every man the price he asks; of having bought on the King's 
account at second or third hand, what you should have bought at first 
hand at lrnlf the price, of having made the fortune of individuals who 

through the lenses of envy and malice on the part of unsuccessfu l competi tors, strongly 
enforced by t he general suffer ings incidental to a war end ing in defeat. From this 
point of view, apparently, no tales of heartless villainy were too mythical to obtain 
credence among t he popula ce, or to be set down in the voluminous anonymous memoirs 
with which Berryer fill ed the colonial cabinets. It was, unfortunately, in the ministry 
of marine and colonies tha t Mde. de Pompadour found shelter for Berryer when his 
methods as chief of p olice and confidential spy for the court had so outraged the 
public sentiment in Paris , that he had to hastily r esign that position, carrying with 
him to h is new office the only equipment which he possessed. We soon find him indicat
ing to Bigot, Cadet, a s in this despatch, and other colonial officers, that he has accu
mulated n ew and confidential information regarding their operations which will enable 
him to thoroughly under stand the conditions in New France. As a result of his reliance 
on these e>,.'tensive anonymou s accusations, h is despatches revealed more ignorance of 
the actual condit ions in Canada than those of any of his predecessors, and his failure 
in the department was more complete and more conspicuous than theirs. Thus he had 
soon to be r emoved, but many of his accumulated secret memoirs remained to deceive 
successive historia ns. Cadet's commercial enterpr ise, operating on his thorough 
practical knowledge of the economic resources of Canada, was the fundamental factor 
in the success of t he triumvirate. His methods were quite modern. He bought up 
heavily when world supplies were abundant and cheap, and disposed of his accumula
t ions at corresponding profits in times of scarcity. To facilitate these operations he 
had erected sever a l good stor ehouses , conveniently located for both land and water 
transport, a nd in t hese h e was able to carry supplies for two, or even three years. 
He also leased the lar gest and best equipped mills for the production of flour. Thus 
in years of scar city such as 1755 and 1757 he was practically independent of the scanty 
Canadian h arvests. This was a great boon to the public as preventing excessive 
competition for inadequate supplies, while his extensive purchases in years of plenty 
prevented a disastrous slump in prices for the farmers. Indeed he played the part 
in Canada of h is illust r ious namesake in Egypt, and apparently with as little gratitude 
on the part of t hose ch iefly benefited. It is a popular conviction that private profit and 
public benefit can not possibly coincide. Moreover, as the profits of Cadet and his associate~ 
accumulated, even in t he lean years, there was a common public feeling that in some 
way Cadet's oper a tions _produced, or at least aggravated the dearth. Another of the 
far-sighted commercial enterpr ises exhibited by the association and frequently cited 
in the anonymous memofrs as further evidence of their malevolence, was the establish
ment at Quebec of a la rge commercial depot, from which were offered, at both wholesale 
and retail, a ll kinds of g ood s,- an early prophecy, indeed, of the modern departmental 
store. Alike to those who flocked to it for bargains, and by the general body of the 
merchants who found its competition ruinous, it was known as "La Friponne" or 
"The Rogue". It proved so successful that a branch was opened at Montreal with 
equally profitable and t herefore r eprehensible results. Incidentally it may be observed 
that Cadet wa s a ccomplish ing what had been urged upon the government nearly a 
century before, by an observant official in France, that it should force back to the 
productive work of the farms t he g reater number of the petty retail traders, who even 
then overflowed the towns and even the country villages. Similar recommendations 
were being made to the government just before the Joss of the colony, but the un
popularity of anything t end ing to r educe the swarms of petty middlemen was almost 
beyond expression, Cadet however was not content with negative contributions to the 
policy of " back to the la nd". He devoted part of his capital to engaging the 
unemployed in clearing a nd cultivating suitable lands , especially in the district of 
Quebec where the local foo d supplies were as a rule inadequate. The people so 
employed wer e pa id in part in food from Cadet's stores. Apart from his unpopular 
commercial enterprises Cadet was noted for his kindness and generosity, including a 
lavish hospitality. N aturally, however, owing to the circumstances of his birth, his 
early associations, and want of education, he was sadly lacking in that conventional 
polish a nd refinement of manner s $0 affected in t he fashionable ci rcles of Quebec, at 
that time more fastid ious as to the social conventions of Paris than Paris itself. 
Cadet's purveying of government stores had extended with the needs of the aggressive 
expansion in Canada until, in 1756, he was practically discharging the functions of a 
commissary general. Already the French government was painfully conscious of the 
rapidly increasing outlays involved in its American policy. It recognized, also the 
difficulty of controlling its own officials in the transportation and distribution of' sup-
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have relations with you, by the advantages which you have enabled them 
to derive from these purchases and from other enterprises; and of keeping 
the most magnificent establishment and of gaming on the grandest scale in the 
midst of the public misery. Also all the letters from the colony unite in attri-

plies over such vast territories. At length the Minister of Marine, Machault, inquired 
from Bigot whether among the purveyors in Canada any one could assume the whole 
responsibility of provisioning the government forces, military and civil, throughout 
New France, including such Indians as might be specified by the government. At first 
Bigot was doubtful of finding a s ingle contractor to undertake so heavy and increasing 
an obligation. He considered, however, that at the time Cadet was the only one at all 
equipped for the task. It appears that Cadet himself had contemplated some such 
developmenti from his exis ting contracts, and had submitted to the minister a general 
proposition in that line. Th e minister requested Bigot to examine this, as a possible 
escape from the prevailing abuses. See the minister to Bigot, 31st March, 1756, Serio 
B, Vol. 103, p. 223. As a sequel to this Bigot asked Cadet, with Deschambeaux as 
most familiar with the conditions involved, to draw up a detailed contract to meet as 
effectively a s possible all probable contingencies. The contract as drafted and finally 
approved by Bigot, was submitted to the experts of the Marine department in France. 
The t erms of t he contract are given in full by M. Barbier op. cit. in an appendix of 
documents, see p. 349. In his r eply to Bigot of May 1757, (Serie B, Vol. 105, p. 238 
et. seq.) the minister grumbled at what he considered to be the high prices to be paid. 
The various rations and the prices to be allowed for each are given in articles 25 to 31 
of the contract, see pp. 354-6. He professed to believe that prices would fall materially 
during the course of the contract which was drawn for ten years . As a matter of 
fact, of course, prices rose qu ite rapidly, as shown in the table of prices following this 
document, and as Montcalm and his officers so constantly represented to the minister 
with abundant quotations of a similar nature. The minister was more accurately 
prophetic, however, as to t he probability of popular opposition in Canada to the 
monopoly features of the contract. He was careful to stipulate, therefore, in accept
ing it, that if it did not result in a considerable saving to the King, or even if it should 
otherwise give rise to Yalid criticisms, he should be at liberty to cancel it at any time. 
On the other hand, no remedy was afforded to the contractor should conditions prove 
exceptionally onerous for him. The contract was accepted by Bigot on behalf of the 
government, 26th October, 1756, to go into effect on January 1st, 1757. Needless to 
say, the contract was never repudiated, since, on the ground covered by it, it proved 
very econom ical to the government. For the same reason it was excessively un
popular with those who had previously benefited from the abuses complained of by the 
minister. Public sentiment ran strongly with the smaller dealers who found them
selves shut out. The contract contained such terms as that the e.xport of provisions 
from Canada should be prohibited until Cadet had acquired in either Canada or 
France two years' supplies of pork, beans, and flour. He was assured, also, of the 
services of a sufficient number of men to transport the provisions to the various parts 
of the country where they were to be delivered. As feared by the minister, this support 
by the govern ment added to the local unpopularity of Cadet's contract. Taking 
advantage of the general dissatisfaction, a number of the Quebec tradesmen and 
produce merchants, associated with several members of the Council, submitted a 
proposal to furnish certain supplies for three years at rates which compared 
favourably with those of Cadet. To accept their offer meant a virtual rupture of the 
contract just made with Cadet. With characteristic shrewdness, however, Bigot took 
advantage of the stipulations inserted by the minister and invited the new organiza
tion to make good their offer. When thus taken at their word they with one accord 
began to make excuses, admitting, when pressed, that they were in no position to 
carry out t heir proposals, which they had evidently expected to be rejected, in view 
of t he recen t contract. None who had not Cadet's exceptional organization and equip
ment for an effective and economic handling of the situation could have sustained 
for more than a few mon ths t he burdens involved. He had to face dearth in Canada 
from 1757, increasing captures by sea of his own and his chartered vessels with their 
cargoes, which no insurance could replace in Canada. There was, above all, the 
rapidly declining value and final collapse of the paper in which he was paid. Under 
such increasing disabilities Cadet implored to be relieved from his contract, but Bigot 
refused, throwing the r esponsibility on the home government, in other words, on 
Berryer. Pending the outcome of his appeal there, and to prevent the forfeiture of 
the very large sums already due from the government, Cadet continued to fulfil his 
obligations with r emarkable efficiency up to the final surrender of Montreal. Montcalm 
111ay 15, 1759, pays tribute to the efficiency of his services and the spirit of good wili 
which accompanied them in the midst of the mo,t trying circumstances. See Barbier 
p. 360. Meantime, the Crown could not meet its obligations to Cadet or protect by se~ 
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buting thi s misery to bad administration, and in blaming M. de Vaudreuil 
for wcakne s in not having taken it upon himself to reform it, which it would 
perhaps be useless to hope for. But as it is of supreme importance for the 
Kingdom to put a stop to the stream of bills of exchange, of which you give 

the supplies which he was sending to Canada to fulfil h is obligations there. Among 
the letters on this subject, see the correspondence of the Marine Department from 4th 
January 1758 to 20th November 1759, S erie B, Vol. 108, pp. 269, 272-4, 277, 309-12. A 
partial offset to his losses under the specific terms of the government contract, wa~ 
obtained from special suppl ies and equipment of various kinds furnished to the com
mandants and other officia ls at t he var ious posts. These were furn ished under the 
direct orders of t h e commandants themselves, on the ground that they were essential 
to t he King's service and were duly certified by them and the local controllers as to 
their character and value. Some of these suppl ies in both the west and the east were 
paid for in t he shape of cer t ificates for extra rations. This arrangement was utilized, 
for instance, by Va udreu il on a large scale , as when, at the siege of Quebec, the gov
ernor pressed in to service sever a l of the vessels owned or chartered by Cadet, a number 
of which wer e destroyed or captured. For these Cadet was remunerated in the shape 
of blocks of cer t ificates for rations, supposed to have been issued by him in the west, 
chiefly at N iagara. This arra ngement coming to Bigot's notice, the certificates were 
cancelled and Va udreui l, at a much later date, applied directly to the home govern
ment for the payment. See Vaudreuil's official declaration 28th September, 1767, given 
by Bar bier, p. 381. The ul timate cost to the King was much the same by either method, 
but the technica l irregularity of such trnnsactions afforded excellent ground for 
charges of wholesale fra ud by t hose entrusted with the prosecution of the Canadiaa 
officia ls. One r esult of Ca det's close fu lfilment of his obligations under the contract 
and one of the chief causes of clamour from the populace of Quebec, Montreal and 
other urban cen t res, was the fact that the troops, militia, and civic officials, with their 
waxing and wan ing h alo of savages at every western post , we·re regularly supplied 
with r ation s from Cadet's ships and stores, while in times of local dearth the urban 
population of t he colony was sometimes on the verge of starvation. The rural popu
lation was equally indignant because everything, which in the opinion of the officials 
they might spare, was requisitioned under Bigot's orders at rates intended to be 
a compromise between normal a nd f amine prices. Thus, in the effort to equalize the 
calamities of war, the unfortunate intendan t was e.xecrated by the farmers as a robber 
and by the townspeople as an extor t ioner. After the capitulation of Montreal Cadet 
returned t o France with Vaudr euil and the other chiefs of the colony. The court, 
whose ba d management of the war was being reflected in successive disasters the 
world over, which roused adverse public sentiment to a high pitch of alarm and 
indignation , naturally cast about for victims to draw the lightning. These seemed 
to be providen tia lly supplied in t he la tely arrived officials from Canada, the scene of 
the la st great disaster. Accor dingly t hey were ostentatiously seized upon and cast into 
the Bastille. Those w ho ha d managed in a more or less miserly spirit to conceal their 
wealth, assuming t h e garb of poverty or of injured innocence, were soon r eleased, 
regardless of thei r p er sonal responsibilities for the irregularities incidental to all wars; 
while those who h a d disp layed thei r wealth, especially in the form of generous r e~ief 
of public suffer ing or lavish hospi talities to tbe officers and other elements of high 
society at Quebec and Montreal , were extremely opportune objects of attack and were 
followed up with great r igour . Among the lat ter the most prominent were, of course, 
Bigot and Ca det and they drew t he lightning accord ingly. Cadet, in addition to a 
specific fine, was condemned to make restitut ion to the e.xtent of sLx million livres and 
was banish ed from Paris. When the storm of popular feeling had spent itself, justice 
assumed a more lenient mood in the case a t least of those for whom court favour or 
other influence could be brought t o bear. Cadet was one of the favoured. Not on!Y 
was he allowed to return to P aris but actively employed by the government m 
disentangling some of t h e fina ncial features of colonial administration. See letter of 
grace from the K ing, 5th Mar ch , 1764;-Barbier, p. 377. In the course of time it was 
discovered that he had many extensive and valid claims against the government for 
extraordinary services and expenditures after the suspension of. payments. _On the 
ground of ad justing h is a ffai r s in Ca nada, he was not only pernutted bu~ as~1~ted by 
the government to r eturn there for a time, after the peace of 1763. This VlSlt gave 
considerable alarm to GoYernor Carleton whose military point of view enabled him 
to perceive in the visit t he lay ing of plans for the recovery of Canada by France, 
should friction continue to develop with the British colonies to the south. See 
Carleton to Hillsborough J a nuary 18, 1769, Q. G, p. 9. For the French side of the 
promotion and a ssistanc~ granted to Cadet for this visit, see Serie B, Vol. 120, pp. 
357-60. After r eorganizing his fina nces, Cadet embarked on a remarkable career of 
land speculation in the purchase and renovation of ancient French estates with 
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notice for the eud of thi s year, it is the purpose of the King, to whom I have 
reported on them, th at you shall draw absolutely no more except for the 
pay and maintenance of the troops of the line and those of the colony, and 
for the indispensable expenditures of the colony respecting the military service, 
to which H .M. urges you to apply the greatest possible economy, as you 
must have observed from my earlier letters. And you will take care to indicate 
either in the heading or on the margin of the bills of exchange which you issue, 
the nature of the expenditure for which they are drawn. I warn you that, in 
defoult of this precaution, these bi] Is will not be paid in France.1 

·X· Inlify Lord's writing. 
[Not signed] 

P.8. In My L ord's writing. 

I beg you to r eflect most seriously on the manner in which the adminis
tration confided to you has been conducted up to the present. It is more 
important than perhaps you think. 

I REQUEST FOR COINED MO JEY FOR BILLS OF EXCH.A..i"'{GE 
II DR.A. WING OF BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

I. Year 1759. 

Tbe intendant has begged the officers and private persons who have coined 
money in their hands, to be good enough to remit it to him for bills of exchange 
on the Royal Treasury or on his banker. H e has need of it to purchase wheat. 2 

dilapidated chateau..x. Over the head of this enterprise he sought, but without 
success, to h ave himself vested with one at least of the ancient titles incidental to 
these estates. After a period of promising fortune, his land speculations, chiefly 
through an incompetent a ssociate, turned out very badly and by 1774 he was deeply 
involved in debt. He died practically ba nkrupt in 1781. 

1 As to Berryer's knowledge and t reatment of the Canadian situation see note 1, 
p. 887. 

2 Anticipating the suspens ion of payment of the Canadian paper, confirmed by 
the order of 16th October, 1759, see p. 929, following several postponements, the decree 
by the government r esul ted in its almost total discredit in the eyes of the common 
people. Most of the farm ers r efu sed, save under immediate compulsion, to part with 
t heir produce for anything but coined money, hence this appeal by Bigot, who, like Cadet, 
was employing his own r esources in both Canada and France in support of the King's 
service. This action of Bigot 's is tou ched upon also by M. Bernier in his historical 
summary of th e note referred to in his despatch of September 19, 1759, to the Due 
de Belle I sle (see N. Y. Documents, Vol. X, p. 1009, with quotation from p. 1003): 
"Provisions began to fall short; we were about to be conquered by famine. All thos~ 
who had specie were invited to give it for bills of exchange at sight on the Intendant's 
bankers ; with that wheat was obtained from the farmers". He adds that beef was 
available because the farmer s could not hide their cattle as they did their grain. This 
~ction on the part of the intendant 1·esulted in almost the last of the coined money 
m t~e colony following nearly all of the previous importations into the pockets of the 
hab1tcmts, with the result that those who returned to France carried with them nothing 



CURRENCY AND EXCHAN GE 

JI 

923 

The 7 t h [October] nfalart ic L left, by order of the General, after the petition 
of the firn battalions, to go to Montreal, to request bills of ex.change for the 
subsistence of the troops of the line from the first of 1iiay to the first of 
November , and to work at providing quar ters for the seven battalions that 
were to win ter in the Government of 1Iontreal. IIe arrived on the 9th, found 
the roads very bad and learned that the intendant bad been forced to give 
bills of exchange to the merchants, on the well founded remonstrances they 
had made to him. A proclamation was beaten giving notice that the next 
day they would begin to receive the ordonnances for the drawing of bills of 
exchange up to the 15 th inclusive:=f 

On the 11th another proclamation was beaten to announce that the with
drawal of the ordonnances would end on the 13th, p.m. That caused a great 
outcry. 

❖:•Nate by ]falarlic : " They call ordonnances, money notes for the sums 
of 205

, 311, 611, 1211, 2411, 4811, and 96n, which in the month of October were 
returned to the Treasurer , who gave receipts which were next converted into 
bills of ex.change on the Treasurers of the Colonies, payable in ,three years. 
There were ,also cards, engraved with the King's arms, of 5, 10, and 20", 
311, 6n, and 2411. " 

but paper. Bigot's own account of this transaction is g iven at considerable length in 
his memoir. After all official efforts had been made, on the combined authority of the 
governor and intendant, to requisition supplies in the district of Montreal, with the 
offer of 30 livrcs per bushel for wheat, nothing was forthcoming, the women being 
in charge of the farms. Bigot applied to Montcalm to induce hls officers on patriotic 
grounds to advance what coined money t hey had in r eturn for bills of exchange of the 
first draft. They declined, however, u nless Bigot would furnish drafts on his own 
banker s in F rance. This he ultimately consented to do and raised thereby 110,757 
livr es in coin , with which h e purchased wheat at 15 livres per bushel (niillot ). See 
Bigot 's Memoire, part 1, pp . 217-19. 

1 Malartic went to Montreal to make t he arrangements referred to as the result 
of a confe1·ence of all t he commanding officers of the troops with Levis, after the 
death of Montcal m. Levis is the general referred to. Ann J oseph Hyppolyte 
de Maurcs, Comte de Malartic was born a t Montauban 3rd July, 1730. 
His family was one of the most ancient in Armagnac. In 1745 he entered 
the n giment of la Sarre and shortly afterwards pa~sed to that of Bearn. With the 
latter he went to Canada in 1755 in t he a r my of Dieskau. After Montcalm's arr ival 
he was attached to him in all his operations, having the rank of major and was in
timately associated with Levis, Bourlamaque and Bougainville. He compiled Mont
calm's .iournal of the expedition which r esulted in the capture of Oswego, August 
1756. 1-Ie was wounded at the ba t tle of T icondel'Oga, or Carillon, 1758, and received 
the Cross of St. L ouis. H e was w ith Montcalm at the battle of the Plains and was 
also with Levis in t he counter attnck on Quebec, April 1760, where he was agai:i 
wounded. H e r eturned t o F r ance with t he army and was afterwards, 1763, promoted 
to the rnnk of colonel. H e cont inued to serve with distinction in var ious parts of the 
world, as in th e West I ndies, being commandant at Guadaloupe in 1770. In 1792 he 
was established a t l'Ile de Fra nce as governor of the French posts to the east of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with t he r a nk of Mar echal de Camp. He died there in J uly 1800. 
Much inter esting information on the closing years of F rench rule in Canada :s 
furn ished in his Jom·nal des Cmnpagnes ai i Canada de 1755 a 1760, published in 
Paris 1890. 
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THE FINA :rcrAL SYSTEM OF NEW FRANCE IN 1759 1 

REl\[ARRS ON THE GOVERNMENT [ca. 1759] 

FINANCES. 

There is an intendant who has under him a commissary performing the 
functions of controller and stationed at Montreal. The intendant himself 
resides at Quebec which is the place at which all the ships coming from 
France disch arge. There is a controller who resides at the same place, as also 
an agent of the Treasurer of the Marine, with a sub-agent at Montreal. There 
are several chief clerks and ordinary clerks, a store keeper for the King's 
goods and other articles, and one at Montreal. F rom these two places all the 
e~1)cdition sent to the posts of the colony leave, and there purchases are made 
when all the necessary goods do not arrive from F rance. In each fort, there 
is a store keeper who makes deliveries on the orders of the commandant ; the 
storekeepers of Quebec and Montreal do so on those of the intendant or com
missary. 

The intendant issues, so far as be deems necessary, currency notes which 
are the money of the country. They are of forty-eight livres, twenty-four 
livres, twelve livrns, si.x livres, three livres, thirty-six sols and twenty sols, and, 
for a year past, there have been some of ninety-six livres and of one thousand 
livres. In addition, there are cards which are of twelve, six and three livres 
and of thirty and fifteen sols : these are signed by the governor, intendant and 
controller. In tbe month of October, all those who hold these notes or cai·ds 
bring them to the treasurer, who gives them receipts for their_ total amount 
and at the end of the period, which is towards the 25th October, the treasUl'er 
accepts no more. Bills of exchange are then sent to those who hold the receipts. 
The total amount is divided into three terms and, in accordance with this 
arrangement, there are sent to each person, three bills of exchange, the first 
payable at the end of the year, the second at the end of the following, and the 
third at the end of the third year. These bills are issued by the treasurer and 
signed by tbe intendant. 

No payment is made at the Treasury which is not authorized by the inten
dant at Quebec, and by the co=issary controller at Montreal. Purchases are 
paid for on certificates issued by the store-keepers, to which are attached the 
receipt of the seller and the order for payment. Other e:i..-penditures, as for 
day labour, public \Yorks, wages, salaries, are paid on a simple order. In the 
case of the special works surrounding these two cities, there is an approved 
person who gives certificates for clay labour or for sums due, stating the reasons 
for them, which certificates are taken by those who have earned them, into 
Montreal or Quebec, but more commonly into Montreal, where the intendant or 
commissary countersig1Js them, after which the treasurer pays them without 

1 Charles de Plantavit, Chevalier de la Pause, from whose paper s the above is an 
e.xtra ct , was a n officer of t he batta lion of Guyenne. He served during the war in 
Canada from 1755 to 1760 -discharging many impor tant commissions. Like Malart ic 
and Desandrouin he kept a jour nal, afford ing a record of the actions and activities in 
which he was engaged. The importance of this for the milita ry history of the period 
is generously attested by Senator Chapais in his volume.- Le Marquis de Montcalm 
(Quebec, 1911 ) ; see p r eface , p. x. 
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question. One fourth denier per livi·e is retained from all that passes out of the 
Treasurer's office, and one· 1iv1·e for every receipt at the forts on the certificate 
of the store-keeper countersigned by the commandant. 

V .A UDREUIL'S EXCUSES FOR NOT SUPERVISING THE 
FINANCES 

Montreal, October 15, 1759. 
My Lord: 

I had the honour to inform you by my letter of May 20, that the existing 
circumstances did not permit me to take !)ognizance of the finances, and that 
I could not do it so long as the war lasted. • 

lVf. Bigot wrote me as soon as he r eceived your letter on this subj ect, and 
indeed be sent it to me to know if I wished to sign the notes which serve as 
money and give my atten tion to the duties you charged him with. 1 I replied 
to him that that would not be possible for me, so long as the war continued. 

The Intendant, since our return from the army, has again spoken to me 
on the matter, and he has shown me the letter he had the honour to write to 
you on thi s subj ect, in reply to yours. 2 I agree with him as to the difficulty of 
explaining the r easons for the notes on the Treasury which are to serve as 
money in place of the cards. He had the honour of laying before you the 
inconveniences. What is certain is that there must be some sort of paper which 
may circulate in the country for lack of cards, or coin must be sent from 
France, but the simpler course would be to increase the million of cards that 
there are in the colony, by several other millions. It will be for you, My Lord, 
to decide, and if you still think it necessary for the good of the service that I 
take cognizance of the fi n ances, I shall do so when peace is restored. 

I cannot conceal from you, :Hy Lord, that the Intendant has imparted to 
me his grief for the suspicions you appear to entertain as to his administration, 
as appears from the letters he has r eceived from you. 3 He does not deserve them, 
I am sure. He is full of zeal for the King's service, but as he is rich, or at 
least, passes for such, and as he is a man of merit, the malevolent people are 
jealous of him and insinuate that the King's finances have contributed to bis 
riches. Intimations of this kind have been made to me against him, but I have 
good reason to be assured that all he has done is contrary to what people have 
wished to make me believe, and I see no person who bas more at heart the 
interests of the King or who is a better citizen than be. 

The Intendant notified me after the return of the paper at the Treasury 
that there wa thirty mi11ion livi·es of it, including what he must give 
to the commissary. I was not surprised at it, because the expenditures 
must be much greater th is year than last. He asked me if I thought he ought 

1 See Berryer's letter to Bigot, 19th January, 1759, given at p. 879. A similar 
letter was sent to Vaudreuil on the same date, see Serie B, Vol. 109, pp. 47-52. 

2 This despa tch of Bigot's has not been found; probably it did not reach France. 
3 This doubtless has special r efer ence to Berryer's letters, 19th January, see p. 

879; 3rd Februai-y, see S erie B, Vol. 109, fol. 65, and especially that of 29th August, 
1759, given at p. 911, in which for the first time the minister makes a savage attack 
upon Bigot personally. 
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to have the bills of exchange drawn for four terms instead of three, or to return 
to the public a quar ter of the notes turned in, and draw only for three quarters. 
I advised him to do nothing of the kind and to continue the practice of the 
three terms in its en tirety fo r all the paper returned. For if he did otherwise, 
that would lead to an increase in the price of everything, which is already 
driven up excessively; there would be a total discredit of the paper, which the 
proximity of the enemy is already causing to too great an extent, and it 
might be feared t hat the i nhabitan ts of the country districts would envy the 
situation of those in Quebec who receive for their work coined money only. 

Fina1ly, l'.Iy Lord, I imagine thi s is the last year in which the expenses 
will be carried so high. I am of opinion that they will diminish considerably 
next year. 

[Signed] VAUDREUIL. 

SUSPEN I ON OF PAYMENT OF BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

I 

Ver ailles : October 15, 1759. 

THE KING 1-rn.vING HAD PRESENT E D to him in his council an account of 
the bills of exchange drawn in the last three years on the Treasurers General 
for the Colonies by their agents in Canada, Louisiana, St. Domingo, Martin
ique and Cayenne, arising from the expenditure on the war, together with the 
payments made on them by the said treasurers ; His Majesty observes that the 
bills of exchange matured to date, and amounting to very considerable sums, 
have been punctually paid at their maturities from the funds which, in spite 
of th

0
e difficulties of the t imes, he allocated for that purpose. But there remain 

to be paid, of those registered in the usual way by the said treasurers, in the 
order in which they have been presented to them, several millions payable at 
various maturi ties in the last months of this year and in the course of the years 
1760 and 1761. Re has been informed, at the same time, that, beyond the bills 
of exchange remaining to be paid of those registered by the said treasurers, 
there have been others drawn for very heavy amounts, for what purpose is not 
known, since they have not been presented to the said treasurers and the 
accounts pertaining to them have not arrived. .And His Majesty having con
sidered, on th e one hand, that in the present condition of the :finances and with 
the other expenditures which the -ivar renders unavoidable, it would be abso
lutely impossible to pay the said bills of exchange with the same promptness 
which has characterized the p:-tyment of those maturing up to the present, and, 
on the other, that it was necessary to check the excessive amounts of the said 
drafts by putting limits to them in each colony, he has resolved to e~-plain his 
i11tentions both as to the payment of the registered bills still unpaid and as to 
the limitation of the purpo es for which it shall be permitted to the agent-s of 
the said treasurers general in the colonies to draw in the future; also as to the 
form in which they are to be made out, both as regards bills which have been 
drawn up to the present but have not been registered, and those which may still 
be drawn before the said limitation can be put into effect in the colonies; and 
also as to measures nccessnry to put nn end to the abuses which have crept into 
the expenditures and employments giving rise to the said drafts. Wishing to 
provide for which, the r eport [ etc. J having been heard, 

2G5 '11-60 
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THE KING, being in his council, has ordered and hereby orders that there 
shall be a suspension, during the war, of the payment of the bills of exchange 
registered by tbe Treasurers General of the Colonies ( a statement of which 
is attached to the certifica te of the present decree); that, beginning three 
months after the conclusion of peace, payment of the said bills shall be 
punctually made by the said treasurers general, at the rate of five hundred 
thousand livrcs per month, according to the order and dates of their maturities, 
and that meanwhile interest at the r ate of five per cent. per year shall be paid 
by the said treasurers general every si.'< months, reckoning from the day of their 
maturity until the day of their payment. His Majesty desires and requires 
that, in future, th ere shall be drawn on the said treasurers by their agents in 
the colonies, no bil1s of exchange save only for those sums necessary for the 
payment of the salaries of the officials and employees in each colony, for the 
pay of the troops there maintained, for the outlays made for the ordinary 
subsistence and clothing of the said troops, for the special subsistence of expe
ditionary detachments, and for the purchase of arms and munitions of war. 
His Majesty expressly prohibits and forbids the said agents to draw on the 
Treasurers for the olonies for any other purposes whatsoever and under any 
pretext whatsoever. His Majesty also orders that, in all the bills of exchange 
hereafter drawn, express mention shall be made of the nature of the expen
ditures for the payment of which they have been issued, that they shall not 
be issued until after they have been countersigned by the intendant of the 
colony, and that whenc,,er an issue is made of bills of exchange thus explained 
and endorsed, there shall be r endered special statements for each form of ex
penditure, which shall distiug11ish the bills of exchange by numbers and shall 
set out their amounts, their elates and their maturities as well as the names of 
those to whose order they are drawn. .And these statements, signed by the 
agents and endorsed Ly the intendant, shall be sent without delay by the agent to 
the Treasurers and by the in tcncl:mt to the Secretary of State for the Department 
of the Marine, to be by him accounted for to His Majesty, together with the 
memoranda, which the intendant shall be obliged to attach to them, of the 
expenditures relating to the said drafts. His Majesty from this present elate 
enjoins the said trc,1surers to pay promptly at their matu.rity and from the 
funds to be assigned therefor, the bills of exchange made out as specified and 
included in the said statements. And with regard to the extraordinary expen
ditures made and to be made in the colonies, other than those the pmposes of 
which are above i ndicated, His Majesty desires and orders that the said inten
dants shall verify them by memoranda which shall distinguish the various 
types, their purposes and their amounts, and that they despatch the said memo
randa to the Secretary o-f tate for the Department of the Marine, in order that, 
on the r eport thus 1·cndercd by him to His Majesty, he may ordain that which is 
fitting with a view to accomplishing the definite liquidation of the said e:,.-pen
ditures and providing for the payment of that which is legitimately clue. .And 
as to the bills of exchange which may have been drawu and delivered since the 
issue of those registered by the treasurers g~ueral, [His Majesty J orders that 
their payment shall be suspended for eighteen mouths, imd that the said inten
dants shall send to the Secretary of State for the Department of the Marine, 
memoranda of tbe expenditures for which they were given, in order that, on a 
similar r eport by him to His :i\[ajesty, he may ordain what is fitting as to the 
payment of the said bills of exchange, both principal and interest. And in the 
case of law suits ari ing from the suspension of payment of the saicl bills of 

2G G41-6 0! 
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The terms concerning the bills of exchange drawn and remaining to be 
paid, and those which may be drawn up to the time when the arrangement 
prescribed comes into effect, tend to impair the credit naturally attaching to 
bills of exchange. But, in the end, the interest allowed to the holders during 
the period of suspension meets all that justice and equity can require in a 
measme of this kind. 

With regard to the terms involved in the prescription for bills of exchange 
in the future, they are of no interest to the merchants of France, except in so 
far as they should be made acquainted with the form appointed for those which 
are drawn in consequence of this prescription. 

You will see by the decree that the King reserves to himself the cognizance 
of the dispu tes which may arise out of the suspension of payments, and you 
will easily perceive that this provision is intended to save trade from the multi
plicity of suits to which it would be exposed without it. 

I am very pleased to acquaint you in advance with these arrangements, 
with a con£dence of which it is always a pleasure to afford you evidence. I 
rely so much on your zeal as to have no doubt that you will follow a course in 
accordance with the explanations I have entered upon with you. 

[Not signed] 

INSTRUCTIONS AS TO BILLS OF EXCHANGE TO BE DRAWN 
IN 1760 

Versailles, FebY 8, 1760. 
TO :M. BIGOT. 

I was only loo correct, Sir, when last year I indicated to you the painful 
impressions the administration of the finances of Canada had made upon me. I 
foresaw then the distressing situation in which we should find ourselves in 
meeting such great expenditures, and the cruel necessity of suddenly stopping 
payments. It is only after having exhausted every resource that the King has 
decided to suspend the payment of bills of exchange. I shall not enter with 
you into any greater detail in this regard ; you will find the motives sufficiently 
explained in the decree of the Council, which I attach hereto. 1 

I merely obser ve to you that His :Majesty, having always before him the 
interests of the merchants in whose hands all the bills of exchnnge are to be 
found, .has confined himself to ordering a limited suspension, allowing 
to the holders of the bill s of e.,change which have been registered the 
interest during thi s suspension; but as, on the other hand, it is indispensable 
to set limits for the futme on all these drafts, His Majesty has prescribed the 
objects for which bills of exchange may Qe drawn, and has fued the amount. 
To inform you regarding both, I attach herewith the tabular list wliich His 
Majesty has prescribed. You will observe that it amounts to a total of 2,400,000 
liVTes. His inten tion is that under no pretext whatsoever are bills of exchange 
to be drawn this year in excess of this sum. They would not be paid. But on 
the other hand, as arrangerne11ts have been made to meet this amount, His 
Majesty is agreeable that the 2,400,000 livres be paid in the course of the year 

1 Given at p. 929. 
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17Gl. Yo u will , in consequence, have all bills of exchange drawn only upon 
that appropriation, distributing the dates of maturity over the last nine month3. 

Before enter ing in to particulars with you as to the operations you must con
duct alike for t l1c payment of the expenditures for the current year and for the 
drawing of the bills of exchange relative thereto, I observe to you again that 
His Majesty expects that you wi ll give all your care to allaying the apprehension 
which thi s suspension may ca use in people's minds; the attachment to the 
service whi ch the people of Canada have shown at all times and on which His 
Majesty 1·elies as fir mly as ever, leads him to hope that you will fin d no 
difficulty in snccee<ling in thi s, when you let them know the desperate situation 
of the fin ances of the K ingdom, th e special concern that bas been shown in 
granting interest to the holders during the delay in paym<;nt, and fi nally, the 
assurance which you can give them, on behalf of His Majesty, of the pay
,nent of expenditure within a year which he has thought fit to fix at 2,400,000 
livres. His Maj esty relies so much on your zeal that he is confident that you 
will make good use of th is explanation of his intentions, and he knows too well 
the fidelity, of the Canadians not to be assured that they will yielJ themselves 
willingly to com pellinO' circumstances, His :Majesty having the firmest resolu
tion to pay oft the capita l as well, just as soon as times become more propitious. 1 

Furthermore, you will see by the decree of tbe Council that H is :Oiajest, 
reser ves to hi m elf the cognizance of disputes which may arise as the resu· 
of the suspension of the payment of the bills of exchange. If disputt. 
should ar ise among the inh abitants or on the par t of the trade of France with 
them, you will suspend them. They will easily understand, as the merchants 
in France have clone, that th is measure has no other object than to spare the 
inhabitants and merchants from the multiplicity of suits to which they might 
be exposed . 

Y ou ""ill have to look after an operation ordered by the decree of the 
Council which directs yon to send me special schedules of the bills of exchange 
which have been dra\\"n and issued since the distribution of those which 
have been regi tercd by the TreasureTs General of the Colonies, the payment 
of which is suspended for ei o-hteen months. As appears from the schedule 
you sent me last : car of tho e which were drawn, you will not have made out 
any bill s of exchange, at least I presume you have issued none since those that 
arri1°ed in Fr:rnce by th e las t vessels ; bu t you will have to drnw up a detailed 
statement of the expenditu res paid or remaining to be paid on the operations 
before and after the decree, up to and includiug December 31 of la t year, and 
you will send i t to me, so th at I may know the total amount of the expenditures 
the payment for wh ich is suspenderl. 

After hav i11 r.· thus an anged the ex penditures prior to 1760, you will ha,-e 
an exact regi ter kept of all those made during the current year ; you will 
deliver, for new expensrs only, the 11otcs on the Treasury which I am sending 

.t Choiseul as chief m inister did not at all agree with the drastic policy of the 
suspens ion of payment of t he bills of exchange, especially on t he professed ground of 
the exhau stion of the national t r easury. He fo resaw the natural consequences to be, 
not only the t otal d iscredit of the colonial paper, but a serious impai rment of govern
ment obligation s in any form. See his letter to the Controller General of 26th October, 
1761, when he took ove r t he depa r tment of the colonies from Berryer, Serie B, Vol. 113, 
pp. 286-92. T his would accoun t for Berryer's fever ish anxiety to prevent confirmation 
of t h is cr iticism by a general discredit of t he colonial paper, and therefore his desire 
that t he governor, intendant, and bishop should employ every possible means to calm 
the minds of the people of the colony on t he subject of the suspension. See also his 
circu lar to the French Cha mbers of Commerce, given below _p. 947. 
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to you by the vessels from Bordeaux, and which are drawn up in a new form; 
you will id entify these notes according to the nature of the expenditure which 
gave occasion fo r their issue, and in relation to the several headings contained 
in I.he statement wh ich 11.is l\Iajesty has decreed and which I am sending to 
yon signed by myself. When in the month of October these notes are returned 
to be converted into bills of exchange, you will correspondingly specify on the 
bills of exchange, with their amount, the nature of the expenditure as indicated 
on the notes which form the subj ect of the conversion. No extensive specifica
tion is necessary, it will suffice to indicate the headings of the sections. 

This detail to which I dcsir d to: subject the classification of the expendi
tures of anada last year, and wh ich you considered impossible on account 
of the multiplicity of the expenditures, will be easier today, partly on account 
of the reduction of these expenditures, and partly on account of the small 
amount to be drawn for, which is fixed at 2,400,000 livres. You will find the 
printed bills of exchange which I am sending you, along with forty notes of 
n form equally new. 1 

This new form in the notes and bilJs of exchange is given to them solely 
to assist you in making up the schedules of the former expenditures, and in 
order th at in the inspection of the money notes, they may be easily dis
tinguished. This form is in no way intended to favour the previous expen
ditures. It merely proceeds from the terms of the decree of the Council, and 
will contribute to make your work clearer. 

[ If, however, circumstances force you to exceed the expenditures of the 
colony, as £xed at 2,400,00011, although in no case are you to draw in excess 
of this sum, you will be good enough to have a schedule drawn up of the excess 
expendi tures and to send it to me as exact as is possible.] I should 
think, indeed, that the 2,400,000 livres will be sufficient, since the 
greater part of the items of the expenses consisted in the consumption of 
goods which took place in the forts and the distant posts, and the reduction in 
the number of forts and the nearness of those remaining ought to bring about 
a reduction in the expenses, and greater facility in establishing order and 
preven ting abuses. [ Since I am not entering into details as to the finances with 
M. de V audreuil, I request you to communicate to him this letter, so that he may 

1 These new forms of treasury notes and bills of exchange did not reach Bigot, 
although the instructions regarding them and the limitations of expenditures did. The 
latter were sent up from Gaspe, which the French vessels referred to reached in the 
spring of 1760. Bigot, writting to the minister from Montreal, 26 June, 1760, (Serie 
C11 I , Vol. 105-1, p. 224 ) states that, not wishing to infringe on the instructions 
prescribed as to the drawing of e.xchanges for that autumn and which were limited 
to a total of 2,400,000 liv1·es of the treasury notes of the new form, he bad narrowly 
restricted his .payments. He had drawn for only the permanent salaries, the soldiers' 
pay, ord inary and extraordinary gratuities and the wages of employees specified in 
the ,list sent him. He points out, however, that in the payments authorized no pro
vision was made for the civil administrntion, the clergy, ordinary supplies such as 
provisions and firewood, travelling expenses, including the transport of workmen, the 
construction and operation of batteaux, emplacements for artillery, hospitals, etc. 
Obviously, without provision for such services as these the French operations in Canada 
must be quite paralyzed, hence Bigot indicates that until he receives more specific 
instructions from the minister he will continue the more indispensable services. Should 
the new treasury notes and bills of exchange arrive before the end of the year, he will 
conform to the instructions regard ing them from the 1st January next, 1761. Before 
that time, however, no further assistance having arrived from France, Vaudreuil bad 
surrendered the whole colony, 8th September, 1760. 
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become informed as to the in tentions of His Majesty and the arrangement-s 
which have been made. He will be able to assist in allaying the anxiety of 
the people as to the currency notes and the bills of exchange1.] Furthermore, 
in the statement drawn up, you will find some items of expenditure set out in 
full, such as the pay of forty companies of infantry and two companies of 
artillery, nnd as neither of them is complete, there should be a surplus, as well 
as linder the heading of salaries to be paid to employees for the distribution of 
provisions in the colony. I shall enter into greater detail with you with respect 
to these provisions, in a special despatch. 

Not signed. 

FUTURE PAYMENT OF BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

Copy of the letter written by the ]1 arqui,s de Vaudreuil and l,1, Bigot, Governor 
and Intendant of Canada, to all the Captains of the Parishes of the 
Colony, dated l\Iontreal, June 15, 1760. 

We have just received, Sir, a letter from the minister, who orders us to 
announce on behalf of the King, to the colonists and inhabitants of Canada, 
the suspension of tlie payment of the treasurer's bills of exchange which His 
Maj esty bas been forced to make. He directs us to explain to them that the 
bills of exchange drawn in 1757 and 1758 will be punctually paid three 
months after the peace, with interest to be computed from the date they fall 
due until tha t of payment; that those drawn in 1759 will be l)aid in 18 
months, and that the trensury notes or ordinances will be retired and fully paid 
as soon as circumstances permit. 

His Majesty at the snme time orders us to assure all subject.s that it 
required noth ing less tbnn a total exhaustion of his finances to determine him 
to come to such a decision; but that he counts sufficiently upon their fidelity 
and attachment, of which they have given so many proofs, to be assured that 
they will await with patience and confidence, the payment of all these sums. 

You will read thi s letter :it the door of the chmch at the close of the 
mass on a holy cl ay, aud you will explain it to the habitants. 2 

[Signed] vA.trnREUIL & BIGOT. 

1 Berryer did, however, write to Vaudreuil on February 22nd, re the suspension 
of payment of the bills of exchange, urging him very particularly to calm the minds 
of the people owing to t he popular uneasiness which the action on the part of the 
government was likely to produce. The circula r letter which follows was the joint 
response of the governor and intendant. 

2 Bernier, writing from Trois Rivieres five days later says that the news of the 
order of 15th October last suspending the payment of Canadian bills of e.xchange, 
together with the rumour of the investigation to be held as to the purposes for which 
these bills were issu ed, ha s occasioned a ,panic in business and in the sentiments of 
the people, more easi ly imagined t han described. The rumour, also, that the bills 
certified a s for t he pay and sustenance of the troops will be promptly paid has 
occasioned furth er complaints. General Levis has issued an order to the army corps, 
that each one send in to h im their bi,lls of exchange and ordinances which he will 
petition the minister to pay. It is impossible to imagi'!e the eff~t of the _order on 
t he paper money which is their only means for procurmg supplies. The mtendant 
has used every means possible to create a favom'able view of the royal order and has 
isrned a circular letter on the subject. See Guerre, Correspondance, Vol. 3574, pp. 115-
121. Murray's comment which .follows this document, did not improve the credit of the 
Canadian Paper. W he;1 later the loss of the colony was confirmed, subject to the 
terms of the subsequent peace, Vaudreuil and Bigot issued a fur ther circular dated 
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:MURRAY' O:.\[:YENT S ON THE FOREGOING 1 

General Murray lo -the Captains of Militia. 

Sir: 
Quebec, 27th June, 1760. 

·w e )rnvc see:i the circul ar letter dated Montreal the 15th June and signed, 
Vaudreml and B igot. As they have been pleased to address certain explanations 
to Canad ians who ar c his B ri tannic :Majesty's subjects, we think fit to submit 
to you those which they wish to omit. 

By the arrcl rendered by the K ing of France on the 15th of October 
17592, h~ promises to pay the registered bills of exchange of 1757 and 1758'. 
commencing th ree months after the peace, at the rate of 500 000 livres a 
month, with interest ; the whole payable according to the o~der of their 
ma turity. As this includes the paper of all the other Colonies as well as that 
of Canada, i t needs no g reat arithmetician to calculate in how many years 
100 or 120 mill ions will be paid at the rate of six millions a year. 

15th September 1760, in wh ich they sta te that in view of the alarm of the people as to 
the r edemption of their pap er money, they wish to assure them of their personal con
fi_dence, supported by the promises of the King, that this money will be redeemed when 
circumstances are more favourable, the present delay being due only to the exceptional 
expenditures necessita ted by the wa r . The Canadians should therefore await the out
come with patience a nd confidence. They promised to spare no pains on their return to 
France to obtain from the K ing the fu lfilment of bis promises with the least possible 
delay. On these grounds they exhor t the Canadians to continue among themselves the 
circulation of the pa per money. See Haldimand Papers (Canadian Archives' Series 
B) , Vol. 1, p . 129, also Vol. 27, p. 52. The following day a copy of this notice was 
sent by Haldima nd to Amherst, with an inquiry as to what attitude should be taken 
wi th rngard to it . To t his Amh er st replied from Montreal that no official notice could 
be taken without im ply ing a certain sanction of it. But in order to favour the common 
people as much a s ,p ossible, it was desira hie to shut ones eyes to the fact of the volun
tary circulation of t he p aper money (B, Vol. 1, p. 132) . Colonel Burton when put in 
command of t he d istrict of T hree Rivers , took a different view of the situation. 
Assuming Murray's declar a t ion of June 27th 1760 to be evidence of the worthlessness 
of the paper money left in the coun t ry, he regarded all efforts to promote its circula
tion as attempts to defraud the people. He therefore issued an order, of September 
22nd 1760, to the Capta ins of t he Militia throughout the district, to be read by them 
to the inhabita nts of the respective parishes forbidding them to receive or give in pay
ment fo r goods any of the cards or other paper money, those who violated this order 
to be severely pu nished. See r epor t of the Public Archives 1918, Regne ~lilitaire, pp. 
81-5. Later, Burton and Amherst had evidently discussed the subject of the official 
attitude to be taken towards the paper money. In a letter of November 19th 1760, 
Burton, writing to Amherst, states that if he had understood him aright all disputes 
as to property and a ll obliga t ions involving paper money shall remain undisturbed for 
the present. Replying t o this on J a nuary 1st 1761, Amherst approves of the under
standing t hat the paper money is not to be regarded as having any st.andi_ng. All 
disputes which cannot be settled by voluntary agreement between the parties must 
remain su spended until t he K ing's plea sure is knovn1. See Series B, Vol. 21, p. 32. 
Thus the m atter stood for a time ; but , finding that arrangements were being made in 
France look ing to the liquidation of the bills of e.xchange which bad been transferred 
there, the holders of t h e miscellaneous paper in Canada, chiefly cards, ordinances and 
receipts for these, bega n to a gita te for its r ede_mption . . T~us Burton W:iting to 
Amhers t, 6th April 1762 repo~·ts that t he people m the district of Three Rivers are 
becoming cla morous for ;ometh ing to be done towal'ds a settlement in some form of 
the pa per wh ich they hold. rothing defin ite, however, could be done until the ultimate 
fate of Can ada was settled by t reaty. See also note 3, p. 993. 

1 New York Documents : Vol. 10, p. 1099. Revised Translation. 
2 Given above p. 929. 
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T he circular letter of Messrs Vaudreuil and Bigot conveys that the bills 
of exchaoge dr awn in 17 59, will be paid 18 months after the peace; but the 
King's edict says expressly, that as regards those of 1 '757 and 1758 which 
nre not r egistered, as well as those of 1759, they will not be examined until 
18 months after the peace, his 1'.Iajesty reserving to himself to order then 
whatever he shall see fit. 

It is to be presumed that the circular letter speaks more truly when it 
says, that the notes or or dinances will be retired and duly paid as soon as 
circumstances will permit, because circumstances will never permit. 

His Majesty, as it appears to us, seems to believe that the malversations 
of his servants have fully contr ibuted to the bankruptcy he is obliged to undergo. 

Y ou will read this letter at the door of the church, at the close of the 
mass on a holy day, and you will explain it thoroughly to the habitants; after 
which you ,vill cause it to be affixed to the said door, and take care that it be 
not removed on any pretext whatsoever. 

[Not signed] 

A true Copy 

[Signed] H. T. Cramahe.1 

Indorsed-Circular L etter lo the Captains of Militia in answer to that from 
lifonsr de Vaudreuil & Monsr Bigot, in B . G. "li fur-ray's Secrv• of Sepr 
10. 1760. 

l Hector Theophilus Cramahe was born 1720 of a family of French refugees who 
had sett led in England in 1740. He entered the British army as a volunteer. Most 
of his services from 1741 were in the fo reign field in connection with the 15th Regi
ment of foot. This permitted of his fa irly rapid promot ion until he had reached the 
r ank of captain in 1754. H e served in t he West Indies and in campaigns in Flanders 
and on the borders of France. He was at the siege of Louisbourg in 1758 and that of 
Quebec the following yeaT. When Murray succeeded to the command at Quebec he 
appointed Cramahe as h is secretar y, in which capacity he signed numerous official 
documents, su ch a s the one here given. On ovember 2nd, 1760, he was appointed a 
member of the military council at Quebec of which he was also the official secretary. 
In 1761 his regiment was ordered south, but he obtained Lor,d Amherst's permission 
to sell h is commiss ion and remain at Qu ebec in a civil capacity. At the close of the 
mi litary r egime he was continued by this pa tron Murray as a member of the new 
council, but, a s in his previous appointment, without the official sanction of the home 
government . Th is difficulty he wa s able to have r emedied when he went to England 
in 1766. T he Board of Trade recommended to the King that his position should be 
regularized by the issue of a royal mandamus confirming his appointment with all 
rights a nd p1·ivileges from the first . The mandamus was duly issued and registered 
in the council of Qu ebec 24th September 1766. Thus was preserved his seniority in 
the council and his claim to the position of president. Later, when Carleton left for 
England in 1770, he succeeded, by proclamation of 9th August of that year, to the 
posit ion of administrator of the proyince in virtue of being the senior member of the 
council. H e r eceived his formal commission in 1771 and continued to serve in this 
capacity unti l Carleton 's return, 18th September, 1774. Previously, when those 
appointed by the home government in 1764 as lieutenant governors of .Montreal and 
Three R ivers refused to act under Murray, t he latter reported to council that he 
regarded t he p ositions as vacant and appointed P. E. Irving as lieutenant governor of 
Montreal an d Crama he of Three R iver s. After the passing of the Quebec Act Cramahe 
received a commission as lieut enant governor of the province, but he lost this office, 
May 1st, t ogether with his position a s a member of council, retaining only the office 
of judge a dvocate on the American staff, which, in 1782, seemed likely to disappear also. 
He had much to do in various ways wi th t he currency and finance of the province. At 
an early meeting of the counci l of Quebec, after the establishment of civil govern
ment in 1764, Cramahe and Dunn were appointed a committee to prepare a draft 
ordinance for the regulat ion of t he currency of the province which was then in much 
confusion. I n J uly 1767 when T homas Mills , the first Receiver General of the pro-
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DESPERATE ·CIROUMSTA.L~CES OF OFFICERS RETURNED 
FROM OANADA1 

I 

La Rochelle, 25th November, 1760. 
TO )CARSHAL DE DELLE ISLN. 

947 
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which all the officers, from the highest to the lowest, who are returning from 
Canada, find themselves. They are absolutely without money; their pay has 
been issued in bills of exchange up to the last of August. Each of them may 
perhaps have paper money but that is of no value here . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

II 

TO M. DE CRE)IILLE. 2 
La Rochelle, 25th November, 1760. 

............................................................... 
Three mouths' pay is still due them. If it be possible, my Lord, to have 

them paid by the Marine from the l5t of September to the pt of January, it 
would be a great relief to them for the journeys and other expenses they have 
to undergo, and whilst waitiug the maturity of their bills of exchange, the 
majorit_y having no other means than their pay. 

UNPAID BILLS OF EXOR.A GE TO BEAR INTEREST 

Circular to the Chambers of Commerce 

Versailles, Deer 15, 1761. 

There was nothing I desired more sincerely, Gentlemen, when the King 
entrusted to me the Department of Marine and Colonies, than to submit a 
proposal to His Majesty to restore to the bills 0£ exchange of the colonies the 
credit they had lost. His Majesty, convinced of the benefit and of the neces
sity of giving fresh life to these bills, which were simply dead in the hands of 

vince, left for England his -papers were entrusted to Cramahe and on Augu~t 27 he 
took the oath as acting Receiver General. From 1782 to 1785 he frequently petitioned 
the successive ministers having charge of the colonial department, for assistance in 
the way of a pension or a sinecure office. Various appointments of the latter nature 
were suggested for him, among them the position of Sir Thomas Mills, as non-resident 
Receiver General, also that of Lieutenant G-Overnor of Detroit the latter of which 
appears to have been assigned him. He died a few years later. 

1 As may be observed by reference to the complete documents these e.xcerpts are 
from the letters of Chevalier de Levis, who succeeded Montcalm in command of the 
French troops. 

2 M. de Cremille was a ssociated for a time with Marshall de Belle Isle to lighten 
his work as Minister of War. 

265H-6li 
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the holders, had desired to extinguish them and pay the principal of them, but 
it was not possible in the existing situation, as you will yourselves understand. 
His Majesty has therefore done all that was practicable, as you will see by the 
decree which he has issued in his Council, of which I send you some copies. 1 

It assures, first of all, to holders the interest on the bills due from the dates 
of their maturity until December 31 of this year. He has bad this interest 
added to the amount of the bills to form a single capital sum, to which has 
been assigned interest at 5%- per annum, until the capital sum can be paid. 
The amounts on which interest will be paid will be made up accurately. That 
is all that the circumstances permit in favour of trade, to which I shall extend 
protection on all occasions. 2 

[Not signed.] 

PL1\.N FOR THE FUTURE CURRENCY OF CAN•ADA 

1\IEJ\fOIR ON CANADA DY llI. DE BOURL.UfAQUE. 3 

1st August, 1762. 

ro other money shall be current in the colony except that of printed 
paper and of th e same form as was in circulation there formerly, with this 

1 This arret is copied in Affairs Etrangeres, Amerique, Vol. 10-2, p. 424. It 
is dated 15th October, 1759, and makes new and special conditions for the liquidation 
of the paper of the v arious French colonies, other than Canada. It is stated that the 
bills drawn from Cana da will be treated in an equitable manner, the details of which 
have not yet b een deci ded upon. 

2 This is WTitten by M. de Choiseul Stainville who found it necessary to replace 
Berryer, u nder whom things had been going from bad to worse in the Department of 
Marin e and Colonies. He became minister, October 13th, 1761. Etienne Fran~ois de 
Choiseul, due de Stainville, was born June 28th, 1719. He entered the military 
service at an ear ly age and rose to distinction, becoming a: colonel in 1743 and lieute
nant-general in 1759 . He was created Comte de Stainville in 1743. He married the 
daughter and heiress of th e celebrated fi nancier Crozat, who was interested for a time 
in the Mississ ipp i t rade. Extravagant in his personal expenditure, Choiseul incurred 
heavy debts which, after his death, his wife employed her fortune in paying off and 
then r etired to a convent. He had formed a close alliance with Mde. de Pompadour, to 
whom his abilities Tendered him very serviceable. He proved an able ambassador at 
Rome and at Vienna. In 1758 he was created a peer as Due de Stainville, and on the 
3rd DecembeT of tha t year became MiniRter of Foreign Affairs. On the death of 
Belle I sle he was appointed Minister of War, 27th January, 17'61, transferring the 
department of foreig n affairs to his cousin Due de Praslin. On 13th October, 1761, he 
took over th e j oint department of Marine and Colonies, uniting it in 1762 with the 
department of War. The affairs of France were at this time well nigh desperate. He 
made, however, a dTama tic appeal to the patriotism of all classes throughout the 
kingdom. This was eminently successful and enabled him to reconstruct the army and 
rebuild the navy. In 1766 he re-exchanged places with his cousin Praslin, himself 
resuming t he depar tmen t of Foreign Affa irs. Under him were completed the final 
arrangements for the liquidation of the Canadian and British claims on the Canadian 
paper. One of his chief r eform movements in !<'ranee involved the suppression of the 
J esuit Order , under the edict of 1764. Falling out of favour he was dismissed in 
disgrace 24th December , 1770. He died at Paris 8th May 1785. 

3 New York Documents, Vol. 10, p. 1146. Revised translation. This is 
an extract from an extensive and interesting memoir by Bourlamaque furnish
ing a comprehensive survey largely from a milita ry ,point of view, of the past 
conditions, present situa tion,' and fu ture possibilities of the French Canadian colony, 
to be confined within reasonable and defensible limits not further to the west than 
Lake Ontario. It is founded on the assumption, which he strongly advocates, that 
Canada should be r eturned to France at the peace. He recognized that hitherto the 
safety of the colony had depended chiefly on the non-military character of the adjoining 
British colonies. On the other hand, the financ ial ruin of Canada had been chiefly 
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difference, that the ordinances shall be marked with a stamp and signed not 
only by the intendant, bu t al so by the governor-general and a commissary 
or comptroller appointed for that purpose. 

T he ordinances shall be _takc!1, as formerly, to the treasury annually, 
before the depar ture of the ships, m order to be withdrawn by the treasurer 
and repl aced by bills of exchange at one or more terms in favor of those 
who bri ng t hem in. 

A m inu te shall be dr awn up of the ord inances converted in to bills of 
exchange, which sha11 be signed by the intendant, comptroller treasurer and 

• ' l b h ' ' visec y t c governor-general ; which minute shall be transmitted to court. The 

due to the enormous a nd wastefu l expenditures necessary to reta in the favou r of the 
I ndians, and connected with which most of the fraud s and colonial fortunes had arisen. 
Recognizing the indolence and lack of enterpr ise of the general body of the French 
Canadian colonists, b e recommended an effective system of taxation intended to develop 
the country and provide for the support of a permanent mil itary force , leaving the 
people to cultiva te their far ms, develop t he fi sheries and: shipping, etc. Relatively to 
t he resources of t h e colony, t he taxation would be considerably more severe than that 
about to be proposed by t he British government fo r tbe English colonies. The portion 
of th is ex tensive memoir here r eproduced deals only with the proposed reforms in 
the currency a nd exch ange of the colony. His plan for a permanent cur rency is fa irly 
simple. Its essentia ls a r e very much t he same as those embodied in the system of 
army bills employed in Canada during' the war of 1812-16; the latter, however, were 
ret ired when t he war was over. On August 18th, t he minister acknowledged the 
receipt of the memoir and spoke favo urably of the general purpose of it. Bourlamaque 
went out with Montcalm in t he spring of 1756 as a colonel of engineers and third in 
command, after Levis. Although la ter qu ite eulogistic of Bourlamaque's abilities and 
services, Montcalm was at first qu ite critical of him as lacking in initiative and personal 
resour ce. See, for instance, h is lelter to the Minister of War of 1st November, 1756, 
g iven in Dussieux, p. 283. This attitude appears to have been due in some measure to 
Bourlamaque's original deference to Vaudreuil who was technically in supreme com
mand in Canada in military as well as civil affa irs. When he turned to l\lontcalm for 
orders he plainly improved rap idly in qual ity and received the highest commendations 
to the minister. He distinguished h imself at the capture of Oswego in 1756, in re
cogn ition of which h e was r aised to t he rank of br igadier general. He had charge of 
the preliminary operations for the attack and capture of Fort George, August 9th, 
1757. H e was left in command t here for a time, return ing to Quebec for the winter. 
In the opening of t he cam paign of 1758 he was at Fort William Henry and was 
designated by V au dreuil and Montcalm to command a t Carillon until r elieved by 
Montcalm. He was wounded in t he battle of 8th July and returned to Quebec. On 
Apr il 16th, 1759 h e was g iven command of the -a rmy of observat ion to be assembled 
at Carillon on l\fay 1st. W ith three battalions of regulars and a section of the mil itia 
he received instructions r e th e def ence of Carillon. It was recogn ized that his force 
was ina dequate to meet in the open the larger British army under Amherst. He was 
instructed therefore not to risk a major action but to hold the enemy in check as long 
as possible and then fall back afte r destroying the fortifications behind him, first at 
Carillon then at St. Frederick . Under these conditions Bourlamaque managed to so 
retard the advance of Amherst tha t when he took up his final position on the Richelieu, 
at Ile aux Noix, Amherst gave up the idea of proceeding fu r ther that season. Thus 
was a ch ieved the chief task a ss igned him, to prevent the junction of the forces of 
Wolfe a nd Amherst before Quebec. In t he end, however, Quebec fell to the army of 
Wolfe alone. In the spring of 1760 he took ,part wi th Levis, as second in command in 
the battle of St. Foy, Apri l 28th , in which Murray was driven back upon Quebec and 
probably saved fro m more serious consequences by the timely arrival of the Briti.;h, 
and not the F rench fl eet. T he French officers then recognized the impossibili ty of 
saving Ca na da , since the Briti sh were coming on in force. They sought merely to 
gain time in the hope of the declara tion of an a rmistice as a preliminary to peace 
negotiations. This idea prevailed in the counci l of war at Montreal in which Bourla
maque took part. T ime being refused by the Brit ish officers , they proceeded to 
fo rmulate the articles of capitula tion. Bourlamaque and Levis protested against the 
final form of t he articles, especially the ~ection preventing the office~s and troops from 
serving again during the war. Va udreuil , howeYer, would not risk an action and 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 953 

notes which have been withdrawn shall be burned and the record of their 
numbers preserved, that they may be replaced under the same designation, 
according as need shall be. 

As efforts should be made to give the most advantageous circulation to the 
paper money, it would be for the King's interest to withdraw from Canada the 
gold and si lver coin which the English will possibly leave there; and to this 
end, as soon as there shall be in circulation suffic ient paper money for daily 
trade, a bank should be established wnich would convert gold and silver coin 
into bills of exchange payable at sight, with a moderate premium. This opera
tion would prevent gold and silver coin depreciating the value of the notes, or 
passing by means of smugglers into foreign countries . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not signed. 

PL.AN TO INCITE A REBELLION Ur-.T.J)ER COVER OF ASCER
TAINING THE .A.MOUNT OF CANAD.A. P.A.PER1 

1'[E1'[0IR ON CAN.ADA 2 

(Attached lo the letter of M. Glemet of December 13, 1763.) 

'Tis not for me, simply a private individual, to pry into the wise views 
of the 1'vliuistry, but 'tis permitted me, as a good citizen, ardently to wish that 

surrendered the whole colony. In December 1762 Bourlamaque was made a major
general, and in F ebruary 1763 he was appointed governor of Guadaloupe. In April 
1764 he r eceived the temporary appointment as governor of :Martinique. A note from 
t~e minister to a relative, dated 231 September, 1764, expresses regret on learning of 
his death. 

1 Translation Revised from New York Documents : Vol. 10, p. 1155. 
2 The writer of thi s memoir wag in all probability Cardenau, see note 1, p. 977, 

who, in the portion which follows that r eproduced, refers to the fact that his survey 
of previou s conditions is onl y a precis of the memoir sent to the minister in March 
last. This is apparently the memoir making a survey of conditions in Canada from 
1728 to 1762, and given at p. 973, and which deals very fully with the development 
of the paper money. It was doubtless sent in March but bears the date of 30th April, 
when it may h ave been docketed. The similarity in style and sentiment of the two 
documents, especially in t he portions relating to the motives of the writer is sufficiently 
convincing. It is evident from both documents that he was intimately acquainted 
with the districts about Montreal. In the portion of the document not here given, he 
proposed to undertake most of his scheme in that district. The first part of the 
memoir is a general introduction to the proposals made. It is claimed that the 
important r esour ces of Canada have never been adequately represented to the Court. 
He refers particularly to the special qualities of the French Canadians, who are easily 
led by those who once gain their confidence. They are particularly devoted to the 
French Crown , a s indicated by the hardships which they patiently endured during the 
last ten years of Fren ch rule. The striking contrast between the harsh conduct of 
the French authorities and t he mi ld and k ind treatment of the English officials is 
likely to be the only serious obstacle to the accomplishment of his plan. In the sec
tion which follows t he portion •r eproduced he hopes much from the success of the 
Indian revol t th en in progress in the west under Pontiac. He claims to know quite 
well the character of th e Canadians, and that they are quite responsive to the same 
methods as succeed wit h the Ind ians. He then sets forth in detail his measures for 
accomplishing his plans in the district of Montreal, after making arrangements for 
his r etreat through the Indian connections with the west, and his return to France 
by way of New Orleans. 
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the State never lose sight of •Canada. Even ts sufficiently propitious may inter
vene to restore the possession of it, as well from the composition of the govern
ment of England as from the aversion of the Indians towards the English, 
and the friendship all the tribes feel for the French. 

In this idea, it were well to find means to prevent the extinction of that 
love which the inhabitants of the Colony may still preserve in their hearts for 
the rule of France. 

These are the means I propose. 
There remains in Canada a pretty considerable sum in notes, the circulat

ing medium before its invasion. I estimate that ¾th• at least are in the hands 
of the parish habitants who are persuaded, for the English never cease to 
insinuate this, that France will never pay them. 

The King should indertake to devise a project of some kind in connection 
with finding a method for retiring these notes. This method would serve as a 
pretext for sounding the habitants as to how they are disposed. But two or 
three persons, well known to them, must be found for whom they entertain 
some respect, persons of bo th discretion and intelligence. 

They would be invested with orders from His Majesty to pass, with the 
approval of the ourt of London, to Canada to .take up those notes and to con
clude with the habi tants such an arrangement as could be agreed upon, under 
pretext of a clo c examination of the expenditures of the Colony, of which it 
is desired to exclude the amount due to the irregularities of the administration. 
The pretext will appear, unfortunately, rather specious. 

'Twould not be necessary to have the habitants brought into the towns; 
on the contrary, 'twould be better for the object of the operation, to go from 
parish to parish, in order to be more at liberty to converse with them, on pre
tence of unwill ingness to divert them from their work. 

P erhaps 1 shall be told that the proper persons for the execution of this 
project would be bard to find. I believe there are plenty sufficiently disinter
ested to give up their personal interest in order to concut with that of the 
State, and the delicacy of whose mission is not liable to suspicion. But in 
th::it there con lei not be too much caution and discretion. 

[Not signed.] 

PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR PAYING THE CANADA 
P APER 

I 
VeTSailles, Nov' 23, 1762. 

TO lL DE FON TA::S-TEU. 1 

The procedure th at has been arranged, Sir, on account of the frauds 
committed in Canada beino- almost completed, it is necessary to make arrange
ments to provide at 'the e~rliest possible mome11 t for the liquidation of the 

1 Gaspar -Mo"ise de F ontanieu, Marquis de Fienne was born at Paris 1694. His 
father was Treasurer of the Marine from 1701 to 1710. In the latter year he was 
appointed Councillor to the 1\Iarine and placed in charge of_ the Bure~u o! the Colonies 
with the ti tle of Dir ector of Maritime Trade in the Colomes. He died m 1725. The 
son rose g radually through a series of important appointments, chiefly of a legal nature. 
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paper of that colony, in order to procure for trade the funds of which it has 
been deprived for a long time. But as it is necessary at the same time to 
take measures ·to ascertain the legitimate owners of this paper, relatively to 
what may be decided by the Commission of the Ohatelet1, I have thought that 

Among t hem wer e those of Councillor to Parliament, Master of Petitions, Intendant 
of the Army in Italy, 1733, and r egula r Councillor of State, 1751. On October 4th 
1757, he was appointed, by a n order-in-council, Commissioner of the Bureau of Com: 
merce, in -succession t o Macha u lt -d' Arnouville. He accumulated what is still re
cognized as a f,amous collection of books, manuscript documents and engravings · which 
wer: p~rchas~d by the King ii:t 1765. See Bonnassieux, Conseil de Commerce ,p. xlix. 
As md1cated m t he decree wh ich follows, he was one of the commissioners appointed 
in 1758 for t he liquidation of th e a ccounts of the navy and colonies. On October 29th 
1761, Choiseul , im mediately after becoming colonial minister, wrote to him as con: 
troller -general , expressing h is disapproval of t he policy r epresented in the establish
ment of the commission fo r t he liquidation of the colonial debts, and the subsequent 
decree of 15th October, 1759, suspending the payment of t he colonial paper. He 
declares that the Department of Mar ine (under Berryer) had quite lost public 
confidence. The establishm ent of t he commission began its weakening and the 
suspension of the payment of t he colonial bills of exchange had ruined it. See Serie B 
Vol. 113, pp. 286-92. H e rep resented t he necess ity for r estor ing the claims of the coloniai 
creditors, hence the n ew line of policy ou tlined in the circular to the Chambers of 
Commerce, given above, see p . 947. In t he order which follows this document, Fon
tanieu was appointed to vise the declarat ions sent in to Rochette. He was afterwards 
appoin ted as head of the board of liqu idation for the Canadian paper, and exercised 
large advisor y and discr etionary powers in dealing with the property of those con
demned by t h e tribunal of t he Cha telet, in connection with t he so-called Canadian 
frauds, as w ell a s in dealing wit h claims fo r payments, especially those presented by 
the British holder s of Canadia n paper . The nature of the .problems which he had to 
meet in th is la t ter connection, is indicated in the despatch of the Duke of Praslin to 
Choiseul of 25th Augu st, 1764, see S erie cu I, Vol. 105-3, pp. 854-6. See also the 
substance of h is confer ence with Messr s Hume and Vialars, the representat ives of the 
Briti sh co111111 ittee, Serie cu I, Vol. 108, pp. 26-38. He was among those who shared, 
in succession to some of t he chief favouri tes at the court, in the privilege of pur
chasing portion s of1 t he h ighly priced plate wh ich had graced Bigot's hospitable table 
at Quebec. Fonta n ieu was still in charge of the operations connected with the liqu ida
tion of the Canadian paper when he died, 26th September , 1767. His functions were 
taken over by Sr. F eydeau de Mar ville. 

1 As a lr eady ind icat ed, t he Due de Choiseul, after establ ishing his political power 
ear ly in 1761, having observed the disastrous consequences of the policy followed by 
Berryer in the a ssociated Departments of Marine and Colonies, and of the operations 
of t he commission which he had appointed in October 1758 for the r evision and liquida
t ion of the Canada Paper, followed by the decree of 15th October 1759 totally sus
pending the paym ent of the Canadian b ills on the treasury, r esolved to radically 
change the pol icy of the Govern111ent. He saw tha t t he gener al credit of the national 
trea,:;ury was being desLroyed, and when this was capped by the loss of Canada itself, 
which had occa s ioned the greater par t of the enormous debts of t he Marine and 
Colonies, t here followed a rapidly r ising t ide of bitter cr iticism and animosity towards 
the centra l Government whose con duct of affairs had r esulted in successive disasters 
a t home and abroad. Shrewdly esti111ating t he psychology of the popular discontent, 
Choiseul di sm issed Berryer, hi111self taking over t he Departments of Marine and Colo
nies, 13th October 1761, suppressed the commission dealing with the liquidation of the 
Canada P aper, and successfu lly turned t he main tide of popular animosity against 
those connected with the admin istration of a ffa ir s in Canada, the loss of which was for 
a t ime the mos t -prominent feature in the history of national r everses. This was 
accompan ied by a ppointing a special j udicia l co111mission for the t rial of those most 
prominent ly connected wi th t he ad ministr a tion of the colony and the expenditure of 
its funds. T his commission, while it lasted, migh t draw the lightning of mob violence 
and allay th e popu la1· demand for persona l victims at home, while the provision for 
compelling t hose who h ad pr ofited at the public expense to resto re the funds thus 
obtained promised some relief for t he na tional t reasury. By an Order-in-Council of 
12th De~ember 1761 counter signed by t he Due de Choiseul, supported by letters patent 
from t he K ing, of 17th December, it was ordered that proceedings should be taken 
against those r espon sible fo r the monopolies , abuses, operations and breaches of t rust 
which h ad been committed in Cana da. After considerable discussion as to the nature 
and composition of t he tribunal, a spe!!ial com111ission was appointed to deal with these 
matter s, and its j udg ments w er e to be sovereign and final, any questions arising regard
ing the judgments or their execution to be referred not to the courts but to the Gov-
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nothing betLer could be done tb an to issue •a decree of Council obliging all 
holders of this paper to malce declaration of it. I bave the honour to send you 
the draft of this decree. 

You will find in the first article a blank space for the time for mak ing 
the declarations which are prescribed therein; it appears to me that four 
months will be sufficient to allow for that purpose. 

With r egard to the person who should be appointed, in accordance with 
article 3, to receive in P aris the declarations of the holders and owners of the 
paper, one cannot do better than to entrust it to S' La Rocbette1 formerly agent 

ernment. This special court or commiss ion was composed of twenty seven judges of 
the ~·egular court of t he qhatelet, so calli,d from the building in which it sat. It was 
presided over by M. Sartme, who was L ieutenant-General of Police from 1st Decem
ber 1759 to 1774, though formerly a member of the court of the Chatelet and after
wards crimina l prosecutor in it. He was Minister of Marine from 1774 to 1780. M. 
Dupont, . a member of the court, was appointed registrar. M. Moreau, the regular 
prosecutmg attorney of t he court of the Chatelet, was employed in that capacity for 
the special commission, and after t he r endering of judgment by the court was instructed 
to proceed agains t those condemned, to r ecover the penalities and fines imposed upon 
them. A s regards the r eaction of the new proceedings upon public sentiment, it may 
be observed that the chief officials of the colony and especially those who bad made a 
display of their expenditure , such a s Bigot and his circle, were ostentatiously seized 
and committed to the Bastille pending the outcome of the prosecution. Although most 
of the available documents and evidence to be considered had been already arranged 
and passed in review by the commission of investigation and liquidation appointed in 
1758, wh ich body and its records were placed entirely at the disposal of the Com
miss ion of the Chatelet, yet under pretext of the volume of papers to be examined and 
evidence to be taken, t h e proceedings were dragged out over a period of fifteen months. 
In April 1763 it was offic ially announced from the Chatelet that the invest igation was 
practically completed, and j~1dgment about to be rendered. But this proving to he 
an inconvenient period to allow ,public attention to be diverted elsewhere, the pro
ceedings wer e kept up until the 10th of December before the sentences were passed. A 
close survey of the sentences, in the light of the actual transactions in Canada, indicates 
plainly enough that political effect combined with ,personal influence, rather than 
abstract justice, was an important determining factor in the judgments rendered. 
Officia ls who had made large fortunes in brief periods, but who had managed to keep 
out of t he public eye, were passed over almost without notice, while those who had 
made persoJJal display of thei r wealth, and especially those who had generously 
employed it in m itigating the hardships of the French officers in, fron tier campaigns 
or in the drea ry existence of ,barrack life during the Canadian winters, and especially 
those who had sa crificed most in the public interest were treated with extreme rigour, 
obviously on account of their public prominence and notoriety. The influence of per
sonal interest was manifest in the subsequent mitigation and cancellation of penalties 
and fines which took place after popular interest was diverted into other channels. 
These f eatures were but concrete examples indicating the condition into which the 
public life of F r.ance was falling before the outbreak of the revolution. 

1 M. de La R och ette began his career in the public service as a clerk in the Depart
ment of Marine a t Toulon. When Doreil was appointed chief commissary in con
nection with DieskaU:'s e..xpedition to Canada in 1755, Rochette accompanied him as 
secretary, a nd when hi s chief returned to France, in the end of 1758, he left his 
effects in- h is ch arge. In the end of August 1758 Doreil specially recommended him 
to the Minister Massiac, saying that when he went to Canada it was understood that 
he would r eceive due promotion, but t h is had never been realized. Doreil had depended 
upon Rochette to instruct Bernier, who w as to succeed himself as-Commissary General, 
see Serie cu I , Vol. 103, p. 828. Previous to this Rochette had come under the 
favourable notice of Montcalm who had commended him to the previous colonial min
ister , Moras. ·Replying, on F ebruary 10th 1758, Moras informs Montcalm that he 
is quite ;favourably disposed towards Rochette, and in view of Montcalm's interest 
in him is pleased to be able to state that Bigot had sug~ted t~at the Treasurers 
General of t he Marine should be able to arrange somethmg to his ad,•antage. See 
S erie B, Vol. 107, p. 108. It appears that the Treasurers General, in thE: spring of 
1758, had in mind h is appointment as a ssistant to Imbert, the treasurer m Canada. 
This, however, had not been carried out; indeed the new Minister, Massiac, writing 
to Perichon, the T r easurer Gen eral of the Colonies, on September 22n~ 1758, says that 
Bigot was then unwilling to have Rochette appointed to succeed Imbert, and wishes 
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of the Trensurcrs-Gcncral of the Colonies, in Canada : he has been employed 
with much advnntage in arranging the procedure and in elucidating the facts 
nnd the complicated operations which took place in the colony, and he appears 
better quali ficd than any other to carry on this work. 

It appeared to me, as a matter of security, to be necessary that the 
declarations which are received by sr Rochette should be vised by you, and 
thnt is th e pm-rose of the terms of ar ticle ,1 of the draft of the decree. 

I beg you to examine this drnft and let me have your opinion both as to 
the conditions i t contain<; nnd those wh ich you consider it expedient to add to it. 

[Not signed.] 

to know what we1·e his r easons or motives in the case. No reply to this has bei!n 
found. The writer of a memoir of 29th April 1764, sei! Serie cu I, Vol. 105-3, llP-
868-79, who was probably Cardenau, is very critical of Rochette's qualifications for 
the position of t r easurer. R e claims th.at he had a very inadequate knowledge of the 
real conditions and course of events in Canada before he assumed, office. His e.i:peri
ence is given as simply t hat of a clerk in the service of Cadet. As regards the bills 
of exchange which he drew in 1759 the writer declares that he was in a state of con
fu sion and was t he victim of numerous frauds which led to the gambling in Canada 
paper which soon r educed its value by forty per cent. He suggests that Rochette 
should be confronted with these circumstances• and indicates various tests which the 
Government should apply to his transactions at that time. In spite of Bigot's hesita
tion as to h is al)l)oin tment, Rochette succeeded Imbert in October, 1759. It is true 
that early in 1759 he was associated with Cadet, having taken the l)lace of Corpron. 
His first duty on becoming treasurer was to draw the bills on France for the certifi
cates r eturned that year. Owing to his ine:,..-perience as compared with that of Imbert, 
after the defeat of Mon tca lm and the capture of Quebec, more confusion prevailed. 
It was claimed that the friends of the administration were first served; also that the 
usual period for drawing bills was suddenly curtailed with the result that a great 
part of the certificates issued that year could not be converted into bills of exchange. 
These remaining in Canada , with a very uncertain value, contributed to the demoraliz
ation of th e financial condi lion there and the impossibility of procuring supplies. 
This was the crisis in which Bigot sacrificed what specie he had and obtained on his 
personal credit what could be had from the chief officers and officials. This specie 
followed a ll t he previous supplies into the coffers of the habitants and small dealers . 
On his r eturn from Canada, as indicated in this and the following documents, Rochette 
was employed to receive and arrange the claims and accompanying statements of 
those holding the Canada paper. As already pointed out, however, in the note on 
Imbert, see p. 883 , t he papers dealing with the financial transactions in Canada which 
had been sent to France in October 1758, were captured by the British and deposited 
in the Admiralty Office in Dublin and were not returned to France until after the 
peace of 1763. It was not until after July 9th 1764 that these papers were e.i:amined, 
in pursuance of an arrct of council of 29th June 1764, regarding the liquidation of the 
Canada paper. See among other references S erie cu I, Vol. 105-3, p. 874 and Serie B, 
Vol. 120, p. 187. One may realize, therefore, how meagre were the records available 
for the investigation of the alleged frauds by the Commission of the Chiitelet. The 
decree which follows t his discuss ion was amended by several others, e.""tending the 
time for the registration of claims to 1st April 1764. Under the decree of 29th June 
1764, they were to be finally dealt with, and on their return to Rochette, duly signed 
and vised, he was to proceed with the liquidation of them by the delivery of deben
tures bearing inter est coupons at four per cent. Details as to the nature of these 
securities are given in the decree of 20th July 1764. Another decrei! of 17th January 
1766 -directs Rochette to burn the Canada paper which has been redei!med through 
his office. In October 1767 we find Rochette still in charge of the liquidation of the 
Canada paper through the payment of the coupons on the bonds, the first of which 
were due on, 1st January 1765; but the first interest payment was postponed to the 
1st January 1769 . On March 12th 1769 Rochette was instructed to send in to the 
Treasurer of the Marine or Colonies as the case might be, a full account of the paper 
he had redeemed in connection with both departments. The total amount of Canada 
paper redeemed was n inety millions-forty-five in bonds and forty-five in f pecie. 

26541-6 2 
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II 

Decree of the King's C' ouncil of State ordering the owners and holders of 
Canada Paper lo rnalce certain declarations respecting it; December 
2Jf, 1762. 

E xtract from the R egister of the Council of State. 

Trm Krno being informed of the progress of the proceedings respecting 
the frauds committed in Canada, the cognizance of which His Majesty has 
assigned to the officials of the Ohatelet; and desiring, immediately after judge
ment has been rendered in the case of the accused, to provide without delay 
and in the most equitable manner, for the liquidation of the various forms of 
paper, which had circulation in that colony. This cannot be done without know
ing the total amount and who are: the owners, an operation requiring time and 
which it is necessary to undertake immediately; 

TnE limo being in his Council, has ordered and hereby orders as fol
lows : 

First Article. 

Every individual having Canada paper in his hands, whether belonging 
to him or delivered to him by way of deposit or on co=ission, shall be obliged 
to fmnish certain declarations respecting it within the period of four months, 
reckoning from the day of the publication of the present decree1 ; after which 
iime the said declarations shall be no longer received, and the owners of such 
paper shall be deprived of the payment of the same; saving, nevertheless, the 
recourse of those who shall have remitted it by way of deposit or commission, 
against the trustees or agents, who have neglected to make the said declarations. 

II 

Each declaration shall cover only what belongs to a single person; it 
shall give the name, standing and domicile of the owner, and also of the trustee 
or agent. There shall be furnished for each form of paper the various in
formation called for in the model~ annexed to the present decree, and which will 
serve as a guide for drawing up the said declarations. 

III 
They shall be made out in duplicate, certified correct, signed by the 

holders of the said paper, and presented, either by the owners, trustees, 
voluntary or judicial, or commission agents, or by their correspondents or 
other persons, to whom they may entrust them, in Paris, to W de la Rochette, 
formerly agent in Canada for the Treasurer General of the Colouies, whom 
His Majesty has appoin tecl to receive them, as well as to furnish vouchers, 
extracts, abstracts, calculations and other processes which shall be deemed 
necessary in th-is regard, in accord ance with the orders given to him by the 
Secretary of State having th e- Department of the :Marine. 

1 This period would expire on April 24th 1763. By t~at ~in!e the _greater par; of 
the French holdings had been r ecorded but others, findmg it 1mposs1ble for various 
reasons to register their claims before that time, a further decree of 15th l\fay 1763 
was issued e.xtending the time for regist.ration until August 1st, that e.xtension to 
be final and without remedy, see Serie F S, Vol. 16-1, p. 326. 

2 There were attached to t his decree the tabular forms on which the Canadian 
paper was to be recorded. 

26541-62! 
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The said sr de la Rochetle shall retain one of the copies of each declara
tion, and shall have it registered; he will hand the other to the person who 
has presented them to him, after having certified that it agrees with the one 
remaining in bis hands, and that the said declarations have been vised by the 
sr de Fontanieu, Councillor of State in ordinary, the sen ior commissary of 
the Bureau of the Commission appointed for the liquidation of the debts of 
Cauada, and by srs d' Aine and de Vilevault, Masters of Requests, Commis
saries of the said Office; and the said vise will give validity, when signed by 
two of the three commissaries, in the absence of the third." 

V 

His Majesty makes very express restrictions and prohibitions to all owners, 
trustees, or agents of the said paper, to enter it in the declarations they make, 
under other names than their own; and to all persons of whatever condition or 
standing they may be, to lend their names for such purpose, on pain of confisca
tion of the said paper, and of the rigorous prosecution of the said owners, trustees 
or agents, and those lending their names. It is His Majesty's pleasure that the 
present decree be read, published and posted up wherever it may be necessary. 

Done in the King's Council of Sta te, His Majesty being present, held at 
Versailles, Dccem ber 24, 1762. 

[Signed] THE DUKE DE OHOISEUL. 

III 

C·ircular. 

Versailles, Dec. 31, 1762. 

It being the King's purpose, Sir, to make the most suitable arrangements 
for the liquidation of all the Canada paper, and being unable to settle them 
finally until the nature of this paper, its amount, and the real owners 
are known, His Majesty bas deemed it indispensable to issue the decree, some 
copies of which you will find herewith. You will observe that all holders of 
this paper are ordered to make their declaration respecting it within four 
months, from the day of the publication of the decree. His Majesty therefore 
desires you to have it read, published and posted up, so t~at t~e purpose_ of it 
may not be delayed. And as it is necessary that the Commissaries named m the 
decree be fully informed as to everything relating theret-0, I beg you to return 
to me one of the copies which I am addressing to you, with a certificate sub
joined as to the day 011 which the publication of it ha been executed in your 
department. 

Not signed. 

'To 13 Intendants of Provinces 
To 3 I ntendants of the M ar·ine, etc. etc. 
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MEMORIAL OF BRITISH MERCHANTS FOR REDE:M:PTION OF 
CANADIAN PAPER, 17621 

To the Right Honbie the Earl of Egremont one of his Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State. 

The Memorial of the Merchants trading to & concerned in the Prosperity 
of Canada- . 

Humbly Sheweth 

That from the best Authorities your Memorialists can collect they do 
calculate that at this Time there does subsist in Canada a species of Paper 
Money or Bills of Credit issued to the French Inhabitants in the years 1757, 
1758, 1759 & 1760 by the French Kings Officers & by the Authority of their 
Government at home, to the amount of about 80 Millions of Livres in lieu of 
subsistance to the Forces & in payment for Provisions, Carriages, Horses & 
other Contingencies necessary & partly imprest for the service of the French 
Armies then engaged in different E xpeditions against the colonies of Great 
Britain & afterwards in the Defence of the said Colony against the Invasion 
of the Troops of Great Britain, for which, in Case of Cession of that Colony 
to Great Britain, no Value can be received, unless an Indemnification shall be 
previously stipulated & guaranteed by an article of the present Negociation. 

That your Memmialists apprehend that the total Loss of so considerable 
a Sum of Money & so large a proportion of the Property of many Thousand 
Individu als, Inhabitants of Canada, will be attended with many fatal con• 
sequences to the Trade & Prosperity of that valuable Colony in its present 
infant state as a British Settlement, in as much as the immediate Ruin of 
many industrious & valuable Subjects will be the Consequence of an Annihila
tion of the present Dependance they place upon the Validity of these Bills of 
Credit, & in as much as the Trade of Great Britain in general, & that of many 
British Adventurers in those Parts will i=ediately feel the Effects of such 
a Diminu tion of private Property in that Colony. 

That your Memorialists do apprehend that many British Merchants in 
Canada have given valuable Considerations for considerable Sums of these Bills 
of Credit & that the Invalidity of the Principal Sums thereof will be attended 
with great Loss to such private Adventurers 

Your Memorialists therefore beg Leave to submit to your L-.rdships 
Care the R epresentation to his Majesty of the present critical Situation 
of the almost ruined Inhabitants of Canada humbly hoping that his 
Majesty will take into Consideration such Relief as to his paternal 
Goodness may seem meet 

Endorsed : Copy of Memorial to The Earl of Egremont of 

The Merchants trading to Canada 

concerning the French P aper Money in that Colony 

1762 

with an Inclosure 

1 C. 0 . 6, Vol. 65, p. 21. 
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PET J 'J'IOJ\' EOH. BRITISH INTERVENTION TO SECURE PAY
MENT OF THE CAN ADA PAPERS 

:M:osT !I U:MJJLE AND RESPECTFUL ADDRESS OF THE CITJZENS OF THE TowN OF 

j\{oNTREAL TO Hrs BmTANNIC :MAJESTY. 

snm : 

The citizens of !be town of l\lontreal in Canada venture to take the liberty 
of prostrating themselves at the foot of Your Throne, fully persuaded that 
there dwells the sanctuary of justice and the temple of all the virtues. 

The preliminaries of peace signed in the month of November last between 
Your Maj esty, and their Most Christian and Catholic Majesties leave us no 
longer r oom for doubt that Canada being about to become part of your terri
tories, we are to become your subjects. It is in this capacity that we ha,e 
recourse to the most generous and magnanimous of Kings. Kindly father of 
his people, we flatter ourselves that he will deign to listen to the tale of our 
misfortunes. 

The scourges of war and fa mine, long before the surrender of Canada, 
afflicted its unfortlmate inhabitants, expenditures of funds multiplied beyond 
reason bad, long before its downfall, spread about an extraordinary quantity 
of paper; companies as ava ri cious as they were powerful, were formed. 
All the trade was captured, and the merchants of Canada were helpless on
lookers at business which shonlcl have been theirs. Would to Heaven that the 
ministry of France had been ea rlier informed as to these injustices! It would 
have imposed a check on abuses so antagonistic to the welfare of a colony! 

These same merchants had made purchases of goods in France in 
the years 1757 and 1758. The fea r of these running risks on the sea in time 
of war led them to take the resolution to await more favourable circumstances. 
They adopted the expedient of leaving their goods in warehouses, until peace 
was restored. Thi s peace, so dear to them and so much desired, aroused the 
hope of commencing their labours anew; but vain hope, Canada passed under 
the dominion 0£ Your l\Iajesty. 

From this time, paper money, the only kind which ci rculated in the 
country,1 became totally discredited and entirely useless. The suspension of 
the paymB'nt of bills of exchange brought upon us the Inst blow; in a word, 
all classes and conditions of the people fonncl themsel-es and are finding them
selves in terrible distress, and in a situation most deplorable. The public 
markets are filled to oveTflowing with goods and chattels absolutely necessary 
to mainta in !he existence of our familie . 

1 It is true that in accordance with Gresham's Law that, in circulation, inferior 
money will replace' good money, little other than paper money in it.s ':a.rious forlJ!S 
was in general circulation in Canada. Practically all of the large quantities of specie 
which had been brought to t he counh·y had passed into the hands of the habitants 
and petty local tradesmen remaining in Canada after the conquest: . It gradually 
returned to circulation under British rule and was granted the pr!Vllege of legal 
tender at more than its intrinsic value. It thus became the inferior currency of the 
colony preventing the circul ation of the better British and American silver for three
quarters of a century, or until after the union in 1841. 
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In the midst of these misfortunes, the wise and generous governor 1 of this 
town has stretched out a helping hand to those most heavily stricken; kind
hearted and compassionate, he has reckoned his days by his good deeds; such 
men do honour to humanity ; it is to be hoped that we may keep him for a 
long time. 

Still, the future casts dread over the people of Canada. What will 
become of them if the payment for their money is long deferred 1 What will 
become of their families 1 The rural labourer will find at least in the fertility 
of the soil, a reward for his l abours; he will live, but, more unfortunate than 
he, the inhabitants of the towns will have no resources; they will do every· 
thing in their feebleness to assist one another, because they suffer in common. 

• The truly R oyal heart of your Majesty is touched at the sight of this 
feeble po1-trayal of our misfortune; it pities the fate of so many unfortu· 
nates. Permit us, then, Great King, to seize this happy moment to obtain 
your favourable notice. Deign to interest yourself in the prompt payment 
of our paper; long enough and too long have we suffered without complaining ; 
we are not the authors of the disorders which have been perpetrated in the 
finances of Canada; and nothing can be more just than to discriminate 
between the iunocent and the guilty. 

Deign also, to grant us permission to bring from France our merchan
dise which was purchased long since, and which will become a total loss if it 
lies longer in warehouses. This object is not so considerable as to be able to 
prejudice, in the least, the trade of your old subjects; no abuses can creep in 
on account of the precautions which will be taken to send out nothing that our 
agents cannot prove to have been purchased in the former period. 

We humbly beg Your Majesty to be so good as to grant us your royal 
protection. If our submission, our zeal and the ardent wishes which we 
cherish for you ar e sufficient to merit it, there are no people in the universe 
who are more entitled to it than the most humble and faithful subjects of Your 
Majesty. 

[Signed] 
The Body of the Clergy: 

MONT0OLIER, Vic. Gen. 
sr SIMON, Superior of the O.G.N.D. 
SISTER CATHEIUNE MARTEL, Superior of the Hotel Dieu of St Joseph. 
M. 11r. LAJo:-,r:nrnnAIT, wmow YOUVILLE, Directress of the General 

H ospital. 

The B ody of the Noblesse: 
DAILLEUOUST DE CUISY 
LE CIIEVr DAJLLEBOUST DAR0F.NTEUIL 
LA CORNE s•t LUC DESRIVIERES BEAUBIEN 
LA VALTHIE COUNT DUPRE 

The Body of the Merchants 
[Here follow the signaltires of 513 individual,s] 

Endorsed: in Govr Gage's of FebY 12, 1763. 

1 General Thomas Gage who on September 22nd 1760 was appointed by General 
Amherst, then Commande:r-in-Chief in North America, to be Governor of Montreal 
and its district. Ile was transferred to New York in October 1763. 
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Declaration of his most christian Majesty's Plenipotentiary with regard to the 
debts due to the Canadians ( attached to the definitive Treaty of Paris 
10 Feb., 1763) . 

THE King of Great Britain having desired, that the payment of the letters 
of exchange and bill , which had been del ivered to the Canadians for the neces
sa ries furnished to the French troops, should be secured, his most Christian 
Majesty, entirely disposed to render to every one that justice wh ich is legally 
due to them, has declared, and does declare, that the said bills, and letters of 
exchange, shall be punctually paid, agreeably to a liquidation made in a con
venient time, according to the distance of the places, and to what shall be 
possible, taking cai-e, howernr, that, the bills and letters of exchange, which the 
French subjects may have at the time of this declaration, be not confounded 
with the bills and letters of exchange, which are in the possession of the new 
subjects of the King of Great Britain. 

In witness wher eof, we the underwritten Minister of his most Christian 
Majesty, duly authorized for this purpose, have signed the present declaration, 
and caused the Seal of our Arms to be put thereto. 

Done at Paris the 10th of February, 1763. 

(L .S.) CHOISE OL DUO DE PRASLUf. 

ORIGIN OF THE PAPER 11'WNEY AND ITS CONTIITION IN 1762 

NOTES, O mmRVATIOXS, OR WHAT YOU WILL, ON THE VARIETIES OF C ,\NADA. 

PAPER 

After 1728 the money of Canada was in the form of cards signed by the 
governor general, intendant and controller of Canada. There appeared another 
sort of money, in ordinance notes signed by the intendant only. Such was the 
money which circula ted in Canada. These cards and ordinances were taken 
to the trcasnrcr of the colony who forni bed, yearly in the month of October, 
bills of ~.xchange on the Treasurers-General in F rance, payable in the first 
six months of !be following year. 

In 1754 M. Bigot, the intendant, had the bills of exchange for the cards 
and ordinances mentioned, draw11 payable in three terms, to wit :-a third in 
1755, a six th in 1756, and the half in 1757. Since then, he has had the bills 
of exchange drawn payable in three yea rs, the first year a quarter, the econd 
a half, and the third the remaining quar ter. This new mode of drawing the 
bills of exchange occasioned an increase of 20 per cent on all merchandise 
and country supplies, to make up for the delayed payment of the bills men
tioned. 

In 1755, there passed from France to Canada, certain regiments of 
infantry, who were at first paid in French money. Still the officers aud men did 
not find themselves able to make their purchases on better terms with eous 
and Jonis d'or than with the country paper owing to its public credit ; so they 

1 A Collection of all the T reaties of Peace, Alliance and Commerce between Great 
Britain and other Powers, from the Revolu t ion in 1688, to the Present Time : Vol. ii : 
1727-1771. London : J . Almon, 1772. 
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paid the officers and men in ordinances signed by the intendant, these they 
so completely r egarded as the King's money that there were several persons 
hanged in Canada, not only for having forged this paper, but even for having 
altered and increased the denominations, and they were hanged as counter
feiters, not as forgers. 

Bills of exchange were ordinarily worth 20% more than ordinances, since 
these ordin ances could not be exchanged for bi11s until a year later; and since 
the intendant bad drawn for three year terms instead of for 6 months as 
was the practice before 1754-, it was possible for him to draw for a still lo~ger 
term. 

There now remain to be paid four kinds of Canada paper: bills of ex
change, certi£cates, cards, and ordinances. 

Bills of exchange were at par in French money, with a discount of one 
half of one per cent per month and even less, until they fe]l due. 

The confidence in 'bills of exchange lasted in 1Canada until 1760. They 
stood on the same footing as the gold and silver of France. As a con
sequence sales and purchases were made as for real value; and even 
the English, since the taking of Quebec, have accepted them as cash for 
merchandise as well as for freight and passenger fares to Europe; no person 
doubted as t o the r eal value of these bills of exchange, since they had their 
origin in ordinanc_es which bad been issued for officers' salaries, soldiers' pay, 
labour of the people, and the reward for the blood and life of so many brave 
pfficers, soldiers and others, who sacrificed themselves for the defence of 
Canada. 

As for the ca rds and ordinances, for which bills of exchange had not 
been drawn, they have not the real value of the bills of exchange, the certificates 
being in the same case. 

Towards the end of November, 1759, M. Murray, English General at 
Quebec, caused i t to be proclaimed that the dollar and the ecu of 6 livres 
would have the same value, as also the guinea and the louis d'or, but that the 
ordinances and the money of the country would have no value, being (according 
to what he said) merely the result of public brigandage; but the inhabitants, 
in spite of this prohibi tion, accepted the ordinances at double the amount for 
which they sold their w~n-es in the money of France or England, and the mer
chants sold their merchandise and goods at one half less in bills of exchange 
than in ordinances. Even the judges of the Government of Quebec, in view 
of the order of the E nglish general prohibiting payment in ordinances, have 
adjudged and condemned individuals, who owe in ordinances, to pay half the 
amount in French money. 

Furthermore, in the beginning of 1760, we were informed of the sus
pension of payment of bills of exchange. That has not affected their real 
credit; we would have to pay double and even more in ordinances for bills of 
exchange ; i t m a_y be said with truth that the discredit of the ordinances bas 
been so great in :Montreal that a velte1 of brandy worth no more than SO livres 
in bi11s of exchange, has been sold for 500 livres in ordinances. 

I know there are m any persons who hold these ordinances who might 
have obtained bills of exchange for them, if they could have managed to 
get them to :Montreal in 1759, and others who have accepted them in payment 
of debts, or as repaymen t of capita 1, but that can form but a small · part of 
what remains, including the certificates, which cannot be of any greater value. 

1 A velte=n litres. 
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Under the pretext that there have been many malversations in Canada, 
nnd frauds on the King, it has been claimed by some that it was necessary to 
make a general reduction both on the bills of exchange and on the ordinances 
nnd certifi cates. It might be replied that such a reduction would be as fair as 
to levy on a whole town for 100,000 livres which had been stolen from the 
collector of the capitation tax by ten individuals of the same town; in this 
way the thieves woul d he favoured and the innocent punished. 

But I am persuaded that the bills of exchange properly acquired and 
belonging leg itimately to the holders, will have the same treatment as those 
of the other colonies, and that as for the ordinances and certificates, regard will 
be had to the real valu e they had in Canada in 1760. 

If it is asked how we shall recognize the legitimate bills of exchange, I 
offer, if desired, to fu rnish a short and certain method, with explanations, for 
distinguishing an d r ecognizing bills of exchange legimately acquired, being 
convinced that of t he bills of exchange to be paid, half belong to suspected 
persons. 

It may be said that I am not partial to ordinances and certificates. By 
way of reply , I hold nearly 20,000 livres of them, which belong to me partly 
through sales and p artly for the payment of debts and repayments which have 
been made to me. 

I am p artial to justice and to truth and that none may marvel, I state 
that I had given up my property and interests to sacrifice my life without 
being obliged to do so by my po$ition, but solely tru:ough zeal-or if you will 
through folly-to defend the colony of Canada. 

There m ay be persons who furnish memoranda in which their interests 
have as great a p ar t as the truth and the general welfa1·e; as I have no other 
design than to assi t in distinguishing what is equitable from what is unjust, 
I have written the foregoing in order that it may be of use, if thought apropos, 
and to give an assurance that I put forward nothing that I am not in a position 
to prove. 

I have signed 
CARDEXAU 1 

Paris April 30, 1763. 2 

DECLARATIONS AS TO PAPER :MONEY TO BE :MADE TO 
CRAJvIAHE 1:\.:NTI P ANET 

BY Hrn E xcELLENCY J ,urns MuRu.AY, EsQUIRE, GovR. OF QUEBEC, &c., &c. 

On representa tions which have been made to us by the citizens, mer
chants and inhabi tants of the town and government, that they have learned 
with pleasure by the publication of the declaration of the Duke de 0hoiseul, 3 

1 Outside of what is stated in this memoir little that is definite is known of Carde
nau, beyond the fa ct that he served in Canada during the last war and had acqu!red 
there considerable fin ancial interests. It is fairly certain, however, from a comparison 
of the present -and other doruments, that he was the author of the _memoir of ~hich a 
portion is reproduced at p. 953. See also note 2, p. 953. There 1s also considerable 
internal evidence that he was the author of the memoir of 29th April 1764, giving 
an estimate of the total French debt as seventy-five million, which it is declared ought 
to be reduced by at least three-fifths. 

2 This date was probably added afterwards. The document was evidently written 
before the French Government had determined its policy with reference to the redemp
tion of the paper money, as fi nally set forth in the decree of 24th December 1762. 

3 Given at p. 973. 
265 41-63 
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that His Most Christian Majesty would make arrangements for the payment 
of the paper and Jiotcs which he owes in Canada, that they had seen by this 
same declaration tha t it is His Most Christian Majesty's intention to avoid 
confounding the paper which is in the hands of the French with -that belong
ing to the new subj ects of His Britannic Majesty, and that they, being desirous 
of complying with this intention as far as possible, wish to make faithful 
declaration of the notes, cards, bills of exchange and certificates which 
belong to them, before such persons as we would be pleased to appoint; We 
having regard to this, and wishing to give, on our part, proofs of the paternal 
affection which we have for the new subjects of His Britannic Majesty, and 
to prevent, as far as in us lies, -their paper from being trafficked in at a low 
price, as ,rn :know has been proposed, from a letter addressed to us from London, 
we therefore authorize the citizens, merchants and inhabitants of this town and 
government, to make their declarations before Messrs. Oramahe, our secretary, 
and Panet, 1 chief clerk of the council, of all the biUs of exchange, cards, 
ordinances, notes, and certificates which belong to them; aud to do this without 

1 This wa s J ean Claude P a net, who first comes under notice in 1743 in a dispatch 
of 26th April from the minister to Intendant Hocquart. From this it appears that he 
had come out to Canada as a soldier but had procured his discharge, being ambitious 
to make his wa y in civil l ife. E vidently he was already bringing influence and a cer
ta in native per suasiveness to bear upon t.he minister, who responded with a declaration 
to the intenda nt , that, if Panet continued to show promise, Hocquart might appoint 
him to the position of official notary at Quebec, rendered vacant by the death of Sr 
de la Tour (see Sfrie B, Vol. 76-1, p. 233 ). He was duly appointed to this ,position 
and evidently continuing to develop his capacity to ingratiate himself with the ruling 
powers, he naturally attached himself to Bigot. The great intendant specially recom
mended him to t he minister, who replied, on June 8th 1753, that he would be very 
pleased to do anything in his power to a ssist Sr Panet, who fills the office of attorney 
and notary at Quebec (see Serie B, Vol. 97, p. 138). Any special favours which he 
may have received before the conquest did not necess itate bis giving up the position of 
official notary, in which office Murray found him when he took over the administration 
Being particularly susceptible to flattery, Murray immediately came under his spell, 
realizing, however, that Panet had capacity as well as an ingratiating pushfulness. 
Immediately after the final defeat and capitulation of the French forces, Murray set 
up by proclamation, on November 2nd 1760, under article forty-two of the general 
rapitulation at Montreal, a court and special Council for Quebec and its district. Of 
th is he appointed Pa n et chief clerk; he accepted the office, taking the oath of fidelity 
on the Holy Scriptures. He evidently -discharged his duties with zeal and abil_ity and 
thus came in for other sp ecial appointments, such as the one referred to in this docu
ment. Always aILxious to improve his existing prospects, he was evidently not above 
fishing in troubled waters. In the latter part of 1765, whether in connection with the 
final settlement of the Canadian paper money, or on some other ground, he was per
ntitted to visit France on specia l leave. While there he made overtures to the French 
Government to abandon the British and enter the French service, should the French 
Government m ake it pecuniarily worth his while to do so. He apparently interviewed 
the Minister of Marine and left with him a memorial, backed by various testimonials, 
representing that he was still a t heart a loyal Frenchman and declaring, as evidence 
of this, that he had r efused various attractive offers from the British Government. 
The minister was evidently much impressed with these evidences of. long-suffering 
devotion to France and· on 14th J anuary 1766 strongly recommended him to the Con
troller General for some g ood position in the French service, which would enable him 
to suitably support and educate his large family of eleven children. Moreover, such 
assistance to a prominent French Canadian would doubtless induce others to return 
to France (see Sfrie B, Vol. 125, p. 20). Apparently, however, the Controller General 
had nothing sufficiently attractive to offer and, his period of leave drawing to a close, 
Panet was fain to r eturn to Canada, where he had an easier task in impressing the 
British author ities with h is loyalty and devotion to their cause. As one result, as soon 
as order was re-es tablished in Canada after the passing of the Quebec Act, Panet 
with Adam Maba ne and 'l'homas Dunn were appointed, by commission of July 23rd 
1776, members of the first court of civil jurisdiction for the district of Quebec under 
the Quebec Act. Other favours followed. 

26 511-63~ 
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coufusion and wi thout expense, each individual will be required to make two 
lists, in the following form: 

Canada Paper. 
Declarations made in consequence of the decree of Council of Dec. 24, 1762. 
I , the undersigned declar e that I have in my possession, the Canada Paper, 

hereafter mentioned, which belongs to me or to 1 

To Wit. 

Bills of Exchange 

:Money Notes or Ordinances 

one copy of which shall r emain deposited in the Secretary's office, and the other 
be delivered to the holder after having been signed by Messrs. Cramahe and 
Panet. Each per son will be required to make out his list on suitable paper and 
well written ; T his ordinance shall be read, published and posted up in this 
town and in all the parishes of this government to the end that no person may be 
ignorant of i t. 

Done and given at Quebec under the seal of our arms and countersigned 
by our Secretary, M ay 27, 1763. 

[ Signed] JA.: MUiillAY. 

[And co1mtersigned] H . T. CRAMAHE. 

[A true Copy ] H . T. cr: .urAU.E. 

PAPER MONEY I N MONTREAL2 

Montreal, Aug1 28th 1763. 
My Lord , 

As soon as I was acquainted with the Declaration of the Duke de 
Choiseuil, respecting the Debts due to the Canad ians, I directed the :Magis
trates to make ont a state of all the P aper Money of every species, 
remaining in the Government of Montreal; That the Amount of the whole 
might be ascer tained as exactly and as soon as possible: And I thought this 
step necessary to be taken immediately, before P eople in France, encouraged 
by the Declaration to hope for a readier Payment here, than in that Kingdom; 
should have Tim e to convey the Paper They had carried there, back into 
Canada, The Accoun ts arc made out agreeable to a Form given by the French 
King in his Edict of 2,J. th Dec1• last, in order to ascertain the Quantity of P aper 
Money struck in Canada, which had been Transferred into France. By which 
method the French omt will get the Same Information, concerning the Paper 
in the Possession of th e Canadians, as has been demanded of the French sub
jects. 

. A Ship sailing in a few D ays for London, I take that opportunity to trans
mit the above Accom1 ts to your Lordship, under the •Care of Lien1Elli , a red uced 

1 Here follow the tabular forms referred to in note 2, p. 963, as prescribed in the 
decree of 24th December 1762. 

2 Q. 1: p. 208. 
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officer of the 4,.1:th R egt who has Directions to leave them, with this Letter, at 
your Lord hip's office. The Governor of the Three Rivers 1 has pursued the 
same methods in this Business, which we have taken here; and I hear Orders 
to this End, have been given by The Govr of Quebec, so that I have Reason to 
believe, your Lordship will be shortly possessed of the total .Amount of the 
Paper Money, remaining in Canada. And the People anxious for a final Deci
sion of th is Affai r, which the F rench Court has so long delayed to their great 
Loss & Prejudice, beg your Lordship's favorable Reception of the Memorial, 
which I have the Honor to inclose to you. 2 

. . . .. . . . . . . . .. ... .... .. . . . .. .. .. .. .... . . ..... . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. 

Right Honb1
• Earl of Egremont. 3 

[Signed] THOS. G.cl.GE. 

POSITION OF THE OA.i~ADIAJ.~ DEBTS 

lJEMOffi ON THE PRESENT P OSITION OF TTIE Q o~rMISSION APPOI NTED FOR THE 

I,IQIJIDATION OF THE 0ru.'fADIAN DEDTS. [1768] 

A t the time of the last meetings held on April 27 and July 6, of the present 
year, among the number of exhibi ts made to the clerk of the Commission, in 
consequence of a decree of Council of March 13, preceding, there were only 
three claims on which defini te decisions could be made ; and that was done on 
the dates menlionecl :-April 27 and July 6, 1762. 

1 Col. Ra lph Burton, who on September 22nd 1760 was appointed by General 
Amher st, t hen Commander-in-Chief in America , to be Governor of Three Rivers and 
district. In October 1763, under an order from Amherst, he succeeded General Gage 
as Governor of Montreal and distr ict. 

2 The memorial, in F rench, which accompanies this dispatch is endorsed-"Me~o
rial from the Prinl I nhabitants of Montreal to the Earl of Egremont, respectmg 
thei r P aper Money." In t his, they thank the Colonial Secretary for what he has 
already done. They have taken as great pains as possible to have the statement of 
the different k inds of paper in the hands of the people of the district (sent by them 
through General Gage ) conform to the arret of the previous 25th December. They 
bespeak h is inter es t on their behalf to have this paper promptly paid as ~hey _are 
suffer ing much fo r lack of means (Canadian Archives, Q 1, p. 214) . An interesting side
light on this s ituation is presented in a letter to Paris from Sr. Landrieve, who had been 
in the commissaria t service in Canada from 1742, chiefly at Montreal, serving for a time 
as Commissary of Ma rine at F ort Carillon, and who had been left in Canada as the 
offic ial representa tive of the French interests between the conquest and the Treaty of 
)?aris (10th Feb. 1763) . His letter is da ted from Montreal, ~epte~er 10, 176_3. _In 
1t he refers to the Chamber or Board established at Montreal m the mterest of Justice 
and police, and composed of capta ins of militia of the district. This body, he says, 
had sent , on behalf of the district a petition to the King to procure payment for the 
paper there, vag uely es t imated a t' 40,000,000ll (Serio C11 I, Vol. 105-2, p. 729) . T~e 
peti t ion r eferred to is t he one enclosed in Gage's dispatch. It is in F rench and 1s 
signed by F rench names only, r epresenting the chief old families of the district. 

3 Sir Charles Wyndham, born 1710, bacame second Earl of Egremont in 1760 and 
was connected wi th t he British negotia tions with France and Spain in 1762. He was 
one of t he Principa l Secretaries of State from October 9, 1761, until his death in 
1763. As senior secretary at this date the administration of the American Colonies 
came under h is direction. 
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Th e official in charge then reported respecting the other exhibits and 
proved that the largest, such as that of S' Martin 1 for supplies of brandy, to 

l Sr. Martin was one of t he most enterprising of the French merchants in Canada. 
He came to the coloi:i,y not l_ong befo1:e. ~'750, and immediately b~gan to investigate its 
natural r esources wi th a view to ut1l1zing them for both pubhc benefit and private 
profit. That he had influential social connections in France, is evident from a dispatch 
of the 25th F eb. 1 '751, from t he minister to the governor and intendant , stating that 
the Countess de Castellanne was much interested in Sr. Troppez Marti n, a merchant 
at Quebec, and t hat it would afford pleasure to the minister should they be able his 
conduct justifying, to a ssist him _a~ occa~iO!J might afford. See Serie B, Vol. 93, p'. 29. 
'.['ropp~z or Tropes :vas not Mart_m s chr\st,an name, bu~ the name of his chief partner 
m business. Early m 1'752 Martin submitted to the minister, a project for establishing 
a central storehouse or r eser ve depot for grain at Quebec. This was afterwards 
extended to include stores at Three Rivers and Mont real. These depots were intended 
as an insurance against fa mine, which was sometimes threatened by the poor harvests 
that at intervals the C?lony had experienced. He and his associates proposed to 
undertake this enterprise under government subsidy and regulation. The minister 
sent a copy of the proposal to Duquesne and Bigot, asking them to e.xamine it in 
consultation wit.h the bishop and ex-Governor Jonquiere (see Serie B, Vol. 95 fol. 27) . 
They all r ecognized the r ecurring difficulties of the colony as to inadequate food sup
ply, but they did not favour Mart in's scheme, as it ran counter to the very strong pre
judices against monopoly on the par t of the over numerous middlemen, who chiefly 
profi ted from ih e periods of scarcity. Meantime, as we have seen, Cadet, in a 
thoroughly practical manner and with increasing efficiency, was dealing with this very 
problem without government assistance or interference (see note 1, p. 913). Towards 
the close of the year 1 '752, Martin again wrote to the ministe r giving the 
results of an inves tigation of his storehouse project by the Canadian authorities. He 
adm its that he has not been long enough in the country to fu lly appreciate all the 
local conditions, but hopes later to submit a more detailed plan regarding the store
house, which he intends to submit to the Superior Council of Quebec. He then passes 
on to other matters which have interested him. He expresses special satisfaction over 
the encouragement which the minister h ad extended to himself and his company for 
supplying oak timber and planks for both the roya l and pr ivate ship yards in France 
(see Serie C11 I, Vol. 98, pp. 363-3'71) . On the 8th of J une of the same year, 1762, the 
minister had directed the governor and intendant to assist Martin and his associates 
in getting out oak and other t imber suitable for ship building. It appears that he had 
already sent samp les of Canadian timber to Rochefort and i\Iarseilles and was hopeful 
of good r esults , a lthough he finds the cost of equipment for getting out the timber 
to be very heavy, and the ava ilable vessels could cany but very small quantities of it. 
In those days timber could be carried only on deck. In the same memoir Martin refers 
to his ac tivities in again promoting the production in France of the scarlet cloth so 
indispensable to the Indian trade, and of which the British had hitherto enjoyed 
a practical monopoly. H e would copy the Br itish also in a more extensive use of 
muskrat sk in s as a substitute for beaver. He believes also that he has discovered a 
native Canadian root known to the Indians which may supplant, as a scarlet dye, the 
madder then obtained at great expense from Holland. That the minister was 
impressed by these and other evidences of public spirited enterprise, is indicated in 
two of his despatches to the governor and intendant, of June 8th of the following year. 
One despatch s tates that he finds it impossible to accept the proposals of Martin ,vith 
reference to the storage of grain, but urges them to take other suitable precautions 
against -periodical fami ne. The other instructs them to give every protection and 
assis tance to Martin in his efforts to develop the timber trade and the other enter
prises in which he is engaged; and closes with the general statement that men of his 
quality should be encouraged (see Serie B, Vol. 97 , fols . 23 and 25) . The outbreak 
of the Seven Years War interrupted Martin's numerous projects for developing the 
natural resources of Canada, and diverted the attention of his company to those lines 
of trade and supplies which were likely to be most in demand and more promising 
in profits . They evidently laid in extensive supplies of liquors, particularly brandy, 
which t hey pr udently s tored beyond the city of Quebec while besieged by the English. 
When, therefore, there was a very urgent demand for brandy_ to encourage the milit ia 
and Indians to assist Levis in his attack on Quebec in the spring of 1760, it was found 
that Mar tin and his associates had the only extensive supply available. On the 
urgent and r eitera ted demand of Levis, Vaudreuil instructed Bigot, 25th March 1'760, 
to ,purchase from Srs. Martin and Tropez 250 quarter casks of brandy at the price 
agreed upon between t hem (Serie F 3 , Vol. 16, fol. 75 ). The cont ract was duly 
executed and paid for in bills of exchange on the French Treasury. Martin returned 
to F ran ce after the general capitulation in 1760, and soon found himself in great 
financial straits , most of his assets being in the shape of claims upon the government, 
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the amount of over 500,000 livres, and that of the widow of S' .Arnoux, 1 con
taining a claim for 108,000 livrcs for hospital rations and various contracts, 
were not in a position to enable the Commissaries to give their opinion regard· 
ing them; since i t was necessary to obtain light on certain important facts 
the cognizance of whi ch is at present pending before another tribunal, which 
necessarily suspends the decision of these matters, the verification of which 
was indispensable. 

The decree of Council of l\farch 13, 1762, which has just been men· 
tioned, in assigning to the commission the cognizance of all the debts con· 
tracted, in anad a up to the period of the final evacuation of the colony, fixes 
the 6th September last as the date until which creditors would be allowed to 
make their exhibits, and declares forfeit the claims of all those who had not 
su?mi tted their papers within the extended period of six months, allowed by 
tlus decree. 

Defin i te as i t is, as regards this second period, it has not had the success 
we were entitled to expect, since, including claims already settled, the total 
number submitted amounts only to 85. 

the payment of wh ich under one pretext and another was being postponed indefinite]~ 
In November 1761, the minis ter, writing to a friend of Martin's who had forwarded 
a memoir from him r epresenting his situation, acknowledged' without reserve the 
very g reat hard ship of t hat merchant's position and stated that he was then engaged 
in making some s pecial a rrangements for similar cases, and that bis would· be 
included. As we see, h owever , from the document before us, nothing definite had been 
done at this da te; later an arrct was drawn up dealing with the various classes of 
claims which were to come under the arret of 29th June, 1764. In this, special atten• 
tion was g iven to the claims of Tropez and Barthelemy Martin (indicating another 
confusion of names ), a moun t ing to a total of 554,67311, the details of which, with the 
attached vou cher s, a re given. The claim is allowed on the basis of five per cent 
reduction , and much praise is given t o Martin for his public spirit in the service of 
the K ing (S erie C11 I , Vol. 105-3, pp. 932-45) . This, however, does not seem to have 
disposed of the mattel' , for, in Ma rch 1765, the minister again forwards to Fontanieu 
a memoir from Tropez a nd Bar thelemy, partners of Martin, setting forth once more 
the details of the claim for over a half million livres for the brandy supplies already 
referred to. Possibly Martin the head of the firm had already passed away. At any 
rate, no further references to him have been found and it is uncertain whether any 
part of the claim was ever ,paid. 

1 Sr. Arnou x went out to Canada in connection with the army of Montcalm, in 
which he h eld the rank of Sur geon-Major. He was in charge of the base hospital at 
Cataraqu i in the latter par t of July 175G, and organized there a field hospital to 
accompany the expedition fo r the attack on Oswego. He was in charge of the medical 
hospital service in various p hases of the succeeding campaigns, during the closing 
days of French rule. Re evidently yielded to the prevailing temptation to increase 
his income by dealing in hosp ital supplies. He was engaged in establishing and equip
ping the temporar y hospital services for the ar my of Levis, both before and after 
his attack on Quebec in the spring of 1760. Under the circumstances, the oppor
tunities fo r profiteer ing in this connection would be very great, while it would be 
equally di fficult to obta in complete evidence as to the supplies actually delivered. 
Arnoux died in Canada la ter in 1760, and it fell to the lot of his widow to present and 
press his claims which amou nted altogether to 108,00011. Wit.bout doubt she was 
lacking in ncithe~· zeal nor per sistence in presenting her claims upon the government, 
before enlisting t he assistance of others. In 1767, for lack of the required vouchers, 
her cla ims h a d been r educed to 30,97011. The claim was still being presented in 1775, 
when the mini ster, in reply to a lady of quality whose sympathies and influence had 
been enlist ed on her behalf, stated that these claims bad been presented at least 
twenty times and ha d been r ejected as often. On the other hand, however, generous 
compensa t ion ha d/ been granted to the widow and daughters, indicating that her 
importunity had n ot been unrewarded. 
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Since September 6, two claimants only have presented themselves to the 
clerk, but th eir exhibits were refused on account of the order contained in the 
decree of :Mar ch 13. 

·what has been observed respecting the two claims made by sr Martin 
and Widow Arnoux, is applicable to almost all the claims which have been 
formulaLed; the same insuiiiciency may be noted in the supporting papers, in 
which, when the form is more closely observed, the lack of knowledge of the 
facts which are being investigated in the Bastille, do not allow decisions to be 
made. 

To arri n~ at a knowledge of the value of the merchandise delil-ered in 
Canada, during the last years of the war, an attempt was made to get an 
abstract of the supplies furnished for some years previous; this task was sus
pended on the 12°1 August last by order of the Duke de Choiseul to the officer 
in charge, directing h im to deliver to the co=ission sitting in the Bastille, 
the sched ules which were used in mak ing up the abstract. 

Besides the infor mation which it was hoped to gain from this work, the 
Commissioners considered it st ill more necessary to learn the rate of insur
ance arranged in F rance in 1756, 57, 58, and 59, for vessels sent to Canada ; 
details wi th this end in view have been requested from the Chambers of Com
merce and the Admiralty offices. Replies have been received through several 
memoranda and sr Colon who has taken note of them is to render an account 
to the Commissioners. 1 

[Not signed.] 

ALLEGED ATTE:1IPT BY FRANCE TO BUY UP THE CANADA. 
BILLS2 

Separate. 
gt J ame's Novr 12u, 1763 

GOVE RNOR OF QUEilEC . 

Sir, 

I have bec11 informed, that some P ersons, employed by the F rench 
Ministry for that pur pose, have, by insinuating to the Inhabitants of Your 
Government, that the Can ada Bills will never be paid, purchased from them 
considerable Quantities of those Bills at a very low Price. As such a Proceed
ing ( if true) is so highly dishonorable to the French Go1·ermnent, and so 
injurious to the Proper ty of His Majesty's new Subjects in Canada, I must 
desire Y on will make immediate Inquiry into the Truth of this Report, and 
inform me, whether any such P ractices have been attempted, and to what 
degree They may have prevailed. And in the meantime I think it necessary 

1 Appended to this is a table giving a summary, without names or details, of 
eighty-five clai ms. wh ich had been submitted. There is also indicated the nature of 
these, the gross amou nts of them , and the general attitude of the commission towards 
them. 

2 Q. 1 : p. 175. 
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to acquaint You, that His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris1 and Myself are, by 
his Majesty's command, exerting our Endeavours to obtain from the Court of 
France an exact Performance of the Stipulations contained in the late Treaty 
of P eace, with r espect to those Bills . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

DUNK HALIFAX2 

ACCOUNT REQUIRED OF THE CANAD.A. BILLS3 

HONble J AME S MURRAY, 

Governor of Quebec 

Sir, 

st Jame's Decr 9th 1763 

It being necessary that the Amount of the Paper Money, called Canada 
Bills, in the P ossession of His Majesty's Subjects under Your Government, 
should be accurately ascertained, in order to enable me to state, with Precision, 
the Sum which is to be demanded of His Most Christian Majesty according 
to His D eclaration in the late Treaty of Peace, 4 concerning the Payment of 
the said B ills. It is His Majesty's Pleasure, that You should forthwith, by 
Proclamation, or such other publick Method as You should think most proper, 
require each, and every of His Majesty's Subjects, as well English, as French, 
within the Province under Your Government, to deliver in, at such reason
able Time as Yon shall prefix, and to such proper Persons at Quebec, Trois 
Rivieres, and 1'f ontreal, as You shall appoint to recei ,·e the same, a true & 
exact Account of the Canada Bills, Pa pier Royal or Lettres de Caisse, of which 
He, or She, is possessed : In which .\ccounts are to be Specified the nominal 
Value, the date, and all other necessary Particulars of each Bill, and the 
Means by which each Possessor acquired the same. 

And if any P ersons have by their Necessities, or otherwise, been induced 
to sell, at a low Price, any of the Canada Paper, of which they were possessed 
at the Time of the Cession of that OolUltry to the Crown of Great Britain, You 
will cause a separate Account, to be circumstantially takeu, in each of the 
Places aboYe mentioned, of all the Bills so sold, by whom, to whom, and at 
what Pri ces. And You will transmit the whole to me, with all possible Dis
patch. 

I am &ca 
Dl,'.',K IT, \LlFAX 

1 At this time the British Ambassador to France was Francis Seymour Conway, 
Earl of Hertford, afterwards Marquis of Hertford. He was a nephew of Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

2 George Montagu Dunk, second Earl of Halifax, was one of the most prominent 
and active Comm issioner s of Trade and Plantations. He was president of the Board 
from 1st November, 17 48, to 21st March, 1761. In this capacity he promoted the 
development of the Town of Halifax, which was named after him. Under him the 
commerce of the American colonies was actively encouraged. He was first Lord of 
the Admiralty in 1762 and one of the two Principal Secretaries of State from 9th 
September 1762. He ,~as senior secretary and therefore in charge of the American 
department, from 9Lh September 1763 to 12th July 1765. He was again Secretary of 
State from J anuary to June, 1771, in which year he died. 

3 Q. 1: p. 184. 
4 Referring to the special Declaration attached to the Treaty of 1763, given at p. 

973. 
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l\TTJRHAY'S BF.FORTS TO DISCOURAGE TRADING IN CANADA 
P AP ER1 

Quebec, H th Febry 1764 
1fy Lord : 

I am honored with yo ur Lordships separate Letter of the 12th November 
last, the several subjects 0£ wh ich I shall now endeavour to answer. 

In the fi r st place, I shall lay before yo u, all I know relative ti) tlie Trans
actions here for Canada Bills. 

The definitive Treaty was hard ly come to hand, when I received cer ta in 
Information, that many of the :Merchants here were empower'd by their cor
respondents at home, uot only to sell in Paper Money, but likewise to buy it, 
provided they could get it a t a very considerable Discount. A Gentleman in 
London wrote to me, that he bad desired his F riend heTe to lay out upward 
of fifteen th ousand pounds in that way. Hence it was natural for me to th ink 
the people intru ted to my Care must in the encl be very great losers by thi~ 
Traffick, and that il was my indispensible Duty to put a stop to it, as much as 
in me lay : to this End I published a Declaration dated 27th May, Copy of 
which is h ere inclose<l; 1 li kewise assem bled the Canadian Merchants, shewed 
them the Gentleman's Letter, and represented to them the absurdity of part
ing wi th their money £or almost nothing, considering the stipulations relative 
to it in the Treaty, th at i t was certainly better for them to wai t with Patience 
the Result of these stipulations, than sell it to Merchants, who would not buy 
it, were they n ot well assured of immense Profit. In short, I omitted to say 
noth ing, wh ich P rudence would allow me to utter upon the Occasion; But as 
it was absolutely impossible to ascertnin the Value of it, from the great 
uncertainty How, when, and where the same was to be paid, nothing could be 
done au thoratativel,Y, withou t r isqueing the Odium in the case of non-pay
ment, Every one was therefore left to himself, to act as he thought best. How
ever to put it out 0£ the P ower of the Court of France to make any objection 
to the payment of the money actually in Canada, by alledgiug that whnt _did 
not appear nt the different offices iu France, agreeable to the inclosed Edict, 2 

might be sent to their corresponden ts in Canada, by those, who in France durst 
not avow the P osse ion of i t, I open'd an office, and im-ited every one to 
register their Bills, in the ve ry Form, and manner as directed by the french 
Edict: I hope most of the paper monP,y was register'd, because it was done 
gratis, and now happen what will, if the poor P eople are not paid, the whole 
Odium must fa ll u pon their fo rmer Masters.-The GoYernors of Montreal, 
and T rois Riviere cl id soon follow my Example, 3 hence I flatter myself I 

I Q. 2 : p. 32. 
2 Referr ing to t he decr ee of 24th December 1762; given at p. 963. 
3 Murray had written t o Burton, F eb. 10th, stating that he had ~ complete account 

o~ the paper money in h is dist r ict, and asking that be and Hald1mand should . send 
h:m an account of wha t remained in the districts of Montreal and Three Rivers. 
ll~u.rray being a s unpopular with t he English military as he was with the ~ngli~ 
ClVll element, the governor s of T hree Rivers and Montreal, so far_ from followm~ his 
exa~ ple or comply ing wi th his r equest, avoided doing so un_til he was officially 
appomted Governor of t he P rovince nnd they were fo rmaHy notifi~ of the fact. In 
prospe_ct of ~uch an ,appointment, Gage and Burton sought appointments elsewhere 
to avoid coming under Murray's authority. The first returns of the paper money from 

! 6541-64 
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shall _be able to s~nd to your_ Lor?ship an exact account of all the paper money 
now rn the Provrnce, and likewise of what has been sent out of it since the 
Navigation was open last summer. ' 

Inclosed is the account of the Quebec district. tbe moment I receive 
those of the other two; they shall be transmitted to You: Your Lordship will 
observe by_ this account that a Mons' P erthuis1 connected with M' Rybot a 
Merchant rn London has been the most considerable Dealer in this way. I 
likewise know of a Mons' Porlier 2 at Montreal who has been deeply concerned 
he corresponds with Isidore Lynch of London, these two Men came fro~ 
England last su=er, P erthuis returned to London in the Autumn Porlier 
is still at Montreal : But there is hardly an English Merchant who' has not 
taken of this Species, to a considerable amount, encouraged to it by the great 
prospect of gain, if a par t is ever paid ; for in goods, upon which they take 
care no doubt, to state a reasonable Profit, few give more than fifteen Livres 
for a hundred, no less than eigh ty five discount-

Montreal and Three River s had already gone to Britain. The action taken by Gen
eral Gage at Montreal is set forth in his dispatch of 28th August 1763, given at p. 
981. Gage had already ,posted up throughout his district, copies of such features of 
the Treaty of Paris of 10th F eb. 1763, as particularly affected the Canadians, including 
the c::onvention attached to the Treaty, and promising payment of the paper money 
left m the hand s of the Canadians. Governor Burton of Three Rivers had appointed 
Sr. Louis P errault to make out a r egister of the paper money held there. This he 
accomplished between the 11th and 30th June, 1763. The report was transferred to 
London in Aug·ust of that year, and acknowledged by Lord Halifax on the 14th of 
January, 1764. Halifax informed Burton, however, that he must send in a more 
detailed; repor t, showing what was, in the possession of each individual, in order to 
comply with requirements of the F rench Government. Steps were taken throughout 
the three districts in Canada to comply with these conditions. Haldimand took over 
the government at Three Rivers in succession to Burton, who, although desiring like 
Gage to leave Canada on Murray's appointment as governor, was persuaded to remain 
for a t ime at least, a s Governor of Montreal, in succession to Gage. Haldimand 
ignored Munay as long as possible · and corresponded with Burton on the subject 
of the paper money, s~mding through him his returns, until ordered by the Secretary 
of State, H alifax, to send them through Murray. On 14th February, 1764, he asked 
Burton for information as to t he future. So far he had followed Burton's declaration 
as to the wor thlessness of the paper money and his prohibition of its circulation. The 
terms of the Treaty of Peace, however, had altered conditions. Now it appears that 
the paper money was to be <!onserved and returns of it sent in. On the following dat_e, 
16th F ebruary, he issued a public notice counselling the holders of the paper money m 
the district not to part with it at a heavy discount, or to traffic in it. On the l?th 
he wrote to Murray, explaining his inability to _send hjm the returns. a~ed_ for, statmg 
that what trafficking there was in the paper with a view to transnuttmg it to France 
or England, was chiefly in his own district or that of Montreal. _On March 11th_ 
1764, he issued another notice in accordance with the orders received from ~rd 
Halifax, through Murray calling upon those possessing the Canada Paper to furmsh 
the prescribed statement of their holdings. See Canadian Archives R~port. 1918, 
Regne Militaire p. 160. On April 1764 he reports progress in the rei1st rat1on of 
the paper money, and states tha t there i s little trading in it in that district (Q 2, 
p. 98) . 

1 No evidence has been discovered as to what relationship this M. Perthuis may 
have borne to AttoTney Gener al J oseph Perthuis, who returned to France after the 
Conquest (see not 1, p. 761). Joseph Perthius had tw? sons, Jos~ph an~ Charles. 
Out of special consideration for the past services of their father, his pension of 600 
livres was converted, October 1778, into two pensions of 200 Iivres each for the two 
sons (Serie B, Vol. 164, ff. 324 and 379). 

2 A person named Porlier was appointed clerk of the district of Montreal, after 
the dismissal of Sr. Raimbault in 1732. His commission was dated September 1732. 

26541-64; 
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About forty years ago, the Paper money of this Country fell into dis
cred it the onrt owed a long arrear, and compounded with their Creditors 
for three eights of the Debt: This Precedent cannot but alarm all the con
cerned. 1 

The Peasantry, and a very few of the most sensible Citizens who had 
realized in time, are tolerably comfor table in their circumstances, the rest of 
the People are g rea tly distress'd to subsist themselves, and fam ilies, and 
naturally chusc to secnre a little, rather than risque the whole. 

I ha1·e n ot yet been able to discover that the French :Ministry have had 
nny hand in buy ing up the Paper money of this Country; I rather incline to 
believe, that Greed of Individuals on the one hand, and necessity on the other 
have hitherto promoted tbese transactions; I shall however, give a particufar 
attention to th is affair, and beside the fresh warning I give them on this 
Occasion, Copy of which is here inclosed, 2 I shall not fail to put a final atop 
to it, if it sha 11 be found to proceed from what your Lordship imagines; and 
should the I nformation be confirmed I hope likewise to receive H.is }Iajesty'a 
Instructions thereon, before the busy time of the year. 

[Signed] JA: M UR !lAY 

REGISTRATION OF THE CANADA PAPER 

I 

Quebec 51h March 1'7643 

My Lord: 

I had the honor to write to your Lordship very fully the 14th FebY last 
on the Subj ect of the Paper money of this Country in answer to yours of the 
12th N ovem her last. 

I am since favor ed with Your Lordships of the 9th December4 relating to 
the same affair, in consequence of which I have issued a Proclamation~ to order 

1 This evidently refers to the reduction in value of the card money at the close of 
the first period of its issue and circulation. By a declaration of the King, of 6th 
July 1717, supplemented by a declaration of 21st_1iia:ch 1718, the card money W!lB 
reduced to one-half its face value, and redeemed m bills of exchange on that basis. 
The first of these declamtions will be found in Vol. I, at p. 399, and the second) at 
p, 433. 

2 In the despatch of November 12, 1763, from the Secretary of State, Lord Hali
fax, to Murray, he had stated, that reports were current that the French government 
had employed! persons to purchase the paper money_ in Cana_da at a )ow rate, on the 
alleged ground that it would never be paid (Canadian Archives, Series Q, Vol. 1, p, 
175) . The warning here referred to was issued by Murray, February 8, 1764, (Q, 
Vol. 2, p . 47). 

a Q. 2: p. 64. ~ P. 991. 
~ This proclamation which bears the same date, 6th March, is given in French 

among the Haldimand papers (Canadian Archives, Series B. Vol. 23, p. 3). 
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nil His Majesty's British and French Subjects residing within this Govern
ment, and Dependencies thereof, to make a full, and true Declaration of the 
Paper Money they possess, and by what means acquired, as also of what may 
have been disposed of by them at low Prices since the Cession of the Country, 
nnd have given them to the 30th April inclusive for so doing, at which Time 
the Entries arc to be closed, and the whole to be transmitted to Your Lordship 
with as much Dispatch as the Nature of the Thing will admit. 

[Signed] 

The Right H onble The Earl of Halifax 
One of his Majesty's Principal Secretarys of State 

II 

JA: MURRAY 

Quebec 24th April 17641 

My Lord 

We have been obliged to allow the People another month to register their 
Paper money, the Snow melted so early this year, that all communication with 
some of the Parishes has been cut off for some time, it will therefore be the 
first of June, before I can have the honor to transmitt to Your Lordship the 
Registers of the Canada Paper, of which I already find there is much more 
than I expected in the Country, And I am persuaded, that no Agents have 
been employ' d by the Court of France to buy up any of it. 

[Signed] 

The Right H onble The Earl of Halifax 
One of his Majesty's Principal Secretarys of State 

III 

JA: MURRAY 

Montreal May the 3d 1764:. 2 

My Lord, 

I have beeen honored with your Lordships letter, dated St James January 
the 16th 1764, 3 acquainting me, with your having received by Lieut Ellis, my 
letter of the 30th of August 1763, with a Petition of the Canadian Inhabitants 
of the Trois Riviere~ and the Recapitulation of the Paper Money, due to them. 
by th·e Crown of F;ance ; which last, your Lordship says, is insufficient to 
settle the liquidation of the Account, with the French Ministers. I find there 
has been some difference in the steps taken, in the Government of Trois 

1 Q 2: p. 104. 
2 Q 2: p. 126. 
3 The original letter from Halifax to Burton, here referred to, is dated 14th 

January (Series, Q, Vol. 2, p. 3). As sometimes happened, the date was apparently 
changed when a copy of a letter or despatch was made. 
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Rivieres, to ascertain the amount of the P aper :Money remaining in that 
Government, from those followed in the Government of Montreal, I beg leave 
to obser ve to your Lordship, that the Registering, and the Form of doing it, 
were proposed, and carri ed on by a Committee of the Canadian Inhabitant.a, to 
whom the J>lan adopted in the Governt of :Montreal, was communicated; it 
was not an act of Govern\ but only countenanced by me, as I was informed 
it was by General Gage in his Governt; after the operation was finished, they 
desired I should forward i t to the Secretary of State, and recommend it, to 
B is noti ce, as General Gage proposed to do the same a Copy of the Register 
they had made, ought certainly to have been sent, inclosed in my letter to your 
Lordship. As that matter is not yet settled, and new steps are now talcing, to 
bring the whole to an unquestionable point of light, which I hope will procure 
Ilis :Maj esty's new S ubj ects, the recovery of their Just Debt; I flatt.er myself, 
that the i11closed Copy, of the Register of last year, containing the whole 
amount of the P aper Money, of every Specie, then declared remaining in the 
Govem< of Trois Rivieres, wi ll be thought Sufficient. 1 

[Signed] 

. To the R ight Honble The Earl of Halifax &c &c &c. 

R. DORTON 

A COUNTS OF THE CA.NADA PAPER DEFECTIVE2 

St. J ames's June 9th 1764 
Honble J ames Murray l 
Governor of Quebec S 

Sir, 
. ... . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . . . .... . ... .. . . . . . .... . . .. .. .. . ..... .. . . . . .. 

The accoun t which you have transmitted to me of the Canada P-aper of 
every D enomination in the hands of every Inhabitant of Quebec, appears to 
he defective in many Particulars, (such as the number, date &co. of each Bill) 
which are required by the Form prescribed by the French Edict & by your 
Proclamation which were specified in a like Account which I received from 
the L ieutenant Gover nor of Montreal. I have however transmitted the Quebec 
A.coun t as I did that of Montreal to His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, with 
D irections to deliver them to the French Ministers, in order to their being 
examined and 1iqnidated. 

And if any objections should be made to the Defects which I have men
tioned, I hope they will be supplied in the Account which you have s~n~e 
directed to be taken, & wh ich you promise to transmit to me as soon as it 1~ 

fini shed. 
F rom the District of T rois Rivieres I have as yet received only an Abstract 

of the Amount of their Canada Paper which is of no use. I must therefore 
desi re yon wiJI take care th at a full nnd exact Account of each Bill of every 

1 There follows this in F rench, Q 2, p. 128, a register, dated 1st July 1763, of the 
to tal amount of ordin;nces, cards, certificates and bills of exchange in the district of 
Three Rivers amounting a ltogether to 1,735,37011• 

2 Q 55: p. 3. 
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Denomin ation, according to the Form annex'd t.o your Proclamation be pre
pared and sent to me as soon as possible, unless you shall find upon Enquiry 
that the Lieutenant Governor in consequence of my Letter of the 14th of 
J auuary has already transmitted such an account. 1 

DUNK HALIFAX 

REGI TER OF PAPER :MONEY IN ALL CAN'ADA2 

Quebec 20th August 1764 
My Lord: 

The former account of Canada Bills transmitted from this Govern
ment, was intended only to give your Lordship some Idea of the debt owing 
by the King of France to His Majesty's New Subjects; the instant I receiv'd 
your Instructions on that H ead, I set about getting a more particular State 
thereof, which is herewith transmitted, together with the Bordereaus deliver'd 
by the Proprietors, of which a duplicate is preserv'd in this Office. 

The R egisters ta.ken in the several Districts of the Province, and Bor
dereaus, are packed up in a Box which will be deliver'd to Your Lordship by 
Lieut Gran dad ier: I likewise herewith inclose a summary account of the 
whole. 

1 Haldi mand, writing to Gage from Three Rivers, March 9, 1764, states that 
Munay had sent him a copy of the despatch from Lord Halifax of December 10, 
1763, in which the King prescribes a new return of the paper money, requiring a 
statement from each person through whose hands it had passed, the manner in which 
he had acquired it, and the person to whom he had disposed of it and at what rate. 
He promised to do his best to complete the return (Series B, Vol. 2-1, p. 130). On 
April 18, 1764, writing directly to Lord Halifax, he reports progress in the registra
tion of the paper. Incidentally he repeats what he had previously stated to Murray 
and Burton in F ebruary, that there had been very little paper money sent directly 
to France from h is district. Such traffic from Canada as there might be, must have 
been from t he districts of Quebec and, Montreal, particularly the former where there 
were many country l)eddlers, who would accept the paper if they could get it cheaply 
enough (Series B, Vol. 2-2, p. 13). Burton had stated to Haldimand on February 
16, 1764, that jobbing and trafficking in paper money had been done in Canada. He 
states that some merchants came from Europe last summer "and sold their cargo for 
paper m oney at a very great discount" (Series B, Vol. 9, p. 40). On May 31, 1764, 
Haldimand inquired of Burton as, to whether he was making his returns of the paper 
money through Murray, or directly to Halifax. If it were through the latter, he 
would forward his to be enclosed with Burton's. Incidentally he ,remarks· that he 
considers that they are independent of Murray, until at least his new commission is 
received in Canada. To this Burton replied January 2nd, that he was sending 
registers of th e paper money to Quebec to be forwarded to Lord Halifax, in accordance 
with the latter 's instructions to Murray, and through him to the others. Haldimand ac
cordingly followed his example. On June 20, 1764, he writes to Halifax that he is send
ing his returns to Murray to be transferred to him. The return is dated June 14th and 
Murray's acknowledgment of it the 20th of the same month. Haldimand adds that 
the Canadians have been so used to false promises on the ,part of the French govern
ment, that they still expect little or nothin~ from its professions. Whatever, there
fore, comes to them as the result of the action of the British government will be the 
more h ighly apprecia ted (Series B, Vol. 2-2, p. 28). 

2 Q 2: p. 166. 
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From rna11y concurrant circumstances it has proved a tedious Operation· 
the difficulty of communic~tion at e~r_tain Seasons of the year, the Ignoran~ 
of the P eople, and the Ships not smlmg so early as expected this Season in 
hopes of the J11d ian_ ~eace, ~vhieh I am informed is at last happily effected, 
prevented your r ece1vrng tins account sooner. I believe it to be very exact 
nnd flatter myself it will now be satisfactory. ' 

Righ t Honble The Earl of Jialifnx 
[Signed] JA: ~IURRAY 

I h c.<rITULATCON GENllnAL OP THE P,nn MoliEY ,~ roe PaoVJNcz or Quui:c 

GOVERN'lrE?<."T or QUEBEC 

Letters of E,chan::e. . .. . ..... . ..... 683,413 18 3 
In Cnnnda .. . Or<lonnances .... ....... . ........ . 4,614,167 16 

s. d. II •· d. 

! 
II •· d. 

C'arcl_s . . ...... . - - - .... - . . . ••.. . ... 318.569 17 65,738,937 7} 
Certificates ...... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 122,785 8 10 
Letters of Exchange . ..... . . ....... . 766,359 9 7 ••• 880 I' 

I E O <l 70 I ' - • ...,, • n nrope.. .. r onnnnces. . .. . . .. .. ...... . ... . 2,325 5 - 1,501,943 , 
(Cards... .. ... ...... .. .. . ..... ... . .. 33,259 -

OOVERN'UE?\"T or l!ONTREAL 

II •· d. 
Lett.ers of Exchange. ... ... . . ...... . 667,650 6 61 
Ordonnances including the Recepis-

Card;~:: ::::: ::::: :::: ::::: : ::: :::: 
6
•~:•:~~ Ji =IO . ........... . . . . . 7,980,298 8 4 

Certificates and E tnts......... .. . .. . 5-13;29S 16 

COVERNME?\"1' or TROIS Rrvrl;RES 

U s. d. 
Letters of Exchange . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,743 5 - 1 
Ordonnnnces.. . .... . . .. .. . . . 1.297,579 15 -J 
Cards .... .. .. . - .. . . .. .. . . . . 70,755 16 

5
6 ............ . . 1,561,330 18 II 

Certificates .... ... . . . . 114,252 2 
To~ I .. ...... . 16,782,510 10 

TERMS OF LIQUIDATION 

I 

J.:MUBBAT. 

PRECJS CO~CERNING TUE KING'S DED'l' ON ACCOUNT OF CA.J.'<ADA 1 

This debt amounts to more than eighty three millions. It consists of 
forty nine millions in bills of exchange; twenty five millions in currency 
notes, and 11early nine millions in credit documents, for supplies and other 
expenses, which have not been redeemed in that colony, either by bills of 
exchange or by currency notes. 

These immense sums, which haYe necumulated owing to the suspension 
of payment ord ered by the decree of Council of October 15, 1759, arise prin-

1 This precis, prepared by M. Fontanieu and his associates Daine and Villevault, 
was the basis of the decree which follows and the draft of which accompanied the 
precis, ,as stated in the last paragraph of it. The precis was approved by the King 
in Coundl on June 29th, the date on which the decree accompanying it was passed. 
Its presentation of the reasons for the varying treatment of the different classes of 
paper issued in Canada, is repeated in substance in a score of different memoirs and 
replies to the representatives of the English government, or holders of the Canada 
paper who were endeavouring to procure, under the declaration attached to the Treaty 
of 1763, a more equitable treatment of the paper which they held and which they had 
obtained from the Canadians. By comparing the statements here made, with the con
temporary documents dealing with the issues as they were made and the disposal of 
them, it may be observed how the records were employed to suit the objects of the 
French Court. 
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cipally from tbe excess of expenditures occasioned by the frauds and by the 
discredi t of the paper money, the inevitable result of the prodigality in its 
issue and circulation by the intendant. 

It would not be equitable that the King, who alone bore all the burden 
of this criminal administration, should pay in their entirety the claims which 
it has created against him. No reduction will ever have a more legitimate 
found ation than that which is about to be declared on these claims. 

We lmow of only two modes of proceeding ; one consists in the pecuniary 
penalizing of those who participated in the frauds and who have shared in 
the illegitimate profits. 

The other is to proceed against the money itself, on account of its evil 
origin and of i ts r esulting discredit. 

The for mer of these modes appears impracticable; criminal procedure 
has been exhausted, civil would involve endless difficult, perhaps even useless 
legal processes, and of which the least inconvenience would be to delay all 
proceedings. 

There r emains, consequently, no resource except in the second mode, to 
which this memorandum is confined; that is to reduce the value of the Cana
dian paper in the proportion of its discredit in the colony, a discredit of 
which the progressive increase corresponded to that of the e},.-penditures, which 
almost doubled each year from 1755 until 1760. 

Let us take for example the year 1759. The price of everything during 
the comse of the year was from three to four hundred per cent above ordinary 
value. Would not every vendor be left a reasonable profit if the product uf 
his sales were r educed by only one half ~ 

The same reduction might be made for the preceding years, although 
the dearness was much less in proportion, for the reason that this difference 
was compensated for by the actual payment of a part of the paper circulating 
at the t ime, since the practice in Oauada was to draw bills of exchange every 
year payable in the three fo1lowing years. Those of the first term of 1758 
fell due and were paid before the decree of suspension of October 15, 1759. 
Those of the first and second terms of 1757 were in the same case, as well 
as all those of earlier years, except some which have been delayed. 

The suspension of the drawing of bills of exchange and of their payment 
increased, in 1760, the discredit of the currency notes, which at that time 
were the only paper money with which the expenses of the King could be met. 
Their curre11t value, in comparison with that of the bills of exchange, was 
found to be less th an a half; their reduction should consequently extend to 
three-quar ters. 

The only issues which on account of their origin, may be exempted 
from any reduction are the 

1

bills of exchange drawn in 1760 for the subsist
ence of the armies, the amount of which is 285,000 livres. These were 
employed according to their intent, and given as_ cash. 

These are the principles on which the reductions may be based, but it is 
essential to recognize that, in pursuing them strictly, the King would injure 
a number of persons who deserve to be specially recognized ; such are the 
French merchants who, before October 15, 1750, the date of the decree sus
pending payment of the Canadian bills of exchange, and the fi rst occa, ion of 
their discredit in Europe, accepted them with confidence in their business 
relations, at the same discount as, and often in preference to better public 
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issues circulnting at the same time. The deprivation of their capital anJ 
interest is already causing them a real and very considerable loss, and to sub
ject them to a reduction would be to withhold from them money from which 
they have not profited. The others are the officers and employees in the 
King's service in Canada whose allowances were fixed by His Majesty; being 
forced to receive the pa per money as payment, they have the same reasons 
for claiming to be indemnified for its lack of value as the King employs for 
its reduction. There may perhaps be other cases which should receive favour· 
able treatment, but they will be very rare and will form the subject of me
morials and representations ;-a resource which it would be well to announce, 
were it only to soften what may appear harsh in the reduction. 

Before setting for th the estimates which result from the foregoing details, 
it is necessary to make two observations connected with them. 

1 ° That Cadet, formerly commissary, owes the King for advances made 
to him by the trea surer of the colony, more than nine millions, which he has 
and will return in kind, that is, in bills of exchange just as he has received 
them, the persons in whose hands he has placed them having furnished for 
him declarations respecting them. 

2° That the King having deemed it proper, by decree of council of 
December 24, 1762, 1 to order returns of the Canadian paper, in order to ascer
tain the owners of it, under penalty of loss of payment, and having granted 
several successive extensions of time, the last of which expired on the 1st 
April last, it is indispensable to exclude from the final liquidation all those 
issues regarding which this formality bas not been complied with, leaving 
for future decision matters proper to be considered. . There are nearly 
eighteen millions in this class. 

RESU~E 

Showing the result of the liquidation according to the propositions indi
cated above : 

THE DEBT OF THE KING IS .. . .. .... .. .. . 

DEDUCTION :-

For paper money and other credit documents 
which the various debtors of the King will 
have to restore to him in kind by way of 
restitution, and advances made to the com-

Livres 
83,000,000 

missary, the sum of. ...... 19,000,000l 
For paper money not declared. 18,000,000J 37,000,000 

Remaining to be settled. . . . . . . . . 46,000,000 

7,000,00011 

29,000,00011 

l P. 963. 
26541-65 

LIQUTD.A.TION OF TH F. SUM DUE: 

Bills of exchange which should 
be paid without reduction .. .. 
Bills of exchange and other 
credit documents which may be 
reduced by Olle-half ... . .. .. • • 

7,000,00011 

14,500,00011 
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10,000,00011 Currency notes and other credit 
documents, to be reduced by 
three quarters . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500,00011 

46,000,000 11 24,000,00011 

Indemnities to be granted to officers · and 
others for salaries and supplies, and the 
amounts which it may be necessary to pay 
for some part of the 18,000,000 not de-
clared, may come to. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000,00011 

T oT .. 1L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,000,00011 

The ready money which the restitutions will 
produce, will amount ( after all expenses 
ai-e pro,·ided for) to two millions, which 
should consequently be deducted from this 
sum, to the payment of which they will no 
doubt be applied . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000,000 

R E~LllKDER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,000,000 

It may be accepted that it is a matter of justice on the part of the King 
to pay these twenty six millions. 

This sum will not appear too great, if it is considered that His Majesty 
having paid only in part the expenditures of Canada for the years 1756, 1757, 
and 1758, and almo t none of these in 1759 and 1760, it would not have 
been possibl e to meet them with a smaller amount, even if they were confined 
to the most legitimate of them. These expenditures were necessarily immense 
in time of war in a distant colony, assailed on all sides by the enemy and in 
which ther e were constantly maintained on foot more than 10,000 troops. 

It must also be considered that the King has not paid, nor will he pay, 
until the settlement, any interest on that amount the payment of which hn.s 
been postponed for five or six years, and that the interest which was promised 
by the decree of October 15, 1759, 1 would amount to over SL"\: millions, which 
the Ring will also save in the proposed arrangement. 

The condition of the Ring's finances not permitting, for the present, the 
payment of the capital stun of this debt, it appears proper to provide for the 
successive discharge of it by equivalent issues. We might, similarly to what 
has been done for the other colonies, exchange the liquidated papers for 
acknowledgements of indebtedness, provided with interest coupons, which 
woulrl be signed by the official charged with the liquidation and countersigned 
by the commissaries of the King. In view of all conditions, it is thought that 
the interest might 1,e fi.._"<ced at. 4 per cent, not to commence until January 1, 
1765. 
. If the King wishes to devote annually, in addition to the payment of 
mterest, a sum for the extinction of the capital, the best means of distributing 
it would appear to be by lot. The most prompt payment will be the most 
advantageous for the King. In cliYiding it into equal parts for five years 
commencing from the first January, 1766, it will cost in interest 3,120,000 
livres. 

1 P. 929. 
26541-6511 
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The pl'oposals outlined in this precis, are those which are most essential 
for the disposition of the Canada paper. If they are adopted, there will 
be drawn up a draft of a decree and a memorandum of instruction which will 
prescribe all the conditions to be followed in the various phases of its execution. 

And, al the end, is written, 
Approved by the King in his Council, June 29, 1764. 

Copy. 

[Signed] LE Duo DE CrroISEUL. 

II 
Decree of the Council of State of the King ordaining lhe liquidation of lhe 

Bills of Exchange and Money Notes of Canada. June 29, 17611• 

Talcen f rorn the R egisters of the Council of State. 

THE KING desiring to make provision for the liquidation of the debts con
tracted in Canada both in the form of bills of exchange and of currency notes 
and having had a report of everything relating to these issues made to him in 
his Council, His M ajesty recognizes that it is set forth in the most authentic 
manner that the extravagant expenditures incurred under authority of his 
service in that colony, arise as much from the frauds which were committed 
there and which evoked the rigour of his justice, as from the discredit of this 
money, which was a necess:ny consequence of the criminal profusion with 
which it was issued and put in circulation; that this discredit, beginning in 
1754, has continued steadily and rapidly until, at the end of 1758, the face 
value of these issues exceeded by almost one-ha1£ the exchange value of what 
they were expected to acquit. 1.\ t the end of 1759, their exchange value was 
reduced to almost one-fourth, and continued to fall so heavily that, in the course 
of 1760, the discount amounted to more than four-fifths; that the excessive 
increase in the prices of all provisions and merchandise has been alternately 
the cause and effect of the excessive charges on the King increasing in propor
tion, charges so exorbitant that if they had been made at legitimate rates only, 
they would have been paid in full by the funds employed to meet the drafts 
from Canada up to October 15, 1759, when His Majesty ordered the suspension 
of their payment. These various conditions, so detrimental to the interest of 
the King and so excessively profitable to the holders of Canadian paper, would 
justify very considerable reductions in what remains to be paid; nevertheless 
the King, in consideration of the delay in payment and favourably disposed 
towards those merchants who, in good faith and iu the course of trade, had 
acquired these issues before their discredit and previous to their suspension by 
the decree of October 15, 1759, wishes to exempt certain parties and to use 
moderation toward s the others. Similar considerations of justice and goodwill 
induce His Majesty to indemnify the officers and other employes whose salaries 
and wages he himself had :fixed, for loss they had sustained through the de
preciation of the money they received in Canada, in payment of their salaries 
and wages. Desiring to provide for the above and having heard the report, 
TIIE KING, n E ING I , HIS COUNCIL, bas ordained and hereby ordniJ?s as follows: 

Article One 

Bills of exchange drawn in Canada in 1758 and the preceding years by 
the agents of the Treasurers General of the Colonies, which have been declared 
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and vised in accordance with the decrees of Council of December 24, 1762,1 
May 15, 1763, 2 and January 5, 1764, 3 and which the present owners have ac
quired in the course of trade or otherwise, elsewhere than in Canada, before 
October 15, 1759, shall be paid in full. 

II 

Bills of exchange, declared and vised as mentioned in the foregoing, and 
drawn in 1760, stamped for the maintenance of the armies, shall likewise be 
paid in full. 

III 

All other bills of exchange, declared and vised as mentioned in the fore
going, drawn in 1758, 1759, 1760 and previous years, which do not come within 
the terms specified in the two preceding articles, shall be paid only at half the 
amount for which they were drawn. 

IV 

As regards currency notes which circulated in Canada, and the receipts 
furni shed by the agents of the Treasurers General of the Colonies in return for 
these, declared and vised as specified in the foregoing, His Majesty will be 
pleased to pay one quarter of the sums for which they were issued. 

V 

His l\Iajesty declares null and of no value those of the said papers for 
which the declarations ordered by the decrees of Council of December 24, 1762, 
:Hay 15, 1763, and J anuary 5, 1764, have not been made and vised by the 
Commi ioners of hi Council, appointed therefor. 4 

VI 

H is l\f aj esty desiring to accord favourable treatment to the staff and line 
officers, the soldiers, officers of justice and other employes in his service in 
Canada, who are holders of the issues of that colony, has ordered and hereby 
orders that accounts be made up with them, from the total of which the sums 
which they have received in bills of exchange and unpaid currency notes shall 
be deducted only on the basis of their real value, as established by articles III 
& IV of the present decree; and the balance resulting from the said accoun~s 
shall be decreased by the average amount of the reductions to be made in all 
the paper of which they are holders. 

1 Given at p . 963. 
2 Given in S erie F 3, Vol. 16-1, p. 326. A printed copy will be found in A/faires 

Etrangeres, M emoires et Doczmients; Amerique, Vol. 10-2, p. 455. This refers to the 
decree of the council of 24th December 1762, which prescribed that all returns should 
be sent in within four months from that date. Various conditions had prevented some 
returns from being sent in within that period. This decree extended the time to 
August 1, 1763. Otherwise the terms of the decree of 24th September 1762, remained 
in force. 

3 Given in S frie F 3, Vol. 16-2, 'P, 182. This refers t-0 the decree of 13th March 
1762, Serie F 3, Vol. 16-1, p. 316, ,prescribing that within six months of that d~te the 
creditors of the government for services in Canada, were to produce their certificates 
and proofs for examination. Some of the creditors, however, were unable to do so, partly 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining from Canad~ the nec~ssary proofs! and . partly 
because some of their papers were before the tribunal which was dealing Wlth the 
alleged frau ds in Canada. In view of these circumstances the King had extended 
to April 1, 1764, the privilege of registering these c)aims. . 

4 For v11riou s reasons the periods for the presentation of a number of these claims 
were afterwards extended more than once. 
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Those individuals who, on other legitimate grounds, are in a position to 
claim similar indemnifications, may make their representations by statements 
to be delivered to sre de Fontanieu, 1 Councillor of State in ordinary, Daine2 and 
de Villevault, 3 masters of petitions, whom His Majesty bas assigned and de
put~d both for th_e examination of these statements, that they may, on their 
adv1ee, be dealt with as seems proper, and also to preside over all the work con
nected with the liquidation ordered by the present decree, as will be explained 
hereafter. 

VIII 

The holders of the Canadian paper, whether as owners, depositaries, 
voluntary or judicial, or commission-agents, will deliver them with the de
clarations which have been made respecting them, to sr de la Rochette whom 
His Majesty has assigned and appointed for the present liquidation, who will 
furnish them with a receipt and will draw up for each a schedule in which the 
said issues will be classified in condensed form, according to their nature, and 
the reductions therein ,vill be made by him in accordance with the preceding 
provisions. SC de la Rochette will confirm and sign the said schedule, which 
will thereafter be transmitted to sr Blot, whom His Majesty has appointed to 
register and audit them. 

1 See note 1, p. 955. 
2 In . not e 1, p. 505, refer~ing to Mr. Frnn~ois Daine, it is indicated that after 

returning from Canada, with his special knowledge of conditions there, he was 
doubtless the person referred to in this appointment. The general omission of first 
or Christian names in the French documents <renders it very difficult to conclusively 
identify the persons refer red to. After the note referred to was printed, it was dis
covered incidentally that the M. Daine here referred to, was a brother of Francois 
Daine. F rom still other documents it was found that he had apparently served in 
the commissariat department in Canada, and that it was probably he who sent to 
the minister in May 1758, an account of the distress prevailing in Canada (Serie 
C11 I, VoL 103, fol. 419). In the resume of the liquidation of the Canada paper, 
without name or date, but apparently in the latter part of 1767, Daine and his asso
ciates were praised for their very efficient services in connection with it, especially in 
furnishin~ effective memoirs a nd arguments in offsetting the British claims for better 
terms (Serie en I, Vol. 1:05, p. 908) . 

a Louis Guillaume de Villevault was born in Paris in 1716. He was appointed 
Council1or of the Gour des Aides in 1741, Minister of Petitions in 1759, and President 
of the Great Council, 18th December, 1759. From 1759 to 1767 he was under com
~ission to s upervise the ,affairs of the Department of Ma~ine, first as Royal _Coun
cillor for the Company of the Indies, and later under this decree to assist m the 
liquidation of the Canada paper and other claims in connection with the former admin
istration in Canada. In t his latter connection he went to London to treat with the 
minister, H . S. Conway and the committee of the British merchants. His conduct of 
the French case was highly praised. The English committee claimed that they should 
have representation on the commission appointed by the French government to deal 
with the Canada paper. After much discussion and exchange of numerous. doc~
ments, this claims was waived in August 1767. Villevault was fir~t ,employed m this 
matter in connection with the ,decree of 24th December 1762, to vise the papers sent 
in for registration. With his fellow officials and their documents he was tran~erred 
to the service of the commission of the Chatelet, and after the report of that tribunal 
he was appointed under the present decree to continue the similar but enlarged duties 
of dealing with the whole of the claims, particularly the British claims, connected 
with the Canada paper. The experience which he had gained in dealing with the 
colonial trade led, apparently, to his appo!ntment _in Nov~mber 1767, t~ th~ position 
of Intendant of Marfoe and Trade. He resigned this office m 1783, and died m 1786. 
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The schedules thus audited will be returned to S' de la Rochette, who will 
lay them before the Commissioners to be examined, vised and signed by two of 
them at least. 

X 

These formalities being completed and the liquidation concluded by the 
examination and signatures of the said Commissioners, the schedules will be 
returned to r de la R ochette, who, on the return of his receipt, will proceed 
to the payment of the portions liquidated, in bonds to bearer, furnished with 
interest coupons at 4%, the form and manner of payment of which will be pres
cribed and indicated by a decree of Council to be issued shortly for that 
purpose ; and the recipients will be required to give in accordance with the 
liquidation schedule, a receipt for the said payment, which will serve as a 
discharge for the said sr de la Rochette. 

XI 

In consequence of the present liquidation, His Majesty forbids any 
individual holder of Canadian bills of exchange, to undertake any recourse 
against the endorsers, except where an agreement to the contrary has been 
expressly provided for in the endorsement (or other form of transfer), on which 
account, if any actions ari e, His Majesty has reserrnd and does reserve them 
to him elf and to h is Council and has assigned and does assign the cognizance 
of them to the Co=issioners established by the arrets of Council of October 
l , 1759, N"ovcmber 29, 1759 and Jovember 28, 1761, for the liquidation of 
debts contracted in Canada. His Majesty forbids recourse elsewhere or 
cognizance thereof by any other judges on pain of non-suit, quashing of the 
proceedings, and of all costs, damages and interest. His Majesty enjoins that 
the present decree be read, published and posted up, wherever it may be 
necessary. Done in the King's Cotmcil of State, His Majesty being present, 
held at Com1iegne, June 291lh 17G4. 

[Signed] LE n uc DE caoisEuL. 1 

1 When the decr ee of 29th June, with the precis on which it was founded, was 
transm itted to the British Court it was received by those specially interested in the 
matter with vigorous protests accompanied by more or less violent outbursts in the 
public press, dwelling on the traditional sharp practice of the French Court in inter
national negotiations. Th e Earl of Hertford was soon inst ructed from London to 
enter a strong protest against the entirely one-sided disposal of all the Canada paper. 
He according1y presented , on August 7th, the memoir here r eferred to. See At!aires 
Etrangih·es, M emoires et Documents. Ameriqtte, Vol. 21, p. 197. In this he states 
that he had ,been instructed by his Court to remonstrate with the Court of France on 
its summary di sposal of the matter of the Canadian paper. The Court maintained 
that in ,a matter which affected equally the interests and rights of the two nations, 
the French Court had secretly disposed of the whole subject and then for the first 
time apprised the British' ambassador of its action, by sending him the conclusive 
decree on the subject. After referring to the rights of the Canadian subjects of the 
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British Crown, a s resting not only upon the honour and credit of the' French nation 
but on a specific pledge attached to the Treaty of 1763, he states that the British 
Court, relying on the good faith of the Court of France cannot believe that the latter 
should s_eek to finally d,i spose of such a matter witho~t consulting the other party 
equally rnterested. It would a ppear from the decree just passed, that the notes which 
are almost entirely owing to British subjects, are to be reduced to one-qua~ter of 
thei r re[!l value, a nd, under the specified. conditions of payment, will be stilt further 
reduced m value (see p. 1055 for an admission, in the resume of the final liquidation 
of the advantage to France through the inferior character of the securities exchanged 
for the O[!nada paper). The unspecified authority for their reduction by three
fo~r~hs, ~ 11,;ht b~ ~qually ernploy~d for their complete cancellation. Finally, the 
Br1t1sh mm1ster 1s mstructed by his Court to request that a new liquidation of the 
Canad~ paper _may be undertaken _on a mu~ual ba~is. On the following day, August 
8th, this memoir was sent by Prashn to Cho1seul with a request that he might furnish 
him with the m eans for making a su itable r eply, explaining the ,principles on which 
the King h ad based the terms of the liquidation prescribed in the decree of 29th 
June. (Sfrie _ C11 I , Vol. 105-3, p. ~53) . Choiseu_J, under date of 22n<F August, replies 
to this, statmg t hat he h ad exammed the memoir of Lord Hertford. He submits the 
draft of a r eply setting forth the principles embodied in the plan of liquidation and 
the justification for the various r eductions in value which were made. In this' it is 
claimed that the English had no interest in the Canada ,paper before the Canadians 
became Briti sh subjects under the Treaty of 1763, and since then they cannot claim 
any better treatment than French citizens. Nor can they claim any special profit 
from the abuses connected with the Canada yaper. The case is still stronger with 
reference to the English merchants who obtained the ,paper from Canada at a very 
large discount, particulars of which are given. The liquidation prescribed in the 
dec1·ee is actually very favourable to the British holders. The syecial article attached 
to t he Trea ty of 1763, providing for the liquidation of the Canada paper, must be 
interp1·eted in the light of the facts cit ed·. That the French government did not con
sult the Eng lish government as to the terms of the liquidation was due to two con
siderations. First, that the liquidation pertained only to France; second, that it was 
necessary to make all t he preliminary arrangements in secret. This, it is argued 
a t some length, w as r eally in the interests of the English themselves (Serie B, Vol. 
120, p. 231) . Three days later, August 25th, Praslin acknowledges receipt of this 
draft which, he admits , is quite a good argument for the reduction in value of the 
paper. I t is , however, scarcely applicable to the objections ra ised by the Earl of 
Hertford, whose memoir turns on two .points:-first, that the plan of liquidation and 
the details of it have been determined upon and executed without any participation 
by the English Court, whose subjects are vitally interested :-second, that the greatest 
reductions made in the liquidation, are applied to the ordinance notes, which, it is 
claimed, are held almost entirely by British subjects. It is necessary to have an 
effective reply on these two points, in order to establish the justice of the cou_rse 
followed by the K ing. He adds that on this subject he has consulted M. Fo_ntan!eu, 
who is intimately acquainted with t he details and who seems to iµ-a_sp the s!tuat1on. 
T•he minister believes that if he were requested to prepare a memoir m reply it would 
satisfy both Choiseul and himself in establishing the justice of the King, both as to 
the basic principles involved and the practic~J execution of them (see S~rie C11 I, 
Vol. 105-3, p. 854) . Fontanieu was evidently mstructed to prepar~ the demed reply. 
Choiseul had sent him the Jetter of Praslin of 25th August, which . he retur~ed m 
replying to Choiseul on August 31st. In his reply he s~ted that Prashn had privately 
consulted him on the subject. He now encloses to 9h01seul ~he draft o~ a new reply, 
in which is treated not only the two poin~s to wh1c~ Prashn had specially referred, 
but other points covered in their conversation. I~ this task he has had th~ co--0pe~a
tion of Messrs Daine and Villevault. They consider .that the re~Jy sub~tted quite 
justifies the principles upon which the liquidation was based, and ~II d~pr1ve Jhe Earl 
of Hertford of the opportunity of making a serious response to it (Serie C I, Vol. 
105-3, p . 857) . The reply is entitled:-"_Dra_ft of a reply to a memo1r

11
of the Am~as

sador of England, relating to the )Iqmdahon of the Canada paper: Som~ shght 
changes were m a de in this when it reached the Depa_rtment of Foreign _Aff~1rs, and 
it is the version recorded in the Archives of the Foreign Department which IS repro
duced in the document which follows. 
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III 
Reply to the Memorandum of the English Ambassador on the !Aquidation of 

the Canada Paper1 

The O,rnrt of France, in basing, as will be shown, the liquidation of the 
Canada paper on principles of justice and reason and not employing by any 
means all the severity which these would sanction, did not consider it necessary 
to communicate its plan to the Court of London because it could not conceive 
that an operation in which the subjects of the two powers are treated equally 
could give occasion to any protest on the part of the English Court. Moreover, 
secrecy, which it is always important to observe in affairs of this kind, rendered 
ilence indispensable. 

The known discredit of the Canada paper and the continued increase in 
this discredit have constituted the guiding factor in the reductions declared in 
the Ord er of Council of June 29th last. No one is ignorant of the fact that the 
King has sustained all the disadvantages of this discredit because it was only 
for the payment of his outlays that the money in question was issued and con
tinually di sbursed. Again, no one is ignorant of the fact that the mass of paper 
<:irculat ing in this colony and annually increasing, had become in 1760 fifteen 
times as l arge as it was in 1750. • From this disproportion one may estimate 
the discredit o:f this money and easily justify the reduction of which the English 
Court seeks the motives. The following details will render these truths evident. 
During 1759 the price o:f everything in Canada was from three to four hundred 
per cent above its ordinary value. Is not a reasonable profit left to every seller 
when he is allowed to retain one half of the product of a sale made with so 
much advantage? This is what has been realized in reducing by one half the 
bills o:f exchange o:f that year. If the reduction is the same for the bills of 
exchange of the previous years, which would seem at first sight to merit more 
favour, it is because the custom followed in Canada of drawing bills of exchange 
in three terms, a custom 11·hich was fully observed up to the 15th October 1759, 
secured for their possessors the payment in specie of one section of those which 
they r eceived clu ri ng those ~'C:ll's, and that advantage sufficiently offsets the 

1 On the 4th of September 1764, this rep ly was sent to the Earl of Hertford and 
a copy to the French Ambassador in London Comte de Guerchy, through M. de 
Blosset. I n the coverino- letter to the French Ambassador the Due de Praslin urges 
him to thoroughly acqmtlnt himself with the line of argument set forth in it, tha_t _he 
m~Y: be able to e ffectively meet the criticisms or counter arguments of the British 
m1mster, and thus deprive him of any solid ground for a reply. As a matter of fact, 
n? formal r eply was sent from the British Court before that of December 25th;, _as 
given in the document which foilows. A draft reply had been prepared for the Br1t1sh 
Court, probably with the assistance of the London committee representing the holders 
of the Canada paper, as it shows a more intimate acquaintance with ~o~ditions in 
Canada than the usual British official papers on the subject. A copy of 1t, m French, 
is given in Q 2, p . 403. It is without date, but together with the section~ fr?rn the 
above French reply, is endorsed :-" Memorial of the Court of France to Justify the 
Reduction of the Canada P aper Money-with the Answer to it on the part of the 
Court of Great Britain." The chief points in this draft of a British reply are sum
marized as follows : 
. " 1st. The Court of France, being the author and cause of this discredit, has no 

title to be benefited by it. 
2nd . In 1759 prices of articles for the King's service were fixed by the intendant 

at lower rates than those for the general public. . 
3rd. No r eason is given why the Letters (e.g. bills) anterior to 1759, are not 

entitled to complete payment. . . 
4th. Ordinances and billets, of a n old date, were the c1rculatmg currency of the 

country. 
6th. The Court of France is r esponsible for the full value, whatever they may 

have been purchased for. The favour and un_fair 1:1reference shown to French officers 
and mer chants to the detriment of the Canadians, 1s proved. 



CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE 1025 

reduction to wh ich these bills are subject. In this matter, however, the King 
was pleased to make certain exceptions in cases which appeared to him worthy 
of favour and these exceptions are equally applicable to foreigners and his own 
subjects. 

With regard to the notes called ordinances, they were the ordinary money 
in Canada. Those who held them took them each year to the treasurer of the 
colony who converted them into bills of exchange. They afterwards returned 
to general circulation by being issued by him in payments and disbursements 
for the King, whence it has resulted that so much of that money as remained 
in circulation was only that which had been paid out since the last issue of bills 
of exchange. This fact is certain and will serve to justify the greater reduction 
of that portion of the Canada paper than of the bills of exchange. 1 

It is also certain that the misfortunes of the colony and the suspension of 
the drawing of bills of exchange united with existing causes, since the drawing 
in 1759, to further increa e the discredit of the money notes, which were the 
only medium by which the King's expenditures were paid after that period. It 
is a very moderate estimate of the e:,,.1;ent of this discredit not to put it beyond 
a discount of three-quarters, for it is notorious that what was worth three 
hundred livres in September and October, 1759, sold during the following 
winter for 1500, 1800 and even 3000 livres. In a word, after the final loss of 
the colony, a volte of brandy ( an article of common use but not scarce) sold 

1 The statements in this par:igraph with reference to the position of t he ordinances, 
including the old card money, are exceptionally at variance with the facts. As may 
be observed from a survey of the documents before and after 1754, the French Cana
dian habitants and small tradesmen r egarded the card money, in particular, so 
favourably that it came to be hoarded more and more closely as later forms of paper 
money were increasingly issued. Very little card money, therefore, was presented for 
conversion into bills of exchange. Th is disappearance of the card money fr_om cir
culation, first occasioned the issue of the ordinances to take its place in the disburse
ments of the ,government. The earlier issues of the ordinances, likewise, had an almost 
equal credit with the card money a nd were also largely hoarded. After the outbreak 
of the Seven Years' "\Var, the issue of t he ordinances became greatly extended and 
the later issues f ell in value. To protect the troops from personal losses, if paid in 
paper, a large amount of metallic currency was sent out with Montcalm's army for the 
special payment of the troops. Th is was expected to be returned to the war chest in 
payment for bills of exchange. But under the varied conditi~ns which 1~ to i~s 
despatch to Canada, it was naturally much in demand for hoarding, hence httl~ of 1t 
returned, to the commissariat, and soon it had practically disappeared from circula
tion. Thus the newer forms of the ordinances, supplemented by official receipts for 
larger sums, alone remained in circulation. These were the papers which were 
returned each autumn to be converted into bills of exchange on France. The Cana
dian :populace, including the smaller tradesmen, had no occasion to return their 
savings to the colonial treasury for bills on France. Only the larger merchants, the 
government and, t he army contractors, bought e.xchange on France. Thus the bil\s 
of exchange which remained to be paid at the close of the war were almost all of thIS 
chaMcter, and together wi th the latest ordinances and official receipts, generally 
!efused acceptance by the French Canadians in the last stages of their inflation, were 
m the possession of the holders in France, or of those who ,returned there after the 
loss of the colony. Thus practicaLly all of the old card money which had never been 
inflated, and the earlier issues of the ordinances which were the least depreciated, 
together with some of the later, but not the last inflated issues, chiefly in the hands 
of the smaller Canadian tradesm en -and minor employees of the government, remained 
in Canada in the possession of those who became British subjects. The argument, 
therefore, drawn from the inflation of the currency and the frauds perpetrated on 
the_government, applied chiefly to the unpaid exchanges and the latest issues of the 
ordinances, r eceipts , etc. as held in France and, lea~t of all, to the paper remaining in 
t~e hands of the French of Canada. One may realize, therefore, the lack of justifica
tion for the payment at ,par of the majority of the paper i~ France and at 75 % dis
count on that left in Canada. The draft of the reply to this document prepared for 
the British government and referred to in _the p~e~ious note, brings out several of 
thb"facts and conditions here referred to, m add1tion to other phases of the ,same 
SU Ject {Q 2, p. 403). 

26641-66 
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for only fi fteen livres in specie, while they demanded for it more than three 
hundred Jivres in money notes. It is not less notorious that since the with
drawn! of the French, the English merchants settled in Canada have accepted 
in payment no for m of pnper money but on a footing of eighty to ninety per 
cent discoun t, which nmounts to more than four-fifths. And yet the reduction 
on this paper is for the one class only one-half and for the other, only three
qnarters. 

After the e details, it cannot but be agreed that the different reductions 
ordered, both on the bills of exchnnge and on the money notes, are, in general, 
as moderate as they arc just, while those on tbe money notes might be still 
greater without any one having reason to complain. 1 

The Court of England was not correctly informed when it was told 
that the note called ordinances were due admost entirely to the subjects 
of His Bri tannic Majesty. According to the very returns sent in by 
the Earl 0£ H ertford and in which there are found more than one-fifth 
belonging to French subjects, the English have only about a third of those which 
are to be liquidated at one-quarter. It cannot be supposed that the Earl of 
Hertford wishe to enlarge the total by the considerable amounts of th.is paper 
which the English bought up at a low price in France with an eagerness known 
and di sapproved of by the most respectable element in his nation. 

The declaration annexed to the definitive treaty assures to the new subjeck 
of His Tiri tann ic Jv[ajesty, the payment of their paper after liquidation has beer 
made : this implies a reduction and that is what is being carried out. One 
cannot persuade one elf that the Court of England ever desired to stipulate 
t.hat, in the same matter, the King should treat the subjects of His Britannic 
Maj esty more fa,·ourably than his own subjects. In a situation such as the 
present, the E-ing would doubtless have been justified in placing the inhabitants 
of Canada in a less favourable position because they have profited most from 
the extrnvagant expenclitm es macie in theii- country to the detriment of His 
Majesty's finances. 

The English Ambassador will understand that it was for France alone to 
determine a liquidation of which she bears all the costs. 

The credit of both nations is not involved. France is the sole debtor. 
Nothing can ensue affecting the English nation. 

With regard to France, the justice of her procedure leaves her no an..··dety 
as to its outcome. 

The E arl of H ertford will surely be convinced that it is not on imaginary 
pretexts bu t u pon well known facts and the justification resulti11g therefrom 
that the r eduction are based, and that if there is not sufficient justification for 
wiping out the whole debt, there is at least sufficient for a still greater reduction. 

The Court of France has ground for thinking that the King of Great 
Britain will be satisfied with this explanation and that, being informed of the 
principles which have been followed in the liquidation of the Canada paper, 
he will do justice to the good faith of His Majesty and to the regard for equity 
which has directed its execution. 

[Copy] 
1 In Q 2, at p. 402 is given with some minor variations and the omission of the 

first paragraph, a so:riewhat r~uo-h copy of this memoir up to this ;point. The sec
tio!1~ reproduced are separated a;d _set over against the corres_Pond!ng sections in the 
British reply to them. This reply 1s referred to and summariz~d m note _1, p. 10?3-
Apparently only those portions of the French document were given to which specific 
replies were made. 
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IV 

Rejoinder to the reply of the Court of France concerning the liquidat-ion of 
Canada notes. 

The Court of Great Britain having considered the reply of the Court of 
France 1 to the memorandum delivered by the Earl of Hertford on the 7th of 
~ugust l~st,_2 in.which the Ambassador demanded that justice be done respect
mg the hqmdat1on and payment of the Canadian notes and bills of exchange 
is full! persuaded that if the Court of France will be good enough to give i~ 
attent1_on to certain simple propositions, which it is proposed to offer it will 
not fail to r ecognize that it bas been led into error, or that a mistake has been 
made as to the m ethod pursued in this matter. 

When a Prince or a Sovereign State gives in payment, instead of coin, 
notes payable to bearer, of whatever denomination these notes may be, the faith 
and honour of that P rince or that State are publicly pledged to do justice to 
creditors who have these notes in their hands, in a manner as simple and 
exact as, nay even more than, private persons, in that they would not be bound 
under the same circumstances by the sentence of a court having authority to 
determine between them and their creditors. 

There is no doubt as to the disposition of His Most Christian Majesty 
to fulfill the engagements of a similar pledge as religiously as any other Prince 
or State whatsoever. It is in consequence of this persuasion that many persons, 
foreigners as well as nationals, relying upon his good faith, have entrusted 
their money to him although they well knew that in case His M. C. M. deter
mined to refuse to r epay them, it would be impossible to employ the same 
means to secure justice as might be made use of in regard to a private person. 3 

. . ... ..... . .. .. ................. .. . . .... . ....... .. .... . ..... ... 
These principles are clear and of universal acceptance. When the pre

liminary ar t icles were sirned, the Court of London had no doubt that H.M.C.M. 
would pay all his credit~rs in conformity with the requirements of justice, but 
as the decree of 1759 4 had alarmed those who had these notes in their hands, 
the King of England deemed it necessary to quiet their anxieties, and, to 
re~ove all their doubts on the subject, to request an express declaration _on this 
polllt at the time of the definitive treaty, which H.M.O.M. made no di1Iicu1ty 

1 This is the preceding document, p. 1023. 
2 This is t he document summarized in note 1, p. 1019, and given in full in Affa,ires 

Etrangeres, Amerique, Vol. 21, p. 197. . 
3 A portion of the reply is here omitted as dealing, at considerable length, with 

certain technical a spects of the paper issued by the Fren~h governme1_1t. These turn 
?n s~ch features as that these securities issued by a. sovereign eower n11ght be brought 
Ill dispute as between individuals subsequently mterested m them, and on such 
points as t he methods by which they have been acquired, the nature of the subsequent 
property or values exchanged for them, the greater ~r less v~lue of such articie:i which 
depend upon a great variety of conditions, as, their ~carCJty or abundance, m~e!'est 
~ates, exchange condit ions as between differe_nt countries, etc. etc. But the or1gmal 
Issuer of these securities is engaged to pay m full any honest holders of them who 
have acquired them in good faith. 

4 Given at p. 929. 
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nbout giving, 1 in c it was in conformity with his own sentiments and with the 
obligatio~ to w_hich he stood bound by every principle of justice, independently 
of any stipulation whatever. 

In consequence of thi s declaration so far as these Canadian notes were 
at _the time it w_as made, in the possessio;1 of subjects of H is Bri tannic Majesty: 
th~s pledge :vh1ch had as its security, the publ ic faith of H.l\I. C.M. towards 
pnvate creditors lias now become the subject of a solemn treaty between the 
two crowns. 

The K ing of Great Britain had by no means the intention of supporting 
the_ claims of those, who might have acquired these notes under circumstances 
which rendered them open to objection, according to the rules of equity which 
ar~ ob_serv~d among p rivate persons, and it was with a view to admittiug these 
obJect10ns m cases where they were well founded that it was not stipulated in 
the declaration that the whole should be entirely paid, but only that which 
was legitimately due. H.:M .. "M. bound himself towards the Crown of Great 
Brit~in to _Pay it stric tly, which gives bis Britannic Majesty a still more 
parti cular nght to call u pon the Court of France to fulfil its engagement. 

Ther e is no question here of examining what might have been the conse
quences if the matter had been proceeded with regularly, according to the rules 
of law and it is impossible to determine anythino- on this point without . . " e71 terrng rnto a di cussion of the proofs on both sides, but not the least step in 
that direction has been taken. 

If an offer i s made to pay a part instead of the whole, and the creditors 
3ee fit to subscribe to the proceeding, that is a matter of composition and a new 
agreemen t. If th e creditor refuses the composition, he cannot be compelled to 
accept it hy any mle which doe not equally prove th:it the debtor may refuse 
the payme11t of the whole. 

The offer of a compensation is not a liquidation. Liquidation signifies 
the action of c tabli hino· either by ao-reement or accordin2: to the rules of law 

0
' • " ~ b t d and jt.stice, whnt is 1·eally du e. It " ·ould have been useless to ave accep e a 

f~rmal declara tion on the part of H.M.C.:i\I. that he would_ pay such part_ of 
his debts as it would please him to pay, since he would certarnly do everyth~g 
it would please him to do, independently of any declaration whatever, but h_13 

eno-agemcnt binds him to render strict justice, that_ is to ~ay, to P~.\- ":hnt WI il 
appear to be legitimately due, from a candid nnd impartial examwation, nnd 
tltis is precisely what the Court of Great Britain complains o~, that there has 
been neither ei1quiry nor settlement, nor an attempt t? enqmre ?• to settle. 
Tlte holders of the notes have never been heard; not a srngle quest10n has ever 
been put to them · no distinction has been made between legitimnte demands 
nnd fraudul en t p;.ctentions, presuming there a~e su~, and no distinction ~as 
been made with r eference to the times and vanous circumstances und_e~ wh ich 
tlte notes are found to harn been acquired, but an arbi trnry compo~ition has 
been im posed on certain o-eneral pretexts which might warrant with equal 
authority the' payment of ~ny other proport.ion whatever or the payment of 
noth ing at all. . . 

In so far as the creditors might deem it a propo~ to acq111esce i~ such an 
arrangement, that would be their affair, and the Kmg ~l'onld not rnterfere, 
but when those of his nbjects who are comprehended m the terms of the 
-declaration, insist upon their rights, His Majesty is inevitnbly bound by the 

1 Th e declaration a ttached to the Trent? of 1763, given nt p. 973. 
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protection which he owes them, to represent in the strongest terms that in 
the procedure of the Court of France there does not appear to be the slightest 
appearance of an effor t to fulfil any of the terms of the declaration and the 
King is much persuaded that if H .M.0 .M. will view this matter in its true 
light, he will not fail to act in conformity with the justice of the case, and 
the positive engagement into which he has entered by his declaration.1 

Done at P ari s, December 25, 1764. 
[Not signed] 

1 There was eviden tly a sharp difference of opm1on between the official advisers 
of th_e Department of Foreign Affairs, on the one hand, and M. Fontanieu anw his 
associates of t he Department of Marine and Colonies, on the other. While the French 
reply to H er tford's memoir of 7th August, to which this document is the counter
reply, was un_der consjderat_ion , an official , evidently a legal adviser of the Depart
ment of F ore1!fn Affairs, discussing the validity of the principles laid down in it, 
o~served t hat if t he Canadians who became Br itish subjects could not claim any 
d1ff~ren t treatment, in connection with thei r paper money, than that of the regular 
subiects. of t he F rench King, then there was no occasion for specifying, -in the 
declar ation attached to the Treaty of 1763 providing for liquidation of the paper in 
the hands _of the _Ca na dians, t hat the paper held by the regular French subjects should 
not be m urnd with tha t held by the new French subjects of Great Britain. The 
terms of t he declaration plainly indicated a comparatively favourable t reatment for 
the new F rench Canadian subjects of Brita in. This favour, however, did not apply 
to ordinary British subj ects who had acquired this paper only indirectly through pur
chase, and not directly, as did the F rench Canadians, from the French government, 
for services and suppl ies furn ished by them. These ordinary British subjects, as 
purchaser s of the Canada ,paper, may be treated on the same basis as regular French 
cit izens. I t is suggested, therefore, that a statement to this effect might be inserted 
in a cover ing letter to Lord Hertford with the official reply from the Due de Choiseul. 
See Afjaires Etranger es A 1nerique, Vol. 21, p. 213. It is hardly probable that any 
such statement accompanied the reply of the F rench Court. When, however, the 
above Brit ish reply, of 25th December 1764, was received, it was submitted to appar
ently t he same legal adviser. In returning it to the minister, he states very frankly, 
that after reading it carefully, he considers it impossible to make an effective reply 
to it. H e again maintains that the French government should not have brought all 
Brit ish a nd French subjects under one treatment. The British are qu ite within their 
rights in insisting upon the liquidation of their ·holdings, under the terms of the 
declaration attached t o the Treaty of 1763. To remedy this error it would be neces
sary to issue a special declaration exempting them from the decree of 29th June, 
and admitting t hem to a special liquidation under the terms of the declaration. See 
Affaires E trangeres , A meriqne, Vol. 21, p. 280. Fontanieu and his a ssociates of the 
Depar tm ent of Marine and Colonies, evidently felt the force of this argument, but 
could hardly be expected to admit themselves in error before the British Court. Pro
ceeding to prepare a r eply to Hertford's memoir , whi!e. 1_1ot admitting themselves. in 
error, t hey wer e evidently much influenced by the crit1c1sms of the French foreign 
office. Many tenta tive draf ts and sections of drafts by several hands were made, some 
of which are r eproduced in the r ecords of the fo reign office. The completed draft, 
in the files of the Depar t ment of Marine, is given in Serie G11 I, Vat. 108, p. 17. On 
this is, not ed in t he m argin, "sent to the _ Du~ de _Praslin_ the 23rd ?anuary ~~66," 
The ,copy in t he files of t he foreign office 1s given m Affaires Etrangercs, 411ier1qite, 
Vol. 21, p . 264. Quite a n umber of verbal changes are !ound on the opposite pag& 
and in some cases t her e are differently e.,panded and differ~ntly worde~ treatments 
of some sections of t he draf t. 'fh ese seem to have accompamed the version from t~e 
Department of Marine while some of them are marked "struck out". The copy 1n 
the foreign office is da ted in the margin, 23rd F ebruary 1765, and below this "Copy 
sent Comte Guerch y the 12th of March 1765. Copy t ransmitted the same day to the 
Earl of H ertford". The r eason for this not being sen~ to Britain unt il March, is 
given in an anonymous and undated memorand~1~ w~1ch follows the ~OPY. of the 
reply, in the fo r eign office r ecords. In this the opm1on 1s expressed that 1t 1;111ght not 
be so difficul t to treat with the Briti sh minister and the foreign office, were 1t not for 
the fact that t he holder s of the Canada paper in London, being largely attached t o 
~he opposition, by t heir per sistent clam~rnr, more or less force the hands ~f the mi~-
1sters in P a r liament while it is in session. It were well, therefore, to withhold this 
reply until parlia ment closes in March, and t_hen it wi ll b~ almost a year befo!e. the 
matter can be brought up in Parliament agam. See Affaires Etrangeres, A111er1que, 
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SECOND REGISTRATION OF THE PAPER MONEY1 

JIONble JAMES MURRAY 

Govr of Qnebec. 

Sir, 

St J ames's, 8th Deer 1764. 

1035 

I received, by Lieutenant Grandadier, Your Several Letters of the JO th 

20 th 21st & 22d of August, 2 and also the Box containino- the Re!!isters & Bor-
~ t, t, 

dereaux of th e Canada Paper of every Sort, according to the last Declarations 
made at Quebec, ::Montreal, and Trois Rivieres. As I observe by the Abstract 

V,,ol. 21, p. 278. 1:here is little new in the reply of the French Court, of 23rd February 
1_165. I~ states, !11 substance, that the Court of France accepts several of the prin
ciples laid down m the British reply, but not their application. T•he entire devotion 
of the French monarch to justice and truth is reiterated at every turn. Another con
sta:1tly r ecurring statement is that paper which has been purchased at one-fourth 
of its face value ~an not b_e e.xpected to be paid at its full face value. There are many 
more 01: le_ss obv10us versions of the new economic doctrines of the day, dealing with 
the variations of value as affected by supply and demand. Once more the point is 
elaborate~, that the court of France, in the declaration attached to the Treaty, did 
n~t promise full payment of the Canada ,paper, but only its liquidation; and what the 
Kmg meant in t his, declaration was simply what he invariably means in all his 
~ecla~·ations, namely, hi s determination to strictly abide by justice. What was justice 
m this case, however, could be determined only after investigation of the conditions 
under which the Canada paper was issued and afterwards exchanged. Individual 
hardships there might be:-the King, however, can not take cognizance of these, but 
only of general resu lts. On these grounds the King of France is convinced that the 
King of E ngland wm listen only to reason and justice, rather than to the clamours 
of the English holders of the Canada paper and thus accept the settlement which has 
been made by the Court of France. The British government, however, notwithstanding 
that Parliament had risen, was not inclined to follow this appeal and accept the -settle
ment made in the decree of 29th June 1764. Finding it increasingly difficult, in 
view of the adverse opinions from their own foreign office, to maintain a firm attitude 
as to their right to settle the matter without consultation with the British Court, 
Fontanieu and his a ssociates devised a new plan for outwitting the English holders. 
The essential features of this were, that the French Court, through their represent
ative in London, should send to the British Court strongly worded, d'eclarations, to 
be given •as great publicity as possible, maintaining that not only would no better 
terms ever be allowed, .but if these were not accepted within a reasonable time the 
remaining Canada paper would not be redeemed on any terms. This, it was e.xpected, 
would dispose the general body of the British holders to part with their paper in the 
general market on quit e 1iasy terms. The French Court should then send over to 
Britain, or engage there ,a number of ,reliable secret agents, who, in the guise of 
private individuals acting independently of each other, ~vould buy up at low rates 
considerable quantities of the Canada paper, duly registered. Should these pur
chasing operations tend to raise the price of. the pap~r1 a temporary suspension_ of 
buying wouldJ soon reverse the market. This propos1t10n was sent by Fontameu, 
under date of May 1, 1765, to t~e Control.ler Gener~! _under separate cover, to insure 
secrecy. The details of the proJect are given in Se1·te C11 I, Vol. ;os, pp. 51:5, a~d 
Fontanieu's covering letter at p. 56. Before this plan could be put mto operation, its 
favourable considerat ion being assumed, a new line of negotiation was tried, in the 
form of a series of conferences between the French and English officials having to 
deal with the m atters in dis,pute, and including repre~entatives of the English com
mittee The first conference took place between M. Villevault and the committee of 
Englis·h merchants in London (Affai res Etrangeres, Ameriq1ie, Vol. 21, p. 281), 
th& next, shortly afterwards, July 18th, at Compiegne, betwee~ . the same 
French official and Mr. Hume, secretary to the Earl of Hertford (1b1d. p. 284). 
Rochette was sent for to furnish details of the transact!ons in Canada while he was 
treasurer t here. H e also made a report of this conference, dated 24th 

1 Q 2: :p. 201. . 
2 See C.0. 42, Vol. 1-2, pp. 374 and 380, also ,present volume, p. 1003. 
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of the Whole, that the Total Amount of these last Accounts exceeds That of 
the Former by u pwards of Two Millions of Livres, I am sorry that It could 
not be tr ansmi tted many Months sooner; For the former Accounts which I 
received from You, having been delivered to the French Mini;ters and 
received and registcr'd by the proper Officers at Paris, as Authentick De~lara
tions of the true Q uantity of Paper-Money in the hands of His Majesty's 
Canndi an Subjects. It 1;11ay now be difficult to prevail on Them to accept a 
Second .Accoun t amounting to a much larger Sum. These Registers and 
Bordercaux shall, however be transmitted, for that Purpose, to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at the Court of France, who will be instructed to exert His 
Encl eavonrs, in or der to obtain Justice for His Majesty's Subjects in This 
and E very P oint r elative to the Liquidation & Payment of the Canada Paper'. 
His Excellency has, by H is Majesty's Command, already made the strongest 
Remonstrances against the Arbitrary Reductions pronounced by the Arret of 
the French Council, of the 29 th of June last 1 ; And He is instructed to continue 
to do H is Utmost in Solliciting the faithfull P erformance of the Engagement 
contracted by His Most Christian Majesty's Declaration, annexed to the Defi
nitive Treaty of P aris . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

DUNK HALIFAX 

POWER OF ~\.TTORNEY FOR SECURING PAYMENT OF THE 
CAN.ADA PAPER2 

•K N o w ALL 11mN by these P resents That We Brook Watson, Robert Allen, 
Charles rokatt, William Greenwood, Daniel Vialars, Isidore Lynch, Robert 
Hun ter, Robert Grant and F rancis Rybot of London Merchants being at a 
General meeting of t he Jierch ants trading to Canada, Canadians nnd others 

July 1765. This was followed by a further conference at Paris, 24th August, between 
M. Fontanieu and Messrs Hume and Vialars, the latter representing the English 
committee, Rochette being also present. This involved a long and interesting dis
cussion, w'h ich brought out the disadvantages under which the English representatives 
laboured, on account of their lack of knowledge of the actual operations in Canada 
before the Conquest (Serie cu I, Vol. 108, pp. 26-38. Given also in Afjaires Etrangeres, 
Vol. 21, p. 295) . 

1 See p. 1013. 
2 Q 55, p. 5. As a r esult of the conferences between the French and British represen

tatives, refer red to in t he previous note, and in accordance with the rights claimed by 
the British r epresenta t ives to have some part in arranging the _terms of liquidatio~,. it 
seems to have been agreed between Fontanieu, Hume, and V1alars t~at the Br1t1sh 
committee might be a llowed to present proposals for a settlement, taking the French 
dcrees of 29 th June and 15th December 1764, as a basis (Serie C11 I, Vol. 108, p. 
39), As a r esult Mr. Hume, then Charge d'Affaires, in the abse~ce of Lord Hert
ford, on 25th September 1765, on behalf of his govemme_nt, submitted ~o the Cou~ 
of France a memoir embodying the proposals of the English merchants u~teres~d m 
the Canada paper. In this it was stated that they would accept pay!Ilent m specie _at 
60 per cent of the face value of the bills of exchange, and that portion of the cert1fi
~ates included on the s ame foot ing in the decree of 16th December 17~4; also payment 
m sp_ecie for 25 per cent of the fa~e valu_e of the _cards and ordinances and the 
remamder of the certificates as classified with them m _the 5a~e decree. They also 
undertook to furnish all reasonable proof that all their holdings had belonged to 
British subjects, since the Treaty of Paris. They stipulated, however, to be allowed 
a year from the acceptance of this• offer in which to present their paper and prove 
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interested in anada Bills Nominated constituted and appointed as their 
Committee, wi th full power and Authority in their Names and for their 
beh~lf as well as in the Names and behalf of all others bis Britannick Majesty's 
SubJects Inter ested or concerned in said Canada Bills, to Sollicit, Ask, Claim 
nnd demand of and from the Court of France the payment of said Canada 
Bills in Conformity to the late Treaty of Peace between that Court and Great 
Britain and in case of need to compromise and agree with said Court to accept 
and receive either in money or otherways a less or smaller sum or sums in full 
payment for their said Bills than is by the Tenor and Body thereof expressly 
mentioned and specified to be their just due By Virtue of said power unto us 
granted and for di vers good Causes and Considerations us there unto moving 
We Do by these P resents N ominate, Constitute and appoint His Excellency 
the Right H onorable Henry Seymour Conway Esquire1 as One of his Majesty's 
principal Secr etarys of State our true and lawful Attorney in our Names 
and behalf as well as in and for behalf of all others his Britannick Majesty's 
Subjects Intere ted or concerned in the Canada Bills to Ask, claim and 
demand of and from the Court of France the just payment of said Bills and 
in case of need to Compromise and agree for and in behalf of ourselves and 
all others concerned to accept and recei ve from said Court of France a less or 
smaller sum or sums in full for our demands than is specified in the Tenor 
and body of said Bills Provided the Sum or sums so compromised for to be 
received shall not be less or on worse terms than specified in our proposition 
hereunto aPnexed. 

And We do by these Presents grant unto our said Attorney full power 
in our Na mes and behalf as well as in behalf of all other British Subjects 
concerned in said Canada Bills to enter into and sign and seal and deliver all 
such engagements as shall be necessary in the premises either in his own Name 
or in and by a power delegated by him to any his Britannick :Majesty's 
hlinisteTs at the Court of France hereby Ratifying and Confirming whaterer 
our said Attorney may do or cause to be done in the premises which shall be 
binding to Us and Our H eirs and all Concerned for ever. In Witness whereof 
we have hereunto set our hands and seals this Twenty seventh day of Decem
ber in the Sixth Y ear of the R eign of Our Sovereign Lord G~rge the third 
by the grace of Goel of Great Britain France and Ireland Kmg Defender 
of the F ai th and in the Y ear of Our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
Sixty five. 
Signed Sealed and delivered (u.) 

their claims. The t erms of the proposal were to apply to all t~e Canada paper 
~!ready regi stered , a s well as that still to be presente<!. ~!though t~1s offer wa~ nu,ide 
m order to bring the disputes to a close, they still mamtamed that, m pomt. of JU~t~ce, 
they were en tit led to full payment for all the Canada pape:,:._ Therefore, m addition 
to the terms already proposed, the representatives of the British 1_11erchants de1!1anded 
a l~p sum of £150,000 Stg. to be distri~uted pro;r'!'ta as a partial compensation for 
their heavy losses. See Af!aires Etmngeres, Amenque, Vol. 21, p. 308: Th~se pro
posals, though not .accepted• under the conditions presented, were admitted. m par_t, 
and ultimately embodied in the convention of March 1766 •. Full J?ayment m specie 
could not be allowed, although a substantial sum was gr~nted if cre~it ~ocuments we~e 
accepted. The grant of a bonus was allowed, but differently ~i~tributed! and six 
months insteadi of ,a year, were .allowed in which to present add1~10nal claims. The 
above power of attorney granted to Conway enabled the convention to be arranged 
and signed. 

1 Henry Seymour Conway was a younger brother of the Earl of Hertford, and 
succeeded him as British Ambassador to the Court of France. 
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TERMS O:E' SETTLEMENT ACCEPTABLE TO HOLDERS OF 
CANADA PAPER1 

TO T H E RIG H T llO IlLE HEN RY SE Y::IWUR CONWAY ESQr one of his Majesty's 
principal Secretary's of State &c &c &c -

Right Honble Sir 

In Consequence of the foregoing power of Attorney and to facilitate the 
Settlemen t of the Canada Bills with the Court of France We the Committee 
appoin ted to transact tbe Business relative thereto humbly make the following 
proposition as a Standard by which your Excellency will be pleased to adjust 
that weighty account. 

The Court of France to pay t he pro-) 
prietors of all such Bills of Ex
change Ordonnances Cards and 
Certi ficates as may be tendered at 
the proper Office in F rance for that 
purpose on or before the Twenty 
fifth day of December in the Year 
of Our Lord One thousand seven 
hundred nnd ixty six and shall 
prove their property on Oath to be 
Briti sh and to have been so everj 
since the signing of the late Treaty 
of P eace with :France -

Fifty per Centnm on all Bills of Ex
change and such Certificates as are 
Intitled to the same payment by the 
Arrets of the Court of France 

And 
Twenty five per Centum on all 
Ordonnances, Cards and the remain
ing Certificates-

T he abm·e Sums to be paid them in an established, Secured and Transfer· 
able Fund bearing an Interest of four per Centum per Annum subjected to no 
deduction whatsoever either on principal or Interest-

The Court of Fr:mcc to pay in to the 
hands of the Committee the further 
sum of 

One 1\Iillion fi.e hundred thousand 
Lin·es Tournois as a Bonus on tho 
Ordonnances, Cards and such Certi
ficates as are paid at and after the 
rate of Twenty five per Ccntum-

.\.nd also the fur ther Sum of One Mil
lion of Livres Tournois ·as an Indem
nification from the discount which 
said Funds may sell nt under Parr. 

The last mentioned Sum of One Million of Livres is to he equally and 
proportionably di vided by the Committee to nil such Proprietors ?f Bills of 
Excb an o-e Ordonnances Cards and Certificates as shall proYe their property 
to be B~i tish. and to ha~e been so ever since the signing of the late Treaty of 
P eace wi th :France and not Liquidated in Conformity to the Arrets of the 
Court of France -

And W e do fur ther agree that all such Bills of Exchange Ordonnances, 
Cards and er tificatcs as shall not be presented for payment nt the proper 
Office in P ari s on or before the twenty fifth day of December One thousand 
seven hundred and Sixty six shall be forever excluded payment-

11 Q 55: p. 8. 
2G 541-6 7 
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J.ondon this twcn ty seventh <lay of December One thousand seven hundred 
nnd Sixty five -

The Committee leave the Mode of Pay
ment of the two million :five hundred 
thousand Livres to his Exce1lency 
General Conway either to accept the 
same in the French Funds or by In
stallments as he may judge expedient 
if in the Funds the sum of five 
hundred thousand Livres Tournois 
must be paid in ready money for the 
twenty per Centum discount thereon. 

[Signatures of the Com~ittee] 

THE 0 01\TVENTION OF nfAR0H 29, 1766 1 

Convention f or the Liquidation of the Canada Paper Money, belonging to the 
Subjects of Great-Brita.in, between the King of Great-Britain, and the 
Mos t Christian King. [Printed from the Copy, published by Authority.] • 

In order to terminate the discussions, which have too long subsisted in 
regard to the liquidation of this paper belonging to the subjects of Great- . 
Britain, the two courts have named and appointed their respective Ministers 
Plenipotentiary, viz. his Britannick Majesty, the Sieur Henry Seymour 
Conway, Lieutenant-General of his Armies, and one of his Principal Secretaries 
of State; likewise authorized to the same effect by the Proprietors of the said 
Canada paper; and his most Christian Majesty, the Sieur Count de Guerchy, 2 

Knight of hi s Orders, Lieutenant-General of his Armies, Colonel 0o=andant 
of his R egiment of F oot, and his .Ambassador to his Britannick Majesty; who, 
after having co=unicated their full powers and authorisations in due form 
to each other, copies whereof are transcribed at the end of the present Conven
tion, have agreed to the following articles. 

Article I. His Excellency General Conway, invested with the above
mentioned full powers and authorisations, accepts for the British proprietors 
and holders of the Canada paper, and in their names, the reduction of the said 
paper on the footing of fifty per centnm for the bills of exchange, and such part 
of the certificates as are entitled to the said payments, and of seventy-five per 
centum for the ordonnances, cards, and the remaining part of the certificates; 
and to receive, for the fifty and twenty-five per centum of the reduced principal, 
reconnaissances, or r ent-contracts, which shall bear an ammal interest, from the 
first day of J anuary, 1765, of four and one half per centum, t-0 be subjected 

1 Almon: A Collection of all the Treaties of Peace, etc., Vol. II, p. 296. 
2 Claude Francois Louis Reo-nier Comte de Guerchy, was born 1715. For the 

greater .part of his life he ser;ed h'is country in a military capacity in various sec
tions of Europe, from Italy to Flanders. After th_e Peace of 1763, _he was sent_ as 
ambassador to England, and in that capacity he c_ontm~ed to serve until 17~7. ~ur1~g 
the latter part of this period the noted Chevalier D Eon Wl!S Charge d Affa1res m 
the French embassy in London. Evidently with the tolerance, 1! not_ the s~r~t encour
agement of the French Court D'Eon .played the spy upon hts chief, wntmg secret 
memoirs against h im and otherwise thwarting his purposes. Discouraged and 
chaip-ined, Guerchy asked to be recalled, and died in 1767, shortly after his return to 
Paris. 

26511-67 ~ 
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to the Di:ci eme from the said first day of January, 1765, in as many reconnois
sances as it sbal l suit the holders to divide their liquidated principals into, 
provided that each r econnaissance shall not be for more than one thousand livres 
Tournois: which 1·econ1wissances shall share the same fate for their reimburse
ment as the other debts of the state, and shall not be subjected to any reduction 
whatsoever. The whole conformably to the arrets of the Council issued in 
France the 2Dtb June, 2d July 1764, 29th and 31st December, 1765. 

II. In order to ascertain the British property of this paper at the period, 
and, according to the meaning of the declaration annexed to the last treaty of 
peace with France, each proprietor or bolder shall be obliged to make a declara
tion thereof upon oath, in the form and terms which shall be hereafter pres
cribed, in consequence of a further delay, which his most Christian Majesty 
grants them to the 1st of October, 1766, after the expiration of which, such of 
the said papers, as shall not have been declared and tendered to be liquidated, 
shall remain excluded, null, and of no value. 

III. These declarations on the part of the proprietors and holders of this 
paper, shall be accompanied by an oath, to be taken before the I-Ord-Mayor of 
the city of London, or such other magistrate in person as shall be named for that 
purpose, in such place, and at such times, as shall be specified, in the presence 
of the Commissar ies or Deputies appointed, as well on the part of the court of 
France, as on the part of the proprietors of this paper; which Commissaries or 
Deputies shall be allowed to ask, through the Magistrate who administers the 
oath, such questions of the deponent, as they shall judge necessary, relative to 
the object of the oath. 

IV. E ach declaration shall contain only what belongs to one Holder, 
whether they are his own property, or held by him for account of other; men
tioning therein his name, quality, and place of abode; and this declaration shall 
be made conforma ble to the model annexed to the present convention. 

V. Duplicates shall be made of these declarations, certified to be true, 
signed by the Holders of the said papers, and previously delivered to the English 
and French Commissaries or Deputies, who shall be obliged, three days after 
receiving these declarations, to assist at the taking of the oath before the 
Magistrate appointed for that pID·pose. 

• VI. As this paper may, since the last treaty of peace, have past into the 
hands of three different classes of proprietors, namely, the actual proprietors, 
the intermediate and the original; the form of an oath, suitable for each class 
of proprietors shall be prescribed in the three following articles. 

VII. The actual proprietors, who are not original proprietors, having been 
intermediate purchasers, with a guaranty [ of] British property, shall take the 
following Oath underneath the declaration of their paper. 

I a:ffirm and solemnly swear, on the Holy 
Evangelists, that the papers mentioned in the foregoing declaration, are the 
same, ( or part of the same) that I have purchased of B 
the with a guarnnty of their being British property; and 
that I hold them on my own account, ( or on account of ) 
So help me God. 
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VIII. The intermediate proprietors, who have been purchasers and sellers, 
with a guaranty of their property, being British, shall take by indorsement on 
their declaration, an oath in the following form: 

I affirm and solemnly swear, on the Holy 
Evangelists, that I did purchase of C , on the 
day of sundry' Canada papers, amounting to 
and that I did sell the same, (or [part] of the same), to D 
which were guarantied to, and by me, to be British property. 

So help me God. 
This oath to be repeated by each intermediate purchaser back t-0 the person 

who brought them, or 1·eceived them from Canada. 

IX. The Canadian proprietors, or those who represent them in London, 
being the actual possessors, or no longer so, shall take the following oath, with 
the modifications expressed, suitable to the different circumstances under which 
they may :find themselves. 

I affirm and solemnly swear, on the Holy 
Evangelists, that the papers mentioned in the foregoing declaration. 

[If the property of a Canadian] are my own property, having had them 
in my possession at the date of the last treaty of peace, ( or having bought them 
in Canada, from whence I brought thenL) 

[If in the possession of a British representative of a Canadian subject] 
are my o,,n property, having bought them (or received them) from Canadian 
subjects. 

[If not in his possession J were my own property, having bought them, ( or 
received them) from Canadian subjects, and that I sold the same, (or part< 
the same) to the . 

rH these papers came from France, or elsewhere, being the property o 
Canadian or British subjects] were sent to me from France, (or elsewhere) on 
account of as British property. 

[If sold] and that I sold the same, (or part of the same) to 
the 

[Foreig11ers, who shall have sent them to England, shall take the same oath 
as the intermediate proprietors, as expressed in the eighth article preceding] 

[Foreigners who shall have received them from Canada, or Great-Britain] 
I a.f!h-m and solemnly swear, on the Holy 

Evangelists, that at the date of the last treaty of peace, I held in trust, or that 
since that date I have received from in Canada ( or in 
Great Britain) sundry Canada papers, amounting to on the 
proper account of an actual British Canadian subject, and 
that I have sold, (delivered) (or sent) the same, (or part of the same) to 

as British property. 
Ou these different oaths being judicially and legally made, the respective 

Commissaries shall be oblio-ecl to grant to the holders of the papers, that shall 
have come from France ( or elsewhere) a certificate of their being British 
property, as well as to the holders who shall have received them directly from 
Canada. 

[If the papers have been brought from Canada, on account of any other 
than the person who sent them] have been sent to me 
-directly by of in Canada, who 
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purchased them from British Canadian subjects, upon commission, for account 
of of 

[Lastly, If the papers arc for account of Canadians, and transmitted by 
them] that I received them from 
of in Canada, and for his account. 

[All indifferently are to add] 

I further swear, that the said paper[s] were neither purchased, nor have 
been negotiated, in F r ance as French property, nor acquired directly or in
directly from natives of France, who were the proprietors of them at the date 
of the last treaty of peace; and that no part of these papers were carried from 
Europe to Canada, in order to give French property the sanction of British 
property: which I affirm and solemnly swear. 

So help me God. 
X. N cvertheless, in case the actual proprietors, or holders, produce Borde

reaux in good form, registered heretofore in Canada, in consequence of the 
orders of the English Governors, or declared in France as British property, 
and not liquid ated within the time (for those declared in France,) that the 
registers for the declar ations were opened for the French, it shall be sufficient 
that the proprietors, or holders so circumstanced, take the following oath. 

I affirm and solemnly swear, on the Holy 
Evangelists, that the papers mentioned in my foregoing declaration, have been 
registered in Canada, (or in France) conformably to the annexed Bordereau, 
which I certify to be true. 

So help me God. 

XI. After the administration of the oaths, there shall, within the space 
of three days, be delivered to each actual proprietor or bolder, a certificate of 
its being British property, by the Magistrate who administers the oaths; which 
certificate shall be revised and signed by the respective Commissaries or 
Deputies, and shall contain an account of each sort of paper, which shall have 
been therein proved British property, in order that, by means of this voucher, 
the possessor may present his paper, to the office of the Commission at Paris, 
there to be examined, r evised, liquidated, and converted into reconnaissances, 
or rent contracts, according to the· reduction fixed and agreed upo·n: every thing 
shall meet with all possible dispatch, and the holders of this paper shall be at 
no expence whatsoever. 

XII. I n case any unforeseen accident shall have deprived any actual 
proprietor of this paper of an intermediate proof between him and the first 
proprietor who received it from Cmiada, so as that the proofs which precede 
and follow that which ought to join and which is missin", seem to 
have report and belo1w to each other; in that case only the respective 
Commissaries or Deputi~s shall be empowered to admit the paper it relates to 
as British property, if they think proper, notwithstanding the deficiency which 
shall have broke the link of the proof : and if the respective Commissaries or 
Deputies shall chance to differ in opinion, the decision of the object iu question, 
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shall be 1·cferred to bis Britannick Majesty's Secretary of State, and to the 
Ambassador of bis most Christian Majesty. 1 

XIII. In virtue of the foregoing arrangement, the court of France grants 
to the British proprietors of this paper an indemnification or premium of 
three millions of livres Tournois, payable in the following manner, viz. the sum 
of five hundred thousand liVl'es Tournois, which shall be paid in specie to his 
Britannick M ajesty's Ambassador at Paris, in the course of the month of April 
next; and the sum of two millions five hundred thousand livres Tournois, in 
reconnoissances, or rent contracts, of the same nature as those which shall be 
given for the fif ty and twenty-five per cent. on the capitals of the bills of 
exchange, cards, ordonnances, &c. but the interest of which shall onJy run from 
the first of J anuary, 1766; which sum of two millions and an half of livres 
Tournois. shall be delivered to the aforesaid Ambassador immediately after the 
ratificati on and exchan,,.e of the present convention, in reconnoissance[s] of 
one thousand livres Tomnois each, on the express condition, that all the Canada 
paper belonging to British subjects, not liquidated, shall share the same fate for 
its reimbursement as French paper, and shall come in course of payment with 
the debts 0£ the tate, the reconnoissances or rent contracts whereof shall be 
paid as the other debts, without being subjected to any reduction whatsoever; 
and on the fa r ther condition, that all the English proprietors of the said paper 
shall give up every particular indemnification from any cause and pretext 
what~oever. 

XIV. The solemn r atifications of the present convention, shall be ex
changed in good and clue form, in tl1is city of London, between the two Courts, 
within the space of one month or sooner if it be possible, to be reckoned from 
the day of signing the present convention. 

In witness whereof, We, the underwritten Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
the said two Courts, ha~e signed in thefr names, and by virtue of our full 
powers, the prnsent convention, and. caused it to be scnJed with our .Arms. 

D•rne at London, this 29th clay of March, 1766. 

(L.S.) H. $. CONWAY. 

1 Such difference of opinion did arise; in fact there are letters and other papers 
in the French and British records of the period. dea ling with these matters, ~~th 
before and after this attempt at settlement. The French Ambassador_ an~ the Br1t1sh 
Secretary of State met and after due consideration of the ma tters m dispute, drew 
up a series of articles 'in i;terpretation and e."CJ)l_ana~ion of the t~nth. article of the 
convention in accordance with which the matters m dispute under 1t might be settled. 
This suppl~ment to the convention was signed on June 24, 1766 (Serie cu I, Vol. 108, 
p. 93, given also in Q 55, p. 11) . On the 18th of Novembe: 1766, th~ F rench ~mbas
sador and the English Secretary again met to settle other disputed po~nts, particular ly 
with r efer ence to certain individual claims. After a survey of the eVJdence presented, 
they drew up a list of persons whose claims, the. total -amounts being sp_ecified, were 
r_ecognized as having been satisfactorily estabhsbe~.. They also . adnutted to the 
hquidation certain residents of France who had leg1t1mately acquired the paper of 
British subjects since the Conquest. See Shelbourne Manuscripts, Vol. 30, p. 143. 
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ll{ODE OF MEETING ILLEGAL CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT 1 

GOVERNOR MURRAY. 

Sir, 

St James's 

3l91 March 1766 

1053 

Y ou will herewith receive a Copy of the convention between His Majesty 
and the French King, for satisfaction to be made by the Latter to His 
Majesty's British and Canadian Subjects, the Proprietors of Canada Paper 
-You will find that Care has been taken to allow a proper Time for the 
coming in of such P aper, as may at present lie in Canada; You will therefore, 
by proc1amation2

, or such other Means as you may judge proper, w,irn ~l His 
Majesty's Subjects to be very Careful to send over all such Paper as they may 
be possessed of, so that i t may arrive here before the 1st of October next; for 
beyond that P eriod, no Paper will be admitted. At the same time that His 
Maj esty's attention to the Benefit of all his Subjects engaged in this Concern, 
has provided for the j nst Satisfaction of their Demands on the French Court, 
it is by no means the Intention of the King, or his :Servants, that any but the 
real Subjects of the Crown of Great Britain should be benefited by this Con
vention, and of them such only as were really the object of the late Treaty of 
P eace. The French Court is very apprehensive that their Subjects by au 
nnderhand D ealing with the English, may contrive now to send over to Canada 
Quantities of tha t Paper, the Property of the French, to be from thence 
remi tted hither, to pass as English Property: Such a Practice would be unfair 
& unjust; and therefore it must be far from the Intention of His Majesty, 
or the Servants He honours with his Confidence, to give any Encouragement 
to such D ealings; and you are hereby expressly directed to take every lawful 
Means in your P ower, if possible, to prevent such a Practice ; and if in any 
instance you shall find that the Arts of bad people have eluded the Precau
tions your P ruden ce shall have taken, you will forthwith give the fullest 
Inform ation of the P ersons concerned, and as nearly as you can, a Descrip
tion of the P aper so dealt with. You will observe that the more of the satis
faction done to His :Majesty's Subjects is so contrived as that it is the real 
Interest of those wh o are honestly and bona Fide the Objects of this Conven
tion, t o exclude all who are not so ; for, the greater the Quantity of the Paper 
admit ted, the smaller P ortion of the Three Millions of Livres Premium will 
come to the r espective owners of the real Paper ; and this •Circumstance of 
the Interest of Individu als may supply you with Assistants to pre,ent or at 
least furnish you with Intelligence of, such Practices as may be used to 
defraud the French Court, and to lessen the Satisfaction His Majesty has 
obtained for his own Subjects. 

I am, &c 

H. S. CONWAY. 

1 Q 3: p. 11. 2 See Plate VIII. 
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REVlEW OF THE :MEASURES OF LIQUIDATION 

R esume of lhe Process of Liquidation of the King's Debt in Oanada1 

1055 

The liquidation of the debt of Canada has been completed, and there 
follows an account of this important operation, the object of which has been to 
reconcile the just interests of the King with those of the holders of the paper 
money of that colony. 

The tribunal of the Ohatelet, constituted in December 1761 for the trial 
of the criminal cases from Canada, was .occupied with the examination of that 
great action when the King, immediately after the accused bad been sentenced, 
wishing to provide in the most equitable manner for the payment of the various 
kinds of paper which had circulated in that colony, ordered, under the decree 
of December 24 1762, that that which consisted of bills of exchange and money 
notes should be declared before Messrs de Fontanieu, Councillor of State, Daine 
and de Vilcvault, M.aitres cles R equetes. These gentlemen were already com
missioner of the office previously established for the liquidation of the debts 
of tho 1\Iarine, and which continued to act in the case of those of Canada, the 
certificates for which had not been converted into bills of exchange or money 
notes. 

Tho period allowed for these declarations, which at fi rst had been fixed at 
four months, wns extended from time to time by various decrees until April 
1st, 1764. At that date, the most of the Canada paper had been declared and 
presented, but there still remained eighteen millions of it. 

On the ba i of these declaration , of the judgment rendered by the tribunal 
af the Chatelet, and of the inquiries and investigations made with the greatest 
care by JIIessrs de Fontanieu, Daine and de Vilevault, these officers were in a 
position to form a pbn of liquidation. They prtsented a well-reasoned outline 
of it which wns read in Council on June 20, 1764. The King approved it and 
in consequence the decree of the s2me date ordering the liquidation was drawn 
up. 

The principles which determined iti are that the excessive expenditures 
incurred in the Kin"'s service in Canada resulted as much from the corruption 
there carried on as from the discredit of the money in consequence of the pro
fusion with ,vhich it was payed out; that the successive steps iu this discredit, 
from 17 54 had brought the loss on this paper in 1760 to more than four-fifths 
of its face value; that the King's expenditures bad mounted up in the same 
proportion , and that all these circumstances, which were as onerous to His 
Majesty as they were advantageous to the possessors of the paper, warranted 
the most severe reductions. Rut, owing to the delay in payment and to several 
other considerations it behooved the justice and magnanimity of His Majesty 
to use moderation in these reductions, e,·en to exempt from them, the mer-

iJlforginal nole : See the outline and preambule to the decree of June 29, 1764. 
No. 1.2 

1 The documents referred to in this resume, with the exception of the appended 
statement r eferred to in the ne."'l'.t note, have been already reproduced or summarized 
in th is volume under their respective dates. Notes on. the persons referred to in the 
text will be found by reference to their names in the mdex. 

2 These accompanying statements, numbered from one to sL,, and which, with the 
exception of the first, are mainly statistical, are given in fu ll in Serie cu I Vol. 
105-3 , pp. 887-907. The first is the precis on which was founded the decree of 29th 
June. Both of these have been reproduced, the precis at p. 1005 and the arret at p . 
1013. 
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chants who, iu the course of trade, had acquired in France some of these bills 
of exchange be.fore the suspension of October 15, 1759; to take into account, 
in the case of the officials and servants, the want of value in this money which 
they bad received in payment of their allowances; and, :finally, to accept and do 
justice to the memorials of private persons who, for other lawful reasons, could 
claim exemptions equally favourable. 

This summary also contained a rough estimate of the debt of Canada. It 
consisted of eighty-three miIIionsii of which t.here were more than forty nine in 
bills of exchange, twenty-five in money notes and about nine in credit certificates 
for supplies and other expenditures not paid for in the colony. Of this sum 
of eighty-three miIIions, it was reckoned that there would return to the King 
in the form issued, as restitutions and for advances made, nearly nineteen 
millions, and there were about eighteen millions undeclared which were not to 
be admitted to liquidation except as might be afterwards determined as equity 
required, so that there remained to be liquidated only forty-six millions, the 
actual value of which was estimated at twenty-eight millions . 

. According to the principles established above and following their suc
cessive reductions in value, the order-in-council of June 29, 1764, ordered the 
complete liquidation of the biIIs of exchange acquired in France before October 
15, 1759, and of those issued in 1760 for army supplies, also the reduction of 
the other bills of exchange by one-half and a reduction of the money notes by 
three-quarters. 

It nlso ordered modification for the salaries of officials and servants, it 
admitted representations of those holding this paper who claimed a more 
favourable treatment, and, lastly, it announced that the sums resulting from 
these liquidations should be paid in bearer bonds, carrying coupons for four 
per cent interest. Another order of the following July 2 prescribed the form 
and the method of distribution of these bonds. 

And, lastly, by the orders of December 15, 1764, and February 9, 1765, 
the King decreed the liquidation and payment of the credit certificates by 
having them placed on the same footing as bills of exchange and money notes. 

All these arrangements were carried out and as the event has shown, the 
liquid ation proclaimed has been even more to the King's advantage than had 
been foreseen in the precis. Instead of forty-six millions of paper, there bas 
been liquidated only 44,013,595 livi·esiii_ And instead of twenty-eight millions, 
the sum it was estimated the liquidation would cost, there has been paid only 
26,001, '103 livres, the amount of the modification made for the officials and 
servants included, as well as that of the indemnities accorded to various subjects 
of the King who were holders of the Canada paper. 

But various decisions of His :Majesty, subsequent to the settlement ap
proved June 29, 1764, have increased the cost of the liquidation by three con
siderable items. 

The first relates to the nineteen millions which were to return to the King 
in paper, for restitutions and advances, and the canceilation of which in similar 
paper had appeared certain. The King having, on the other hand, found later 
that it wonld be ndvisable to convert this paper into bonds returnable to Hi 
Maj esty's Treasury, if ccmvenient, it was so liquidated. It was presented to 

;;Marginal note : "Sieur Cadet's allowance has since carried this sum up to 
nearly ninety millions." See statement ::No. 2. 

Ui_M arginal nole: See the third sheet of the calculation. 
26541-68 
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the amoun t of 14,724,G 4G11
, 1G5 l 0d which produced the sum of 7,438,596 11 

16" 10d,iv 

The second is th e r e u'Jt of the convention between H is U ajesty and the 
King of Great Br itain, sig11ed at London on March 29, 1766, dealing with the 
pnper of which the English were holders. 

This convention grants them an indemnity or premium of 2,500,000 livres 
and by means of the power it gives them of having undeclared paper admitted, 
they haYe obtained the 1iquidation of 15,958,72911 195,v forming part of the 
eighteen mi1lions the fate of which had not been decided. This indemnity and 
liquidation gave rise to an increase of 6,655,000 livres. 

The third and last consists of the sum of 5,512,579 liVTes allowed by the 
King to Siem· Cadet, former commissary of food supplies in Canada, as pay
ment for supplies furnished for H is Majesty's Service in 1759 and 1760, 
the account for which was passed upon on September 15 last, by the Commis
sioners of Council deputed for that purpose, and who, while passing certain 
articles, with r egard to cer ta in other directed Siem· Cadet to appeal to the King. 

From all these add itions, the total of the liquidation has mounted to 45,-
607,000 livTCsvi_ But one must also deduct from it about eight millions which 
the King has laid by in bonds or specie, being the product of the resti tutions 
to which the var ious members of the administration and commissariat of Can
ada were condemned. 

The immense debt of Canada basvi\ then, been liquidated for 37,607,000 
livres of four per cent bonds. With this sum, a ninth of the e;,.1Jenditures of 
1756 has been paid for, almost half of the expenditures of 1757, more than three
quarters of those of 1758, all of those of 175D and nine-tenths of those of 1760. 
The average expenditureviii per year, then, docs not come to twelve millions : 
from this sum, there should be deducted five or six yeru:s' interest, owing to 
delay in payment. I t may, moreover, be observed that the bonds gi\·eu qu this 
occasion are the least favoured of all the royal paper of recent issue, either as 
to their interest r ate or current market values. 

In the state of war and distress in which Canada found itself during that 
time, as many as twenty thou and men having been under arms there, it would 
have been impossible for the expenditure in the King's Service to have been less 
than twelve millions per year, in the hands of the most fa ithful administrators; 
this has been reduced as the result of the liquidation. 

The object of the liquidation is, then, completely achieved; the damage 
caused by the corruption carried on iu Canada has been repaired, the interests 
of the King are no longer being injured, since His Majesty has paid only what 
was just; the holders of the paper have no legitimate reason for comi: lainiug; 

ivMargina.l note : See statement N o. 4. 

vMarginal note : Note-beside this sum, the English had much other paper for 
which the prescribed formalities had been completed. 

viM arginal n ote : Of th is sum there remains 9,260 livres to be appropriated. 

viilJ{arginal note : This debt, as has been seen above, amounted to nearly ninety 
millions. 

'fiilMarginal note : See statement No. 5. 
z,u1-6Bi 
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those who claimed tha t they should have been excepted from the general rule 
have made representations which have lieen examined with attention and passed 
upon with justice. 

Thi operation so well concerted and carried out in the Department of 
the 1.fariue, is due to the dili 0 ·ence and the zeal of l\L de Fontanieu (for whom 
M. de Mar ville was substituted in October last) and of :Messrs. Daine and de 
Vilevaul t. Tbey de\·ised the plan and they have carried it out with all possible 
care. 

The work it has en tail ed on them for nearly five years has been ceaseless 
nnd great. One m ay appreciate the continual assiduity it has required from 
two iea tnres in particul ar: the e commissioners have had about five hundred 
petitions to examine and pass upon and more than fifty thousand signatures to 
mnke. 

Among the important memoirs which they have furni heel to the ministers 
in the course of thi busine s, one may cite especially those concerning the 
Canada paper of which Briti h subjects were holders. The Court of London 
claimed that complete liquidation was due them in accordance with an article 
added to the last treaty of pence and to which it gave a forced interpretation. 
It insisted on thi s during two years. But, convinced at last by the sh·ength and 
pertinence of the reasoning and method of presentation which these memoirs 
contained and which Monsieur de Vilevau]t made even more telling in his 
journey to London for that purpose, it gradually moderated its demands and 
consented at Jast to the liquidation as determined on, limiting itself to claiming 
for its subjects the liquidation of the undeclared paper of which they were 
holders and a de.fini te sum in compensation to them collectively for the lower 
value of the bond given in payment and in place of the indemnity announced 
in article seven of the decree of June 29, 1764. These demands were reason
able but as they tended very much to be arbitrary, they became the subject of 
a negotiation which was terminated by the convention of March 29, 1766. 

The details of the liquidation of the Canada paper have been very great: 
the costs of it are very moderate. R esume No. 6 shows that it has cost the King 
only 159 375 livres for commi sioners' honoraria, salaries of the presiding 
officer, the controller and clerks, and the office e:-.-pen e during more than five 
years.1 

[.! ·ot signed] 

1 While it is true that the liquidation of the C~nada paper _ha~ been ultimately 
accomplished, the British holders conti nued to raise many obJ~tions. and present 
numerous grievances with r eference to the nature of the securities wh1c~ had been 
exchanged for it, and the increasing irregularity in t~e. payment of the interest on 
them. Before Jong , however, the rema inder of the declining value of the new ~rench 
~ecurities vanished al together, France and England bemg once more at war, m con
sequence of th e American Revolution; after that the approach of the French Revolu
tion discouraged all attempts to revive such claims. 
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650, 678, 714, 726, 728, 734. 

rapports de- sur Jes fi nances et le com
merce, 614-61G, 692-694, 710-712. 

ses vues, ses actes et ses instruclio:is nu 
~ujet de la monna.ie de carte , 626-632, 64<1, 
646, 648-G50, 6G6, 668, 696, 708, 710, 724; 
problemes rela t.ifs a la monnaie et ii. 
d'autres su je ts, qui se posent daus hL colo
nie, 570, 574, 580, 582, 630, 636, 638, 6&-1-68G. 

ordonnances, etc., de-, 56G, 616, 630, G34, 
636, 722, 726. 

Beauharnois, F nmcois de (16G5-1746); in ten
dant, 1702-1705, 126, 13211, 216, 222n, 291, 
346n, 510, 640 ; not. biog. 116, 294. 

Ilcauhm·nois-Fin 
politique de- au suj et du castor, 1'18-154. 
lettres de change ti rces par- , 138. 
cabale contre-, 142n. 
abus de la pa11, de-, 226, 330. 
depeches a-, 470. 
emission de la monnaie de carte par-, 134, 

154, 184, 210, 226, 250; surem1SS1on de la 
rnonnaie de carte, 32G, 330, 338. 

ordonnances de-, 116. 
rapports de- ::i.vec la. Compngnie de la Co-

lonie, 130n, 132, 134, 148-154. 
Bcaujeu, le sieur, 602n. 
Beaupor!, la scigneurie de- , 512-514. 
Beausejour, le fort, construction du fort- , 

7441b. 
Beaussier de Lille Louis-Joseph de ( 1700-

1765), 842; not. biog. 842. 
Beauva1, M. de, 870. 
Bccharnicl, Louis, marqu is de Nointel (mort 

en 1718) , 190, 286, 28S, 290, 292, 29-1 ; not. 
biog. 190. 

Began, l'abbe, 230n. 
B egon, fils , 230n. 
B egon, Michel, sieur de la P icardiere (16i-l-

1740), in tendant (1710-1726) , 162, 17S, 
196n, 230n, 238, 240, 256n, 278, 280, 35611, 
372n, 374, 394, 402, 406, 418, 42-ln, 434, 
444, 446, 500, 506n, 510, 526n, 53811, ;;.io. 
542, 548, 570, 61211, G20n, 650, 654. 

la conclui te de- est cen uree, 12811, 28-1>!, 
332, 436. 

corruption de la p:irt de-, 224, 226, 330, 3H , 
506n. 

depeches et instructions a-, 240, 242, 24·1, 
248, 252, 258, 260, 262, 266, 270, 29S, 352, 
354, 392, 404, 406, 434, 436, 440, •l-12, 4'1S, 
460, 462, 464, 466, 470, 4i2, 400, 50-1, 506, 
508, 

depeches de-, 228, 232, 254. 278. 2 2. 31·1, 
316, 418, 422, 448, 486, 4 , 50-1. 520, .'i36, 
538, 540, 546. 

- emet de la monnnie de carte, 24-1, 250, 2~·1, 
282, 330, 340, 374, 470-2. 486, 650 ; se,; vucs 
sur !'emission de la monnuie de cur:e, 22 ', 
230, 232, 23•1, 318; questions concern,mt 
!'emission de la monnaic de carte, 314, :318, 
340, 372-374, 498, 500, 538 ; in.stnictious i,
au sujet de !'emission de la monu'1ie de 
carte, 440, 442, 448-450; dest.ruction de h 
rnonnnie de carte ayaut deja .cn ·i, 320, 
416, 418, 438, 48G; suremission et a bus de 
la monnaie de carte, 326, 330, 338, 3-10, 538; 
rachat et retrai t de la monuuic de carte 
LX, 242, 244, 246, 252, 254, 266, 285, 28S, 
290, 308, 328, 384, 460 ; ses proj ets au suj~t 
de la monnnie de carte, 202n, 228, 252, 
288, 290, 308, 314, 31S, 322, 392-6, 432. 

nctes officiels de-, 134, 138, 17411, 254, 34S, 
366, 544-6, 732. 
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DilJcts-Ji'in 
rncbat annuel des- , LVIII , 606n, 608, 700, 

752, 798n, 928, 938, 940, 94-1; iJTegu lari tes 
relatives aux- , 822, 826 ; montant des--
111cbet{,s, 690, 712, 724, 748n, 750. 

Voir cgalement E ons. 
DilJcts a cchean cc des march:md~, une mon

uaie locale, 40n, 60, 60n . 
Billets de mon n,iic, voir billets, -nwn naie . 
Dillets ntllita ircs, clans la guerre de 1812, 

910n, 950n. 
Dillon, 16, 26; voir 6ga lemeut mo1mai1s, 

billon. 
Dison, le, 5<J.2n, 792, 792n. 
Blc, 636n, 714, 790, 920, !J20n. 

commerce de- avec Jes Iudes Occidentales 
francaises, 12 n. 

le-- est employe comme effet de change, 
XLII, 14, 22, 24, 54. 

prix du-, 272. 
tentative de monopoliser le--, 596. 

Ilic d '1nde, le- cmploye comme effet cle 
change, 51. 

Dlois, J"evi,que de, 770n. 
Blossct, M . de, 1022n. 
Blot, le sieur, 1016. 
Dochart , J ean , voir Champig11 y . 
Bois, exportation de- de construction aux 

Indes Occidentales, 672; envoi de- de 
construction en F rance, 12411, 13211, 1421,, 

984n. 
Boishcbcrt, le s ieur, 744n . 
Bonnaissicux, P ierre, 190n, 956. 
Bonn aven turc, l\l[ichel sieur de, (mort 1m 

1711), 124n, 136n, 166, 16S ; not. biog. 166. 
Dons, LL'..'VIII. 60, 580n, 924. 
Borde:iux , 172, 758, 796n, 798n, 9011 . 

Hotel des monnaies a- , 502 
Boscawen, l'amim l, 858n. 
Boston, 750. 
Boucault, N icolas-Gaspard, 61 8, 620; not. 

biog. 120. 
Bouclct, le sieur, 128n, 130n . 
BouGainville , 860n, 882n, 922n . 
Bouillier , voi r Gayot, B oitillier el Pasquicr. 
Roulardcrie, L ou is-Simon le Poupet de la, 348, 

366-368; not. biog. 160. 
Boulnrderic, compagnie de, 134. 
BouUonge, le sieur de, 62n. 
Bourbon , L ouis-Alexandre de, comte de Tou

louse ; decisions, etc., dans le Conseil de 
la Marine, 368, 370, 372, 374, 376, 392, 396, 
398, 432, 468, 474, 4SS, 500, 502 ; not. bio~. 
334. 

Bourbon, due de, 364, 376, 398, 432, 47-1, 500. 
Bourgine, M. 76. 
Bourlamnq uc, 922n, 9,18; not. biog. et descr., 

918, 950. 
Bourse, des Mnrchnnds de Quebec, 1221l . 
Bouteroue, M n1tre Claude, 22. 

13 raddock, la defaite de:_, 630n, 71!Gn. 
Brador, le lac, 160n. 
Brancas, le marecbal de, 896n. 
Il r:mssat , Jean-Baptiste-Migeon de, 68, 80 ; 

not. biog. 68. 
Breard, Jacques-Michel, 782, 784, 784n, 786, 

798n, 810n, 824 ; not. biog. 782-784. 
Il rcsil, conquete du-, 8421l. 
llrest, 826, 842. 
Brctagne, parlement de, 104n, 162n. 
Breteuil, M. de, 854n. 
Il risay, Jacques-Rene de, voi r Denonville. 
P. rouange, le sieur, 704n. 
Brouilion, le sieur de, (mart eu 1705) 124, 134, 

136, 136n, 162n, 166n, 7-12n; not. biog. 124. 
.i.l r unelles, le baron, rnir Chaillon, Michel 

Aubert de. 
l.l nrton, le colonel Ralph, 942n, 982, 982n, 992, 

992n, 994n, 998, 1002n. 
Ilyng, I'amirnl, defa ite de, 756n. 
Cabazic, lVI. 68, 68n. 
Cabot, Jes, :XX.,'{11. 
Cadet, le sieur, un creancier de Neret et 

Gayot, 19411. 
Cadet, Joseph (1710-1781) , munitionnaire ge

neral, 834n, 86611, 880n, 884n, 890n, 892n, 
90611, 91211, 918n, 96011, 1008, 1056, 1058; 
not. biog. 912-920. 

caractcre et ealrcpriEes de--, 912n, 914, OHn, 
920n, 984n. 

contmt de--, 910n, 916n. 
Cadillac, La Motbe, 104n, 25611-. 
C:i ilhou, M. proces de--, 40. 
Cnllicres, Louis-Hector de (mart en 1703), 

gouverneur de la Nouvelle-France, 76n, 
126n,, 132, 422n ; not. biog. 110. 

monnaie de carte de--, 145, 158, 166, 210; 
ordonnances de- , 110. 

Canada, La compngnie du, voir Compagnie de 
la Colonie. 

C:m ::ida, La societe du, 76Sn, 79S11. 
Cnnada, La conquete du, LX..~'CIV, S94, S93i:, 

948n, 95011, 95611, 966, 968. 
constitution du-, 330, 33211, 900n. 
gouvernement du-, 260n, 436, 672, 79811; 

blame au suj et du gouYeruement du-, 
910-920 ; organisation financiere et metho
des de gouveruement du-, XLVI, 
XLVIII, LII, LX..\.-v:I. 

attitude de Ia France a l'egard du- , LXXX. 
population du-, 892, 908, 910n. 
prospcri te du-, LX..'C. 
ressources du- , 948n, 952, 95211, 954. 

Canadiens, carnctere des--, 802, 830n, 832-n, 
898, 898n, 95011, 952n, 954. 

position des-- relative a la liquidation du 
papier du Canada, 97S, 992, 1000, 100'.l, 
100211,, 1018n, 1020n, 102"2n, 1024n, 1026, 
103211. 

rirnlite des-- et des Fmu~ais, 986n. 
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Cltoiscul , Etienne-Franc; ois clc-, due de Stain
ville, (1719-1785), rninistre de Ja Marine, 
176 l-17G6, 62n, 8 On, 9fi6-958n, 964, 988, 
1012, 1018, 102011, 103211; not. biog. !l18. 
depeches de-, 046. 

declaration relative a Ja liquidation du papier 
du Canada, 972, 976, 980. 

Chouanon s, Jes, 790n. 
Choueguen , voir Oswego . 
Clement, (Lettrcs de Colbert), 74n. 
Clergc, le- et la monnaie de carte, 332. 

opposition a l'imp6t, 40n. 
Clinton, le gouverneur, 738n. 
Colbert, XL VIII, XLII, 16, 24, 28, 30, 128n, 

230n, 266n, 388n, 4 2n. 
depeches de-, 32, 34, 48. 
depeches a-, 12, 20. 
le ministcre de Ja !narine orgaoi e par- , 

100n. 
ses instructions a Fron enac, 104n. 
politique de- relative a la moonaie des co

lonies, 8, 10, 42, 44. 
Collet, Mathieu Benoit (mort en 1727), 356n, 

370-372, 406n, 408n, 42 , 430, 620n; not. 
biog. 370. 

Colomb, X..'(_,'CJ.L 
Colon, le sieur- , 988. 
Colonie, Compagnie de la-, voir Compagnie 

de la Colonie. 
Colonies anglaises , Jes-- LXX),::, 720n, 754-n, 

86811,, 948n, 950n, 966. 
commerce de la Crande-Bretagoe avec le,- , 

.XL VI, XL VIII, 62, 192n, 542n, 720n, '72, 
876, 990n, voir egalement conlrebande. 

la flo tte et Jes--, 33,1n, 798n, 800n, 842n, 950n. 
porteurs de papier du Canada clans Jes--, 

956n, 972, 974, 101 n, 1020n, 1032n, 1040, 
1052, 1058, 1060, 106011 . 

prisonniers de guen-e clans Jes--, 204.-276. 
Colportenrs, 704n, 1002n. 
Commandant, grade de-, 7200 . 
Conune«;an ts, Jes--, )DCXII, .x_xxiv, 78Sn, 

790n; -anglais sur l'Obio. 79011,; -indc
pendants, voir traitnnts indepeodant.s. 

Commerc;an ts, de peaux de castor, 336. 
Commerce, 501111, 672, 758, 802n, 956, 970, 

1016n. 
consequence de la fai ll ite du systeme de 

Law, 472n. 
eau-de-vie, la rigueur des rcglcments re ln.t ifs 

a l'- est adoucie, 56-1n. 
effet de la suremission de monnaie de carte 

sur le-, 238, 308, 332, 340, 360, 384, 390, 
494, 666. 

effet du d iscredit des billets emis pour le 
rachat de la moonaie de carte, 312, 372, 
664, 756, 758. 

effet de la rli ,cttc clc la monnn.ie sm le-, 
98, 134, 17 , 360, 5SS, 84-1; disette de cer
tains autrcs instruments de circulation, 
642, 644, 662, 666, 668, 706, 716, 77'1. 

Commerce- Fin 
fourrures--, voir commerce des fourrures. 
eteodue du-, 170, 182, 194n, 494, 692, 7711, 

776. 
instabi lite du-, X L, LX, LXVIII, 324, 332, 

644, 692, 890n, 932, 966, 984n . 
la monnaie et le-, XLVIII, 348n, 870. 
le- du castor, voir caslor. 
le coosei l du- d'Angleterre, 944n . 
le- avec Jes Sauvages, voir Sauvages. 
le-, a. Louisbourg, 690, 690n. 
le-, avec la France et Jes Iodes Occideu

ta les, LXIV, LXVI, 672, 798n, 872. 
participation des officiers clans le-, 620n. 

reglementatioo du gouvernemeot relati ve 
au-, XX..'CVI, XL, LXII , 152, 378, 472n. 

traite ill icite, voir lraite i!licite. 
voir egalemeot traite illicile aux lndes Oc

cidentales. 
Commerce, Conseil du-, 198, 198n, 302n, 

304n; origine ct devoirs du- , 306n. 
Commerce, Cornpagnies de-, voir Jes oorns de 

chaque compagoie. 
Commerce, Chambre du Commerce, 946, 988; 

Directeur genera l du-, lO0n. 
Commissai re-ordonnateur, grade de-, S0Sn, 

858n, 860n, 924. 
Com.missnirc-gencr:il, de la Cue1Te, 852n, S5S. 
Commission, des Frootieres de 1749, 75611, 

802n, 808n. 
Commission pour la. liqu idation du papier du 

Canada, la., 956n, 958n, 964., 982-9SS, 100-1, 
1004n, 1014, 1016, 1018, 1036, 1054 . 

Com.missaires de la Compagoie de la Colo
nie, voir Compagnie de la Colonie . 

Compagnies commerciales, X..'<...,XIV, XX.XVI, 
100,~. 

Compngnie de la Chine, 4.08n. 
Compagnie des castors :'i Paris, voir Aubert 

& Cie. 
Compagnie du Canada, rnir Compaanie de 

la Colonie. 
Compagnic de la Baie d'Hudson, la, 1811. 
Cornpagnic de In Colonir , la. XXXVI, LVI , 

132, 142, 152, 18G, 36211 , 1166, 49 
actif de la.- , 148, 154. 
actionnaires de la- , 164, 176. 
administration de. la-, chaogcmcnt clans, 

134. 
arrangements de la- , ou avec la- , 128n, 

130, 130n, 144, 150, 158. 
comptes de la-, 11811, 132, 134. 
dettes de la-, 120, 122, 152, 158, 160, li6, 

19211, 40-1, 438, 508; en monnaic de carte, 
142, 176, 250, 404, 438; remise de la dette 
par le roi, 404, 404n, 438, 464, 49S. 

directeur de la-, 8611, 12Sn, 144, 148. 
faill ite de la.-, 11811, 130n, 138n, 178, 19211. 
format ion, histoire, const.itution, etc., de la-, 

l,811, 8611, 11611, 11811, 130n. 
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Conway, H . S., lOlG1t, 1038. 1038n, 1042, 10:iO, 
1052. 

Cork, frlund e, 88<1n . 
Corneuc, M.-, 482. 
Corpron, M. 460n,. 
Corsairc, 18n, 812u. 
Corvcc, la-, 224, 226. 
Costebellc, Philippe de-, 1'ouvcrne11r de l'.lle

Royale (mort en 1717) , 204, 344; not. 
biog. 344. 

Couangc, le sieur de, 67,111 . 
Courcelle, le cheva lier Daniel de Remy, sei-

gneur de, 20, 22. 
Courcy, le chevalier de, 446. 
Coureurs de hoi , XLVIlI. 11011, 378, 956n. 
Couronnc, voir Ecu. 
Cour, de MO'n11aies, 2 , 366, 460, 476, 17.3, 

482, 502, 516, 518, 524, 528, 530, 534, 354, 
558. 

Cours de Justice, 564n. 
Coustol , le sieur-, 362, 362n. 
Couturier , M. 354, 372, 416, 428, 468; not. 

biog. 354. 
Cramahe, H ector-Theophi lus (1720-1790) , 94-1, 

978, VSO; not. biog., 944, 946. 
Credits nu nuels, Jes- , L. LVIII. 

284, 506, 508, 804. 
montant des-, 628; requetes et ordonnanccs 

au sujet des-, 168, 178, 188, 200, 20-!, 
624, 782n. 

manipulation des-, 228, 330. 
depenses des-, 114, 176, 188, 216, 224, 228, 

832n, 506-50S; pour le retrait de la mon
uaie de carte, 176, 204, 226, 228, 294, 3 211, 
448; l'intcndant ne conLrole qu 'une pnrtic 
des-, 654 ; consequence de !'emission des 
acqui ts, 654-656. 

payements faits au moyen des-, et nu 
moyen de cn.rtes apres 1698, 224. 

remise des-, 110, 214, 234, 240, 252, 384, 
386, 404, 584, necessite de la monnaie de 
carte evitee par-; 110, 228, 294; en mar
chandises, XLVIII, LII , 98, 202, 204, 224, 
228, 240, 284, 320, 394,462; en especes, 224, 
294, 320, 352, 376, 380, 384, 394, 450, 460, 
462, 468, 470, 488, 494, 506-508, 574, 670, 
672, 700, 842; au moyen de lett res de 
change, 214, 224, 232, 662; au rooyen <le 
quittances d 'appointemcnts, 462; un delai 
dans l'envoi des- rend necessaire !'emis
sion de la monnaie de carte LXVIII, 90, 
178, 380, 382n, 662; ii est impossible de 
faire la-, 94, 214, 224, 226, 238, 240, 258, 
294, 304n, 306, 328, 330, 448; consequences: 
emission de Ja monnaie de ca.rte, 94, 208, 
234, 386, 492; le retrn it de ces cart es ne 
peut se fai re, 204, 294, 448; man iere d'ob
Tier aux-, 668, 840n. 

Crc<l itcur&, 232, 390. 
CrcDtillc, M. de, 906n, 91 6, 946n . 

Crespin, i\I . 120. 
Crespin, Jean, 618. 
Crokatt, Charles, 1036. 
Crozat, 778n, 948n. 
Cugnet, Francois-Etienne (mort en 1751), 542, 

54-1, 546, 568, 618, 631n, 760n; not. biog. 
542. 

mcmoire relati f a une monnn.ie speciale pour 
la colonic, 574, 578. 

tentatives de domesiiquer le bison, 792n. 
Cuisy, Dailleboust de, 970. 
Cures, supplement des-, 11 4, 838. 
D'Agucsseau, voir Aauesseau d'. 
D'.Aigremont, voir Aigrcmont d'. 
Daine, Francois (mort en 1765), 542,i, 6-10n, 

644, 704n, 762n, 1016 ; not. biog. 504. 
Da ine, Jacques, 504. 
Daine, M. 1004n, 1016, 1020n, i054, 1060. 
D:memark, Jes vaisseaux du- transportent des 

n,pprovisionnements au Canada, 862n, 890n. 
D'Auteuil, voir Auleuil. 
Davaugours, Dubois, 4, 16. 
Debileurs, consequences des variations de la 

monnaie sur le;;.-, 390, 432, 436, ,144, 446, 
668. 

Dechargcs, pour la solde des troupes; sugges
tions pour ameliorer !'expedition de;;.-, 
820-824. 

Declaration, aboli..ssant la roonnaie de carte • 
et la monnaie du pay (1717) , 393, 51211, 
514, 664. 

diminuant In. valeur des cartes pour soula
ger !es debiteurs (1718). 432. 446. 

etablis.::--:mt une moun:i. ie pnrticulierc aux co
lonies (1760) 24, 28, 376, 378. 

relative a la pos..session et ii. l'enregistrcment 
du papier du Canada, 958, 960, 962, 97 , 
980, 992, 1044-1050. 

relative a la liquidation du !Japier du Ca
nada, 972, 992. 

Dccrcrs du Conseil superieur de Quebec, 2, ,1, 
IO, 12, 16, 18, 22, 38, 48, 50, 52, 54. 

Decret du Conseil d'Etat du Roi. 
autorisnnt unc monnuie particulicre pour Jes 

colon ics, 8, 28, 492. 
autorisrmt la suspension du payement des 

letlres de change, V20n, 928, 942, 1004. 
autres dccrets relatifs ii. la monnaie, 42, 44. 
ordonnant une modifi c..~t ion clans la valeur 

des especes, 4•1, 458, 48-1-486, 490, •196, 
522-524, 528, 558-562 ; ordonnant d'augmen
ter d'un quart dans la colonic la Yaleur 
des especes francnises, 36, 376, 378, 492. 

relatif au commerce du castor, 11S11, 120n, 
190. 

relatif a la liquidat ion, etc., du pnpier du 
Canada, 884n, 958, 96011, 962, 986, 992, 992!1, 
1012, 1036, 105'1, 1056. 

Degre, de fin (or et argent), 476n, 532. 
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Douzain, le, 524. 
Drops ecorlatcs pour le commerce avcc Jes 

Sa11rng:cs, 98111. 
Droits, 508, sur le castor, 118n, 150, 154; c•n 

mo1maie <le France, 140, 184, 184n, 186; 
en monnaic <le carle, 446. 

Druconr,, 810n, 1211, 814n. 
Duhl.in , 88411. 
Ducharnbon, recl<lition de Louisbourg par-, 

720n. 
Duchcsnay, l\1mc. p roces relatif aux terrains 

detcnus par-, 512-514. 
Duchesneau , J acques, intendant, 1675-1682, 

54n; not. biog. 40. 
tlepeches a, 42. 
mesenlente entre Frontenac et-, 40n. 
ordonnances, etc., de-, 40, 44, 52. 

Dudo t, M. 348n, 516n. 
Dufort , la fenne, 730. 
Dul1au tmc11il, le sieur Vincelolte, proces re

latif au payement des rentes au sieur-, 
7i2. 

Dumas, M. 896n. 
Dumoul in , l\'Icrcic1· c l Car ti er, relations 

commerciales de-- a,·ec la colonie et le;; 
compagnics de fomrures, 190, 19011, 192n, 
194n, 196, 198, 200, 202, 20 n; voir ega le
ment Gayol, D umoulin el M ercier . 

Dm,k, George-Montague, comte d'Halifax, 
(mart en 1771), 994n, 100211. 

depeches <le-, 988, 990, 996n, 1000; clepe
ches a-, 996, 998, 1002, 1036; not. bi'l~. 
990. 

Dunn, Thomas, 944n, 97811. 
Dunoilcr, M. 120. 
Duplessis, Georges-Renaud, 86, 8611, 88, !JO, 

92n, 94, 96, 106, 146, 160, 204, 206, 210, 
506n; not. biog. 88. 

dett.es de- , 120n, 192n, 466. 
projets de- rcla tifs aux fi nances et ii. In 

monnaie, 178, l S0n, 1811, 188, 208, 210, 214. 
Duplessis, Mme. 466. 
Dupont, Guillaume, 86. 
Dupont de Neuville, Nicolas, 38, 50, 74, 108, 

402n, 680n; not. biog. 74 . 
Dupon t, M. 95812 . 
Dupre, le comte, 970. 

Dup1!?', Claude-Thomas, intendant, (172.J.-
1127), 286n, 561n, 566n, 56S, 57811, 592·n, 
600, 612n, 634n, 654, 732; not. biog. 56'1-
566. 

depeches de-, 570, 576, 578 ; a-, 562, 580. 
depenses de-, critiques de-, 572, 57-1. 
opm10ns de- sur des questions monetaires, 

570, 572, 578, 580. 
Dupuy, le sieur Paul, 128n. 

Dupuy, le sicur, agent des soum issionnai rP.a 
canadiens, 89011 . 

Duquesne, Abraham , (nc en 16IO) , 36811, 80211. 
26541-G9 

Duquesne de i'Hc-nucvillc, Michel-Ange, mar
quis de, gouverneur, (1752-1755), 674n, 
768n, 816, 830n, 838, 896n, 984n; not. biog. 
802-814. 

choix des officiers par-, 68611. 
impopularite de- avec les coloITT, 802n, 

830n. 
projets de- relatifs au systeme de forts sur 

!'Ohio, 73612, 790n . 
Duquesne, constrnction du fort-, 80411. 
Du Quesnel, Jean-Baptiste Louis le Prevost 

( mart en 1744), 720; no t. biog. 720. 
Du Sautoy, Henri, 544, 546. 
Dussieux, III. 950n. 
Eau-<lc-vic, 868n, 974, 98411, 986n, 1024, 102G; 

droi t<! d'entree sm I'- , 140. 
EchaulTours, d', Ia fam ille, 12812. 
Economic, injonctions officielles relat ives ;, 

l'economie, 866n. 
Economie poliriquc, doctrines relatives a I'-, 

1034n. 
Ecriva in principal, titre d'-, 826. 
Ecu, I'-, 468, 476, 532. 

prix au poids, en liv res, 518, 5211, 556, 560, 
562. 

ernluation des-, 418n, 472, 474, 476, 478, 
4811, 486, 490, 504, 516, 51611, 518 (172:3), 
52211, 524, 528, 530, 532, 534, 540, 550n, 552, 
556, 560. 564, 97'1. 

t itre, tai lle et remede des nouvelles emis
sions d'- , 532, 552. 

Ecu blanc, 34. 
evaluation de I'-, 4, 88, 96, 112, 34611. 
poicls de !'-, 34611. 

Ecu d 'Anglercrrc, le prix des- donne en 
livres, 516, 554, 556. 

Ecu d'or, evaluation des-, 4, 82, 84, 88, 96. 
E ITcts de commerce, 412n. 
Egremont, le comte d'- , voir Wyndham . 
Ellis, le lientr-, 980, 998. 
Emprunrs, publics, 106, 164, 234, 818, 1028, 

1058. 
Enfants, envoi d'-, 88011. 
E5pagnc, XXXII, 802n•; envoi d'approvision

nements au Canada au moyen de vm&
seaux d'- , 862n, 89011. 

Espagne, Guerre de Ia Succession d'-, LIV, 
662. 

Espngnols, baie des-, 346n. 
Espcces, XX.,"{VI , LXIV, 66, 580, 622, 65G, 

772, 844, 850, 874, 920, 92011, 92211, 960n, 
968n. 

attitude et demandes des Acadiens au sujet 
des-, 734, 73611, 738, 740, 74211, 746, 79411, 
806, 810n, 81611, 826. 

cours et titre des-, XL, XLII, 4i211, 47611, 
488. 

credits annuels envoyes en-, LUVIII , 30, 
32, 64, 224, 286, 338, 352, 35611 , 376, 384, 
386, 394, 460, 462, !i06-508, 576-8, 628, 548, 
670, 672, 700, 712, 714, 282. 
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Finances <lu Can ada-Con. 
~cstion des- par lJigot, LXXVIII , 768n. 
le changement des taux des monnaies et sa 

repercussion sur Jes-, 488n. 
organisation des--, 222, 224, 604n . 
tentatives de rehubiliter Jes- 220n, 482n, 

516n, 710, 84011. 
voi r ego lement acquits, lettres de change, 

monnaie de carte, depenses, etc. 
finances de Fr:mce, XLVI, LVIII, LX, 866n, 

928, 932, 938n, 940, 944, 944.n, 9·18, 1010. 
Fl:10n, en cuivre, 500, 500n . 
F!curinu , 1\1 . 520, 534, 536n. 
Fleury, M. marchand /i, Larochelle, 138, 

133n, 152, 190n, 606. 
Fleu ry, M. Joly de, procureur general de 

France, 370n. 
F!cm·y, le cardinal, chancelier, (1717-1746), 

536n, 55011, 77811 . 
Fouctionnafres, les- suba l Le mes, 574; con

cussions des-, 720n, 76611, 780n , 784n, 83-!n, 
SGS, 870n, 892n,898n; payement des-, 382, 
436, 794; en monnaie de cnrtC' , 394, •126-
428; en espcccs, 352, 462, iiOG-50S; en ac
quits, 656; en lettres de change, 930; pau
n-ete des-, 700; difficu ltes suscitees par 
la di rninulion de Ia valem des carteB, 272, 
276, 282, 322, 332, 340, 4:14, 666. 

principaux fonctionnaires de b. colonic, 
LL'CXIV, 924; ils sont accu,;cs de con
cussions, 226, 332, 334, 76611, S9211, 898n ; 
proccs des- devant le tribuna l du Ch1-
telet, 84.Gn; termc d'office des-, 330, 33011. 

situation privilc6ice des- uu sujct de In li
quidat ion du papicr du Canudn, 1006, 1012, 
1014, 1022n, 1056. 

fonds, 114, 164, 1012; payem cut de-, 82, G40, 
G4S, 758, 826; disct t.c de- -, 140, 17G, 212, 
232, 758; voir cgalcmcnt credits annud~. 

fontan ic u , l\·f oi'se-Augrn,lin de , t1·ernrier ge
nera! de la Marine, 138, 170, 27S, 418; 
not. bi og. 138. 

f ontan icu, Ga.spard-1\Ioh'c de, marquis de 
Fiennc (1604-1767), 9,i,1, 964, 9S6n, 1004n, 
1016, 1020n, 1032n, 103111, 1036n, 1054, 
1060; not. biog. 95-1-956. 

Forant , M. gom·emeur de !'Il0-Royale (mort 
en 1740) , 72011, 74211-. 

Forncl, le sicu1·, 70411. 
Forts, Jes forts canadiens. 790n, 89211, 900, 938. 
Fort Bcausejour, 814n, 8t6n. 
Fort Bourbon , 19211. 
Fort Carillon, echec tics Anglnis au-, 896n. 
Fort Duquesne, 73611, 73Sn, 790n, 892n, 896n. 
Fort Fron!en nc, 254, 424n, 58-1, 69011, 792, !JOO. 
Fort George, capture du fort--, 95011. 
Fort Lawre nce, 814-n. 
fort lilach:mlt , 738n. 
Fort St. Frederic, 674n, 858n, 896n. 
Fort Sault Sain t Lou is, 67,111 . 

26 641-69} 

Fort William Henry, capture du-, 896n. 
Fortifications, depenses pour Jes-, 224, 226, 

228, 678, 682. 
fonds pour, 82. 

Fortier , Angelique, 912n. 
Foucault, le sicur, 70411, 884n. 
Fouquet, Nicolas, 892n . 
Fouquet, Charles-Louis-Auguste, marecbal de 

Belle-Isle, (1684-1761) , rn inistre de Ia l,'lter
re, 1756-61, 892n, 898n, 906n, 920n, 946n, 
948n. 

Fourn trcs, X..X.XII, XXXVI, 672. 
le commerce canadien est conditionue par 

Jes-, 30n, 494, 668. 
montant de lettres ti rees annuellernent pour 

Jes-, 672, 694. 
rnoyens frauduleux de Vaudreuil pour ob

tenir de:;-, 228. 
Fou.rru.rcs, le co=erce des-, XXXH , XL, 

XLII, XLVI, XLVIII, L, LVI, LXIV, 
254, 424n. 

"Franc", note explicative, 892n. 
Fran9nis, Jes, rivalite entre Jes- et Jes Cn

nadiens, 896,i. 
Jes- porteurs de papiers du Canada, 972, 

978, 980, 1032n, 10-18, 1052. 
France, XXXII, XL, 46, 156, 19611, 200, 26811, 

86811. 
commerce de In. colonic avec la-, 16, 13811 , 

152, 690n . 
consommation anuuelle de castor en- , 236, 

362. 
credit de la-, 890, 91811, 944, 1026. 
dettes franraises au Canada, 97611, 1004. 
di.fficul tcs financieres de la- , L VI , 130n, 

192n, 220, 220n, 238, 240. 
enrnis de ou pour la- , 108, 79S11, 81211, 968, 

970. 
importation et exportation d'especes, 4, 7811. 
municipalitcs de- , leur credit uti lise par le 

gom·ememcnt de-, 220n. 
monnaie contrefaite de-, 156. 
politique coloniale de la-, XL, S9-111, 91211. 

91411, 952,i, 956n. 
politique de Ia- , au sujct du papier-monn:iie 

de la colonie, LIV, LVI , LL'C.,XVI, 156. 
populn.tion de la-, 892, 908. 

France, le gouvernement de In- , 79811, SOOn, 
Si2, 918n, 1028. 

bonne foi du- sm· In question de-, 102.S, 
1030, 1032, 1036, 

decisions du- au sujet de In liquidation du 
papier du Cannda, 97Gn, 98-1-988, 984-98611, 
988, 992, !l96, 99611 , 998. 1002, 100-ln, 1022-
1026, 102,1-102611, 1028, 1034n. 

changemeuts en- , it. Ia mort de Louis XIV, 
256n, 304n, 306n. 

la- est respousable des depensc~ excessiYes 
nu Canada, LXXVI, LXXX, 7'18-n, 750, 
862, 866, 8S0n, 910n, 966. 
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Laine, 1-s frcres, 762n. 
La Jummcr:iit, Mme. 970. 
Ln J<>'nchcrc, I\f. de , tresorier grnernl de l' Ex

trnordin nire des guenes, 310. 
La Jonquifre, Pierre-Jacques de Taffauel , 

marquis de, (1685-1752), gouverneur 1749-
1752, 6 6n, 72011, 730n, 762n, 768n, 78211, 
7 11 , 802n, 83011, 9S4n; not. biog. 778-782. 

attitude agressive de- a l'egard des ,\n
gl:tis, 780n; ii ne reussit pas a lcs cha,;;er 
de !'Ohio, 790n. 

incidents clans la vie de-, 754n, 778n. 
nomination de-, 564n, 754n, 75611. 
l'in tcgrilc de-, est discutce, 7S0n, 78211 . 
vues de--, stu· la situation nu Canada, 780n, 

802n. 
La Joue, le sieur, 216. 
Lalanne, Amrnnd Laporte de-, 698; no t. 

biog. 69 . 
L' Alcide, le v:i.isseau, -!6, 72; capture de 

I'-, S5 11. 
I.a Loire, le vaissenu, 202. 
La i\1:ignicre, I\Ime de, 296. 
Ln l\'.larlinicrc, Claude de Bermeo, sieur de-, 

(mort en 1719), 50, 54, 58, 264, 6S2n; not. 
biog. 264. 

Lambert, de-, 8 4n. 
L'Ami des Homme, (Mirabeau) . 900n . 
Lamoignon , Chretieu-Fran~ois, 932n. 
Lnmoignon, Guillaume, Seigneur de Blanc-

mesni l et Malesherbes, (1683-1772), chan
celier, 1750-68; not. biog. 932. 

La Molhc, Dubois de-, 858n. 
La llfothc, Jacques de-, 22. 
La Mntinc, le vais~eau-, 446, 118. 
Lanclricvc, le sieur-, 98211. 
Lnnguedoc, batnillon du-, 54. 
Limoullicr de Boisclerc, Nicolas (mort Pn 

i 7.,G), 358, 5-12, i\.1211, 57-L 596,1. 600n, 60211 , 
605, 608, 614, 622; not. biog. 35G-58. 

bons du tresor mis en circulation par-, G22. 
condu ite de-, 506. 
malvcrealions de-, 622. 624, 651. 

La Pansc, le chevalirr de-, voir Plantc11it 
de-. 

La Pcrn,hicre, le sieur, •124. 
La Porte, M . de Louvign:v de (mort en li29), 

gouvemeur des Trnis-Rivieres, 42-1, i02, 
79811; not. biog. 42'1-426. 

La Prcse-n lation, 902. 

La R:iv:i :;c, II I. de, tr6sorier p:6ncr:1 l, 11-1. 
La Rc:n e, batai llon de-, 85-1. 
l .a Rochefoucaulcl, due de-. SO n. 

La Rochelle, Hotel-des- Ionnaies de-, 502. 
relations commercin les avec le Canada, 

17211, 191n, 20 11, 758. 

La Rochette, M. de-, 95611, 938, 060, 962, 964, 
1016, 1018, 103'11!, 1036n ; not. biog. !J5S-
9GO. 

Larroucl1c, Jenn Gnulhier de-, 40. 

La Sarrc, balai llon de-, 854. 
La Seine, le vni-"'ienu-, 110, 126. 
La Sircnc, le vaisseau-, 812n. 
L' Astrce, la fregate-, 404, 46-t 
La Therese, le vaisse:i.u-, 4-18. 
La Touchc, M . 256. 
La Tour, le sieur de-, 9i8n. 
L'Atalantc, vaisseau du roi, 13-1. 
La Tu.ilcrie, Mouffc de-, trr~orier gcneml 

de la Marine, 356n, 626, 626n, 628, 630, 
654, 656n, 890n. 

L'Anvergnc, 54n. 
La,•al, Monseigneur-, 40n, l Ollb. 
La Vnhric, M.-, OiO. 
La Victoirc, la frcgatc-, 404, •164. 
Law, John (1661-1729), LXII; not. biog_ •110-

414. 
bnnQue de-, voir Banque oenerale, etc., 
ii fonde la Banque genernle, L)..71, 394,1, 

412n, 430n, 452n. 
relations officielles de- avec le Canada en 

ce qui conceme les finances, LXII, LXIV, 
306n, 40811, 152, 452n, 45.!, 456, 453, 468, 
482n, 664. 

relations de- nvec la Compagnie d'Occi
dent (ou Compagnie des Indes), 40611, 
408n, 778n. 

systeme de-, 29611, 414n, 4i2n, 482n. 
Law, William-, 410n. 

troitement des Acndiens et celui de la Jon-
quicre, 780n. 

Lebc, l\'f. 120. 
Le Bea u, faux-monn:i~•cur, 616. 
Le 13er, le sieur, qui recevra les sous mar-

ques et en reduira la valeur, 20. 
Le Dinnr, Fran~ois--, 2, 24, 30. 
Le Boc,me, Antoine, 22. 
Le Chnmean, le vai.&enu-, 464, 468, 483, 500, 

506, 508, 510. 
naufrnge du rnisoeau-, 424n, 426n, 53811, 

540n. 
Le Clc1·c, M-, 132n, 354. 
Le Corossol, le v:ii;,senu-, 9S. 
Le Fort Louis, le vnisrenu-, 7DSn. 
Le Frrm~ois, le rnissenu-, 46i. 
Le Hcros, le vni;,seau-, 188, 216, 296, 624, 

628, 754n, 842n. 
Legendre, le sieur, Jes billets du sieur-, se

ront employes pour payer lcs lettres c!e 
change du Canada, 310. 

Lcigne, Audre de-, 50411, 64011. 
Le Jnson, le vni, ·eau-, 72011. 
L'Elcphnnt, le vnissenu, 572. 
Le Lis, le vaisseau, 846, S72. 

Le Loulrc, l'nbbe Jean-Louis-, (1707-1772), 
73411; not. biog. 742-746, S0211 . 

e{Iorts de- pour obteni r des faveurs pour 
Jes Acadiens, 810, 81411, 816n; pour obte
nir une monnnie speciale pour, 796 790n 
806, SOS; pour oblenir des payeme~» e~ 
especes pour, 79-1, 800, S08, 816n. 
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Lcllres <le chn n~c-Con. 
9-10ll, 948, 95611 , 968, 974, 1004, 1000, 1010, 
1()1 2, 1028, 1056; liquidation clcfiniti,·e 
des-, 94211, 972, 976, 978, 1008, 1022, 103Gn, 
1040-1042, 1056. 

formul es im primces pour Jes-, L:XJ(JC, 792, 
796, 80G, 938. 

rnchat des acquits, des billets, etc., en-, 
sur le pied de la monnaie de carte, 
LXXIV, 606n, 626, 652, 656, 658, 660, 
69411, 738n, 796, 830n. 

st:it,istiques et comptes relatifs aux-, 
LXXX..II , 82, 130, 134, 150, 200, 214, 244, 
260, 28 , 2!)2, 314, 322, 384, 390, 396, -110-
416, 420-422, 448, 454, 456, 458, 464, 468, 
470, 586, 614, G24, 656, 666, 668, 690, 692, 
724, 7•1 n, 750; on dernande des statist i
que:, ou des cornptes, 396, 468, 498. 

usages des-, pour cviter le paiement en 
especes, LII, L YIU, 30n, 78, 78n , 156, 224, 
382, 588n, 668; ou !'emission de la mon
uaie de carte, 9,1, 96, 23•1; pom payer !es 
depeuses de !'administration, 61, !)8, '.!80, 
604n ; on paye Jes troupes au moyen des, 
100, 2911, 382, 904, 906n, 922, 9-lO n, - 946, 
1006; divers, 66, 78, 78n , 114, 132, 148, 172, 
574, 624, 678, 798n, S'On, !)20, 920n, 92211, 
952, 984n, 1008, 1024n. 

Le Vasseur, M.-, 22. 
Levis, le marccha l de-, 866n, 89Sn, 906n, 

922n, 940n•, 9•1G, 950n, 98411 . 
L'Hermite, le sieur, 166n, 676n. 
Liard~, XL, 14, 31, 364. 

note explicat,ive, 12. 
valeur des-, 12, 14, 496, 526. 

Libertc, du commerce du cnstor, on desire 
]0,-, 196n. 

Lieutenant, civi l et criminel, devoirs, 38n. 
Lieutenant general, voir Gouverneur. 
Ligncris, M archand de- (mort en 1733), 

74211 ; no t . biog. 736-738. 
Lino, F ran cois-Mathieu Mart in de (mart en 

1721) , 116, 122, 12811, 134. 152; not. biog. 
120. 

Lino, Mait re Francois Mat hieu Martin de-, 
618. 

Lis d'or, 6n; d'argent, 611 . 
Linc, la- . 

evaluation de la-, 484, 486. 
le terme est longtemps employe, 892n. 

monnaie legale, 36. 
Lois, un systeme de-, pour le Canada, 370n. 
Landres, 1034n. 
Longueuil, Charles-Lemoyne, baron de-, 

(mort en 1728) , gouvemeur interimaire, 
1725, 675n; not. biog. 422-'12-! . 

depeches de-, 510, 546. 
opinion de-, rela tive a !'imposition de taxes 

sur Jes habi tants de i\Iont rcnl, 546-8. 
Longueuil, le chevalier de-, 424n, 686n. 

Loppinot, le sieur de- , 136; not. biog. 13G. 
Lorges, le clue de- , 67Gn. 
Lotbinicre, Chartier de-, la famille de-, 

128n. 
Lotbinicre, Eustache Chartier de-, (mmt en 

1749), 520, 548; not. biog. 520-522. 
Lotbiniere, Louis Chartier de-, not. biog. 38. 
Lotbinicre, Rene-Louis-Chartier de-, (mart 

en 1710), 84-86, 86n, 88n, 122n, 134, 264n, 
540; not. biog. 86. _.. 

Lothinicre, de-, l'ingenieur, 892n, 896n. 
Louet, Jean-Claude-, (mart en 1739), 618, 

620; not. biog. 620. 
Louis d'argent, 28, 48, 50, 474, 476. 

cours du-, 30, 472, 474, 504. 
pieces speciales pour la colonie, 28, 30. 

Louis d'or, 48, 50, 468, 516, 800. 
cours du- , cbangements clans le cours du-

4, 82, 84, 88, 96, 110, 112, 346n, 418n, 422, 
472, 474, 476, 484, 486, 490, 504, 516, 516n, 
518, 550n, 552, 556, 974; augmentation 
clans-, 560, 562; dimjnu tion clans le-, 
458, 522n, 524, 528, 530, 540, 550n. 

Jes-, soot refondus, refrappes et convertis 
en nouveaux louis, 42011, 472, 47'1, •176, 1178, 
484, 516, 554, 556. 

poids du-, 346n; cours des nouveaux-, 52-l, 
560; reglements relat ifs nu nouveau-; 
description, (1720), 474-'176. 

taUnge du- , 516n, 552. 
t.itre du-, 516n, 552, 

Louis XIV, XLVIII, 2, 10411, 168n, 40fo. 
i1Tespons 1bili te financiere de-, 40n, 5411. 
monnaie de carte prohibee par-, 126, 16-l. 

166 ; -ordonne de fabriquer une monnaie 
particuliere aux colonies, 376. 

politique coloniale de-, 40n, 5-1n. 
reorganisation du gouvemement a la mort 

de-, 196n, 222n, 23211, 256n, 26611, 26Sn, 
294, 306n, 346n, 6&1. 

Louis XV, 35611, 864. 
impuissance de- a proteger ses minislr-~s, 

8401b. 
iJTesponsabilile financiere de-, 22011. 

Louisbourg, 26Sn, 354n, 756n, 808-SlOn, 856n, 
86011 . 

approvisionnemeuts pour- , 646, &18, 652, 
670, 682, 812n, 

commerce a- , 81411, 826. 
conditions sociales et. morales a-, 812n. 
fondation de-, 344n, 720n. 
importance strategique c!e -, 734n, 77811, 

812n. 
importations de- et payements en especas, 

etc., 734, 794, 794n, 796, 81211, 8112, 84211. 
Louisbourg est rendu a la France, 74'1n. 
reddi lion de-, 720n, 736n, 738n, 740n, 778n, 

81011, 81211, 814n. 
troupes clans-, 814n, 826. 

Louisi:mc, projet.s relatifs a la-, voir Law. 
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i)l:irch:mclises-Con. 
la monna ie de carte, XLIV, 156, 220, .is,1, 
610, 660, 844, 846. 

Yente des-- par le gouvernement, 100, 112. 
Morgry, M. 222n, 321, 370n, 372. 
iUorin de la l\'lalgue, Paul-, (1692-1753), 

686n, 744n; not. biog. 734-736; billels 
pour approvisionnement.s employes en 
Acaclie par- , 736n, 738n, 79-in. 

Mariette, Jes freres- 760n. 
l\Iari11e, Con tr6leur de la- , 212, 214, 54'.l . 

de\'oirs rela.ti fs a !'emission de la moanaie 
de carte , 590, 642, 698, 708, 776. 

i\Iarine, Commissairc de la-, rang du-, 592n, 
636n. 

I\Inrine, la- fran~aise, 778n, 842n. 
l\Iorine, Conseil de la-, 174n , 206n, 208n, 

304n, 306, 334, 342n, 370, 38611, 404, 406, 
410, 436. 

aboli t ion du conseil de ln-, 5S4n. 
decisions, etc., du conseil de la- au sujet <le 

lettres de change du Canada, 310, 312, 320, 
324, 334, 350, 366-368, 368n, 370, 372-37-1, 
410-442. 

decisions et opin ions au suj et de la mon
naie de carte, LX, 172n, 352, 390, 302, 418, 
430, 4'10-442. 

desapprobation d 'une monnaie particuliere 
aux colonies par le conseil de la- , 342. 

inst11.1clions donnees par le-, 352, 462, 170-
472, 498, 500, 504, 508, 510. 

origine et fonctions du-, 196n, 306n, 33111 . 
Marine, Ministcre de la- - 104n 205n 20311, 

341n, 58411, 79Gn, 816n: 840n'. ' 
arrangements financiers relatifs a l'enYoi de 

fonds pour !es colonies, 240, 250, 386n, 1356, 
818n. 

billets ero is par-, 818, 818n, 820. 
difficul t6s financieres du conseil de la-, 29511, 

66,1, 
le ministere de la- est remplacc par le 

Consei l de la. Marine, 19611 , 30611 , 33 In. 
organ isation, jurid ict.ion, etc., du-, 4811, l0rJ,1, 

386n, 388n. 
or:,;anisat ion par- , du sous-dcpartemcnt des 

colonies, 794n. 
lifor ine et Colonies, Ministere de I:t Marine 

et des Colonies, 858n, 86-n, SS0n, SS2n, 
soon, 93211, 956n . 

11-ial'ine, l\I inist re de la-, 96211. 
ii est cga lcment rnin istre des colonies, 81Sn. 
le ministre de la- est remplace par le Con

seil de la. Marine, 19611 , 30611•, 33,Jn, 504n. 
Voir cg:i lement Jes noms de cbaque ministre. 

Mnl'inc, Trcsoriers generaux de la-, voir 'l're-
soriers generaux. 

llta1·n1 ctte, M. 22211, 324. 
Marseille, 19S. 
Marsoui n, le droit de pecher le mnrsouin est 

nccorde a Breard, 78211. 

Martel, M. 120. 
M:irtel, Sreur-, 970. 
Mortin, le sieur-; reclamation.s sur le go1.1-

vemement francais, 984, 988 ; not. biog. 
981. 

Martmi<[Ue, 30, 36. 
Marville, le sieur Feydeau de-, 956n, 1060. 
Massachusells, XLVI, 750n. 
ll-Iass iac, Claude-Louis, marquis de-, (1686-

1770), ministre de la Marine, 1753, 862n, 
888n, 95811; not. biog. 864-868. 

M:issiot, M.- , 88, 
Mats, depen~es pour-, 142n, 466 ; vo ir cga

lcment Bois de constTUction. 
Maurcp:is, voir Phelypeaux. 
M:iur,assant, Jean de-, Un (11'and amiateur 

de Bordeaux, 796n. 
l\Iaurcs, Anne-Joseph-Hippolyte de-, comte 

de Malartic, (1730-1800), 922, 924n; not. 
biog. 922. 

l\Iaze, Peronne de-, 4. 
l',Jemoire Justifica tif de Pontcbarlrn.in, 29tin. 
Memoires sur le Canada, 882n. 
l\Icmoires, de Fontanieu, 170. 
Menier, M. 884n. 
Mercier, M.-, 190n. 
l\Iercier, Voir egalement Gayot, Dumoulin el 

JlJ ercier ou Dumoulin & Cie. 
l\Iercier, Mme. belle-sreur de La.noullier, 35on. 
lllcre i'forie de l'Incnrnalion, La-, XLIV. 
Mcrcnu, 10. 
l\Iesy, de, remplace de Soubr~, 346n. 
l.Uetaux precicux, 226, 472; exportation et im-

portation de-, 4, '174, 480 ; prix et cour~ 
des--, 480, 484, 4S6, 518, 524, 528, 534, 
554, 556, 560; po ids et mesures des--, 4iGn. 

l\Icthodes de corumcrcc, 19S, 200, 202. 
i\Icullcs, Jacques de-, intendant, 1632-16:36, 

5•111, 60, 62n, 74, 74n, 80, 264n, 382n; not. 
biog. 54. 

dcpecbes de-, 60, 72; a-, 78. 
introduction de la monnaie de C:l.rte par-, 

XL VIII, 6S, 72, 78, 22611, 38011, 58011. 
ordonnances de-, lSn, 52, 66, 63, 72. 

l.Uczy, Peronne de-, 4. 
ii nomme et congeclie des conseillcrs, l0n., 

38n, 1047b, 
1\liamis, visite de Celoron chez Jes--, 79011. 
Michel, Honore, sieur de Villebois, de Saint

Michel, de la Rou vi Uiere, (mort en 1752), 
602n, 712, 730, 752 ; not. biog., 636-633. 

bilJets emis par- pour le rachat des ac-
qui ts, 634, 694, 69411, 696. 

l\Iichilimnckinac, 106, 112, 19fo, 256,i, 406, 
@In, 466, 78Sn. 

l\Iicmncs, Jes--, 216, 78S 87011. 
l\Iildmay, William-, 756n. 
l\Iilice, 272, S3211. 

cnpitaiaes de-, 940, 9-12, 94.211, 98211, 
milicc locale, .272, S32, 98-1,i. 
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l\Jonnaie de car te-Con. 
histoire e t descrip tion de la-, 60n, 224, 2213, 

326, 376-392, 380, 380n, 492, 494, 662-666. 
in troduction de la,--, XLVIII, 5'ln, 60n, 68, 

68n, 70, 226n, 306, 326, 380, 492, 662-666. 
malversation~ relatives aux emissions et a 

l'u~nge de la- , 226, 328, 330, 338. 
mesures necessai res pom legaliser la-, H4. 

214, 224, 322, 380-382. 
prix, comment ils soot affectes par la-, LU, 

LVI, 94, 156, 212, 220, 252, 320, 332, 384. 
rachat des-, L , LII, LIV, LVI, LVIII, 

LJCIV, 70, 76n, 80, 90, 94, 102, 106, 132, 
142, 226, 270, 276, 306, 308, 320, 382n, 384, 
662 ; divers projcts relatifs- LX, 114, 116, 
134, 164, 176, 204, 206, 212, 228, 234, 236, 
238, 252, 320, 324, 336, 338, 362-364, 382, 
382n, 494; au moyen de rentes, 220, 222, 
228, 238, 240, 242, 244, 246, 246n, 248, 250, 
252,258,262,730 ; rachat en especes de la-a 
la moitie de sa valeur nominale, LX, L).'1I, 
LXIV, 262, 262n, 266, 268n, 270, 272, 274, 
276, 282, 286, 288, 290, 292, 300, 302, 308, 
316, 318, 322, 328, 338-340, 350, 352, 354, 
384, 388, 390, 392, 396, 400, 428, 430, 440, 
448, 460, 462, 464, 466, 494, 496-498, ,500, 
508, 538, 664, 666, 996n. 

renseignements requis au suj et de la- , 106, 
164, 166, 352, 396, 468, 498. 

retrait et abolition de la-, LXJI, LXIV, llO, 
114, 116, 126, 154, 164, 252, 254, 322, 360, 
384, 440, 442-444, 448, 450, 460, 500, 662-
666. 

salaires en-, 266, 352, 422, 426-428. 
suremission de la-, L VIII, 218, 220, 222, 

226, 2S6, 306, 318, 320, 326, 328, 662, 664, 
666 ; voir egaJement discredit de la. 

voir egalement monnaie, papier. 
lllonnaic de carte de la deuxieme periode 

(1729-1760), LXVIII, LXX, LXXIV, 
LXXVI , 874, 890, 972. 

a.vantages de la- , 590, 610, S4S. 
caractere legal particulier de la- compara

t ivement aux acqui ts, etc., 604n, 606n, 626, 
636, 654, 660, 694, 706n, 752, 872. 

comptes et statistiqucs au suj et de la- , 598, 
600, 678, 680, 690, 696, 708, 714,872, SS2, SS4, 
88611, 1004; sommes retirees pendant cer
taines annees, 5S6, 614, 624, 656, 658, 712, 
748n, 750. 

contrefaction de la- , 590, 602n, 618-620, 642, 
708, 776; denominations des, 590, 598, 624, 
642, 648, 708, 776; indiquees par la forme, 
696, 706, 922, 924. 

description de la- , 598, 870. 
destruction de la- ancienne remplacee par 

la nouvelle, LXXIV, 616, 622, 624, 648, 
650. 

effet des especes sur !'emission et le credit 
de la- , 622, 648, 650, 656, 670, 702, 846, 850, 
852. 

lllonnaie de cnr tc-Con. 
emissions qui depassent Jes sommcs autori

sees, 584, 590, 622, 626, 628, 632, 6S0, 730, 
776. 

emissions de la- , LXVIII, LX,X, LXX[l, 
LX,XIV, LXXVI, LXXVIII, LXXX; pre
miere emission, 580, 5S2-586, 588, 594, 50S, 
600, 614, 620 ; insuffisance de, 608, o!O, 
614, 642, 644, 666; emissions subsequentes, 
542, 644, 652, 654, 668, 670, 692, 694n, 696, 
700, 706, 706-710, 712, 714, 724, 726, 728, 
774, 776. 

emission nouvelle de-, 660, 696, 700, 712, 
752. 

fo rmes de pupier-monnaie auxiliaire et de-, 
LXVIII, 656, 668, 696. 

la -devient mounaie legale, 590, 642, 710, 
730, 776. 

liquidation de la- apres la conquete, 
LX,'00:V, LXXX:VI, 942n, 974, 978, 1036n, 
1040, 1042. 

methodes de faire circuler Ia-, 646, 648, 
650, 668, 670, 678. 

peu de difference entre la- et Jes acquits, 
etc., LXXII, 638, 656, 688n, 706r., 74Sn, 
764n, 872, SS6n . 

preference tempora ire de la- sur !es lettres 
de change, 674, 692, 724. 

projets d'nvoir des cartes imprimees nu lieu 
des cartes ecrites a la main, LX,'CIV, 598, 
602n, 616, 648, 650-652. 

rnchat des acquits et des billets par le moyen 
des-, 604n, 614, 632, 658, 660, 690, 692, 
724. 

rachat de la- , LXVIII, LXXIV, 586, 706n, 
820, 824, 972; au moyen de lettres de 
change, LA'VIII, LXXVII, 582, 66S, 82G; 
ce rnchat est necessaire pour maintenir le 
credit de Ia- , 622, 626, 652, 656, 692, 
712, 716, 844; sommes qui seront proba
biement rapportees a la Caisse, a chaque 
annee pour etre rachetees, 652, 656, 688, 
724; clans Jes magasins du gouvernement, 
652, 660, 694n, 716. 

raisons pour ou contre !'emission de la-, 
610, 6-14, 670, 672, 708, 710, 716, 718, 748n. 

suremissions de-, 58-1, 590, 622, 626, 628, 
632, 6S0, 684, 730, 776; necessitent une plus 
grande quantite de billets, 632, 660, 662, 
718; emploi des, pour !es depenses cou
rantes, 584, 646, 648, 658, 670, 6S0, 682, 
694n, 696, 714. 

thesaurisation de la- par suite de son bon 
credit, LXVI, LXX, LXXVI, LXX,XVI, 
5SSn, 604n, 642, 644, 652, 666, 668, 694, 
694n, 706, 712, 748n, 796, 872, SS611, 1024n ; 
ainsi !es sommes retournees pour etre ra
chetees diminuent, 624, 632, 652, 668, 712, 
724, 926. 

voir egalP.ment monnaie, papier. 
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1 i\Jontculm, Louis-Joseph, marquis <le-, (roort 
en 175!)), 842n, 852n, 854, 854n, 85Sn, 860n, 
86211, 866n, 78, 011, 882n, 896n, 900, 900n, 
90Gn, 910n, 916n, 922n, 946n, 950n, 958n, 
960n ; not. biog. 851. 

nrgumenls et opinions de-, 766n, 780n, 8G8n, 
890, 8!JO n, 892n, 9-1-900, 89Sn, 902, 904.n. 

depeches de-, 888, 892; it-, 87G. 
pouvoirs de- , 830n, 83211. 

l\Iontgolie.-, Vicaim gcnernl, 970. 
~Iontrcal, x.; ·xvI. XXXVIII, 20, 6Sn, 11211, 

634, 636n, 658, 674n, 67611, 8G 'n, 9,i2n, 968, 
982n, 1031. 

attnque dirigces sur-, 7 n, 11011, 740n, 00n. 
centre supplcmenla ire du gouverncmcnt, 

60fo, 921. 
commerce du caslor it-, 196n, 40Sn. 
gouverneurs de-, 126n, 332n, 124n. 
le papier du Canada ii.-, cnregislremeot, 

etc., 991, 1000, 1004. 
rours ct fortifications de-, LXXII, 546, 628, 

65 , 674n, 676n, 678, GS2. 
reddi t iou de-, 916n. 
tentatives failes pom imposer des laxes aux 

liabit-'rnls de-, 260, 260n, .516, 548, 83471. 
traite ill icilc a-, 196n, ·10Sn. 
promulgation u- des arrets, ordonuances, 

etc., 12, 4G, 52, 60, 66, 70, 72, 80, 90. 92, 
112, 146, 14 , 214, 410, 44,1, 630, 722, 723. 

?tlontrcal, l'ilc de-, 7Gn. 
1\Iont:·cuil, le cheva lier de-, 858n. 

lonts, De-, XX..XVI . 
l\loorc, Marie-, ct la contrefacl ion, 59011, 67S . 
.Moras, F ran,ois-l'vfarie Peirenc de- (1718-

1771), miuistre de la Marine, 1757-1758, 
840n, 860, 86011 , 6411, 86611, S94n, 938n; 
not. biog. 860-862. 

:Morea u, M . 95 n. 
1Horuc, billeLs it !'Ile Royale payables en-, 

690. 
J\lorvillc , M. de- , 504. 
J\Joscovic, Lainao-es de- 12. 
louchard, Fra.n°~ois--, ;.cpre!:entant au Con-

seil de Commerce, 302-302n. 
Jlloulins a vcn t, 346n. 
Moulins fiouants, ou i't. marce, 35611. 
IUunicipal itcs de Franc(', Credi t des- em-

ploye pom appuycr le credit du ro_rnume, 
220n. 

1\lunitionnai.c du Roi, 652; fonctions du-, 
508; lcUrcs de change sur le-, 621, IHS, 
656. 

J\lurray, le gouverncur James--, 94011, !J,12, 
942n, 94411, 950n, 97811, 992n, 1002n. 

dcpeches, etc., de-, !J42, 9i4, 976, 992, 996, 
998, 1002 ; it-, 9, , 990, 996n, 1000, 10:14, 
1052. 

Jl/nvi:;ation , Lois frnn, aises relatives ii. la-; 
Pendant quelque temps on n'appliquc pas 

lcs lo is, 198, 200, 202. 

Necker, Jacques--, 818n. 
Ncrc, Le Vasseur de-, 342; not. biog. 312. 
Ncret, Jean-Baptiste-, not . biog. 192. 
Ncrct ct Cayot, voir Aubert, Neret et Gayot. 
Nespatag:m, Concession de terres ii.-, 160n. 
Neuville, Nicholas-Dupont de- voir Dupont. 
New-York, XLVI, 62n, 110n, 126n. 
Niagara, 78n, 256n, 424n, 56211, 576, 58-1, G03, 

674n, 688, 688n, 690n, 73Sn, 78811, 79'.?. 
Nichols011, 162n. 
Niganiche, (I le Roya le) , 160n. 
Nivcrnois, le due de-, 881n. 
NoaiJles, le due de-, 30611, 412n, 430. 
NoailJes, nom d'une nouvelle piece fruppce 

CD 1716, 420n. 
Noblesse, la- fran,aise, 306n, 840n. 
Noel, lVI. 88. 
Noel, le sieur, proces relatif au genre de mou

naie arnc laquelle !es rcnles doivent ctre 
payees, 732. 

Noiutcl, le marquis de-, rnir Bechameil, 
Louis. 

Nolnn, M. 38, 122. 
Nord, Cornpagnie du-, voir Compaonie ,/11 

Nord. 
Notaires, Greff es des-, 37011. 
Notre-Dame, l'eglise-, 86. 
Nouchet, Jornph-, 54A, 546n; not. biog . .;on. 
Nouvclle-Angletcrrc, 156, 336, 73611, 812n. 
N1m1cr::iire, Voir especes. 
Obligat ions pour la liquidation du µapi e1· du 

Canada, 960n; voir reconnaissances. 
O'Calfaghan, E. B., 906n. 
Occident, Compa.,o-nie d'-, voir Compa911ie 

d'Occident. 
Occident , Jes domaines d'-, 1S6, 638, 656, 72J. 

credit des domaines d'-, 264n, 386, 38511. 
fonds des- et la nouvelle evaluation de la 

monnaie, 542, 544, 566, 563. 
officiers tl'Etat-ma.jor payes u,·ec, 426, -136. 
organisation et fonctionuement des--, 92n, 

12Sn, 130n, 148, 184, 222, 6-12. 
payements par-, 372, 426, 436, 6'.! '. 610, 

650; en monnaie de carte, 434, 438; pour 
le rachat des cartes, 176, 280. 

payemeuts a-, 438, 446. 
po tes des-, voir pastes de commerce . 
reutree des-, 224, 250, 372, 336, 838. 

Officiers, fran,ais et milit.:i ires de la colonic, 
LX..X..'\, 856, 858n, 86211-, 89611, 902, 90 I, 
908, 910n, 922, 9•16, 974, 1003, 1012, 101'1. 

Officiers d'Etut-major, solde des-, <126, •136, 
438. 

Ohio, !es Sauvages de !'-, voi r Saui•ages. 

Ohio, la riviere-, 788, 80211. 
expeditious dans !'- , 79011, 804.n, 834n. 
zysteme de fortification des fran~nis sur !"-, 

73611, 822. 
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Pnnpcrct, M. 172. 
Pays d'En hnut, Jes--, 822, 864; voir egale

ment pastes de commerce. 
Penn, Hugues-Jacques de Livaudiere, (mort 

en 1747), 684n . 
Penn, Michel-Jean-Hugues, (mort en 1782), 

504n, 640n, 658, 684, 770n, 800n, 884n, 896n, 
912n ; not. biog. 684-688. 

Peclierics, Jes-, 802n. 
effet de la depreciation de la monnaie sur 

Jes--, 328, 670. 
Peiras, Jean-Baptiste de, 38, 50, 54. 
Peirc, M . 122. 
Peletier, M . controleur general, 104n. 
Pelletier, Fran~ois, fau.x-monnayeur, 618-620. 
Pclletcrie, voir F'ourrures . 
Perichon, M . trcsorier general, 846n, 958n. 
Perpignan, H otel-des-Monnaies de-, voir 

H 6tel-des-M onnaies. 
Pcrrnult, le s ieur Louis, 994n. 
Pcrthuis, Charles, 122, 122n, 370n. 
Perthuis, Joseph, (mort en 1782) , 760, 994n; 

not. biog. 760. 
Perthuis, M. specuJateur, 994, 994n. 
Petit, Jean-, agent des tresoriers gene

rau.x, (mort en 1720), 114n, 162n, 172, 204, 
206n, 212, 250, 278, 280, 318, 356n, 416, 
420, 422, 426, 438, 464, 466-468, 498, 506n, 
508 ; not. biog., 172. 

Petit, Mme, 452n, 506. 
Pcuvret, du M esnu, J e:i.n-Baptiste, 6, 6n, 68, 70. 
Pcuvret, Denis, 6n . 
Peuvret, Alexander, (mart en 1702), 6n. 
Phclypcam,, Louis, comte de Pontchartrain, 

(1643-1727), ministre de la Marine, 1690-
1699, 108n, 190n, 328, 330, 388, 402n; not. 
biog. 104. 

desapprouve le systeme de la monnaie de 
carte, 104. 

Phclypeaux, J erome, comte de Pontchartrain, 
(1674-1747) , ministre de la Marine, 1699-
1715, 104n, 116n, 120n, 138n, 168n, 202, 
222n, 402n; not. biog. 108. 

difficultes financie res de son ministere, 218-
222. 

ii est oppose au systeme de la monnaie de 
c:i.rte, 108, 116, 124, 126, 154, 164, 178, 182, 
182n, 200, 202, 204; son role clans le re
trait de-, 242, 244, 248-252, 258, 260, 262, 
266, 268, 270, 298-302. 

ii refuse le payement des salnires en nume
rai res, 178. 

mise en accusation de- par D 'Auteuil, 330. 
opinions et actes administratifs de-, 188, 

196n. 
renvoi d'office de-, 232n; M emoire J-ustifi

catif, 296n. 
ses tentatives en vue d'obtenir Jes decisions 

plus iustes au suj et des lettres de change, 
26 541-70 

Phclypcnux-Con. 
174, 178, 234, 288, 290, 292, 296, 298, 302, 
304n, 308, 310, 328, 388. 

vues de- relatives a !'imposition de taxes 
aux colons, 260n. 

Phclypcnux, Jean-Frederic, comte de Maure
pas (1701-1781), ministre de la Marine, 
1723-1749, 260n, 306n, 356n, 358n, 402n, 
548, 566n, 592n, 602n, 638n, 694n, 742n, 
744n, 746, 764n, 780n, 782, 878n; not. biog. 
356. 

instructions, etc., de- relatives a une mon
naie particuliere aux colonies, 526, 538-40, 
580. 

maniere d'agir de- pour resoudre le pro
bleme de Ia monnaie de carte, 610, 622, 
626-628, 650-652, 652-654, 682, 704, 710, 
714-718, 726-728. 

politique financiere de-, 640, 668, 728, 756. 
Philippe V, 662. 
Phoques, Paste de peche au.x- etabli par 

Hazeur, 142. 
Pinstre, Ia- , XLVI. 

envoi de piastres en Acadie, 740, 742n. 
importation de piastres et reglements a cet 

effet, 50, 52, 56, 58, 60, 62, 974. 
fonte des-, 134, 136. 
pied sur lequel sont payees Jes especes, 554, 

556, 872. 
valeur de Ia- a Boston, 750. 

Pidnrt, Orfevre, 134. 
Pieces, caracteres, poincons, devises, etc., 26, 

30, 34, 36, 366. 
contrefaction des-, 8, 10, 480n. 
cours des-, XJLXVIlI, XL, XLII, XLVI, 

LXVIII, 36, 474, 478, 732n; changeruents 
effectues clans Jes-, causes, consequences, 
etc., 2, 4, 6n, 46, 88, 96, 98, 346n, 418-420n,, 
440n, 478n, 484, 486, 490, 496, 504, 516, 
518, 534, 550n, 558, 578; augmentation du 
nombre de-, id, 4, 36, 48, 408n, 420n, 494, 
516, 552, 560, 566-568; diminution du 
nombre de-, id, 46, 356n, 472, 522n, 524, 
526, 528, 530, 542, 544-546; frequents 
chnngements effectues au sujet des-, et 
Jeurs consequences sur le commerce, 348n, 
472, 492, 578; et sur Jes fonds du gouver
nement, 492, 500, 506, 544-546, 566-568; 
valeurs differentes des-, 516,i. 

defense faite aux orfevres de difformer !es-, 
etc., 480. 

evaluation des- d'apres leur poids, 518, 524, 
534, 554, 556, 560-562. 

ei..l)ort.ation des-, 480, 4SOn. 
Jes pieces depreciees chassent Ia monnaie 

S!\ine, 42n. 
petites roonnaies, voir ecu, sou, etc. 
petites pieces, 42, 430; tarifs, 4, 88, 110; voir 

egalernent petite mo111iaie; voir egalemcnt 
Jes differents norns des pieces comme: 
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Procure ur genera l-Fin 
representations du- au Consei l supeneur 

au sujet de la monnaie, 10, 14, 16, 18, 46, 
82n, 108. 

Punnts, Jes (Sauvages), Jes representants 
des- amcnes a Montreal, par Marin, 734n. 

Quebec, l'eveque de-, 110n, 566n, 838. 
ii desapprouve la condu.ite de Le Loutre, 
744n, 746n. 

Quebec, l Sn,, 48n, 132n, 134, 160n, 162n, 172n, 
240, 264, 672, soon, 1034. 

citoyens de-, 762n, 9i6. 
conditions sociales, etc., it.-, 812n, 904n. 
cour et consei l pour- etablis par Murmy, 

978n. 
enregistrement du papier du Canada daos 

le district de-, 996, 998, 1004. 
exportation, 198, 200, soon. 
fortifi cations it.-, 342, 646, 668, 670, 674n. 
marcbands de-, voir Marc hands. 
ordonnances, etc., promulguees a-, 4, 6, 

12, 46, 52, 60, 66, 70, 72, 80, 90, 92, 112, 
146, 148, 214, 410, 434, 444, 630, 722, 728. 

payements des Acadiens a-, 794, 794n. 
prevote de-, 84, 86. 
role de Quebec clans le systeme gouver

nemental du Canada, 604n, 924. 
siege et capLure de-, XXXVI, 740n, 800n, 
812n, 814n, 816n, 960n, 984n. 

Quebec, l'Acte de-, 944n, 978n. 
Qucsneville, J., 72n, 112. 
Quittnnces, avec quelle monnaie elles peu

vent etre payees, 402, 612, 730, 772. 
Qu.ittances d'ap pointem ent, 462; note ex

plicative, 832n. 
Raimbault, Pien-e, (1671-1740), 546, 99fo; not. 

biog. 546. 
Rnm ezay, Claude de- (mort en 1724), 128n, 

140, 162n, 274, 280, 422n, 438, 438n, 508, 
508n, 676n, 698n. 

commandant de Quebec, 134. 
on Jui demande de supprimer le commerce 

entre !es Sauvages et !es Anglais, 194. 
ii reclame le payement des lettres de chan

ge donnees pour le rachat de la monnaie 
de carte, 312. 

Ram ezay, le capitaine de-, 744n, 750n, 754n. 
ii d irige !'expedition de 1746 en Acadie, 740n, 

794n. 
Rats musques, peau.x de-, 984n. 
Raudo t, J acques-, intendant 1705-1710, LVI, 

130n, 146, 154, 166, 174, 216, 218, 222lh1 

226, 250, 254, 256n, 264n, 278, 288, 330, 
370, 374, 420, 798n; not. biog. 138. 
co=erce, mesures financieres et op1ruons 

de-, 130n, 148-154, 170, 172, 17-i, 184, 186, 
218-220. 

depecbes de-, 142, 148, 156, 158, 170, 172, 
111, 181, 186, 201; a-, 13s, 154, 161, 178, 
180, 182. 

26541-70i 

Rnudot-Fin 
mesures relatives a la monoaie de ca.rte, 

L VI, 156, 176, 184, 204, 210, 212, 214, 326, 
330, 338, 418. 

ordonnances, etc., de-, 140, 144, 146, 206, 
210, 212. 

relations de-, avec !es autres fonctionnaires 
de la colonic, 120n, 128n. 

Raudot, Antoine-Denis, 144, 174, 218, 226, 330; 
not. biog. 138. 

Ravoye, Jean Neyret de la,-, 114. 
Raymond, le comte de-, seigneur d'Oye, com

mandant de !'Ile Royale, 1751-1754, 808, 
812n; not. biog. 808-810. 

Reaux, 52, 518. 
Rebellion, projets de-, 952n, 954. 
Recepisses, LXXVI, 880, 922, 924, 1004, 1014. 

origine des-, LXX. 
role des- dans le systeme de papier-mon

naie, LXXII, 796, 870 ; voir egalement, 
monnaie, papier. 

Recherches curieuses des monnnies de 
France, 24n. 

RecO'Ilnoissnnces, Jes--, 1042, 1044, 1056, 1060. 
ct-ractere legal du credit des-, 1010, 1020n, 

1058, 1060n. 
liquidation du papier du Canada en-, 1010 

1018. 
Recrues, 216. 
Redevnnces, monnaie avec laquelle elles peu

vent etre acquitees, 402, 612, 730. 
Re flexions politiques sur Jes finances et le 

commerce (Dudot), 348n, 420n. 
Refontes, 348n; de 1709, 346n, 348n ; de 1715, 

346n, 348n, 480n; de 1720, 474484; de 1721, 
516; de 1723, 514-518; de 1726, 552; des 
pieces d'argent, 532, 545. 

Regence, Reorganisation du gouvernement 
sous la-, 196n, 206n, 306n. 

Conseil de la-, 208n, 376n; decisions rela..
tives a la monoaie de carte et am: lettres 
de change, 304, 312, 334, 376, 436, 66-1 ; 
origine et fonctions de-, 306n, 

R egnier, Claude-Francois-Louis, comte de 
Guerchy, 1715-1767, 102211, 1032n, 1042n.; 
not. biog. 1042. 

Religion , relations entre la- et le commerce 
des fourrures, X,'{IV. 

Rcmcde, (Monnaie), 474, 47611. 
Rennrds, Jes ( tribut sauvage), 424n, 734n, 790n. 

depenses occasionnees par la guerre centre 
Jes-, 466, 628, 658. 

Rentcs, avec quelle monnaie ii faut payer 
!es-, 402, 512, 514, 612, 730, 732, 772, 774. 

Rentes, methode francaise d'evaluer les-
26011, 474n; voir obligations. ' 

R~volution nmericaine, guerre de la- , 1060n. 
Revolution fran~aise, La-, 818n, 840n, 1060n. 
Richelieu, le cardinal- X,'{XVI XL 
Richard, Joseph, 772. ' ' " • 
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Silhouette, un membre de la commission des 
Front ieres de 1749, 756n. 

Silly, J ean-Baptiste de-, (rnort en 1736), 258n, 
356n, 600, 604; not. biog. 596. 

il achete du ble pour eviter la famine, 596. 
Simon, Sreur-, 970. 
Sioux, Jes-, 424n, 734n . 
Soldats, voi r Troupes. 
Souhras, Pierre-Auguste de-, commissaire in

tendant de !'Ile Royale; 676n; not. biog. 
344, 346. 

Sou, le-, XL, 6n, 36, 468. 
cours du-, 36, 148, 496, 524. 
double, 6n. 
marque, le, LX."'{II, 18n, 20, 44, 722. 

cours du- marque, XLIV, 6, 18, 44, 46, 
48, 8, 630, 718, 722, 728, 730. 

discreclit du -marque, 728. 
envoi de- marques, au Canada, 624, 630, 

654, 656, 726, 800, 806. 
Jes- marques clisparnissent de la circu

la tion, 184. 
on lirn ite le nornbre de- marques avec 

lesquels il est permis de payer, 718, 722, 
726. 

on rem·oie des- marques en France a.fin 
de realiser des benefices, 630. 

origine des- marques, 6n. 
Sous, pieces de deux et quatre-, 42, 42n, 44, 

630, 730; cours des--, 42n, 44, 46, 48, S8, 
112, 146, 148; dispari tion des--, 184 . 

pieces de cinq-, 24, 36; de six-, 112; de 
quinze-, 24, 88. 

de trente-, 88. 
, Soullard, J ean , 58. 
, Soubercase, Daniel d'Auger de- , 136n, 162, 

166, 168, 168n, 344n, 438; not. biog. 162. 
: Succession d' Autriche, guerre de la, 

LXX,"\:VIII, 754n, 798n. 
:Sucre, comme effet de change, 16, 24, 36. 
!Suede, 802n. 
!Suisses, rnercenaires-- a Louisbourg, 72011, 

842n, 
!Sultc, Benj amin, 646n. 
!Survivancc des charges publiques, 92n. 
!Syndic, le- des marcbands, 332n, 704n, 7?:2, 

754. 
':Tabac, 140, 542 ; employe comme effet de 

change, 16, 24. 
'lTachc (ou T achet) ,. le s:ieur, 760; not. biog. 

760. 
'lTactique, cha.ngements que subit la,- mili

taire, 892n, 902. 
'lTadoussac, la ferme de- fournit le castor, 144. 

le poste de- est pris en bail, 18, 124n, 386n, 
542n. 

'Il'allage, explication, 476n, 
'Il'allies, origine et fonctionnement, 394n. 
'Il'alon, Jean, intendant, 1665-1672, XL, 22, 22n, 

50n. 

Talon-lFin 
depeches a-, 32. 
remarques de- sur Jes problemes de la mon

naie dans Jes colonies, 30, 34. 
Taschereau, Thomas-Jacques (mort en 1749) , 

tresorier du Canada, 600n, 634, 636n, 702, 
786, 820, 884n; not. biog. 634. 

Taxes, tentatives de percevoir des--, 258n, 
260n, 342n, 546, 548, 762n, 884n; voir ega
lement impots, droits. 

Teinture du Canada, 984n. 
Terre-Neuve, XXXII, 230n, 26Sn, 344n. 
Terres, Jes-- ne peuvent etre defrichees a 

cause de la disette de la monnaie, 670. 
Ticonderoga, batai lle de-, 922n. 
Tilly, Charles le Gardeur de, 38, 50, 54. 
Tocqueville, Ale:,.;s de-, voir De Tocqu,e-

ville. 
Tonti, emprunts d'apres le mode de- em

ployes pour rehabiliter Jes billet.s de mon
naie, 182n. 

Torring1on, l'amiral ; defaite de l'amiral-, 
368. 

Toulouse, le comte de-, president du con
seil de la Marine, 306n, 364, 376. 

Tournois, signification du mot., 512, 730, 732. 
Tracy, le chevalier Alexandre de Prouville, 

seigneur de, XLII, XLIV, 20, 104n. 
Traitants independants, attitude du peuple 

a l'egard des--, 56. 
Traites, Jes conditions des-- ne sont pas ob

servees a la lettre, 812n. 
Traite du castor, lettres de change que ne

cessite la-, 144, 182, 198, 208n, 354, 072. 
effets de la monnaie sur la-, 320, 378. 
effet.s de la guerre sur la-, 150, 192n, 19-'ln, 

380. 
Jes Sauvages et la-, 148, 150, 336, 380. 
maniere de conduire la,-, XLIV, 118n, 19&n; 

accords et reglements au sujet de la,-, !Sn, 
130n, 144, 148, 150, 192n, 258n, 370n; pro
jets au suj et de la- , 196, 234, 236, 238, 
336, 362-364; discussions et disputes rela
tives a la- , 86n, 88n, 238, 358, 364 ; mo
nopoles de la- XLIV, 40&n, 408111, 410; 
commerce libre du-, 118n, 130n, 152, 196, 
406. 

rachat de la monnaie de carte au moyen de 
la- , 234, 236. 

Traite illicite du castor, etc., XL VI, 50n, 192n, 
356n, 40811, 424n, 542n, 578, 578n, S72, 
876, 952. 

Traitc Historique des Monnaies de France. 
(Fr. Le Blanc), 2, 24, 30. 

Tresoriers pour Jes Colonies, 794, 794n, 804, 
818, 874, 876; note sur Jes-, 882. 

Tresoriers gcncraux du ministere de la Ma
rine, 106, 148, 174, 178, 390, 448, 488, 736n, 
870, 958n. 

agents des-- pour le Canada, 4S, 92n, 94, 96, 
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Vaudreuil-Fin 
actes de-- au suiet des Iettres de change, 

218, 224, 232-234. 
administra tion de--, 274, 280, 318, 320, 332. 
depeches de--, 126, 148, 158, 174, 186, 218, 

232, 254, 272, 278, 338, 416, 418, 422, •148, 
486, 488, 504, 520, 536; - it, 126, 154, 16-1, 
180, 182, 218, 240, 212, 244-248, 258, 262, 
266, 352, 354, 392, 404, 406, 434, 436, 440, 
460, 462, 464, 466, 470, 472, 504, 526, 538. 

emission de monnaie de carte pendant !'ad
ministration de-, 134, 148, 154, 176, 210, 
212, 214, 282, 306, 306n, 318, 470-472; po
li tique gencrale relative a-, 232-234, 272, 
274, 320. 

opinions de- au sujet d 'une monnaie co
Ioniale, 422, 520-522, 536. 

ordonnances, etc., de--, 210, 212, 450. 
rachat de Ia monnaie de carte pendant !'ad

ministration de--, 134, 148, 154, 176, 210, 
212, 282, 306, 306n, 318, 470-472. 

politique generale relative au-, 232-234, 272, 
274, 320. 

relations de- avec Jes autres officiers de Ia 
colonie, 86n, 120n, 128n, 142n, 170, 506n, 
674n. 

suremisaion de monnaie de carte par- , 326, 
330, 338. 

vues de- relatives au commerce du castor, 
130n, 148-154, 174. 

Vaudreuil, Mme. 128n, 674n. 
Vaudre uil-Cavagna!, P ie1Tc-Fran9ois de Ri

gaud (1704-1778), gouverneur 1755-1760, 
686n, 770n, 02n, 854n, 858n, 860n, 862n, 
866n, 868n, 878, 880n, 882n, 886n, 894n, 
896n, 898, 902, 906n, 912, 950n, 984n; not. 
biog. 830-834. 

administralion, nomination et caractere de-, 
802n, 804n,, 830n, 832n, 882, 900n, 918, 918n, 
926, 93 n, 940, 942n, 950n, 952n. 

depeches de--, 926, 940, 940n, 942; a-, 830, 
864-940n. 

on demande a- de pratiquer l'economie, 
836, 838, 864. 

Vauquelin , M. 882n, 884n. 
Verduc, M. 800n. 
Verneuil, Jacques Petit de-, agent des tre

soriers genernux, 74, 80, 84n, 86, 114, 114n; 
fonctions de-, 74n. 

Verrazano, X.,'OCII. 
Verrier, Guillaume, (mort en 1733), not. biog. 

424. 
Verrier, procureur genera l, (mort en 1758) , 

356n, 602n, 618, 760n. 
Vialars, Daniel, 956n, 1036, 1036n. 
Villebois, Daubenton de, 118n. 
Villebon, exerce le commandement en Acadie, 

166n. 
Villeray, Louis-Rauer de-, 10, 38, 50, 88n, 

104, 116, 120 ;not. biog. 104. 
Villeray, le sieur de-, president du conseil 

des Finances, 306n. 
Villevault, Louis-Guillaume de (1716-1786), 

964, 1004n, 1016, 1020n, 1034n, 1054, 1060 ; 
not. biog. 1016. 

Vin, Jes droits sur le- seront payes en mon
naie de France, (1705), 140. 

Vincelotte, la seigneurie de, rentes de Ia terre 
de, 772. 

Vincent, le sieur, SOOn. 
Virginie, on renforce les troupes en-, 804n. 
Visa, le- reduit Jes gains des nouveaux riches, 

482n. 
Vitrc, Charles-Denys de, 38, 50, 54, 128n. 
Vitre, Jean-Denis de-, pi lote Ia flotte de 

Wolle, SOOn. 
Vivres, 902. 

envoi de-, 114, 170, 908, 912, 916n, 938n, 
940. 

prix des--, 172, 448, 528, 888, 890, 892, 904, 
906, 966, 1012. 

Vohairc, 854n. 
Voysin, M. 366. 
Warren, l'amiral, 750n. 
Walson, Brock, 1036. 
Wolfe, le general James, 950n. 
Wyndham, Sir Charles, comte d'Egremont 

(1710-1763) , 966, 930; not . biog. !)82. 
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Aboitcaux, 745n, 815, 817. 

descri'!)ti ve note re, 815. 
Acadia , 137n, 161n, 163n, 167n, 173n, 219, 231n, 

605n, 895n. 
courts, etc"., of, 137n. 
naval prizes in, 137n. 
special local currency for, 797, 797n, 817. 
conflict wibh England in, 205, 217, 219, 269n, 

721n, 735n, 741n, 779n. 
expeditions to, 735n, 741n. 
supply of specie to, 135, -161 , 163, 203, 205, 

735, 737, 739, 743n, 795, 807, 809. 
flour for, 133n. 
accounts of, 163, 201, 203. 
export of .beaver from , 195n. 
card money in, Iv, 161, 739n ; issue of, 125, 

135; disapprov,al and prohibition of, -125, 
169, 183, 201, 205; withdrawal of, 135, 189. 

paper money in, 691n, 795n. 
Acadians, 137n, 735, 743n, 809, 817, 817n, Silr,. 

loyalty of, to French cause, 217n, 737n, 745n, 
747n, 803n. 

French policy towards, 34511, 347n, 781n, 
803n. 

French policy t owards, in regard .to payment 
for suppl,ies -in specie, 739, 745n, 747n, 
795-797, 807, 809. 

refuse paper money, 743n. 
their eagerness to obtain and hoard specie, 

735, 737, 737n, 739, 741n, 743n, 795, 795n, 
797. 

special local currency for, 797, 797n, 807, 
809, 817. 

supplies furnished by, 721n, 737, 741n, 743n, 
813n. 

re-settlement of, after English conquest, 735, 
745n, 747n, 791n, 815. 

Acceptances, an auxj liary paper currency, 
definition of, 607n. 

Accounts of the colonjal government, 979, 981. 
confusion jn, 783n, 787, 887. 
rendition of, causes of delay in, 787, 821. 
ma nipulation of, 893n. 
Breard's familiarity with, 785. 
method of entering troops' pay-certificates, 

82-3. 
do not show expeniliture to be as great as 

claimed, 835. 
statements of, capture by English, 961n. 

Acquits, 543, 661. 
origin of, 383n. 
de.fin.i tion of, 607n. 
•relation of, to other forms of paper money, 

705n. 
payments in, in lieu of card money, 657, 659. 
circulation of, 657, 695n. 

1097 

Acquits-Con. 
redemption of, 657, 659, 661, 885; :in bill.! 

of exchange, 615, 625, 627, 633, 653, 657, 
663, 669 ; in card: money ·previously 
redeemed, 653, 659, 691; in notes of 
convenient denominations, 697, 713; actual 
amounts redeemed, 657, 659, 691 , 725, 749n, 
751. 

credit of, 653, 657, 707n ; conditions affecting, 
653, 657, 659, 661, 663, 707n, 761. 

becoming a legal tender like card money, 
607n, 6'n, 633, 635, 639, 653, 655, 657, 659, 
661, 669, 695n, 705n, 739n, 797, 831n. 

see also money, paper. 
Adhemar, Antoine, 93n, 95. 
Aguesscau, Henri D' (d. 1716), president of 

the Council of Trade, 191, 191n, 199n, 
347n. 

Agucsseau, the chancellor d', 371n, 483, S4ln, 
933n. 

Aigrcmont, Francois Clairambault d' (d. 1729), 
257, 281, 543, 583, 583n, 593n, 595, 597n, 
601 ; biog. n., 257. 

act.s temporarily as -intendsnt, 139n. 
death, 357n. 
views and representations of, ·581, 583. 

Aillebout, d', family of, 143n. 
Ainc, Sr. d', 965. 
Aix-la-Chapelle, treaty of, Lxxxi, 745n, i55n, 

757n, 841n. 
Albany (New York) , trade to, 51n; mi&ions 

to, 63, 63n; plan for capture of, llln. 
Algiers, pirates of, 803n. 
Allen, Robert, 1037. 
Alloy, 17, 27; see also coins. 
Ambassador, the British, 991, 1001, 1019n, 

1027, -1037, 1039, 1051. 
the French, 1043, 1043n, -1051, 1051n. 

Ameloi, Sr., intendant of commerce, 191, 19in. 
America, discovery of, =iii. 
Americnn Revolution, War of the, 1061n. 
Amherst, Lord, 943n, 945, 951n, 971n, 983n. 
Amiot, the widow, 773. 
Amours, d' t.be family, 129n. 
Amours, Mathieu d', see under Chauffoms. 
Amours, Louis d'Amours, see under Chauf-

.fours. 
Amsterdam, beaver shipment to, 203. 
Andre, M., 113. 
.Aminpolis, Jonquiere's ;iecision to attack, 

779n. 
Antilles, the, 5511. 
An,ille, Nicolas de la Rocbefoucauld, Due d', 

expedition under, ilgainst Nova Scot-ia, 
743, 743n, 747, 767n, 779n, 799n, 81171. 
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Bauvc, . Ticolas, 601, 61.5, 623, 625, 635n, 703; 
biog. n ., 601. 

Bazire, Charles, 41 ; biog. n., 41. 
Beam, battalion of, 855. 
Beaubassin , 743. 
Beaubien, D es Rivieres, 971. 
Beaucours, Jean Maurice Josue de Boisber

thelot d e (d. 1750) , governor of Montreal, 
biog. n., 677. 
remarks on currency conditions at Mont

real, 673, 675, 677. 
complaints of, as to h is treatment, 685. 

Beauhnrnoi , Charles, Marquis de (1670-1749), 
,governor 1726-1747, 117n, 261n, 425n, 
565-567n, 575, 585, 587, 591, 597, 599, 609, 
617, 635n, 637n, 639n, 645, 659,681,689, 711 , 
717, 721 , 735, 751, 761, 809n; biog. n., 563-
565. 

d espatches from, 571 , 573, 577, 581, 595, 599, 
601, 615, 623, 633, 649, 685, 691, 693, 711, 
725, 729, 741. 

despatches to, 563, 583, 595, 621, 627, 645, 
651, 679, 715, 727, 729, 735. 

financial and commercial reports of, 615-617, 
693-695, 711-713. 

.bis views, actions and instructions as to card 
money, 627-633, 645, 647, 649-651 , 667, 669, 
697, 709, 711 , 725; as to cun-ency and other 
colonial problems, 571, 575, 581, 583, 631, 
637, 639, 685-687. 

ordinances etc., of, 567, 617, 631, 635, 637, 
723, 727. 

Beauharnois, Franc,ois de (1665-1746), intend
ant 1702-1705, 127, 133n, 217, 223n, 295, 
347n, 511, 641; biog. n., 117, 295. 

beaver policy of, 149-155. 
b ills of exchange drawn by, 139. 
cabal against, 143n . 
corruption on the 'Part of, 227, 331. 
despatches to, and from, 127, 149. 
instrnctions t o, 471. 
issue of card money by, 135, 155, 185, 211, 

227, 251; over-issue of, 327, 331, 339. 
ordinances of, 117. 
relations with tihe Company of the Colony, 

131n, 133, 135, 149-155. 
Benuj eu, Sr., 603n. 
Benuport, seigneury of, 513-515. 
Bcauscjour, Fort, building of, 745n. 
Bcaussicr de Lille, Louis Joseph de (1700-

1765), 843; biog. n., 843. 
Ilenuvnt, M. de, 871. 
Beaver, xliii . 

agreements and regulations re, 131n, 149, 151, 
193n, 259n. 

contraband trade in, 63, llln, 193n, 357n, 
4-09n, 425n. 

d isposal and sale of, 57, 67, 119n, 131n, 193n, 
197, 199, 237, 355, 363. 

dry, 151, 193n, 197; fat, 149, 193n, 195n. 
export of, 131, 151, 193n, •195n, 219, 495 ; to 

Holland, 139, 15311, 155, 199, 201, 203. 

Bcavcr_..:Con. 
freigbtage of, in the King's ships, 151, 155, 

217. 
prices of, xiv, 13, 119n, 151, 153, 171, 175, 

193n, 195n, 237, 337, 363, 365, 409n, 691. 
season when brought down, 673. 
seizure of, 139, 151 , 153. 
substitutes for, 985n. 
supply of, 97, 119n, 129n. 
tax on sale of, 151, 155. 
use as a means of exchange, xxxvii , xiv, 39. 

Beaver Company of Paris, see Aubert and 
Co. 

Beaver trade. 
bills of exchange arising from, 145, 183, 199, 

209n, 355, 6 i3. 
effect of currency on, 321, 379. 
effect of war on, 151, 193n, 195n, 381. 
Indians and the, 149, 151, 337, 381. 
management of, xlv, 119n, 197n; agreements 

and regulations re, 19n, 131n, 145, 149, 
151, 193n, 259n, 371n; proposals re, 197, 
235, 237, 239, 337, 363-365; discussions and 
disputes re, 87n, 89n, 239, 359, 365; mono
polies in, xiv, 407n, 409n, 411; free trade, 
119n, 131n, 153, 197, 407. 

redemption of card money by means of, 
235, 237. 

Beaver traders, 337. 
Bechamiel, Louis, Marquis de Nointel td. 

1718), 191, 287,289, 291,293, 295; biog. n., 
191. 

Begon, Abbe, 231n. 
Begon, the elder, 231n. 
Bcgon, Michel, Sieur de la Picardiere (16i 

1740) , intendant 1710-1726, 163, 179, 19' 
231n, 239, 241, 257n, 279, 281, 357n, 3, 
373n, 375, 395, 403, 407, 419, 425n, 435, 445, 
447, 501, 507n, 511, 527n, 539n, 541, 543, 
549, 571, 613n, 621n, 651, 655; biog. n., 
231-233 . 

censure of, 129n, 285n, 333, 437. 
corruption on the part of, 225, 227, 331, 

375, 50711. 
despatches and instructions to, 241, 243, 

245, 249, 253, 259, 261, 263, 267, 271, 299, 
353, 355, 393, 405, 407, 435, 437, 441, 443, 
449, 461, 463, 465, 467, 471, 4i3, 497, 505, 
507, 509. 

despatches from , 229, 233, 255, 279, 283, 315, 
317, 419, 423, 449, 437, 489, 505, 521, 537, 
539, 541, 547. 

issues of card money by, 245, 251, 275, 283, 
331, 341, 375, 471-473, 487, 651 ; views 
as to, 229, 231, 233, 235, 319 ; dealings in, 
315, 319, 341, 373-375, 499, 501, 539; in
structions to, re, 441, 443, 449-451; destruc.. 
tion of used, 321, 417, 419, 439, 487; over
issue and abuse of, 327, 331 , 339, 341, 539; 
redemption and withdrawal of, l"i, 243, 

245, 247, 253, 255, 267, 287, 289, 291, 309, 
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Bills of exchange-Con. 
used to pay for supplies for Ile Royale, 

625, 795, 813n. 
limitation of is.,--ue of, 747, 749, 803, 805, 807, 

853, 873, 921, 931, 935, 937, 939n. 
,maturities ·of, 173, 179, 209n, 301, 303, 333, 

383, 391, 395, 397, 445; policy of extended 
ma turi t ies, lxxix, lx:xxv, 753, 799n, 805, 807, 
825, 829, 845, 847n, 849, 851, 857, 867n, 873, 
875, 887n, 889n, 891, 893, 925, 929, 973, 975, 
1001, 1023; complaints as to , 749n, 755, 817, 
817n; consequences of, 757, 759, 845; effect 
on credit of the bills so dr!IIWil, 749n, 753, 
755, 84.ln. 

payments in, 267. 
payment of, 183, 187, 235, 301, 351 , 353, 355, 

455, 457, 459, 461, 589n, 623, 627, 629, 669, 
749, 753, 755, 805n, 807, 841n, 867n, 929, 
933, 943, 945, 949n, 1005, 1013-1015, 1023n; 
requests for, 197, 219, 341 ; assurances as 
to , 131n, 159, 187, 197, 199, 235, 355; 
difficul t ies or irregularit ies in, li.x, 171, 175, 
205, 209, 225; preforence .in, 359; plan for, 
in debentures on P aris and the generalities, 
221 , 229, 239, 241 , 243, 249, 259; plan for, 
in specie, at one-hali the face value of 
the cards redeemed by, 267, 275, 287, 309. 

protest or non-payment of, 121, 123, 151, 159, 
173, 215, 223, 225, 231, 235, 297, 305n, 309, 
311, 313, 323, 325, 329, 441; consequences 
of, 209n, 219, 225, 231, 293, 303, 305, 311, 
313, 315, 317, 319, 325, 351, 429, 447, 449, 
455, 665; efforts and arguments for obtain
ing payment of, 297, 333, 335, 341, 371, 
373, 431, 453, 455, 457. 

suspension of payment of, in 1759, L=-.iii, 
hA..,-vii , 887n, 921n, 929-945, 941n, 949, 
957n, 969, 975, 1005, 1007, 1011, 1013, 1029, 
1057 ; final liquidation of, 943n, 973, 977, 
979, 1009, 1023, 1037n, 1041-1043, 1057. 

pr.inted forms for, l:o...'Xi , 793, 797, 807, 939. 
i!"edemption of acquits, notes, etc., in, on 

same basis as card money, bcrv, 607n, 627, 
653, 657, 659, 661, 695n, 739n, 797, 831n. 

statistics and accounts concerning, !xxiii, 83, 
131, 135, 151, 201, 215, 245, 261, 289, 293, 
315, 323, 385, 391, 397, 411-417, 421-423, 
449, 455, 457, 459, 465, 469, 471, 587, 615, 
625, 657, 667, 669, 691, 693, 725, 749n, 751; 
statistics or accounts required, 397, 469, 
499. 

uses of-to avoid remittance of specie, !iii, 
!ix, 31n, 79, 79n, 157, 225, 383, 589n, 669; 
or ,issue of card money, 95, 97, 235; to 
meet government expenditures, 65, 99, 281, 
605n- troops paid by means of, 101, 295, 
383, 905, 907n, 923, 941n, 947, 1007; miscel
laneous, 67, 79, 79n, 115, 133, 149, 173, 575, 
625, 679, 799n, 881n, 921, 921n, 923n, 953, 
985n, 1009, 1025n. 

Blois, the bishop of, 771n. 

Blossct, M. de, 1023n. 
Blot, Sr., 1017. 
Bocbart, Jean, see Champigny. 
Boishcbert, Sr., 745n. 
Bombardiers, colonial, 897n. 
Bonnaissieux, Pierre, 191n, 957. 
Bonnaventnre, Sr. Michel (d. 1711), 125n, 

137n, 167, 169 ; biog. n., 167. 
Bons, ]xix, 61, 581n, 925. 
Bordeaux, 173, 759, 797n, 799n, 891n. 

mint of, 503. 
Boscawen, Admiral, 859n. 
Boston, 751. 
Boucault, Nicolas Gaspard, 619, 621; biog. 

n ., 121. 
Bouclct, Sr., 129n, 131n. 
Bougainvillc, 861n, 883n, 923n. 
Bouillier, see also Gayot, Bouillier and 

P asquier. 
Boulnrderic, Louis Simon le Poupet de la, 

349, 367-369; biog. n., 161. 
Boularderie, company of, 135. 
Boullongc, de, Sr., 863n. 
Boundary Commission of 1749, 757n, S03n, 

809n. 
Bourbon, Louis Alexandre de, Comte de 

Toulouse ; biog. n., 335. 
decisions, etc., in the Council of Marine, 

369, 371, 373, 375, 377, 393, 397, 399, 433, 
469, 475, 489, 501, 503. 

Bourbon, the Duke of, 365, 377, 399, 433, 475, 
501. 

Bourgine, M., 77. 
Bourlamaque, 923n, 949; descriptive and biog. 

n ., 949, 951. 
Boutcrouc, Maitre Claude, 23. 
Braddock's defeat, 687n, 747n. 
Brador, Lake, 161n. 
Brnncas, Marshall de, 897n. 
Brandy, 869n, 975, 985n, 987n, 1025, 1027. 
Branssat, Jean Baptiste Migeon de, 69, 81; 

biog. n., 69. 
Brass Coins, see coins, brass. 
Brazil, conquest of, 843n. 
Breard, Jacques Michel, 783, 785, 785n, 787, 

799n, 811n, 82-5; biog. n., 783-785. 
Brest, 827, 843. 
Bretagnc, parliament of, 105n, 163n. 
Breteuil, M. de, 855n. 
Brisay, Jacques Rene de, see Denonville. 
Brouange, Sr., 705n. 
Broui!Jan, Sr. de (d. 1705). 125, 135, 137, 137n, 

163n, 167n, 743n; biog. n., 125. 
Brunelles, Baron, see Chaillon, Michel 

Aubert de. 
Buffalo, the, 543n, 793, 793n. 
Bullion, 227, 473. 

export and import of, 5, 475, 481. 
price and rating of, 481, 485, 487, 519, 525, 

529, 535, 555, 557, 561. 
weights and measures of, 477n. 
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Card Mon ey-Con. 
309, 317, 319, 323, 329, 339-341, 351, 353, 
355, 385, 389, 391, 393, 397, 401, 429, 431, 
441, 449, 461 , 463, 465, 467, 495, 497-499, 
501, 509, 539, 665, 667, 997n. 

salaries fo, 267, 353, 423, 427-429. 
withdrawal and abol ition of, ]xi ii, Lxv, 111, 

115, 117, 127, 155, 165, 253, 255, 323, 361, 
385, 441 , 443-445, 449, 451, 461, 501 , 663-
667. 

see also, money, paper. 
Cord m oney of t he second period (1729-1760) , 

!xix, lxxi, h.-xv, lxxvii, 875, 891, 973. 
accounts and statistics relating to, 599, 601, 

679, 681, 691, 697, 709, 715, 873, 883, 885, 
887n, 1005; amounts retired in various 
years, 587, 615, 625, 657, 659, 713, 749n, 
751. 

advantages of, 591, 611, 849. 
auxil iary forms of paper money and the, 

b :ix, 657, 669, 697. 
counterfeiting of, 591, 603n, 619-621, 643, 709, 

777. 
denominations of, 591, 599, 625, 643, 649, 

709, 777 ; indicated by shape, 697, 707, 923, 
925. 

description of, 599, 871. 
destruction of old, on replacement, bo,-v, 

617, 623, 625, 649, 651. 
effect of specie on issue and credi t of, 623, 

649, 651, 657, 671 , 703, 847, 851, 853. 
excess issues of, 585, 591, 623, 627, 629, 

633, 681, 6 5, 731, 777; necessitate larger 
amounts of bills, 633, 661, 663, 719; use 
of, for current e::...-penditure, 585, 647, 649, 
659, 671 , 681, 683, 695n, 697, 715. 

hoarding of, owing to its good credit, !xvii, 
Jxxi, lxxvi i, h.""'CTvii , 589n, 605n, 643, 645, 
653, 667, 669, 695, 695n, 707, 713, 749n, 797, 
873, 887n, 1025n ; consequent decrease in 
amounts returned fo r rede mption, 625, 
633, 653, 669, 713, 725, 927. 

issue in excess of aut horized amounts, 585, 
591, 623, 627, 629, 633, 681, 731, 777. 

issues of, lxix, 'lxxi, Lxxii i, Jxxv, Lu-vii, lxxix, 
Lxxxi; first, 581, 583-587, 589, 595, 599, 601, 
615, 621 ; insuffi ciency of, 609, 611, 615, 
643, 645, 667; subsequent, 643, 6-15, 653, 
655, 669, 671 , 693, 695n, 697, 701 , 707, 707-
711, 713, 715, 725, 727, 729, 775, 777. 

its tempomry preference t o bills of ex
change, 675, 693, 725. 

legal tender, 591, 643, 711, 731, 777. 
liquida tion of, after the conquest, Lm v, 

lxxxvii, 943n, 975, 979, 1037n, 1041, 1043. 
little d istinction in, from acquits, etc., lxxii, 

639, 657, 689n, 707n, 749 n, 76511, 873, 887n. 
methods of circula ting, 647, 649, 651, 669, 

671, 679. 
proposals t o substitute printed for hand

wri tten, Lxxv, 599, 603n, 617, 649, 651-653. 

Card Money-Con. 
reasons for or against its .issue, 611, 645, 671, 

673, 709, 711, 717, 719, 749n. 
redemption of acquits and notes in, 605n, 

615, 633, 659, 661, 691, 693, 725. 
redemption of, !xix, lxxv, 587, 707n, 821 , 825, 

973; in bills of exchange, h:ix, Lxxiii, 583, 
669, 821; essential to their good cred i t ► 
623, 627, 653, 657, 693, 713, 717, 845 ; 
proportion likely to 'be returned annually
for, 653, 657, 669, 725 ; ,in Government. 
stores, 653, 661, 695n, 717. 

re-issue of, 661, 697, 701 , 713, 753. 
special status of, as compared with acquits, 

etc ., 605n, 607n, 627, 637, 655, 661 , 695► 
707n, 753, 873. 

see also money, p_aper. 
Cards, fo r manufacture of card money, 599, 

617, 775. 
Carillon, 951n . 
Carleton, Sir Guy, 919n, 945n. 
Cartier, Jacques, xxxiii. 
Cash, see specie. 
Costellnnne, Coun tess de, 985n. 
Cataraqui, 79n, 257n; see also Fort Frontenac. 
Cayenne, 55n, 367, 471. 
Celoron de Blainvil le (d. 1759) , 789; biog. n., 

789-791. 
Cens, the, 731, 733. 
Certificates of expense, 705n, 737, 739, 73!h1, 

741, 901, 919n, 92-5, 961n, 977, 979, 1005, 
1037n, 1041, 1043, 1057. 

see also money, paper. 
Chaillon, .Michel .Amelot de, Marquis de 

Gournay, Baron Brunelles (1655-1724), 
191; biog. n., 191. 

Chalet, Sr., 68911. 
Chnlons, Joachim, 57. 
Chambly, 675n. 
Chamillart, Sr. Michel de (1652-1721) , 169, 

171n, 183n, 20711, 267n, 347n, 375n ; biog. 
n., 169. 

Chamot, M., 23. 
Champign y, Jean Bochart, seigneur de (d. 

1720), intendant 1686-1702, !iii, Iv, 83, 103n, 
·107n, 177, 22311, 383, 489, 495 ; biog. n., 81, 
489. 

card money introduced by, 69n, m , Zl:ln, 
381, 381n, 493, 663, 663n; issue and redemp
tion of, by, Ii, !vii, 91, 107, 115, 115n, 147, 
155, 159, 161 , 165, 167, 177, 185, 211, 251, 
253, 381; that remaining out, on his 
departure, 327, 

despatches to, 97, 105, 109, 117; from, Iv, 
8911, 95, 97, 103, 107, 113. 

ordinances, etc., of, 81, 83, 85, 89, 91, 99, 
103. 

policy of, re bills of exchange and rat ing 
of coins, 99. 
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Coins-Con. 
reminting of, and new issues of, 421n, 423, 

459, 475-483, 485, 487, 491, 533, 555, 557, 
559, 563. 

seigniorage on, 27, 515, 517, 533, 535. 
small , 43, 431; tariffs, 5, 89, 111; see also 

change, small. 
see also under the various coin names, as 

dollars, ccu, liard, lis d'or, lis d'argent, 
louis d'or, louis d'argent, patagon, peta
coon, pistole, r eal, sol double, sol marque, 
etc., etc. 

Colbert , xii, xliii, 17, 25, 29, 31, 12911>, 231n, 
267n, 389n, 483n. 

despatches from, 33, 35, 49. 
despatches to, 13, 21. 
Department of the Marine organized by, 

101n. 
his instructions to Frontenac, 105n. 
policy of, as to colonial currency, 9, 11, 43, 

45. 
Collet, M athieu Benoit (d. 1727) , 357n, 3il-

373, 407n, 409n, 429, 431, 621n; biog. n., 
371 . 

Colon, Sr., 989. 
Colonial policy, French, xn."V, xxxvii, 'i5.'ln, 

757n, 781n, 803n, 805n. 
Colonies, department of the, 819n, 835, 837, 

841n. 
Coltnnbus, xxxiii. 
Conunandant, rank of, 721n. 
Comme rce, see trade. 
Commerce, Chambers of, 947, 989. 
Cominerce, Council of, 199, 199,~, 303n, 30.5n; 

origin and du ties of, 307n. 
Conunercial judges, the, 303, 311, 313, 455, 933. 
Commer cial paper, 413n. 
Commissaire-ordonnateur, rank of, 809n, 859n, 

861n, 925. 
Commissary-General of War, 853n, 859. 
Commissary of stores, the, 653; functions of, 

509. 
bills of exchange on, 625, 629, 657. 

Commission for liquidation of the Canada 
P aper, the, 957n, 959n, 965, 983-989, 1005, 
1005n, 1015, 1017, 1019, 1037, 1055. 

Commissioners of the Company of the 
Colony, see under Company of the Colony. 

Companies, the trading, :-.'7\.--xv, xxxvii, 10111. 
Company of Canada, see Company of the 

Colony. 
Company of the Colony, the, xx.-xvii, ]vii, 133, 

143, 153, 187, 363n, 467, 499. 
accounts of, H9n, 133, 135. 
agreements of or with, 129n, 131, 131n, 145, 

151, 159. 
assets of, 149, 155. 
business relations of, with the colony, 8911, 

145, 151, 153, 155, 159. 
directors of, 87n, 129n, 145, 149. 
debts of, 121, 123, 153, 159, 161, 177, 193n, 

26541-71 

Company-Con. 
405, 439, 509; in card money, 143, 177, 
251, 405, 439; King's remission of, 405, 
405n, 439, 465, 499. 

failure of, 119n, 131n, 139n, 179, 193n. 
form ation, history, constitu tion etc of 19n 

87n, 117n, 119n, 131n. ' ., ' ' 
losses of, by -war, 663, 663n. 
management of, change in, 135. 
relations of, wit.h other firms or individuals 

117, 131n, 149, 153, 177, 193n, 37ln, 405. ' 
shareholders of, 165, 177. 

Company of the Indies, lxix, lxxix, 357n, 723, 
1017n. 

-and the Mississippi speculation, 415n. 
bills of exchange on, 673, 693, 749n, 753. 
complaints by, as to long terms of govern-

ment !bills, 817, 817n, 819. 
expansion of, 415n. 
orig-in of, xliii, 409n, 413n. 
payments by, must be made m cash, 575, 

577, 579. 
relations of, with the .Ministry of Marine, 

817n. 
rights and du ties of, 123n, 543n, 639. 
special colonial coinage of, 501 , 503, 511, 

521, 521n, 523, 527, 537, 539, 541, 549, 551, 
571, 573, 575, 577, 579. 

Company of Louisiana, Ix.iii. 
Company of the Nort-h, 19-n. 
Compnny of One Hundred Associates, =vii, 

xxxix, xli, 31n. 
Compnny of St. Vincent, 163. 
Company of the '\\iest, ]xiii, 133n, 197n, 3,5711, 

407, 411, 413n; descriptive note re, 407• 
4H. 

Compnny of the West Indies, xl iii, xiv, xlvii, 
19n, 23, 35, 41, 101n, 105n, 377, 3TTn. 

colonial appointments made by, 7n, 41n. 
fa.ils in keeping it-s agreement, 19n. 
history of, 19n, 57n, 377n. 
special colonial coinage of, 25, 27, 29, 31, 37, 

377, 379, 493. 
Compicgne, 1035n. 
Constitution, of Canada, the, 331-333n. 
Contraband trade, see smuggling. 
Contracts, to be in money of France only, 401. 
Controller of the Marine, see Marine, Con-

troller of the, and names of the various 
controllers. 

Conty, Prince of, 399, 433, 475, 501. 
Convention, of March 1761, the, 1039n, 1043-

1051, 10511t, 1053, 1059, •1061. 
Convoys, losses among, 801n. 
Conwny, Francis Seymour, Earl of Hertford, 

991n, 1019n, 1021n, .1023n, 1027, 1029, 1033n. 
Conway, H. S., 1017n, 1039, 1039n, 1043, 1051, 

1053. 
Cork, Ireland, 885n. 
Corn, Indian, ns a means of exchange, 55. 
Cornette, M., 483. 
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Declarations-Con. 
for relief of debtors on reducti on in the face 

value of the cards (1718) , 433, 447. 
re possession and registration of Canada 

paper, 959, 961, 963, 979, 981, 993, 1045-
1051 . 

re liquidation of the Canada paper, 973, 993. 
Decrees of the King's Counci l of State, 

for a special colonial coinage, 9, 29, 493. 
fo r changing the rating of ·coins, 45, 459, 

485-4 7, 491, 497, 523-525, 529, 559-563. 
for increasing colonia'I rating of French coins 

by one-quarter, 37, 377, 379, 493. 
other coinage decrees, 43, 45. 
re the beaver trade, 119n, 121n, 191. 
for the liquidation, etc., of the Canada 

paper, 885n, 959, 961n, 963, 987, 993, 993n, 
1013, 1037, 1055, 1057. 

for suspension of the payment of bills of 
exchange, 921n, 929, 943, 1005. 

Decrees of the Superior Council of Quebec, 
3, 5, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23, 39, 49, 51, 53, 55. 

Denier , the, 13, 13n, 37. 
the double, 13, 13n. 
special colonial pieces of 6 and 12, 365, 377, 

397, 497. 
pieces of 30, 525. 
pieces of 18 and 27, rated at 24 deniers, 631. 

Denmark, ships of, carry supplies to Canada, 
863n, 891n. 

Dcnonville, J acques R ene de Brisay, Mar
quis ctc, governor 1685-1689, Li . 19 n, 81, 
llln; biog. n ., 79. 

despatches to, 79. 
D'Eon, the chernlier, 1043n. 
De Lino, see Lino, de. 
De l\Ionscignnt, ,ee i\fonseigna.t, de. 
Depreciation , see coins, coinage, card-money. 
Dcsandrouin, 925n. 
Des Assizes, M . de la Grive, 861n. 
Desaw1ie 1·s, Pierre Trottier, Syndic of the 

merchants of Quebec, 701n, 707, 707n, 723; 
biog. n., 705. 

Dcsaunie rs sisters, the, illicit trade of, 781n. 
Deschamlrnult, Jacques Alexis Fleury, 93, 93n. 
Dcseh ambcam.:, M., 917n . 
Deschenaux, M ., 885n, 913n. 
Desclaux, Sr., 891n. 
Desgoutes, Count, 571. 
Des Herbiers, Sr., governor of Ile Royale 

1749-1751, 763n, 809n, 811n, 813n. 
Desm arc ts, Sr., receiving officer for re-rated 

sols marques, 21. 
Dcsmarets, Nicolas (1643-1721), 183n, 191n, 

207n, 209n, 247n, 285, 287, 347n, 35511; 
biog. n ., 267. 

bills of exchange, his policy re, 389. 
card money, his connection with wi rhdrawal 

of first issue of, 267, 289, 291, 293, 295, 
297, 299, 303, 305, 309, 311 , 313, 323, 389, 
665. 

26541- 71~ 

Dcsmarets--C on. 
efforts to rehabil itate paper money, 375n. 
Law's schemes not favoured• by, 413n. 

Des Meloizes, Nicolas Marie Renaud d'Avene 
(1696-1743) , 681, 683, 6S7n; biog, n., 681. 

Des Meloizes, Angelique, 687n. 
Des Plaines, the family, 12911. 
De Tocqueville, Alexis, see Tocqueville. 
Detroit, 257n, 757n. 

settlement at, 789n, 791n, 805n. 
Celoron in command at, 789-79ln. 

Devenne, Marie, 91311. 
Diderot, 85511. 
Dies, for coins, 27. 
Dieskau, Baron de, 805, 831n, 83311, 85:in, 

859n, 861n, 897n, 90in, 923n, 959n. 
Dixieme, the, 1045. 
Dodnn, Charles Gaspard, Marquis d'Herbnult 

(b. 1679), 521, 525, 529, 535, 561 ; biog. n., 
521. 

Dollar, the, xlvii. 
conversion price of, 555, 557, 873. 
import of, and regulations arising from, 51, 

53, 57, 59, 61 , 63, 975. 
melting down of, 135, 137. 
exchange value of, in Boston, 751. 
despatch of, to Acadia, 741, 743n. 

Domain, the King's, in Cnnada, 885n. 
Domain of the West, see Western domain. 
Domergne, Pierre, lessee of the Jerme 1687-

1692, 105n, 117n. 
Domestic affairs, Council of, 30711. 
Dongan, Governor, 63n. 
Doreil, M., 853, 859n, 897n, 905n, 907n, 950n; 

biog. n., 857-859. 
Doubles, copper, special colonial, xliii, 27, 29, 

31. 
Douzain, the, 525. 
Drafts, see bills of exchange. 
Drucourl, Slln, 81311, 81511. 
Dublin, 885n. 
Duchambon, surrender of Louisbourg by, 721n. 
Duchesnay, Mde., suit as to rent of lands 

held by, 513-515. 
Duchesneau, Jacques, intendant 1675-1682, 

55n; biog. n., 41. 
despatches to, 43. 
ordinances, etc., of, 41, 45, 53. 
friction with Frontenac, 4111. 

Dudot, M., 34!ln, 517n. 
Due bills, merchants', a local currency, •l\11, 

61 , 61n. 
Dufort, the fnrm, 731. 
Duhnntmenil, Sr. Vincelotte, suit as to pay

ment of rent to, 773. 
Dun1ns, M., 897n. 
Dumoulin, Mercier and Cartier, business rela

tions of, with the colony and the fur 
companies, 191, 191n, 193n, 19511, 197, 199, 
201, 203, 209n; see also Gayot Dumoulin 
and Mercier. ' 



Exchnngc--C on. 
matters rela ting to, assigned to M. Gaudion 

alone, 389n. 
(in co=ercial sense), 13, 55 61n ; 

promoted by money rather than by 
merchandise, 13. 

Exchange offices, 423. 
E,q,cnditures , the ordinary, xx.xix, 695n, 797, 

803n, 827, 837, 839, 859n, 863n, 883, 885n, 
903, 913, 921, 939, 955, 1007, 1027. 

accounts, statements a nd estimates of, 115, 
387, 463, 465-467, 609, 629, 641, 649, 679, 
71 3, 715, 729, 751, 783n, 805, 831n, 829, 
839, 887, 901 , 931, 937, 939n, 941. 

amount of, 875, 895, 911 , 927, 929, 933, 1059. 
effects of unlimited, 849, 907, 951. 
excess of, over fun ds a vailable, 103n, 113, 

589n, 615, 625, 655, 697, 713, 715, 725. 
increase in, xi i, xlix, )xx.iii, lxxv, lxxvii, 495, 

587, 607n, 669, 673, 805n, 831 , 833, 835, 849, 
863n, 865, 867, 867n , 869, 873, 887, 901, !Jli9; 
causes, !iii, !xix, l=i, 715, 725, 769n, 805n, 
809, 869n, 891, 901 , 939, 1007, 1055. 

efforls to obta in economy in, lxxv, 97, 101, 
463, 551, 589n, 629, 683, 695n, 725, 749n, 
80~ ~83~ 83~ ~~ 83~ ~~~~ 
931, 939n . 

COITuption in, 715, 747, 835, 1013. 
responsibi lity for, Ix.xix, Lxxxi, 881n, 901.· 
payment of, 83, 225, 383n, 449n, 593n, 753, 

911n, 925, 1011, 1023; pol icy of delay in, 
807; in card money, 155, 215, 241, 259, 
615, 62-5, 665, 697; special ,issues of cards 
for , 177, 341 , 393, 399; card money sole 
m eans of, 205, 233, 235, 449, 495; to 
circulate the second series of card money, 
669, 671 , 679; in specie, 225, 495, 829; 

'POiicy of protracting payments of, 807. 
n on-payment of, 211, 215, 219, 221. 

Expenditures, the extraordinary , lxxxiii, 609, 
715, Su5, 819, 833n, 835, 837, 839, 841n, 877, 
885, 929, 939, 943n. 

payment of, Lxxxiii , 225, 383n, 593n, 625, 655, 
661 , 697, 701, 713, 725, 931; in specie, 
lxxiii, 713, 715, 829. 

Explorers , classes and motives of, xx_,_jii . 
Exports , 

beaver, 193n, 199, 201, 203, 219. 
flou r, 219, 273. 
exceed imports, !xx.vii, 693, 695. 
taxes on, 761n. 

Fagon, M ., 413. 
Farmers general, see F ermiers gcneraux. 
Faux monnoyeurs, descriptive note, 591. 
Ferme, t he (as an institution), 

descriptive note, 185; see also Western 
D omain, ,the. 

Ferme in Canada the King's, 131n. 
du ties payable to, type of currency in which 

acceptable, 185. 
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Ferme in Canada- Con. 
lessees and agents of, 87n, 89n, 93n, 119n, 

129n, 185; of the West, see Western 
Domain, the. 

Fermiers, the, descriptive note, 185. 
Fermiers generaux, the, 119n . 
Fieclmont, Jacau de, 815-817; biog. n., 815-617. 
Finance, Controller general of, office of, 105n, 

269n. 
Finance, the Council of, 305n, 355n, 413n, 

483n ; origin, functions, 269n, 307n. 
Ministry of, 297n, 831. 
F rench viewpoint on, 261n. 

Finances of Canada, the, xii, xiv, L\'.Xi, 55n, 
605, 8-35, 847n, 887n, 893n, 927. 

Bigot's handling of, Lwx, 769n. 
effect of currency changes on, 489n. 
effect of war on, !xx.ix, Ix.xx.i ii, Ix.xx.ix, 211, 

215. 
embarrassment of, !vii, ,)ix, L.._i , 1.=iii, 43n, 

69n, 105n,, 215, 241, 703, 819, 819n, 821, S47n, 
869n, 885n, 887, 935, 949-95ln, 971; result
ing in issue of card money a nd discredit 
of bills of e.xchange, 69, 69n, 161, 163, 235. 

efforts to rehabilitate, 221n, 483n, 517n, 711, 
841n. 

organization of, 223, 225, 605n. 
see al.so acquits, bills of exchange, card 

money, expenditures, etc. 
Finances, of France, xlvii, lix, b:i, 867-n, 929, 

933, 939n, 941, 945, 945n, 949, 1011. 
Fines, money in which payable, 403, 613, 731. 
Fire-arms, 19, 53. 
Fish, first resource e::i.-ploited in North 

America, =.-xiii 
salt, eJ>.-po rt to West Indies, 6i3. 

Fisheries, the, 803n . 
effect of bad currency condi tions on, 329, 

671. 
Flaons, copper, 501, 501 n. 
Fleuriau, M., 521, 535, 537n . 
Fleury, M., merchant of La Rochelle, 139, 

139n, 153, 191n, 697. 
Fleury, Joly de, attorney-general of France, 

371n. 
Fleury, Cardinal, chancellor, 1717-1746, 537n, 

551n, 779n. 
Flour, 15, 671, 683. 

export of, 219, 273, 63711, 673. 
local trade in, 133n. 
mills, Cadet's, 915n. 

Fontnnicu, Gaspar-Moise de, Marquis de 
Fienne (1694-1767), 955, 965, 987n, 100511, 
1017, 1021n, 103311, 1035n, 1037n, 1055, 
1061 ; biog. n., 955-957. 

Fontnnicu, Moise Augustin de, treasurer 
general of the Marine, 139, 171, 279, 419; 
biog. n., 139. 

Forant, .M., Governor of Ile Royale (d. li40), 
72111, 743n. 
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Fur trade, the, xxx.iii, xli, xliii, xlvii, xlix, Ii, 
!vii, !xv. 255, 425n. 

Gage, Thomas, Governor of Montreal, 971, 
971n, 981, 983n, 993n, 995n, 1001, 1003. 

Galissonniere, M arquis de la, see La Galis--
sonniere. 

Gamache, Nicolas, 773. 
Gambling, at Louisbourg, 813n. 
Gamelin, Sr., 761n. 
Garrin, M., 121. 
Gaspe, 875, 939n. 
Gaud.ion, Pierre Nicolas, treasurer-general of 

the M arine, 173, 207, 211 , 275, 307n, 311, 
371 , 395, 397, 399, 401, 413, 433, 439, 445, 
465, 467, 497, 499; biog. n., 207. 

bills of exchange drawn· on, !xi, 277, 287, 289, 
291, 297, 299, 301, 303, 305, 307, 309, 311, 
313, 315, 317, 319, 321 , 323, 335, 353, 355, 
389, 389n, 395, 413, 415, 417, 421, 429, -131, 
435, 441, 443, 445, 447, 449, 455, 457, 465, 
469, 471, 665, 667. 

instructions to, 471. 
special duties in connection with the accounts 

of Canada, 389n. 
writs against, fo r deb t, !xi, 303, 335. 

see also Marine, Treasurers General of the. 
Gaulin, Pere, military and polit.ical activities 

of, 21 7, 217n. 
Gaultier, Sr., 603n. 
Gay, see Gayot. 
Gayot, Bouelet and Pasquier, 

business relations of, with the colony of 
Canada, 119n, 129n, 131n, 145n. 

Gayot, Dumoulin and Mercier, 
business relations with the colony of Canada, 

119n, 129, 131n, 133n, 145n. 
Gayot, Jean Baptiste Joseph, 131n, 139n, 193n . 

see also Aubert, Neret and Gayot; Gayot, 
Dumoulin and Mercier; Neret and Gayot, 
etc. 

Gcncralitcs of the Kingdom, the, 221n. 
debentures on t he, for redelillJ)tion of card 

money, 221, 247, 251, 259n, 261. 
Geoffrin, M., 521, 537, 559. 
Geudre, M., 483, 503, 521, 537, 559. 
Gillet, M ., 85. 
Glace Bay, coal from , 347n. 
Glemet, M ., 953. 
Gold, JDGciii, 

ratio to silver, 477n, 533. 
standard of fineness of, 477n. 

Goldsmiths, defacing of coins by, forbidden, 
481. 

Goods, see mercluindise. 
Gottem·ille, Sr. de, 677n. 
Gourdea u.x, Sr., reduces rent of bis censiltzi-

res, 731, 733. 
Gournay, Marquis de, see Chaillon, Michel 

Amelot de. 
Goutin, Mathieu de, 125n, 135; biog. n., 137. 

his difficulties with bhe currency in Acadia, 
161, 163, 189. 

Government, see under Canada, England, 
France. 

Governor, the, 67, 799n. 
constitutional position of, xliii, 41n, 225, 331, 

333, 333n, 425n, 565n, 593n, 833n • jurisdic
tion of, relative .to that of the intendant, 
51n, 837. 

corruption, charges of, against, 333, 335. 
duties and responsibilities of, in the issue 

and control of card money, 145, 225, 227, 
245, 329, 381, 383, 389, 591n, 643, 709, 777, 
925, 951. 

instructions to, 101n, 197n, 233n. 
of Montreal, the, 333n, 425n, 675. 
responsibility of, for augmented expenses, 

717n, 749n, 833n. 
salary of, 225. 

see also names of individual governors. 
Gradis, Abraham (1699-1780), 797, 867n; biog. 

n., 797-801. 
Gradis, David (d. 1751), prominent mercilant, 

797n, 799n. 
Grains, as media of exchange, 55. 
Grandadier, Lieut., 1003, 1035. 
Grant, Robert, 1037. 
Greenwood, William, 1037. 
Gresham's Law, 969n. 
Greysae, Sr. de, representations as to need 

for ,additional card money, 645, 645n. 
Grignon, Jean, a partner of Hazeur's, 123n. 
Guerchy, Count de, see Regnier, Clll.uc!e 

FranQois Louis. 
Guiana, 55n. 
Guigues, Louis, 119n, 149, 151, 155, 161, 177. 
Guillimin, Sr. Charles, (d. 1744), 603n, 619, 

741; biog. n., 741. 
Guinea, rating, 519, 975. 
Guyenne, battalion of, 855. 
Guyon, Louis, suit as to payment of rent by, 

733. 
Habitant, the, 

currency questions, as affecting the, :dv, 
xlvii, h.xxvii, 667; card money, 273, 283, 
329, 333, 391, 433, 767; other paper money, 
763, 797, 849, 851n, 875, 899, 919n, 937, 941, 
941n, 943n, 955. 

general condition of, lxxi, 67n, 495, 697, 763, 
793, 929, 971, 997. 

hoarding, of card money by, I.xvii, lxxvii, 
bocxvii, 873, 877, 887n, 1025n; of specie, 
b{Vii, Jn..·w, L=ii, 851, 871, 891, 921n, 
961n, 969n. 

Haimard, M., 121. 
Haldim:md, Sir Frederick, 943n, 993, 993,~, 

995n, 1003n. 
Halifax, Earl of, see Dunk, George Mont.agu. 
Halifax, N.S., 745n, 991n. 
Harvests, the, 915n, 985n. 
Hat trade, the French, 197n, 337, 337n. 
Havre de Grace, 81n. 
Hazcur, Jenn Fran~ois, 121, 125, 125ri, 147, 

619; biog. n ., 123. 
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Intendant, the, 
card and ,paper money, his part in the issue 

and control of, 145, 225, 227, 245, 329, 381, 
383, 389, 539, 591, 643, 673, 709, 777, 871, 
877. 883, 925, 931, 951, 1007. 

constitut ional position of, xliii, 41n, 225, 
425n, 575, 575n, 833n, 913 ; instructions to, 
101n, 197n, 233n, 803n, 859n; jurisdiction 
of, relative t o t hat of the governor, 55n, 
593n, 837, 907n. 

corruption alleged against, 227, 767n. 
li ttle control over expenditure, 749n, 769n, 

803n, 903; financial difficult ies of, owing 
to government policy, 717n, 753. 

salary of, 225. 
see also names of individual intendants. 

Interest, 
rate of, on suspended bills of exchange, 931, 

933, 935, 949, 1011 ; on the reconnoissances, 
961n, 1011, 1019, 1041, 1043. 

Iroquois, the, xxxix, xli, xlv, xlix, 55n, 79n, 
111n, 113, 333n, 791n, 803n, 869n. 

Irving, P. E., 945n. 
Jesuits, the, xxx.ix, 333n, 949n. 
Jeudy, Sr., 787, 789. 
Jews, foreign, Grad.is' relations with, 79711, 

799n. 
Johnson, Sir William, 739n, 897n. 
Jonquicre, Governor, see La Jonquiere. 
Joublin, John, counterfeiter, 277. 
Journal des Campagnes au Canada de 1755 

a 1760, (Malartic), 923n. 
Joybert, Pierre de, seigneur of Soulange, 129n. 
Juehereau, Sr., chosen as beaver traders' agent 

in France, 119n. 
Judge, first regular, at Montreal, 69. 
Kahn, Peter, 757n. 

his opinions as to the buffalo, 793n. 
Kruninistigaya, post of, 143n. 
Kamouraska, seal fishery at, 125n. 
Kikapous, Celoron's visit to the, 791n. 
La Barre, Antoine, Lefevre de (d. 1688), 

governor 1682--1685, 61, 63, 65, 265n ; biog. 
n. , 55. 

despatches of, 61 , 65. 
ordinances of, 19n, 53. 

La Biche, the frigate, 125n. 
La Borde, M ., treasurer and attorney ge.ieral 

of Louisbourg, 815n. 
La Bouffone, ship, 103. 
Labourers, 

effect of unsatisfactory currency conditions 
on rate and mode of payment of, 273, 283, 
391 , 433, 623, 661, 663, 667, 701, 873, 893, 
925. 

high standard of living of, 849. 
paid in k,ind, 25. 

La Chapelle, M. de, secretary to the Council 
of Marine, 337, 33711, 369, 373, 375, 393, 397, 
419, 489. 

La Chine, private goods at, 903. 

La Diane, frigate, 827. 
La Ferte, M. de, 11. 
L'Affriquain, ship, 179, 217. 
La Fidclle, frigate, 827. 
Laforce, Sr., 689; biog. n., 689. 
La Friponne, 915n. 
La Galissonniere, Roland Michel Bartin, 

Marquis de, (1693-1756) , 753, 769n, 775, 
787n, 789, 791n; biog. n., 755-757. 

despatches from, 755; to, 775. 
appointment of, 565n, 779n, 841n. 
aggressive attitude of, towards the English, 

781n. 
views of, on the position of Canada, 781n, 

803n. 
La Garde, Antoine de, 121, 225. 
La Gauchetiere, M., 739n. 
Lagny, ,lean Baptiste de, 101 ; biog. n., 101. 
Lagroix, Sr. (d. 1748), 749, 751; biog. n.,. 

749-751. 
La Haye, John, counterfeiter, 277. 
Ln Hollnnde, ship, 189. 
La Houssaye, Felix le Pelletier de (d. 1723) ,. 

409n, 483n, 491, 497, 503; biog. n., 483. 
Laine, the brothers, 763n. 
La Jommerai t, Mme., 971. 
La Jonchcre, M. de, treasurer general of t!ie · 

extraordinaries of war, 311. 
La Jonquicre, Pierre Jacques de Taff11nel, . 

Marquis de (1685-1752) , governor 1749-
1752, 687n, 721n, 731n, 763n, 769n, 783n, 
789n, 803n, 831n, 985n; biog. n., 779-783. 

appointment of, 565n, 755n, 757n. 
aggressive attitude of, towards the English, 

781n; fails to drive them from the Ohio, 
791n. 

views of, on the position of Canada, 781n, 
803n. 

incidents in the career of, 755n, 779n. 
question as to the integrity of, 781n, 783n. 

La Joue, Sr., 217. 
Lalanne, Armand Laporte de, 699; biog. n ., . 

699. 
L'Alcidc, ship, 847, 873; capture of, 859n. 
La Loire, ship, 203. 
La l\fagoierc, Mde de, 297. 
La Martiniere, Claude de Bermeo, Sieur de, 

(d. 1719), 51, 55, 59, 265, 683n; biog. n., 
265. 

L'Ami des Hommes (Mirabeau), 901n. 
Lnmoigoon, Cretien Fran~ois, 933n. 
Lamoigoon, Guillaume, Seigneur de Blanc-

mesnil et Malesherbes (1683-1772), chan- . 
cellor 1750-1768; biog. n., 933. 

La l\lothc, Dubois de, 859n. 
La l\lothe, Jacques de, 23. 
La .l\lutine, ship, 447, 449. 
Land, cannot be cleared, owing to lack of a .. 

currency, 671. 
Landricve, Sr., 983n. 
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Whcnt, 637n, 715, 791, 921, 92111. 
as a means of exchange xliii, 15, 23, 25, 55. 
attempt at a monopoly in, 597. 
price of, 273. 
trade in, with French West Indiea, 129n. 

Wild-cat skins, the unit of currenry at Nia
gara, 689, 691n . 

Windmills, 34in. 
Wine, duties on to be paid in money of 

France (1705), 141. 
Wolfe, General James, 951n. 
Workmen, see labourers. 
Wyndham, Sir Charles, Earl of Egremont 

(1710-1763), 967, 981; biog. n., 933. 
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