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COPPER CO IN AGE OF TIIE BUITISII COLONIES : 
IN AM EUIOA. 

BY ·nm REV. H . Cmusn!.A.S, F .R.S. 

PASSING from the coinage of those states, once colonies 
of Great Britain, but now independent republics, we 
come to the currency of those which still retain their 
allegiance to the mother country; and we commence with 
the North American colouies in the order in which they 
were founded, but must first notice the 

COLONIAL COINAGE OF GEORGE IV. 

In the years 1822-1823, an attempt seems to ham 
been made to institute one universal coinage for the 
British colonies, in the terms of dollars and cents; copper 
pieces were struck of this cla s of one and brn cents, or 
the 50th and 100th part of the dollar respectively. 

These are seldom found except as proofs, and are very 
rare. 

PJ,;N N Y. 

1. Obv.-GEOR : iv : D : o : nm : REX: 

Bust of the king to left, lnnreate aud draped. 
R cv.- coLONIAL: • 

In a wreath of oak leaves. 
1 

·5u 

DOLLAR . 

In cxerguc, 1 _3_ \\"eight, 2GS grains. 
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,j, COPJ'Elt COINAGE 01' THE AMERICAN COLONCES . 

HALFPENNY. 

2. Obv.-oEon: IY: D : o: nn1: REX: 

King's bust, as the last. 

Rev.-CO L ON I ,\L: 

'i~re:ith of o:ik leans, within 
l 

100 
DOLLAR. 

In the cxergue, 1823. vYeight, 145 g rains. 

This coinage has plain edges, and is beautifully 
executed, the head is the same as that on the Irish 
halfpenny and penny of the same year. 

BRI'l'ISH NORTH AMERICA. 

The currency, and particularly the copper currency, of 
13rit.ish North America consists chiefly of tokens. Many 
of these are issued by banks, sonrn by private persons­
some were struck in England and sent over to be issued in 
America, and some are the work of native artists. 

The first colony planted by the British power in North 
America, among those which now ack nowledge al legiance 
to the British crown, is Newfoundland, which dates so 
far back as the year 1500. Of this colony we h ave two 
tokens. 

1. Obv.- PER MARE PER TERRAS. 

'l'helegencl on a scroll under the R utherford arms 
- withi11 a tressure of roses and th istl es argent, an 
orb gules; in chief, three martl ets, sable ; sup ­
porters, two horses ; crest, a mermaid. 

Rev.-n. & J. s. RUTITERFOR D .,, NEW FOLI ' OLA ND ,. 

A fleece suspended ; beneath it, s·r. JOHN'S . 

2. Obv.- PER MARE PER TERRAS. 

On a scroll under the Rntherford arms, as o n 

the last; below, tlrn elate 1846 . 
Re11.-RUTHER FORD BROS. ,;;. NEWFOUNDLAND ,;;. 

A fleece suspended; below it, IIAHnou u CRACE. 
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COPPER COINAGE OF 'J'IJE .AMERICAN COLONIES. 5 

Next in order comes Cape Breton, founded ,LD. 1584, 
of which colony we have no coins. 

Next rank .t: ova Scotia and New Tirunswick, both 
dating from 1622. 

Of coins issued by the authority of government . for 
Nova Scotia, there are none save of the present reign; they 
are the work of Mr. vVyon, and are worthy of his repu­
tation. vVe have cents and h alf cents of the date 1861. 

CENT. 

1. Obv.-vr c T OR CA D. G. DRITT. REG. u. n. 

Bust of the queen to left, laureate and draped, 
as on the English hal fpenny. 

R e·v .-ONE C ENT. N OVA SCOTI A . 

vYithin a wreath, 1861; beneath it, a crown. 

HALF CENT . 

2. Qbv.-VCCTORIA D . G. DR ! TT. REG. F. D. 

Bust of the queen, as before. 
Rev.-HALF CENT. NOV,\ SCOTI A . 

, iVithin a wreath, 1861; beneath it, a crown. 

'l'he earliest tokens of Nova Scotia are of the r eign of 
George III., and present his portrait; they are struck at 
Halifax, and are all halfpennies. 

3. Obv.-HALFPENNY T OKEN. 

Bust of Geo. III. to right, draped and lau­
reate ; beneath, 1815. 

R ev.-rA.YAULE BY JOH N ALEXR. BARRY. 

A ship in foll sai l ; beneath, HA.LIFAX. 

A nothcr specimen has a larger bu t . 

4 . Obv.-HALFPENNY TOKEN. 

King's bust as before, within a circle ; beneath, 
1814. 

J?ev.-r AY.\llLE DY H OSTEHM ,\N & E '.l' TER . 

A public building; beneath, HALIFAX. 
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G C0l' P1'R COINAGli OF ·rn E ,\ ~l E !llCAN COL O)l rnS. 

5. Obv.- IIAL FPENNY ·ro1rnN. 
The Jdn ,,,. 's bnst ns N o. 2, b ut lnrg er nnd 

0 
' 181 r: without the circle; beneath , o . 

R ev.- Snme as N o. 2. 

6. Obv,-HALFPE~NY TOKEN . 
'l'he king's bnst, ns N o. 1 , but lurg er nnd 

coarser ; below, 1 14:. 

R ev.- PAYAilLE BY CARR!TT ,<;. ALI'ORT. 
A ship in fn ll sail ; below, !lALIFAX. E dge 

milled . 

Another specimen has the edge plain and smaller letters. 

7. Ob v.- BROKB-H AL IFA X, NOVA SCOTIA . 
Bust to left in uniform. 

R ev.-BRITA:K NIA. 
F ig ure of Britannia as on th e Eng lish coins of 

1806: in th e d istance t wo ships. In ex erg n e, 
18 14:. E dg e milled . 

Another pecimen has a larger bust . 

8. Obv.- sTARR AND HANNON, HALIFA X. 
A n I ndian to left ,vith bow a nd a rrow, a d og 

by his side; beneath, 1 15 . 

R ev,-lIALFPENNY '!'OKEN- NOYA SCOT IA. 
A ship in full sai l. Edg e eng rai led. 

n. Obv.-COM?uB RCIAL CHA NGE . 
I ndian, as N o. 

R ev.-As N o. 8 . Edge plain . 

10. Obv.-PAY ABLE AT w . A. ,';. s . DLA CK' s, HALIFA X, N.S. 
A cask m arked NA JL!l & SPIKES, betw een a 

scythe blade and a sickle; above i t two spade!! 
crossed. 

R ev.-WllOLESALE & RETAIL llA HDWARE STORE. 
F ront view of a house; beneath, 18 1 6, 

11. (, bv.- ll ALffAX- NO VA SCOTIA . 
Same as No. 8. 

R ev.- Same as No. 8. 
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COPPE R COINAGE OF 'rll E A.\'lETtlCA::-.' COJ.ONIES. 7 

1 2. Obv.-n ALFPENNY TOKE:-1. 

\i\'ithin a ci rcle a cask marked SPIKES, 1'ATl. s , 

&:c. ; date below, 1 15. 
R ev.-l MI'OR'rEll OF InOlOI OKGEP.Y, UA P.D\YAP.ES, &c. 

'v\'i thin a circle, i n six lines, 1·A YABLE I 1w I 
~!.!LES w. I WFIJTF, I H A J, IFAX I N .S. 

lIALlFAX l·IALF'f'ENNY. 

13. Obv. -l!AI.FPENN Y T OKEN. 

P ortrait of George III. to rig ht, l::rnreatc 
and draped; underneath, 1815. 

• Rev.-A th ree-masted ship sailing to the right; in the 
distance to the left, another ship. I n the exergnc, 
HALIFAX. vYcight, 101 grains. 

The portrait on this token is copied from the Engli ·h 
half1Jenny of 1806. It is milled 011 the edge in straight 
lines. 

GEORGE IV. 

There is a sen es of penny and halfpenny tokens of 
ova Scotia, ranging from 1 22 to 1832, bearing tire 

portrait of George I V. 

PEN::-.'Y . . 
14. Obv.-Pnov1NCE OF Nov,1c c o-r1 ,1. 

Bust of George I V . to the left, laureate and 
draped. 

R ev.-ONE PENJ\Y TOKEN. 

A two-leaved thistle. I n the exerg ne, 1 2-1:. 
Vi. eight, 260 grains. 

This coin is coarsely executed, bnt the ,rnrkmauship is 
n ot bad; it i milled round the edge. It occur · of the 
following dates, 182--1: and 1832. 

rrhe portrait of George IV. is coutiuuecl on the coin, 
struck cluriug the reign of his brother, ·w illiam I V. 
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8 COPPE!t COINAGE OP 'l'HE ,DrEltICAN COLONIES . 

HALPPENNY. 

15. Obv .-rROVINCE OF NOV,\ SCOTIA. 

Bust of George IV. , ns on the penny. 

R ev.-HALFPENNY '!'OKEN . 
A two-leaYed thi stle. In the excrguc, 182:,. 

\7\'eight, 115½ to H1 grains. 

'rl1is coin is milled on the edg·e, aud occm s of the dcttcs 

1823 m1d 1832. 

V IC'l'ORL\. 

-Of the same type as the foregoing we have p~111n es 
and halfpennies of the present reign. 

PENNY, 

16. Obv.-PROVINCE OF NOVA sco'!' LA. 
Head of Queen Victoria to the right, filleted; 

the neck bare. 
Rev.-ONE PENNY '!'OKEN. 

A two-leaved thistle. In the cxergue, 1840. 
·w eight, 267½ grains. 

HALFPENNY. 

17. Obv.-PP.OVJNCE OP NOVA SCOTIA. 

Head of Queen Victoria to the right, fill eted ; 
the neck bare. 

Rev.-HALFPEN NY '!'OKEN. 

A two-leaved thistle. In the excrgue, 1840. 
Weight, 142 grains. 

The coins which bear the head of Victoria are very 
inferior in point of workmanship to those ·which present 
the portrait of George I V . I ndeed, it would be difficult 
to find anything in modern art more despicable. 

The penny occurs of the dates 1840, 184'3, 1856; and 
the halfpenny of the dates 184,0, 184,3, 1856. Both are 
milled on the edge, and no proofs in any metal are known, 
either of these or the similar coins bearing the head of 
George IV. 
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corPEll. COINAGE OF TIIE A~IERICA N COLONIES . 9 

A11othcr type of the Nova Scotia token is of far better 
workmausli ip. 1 

PENNY. 

18. Obv.-v1 cTortt A: n: o: Bfl ! TANNL\l'.: 1tr.o: F: D. 185G. 
H ead of the q11een to left, wearing an open 

coronet, of which ouly the front is seen ; the 
neck bare. 

Rev.-PHOVI :SCE OF NOV,\ SCOT !,\ PEN:S-Y TOKEN. 

An almudant sprig of the l\fay-flower, with 
leases and blossoms; edge plain. '\Yeight, 2;.,G 
g rains. 

HALFPENNY. 

1 Q. Obv.-v1cT01t1A : D : G : nnr-rAXKIAR : REG: F : D : 185G. 
H ead of the queen, as on the penny. 

R e v .-rnoVI NCE OF NOVA SCO TIA. IIALF l ' E:-1 :SY TOKEN. 

Type as tl~ p~nuy. \\-e ight, 11 6 grains. 

NO VA SCOTIA A.ND NE\Y BllUNS\\"IOK. 

HALFPENNY. 

20. O b v .-NOVA SCOTI A AND NEW 13RUNSW!CK. 

A ship in full sail. In exergue, succEss. 

Rev.-R.\LFPlm:S Y TOKEN . 

A female seated on a bale of goods ; in her 
righ t hand scales, in her left a cornucopia; in the 
distance a sh ip. Edge milled. 

2 1. Obv.-rAYA 13 LE AT TUE STORE OF J . BROWN. 

A ship in foll sail. 
R ev.-NEMO ME HlPUNE L ACESS!T. 

A fou r-leased thfotle. 

1 There :n e a penny and a halfpenny which nre often · upposed 
to Lclong to the colony of N o,·a Scotia, on account of the si milarity 
of workm anship wlli ch they displny to the coins of George IV. 
already describel1. The halfpenny bears th e legend:-

Obv. - rut:E I COPPER I PI\EFEflACLE ·j TO I P.\ P ER. 

J 11 fh- e lines . 
Rl'l".---Tn a wre.lth of oak and sllnmroek, ,rn Irbhma11 with 

a shilld:\0·h in 1,i;, rig ht ll :111cl, aml a sprig of 
C: 
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10 COPPER COINAGE OF THE A~fE!tICAN COLONIES, 

NEvV BRUNSWICK. 

Of coius issued by the authority of government, for 
New Brunswick, there are none save the cent recently 
issued; it is like that of Nova Scotia, from the hand of 

Mr. Wyon. 
CEN1' , 

1. Obv.-VICTOR1A D, G. D RITT, REG. F.D, 

Bust of the queen to the left, drnpecl nncl 
laureate, a8 on the English halfpenny. 

Rev .- ONE CENT. NEW BRU NSWICK. 

Within a wreath the date, 1861 ; beneath it, n 
crown. 

Of tokens there are two distinct coinages, both executed 
in England. The first presents the head of the queen, 
with an open crown; the second filleted. 

slrnmrock in l1is left. An embodiment of the 
line, " ·with a sprig of shillelagh and shamrock 
so green." Edge milled. 

This seems only connected with the penny by the legend of 
the obverse ; it is a light coin, weighing only 11 ::l½ g rains. 'l'he 
penny now to be described weighs 173¼ grains, and has the 
edge plain. -

PE NNY. 

Obv.-PURE COPPER PREFERABLE TO PA PER, 

A rough, coarse portrait of George IV. to the 
left, draped and laureate, 

Rev.-TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 

A figure representing commerce to the left, 
seated on a bale of merchandise, hoklin o- in her 
right hand an olive branch, and in l~ r left a 
caduceus. In the distance, to the right, a ship. 
In the exergue, 183 . 

These coins are, however, only provincial tokens of the 
mother country. 
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COPPER COINAGE OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES. 11 

First Coinage. 

PENNY. 

2. Obv.-VIOTOillA DE! GnATI A REGINA. 

Bust of the queen to the left, wearing an open 
crown ; beneath the head, 1843. 

Rev.-NEW DR0NSWICK. ONE PENN Y TOKEN . 

A frigate to the left, with herstallding rigging, 
but without sails. v--V eight, 268 grains. 

Bronze proofs exist of this coin, which is of the highest 
order of workmanship. 

H ALr'PENNY, 

3 . Obv.-VICTORIA DEi GRATIA REGINA. 

Bust, as Oil the penny. 
R ev. - NEW IlRUNSWIOK. HALFPENNY T OKEN. 

Ship, as on the penny. vV eight, 135 grains. 

Bronze proofs exist, but are very rare. 

S econd Coinage. 

PENNY. 

4. Ol.rv.-VICTORIA DEi GRATIA REGIN A. 
Ilnst of the queen to left, filleted; beneath, 

1854. 
R ev.-NE\V nnUNSWICK. ONE P ENNY CURRENCY. 

Oinquefoils divide the parts of the legend. 
The frigate as before. 

HALFPENNY. 

5. Qbv.-VICTOnIA DEI GRATIA REGINA. 

Bust of the queen, as Oil No. 3 ; beneath, 1854:. 

Rev.-NEW BRUNSWICK . IIALF!'ENNY CUnRENCY. 

Cinqncfoils divide the legend. 'l'he frigate as 
before. 
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12 COPPER COINAGE 01' THE AMF.nICAN COLONrnS . 

ST. JOHN'S, NEW BRUNSvYICK. 

HALFPENNY , 

6. Obv.-1,on l'Unuc Acco~nrODA'rION . 

A ship iu fnll sail. 
Rcv.-ST. JOLIN's, N}:w JmUNSWICJC. 

Star of eight points; iu the fi.eh1, in three 
lines, IIALF I l' EN NY I TOKEN. Edge rnilled. 

MAGDALEN I 'LAND. 

PEN ' Y. 

1. Obv.-MAGDALm,• r L.IND TOKF.N. 

vYitliin a circle, a seal ; below, + 1 15 +-
Rev.-succEss TO TJIB F[SllERY. ON~: Pll NNL 

"\Vithiu a circle, a cod-fish, split for salting . 
Edge engraiicd. 

PIUNCE EDWARD'S L. L.\ND. 

HALl'PEN!\"L 

1. Obv.-SPEED TTIE PLOUGlI. 

A plough. 
Rev. - SUCCESS TO T IH: FISTIERTE ' , 

A cod-fish split for salting. ' truck about 1 40. 

2. Obv.- PBINCE EDW,1 nn's r su ND. 

In the field, 1855. 
Rev.-sELF I cov 1orn11rnNT I AND I FRBE / TRADE. 

In five lines. 

Another bas date 1857, but Edward, for .Edward's. 

CANADA. 

Of this important portion of the Briti ·h empire, we 
have a considerable numher of coins. 'l'hcse may be 
divided into three classes :--
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COPPER CO INAGE 0-F TUE A~IERlCAN COLONIES. 13 

I. 'rhose struck for circulation in both provinces. 
II. Tl1osc for U11pcr Canada. 

lII. 'l'hose for L ower Canada. 

Of the first class the chief coins will be the beautiful 
pieces prepared hy Mr. ·wyon, and which consist of cent;( 
0111y. 

CENT . 

1. Obv.-VICTORIA DEI GRATI.1- REGINA. CANADA, 

v'i' ithin a beaded circle, the queen's head to 
left, laureate. 

Rev.-Withiu n ,Yrenth of leaves, iu a beaded circle, ONE 

CEN'r I 1S5S. I n three lines. 

This coin occurs also of 1859. 
'rhe h ead on this coin, and, indeed, the whole obverse, 

was designed for a.n English coinage; but the inner beaded 
circle not beiug approved, the design was r ejected. It 
may be observed, that this inner circle, very rarely seen 
on coins of the present day, was copied, by desire of the 
Master of the Mint, from the bronze coinage then recently 

issued by the Emperor N apoleou III. 

HALFPENNY, 

2. Qbv .- FOR J.'IDl L I 0 AC0O::IDIODATION. 

A ship in fnll sail. 

Rev.-CANAD A I IIALl:' I l'ENNY I TOKEN. 

In four Jines. 

3. Obv.- 'l'OliEN. 

Bust of George IV. to right, laurentc and 
draped ; under it., 1S20. 

l ?ev.-xo.n:ru ,n::;T C0).11',l.lO". 

A uea,·cr. E dge engrailcd. 
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1 ,.1, COPPER COINAGE OP THE AMERI CAN COLONIES. 

4. Obv.-CAN,\DA J 1830. 
In two lines. 

Rev.-JJALF J PENNY. 
In two lines. 

Another has the date 1841. 

CE NT. 

5. Obv .- ONE I 1855 J CENT. 

In three lines. 
R ev .-FISIIElUES. AGnICULTUil !,. 

Jn the field, AND. 

UPPER CANADA. 

PENNY. 

6. Obv.-DANK CJF Ul'PER CANADA. 

St. Georg" on horseback, to the right, slaying 
the dragon. In the exergue, between two roses, 
1850. On the ground, under the dragon, 
R. K. & Co. 

R ev.-DANK TOKEN . ONE PENNY, 

Arranged so as to be read without turning. 
Two cornucopire ; on the outer side of each a 
small rose; between them, an axe_. an anow, an 
anchor, and a sword, bound together by a wreath 
and by a cable; the whole snrmounted by the im­
perial crown, over which is a small rose. T o the 
right of the crown, the Union Jack partially 
displayed. 

W eight, 245 grains. 

HALFPENNY. 

7. Obv.-DANK OF UPPER CANADA. 

As the penny. 
R ev,-DANR TOKEN . lIALFPENNY. 

As the penny. 
Weight, 118 grains. 

• 'l'hese coins are extremely well executed, and the device 
on the obverse is copied from Pistrucci's crown piece. 
Both occur of the dates, 1850, 1852, 1857. 
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COPPER COINAGE OP THE A~IEitlCAN COLONIES. 15 

Of private tokens there are a considerable number, 
some dating back so far as 1794. 

HALFPE NNY. 

8. Obv.-0N1, TT ALFPENNY. 
Within a ci rcl e, COPPER I COMPANY I OF UPrER I 

CANAD,\. In fou r l ines. 

R ev.- FF.llTil,ITAT Elll DIVITIASQUE Cllt(,'U)IFERDlU. 
L egend on a raised border . A river god, w i th 

trident in his l eft hand, Jeans h is right arm on an 
urn, from \\•hich water ffows; on _the exergual line, 
PoNTHON. In exergue, 17G4. 

9. Obv.-SUCCESS TO TITE COIDU:llCF. OF UPPER ,um LOWER 
C.1.N;U).-\. 

A ship under sail. 

Rev.-SILl rs,uc I DROCK, DART. I THE BERO OF I UPPER 
c.1.N,tD,i I wno FELL aT TITE J GLoruoos DaTTLE OF I 
QUEENSTOWN HEIGJI'rS I ON THE 13TH OCTil. I 1812. 

In nine lines. Edge milled. 

10. Obv.- srn ISAAC DROCK, THE HERO OF UI'R. c.,NAD.\. 
'l'wo angels h olding a ,vreath over an nrn 

placed on a pedestal inscribed, F ell Oct. 13, 1812. 

R ev.-SUCCESti TO COMA!ERCE, .\ND PBACE TO TH,; WORLD. 
In the fi eld, 1 816; above and bel ow the date, 

a star. Edge milled. 

11. Obv.-""H.\LFPENNY TOKEN, UPPER CAN.\DA. 
A sl oop under sail. 

Rev.-CO:lllUERCI.\L CIIANGE. 
An Indian to l eft, with bow and arrow, a dog 

by his side. In exergue, 18 15. Edge milled. 

12. Obv.-Same as N o. 11. 
R ev.-COMl\IERCl.\L CD.\1'G'E. 

An anvil; abov e it, two spades crossed; bel ow, 
1820. .Edge milled. 

13. Obv.- Same us No. ll. 

Rcv.-COi\DIERCL\L CII,\NGE. 
A cask i nscri bed UPl'Eil CA:-IADA; below, 1821. 

Ed
0

c m illed. 
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16 COPPER COIN AGE 01' TII E ,DlEllT CAN COLONU:S , 

14:. Obv.-Smne as No. 11. 
R ev.-TO FACJLI1'.\ TE '.l'ltAllJ-:. 

A plough; bcnc:tth, 1823. Etlgc millc,1. 

This coin occurs also with the date, 1833. 

15. Obv.-Same as No. 11. 
Rcv.-co,rnERCI.l L CJJ ANGE, 

Between a scythe-blade an<1 a vi ce, :in anY il , 
with hammer :tnd tongs ; above, two spa(les 
crossed; below, 1833 . 

l G. Ob v.- rnonNCE OF UPPER CANAJlA, 

Bust of George I V. to the loft, laureate a1Hl 
draped. 

R ev.- 11,\ LFPEN:1-.'Y TOKEN. 

Brit:tnnia, copied from the Engli sh coinage of 
l S0G. In exergue, 1832. Edge cngrail cd . 

17. Qbv. -- J,F.ST,IE ,1, SONS-Y0lllC, KI;\"GSTON, ,\: DUNDAS. 

Justice, with sword and scales. 
R ev.-rnosr1rnrn: TOC,\N,\D,\ . LA l'RUD!lN E ET f , \ C \ Nll!W lt. 

A plough ; above it, T OKEN; below it, 11 ,1 LL' ­

PENNY. 

TWOPE NCE. 

18. Ob v.-LESLIB .\: SONS, TORONTO ,\: DUN D,\ S. 1822. 
J ustice, slantl ing, as in No. 17. 

R ev.-rROSPElll'l'Y 1'0 C,l.N,\ D,\. LA PRUJJl, NC I•: Wl' T. -1 C-1 NJJEUR . 

A plough ; above it, T OKEN ; below it, 2D. 
c unr:EN CY. 

l'ENNY, Oll PIECE Ot' 1'WO SOUS. 

1n. Ol, v,-l'ROYINCE DU llAS C,l. NADA, I DEUX sous. 

A hunt man in frock and trowsers, his l<'ft 
hand extended, in his right a wliip ; on hi s l1 L!.1 cl 

a conical cap. 
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COPJ'elt COINAGE 01•' T H E J\)IERICA. ' COLONIES . 17 

R ev.-BANK 'l'Ol,E::-1 . 

\i\"it l,in a garter , on whi ch is inscribed co:-< ­
co1: 1,1 .1 s.11.t;s, rrnc l wh ich is ornamented with 
t-:c·r11l l work of fu liagc, th e arm s of the proviucc; 
ar;.;·e11t, a r·n,~R ~allirc g11 ll's; in lh c f'ut1r com­
J1:tr f 111 c 1il.; rcs)'cctivc ly, a rotie, a thi stle, a sham­
r11ck, :111 d a bca,·cr. U n a scr,;ll , 1,rocecding on 
l111Ll1 side.-; f'n,m lhc garter, near the bncklc, t: ITY 
n,1:-.i-, i,, sn nk lclrer~ . ln the cxcr;..:nc, 18:H ; 
a11ll IJd"w the date, uxc: PEXX Y. \\'eigl ,t, 185 
g r a i11 ;:,. 

'l' lti s coi nage is lJeautifull y executed ; the ccl ge arc plain, 
a11cl prnofs arc met wi th, though rai·cly, iu bronze. 

:°40. Ql,o.-J'HOYJNC1' !W C,IXATI,L 

A vi ew of th e Bank of M ontreal; under it, 
TIAKK OF :!J.OX'l'P.EAL. 

Rev.-D.\ NK TO KEN. 

Sam e as the last, ouly that it bears ou the scroll 
DANK 0 1,· llONTIIBAL, ar.d the date iu the excrgu e 
is 1812. 

OKE SOU . 

21. Obv .-rHOYINCE nu DA' c,1:-,10,1. UN sou. 
H1111t.-;ma11, as on penny N o. 19. 

R ev.-n.\ NK TO I,r.N. 

Arms of the province, as penny No. 1 ~. Lnt 
date U,07 . \.\"eig ht, H G g rains. 

22. Obv.-,1<,HICUL1Tl, E ,1.ND co)lirE1,cE. 

A Lo11quet, consisting- of a t"·o-hcadcd thist le, 
a r ose on a stem, a sprig of shamrock, autl two 
cars of co rn; L> elow it, + C.\ ij CA K .\DA +-

R ev.- \Yitlii11 t11·u laurel Lru11 ches_, us I sou, in t11·0 lines ; 
aboYc, TOK ES; Lelow, )IUXTRE.1 L. 

There arc ,eYcral rnricties of this coiu, differing in the 
arr angcm c1 1t of Lhc bouquet aud in the dates; rosettes or 
ro~scs before and after the "·ords B.\ ' CASAD.\. 

23. Obv.- , amc as No. 22. BAS c.1x .1D.\, \Yi thont dots or 
CrllSSCS. 

R cr. - i;.Duu1-: 1>1 · l'l :U l'J.1-:, ) I O:<T1u-:,\T,. 

11:-- 1 so 1·. i11 two li11cs, bet11·ccn laurel Lran •l1 l'S. 

ll 
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18 COPPER COINAGE OF THE AMEJUCAN COLONIES . 

24. Ob·v.-Same ns No. 23, bnt "nAs - c,1NAnA ... 

Rev.-Same as No. 23, but UN I sou within n. wreath of fin e 
large leaves. 

25. Obv.- TRAnE A:-10 AomcULTUHE, LOWER CAN ADL,. 

Bouquet as before, but with two roses. 

R ev.- DANK OF MONTREAL T0Kl~N'. 
UN I sou, in two lines, within a laurel ancl 

palm wreath. 

26. Obv.- Same as No. 25. 

R ev.- DANK TOTIN, MONTREAL. 
UN I sou, as No . 25. 

TWO SOUS,- PENNY . 

27 . Obv.-Same as No. 19. 

R ev.- Same as No. 19, only on the scroll, DANK OF 
MONTREAL, 

28. Obv.- Snme as No. 19. 

R ev.-Same as No, 19, only on the scroll , BANQUE nu 
PEOPLE. 

29. Obv.-Snme as No. 19. 

R ev.-Same as No. HJ, only on th e scroll , QUEDEC DANK, 

sou. 
30. Obv.- Same as N o. 21. 

R ev.-Same as No. 21, only on the scroll, DANK OF 
MONTREAL. 

31. Obv.- Same as No. 21. 

R ev.-Same as N o. 21, only on the scroll, BANQUE :nu 
PEUPLE. 

32. Obv.-Same as No.21. 

R ev.-Same as No. 21, only on the scroll, Qur::nEc D \N.K. 

33. Obv.- Same as No. 21. 

R ev.- Same as N o. 21, only on the scroll, CITY - DANK . 

PENNY. 

34. Obv.-BANK OF MONTREAL. 
A side view of the bank. I n ex:ergue, 1839. 

Rev.-Same as the penny No. 20, but without th e dn.te. 
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t:OPPEll COI NAGE 01' THE Ai\IE RlCAN t:OLONIES , 19 

HALFPEN. Y . 

35. Ouv.-Same as the penny No. 20, only below the date, 
IlAL.P.PENNY. 

R ev.-Same as No. 20. 

36. Obv. and R ev.-Same, date 1844. 

PENNY. 

37. Obv.- Same as No. 19, but without the word BA!! . 

.llev.-QUEDEC IlANK TOKEN. 

A female sitting to right, with cornncopi::e in 
her right hand, the arm resti ng on a shield with 
the arms of the city of Qnebec; gules-a lion 
passant gardant, holding a key in his right paw. 
T o the right, a beaver ; to the left, a beehive; in 
the distance, a for tress upon a rock, and a ship 
at sea. I n the exergue, U i51, and below the tlate, 
O.N:E PENNY. 

SOU, OR H ALFPENNY . 

38. Obv.-As No. 37, only UN sou . 
.llev.-As N o. 37, only HALFPENNY. 

3\). Obv.-No legend. Between a scythe blade and a ' '.ice, an 
anvil with hammer aml tongs; above 1t, two 
spades crossed. 

R ev.-T. s. BROWN & co. I IlU'ORTERS I oF HAJillw.i.1u:s 
lUONTll l!:.1.L . 

In five lines. 

HALl'PJ.,; NKY. 

10. Obv. - nALF PENNY TOKEN, 1816. 
·vvithin a circle, a bust of the Duke of "\Yel­

lingtou to left, laureate, and in uniform. 

R cv.- MO);'TREAL. 
Vi"ithin a circle, n ship under sail . • 

41. Obv.-No legend. A teapot between a vice and a hand­
saw; above, a cythe blade and spade crossed ; 
below, a knife and fork crossed . 

11ev.-J. SU.lW .1:; co., 1.\1.l'ORTEl\S OF lJ .Ul.DW.U\E. , U.PPER 

TOWN, QU l-:U IW. 

Edge milled. 

Digitized by / Numérisé par 
The J. Douglas Ferguson Historical Research Foundation



20 COPl'E I\. COINAGE OF THE A,I EH.lC,\ N CO LO N IES. 

42. Obv.-N o legend . A lnrc;e sloop 11 nd er snil. 
R ev.-"\Vi thin a circle of confagc, w. ow:i,;N", llLON TttK \ r, 

R0P ERY. Edge rnill ell. 

"WEST INDIES. 

ANTfGU,\. FARTHI NG. 

1. Obv.-A palm tree cl iviLli ng the ll::lte 183G and the letters 
11.0. In the cxergue, Ats'l'IGUA. 

R cv.-A wreath of oak nncl laurel; with in, o~E I FAR'l'rr­

rno I s. t.g. In three lines . 

The abbrevin.tion for sterling, s. t.g., is in small let ters, 

nut capitals. 

DAR.AMA ISLANDS. 

Of these islan cls we have only on e coin. Rucling states 
thn.t in the year 1806, copper coins to the val ue of J~500 
were ordered to be struck for the 13ahamas. They were 
struck in Mr. Boulton' s mint in Soho, and were intended 
to supply the negroes with small rn oncy; but the n egroes 
refused to take them, and the project came to 11othi11 g . 

These coins consist of halfpennies only, and arc now­
very rare, especially proofs. 'l'he issue is r emarkable as 
1wesenting a hi . to1:ical reverse. 'l'li ey appear to have 
been absorbed into the English cmrcncy of the tim e. 

The Bahama islands had been a uotecl r esort for 
pirn.tes-and just previously to the year 1806, they had 
been rooted out by a British naval force, and commerce 
restored in those seas. The J3altama coin has the same 
obverse as the English ha1fpenny of that year. 

Obv.-GEOnGJUS m . D.G. REX . 

The kiii g's Lead to the righ t, laureate; the 
s11011lclers drapell; um1er the li ead, l SOG. 

R ei-.- n.uuau. 
. A three -masted ship in foll sail to the rig lt t; 
:n the cl1 sta nce, two otl1er ships anLl a r ocky 
island. In the excrg ne, P iral i s c::cpulsis 1·esl il uta 
commercia, -in three lincti. 
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ISLAND OF DARBAD0ES. 

Of th is interesting islancl we have two distinct coinages 
on e of 1788, an d one of 1792. Of the first coinage we 
l1avc pennies only. 

1. Obv.-A negro's h ead crowned and plumcd; beneath it, 
I SERYE. 

R ev,-DA1ll3.IDOES rEN~Y, 1788, 
A pine-apple. \Y ci_;ht, 24-0 to 270 grains. 

Of this kind there are three varieties, differing only 
in the position of the plumes on the crown, which is an 
open one. 

'.L' li c next coinage is of 1792, aml con ists of pcnu.ics 
arnl lmlfpc1rnies. 

PENX Y . 

2. Obv.-1 SERYR. 

N egro's bead a~ bi:!fvr 6. 

R ev.-ll,ITIIJ,\ DOES l'ENNY. 

P ortrait of George IIL in a car Jrnwu ornr 
t"he waYes by two sea-horses; tl1e kin g is c1·01Y ncd 
and royally robed, and in bis right hanu he holds 
a trident. In tl1 e exergne, 1792. \Yeigh t, :HO 
to 2GO grains. 

H ALFPENNY. 

~l . Obv.-r SERVE. 

N egro's head as before. 
E cv. - DA llllA l l OES JIAJ.l'Pf.:N NY. 

George III. in a car ns the last. In the 
exergne, 17£!2. \ \ 'eight., 1:10 to 1G2 grnius. 

'.L'!t cre are two varieties of this coin differing iu the 
position of the plumes. 

Bronze proofs ex ist, but they arc rare. It \Yill be 
oh,crved that tlt crc is a g reat variety in the \Ycights of 
LliU'ercuL coins ; t!te heavier uncs here g irea arc fine proofs, 
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22 COPPE!t COINAGE OF n -rn AMEltICAN COLONIES . 

the ligh ter ones, coins struck for circulntion. Of the 
coinage of 1792, only the value of J~200 was issued. 

HALFPENNY (Token). 

4. Obv. - lllOSE" TOLANTO. 

A bale of goods marked l\f. T.; undemcath, 
TIA n n ,1 DO ES. 

R ev.--FREEDO.ll WIIIIOUT SLA,ERY-. 

A cask. 

TIIE BERl\lUDA ISLANDS. 

These islands boast of the earliest Anglo-American 
coinage with which we are acquainted. Discovered in 
1527 by Juan Bernrndas, or Bermudez-no attempt was 
made to colonise them till ] 612, and then chiefly because 
Sir George Somers hacl been cast ashore on them iu 
1609. From this circumstance, they received the name 
of the Somer's Islands, a title which has sometimes 
been imagined to mean summer islands. 1 The Virginia 
Company sent out John More to colonise them in the 
year 1612, and he was shortly succeeded in command 
by Captain Daniel Tucker. 

Captain John Smith, the author of the "History of 
Virginia," states that, "besides meat and drink and 
clothes, they bad for a time a certain kind of brass 
money with a hog on one side, in memory of the abund­
ance of hogs which were found on their first landing." 
Of this "brass rnoney," one specimen only is now kuown 
to exist; it was in the collection of the late Rev. Joseph 
:Martin, of Ketley, and, at the sale of his coins, wa 
purchased for an American collector for the large sum 
of £29. It may be described as follows: -

1 [In some F rench maps they a.re found with the title of 
"l ies de l'ete."-Ed.J 
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COPPER COINAGE OF TIIE Al\lEitICAN COLONIES. 23 

1. Obv.-soi\mn I SLANDS. 

A wild boar , with the Roman numerals XII. 
over it. l\ii\[. a mullet of five points. 

R ev.-A ship under sail firing a gun. 

In the year 1793, a lJcautiful pattern was engravecl by 
Droz, for a halfpenny intended to circulate in these 

islands. 

2. Obv.- GEORGIUS rn. n. o. REX 

The king's bust, laureate, to: the right; the 
neck bare. 

R ev.-BERilIUDA. 
A tl1ree-masted ship in full sail; behind the 

ship a mountainous shore. In the exerg ue, 17~3. 
Edge plain. "'.1Y eight, 193½ grains. 

JAl\IAICA. 

This beautiful and important island presents us with 

only two tokens. 
HALFPENNY . 

1. Ob v. - M. nowAnD. 
A carriage with two horses. In exc>rgue, 

FERRY GRASS. 

R e v. - KINGSTON. 

A groom holding a horse by the bridle. In 
exerg ne, J ,HIAICA. Edge milled. 

2. Obv.-nmTrsn: coLoNrns. 
A bust, to left, in modern dress. 

R ev.-TO FACILJTc\TE TR ADE. 

A fem ale fignre, to left,, sitting on a bale of 
goods, and holding a laurel-branch in her right 
hnnd. In exergue, 1825. 

COLONIES OF DE:\lERARA AND ESBEQUIBO. 

These colonies in Guiana-11011· usually called British 
Guinna.-wcre originally planted by the Dutch ; they were 
surrendered to the 11ritish in 1796, but restored to the 
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24 COPl'Elt COINAGE OF 'rl!E A1rnltlCAN COLONIES. 

Dutch 1802. In 1803 they were. pcrmn.nently annex.eel 
to the British colonial empire. 

,Ye have coinages for this colony in the yen.I's 180!), 
1S13, 1816, 1832, but the only coppel' coin · occuL' in the 
year 1813. ~['he issue cousists of sti vcrs ancl half-sti vcl's, 
most of the inhabitants at the time being of Dutch origiu, 
ancl accustomed to reckon by guilders and stivers. 

S'l'IVER, 

Obv.-GEOUGIUS III. D. G. REX . 
The king's head to the right, lnnreatc • th e 

bust draped. On the shoulder, ·vv. for \\"yon. 
R cv.-COLONIBS OF ESSEQ,U l·.llO "'- DE1lERAltY TOKl, N, 18 13. 

Between two oak branch es, o 'E s-r1v En , su r­
mounted by a crowu. vYeight, 2V0 g rni11s. 

This is a beautifully executed coin, has a milled edge, 
and is found iu plain and gilt bronze ; the latter is rare. 

HALF - STIVER. 

Obv. - aEonoros Irr. D. o . REX. 

King's bust., as on the stiver, b11t under tl1c 
shoulder T. vV., identifying the coinage as the 
work of Thomas ,~you. 

R ev.- COLO::srns OF ESSEQ,UEilO & DF.MRllARY TOKEN, 1813. 
Between two oak branches, IIALF-sT 1vim, su r­

mounted by n crowu. ,~eight, 1-lG g rains. 

The weight of the, e coins is very accurate; there is 
rarely more thau a grain difference between those of the 
same denomination. 

'l'he spelling of the names is different from that whi ch 
1wevails at the present time; the colonies arc now called 
Demerara and Essequibo. On the coins of 1816 aud 
1832, the latter-named colony is· called according to the 
present fashion-and Demerara, still called Dcmerary, is 
placed first in order- but of these dates there arc 011ly 
silver coins. 

. ~ . 
3, DANt:'s IN N, STR;1 N~, :A;1!o.usT, ._l_SG2. 

. . . ; 
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