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From the editor: 

In this, our seventh issue of Numismatica Canada, we are once again fortunate enough to 
have several good articles, including a thought provoking piece from Wayne Jacobs in which he 
demonstrates quite convincingly that Br 670, the DuSeaman Sou is an American token, while it is still 
the most important clue in linking the Bouquet series which were minted in New Jersey for the 
Canadian market. 

Len Buth has given us a piece of interest which links the American Civil War issues to a 
Canadian town, Clifton (Niagara Falls), Ontario. 

Two good articles on British Columbia Hotel tokens come from Ronald Greene. In the first 
he shows how devastating it was to be recognized as having stemmed from German routes in Canada 
during the First World War. In the second, he describes the satisfaction of a positive identification 
of a formerly elusive maverick token. 

A timely piece chronicalling the life of William Robert McColl comes in from Scott 
Douglas. This article is especially satisfying to the collector familiar with McColl as this year 
commemorates the 100th anniversary of his well-known sale of 1903. 

I was fortunate enough to garner some information on a couple of Newbury, Ontario 
merchants who used due bill tokens. I have had a set ofW. Bayne's tokens for some years and I was 
blessed with a little extra luck thanks to Gord Nichols in getting illustrations of A.M. Vail's 
tokens. Thanks Gord. 

There is a series, not quite so well known to Canadian collectors, and probably not Canadian 
in origin, which however is gaining in popularity with collectors here known as the Columbia 
farthings . Mel Kyle has done a great job in cataloguing the known varieties of these tokens and 
supplied us with great illustrations of the known pieces. 

Over the years there have been literally hundreds of merchants mentioned in the pages of the 
Cee Tee and now in the N C, and Scott Douglas has spent many hours and hours composing a list 
detailing the merchants by year ofissue, alphabetically by merchant as well as alphabetically by county 
of issue. The first four pages of this listing are printed here for the convenience of collectors. The 
complete listing can be obtained from the editor if desired. This work is well worth acquiring, as it 
makes short work of sorting out the "who and from where" of all these many many merchants 
mentioned over the last 30 some years. 

Thanks again is given to Jack Sauchenko for his contributions on Trade Dollar issues. 

In the last issue of this publication, Scott Douglas supplied us with a good article on the Gray 
Carriages of Chatham, Ontario. This was sent to me through the Internet and I unfortunately did not 
notice that the article's illustrations were rather out of sine. I should have guessed that something 
was wrong at issue time in June, however, I missed it. For your convenience, the pages 92 through 
94 have been re-printed as they should appear so you may replace the pages in Issue 6 if you wish. 
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The Breton #670; 
The "Belleville Gue" is an American Citizen. 

by Wayne L. Jacobs 

Forward. 

Canadian numismatists are fortunate that the Lower Canadian token we habitually catalogue as Breton 
670 (or Charlton LC-45) was struck. Chances were against its being done. But a not-very-well-equipped 
mint, run by diesinker of ordinary talents, determined to realize the last bit of profit from even products of 
secondary quality, overcame chance and bequeathed to us this token. 

The 670 is of tremendous importance. Without it, we could well still be ignorant of the antecedants of 
the complicated "Bouquet Sous" series and, having untangled those, its peripheral series. In the writer's 
opinion - and for his convenience - he has divided the whole series into three parts: Group A. consisting of 
the Br-713 and -714; Group B, consisting of the so-called "Birmingham Sous" (Br-706 through 711); and 
Group C, the main body of the Bouquet Sous (Br-675 through 705, excepting the 689 and 690 which are 
"collectors' issues" of later date). Generally speaking, this is the order in which the three groups appeared 
chronologically as well. 

Not only does the Br-670 belong to the last group, Group C, it is also among the very last issues to be 
made in it 

The token in question may be described as: 

Catalogued as: 

Lower Canada, 
Br-670 or Ch-LC45 

n.d. 

Obv: Bouquet with +AGRICULTURE & COMMERCE+ around above and BAS-CANADA 
around below. 

Rev: Eagle with wing outstretched, shield displaying a fouled anchor in front Eagle surrounded 
by thirteen stars. Starting upper lt around: +T. DUSEAMAN BUTCHER*; upper lt in reverse: 
BELLEVILLE. 

Copper. Diameter about 28mm. Weight heavy, typically around 11 grams. Both sides always 
struck from badly broken dies. Plain edge. 

A Reconstruction of the Chase. 

The earliest collectors of Canadian coins, which is to say the Pre-Confederation tokens for the most part, 
were always aware of the Br-670 - and this awareness existed years before the formal founding of what we 
believe to be Canada's first coin club: the "SOCIE'IE NUMISMATIQUE DE MONTREAL" in 1862, soon 
to become "The Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal". Members could clearly recall the 670 
having shown up with fair frequency in pocketchange years before as well as a much more salient fact: the 
Bouquet obverse used on the 670 also appeared muled with other reverses to become Breton numbers 679a, 
681, 683a, 687a, 685 and 686, the last two being common. It was not a similar, or even replicated, obverse 
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being used; many of the above show the same diebreak - a diebreak that can even be seen to become bigger 
with some issues. Since all of the above except the 670 have reverses reading UN SOU / TOKEN / 
MONTREAL, it was (apparently) plain the 670 was also a Canadian piece, "flyer" though it was. 

The earliest cataloguers placed it in the Canadian series. Alfred Sandbaro1 made it his Number 80 and 
had this to say: 

"This is claimed by Dickenson as a Jersey token. Certainly the reverse is more like an American 
than a Canadian device, unless the coin was struck during the Rebel/ion of 1837-38. If this was so, 
we can easily account for the Eagle and stars, with the emblem of Hope. It must however be 
admitted that the obverse is Canadian. Taking the coin as it stands, it is a curiosity, American 
devices on the the one side - English Roses and Scotch Thistles on the other - while to complete 
the medley we have Bas Canada (Lower Canada), whereas Be/Jeville (supposing it to be the 
Canadian town) is situated in Upper Canada or as is now called the Province of Ontario." 

We see here the confusion: try as they would, no one could locate - past or present - any T. Duseaman of 
Belleville, Ontario. But Dickenson2 was right; it was a "(New) Jersey" token. 

During the 1870s, American numismatists studying their own "Hard Times" token series from the late 
1830s and early 1840s began to exchange their findings with their Omadian colleagues who were studying 
their native "Bouquet Sous" from nearly the same time. It was soon discovered that while no listing for --r. 
Duseaman, Butcher" from Belleville, New Jersey, could be found, there certainly was a token in the name 
of "T. D. Seaman, Butcher" from that time and place. Further, this token displayed a bouquet on the 
obverse. In later years, the series was catalogued by Lyman Low3 and the Breton 670 was included as his 
"Low # 148" while the "T.D. Seaman" token was illustrated and catalogued as "Low #155". Low, using 
business directories, could even inform us that Tobias D. Seaman, apparently a butcher in Belleville before 
1845, acquired the Mechanic's Hotel, No. 188 Broad St, in nearby Newark, N.J. in that year, operating it 
until 1850 or '51 when he kept the Southward Hotel, 398 Broad St in the same city. 

To American numismatists, the provenance of the Low-155 was well-known, the "cow" design also 
appearing as the obverse on Low-66 (an anonymous piece) as well as the reverse of a "storecard" in the 
name of "W. GIBBS AGRICULTUREIST • N. YORK*" (Low-151). If that weren't enough, the "ship" 
design with AGRICULTURE & COMMERCE used as the reverse of Low-66 was the same as the obverse 
of a "storecard" in the name of J. GIBBS MANUFACTURER I OF I MEDALS I & I TOKENS/ &.c I NJ / 
BELLEVILLE (Low-150). This was proof positive that this individual sunk the dies for all of the above, 
including the Br-670 and, through die mulings, the rest of the Canadian Bouquet Sous as well. 

The "DUSEAMAN" token was from an altered die. Even the most cursory inspection will reveal that 
what had originally been "T. D. SEAMAN" had a U punched in over the second period, crowding both the 
D and S. This was probably done for purposes of salvage, discussed further below. 

1 Sandham, A. Coins, Tokens and Medals of the Dominion of Canada, 1869 
2 Dickenson, M Wilson. The American Numismatic Manual, 1860 
3 Low, Lyman H Hard Times Tokens, 2nd ed., 1899 
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Who was John Gibbs?◄ In brief: he was born in Birmingham, England in 1809, emigrating to America 
with his father William. In the 1830s, he apparently formed a partnership with John (or Joseph) Gardner as 
diesinkers and coiners, operating - so far as we can tell - out of the much larger premises of "Stevens, 
Thomas&. Fuller", manufacturers and rollers of brass and copper in Belleville, New Jersey. It was well 
known that they "struck coins" for Brazil, Liberia and Santo Domingo (the last, at the time, the whole 
island under Haitian occupation) by the tens of tons. However, these were almost certainly counterfeits 
since none of the three recorded use of an American mint and Haiti had its own mint while Brazil possessed 
several. In June, 1835, one Joseph Gardner and an accomplice, John Campbell, were arrested by the U.S. 
Marshal for counterfeiting "French five-franc gold (sic) pieces of 1831, ... Spanish and Mexican silver 
dollars of 1819, ... and Haitian silver dollars". If this was Gibbs' partner (and it seems it was), he would 
have to have been a talented engraver in order to successfully counterfeit such high-quality pieces as the 
French 5-francs.5 Probably the best engraver of the two, he was now out of circulation - permanently, 
insofar as this paper is concerned. 

Contemporary Lower Canadian newspapers seem to show that the Group 2 Bouquet Sous (certainly) and 
perhaps the first of the Group 3s started to appear approximately in the summer of 1837 since the first 
complaints regarding these anonymous tokens date from that f.all. For all varieties, Gibbs took every 
shortcut he could, sinking the dies primarily with the use of various punches, both letter and device. He also 
used the dies well beyond the point when they should have decently been discarded due to wear and 
breakage and muled them every which-way, too. E.ach such Sou die used but a single set of letter-punch 
(the reverse UN SOU being engraved by hand) and, in all, only two sets were used: an early "Fine Letter" 
set (containing, nevertheless. telltale chips and breakages for some letters) and a late "Coarse Letter Punch" 
(such as that used on the bouquet obverse of the Br-670). 

~ -~~ 
,,. 

~ f 
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flt 
Top: "Tag Letten" of Gibbs' "Fine Letter" Punch aet; Bottom: Same from "Coane Letter" set 

(From: "The Binuingham 13ouquet Sous: A New Citw:nship" by W. Jacobs, CNJ Jwe 2000. Used by permis.sion) 

We know that the whole Group 3 Bouquets form a sort of interrelated "family" due to the extensive 
matcbbig of the various obverse and reverse dies. We should note that all the evidence shows each such die 
was an individually-sunk working die with no replication done (or probably even attempted). Graphically, 
the relationship of these dies is most striking. leading us to the certainty that whoever was responsible for 
one was rcspoDSl"ble for all. And that was John Globs at the "Belleville Mint". 

"' For a more in-ilepth discussion of Gibbs and the "Belleville Mint", see: Jacobs, W. Gleanings on the 
'Belleville Mint' in The Canadian Token, Sept., 2000. 
' At the time. the silver French 5-franc piece was legal tender only in France and her colonies - an 
exception being Lawer Canada where it was even somewhat overvalued. 
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Chances are good Gibbs' hitherto free and easy exportation of coin mintages to Lower Omada was 
greatly curtailed by the summer of 1838, the arrival of the official, good-quality Habitants occasioning the 
enforcement of the Currency Law of 1808 prohibiting such issues at the bordel.Since most of the 
extremely rare Bouquet Sous occur as "low-number" Group Threes (indicating a very late date of 
manufacture), it could well be that they represent the few remnants of much larger shipments seized and 
destroyed at the border. The New Brunswick seizure noted above may also be another, later, such instance, 
in this case an unsuccessful attempt to import Bouquet Sous "duty free" into Lower Canada by the back 
door, shipments originating in the other British American colonies seldom being given the same scrutiny in 
Lower Canada as those from the United States or overseas. It is just as probable that Gibbs made the best 
of the situation by later exporting not coin but dies, selling Lower Omadian "private mints" either the old 
used Bouquet dies or sinking new ones on order (such as the Br-684). Certainly among the least saleable 
would be the badly broken die used to strike the obverse of the 670. We must surmise that he bad already 
resorted to shrinking on a steel ring near the face as a "bandage" - and for its reverse as well. 

Even though new supplies of Bouquet Sous seem to have been choked off over the course of a year or 
two, they did not quickly disappear from circulation - despite the fact the Ordinance of the Special Council 
of Lower Canada from February, 1839, quite pointedly did not include them as legal tender - or even legal 
in any way. All the same, cultural bias allowed the tokens - called "Patriot sous" by the habitants - to 
remain in circulation for years, a few old worn ones still turning up in rural Quebec a half century later. 

In the late Nineteenth Century, the Belleville attribution became imbedded in the C~nadian numismatic 
consciousness, primarily due to its inclusion in Robert McLachlan's catalogue7 where it was assigned 
Number L VIlI and including as part of its accompanying information the following: 

" - There is a Belleville in New Jersey, where a large copper smelting farnace was in operation, 
and where a number of the dies of the un sou were prepared, and that Duseaman, or D. Seaman 
adopted one of the discarded dies as the ol7verse of his token. The coin shows that both dies were 
badly cracked Jn issuing a new token he retained the old device of the bouquet, thus confirming 
this theory. " 

At this time, John Gibbs was still not named as the diesinker/minter in question but that would come 
soon when his career was covered extensively by Lyman Low in his catalogue of Hard Times tokens • 
mentioned above. From that time forward, Canadians seemed determined to give the piece a Canadian 
citizenship, sometimes by merely listing it, (Leroux8, Courteau9) or by enlarging "information•, quite 
possibly by suppositions (Breton10 says: "It is classed as Canadian on account of the bouquet. Most of the 
specimens known were found in circulation in Canada"). 

One of the best examples of conventional belief regarding this token was written by Fred Bowman11 : 

.. "It is probable that, because of the serious die break and the fact that the name was misspelled, 
the die was refused by Mr. Seaman and replaced by a new set, see Low's list No. 155. lAter when 
large orders were received from Canada for bouquet sous, this broken die was resu~cted by the 
manufacturers and paired with the ol7verse die of No. 670 after a number of reverse dies had 
failed, the ol7verse die still being in useable condition." 

6 The New Brunswick Courier of27 June, 1840 records the customs seizure of a shipment of Bouquet 
Sous at Saint John - even though New Brunswick never used such copper coin, barring those few that 
trickled in as diffusion of trade. 
7 McLachlan, R W. A Descriptive Catalogue of Coins, Tokens and Medals ISSMed in or &lating to the 
Dominion of Canada and Newfoundland Appeared serially in theAmerican Joumal of Numismatics during 
the early 1880s, collected edition 1886. 
8 Leroux, Dr. Joseph. The Canadian Coin Cabinet. 2nd ed., 1892 
9 Courteau, Dr. Eugene. The Canadian Bouquet Sous. 1908 
10 Breton, P.N. Popular Illustrated Guide to Canadian Coins, Medals, & &:. 1894 
11 Bowman, F The Bouquet Sou Tokens of Canada. In The Numismatist, July-November, 19SS 
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If beliefs have not changed at p~t. there is at least some doubt In the latest edition of Charlton's 
catalogue12, the old Br-670 appears as Charlton LC-45 with the introduction: 

"This token was prepared on order for Tobias Seaman, a butcher and hotelier of Belleville, New 
Jersey3, as his business card After being rejected by him it seems the "U" was added later to 
create the name Duseaman. This mule of a bouquet and store card die is as heavy as an American 
Large Cent". 

The Br-670: Writer's Hypothesis. 

In its bare essentials, the Charlton catalogue entry above is correct Tobias D. Seaman indeed rejected 
this issue but we have to wonder at what stage. 

Under ordinary circumstances, die trials would be struck for the customer's approval - in which case 
there may exist or formerly existed what amounts to a Br-670 with the name T. D. SEAMAN instead of the 
T. DUSEAMAN we now find To the writer's knowledge, no such piece bas ever turned up and should one 
do so, the finder is enjoined to examine it with extreme care since it is only too easy to erase the U back to a 
simple period. 

But Seaman could have just as easily rejected the dies themselves before anything was struck from them 
It was reasonable - even probable - that be would have done so. Such a distinctly second-class product 
would have reflected unfavourably on his name and the cost would have been little less than for a good 
issue. 

The •ouSEAMAN" reverse exists only on the Br-670 and appears to have been engraved specifically 
for it In the past, writers have noted that the die ~roke at once" or "nearly at once", giving rise to the 
possibility that there may now, or in the past, have been a -670 with an unbroken reverse even though none 
arc known. To search for such a thing will be futile, for this reason: 

Examination of the reverse will show that the S, the star directly below it and the R all overlay on the 
crack itself. This is proof that the design was sunk by Gibbs on a die that was already cracked. Perhaps it 
was of another design which he removed by filing or lathing; however it was, the crack was too deep to be 
removed and its unusual configuration above the eagle seems to have been utilized as a second "wing" -
which, nevertheless. remains a blob without internal detail beyond the overlain star. 

Forced to start again. Gibbs still cut comers. Only one new die was sunk: a bouquet design, this time 
surrounded by the legend formerly on the -670 reverse, being T.D. SEAMAN BUTCHER • 
BELLEVILLE•. For the reverse of new piece (now catalogued as Low-155), he dug out the "cow" design 
formerly used a couple of times. It may have been a matter of necessity, Gibbs not having many from 
which to choose, but by lucky circumstance, a cow on a butcher's storecard seems highly appropriate. 

As for estimating the time of issue, we have these facts: for whatever reason, Low catalogued both his 
No. 148 (our Br-670) and the corrected Seaman token (No. 155) in with other Hard Times Tokens that are 
dated 1841. lbat's probably a good~ for there arc these time parameters: 

It would have been issued some time after the period of mid-1838 through mid-1840 when Gibbs seems 
to have sold off the Bouquet dies when it no longer became possible to make further token shipments into 
Lower Canada after that time. Logically, the obverse of the Br-670 would have been the least saleable of 
the lot in its heavily broken state and when Gibbs contracted for the Seaman "storecard", may have been 
the only Bouquet-design left. Oo the other band, Low tells us that Tobias Seaman removed to nearoy 

12 Cross, W.K. Canadian Colonial Touns, S- ed., 2003. • A Charlton Standard Catalogue•. 
13 Note: This information is from Lyman Low's catalogue. 
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Newark in 1845 and became owner of the Mechanic's Hotel there; John Gibbs also removed from 
Belleville in 1846 to New York City. So those are the chronological boundaries. 

That the -670 was struck for use in Canada makes no sense at all. With Gibbs cutting corners to the 
extent of using worn-out. cracked dies, he would certainly not have made a large issue of tokens which 
were all greatly overweight The Charlton catalogue quotes the weights of this piece as being "10.8 to 11.1 
grams" (167 to 171 grains); one in the writer's collection weighs 11.54 grams (178 grains). At the time, a 
full weight English halfpenny weighed but 144 grains and a "full weight" Canadian halfpenny struck to the 
"Halifax Currency standard" only 132 grains. Most Group 3 Bouquet Sous are much lighter: usually 100 to 
ll0 grains. A U.S. Large cent at the time weighed 10.89 grams (168 grains) and many of the Hard Times 
Tokens weighed about the same. By far the largest expense of such an issue was the cost of the copper 
itself; Gibbs would hardly have struck them 60% heavier than the ordinary - but acceptable - Group 3 
Bouquet Sous. 

From the above, we can see that the Br-670 is an American Hard Times Token by weight 1bat it saw 
extensive use in Canada is undoubtedly true - so did ordinary U.S. Large Cents. When, in the 1860s, the 
Montreal firm of Devins & Bolton countermarked "non-official" copper coins then circulating, some 45% 
of those still extant are on U.S. Large cents. But the Cents arrived by ones and twos in pocketchange, 
numbers so small that being discounted in Canada by 20% didn't matter (the Cents would only be accepted 
as a halfpenny "Halifax Currency"). Undoubtedly, the -670s were treated just like cents - i.e., as 
halfpennies. 

So the chances are good Gibbs struck these for American, not Canadian, customers. Again, Low is 
probably on the right track when he said "After the U was added, it was suitable for general purposes, and 
sold to anyone in quantities to pass out 'for convenience' for a cent" Gibbs had salvaged the die by the 
simple expedient of turning T.D. SEAMAN into T. DUSEAMAN. 

Following the suspension of specie in 1837 in both the U.S. and Canada, coins in the noble metals 
disappeared from circulation, giving added importance to the lowly coppers. In Lower Canada, issues were 
made with denominations (Un Sou = Halfpenny) or by parties who stood ready to redeem their wucs when 
presented in quantity. Eventually, most of them were called upon to do so. Things were somewhat different 
in the U.S. where there was an equal need for copper coin. U.S. coinage laws had some teeth in them. yet 
were easily circumvented by tokens in the guise of medalets, political pieces or storccards, all of which 
were innocent of denomination - although the legend "NOT ONE CENT" was widely used .. Purchased in 
quantity for less than a cent each, "entrepreneurs" nevertheless passed them at that value. Merchants were 
especially good customers of the "mints", being in a strong position to distnl>ute their storecard-cum-cent 
issues and, since they were not "curren.cy", never had to be redeemed. Up-front profit 

The Br-670 was no doubt such a piece. As a sort of "storecard cent", it advertised a man who didn't exist. 

To Canadian collectors, it can best be categorized as a "U.S. Hard Times Token that saw extensive use in 
Canada". But without it. we may never have been able to unravel major parts of the "Bouquet Sou" story. 

The Br-670 as Evidence. 

It's difficult to visualize the impact the Br-670 has on the entire Group 3 Bouquet Sou series until it has 
been laid out graphically. On the following plate, the relationship between the various Obverses and 
Reverses is shown., Obverses as circles, Reverses as squares. In doing so, the designations of them as set 
forth in the Haxby/Willey catalogueu have been used. 

Generally speaking, the order in which the dies were sunk (and probably used) runs from bottom to top, 
the last such dies being at the top and culminating in our evidence, the Br-670. While most (but not all) of 
the dies were muled, the plate also shows that Gibbs tended to "quality strikes" only early in the game. 

14 Haxby, J &. Willey, R Coins of Canada, various editions 
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DIE PAIRINGS TO FORM THE "GROUP THREE" BOUQUET SOUS 
(Br. Nos. 675-683, 685-8, 691-705) 

Obverse used ~ 
on the Br-715 

I 
~ 
tlJ 

()"'I 

-....-l 
0 

f¥l_~ 
LLf,os \1J 

Die designation and numbers according to Haxby-Willey (''Coins of Canada'') 
"Fine Letter" Dies = :r , "Coarse letter" Dies= c . Notable rarities underlined. 

Note: HW-135 may not aut. As well. the pllrportdly unique "Br-704a" (Obv 17/ Rev P) has not been located. 
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There are but three nwnbers (Br-705, -704 and -691) that possess both obverse and reverse unique to 
themselves; all the rest are within two large groups. 

The fastidious collector might wonder if the break between the groups is not in fact an invalidation of the 
proof of continuence. No, it is not The old collectors admittedly used "appearance" as a major factor - as 
do we. Collectors have no difficulty in correctly assigning the various members of the overall Group 3 even 
when of separate sub-groups: there is no mistaking the similarity of design, style of work, type of metal and 
so forth. Beyond this, there is more solid proof - in the punches used. Gibbs used only two sets of letter 
punches: an earlier "Fine Letter" and a later "Coarse Letter". Although there are varying degrees of 
difference between the given letters in the two sets, the most striking differences are between the letters C, 
E, K, M and R 15 On the accompanying plate, the two types of lettering are designated by an/ ("Fine 
Letter") or c ("Coarse Letter") on each Reverse or Obverse. 

In addition, there is a "bridge" between the two main sub-groups formed by the laurel(?) leaves on the 
reverses. On all "Fine Reverses", they were sunk with a common punch16. Throughout the early sub-group 
composed of Reverses J and L through P, the outline is "perfect". This "perfection" jumps the gap to the 
later, larger sub-group by remaining so on Reverse H (a reverse used only for Br-696) - except for one leaf 
On it, the punch, becoming chipped, acquires a notch and this notch remains on all the rest of the "Fme 
Reverses" thereafter. 17 (It also proves that the Br-696 is the earliest coined of this entire sub-group). 

When McLachlan, in bis collected work of 1886, hammered this series into some sort of logical shape, 
he arranged the tokens according to the number of leaves on the reverse, beginning with the least 
Generally speaking, bis method was correct in doing so; they did tend to appear chronologically according 
to this feature. However, they appeared from most to least, an inversion of the Mclachlan sequence that bas 
tended to giye them a chronology mirror-iinage to the truth. 

On the chart, reading from bottom to top, we see that the various Reverses give way to Coarse from Fine 
in order. However, the Obverses are not arranged quite as well: Obverse I appeared much sooner and 
Obverse 8 much later than the catalogues suggest The chart has been distorted somewhat to accommodate 
the true (or rather, truer) sequence. 

While aiding our research by making these numerous mulings, Gibbs also threw curves in that a given 
Breton number might be struck on more than one occasion. In fact we know he did this since there are 
some known combinations (i.e., a Breton number) from perfect - or lightly broken - as well as heavily 
broken dies while yet another number struck using the same Reverse or Obverse may have a diecrack of 
intermediate severity. 

When business was good during the minting of the Sous by Gibbs (probably 1837-8+), it stands to 
reason that he would have had more than one set on hand in case a die broke to pieces and caused undue 
delay. He would have manufactured at least one spare set which, while similar, was never identical. When 
an order came in, it seems that he simply mounted an Obverse and a Reverse in the press without 
discrimination At a given mintage, the particular combination may or may not have been used before, 
translating to another minting of the same Breton number or a new such number, respectively. 

Gibbs' propensity to use whatever was conveniently at band allowed us to make an attribution which 
otheffiise would have been extremely difficult - if not impossible. Breton Nos. 699 and 698 were both 
struck with different Reverses (Mand L respectively) muled with an Obverse (12) that bad been used on 

15 Jacobs, W. The Birmingham Bouquet Sous: A New Citizenship in CN.J., June, 2000 for illustrations. 
16 The leaf as punched contained no internal detail; this was added by hand. 
17 The same punch was used to sink the leaves on the Coarse Reverses as well - but now face-filed so as 
remove the offending notch, resulting in a "blob-leaf' with only a small central depression. 
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the much higher-quality Br-715, the Bouquet Sou issue in the name of La Banque du Peuple18. These 
mulings allowed McLachlan and others to therefore attribute the Br-715 as a Belleville issue as well. 

Without this proof, no casual observer would have believed this to be the case. Under his listing for the 
later Br-715 (McLacblan's No. Cl) he wrote: 

"If this Un Sou did not occur with two different reverses belonging to the unauthorized series, I 
would assign it to an entirely different place of mintage. . .. the dies are evidently from the hands 
of different artists . ... " 

McLacbJao was correct: the Br-715 and the Group 3 Sous have entirely different appearances. He was 
also correct in assigning their mintage to Belleville. But it's also quite evident that John Gibbs did not sink 
the dies for the Br-715. On the chart, Obverse 12 is not notated with a "c" or "f' for the simple reason that 
neither set of letter punches was used in its production, but rather someone else's - and a superior set it was, 
too. Because of the size of the Br-715 mintage and the fact all are essentially identical, they must have been 
struck from replicated dies, a process beyond Gibbs. His ham-handed attempt to do precisely this resulted 
only in the scarce, mushy-appearing "Open Wreath" variety of the Br-715.19 

aosely related to the Group 3 Sous is the "Montreal Issue Br-684", a sort of mirror-image of the Br-
715. Whereas the Br-715 was struck. at Belleville from dies produced somewhere else, the Br-684 used dies 
sunk by Gibbs (using the "Coarse Letter" set - researchers may compare them to the "c"s in the chart and 
satisfy themselves that this is so) but struck somewhere else, as the fabric of the issue suggests. The dies 
were probably produced on contract after the border crackdown of mid-1838 and the issue actually struck 
at a "private mint" in (again, probably) Montreal. 

In the chart. issues that are rare - say, no more than 15 or so known - have been underlined. This is a 
convenience for some future time at which they will be more fully discussed. Also at some future time, the 
other two Groups - One and Two - will be tied in as well. 

But it seems probable that the entire case may never have been cracked had Gibbs not chosen to cut 
comers and attempt to foist a distinctly second-class issue on one of his customers: the token we now know 
as Br-670, an American who took up nearly permanent residency in Canada. 

11 We can even tell that the Br-699 was struck first since the Obverse used on the -698 is from a die 
noticeably more worn on otherwise well-preserved specimens. Gibbs evidently "neglected" to return a 
~Br-715 obverse die. A set (the masters?) ofthcBr-715 dies still exist. 
151 Sec: Jacobs, W. Bockgrmmd to the Banque du Peupk Br-7 l 5 in Numlsmatica Canada, March 2002 
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THE W. E. TUNIS TOKEN OF CLIFTON, C.W. 

- REVISITED 

Len Buth 

The April 1976 issue of The Canadian Token [ Vol.5 Number 2 Issue #16] contained an 
interesting article written by the late Ken A Palmer concerning the U.S.Civil War Store 
Card issued by William E. Tunis. Ken's submission was also accompanied by another 
article written by Clifton A Temple - UThe International Token of W.E. Tunis" -which was 
published in the Civil War Tokens Collector's Journal in 1972. 

The writer has recently completed a slide presentation on the Tunis token for the London 
Numismatic Society, together with a written submission for the Society's monthly bulletin. 
While no significant additional data has been obtained since Ken's contribution in 1976, 
some period of time has gone by and the LNS article, which follows, may be of interest to 
our newer members who either may not have read the earlier CT article, or who are not 
familiar with the token. 

*********************** 

A CANADIAN NUMISMATIC LINK 

TO THE 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 

Canada played no direct part in the U.S. Civil War [ 1861-1865], however there is an 
interesting Canadian numismatic connection by way of a Civil War Store Card [token], 
issued by William E. Tunis. 

It will be appropriate to first provide a brief overview of the events leading to the necessity 
of Civil War Tokens. 

The U.S. Civil War was brought on by the conflict over slavery. The North felt strongly 
slavery should be abolished, while the South, eager to keep cheap labour for their number 
one industry and export of cotton, sought to preserve it. It is worth noting the American 
Revolution [1775-1783] had been fought, amongst other principles, to validate the notion 
that all men are created equal, yet slavery remained and was legal. Pressure by the 
government to outlaw slavery led the southern states to declare their right to secede from 
the Union. While the foregoing is a very simplified recapitulation, this alf led to the CMI War. 
Over three million men fought the war and at the end 600,000 had perished. 

President Lincoln, with a divided nation, was faced with paying for the war effort by either 
increased taxes [ too unpopular], or by issuing more paper money [ called greenbacks] 
which was backed only by the security of the Union government itself. Lincoln chose the 
latter option. As the war went badly for the North in the initial years, many citizens lost 
confidence in the government. This caused more uncertainty and led to widespread 
hoarding of gold, silver and even copper coins, as people anticipated probable increases 
In the pnce of metals. This resulting coin shortage caused havoc with merchants and 
customers as there was no way to make smaller change for transactions. Emergency 
money resulted and came in many forms, including the use of postage stamps, fractional 
curren~ and even cardboard scnp. None of these were ideal, as people felt the need for 
something resembling coins. 
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The most popular emergency currency issued by merchants took the form of small copper 
tokens, which first began to circulate in 1860, and had reached large volumes by 1862. 
These tokens were called Civil War Tokens, and came in two types - a] Patriotic and b] 
Store Cards [ also known as Tradesmen's cards]. While most were made out of copper, 
other metals such as zinc, brass, cupro-nickel, and white metal were used. Size of these 
tokens were in the 19 mm range, which resembled the Flying Eagle [1856-1858] and 
Indian Head [1859-1909] cents in circulation at the time. The value of the tokens, whether 
stated or not, was 1 cent. The tokens generally contained 25/1 Oaths of a cent's worth of 
copper, thereby making the issuance of the tokens a profitable venture. The Flying Eagle 
and Indian Head cents on the other hand, contained .880 copper. 

Patriotic tokens have no reference to a sponsor's name, and were so called due to the 
themes and slogans on them, such as " The Flag of Our Country", "Stand by the Flag", "Our 
Army, "Our Navy", and others. 

Store Cards on the other hand were made with the issuing merchant's name on it, and 
usually the type of business conducted and location[s]. 

Over 25 million Civil War Tokens were issued. There are approximately 10,000 different 
Store Cards know, issued by some 1500 merchants. Many different stock dies were used 
in both groups, resulting in an abundance of varieties. The tokens have been very well 
catalogued in books by Dr. George Hetrich & Julius Guttag in 1924, and updated in the 
1960's by George and Melvin Fuld. Most merchants were responsible and honoured their 
obligation to redeem the circulating tokens. However some did not, and in mid 1864 the 
U.S. Congress passed legislation which forbade private individuals or firms issuing any kind 
of "money". 

There are no known tokens issued by any merchants from the Confederate States of 
America. A few tokens do exist however, with slogans relating to the South such as "No 
Submission to the North - The Wealth of the South, Rice Tobacco Sugar Cotton". These 
are believed to have been made by Northerners whose sympathies were with the 
Southern cause. The Confederacy did however place an order for a one cent coin with a 
Philadelphia, PA die-sinker, Robert Lovett Jr. in 1861. Fearing arrest by the United States 
government for assisting the enemy, Lovett did not deliver the 12 coins struck, nor dies, 
and hid them in his basement. The dies were later purchased by Capt. John W. Hazleton 
who struck a small quantity of restrikes. In 1961 Robert Bashlow bought the original dies 
and struck some "second restrikes'", which show three large lines on the reverse from 
defacing of the dies. The South also had plans for an 1861 half dollar coin, but only 4 test 
pieces were struck. 

William E. Tunis issued a CMI War Store Card. Not much of his early years is known. Tunis 
was in the newspaper distribution business, as well as book and stationery sales, and 
printing and publishing. In the 1850's he lived in Niagara Falls, NY. In 1855 Tunis 
publisfled a 140 page book [with fold-in map] entitled "Tunis's Topographical and Pictorial 
Guide to Niagara", containing a description of rail routes through Canada, and the Great 
Northern Route from Niagara Falls to Montreal, Boston, and Saratoga Springs, NY. This 
book contained full and accurate tables of distances for all railroads to and from Niagara Falls. 
The map was entitled "International Rail Road Guide of the Great Central Route". An 
original of this map was recently seen offered for sale at US$750. In 1857 Tunis moved to 
Detroit, Michigan, and he appears in the 1863 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, City Directory. 
Now finally, the tie-in to the "Canadian Link". It will be noted from the picture below, the 
token has the locations of Detroit and Milwaukee on it, as well as "CLIFTON, C.W." ... ........ . 
this is Clifton, Canada West Until Confederation in 1867, the Province of Ontario was 
known as Canada West. The village of Clifton [ along with the village of Elgin] 
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amalgamated in 1856 to become the Town of Clifton, which in 1881 became the Town of 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. Tunis operated his news depots/stores in Detroit, Milwaukee and 
Clifton to facilitate his newspaper distribution system. He had arrangements with New York 
newspaper publishers to distribute their newspapers from Niagara Falls to Detroit and 
Milwaukee, and points in between, by having his agents or employees meet the trains at 
Niagara Falls, NY and Windsor, Ontario. While ferrying the papers across the Detroit River 
for example, his employees sorted the publications and labelled them for distribution in 
Michigan and points west. On the Detroit side, at the depots of the Detroit & Milwaukee, 
and Michigan Central Railways, the trains would be waiting to take the bundles of papers to 
their destinations. While not known with certainty, one has to wonder if Tunis had similar 
arrangements to deliver Chicago and Detroit newspapers in a similar fashion to points East, 
all the way to New York. A birth date for Tunis has not been found, but he passed away in 
1876. 

There are seven different tokens issued by Tunis - all have the Indian Head reverse [ 3 
types used], and come in copper [3], brass [2], and one each in cupro-nickel, and zinc. 
Fulds listed the token under "Michigan -Detroit as 225CF-1 a - 3d. This token is also listed in 
Fred Bowman's" Trade Tokens of Ontario", under Clifton as number 220-A-A. 

Tunis appears to have been a very enterprising individual... .. . and we can thank him for 
having given us "A Canadian Numismatic Link to the American Civil War". 

**************************** 

References: 
-Bowman, Fred - "Trade Tokens of Ontario" 
-Canadian Association of Token Collectors - "The W.E. Tunis Token of Clifton, C.W." 

April 1976 issue. 
-Fuld, George and Melvin - "Patriotic Civil War Tokens" 
-Fuld, George and Melvin - "U.S. Civil War Store Cards" 
-Perkins, W. David - exchanges of correspondence [Perkins/Buth] 
-Rulau, Russell - "Standard Catalog of United States Tokens 1700-1900" 
-Temple, Clifton A. - "The International Token of W. E. Tunis" - article in the 1972 issue of 

the "Civil War Tokens Collector's Journal" 
-Yeoman, R. S. - "A Guide Book of United States Coins" 

W.E. Tunis - Civil War Store Card 
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The Kaiserhof Hotel, of Victoria, B.C. 

by Ronald Greene 

Three Leiser brothers, Simon, Gustav and Max, came to Victoria from their native 
Germany. Simon of Simon Leiser & Company, who had come to British Columbia via the 
United States about 1875, persuaded Max to leave their native Kerpen, near Cologne, and come 
to Victoria in 1887. On his arrival Max bought half of the business of Urquhart & Pither, 
wholesale liquor merchants, which then became Pither & Leiser. Luke Pither, who was of 
English descent, but born in New York in 1856 had come to Victoria in 1880. In 1905/06 the 
firm built a six story liquor warehouse at the foot of Fort street, which in later years became the 
home of the Liquor Control Board. The firm prospered, expanding to Vancouver in 1900. In 
March 1912 William Purser Geoghegan, ofBlackrock, Ireland, interested in entering business in 
British Columbia, purchased the firm. 1 Mr. Geoghegan was the Brewmaster for the Guinness 
Brewery, although by this time he was 69 years of age and retired.2 The partners, Luke Pither 
and Max Leiser, each retained one share and remained directors for a time, although they retired 
from the day to day operation of the firm and looked elsewhere for investments. After the 
partners sold out Luke Pither moved to Gordon Head where he lived quietly and maintained a 
model farm. His farm was later acquired by Arthur G. Lambrick [see article in The Transactions 
2001, p. 117]. But Max Leiser was not really interested in retiring. He invested heavily in 
Victoria real estate, and in 1912 purchased the Klondike Hotel on the south west corner of 
Blanshard and Johnson Streets. The Klondike Saloon had operated there since 1891, although it 
was operated as a "no-name" saloon by John Draut until 1899. It then had several operators until 
1906 when Harry Rudge took over. 

After Max Leiser purchased the Klondike Hotel property he had Thomas Hooper, a 
Victoria architect, design the Max Leiser Building, a four storey brick hotel, faced in terra cotta. 
The building permit was granted June 20, 1912 and an application to connect to the sewer was 
made July 26, 1912. We shall return to the hotel shortly. Max Leiser, no longer tied to a full 
time job, developed a liking for travel, making regular trips south and to Europe. It was on one 
of these trips, while he and his wife were in Germany in 1919 that Mrs Leiser died. He later ( c. 
1930) married Clara Rothschild. There were no children from either marriage. Following WWI 
Mr. Leiser spent a considerable amount of his money in assisting his own and other Jewish 
families in Germany. Max passed away in April 1935, age 73, leaving a sizeable fortune, among 
other properties still owning the hotel that he had built in 1912. 

According to the Provincial legislation liquor licences had to be in the hands of the bar 
operator and Frederick W. Kostenbader acquired the liquor licence of the Klondike Saloon on 
September 11, 1912.4 We have not been able to determine whether Kostenbader operated the 
hotel and bar for Max Leiser, or whether he leased the facilities and ran it on his own account. 

Kostenbader had first appeared in the Victoria City Directory in 1912, listed as a 
steward at the Prince George Hotel, but he was already the president of the Deutscher Verein in 
January 1912, which would indicate that he had been in Victoria for some time. 

In the years immediately before World War I the city was very favourably disposed to 
Germany and, in general, to things Germanic. Large quantities of German capital were flowing 
into British Columbia, much of it through the hands of Count Constantin Alvo von Alvensleben, 
who was said to have connections to the Kaiser. The Deutscher Verein, or German Club, was 
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very active and popular. So popular that in January 1912 when the club celebrated the Kaiser's 
birthday those that accepted invitations and participated in festivities included the Lieutenant 
Governor, the Premier, Mr. Justice Gregory, Commander Hose, Col. Wadmore and Major W. 
Ridgeway Wilson (these latter three being senior local military people) and three members of the 
legislature. 5 

< 

., 
" . . . ' 

,.· 

. 
1: 

• • , J 

.·. ~ 

, . 

., . 
.. 

. . . 
. .. . . • . . ,. --::-:,: . · ; . · ·t· _ _ 1.. _ ~;. _ _:_ , ____ _ 

Frederick W. Kostenbader 
British Columbia Archives, 62758 

The Kaiserhof operated its 
German Beer Garden, an open
air cafe beside the hotel, on 
Blanshard Street - the Carnegie 
Library was the only other 
occupant of the block. An 
advertisement in 1913 
promoted, "the ideal 35t 
lunch" which included a stein 
ofbeer. June 1914 saw a 
wholesale licence issued to Mr . 
Kostenbader for the Germania 
Importing Company. However, 
with the advent of war between 
Great Britain and Germany in 
August 1914 sympathies 
changed swiftly and 
significantly. The wave of anti
German sentiment ultimately 
saw the Royal Family adopt the 
English name, Windsor; the 
First Lord of the Admiralty 
changed his name from 
Battenburg to Mountbatten, and 
by the end of 1914 the 
Kaiserhof Hotel had became the 
Blanshard Hotel. 6 Whether this 
was an astute political and 
business move or a patriotic 
gesture remains unknown. A 
number of German nationals 
had left for the still neutral 

United States after the outbreak of World War I, but Mr. Kostenbader was still listed as the 
proprietor of the Blanshard Hotel in the 1915 City Directory, published in April 1915. 

By May 1915 the local newspapers daily were running photographs of men killed or 
wounded in action. Local men appeared on page one. Anti-German feeling -- "Anti-Hun" 
feeling as it was called at the time - was running high. On the morning of Saturday May 8, 1915 
the readers of the Victoria Daily Colonist were greeted with the following headline in massive 
type: 
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SUBMARINE GETS OVER 1,400 VICTIMS 

Below was a large photograph of the Lusitania. The entire front page was devoted to the 
sinking of the vessel. There were fifteen Victoria residents on board the Lusitania, including 
Lieutenant J. Dunsmuir, the popular son of the Hon. James Dunsmuir, former Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia. Jimmy "Boy" Dunsmuir was one of those lost in the sinking. 7 

Much has been written about the sinking of the Lusitania and so we shall not get into the 
question of whether she was a legitimate target of war or not. But that evening a crowd gathered 

The Hotel Blanshard (ex-Kaiserhoj), 
showing windows broken during the Riot 
British Columbia Archives 18932 

outside the Blanshard Hotel. What 
started as a mob of 1 50 ended up as 
five hundred, followed by a curious 
crowd of two or three thousand . The 
riot started at the hotel , a little 
damage being done. The cry, "To 
the German Club," was raised and 
the mob surged down to the former 
premises of the Deutscher Verein 
which were promptly wrecked, a 
piano being pushed out the second 
storey window. The mob then 
returned to the Blanshard Hotel, 
sacked it and inflicted considerably 
more damage. The newspapers 
reported a total of $20,000 worth of 
damage. Windows were smashed in 
other premises of local businesses 
with German names or associations. 
Messrs Simon Leiser & Co., Moses 
Lenz8, and the business formerly 
managed by Carl Lowenberg, ex
German Consul, all suffered damage. 
The police and soldiers stood by, 
watching as spectators. The Fire 
Chief refused to put fire hoses onto 
the mob. Eventually a call for troops 
brought an armed detachment into 
town just before midnight. Guards 
were placed at the damaged premises 
and in front of Pither & Leiser just in 
time to save that business from loss. 
The police, backed by the military, 

then proceeded to end the riot. An attempt to repeat the riot 0n Sunday was quickly stopped 
before more than a few windows were broken. The Wednesday papers reported some 
convictions for possessing goods stolen during the riot. 

On June 14, 1916 the licence for the Blanshard Hotel was transferred to Thomas J. 
Williams9 and the hotel was renamed, becoming the Cecil Hotel. Frederick Kostenbader appears 
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to have left Victoria and British Columbia. We don't know where he went, but Alvo von 
Alvensleben had moved to Seattle, and Kostenbader may well have moved to the U.S. also. One 
story, which admittedly has nothing to do with the Kaiserhof, was that von Alvensleben was 
boasting to some members of a Seattle club that Germany would win the war and that each 
German was capable of beating two Englishmen. He was overheard by an Englishman, who 
came up to von Alvensleben, and saying that he wouldn't wait for the other Englishman to show 
up, proceeded to thrash von Alvensleben. 

The Tokens 

In 1920 Messrs Grant and Wilson became the proprietors of the Cecil Hotel. Charles 
Wilson had a son named Billy and it is to him that we owe the immortality of the Kaiserhof 
Hotel. Billy attended a small private boys school on Rockland Avenue called the Collegiate 
School, which was associated with the Anglican Church. One day about 1926 Billy brought 
some old Kaiserhoftokens to school, and later he brought bags of these tokens. The boys at the 
school, inventive as boys usually are, made up a game which they called, "Flipping Kaiserhofs". 
Several of these "boys" still had a few of the Kaiserhoftokens forty years later when the author 
tracked them down. 

Originally the 5 cent denomination turned up, then gradually examples of the 10, 25 and 
50 cent denominations surfaced. The 5 cent token remains the only easily obtained piece. The 
tokens are unusual in that the denomination was formed by a cut-out. The only other British 
Columbia tokens that have this characteristic are the St. Francis Hotel, and S.S. Yosemite. Dies 
for one denomination of the Kaiserhof, and the St. Francis Hotel token hav:e come out of a 
Seattle maker's shop, and the S.S. Yosemite tokens might have been introduced after the vessel 
left B. C. in 1906 and operated out of Seattle. The rubbings are courtesy of Leslie C. Hill. 

The Kaiserhof Hotel tokens are: 

V5510a 
V5510b 
V5510c 
V5510d 

5 cents 
10 cents 
25 cents 
50 cents 

Aluminum: Round: 21 mm 
Aluminum: Round: 24½ mm 
Aluminum: Round: 24½ mm 
Aluminum: Round: 30½ mm 
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1 Max's newspaper obituary [Victoria Daily Colonist, 6 April 1935, p. 1) gave a figure of $1 ,000,000, but the 
Registrar of eompanies files [BC00733 ( 1910), microfilm B5124 held by the British Colwnbia Archives) indicate a 
figure of$604,000 in cash was paid. still a tidy sum in 1912. Several others became shareholders at the same time, 
acquiring various, but minor amounts of stock. Max Leiser resigned as a director May 7, 1915 and sold his 
remaining share. The date looks suspiciously as if the document was backdated- see the events of May 8, 1915 
further down-but it was submitted to the registrar by May 13, 1915. 
2 Information courtesy of Jim Geoghegan, a family genealogist 
3 Sophia Lenz. first married Gustav Leiser. He died in 1896, and in 1903 she married Max Leiser. 
4 City of Victoria Retail Liquor Licence Register, 1906 to 1917, Victoria City Archives. The Victoria City by-law 
does not specify that the operator had to hold the licence. 
s Victoria Daily Colon;st, 27 January 1912, p. 5 
6 The date of the change of name is not given in the Licence Register, but the Daily Colonist reported the name 
Blansbard among those hotels whose licences were renewed at the meeting of9 Dec. 1914. Victoria Daily Colonist, 
10 Dec 1914, p. 7. 
7 According to Terry Reksten, The Dunsmuir Saga, his body was not found 
8 Moses Lenz, born in Wisconsin, son of Jacob Lenz. Jacob and Moses Lenz and Gustav Leiser formed a 
partnership of Lenz & Leiser, dry goods merchants. After Jacob retired and Gustav died Moses continued the 
business. operating under his own name by 1912. Moses was the brother of Caroline, Mrs Simon Leiser, and 
Sophia, Mrs Max Leiser. 
9 Victoria Daily Colonist. 15 June 1916, p. 6, reports "Applications for transfers were granted as follows: Cecil, 
from Mr. A.J. McColl to Mr. T.J. Williams .. . " . The Licence Register mentions the transfer from AJ. McCool, but 
not to him. 1bis confounds matters as we have no other record of either an A.J. McColl or an A.J. McCool, and 
neither name appears in either the 1915 or 1917 City Directories. • 
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The Victoria Hotel of Grand Forks, B.C., 
A Maverick Corralled 

BC Database G6790a 
GS:R:21 mm 

by Ronald Greene 

6790c 
GS:R:21 mm 

There are few events more satisfying for a token collector than the positive 
attribution of an elusive maverick. The Victoria C and D tokens have proven to be a 
challenge but we have finally come across strong evidence that they belong to Grand 
Forks, B.C. 

Generally the denomination of 12 ½ft indicates a western issuer and the name of the 
hotel, "Victoria" suggests a Canadian issuer rather than a United States one, although we 
did encounter a Victoria Hotel in Washington State and another in Wrangell, Alaska. The 
latter was operated by the Day Bros., and since we had a ''D" already there we became 
excited about the possibility of a "C" partner but the hotel does not appear to have lasted 
longer than the frenzy of activity at Glenora, B.C. on the Stikine River in 1898, for which 
W rangell was the jumping off point. In less than six months Glenora was virtually 
abandoned, and the Victoria Hotel at Wrangell seems to have vanished. 

Secondly, the evidence is fairly strong that the tokens belong in British Columbia. 
The two denominations 5ft and 12½ft are a combination that exists in the province, the 
style of the token dates it to the tum of the last century when 12½ft tokens were still being 
issued, and the tokens have turned up here. The first thoughts were that Wm Cowan, 
operator of the Victoria Hotel, or Hotel Victoria as it was often called, in Revelstoke 
might have been the issuer. Cowan had issued Breton 938 and he was also involved, at 
one time, with a partner named Thomas Downs but a close study revealed that Cowan 
was out of the Hotel Victoria by April 1894 and had not formed the first of his 
partnerships - there were more than one - with Thomas Downs until 1896. Downs was 
never involved in the hotel, so Revelstoke as removed as a possibility. Another token 
issuing Hotel Victoria was in Victoria, B.C., but that hotel never had an operator with a 
name starting with either a "C" or a ''D." A third Victoria Hotel for which tokens are 
known was located in Silverton, a small mining community in the Kootenays. But that 
hotel was run by James Bowes, Mrs Amy Carey and finally Angus McAulay. There was 
no evidence that Mrs Carey had a partner. A search of licensed premises produced a 
Victoria Hotel in Whitewater, B.C. a saw mill community near the mining community of 
Sandon, but no suitably named operator was found there. Another token issuing Victoria 
Hotel was in Trail, but the partners there were Blake & Hector. Not to belabour this point 
we also found Victoria Hotels in Femie, Slocan City, Duncan City (in the Lardeat1), 
N~lson, Gladstone, Eholt, and Phoenix, none of which had suitably named operators. 
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As matters transpired we started going through the Grand Forks newspapers 
looking for events associated with a hotelier named Ernest Escalet, who was involved with 
several token issuing businesses. One event was an 1899 fire that destroyed his hotel in 
Columbia, a next door rival to Grand Forks that was later to be amalgamated with Grand 
Forks. Here we found another Victoria Hotel which brought us smartly to attention. 
Starting from the first newspaper issues available, 1896, we found a Mrs A.V. Davis 
operating the hotel, which she advertised as the mammoth hotel of the Kettle River 
District. But once again we did not find Mrs Davis with a partner. Lloyd A. Manly took 
over the bar and restaurant of the Victoria from Mrs Davis in mid 1897. Lloyd A. Manly 
later issued at least two tokens which carry his initials, the Owl and the Yale. In 1900 
Lloyd A Manly was still listed as the manager of the Victoria Hotel. 

Finally on June 29, 1901 the announcement that we had been looking for, George 
Cumings and Alvin M. Dunham had taken over the Victoria hotel, which had been closed 
for some time. Here we had a Victoria Hotel, with two proprietors, whose initials were 
"C" and 'TI." 

The previous year, George J. Cummings had applied for a liquor licence, but the 
hotel name was not specified. The 1901 Census, taken April 8 & 9th, gave his occupation 
as hotel keeper, age as 38, born in the US, and had entered Canada in 1897. The same 
census gave Alvin Mott Dunham's occupation as a clerk, age 31, also born in the US, and 
he had entered Canada in 1898. In 1900 Alvin M. Dunham was Lloyd A. Manly' s 
bookkeeper. 

The article which announced Cumings & Dunham taking over the hotel described 
their improvements to the hotel. They remodelled the interior of the bar, "which is now by 
far the finest fitted in the Boundary district." The local newspapers seemed only to have a 
few adjectives at their disposal, "first-class," "the finest," and "leading" being amongst 
those recurring regularly. The same article mentioned that the club rooms were "finished 
on the same sumptuous scale as the bar, and it will be the endeavor of the proprietors to 
make the Victoria the leading place of its class in the Boundary or Kootenay districts." 
The Victoria Cafe was leased out to Messrs Dufour and Schmuck. The restaurant had 
several operators over the next year. 

In September it was noted that Cumings and Dunham had, "added a fine upright 
piano to the attractions in their wine rooms, and also a couple of colored musicians, who 
perform skillfully on the piano, mandolin and guitar. They also have pleasing vocal 
accomplishments." 

Unfortunately the partnership between Cumings and Dunham was not to last very 
long. In mid December it was announced that Mr. Dunham had bought the interest of 
George Cumings and would be carrying on alone. No more was heard of Mr. Cumings. 
He appears to have left Grand Forks, possibly heading back to the U.S. 

Towards the end of July 1902 A.M. Dunham sold the Victoria to Fred Russell and 
Chas. Sally. The report said that 'Tony' [Dunham] would visit the Similkameen shortly 
for the purpose of inspecting his mining interests and enjoying a well earned rest. He 
would remain in Grand Forks permanently, but has made no definite plans for the future. 
His succesBOrs were said to be popular young men. 

"Permanently'' lasted just over a year for Tony Dunham. He and James Anderson 
left for the new coal community of Coleman, Alberta in late September 1903 to build a 
fifty room hotel, called the Coleman Hotel. Mrs Dunham joined him just before 
Christmas. By October 1904 Dunham had a different partner, A. Mutz, and only three 
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months later, January 1905 he appeared to be living in Republic, Washington, not far 
south of Grand Forks. In February 1907 Tony Dunham made a partial return to Grand 
Forks, purchasing a half interest in L.A. Manly' s Club Saloon - another token issuing 
business. Whether he was planning to move back to Grand Forks or not is unknown. But 
eight months later, in October 1907 his death was reported at which time he was living in 
Spokane, Washington. 

Fred Russell bought out his partner at the beginning of 1903 and was running the 
Victoria Hotel when a fire struck in April 1905 and partially destroyed the hotel. In the 
course of repairs the heavily damaged third storey was tom off, leaving only the street 
level where the bar and restaurant were located, and the second storey which held a 
number of bedrooms. 

The City of Grand Forks suffered a major fire on July 10, I 908. Starting about 
1 :30 a.m. in the old Union Hotel the fire consumed the city block bounded by Riverside 
Avenue, Bridge Street, First Street and Winnipeg Avenue and jumped Bridge Street to a 
second block . Six hotels and two banks plus about thirty other businesses and buildings 
were destroyed, the Victoria Hotel among them. The Victoria Hotel was valued at $8,000 
and carried $5,000 in insurance. The Yale Hotel valued at $40,000, Union Hall at 
$25,000 and the Eastern Townships Bank at $11,000 were the only destroyed buildings 
valued at more than the Victoria Hotel. Good work was reported by the city volunteer 
fire crews which got nine streams of water deployed, but they were losing way to the fire. 
The smelter fire crew came and managed to prevent the bridge across the Kettle River 
from being destroyed. A sudden change in the wind was the only thing that saved the rest 
of the city. 

In retrospect we might have looked at Grand Forks earlier as it has an unusually 
large number of 12½ cent tokens 21 mm in diameter and operator's initials appear on a 
number of Grand Forks tokens such as Owl/L.A.M., Yale/L.A.M., Windsor/A.W.F., 
Alberta Hotel/ A. T., etc. But by 1901 the Victoria Hotel, a "plain-jane" hote4 had been 
eclipsed by more lavish hotels such as the Yale, and the hotel name was not found in the 
British Columbia directories under the city listings, but only in the classified hotel listings. 

The short life of the partnership raises another question. We had postulated that in 
cases where 6¼ and/or 12½ cent tokens were known as well as 5 cent tokens that these 
were probably issued sequentially with the 5 cent token replacing the 6¼ or 12½ as prices 
were reduced due to freight costs dropping in line with better transportation. However, 
with a partnership lasting but six months the two denominations of 5 and 12½ cents must 
have been issued simultaneously or almost so. Slot machines were in common use in 
Grand Forks at the time. Could the St token be intended for the slot machines and the 
12½t token for making change? If any of our readers were in one of the Grand Forks 
Saloons c. 1900 would they kindly let us know what did happen? 
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Photo courtesy of the "Boundary Museum Society, Grand Forks, BC" 
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William Rob,ert McColl 
(1855 -1933) 

One hundred years ago on March 18th 1903 W. R McColl of Owen Sound, Ontario wrote 
to R. W. McLachlan of Montreal that " .... .. ,n;y wife has got me ta consent lo part will, 
my collection of coins ........... '" It was then that McColl created the "List of Canadian, 
Bri~ United States and Foreign Coins and Pattern Pieces, Paper Money etc ...... "' that 
was unwittingly to become the most important reference for collectors of Canadian Trade 
Tokens. 

William Robert McColl was born in Samia, Ontario on December 6, l 855. His parents 
were Ronald McColl and Isabella (Duncan) McColl. Ronald was born near Glasgow of 
Highland Scottish parentage. He was a tailor and partner in the firm Lambert and McCall 
located in Samia. Isabella came from a family of Samia area pioneers; her Father was 
John Dun~ one of the first two families to settle the area of Samia Township. 

When William was thirteen years old he left Samia Grammar School to begin as an 
apprentice in the successful dry goods store ofT. and J.S. Symington in Samia. After 3 
years William sought to further his apprenticeship with Robert Wanless at his Grocery, 
China and Glassware shop also located in Samia. Again after 3 years, and on the advice 
of his Sunday school teacher, McCall relocared to F~ Ontario to work as a salesman 
in the dry goods store of Duncan McBain. While in the service ofMcBain, McCall (now 
a man of twenty one years) answered an ad in the Toronto Globe for a sales position in 
Oshawa, Ontario. Upon being the fortunate applicant out of a group of twenty three 
McColl would work for 2 years as a clerk before taking a step that would see him work 
for no one else but himself for the rest of his life. 

In 1878 William McColl married Lucy Jane Lee of Stratford, Ontario and the following 
year formed a parmership with his brother-in-law William T. Lee. The firm~ to be 
known as McColl and Lee. For the next I 0 years these two young men buih a successful 
business and strengthened a personal relationship that allowed them to make a bold move 
to relocate to Owen Sound, Ontario where both would become well respected ciri7ffls of 
this comm'lDlity in their own way. 

On September 12 1889 the Owen Sound Advertiser ran McCall and Lee's first ad. A 
short introduction was printed by the Advertiser on page 'J stating in part "' ...... a large 
new dry goods establishment has been opened ollt next to P11rlu!r's Drug Store, Poulett 
Street, by Messrs. McCall (sic) & Lee. They have opened ollt seventy-five CIISO of no, 
and seasonable goods which the public are respectfully invited to ca/l lllUI baped.,, 
Poulett Street was the thriving business street of the town and McColl and Lee were 
located at 143 Poulett St in the Parker Block. Business was good and a short 3 years 
later, in 1892, McColl and Lee moved to larger premises. The new location was just a 
few doors up the road at 133-137 Poulett St. a building the firm bad built for their 
purposes. The establishment ofMcColl and Lee were now to become known as -ibe 
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Twin Stores". The building was set up like two separate stores but joined with a middle 
section. 

During this time McColl was to become friends with another of Owen Sounds' well 
known and respected businessman Mr. George Holmes. Holmes was a successful 
photographer and bad been born and raised in Owen Sound. He aJso, over time, came to 
own several of the buildings in the business area of town. 
McColl and Lee and the Twin Stores would survive 7 more years before both men after 
almost twenty years in business together would amicably split up and go their own way. 
William Lee remained in his half of the Twin Stores at 137 Poulett Street while Mc.Coll 
re-established himself at "The Old Post Office"' building, one of the buildings owned by 
George Holmes. McColl would remain here for the next 5 years, from 1898-1903. In 
September 1903 McColl closed his business and would not return to the role of 
shopkeeper for some twenty-two years. 

It is not exactly clear when William McColl came to be interested in collecting coins and 
tokens but it would seem he was involved in this hobby at least from 1890 until he sold 
his collections in 1904. What is quite clear is he never returned to numismatics after he 
sold these collections. He had also given up his membership in the American Numismatic 
Association in 1904. McCall had joined in 1901 and had been assigned number 254. 

McColl actively solicited trades and purchases with other collectors and corresponded 
with some of Canada's leading numismatist!; on a daily basis. The earliest record of 
correspondence this writer can find is in a letter dated April 9, 1890 . .tvlcColl writes to 
R. W. McLacblan ..... .. .Re Kenney check I htZVe ,nade inquiries about ii. and foul that he 
was ill business here (Hotel) some years ago and then left and went to the States. He 
had the dlecks IIUllle on the other side and has now come back again ........ -McColl 
goes on to say ..... . he was and is still a Canadilm doing basin~ /,ere and is likely to 
COlllinue to do so. Hoping that this covers the ground of your question. I am Yours 
llespectft,lly W.R. McColL 

W.R. McColl and his wife Lucy were both very Christian people and were well 
established in the Knox Presbyterian church. McColl was an Elder of the church, along 
with George Holmes in 1896 until 1902. This would likely represent 2 terms of 3 years 
which was normal for the day. Later, on May 25, 1926 at a largely attended meeting of 
the Continuing Presbyterians in Owen Sound, the matter of constructing a new church 
was evaluated. W.R. McColl was one of a committee of ten created to canvas.s for funds. 
When Lucy McColl died on March 31, 1927 the Owen Sound Sun Times stated in part • 
• ...... .Mn. McColl was a ,nember of the Knox O,urcb up to the fonnation of the new 
SL Alltlrew,s Presl,peria,, Church will, which ahe had been identified for the last year 
111111 a l,aJf. Asia from her chief illlerat, /ta luRne, Mrs. McCoB was tleeplJ, mterested 
ill Ille Lerdks Aid of Knox Churclt for~ ,ears. She led a beautiful Christian life 
1111tl t!IIIMllttli /,enelf to all will, whom site Ctlllle ill COlllacl.,, 
You will recall that W. R. McColl was inftumced by his Sunday School teacher who had 
advised him to seek the job in Forest, Ontario. Religion would stay with the McColl's all 
of their lives. 
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Given that religion was a large part of McColl's life it is only natural I suppose that be 
had more than a passing interest in Communion Tokens. In fact it is ironic that as 
collectors of Canadian merchant trade tokens we look to McColl's list as such a valuable 
guide to these tokens and yet when McColl made his own personal numismatist c-.a.t'd he 
stated that he was a "Collector of Rare Canadian Coins/ Medals and Communion 
Tokens~' and didn't mention the merchant trade and advertising tokens of which he had a 
vast collection. Perhaps there wasn't room on the card or perhaps he coveted his 
Communion Tokens more. In any case it is this interest that may have lead to him being 
in contact with R. W. McLachlan in the first place. As we know McLacblan wrote an 
early version oft.he catalogue 'Canadian Communion Tokens' in 1889-90 in the 
Canadian Antiquarian and Numismatic Journal This definitely would have been used by 
McColl. In a letter dated December 18, 1890 McColl writes to McLachJan the following; 
" ..... _Have you whoJ Chalmers Church O'Souml Comm1111io11 tokens yo11 req11ire? If 
not I can spare you five and you may sl!llll me for these the same qU1111tity of 
Communion tokens of the City of Mo11treal Presbyterian Churches or the lower 
pro1it,ces. Have not succeeded in obtainiag any IDkens from d,e places of which yo11 
sent me a list" 

In a. letter dated just 4 days later on Dec ~ 1890 McColl writes McLach)an what appears 
to be in answer to his previous letter of Dec 18th the following inteiesting response; 

Owen Soullll Dec 2M0 

My Dear Sir, 
Enclosed please find 2 pieces of CC O'Soundfor whid, please soul me 

SL Andrews Montreal & Maitand N.S. as proposed. 
Ya:, Traly Yolll'S 

W.Jl.McCo/J 
P.S. 

Would you give me a list of those who collect colllllUDUIHI tokens? J laUJw II good 
man.y but I can't beg,, bo"ow or steal a list of gen11ine collectors. 

Over the next thirteen years McColl and Mcl..acblan will continue to correspond and 
trade coins and tokens. It is interesting to note that a letter sent from McLamlan in 
Montreal on say the sm of the month would be in McCall's bands on the 1"- in Owen 
Sound. Likewise anything sent from Owen Sound would also be delivered in this 2 day 
period. These letters wouJd not only contain paper but cash and or tokens. As an example 
from a letter dated March 31 st 1900 McColl to Mcl.amlan • ..... ..Endosd plel,se Jintl 
60c to cover balance S0c on medal 1111d lOcfor cbeck;for du! Slilme act:qJt-, bat 
thanks ..... -." Of course for larger amounts cheques were used. I have not run acnm a 
letter so far that indicates any of the correspondence or its contt:uts went aslray. 
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Dming the year of 1902 McColl and McLachJan traded and bought and sold to each other 
{as well as others in the hobby) quite extensively. In January of 1903 a tone in McCoU's 
letter is detected as follows; " ...... yours t.o hand re medals but I will /,ave to forgo the 
p'leantre just now as I have too much ID meet for the next tK•o months ...... " 
Two months later McColl drops a bombshell in this letter to McLachlan; 

FROM 

RETAIL DEALER IN GENERAL DRY GOODS, 

LADIES' COATS, AND FURS. 

7CJ ••• ~?u. ~ 

~ 

1/i-arfette,z.oj,,pv,t'Z4,~"-~a«d.~'°'1,a. 

1/Mt4~flieeeiM~. 9'4id.ita4Ukaed-~it&a'l/i-'7 

'4llle lltlt a,~ a.t {ne4ut 4o. ~ i.e. 1K, «Ji/e fu. tJllt met.a 

~~~a,f,fi,lll,ff~o/,e,«,d,a«d14&etaaNV;tke/ur4t

~- o/, $11/0.00 o,e a,p/tll«Nll ~-

1/ ,p,«, ""1e a, fQ4ld li4t uJ«A 9 t:11,,e /di /o':, ead 4o«l it on. 

~~ 
?Q.~ ?Jtee,lt 

Over the course of the next couple of months Mcl..achlan and McColl trade letters back 
and forth and in April of 1903 McCall has a proposition for Mcl..achlan; 

•... ,, . ,,_ fkr Md""9 de Al&,,u, 7oh.. A_ 1 a,iJt 9i6e 'I"" a p,ut:e 

-•-'41,e~aAtl,t/,,-~f,t/,et,.el...&,'ldM!zlllll4il44-

'}l.,e jtw,. fMllt¥d ~ to~ a /ilt4t ~-
'/ f#IIJ ~ Rsoo.oo 1-e de -""e 1«c1. MU/4, d«h~ 

·--~ e.~.,,.._ tJ,e,... ~. loolA.,.. _,.,,, ..t ~
"".,,. ""'" ""' "-'4 le J/,e to ~ d, Ida fl'Ul/l,t. 
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7ie ~ (U ,,-~ u tUIKUI lu,o,,d tie~ at. 
ue tAe f.ate i4«le4 9 4a,,,e tb,., IIJMe ~ t4a. ~ /!A'"'"'" u&.t:t,,, 

-ur,laez~aNf(Au,~. -

From this point on the tone of the letters becomes a little strained as McLachlan tries to 
make a deal in what he senses is a fire sale; 

"" """ •• ", ,1/oa,i ~ "',ree,e,et tla:te e4'1le 'v4t/ tAJ 14.-t c,J u ~ 
~ ,pa de~ 7"'"4 at $2.50 f/ at~ d d/4 fl'l«,e 
ftl,ea4e ~- '1 IMe paut $4. 00 ead jo,i 44tRe /eM. 4t:4lla. 

'1 ,de,~ rp,et 449 J«lt "1MAt4 200 I«, $125. 00 « 62.5 

Ullt4-eadalt'UKlltdadtpU1,44tf,oiieordti1111t<Ueth..~-.ia, 

~l~u,puteaftdeap? 
Vo ,p,a, f.llallt-, {!4"4fl.a_ eeltU 1858' to uu aft w ue ·tt: 

1K5K ft'z«I/: IK59 l,zau, (j«Ut_: ad 18'591,zau, • /f«el .. IOe rAt:i dlt 

'WIRd. ~aue 4"'4 a/t #«I ~ 4ilr,e,i ?/,«,,/~tttf 41141/e. 
~~de /t'Z4t ~,.Ja~ td l,t. 

Another letter shortly after this indicates that McLachlan must have paid McColl a visit 
in Owen Sound; 

1 ~ de otk,r, """~ 1te. t/14490'6- ().e. 1t 14 ""'de 
4411te die, 1ttn 4aHte 4fFt """' 11(111, de 4a. t,eed "'llNJU' ei.tkA,. 

9/,eot,,,,'4z,,-~~~ .. 7h.4eteoaedeoJ, 
paut,1'4doj,/l_ad9~fP'Mi4""'-"'1.e"4tp,e 
~ Me o/, tk,u. 

1 piZe ~ ltlJ# f#id 46 _,.,~did,
tU# 't lle-ed-. ~. StNNeMed4e,«tt,a;,t. 
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The next letter, May l 0, 1903 bas overtones of delight as .IvlcColl informs McLachlan 
tha1; 

" ........................... ~ /au« to ~ ~ $60. Of) /tn tot o/ to4ec4. 
~ i«4t ~~~~a,~ e4'Je.ri ue ad~ 

~ de I« ltn, a.~ 6:wJe,t, /z'lU.,e e.adl Stn'Vf we did~ 4tz i.t &a 
~ ~ h'6e ~ el4e ,-~ ...... # • ,. 

The entire collection ofMcColl's tokens were subsequently purchased by an Ontario 
collector for the sum of$1400. in June of 1903. I have heard speculation that the well 
known American collector Virgil Brand purchased much of McColl's American and 
British material but have nothing to substantiate this. It would seem that the ~ccess of 
the McColl sale list was at best a failure. Very little of his material sold from this list. 
In October 1904 Part I of the McColl collection went to auction through Geoffrey 
Charlton Adams of New York City and Part II took place in December of that same year. 
These sales mark the end of W .R McColl's numismatic activities. 

On Friday May 1 st 1903 McColl ran his last newspaper ad. In September of 1903 W.R. 
McColl closes his business in Owen Sound ( one reason was that the building he was in 
was sold to a local business man John Parson) ~d moved his stock to Berlin (Kitchener, 
Ont:.} to start in business there. Whatever business venture he set out to begin it didn't 
meet his cxpec1ations and McColl was gone .from this City in less than a year. 

In studying McColl's life it becomes apparent that he enjoyed writing. One can see that it 
must have been his endeavors that were put in to the McColl and Lee ads at times 
demonstJ:ating a frustrated poet perhaps. When McCoD split up with Lee and they went 
their separate ways both gentlemen began to advertise their business. McColl's ads 
remained 'flowery' while Lee's ads were sterile and reflected a "just the fucts~ attitude. 
One f.act that we do know is that at the tum of the century McColl was gaining a 
reputation for the articles he was writing for the 'Dry Goods Review' a periodical for dry 
goods store owners and grocery storekeepers. Larer McColl would write in the Owen 
Sound newspapers dming the summer months about his other love in life horticulture. 
One of the areas of writing that McColl excelled at was articles on window trimming. In 
die aa of dry goods stores a shopkeeper may be considered to be only as good as his 
window. The importance of drawing people in to your store was not lost on McColl and 
he bad ideas that were considered good enough to put down in a book. 
From 1904 until sometime in 1912 McColl entered a new stage in his life, that of the 
tmvc1ing salesman. McColl, armed with his book, window supplies and some 500 
dilJaeut window cards set out on the road with the aim of putting one of his books in 
every dry goods store in every town. According to McColl he bad no competition and 
dJad'ore never bad a day he didn't do well 

On October 27, 1911 W.R. McColl's mother Isabella dies of 'Brights' disease or kidney 
:fililme. She was 82 years old. Just over 2 weeks later on November 12* 1911 his father 
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Ronald dies of old age at 85 years. Both parents were still in Samia, Ontario where they 
harl lived all of their lives. 

It V1ras right arowid this time that McColl decided to leave the road and return to Owen 
Sound and possibly a more stable life once again It is Ibis writers belief that Lucy 
McColl had remained in Owen Sound while her husband toughed it out on the road. 
McColl's physician had advised him to leave the road as his heabb. waso 't the best. 
Perhaps a small inheritance from his recently deceased parents made 1he decision easier. 
In any case W .R.McColl embarked on a completely different path in his life and at the 
age of 57 purchased the insurance business of R.R. Goklsmith in Owen Sound. W.R. 
Mee.oil now could call him.self an insurance and real estate agenL For the first time he 
was a dealer in fire, wind, automobile and life insurance as well as some real estate. 
George Holmes had dabbled quite successfully in real estate and this is an area that had 
always intrigued McColl. Business flourished .and so did his repl11ation. In December of 
1916 William R. McColl was nominated for town council by H.R.Moffatt and J.C.Grier. 
The field was the largest ever with thirty-two nominations. McColl was not su~ful 
this time. However, in January 1918 W.R. McColl was to become the new town~ 
along with Mr. John Reid. This apj<?intment had its oppositions and a great debate 
ensued on the night of January 14 1918. In the end McColl won the vote by a count of 
9-5 over bis nearest opponent Mr. John Peacock. The appointment paid a salary of $500. 

Things had definitely picked up for McColl who now bad a flourishing business and a 
paying town appointment. Ifs only natural that he indulges himself in his hobbies. 
In a newspaper article in 1929 the reporter has this to say about W.R. McColl • ..... ~ 
has his hobbies and one of these is the collection of ferns of which he has DVl!I' two 
thousand specimens all correctly described by both their botanical 1111d common ~ 
together with Dl'er four hundred specimens of mosses. He has six hmulred lllinera/ 
specimens and fifteen hundred boxes of shdls and afu,e collection of •icas ............ ,, 
It would seem that numismatics was now left far behind him. 

Definitely McColl's new love was horticulture (a love shared with his nephew Percy Lee) 
or more specifically orchids and ferns. W .R McColl bad become somewhat of an expert 
on these subjects and entertained visits from very prominent figures from around North 
America Locally he was recogniud and during the summer months would write articles 
pertaining to the various orchids found in the Bruce area specifically the rarer Ram's 
Hom orchid of which he was considered to know more than anyone on the Bruce 
Peninsula. The Ram's Hom is found in only a few places and not in large quantity. 
McColl would transplant these orchids to his home and then exchange them with others 
in the United States. 

Ferns however were McColl's real forte. He had learned how to propagate catain rare 
ferns in captivity and then grow them to previously unknown si7.e. An example was 
illustrated when a Professor Saunders of London, an expert on wild birds and plants, saw 
McColl's specimen of a Goldie Shield Fem, Saunders declared it to be the largest he bad 
ever seen and suggested contacting the Smithsonian Institute as evidence of what this 
fem could become in the appropriate surrounding. 
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When Rev. Dr. Campbell of Montreal (his collection of wild flowers was the basis for the 
book Wild Flowers of Canada) came to visit with McColl the newspaper reported that 
" ..... -Dr. Campbell congratulated Mr. McCall on having the best specimens, the 
nicest mounted and Iabeled of any collection he had ever seen." 

McColl was also considered an expert on the rare Harts Tongue fem. In North America it 
can be found only in Tennessee, New Y orlc, New Brunswick and Owen Sound_ In 
England and Ireland the fem is quite abundant but in North. America was considered a 
treasure. 

McColl's vast knowledge and success in the area of orchids, ferns and mosses made him 
the envy of Botanists everywhere. In this area he was considered to be a leading expert in 
the Dominion of Canada Around 1929 McColl's vast collection of ferns, considered to 
be the finest in Canada, was acquired by the University of Toronto. 

Sometime around 1925 McColl sold his insurance and real estate business to Austin 
Scully of Owen Sound. Now seventy years old it only seems right he might consider 
retiiement. However, McColl was now set to try something old. Returning to his roots 
McColl's Fair and Gift shop was fowided on 2nd Avenue East (furmerly Poulett St.). 
McColl had truly come full circle. 

On Tuesday December 21 st 1926 William T. Lee, McColl's brother-in-law, died after a 
long illness of about 8 years. He was 69 years of age. It should be noted that 8 years 
previous Lee's store was the victim of arson (3 separate fires had been set) and perhaps 
this was 1he grounds for the beginning of his illness. 
On March 31 st 1927 Lucy (Lee) McColl died. She bad suffered from high blood pressure 
for about 5 years but it was an acute form of bronchial asthma which she succumbed to. 
W.R. McColl and Lucy McColl had no children. 

W-mter in Owen Sound, as those familiar with the area can attest, can be very harsh and 
trying. So it was on Tuesday February 7tlt 1933 a brutally cold and bliz7.ardy night when 
William Robert McColl, now a man of 78 years, closed up his shop and headed for his 
boarding house on 8111 Street A East. The long S block(partly uphill) walk through this 
raging storm must have been too much for McColl_ As he entered the boarding house he 
collapsed on a chair and died of a heart attack. 
The following day the Owen Sound Sun Times descnl>ed McColl as a well-known and 
admired businc:Mmao They continued " ......... the death of Mr. McCall will be greatly 
r~ by 11,e business men of Owen So1111d especially the merclumts with whom he 
...-60 well aq_llllUlled, as well as by the J,,aulreds who knew J,im personally." 

W.R.. McColl was buried in Greenwood Cemetery February 106 1933 in Area S 13 B 
Raw 3 in 1he LEE plot. Once again he was united with his brother-in-law William T. and 
his wife Lucy. His passing was mourned by his sister Margaret of Samia, Ont., his 
brother Joseph of Buffalo, N.Y. and his brother Jack of St. Louis, Missouri. There are no 
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markings on any· of the stones to indicate McColl was placed there but cemetery records 
show that this is the case. 

While little trace is left of W.R. McColl after death his "List of Canadian, British, United 
States and Foreign Coins and Pattern Pieces, Paper Money etc ...... ~ that he has left 
behind for all generations to come is some testimony to a man who locally became 
known as "Owen Sound's one best, c.ollector .............. - • 

Scott E. Douglas 
CA.TC 999 

EPILOGUE 

About 7 years ago, as I once again reached for my copy of McColl, it occurred to me that 
here was a man that had a certain captive audience with his "List of Canadian, British, 
United States and Foreign Coins and Pattern Pieces, Paper Money etc ...... " and yet I 
knew absolutely nothing personal about his life. In setting out to enlighten myself I soon 
realized that it seemed no one else knew much about him either. I exhausted every 
nmnismatic channel only to discover that very, very little had been written about McColl 
and even less of an accurate nature. 
My family cottage is in Sauble Beach, Ontario just a half hour drive from Owen Sound 
For the next 7 years I would familiarize myself with the local facilities of this wonderful 
country city even more than 1 already bad in previous years and uy to unravel the life of 
W.R.. McColl Many hours of microfilm was viewed and all local histmy books were 
read The Grey County Museum had come to know me and it took only a short time for 
me to realize why nothing had been written before. At first there S:CCIDed to be nothing to 
find. But wait!! Here is a man who spent almost forty yems in the town and under the 
watchful eye of its citizens had grown to be a well respected business man. How is it 
~ible that nothing remained ........ barely a trace. Photographs of the man appear to be 
non existent. Slowly pieces began to fall into place and a story formed of a man who was 
well liked and respected by everyone who knew him. 
As happens with research of this nature I am not completely satisfied that all bas been 
revealed. There are some small holes and of course the years fi:om 1904 - 1911 are gray 
areas indeed. I am sure that more may come to light in the futme but in the meantime I 
hope everyone bas enjoyed reading my story ofMcColl's life as I came to see it. 
I would like to thank Warren Baker for allowing me to use his copies of the McLachJan / 
McColl letters of correspondence and his kind encouragement over the years when I was 
trying to put this project together. I would also like to thank Len Buth for bis cndJcss 
support and proof reading abilities. Its friends like these that make token colleding the 
greatest part of the world numismatics. 

Scott E. Douglas 
August 25, 2003 
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1877 

1911 

A Chronology of 
William Robert McColl 

McCall is born in Samia,. Ontario on December (l-h 

McColl leaves Samia Normal School at the age of 13 to appren1ice at the dry goods finn 
ofT. & J.S. Symington one ofSm:nia's leading stores.. 

McCall leaves Symington' s to further his apprenticeship a1. the Robert Wanless Grocery, 
Glassware and China store in Samia. 

At the advice of his Sunday school teacher McColl goes to work as a Salesman for 
Duncan McBain in Fcmst,. Ontario. 

McColl. now 22 years of age, IIZISWers an ad in the Toronto Globe for a sales position in a 
dry goods store in Osbawa, Ontuio. Of 23 applicants his is the successful one. 

McColl marries Lucy Jane Lee of Stratfurd, Ontario in Osha\\--a 

The dry goods firm ofMcColl and Lee is formed with brother in law William T. Lee in 
Oshawa and remains there for the nat l 0 years. 

The fum of McColl and Lee moves to 143 Poulett Street in Owen Sound,. Ontario. 

McCall and Lee move across the street to 133-137 Poulett SL and call the new 
establishment ""The Twin Stores". 

The firm of McColl and Lee is dissolved by mutual consem and McColl opens across the 
strc:et and down in the OJd Post Office bm7ding William Lee remains in business at 137 
PoulettSt. 

McCall decides to sell his coin collection. In March he releases his "'List of Canadi~ 
British, United States and Foreign Coins and Pattern Pieces, Paper !\-lone~• etc ...... "' 

The last ad for McCoU appears in the Sun Tunes on May 131• McColl closes the store 
shortly after. 

Geoffrey C. Adams brings Part I and II of the McColl Collection to anction. 

McCall moves to Berlin (Kitchener) but remains less than a year. 

McColl goes on the road promoting his pamphlet <m. .,.W-mdow Dres,gng"' but after 7 
years must quit due to poor lx:alth. 

McColl returns to Owm Sound and buys the Insurance and Real Estate business of R.R. 
Goldsmith of Owm Sound. 

McCall sells tbe Insmaocc- business 1D Austin Scully and ....... 

...... .opens "McColl Fair and Gift"' on 'J!"'- Avenue East (Poulett Street) in Owen Sound. 

McColl closes his shop on February ..,. and walks 1hc few blocks to his boarding house in 
a aging blizzard. Soon after cutaing 1he pmtor hr. ooJlapscs and dies of a heart attack. 
W. ll. McColl is 71 years old. 
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The Personal Numismatist Cards of W.R. McColl 

McColl card with 
•Numismatist' correct 

Obverse. 

Common reverse of all 
McCollcards. 

McColl card with 
'Nmnismatists' 
Error Obverse 

B~ reverse with 
knurled edge. 

W.R. McColl had his personal numismatist cards made by the Chicago token making 
firm of C.H. Hanson and Co. Each piece has a population of I 00. The way McCall 
explains it the firm created the 'numimiatists' obverse in copper and almn.inum. McColl 
refused these pieces because of the error. Appa.tently C. H. Hanson told McColl they 
would correct the mistake if he were to order a new die and strike one more token. This 
would give McColl 5 different pieces and he would only have to pay for 3. The third 
token McColl ordered was made of brass and had a more knurled edge as opposed to the 
beaded edge of the other pieces of copper and aluminum. 
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Poulett Street 1938. The scene i& much the same as iB McColl's early 
-,. ud bi fact is Ht too much different today in 2003. Bis store in 
Ul3 Js llldic:ated below tile letter 'A'. 
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W.R. .. McCoU 

McColl's Store from 1898-1903 
the old Post Office building as 
isin 2003. 
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R~ -McCOLL. Eaq .. .. 
OP. 1ERUN, CANADA; 
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ectlons froui Other Cabll!et~ : 
,.,., .. _.1,,.,,. .... 

TO BE SOW 
• Y\diout~. 

BLIC AUCTION 
J 

iY., • Auctioneer. 
C 2.Jrd Str-t. 

PART II 
OF- TllE COll.ECrIOI OF . . 

Ca~adian· Medals, . and Tokens 
nu; PROPERTY OF 

• W. R. McCOLL. &q. 
• OF BERLIN, CANAD/\. 

TOGF.THJl:R WJTll • 

Selections f'rom Other Cabinets • 

Cornpriaialf • v~ry"fino sr.rics. of English Sil~rr, Unih!d Sbtteii 
. SilvernmlCopp.-r, Ca.aadun Coins. 'Medals11n<I Tola-ns, • 

Nu111!11matii: an,I Other Book, .. 

\flTICII \\'Jt.1. b~ SOI.I> · 

; · . ,' AT.- PUBLIC AUCTION, 
Ab~u_,ely Without R«xt'Y<, : 

_· At die R~ of ·the Colledor's Cluli, 351 4th Ave., llelt' Ten, 
DANIEL R. KENNEDY, Auc:donett, 

Thursday Afternoon, Dec. 29, 1904, 
AT TWO O'CLOCK. 

The Colaa. ~~ will be - •~ ,DII U.. day J • ul~ 
. .from to .A. M: to 1 P .. M. 

Calal~_by 

~ Charlton Adams, M Ji,.. 
FLAT IRON BUILDING. 
tT- -.110.-J 

NEW YORK, U.S. A. 
TO YHOM IIOS NAY 18 SBNT. 

The inside covers of the McColl sales by Geoffrey Charlton Adams of New York City 
Part I and Part II. The first sale was postponed by almost one week to Friday Oct. 7th. 



S8 aaDominiou of Canada," angel to right, R. Arms, bronze proof, 
inued to Owen Sound Horticultnral Society, for be!ttt 20 var. 
plums. Very rare, I,. 1460. in leather case. 1¾'. 

This medal was listed in the Geoffrey Charlton Adams catalogue of the McColl 
e Part L The medal resides in the authors collection, minus the leather case, 

is edge inscribed " Owen Sound Horticultural Society 1882 ,, 
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GREENWOOD CEMETER~ OWEN SOUND 

In the west portion of the Greenwood cemetery in Owen Sound, Ontario is a 
gravestone marked LEE. This is the burial plot of William T. Lee and his family. Lee was 
McColl's long time business partner and brother-in-law. Although the headstone itself 
bas no names inscribed ( other than 'LEE') there are footstones to indicate who is buried 
there and where. W.R. McColl and his wife Lucy are the only ones buried here with no 
markings to indicate this fact. They are located in the north-west comer of the plot. 
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A~ Geoffrey C. 

Adams, Geoffrey C. 

Barlcer, Kenneth S. 

Bowman, Fred 

Croft, Melba Morris 

Croft, Melba Morris 

Croft, Melba Morris 

Croft, Melba Morris 

The Owen Sound Advertiser 

The Owen Sound Sun-Times 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

McColl Sale Catalogue Part I Sale XIlI 

McColl Sale Catalogue Part ll Sale XV 

Presbyterianism in Owen Sound 

Collectors of Canadian Coins of the Past 

The People of Owen Sound 

Fourth Entrance to Huronia 

Renewal of a Canadian Port 

Growth of a County Town 

1904 

1904 

1991 

1972 

1993 

1984 

Various issues (microfilm) 1889 

Various issues (microfilm) 1889-1933 

Correspondence from W.R. McColl to R. W. McLachlan 1890-1904 graciously loaned to 
1he author by Mr. Warren Baker. 
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Tokens of Newbury, Ontario 
by l lany N. James. FCNRS 

Newbury, Ontario is located in Mosa Township of west Middlesex County, about two miles north of 
hiway 2 between London and Chatham. It got its initial growth spurt in I 851 when the Great Western Railroad 
went through. Originally knov.'11 as Ward ' s Station, it was re-named Newbury after a village in England when 
the post office was established there in 1854. It was incorporated as a village in 1872. 

In McColl • s listing of his collection which he was selling in 1903, he lists a set of due bill tokens for 
a W. Bayne of Newbury, Ontario. There were eight tokens in the set including a $2.00 and a $5.00 brass token. 
From I~ to $1 . 00 the tokens were made of aluminum. ThC) were all octagonal in shape and varied in size of 
from 18 mm for the I c to 36 mm for the dollar. The $2.00 token was 28 mm and the $5.00 token, 36mm. 

If you drive into Newbury, you will see on the main street a one story red brick building which is the 
Newbury branch of the Middlesex County library. The name W Bayne Library in a cement stone is clearly 
visible at the top of the building. The Bayne family is certainly a part of the Library history in Newbwy. 

In 1887 the Library and Musical Society was formed with J. H. Bayne as president. A small collection 
of books ,,as housed in a building on the comer of Hagerty and Dundas Streets. They were later moved into the 
former shop of Robert Adair. In 1930 Mrs. William Bayne and her son Adair Bayne had the old Adair house 
and shop demolished and a red brick building was erected as a memorial to William Bayne, a long time Nevvbury 
merchant. 

Mr. Bayne ,,.,as in business as a general merchant in Newbury as early as 1873. At that time he was in 
partnership with a Mr. Douglas and the store was run under the name of Bayne & Douglas. Douglas dropped 
out of the partnership some time in the 1880s and William Bayne was assisted by his brother John for a number 
of years. The store had a tailor shop and a millinery business in conjunction ·with it. Mr. Bayne was also 
interested in politics, being village reeve during the years 1903 through 1905. Mr. Bayne died in 1926 after 43 
years in business and the stock and building were sold soon after his death. 
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Going north up the main street from where the library is now, and on the other side near the corner of 
Dundas was another merchant who used due bill tokens in his business. Brass, round It and 5t tokens are listed 
in Ken Palmer's Ontario General Merchants' Trade Due Bills. 

Mr. Vail was in business up until about the tum of the century. His store was known as The Reliable 
Store. An ad in the Farmer's & Business Directory for the counties o/Huron, Middlesex and Perth of 1901 
state that he was a dealer in groceries, dry goods, hats, caps, boots, shoes, crockery, stationery etc. Produce was 
taken in exchange. 

His business was sold in the early 1900s to Albert Holman who had been operating a general store 
aaoss from Vail's store. Holman moved his business into Vail's store and operated there until 1923 when he 
sold to a Don Fletcher. 

Vail's Tokens: 

A.M. VAIL/ GENERAL/ MERCHANT/ NEWBURY,/ ONT. 

Sources: . 

Good for / 5t I in trade 
Good for / It I in trade 

Tokens ofW. Bayne 

B-R-22 
B-R-19 

Rlusrrations of Vail tokens than>. 
Gord Nichols, SL Catharina, Oi 

McColl, W.R., Sales List of Canadian Me.dais and Business Cards, 1903, Owen Sound, Ontario. 

Hmdlc, Bessie, The HistgJy ofNewbwy. printed by the Bothwell Times, 1973. 

Palmer, Km, Ontario GeperaJ Mqchants' Trade Due Bills published by The Canadian Association of Token 
Collectors, St Thcmas, Ontario, 2001. 

E'armer's & Busiocss Directory for the counties of Huron, Middlesex and Perth, 190 l. 
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The Columbia Farthings 

An Update 
ByM. H. Kyle 

The following is an update of the known varieties of the Columbia Farthing Tokens. 

Due to the interest of several of our members in this interesting group of farthing sized tokens 
the following varieties will be listed using the most complete listing I have been able to find, that 
of#l through #17 found in TOKEN COLLECTOR'S PAGES by George and Melvin Fuld. With 
the addition of a further three varieties I wiU assign the temporary numbers #18 - #19 - #20. 

Opinion is diverse as to the place of origin and the purpose for which this small 22 mm. or less 
Copper Tokens was produced. The bust has been attributed to that of both the Duke of 
Wellington of Britain and Simon Bolivar of Colombia. The Rx-. (excepting #6 - #7 - #8) have a 
shield or wheel with the center depicting a Union Jack. 

Although many opinions have been put forth over the years, I think it safe to say the general 
opinion is they are of British origin, the dies having been produced by William Wyon, but 
arguable so. Circa. 1820-1830. 

All of these pieces are thought to have been produced in copper with one possible exception 
that being #5. The late R. C. (Bob) Wil_ley states under the heading Coins and Tokens 
Mistakenly Attributed to Canada that. BI 9 or Fuld #5 is found in copper and brass. ( brass 
unseen by the author and was not included in Willey's collection when sold) be lists six 
examples in his article in the CNA Journal, B 19 through B24 inclusive, without cross-references. 

From past articles in this publication, farthings seen very little service if any in Colonial 
Canada unless hammered to pass as halfpennies, to date these pieces have been relegated to the 
category of gaming tokens or card markers. as most of the counters seen today are brass, these 
copper pieces in time may very well prove to have been turned out for a much higher calling. 
( more research will be required. ) 

This article is not intended to be the definitive work on this subject, rather to be used as a point 
of reference for further research and discussion. Other varieties may very well exist including 
mules. ( collectors are invited to submit their findings to the Editor. ) 

I have not attributed rarity to these pieces, however I found #1 and #4 to be the greater 
challenge. These pieces are affordable and can be found in dealers stock from time to time as 
well as the electronic media. 
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Columbia Farthing Varieties 

No. 1 

21.5 mm. Border raised with inner circle, the legend COLUMBIA over bust right with 
a hooked nose. The first small curl of hair on forehead under the right leg of the M. Rx
Toothed border around CROWNED JULY 19 1821 also around a crown between branches of 
oak, rose, thistle and shamrocks. upset reverse. 

No.2 

21.5 mm. Border toothed, the legend is GEORGIUS IV BRITANNIARUM REX:F:D. 
around bust left. Rx-as on No. 1 

No.3 

21.5 mm. Border raised with inner circle, the legend COLUMBIA. in small letters 
above bust right, first curl on forehead under center of B, stop after COLUMBIA. Rx
raised border with inner circle, justice seated right on shield with broad sword in right hand 
above right side of shield, scales in left hand, base is uneven, upset reverse. 

No.4 

21.2 mm. Border raised with inner circle, the legend COLUMBIA is below a thin 
bust right. ( as on #9) Rx-Raised border with inner circle, justice seated right with longer 
sword, right hand center right of shield. base almost straight, as on #10, upset reverse. 

No.5 

21.5 mm. Border raised with inner circle of small dots, the legend COLUMBIA 
above bust right above a fasces. ( similar to that used by the Romans without the axe) Rx
Raised rim with inner circle of small beads around justice seated right, short curved sword 
with hand to right of shield above vertical curved line from ground to seat, base almost 
straight, as on #9, upset reverse. 

• No.6 

21.5 mm. Border raised rim with inner circle. (circle usually weak to left of bust) 
bust lei\ on the nose the nostril is straight. Rx-raised rim with inner circle, Justice standing 
facing right, sword in right hand balance in left. Fuld claims this reverse does not have a 
ball above the balance held in left hand, their piece I expect is the product of worn dies or 
just worn, the example shown here has a ball. this is the only example in this series to have 
a straight reverse, as a result I tlrlnk this a correct attribution, irregular base, straight 
reverse. 
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No.7 

21.5 mm. Obverse is the same as on #6 except the nostril is broken, the lower portion 
is wanting, Rx-as on #6 except the ground is slightly wider, perhaps from an earlier die 
state. upset reverse. 

No.8 

21.5 mm. Obverse as on #6 and #7 except the nostril is hooked, on higher grade 
examples the field is pebbled with fine rust spots. Rx-as on #6 and #7, upset reverse. 

No.9 

21.2 mm. Obverse as on #4, there is a die crack on both between U and M of 
COLUMBIA, on the few examples I have seen the crack is bolder on #9. Rx- as #5. 

No. 10 

21.0 mm. Border raised with inner circle, COLUMBIA above a bust rignt with rust 
dots at throat, on truncation as well as others to right and above bust, right curl under right 
leg of M, closely resembles # 11, however the mouth is open on this variety and closed on 
#11. Rx- as on #4 except there is an extra vertical line in center of shield. ( bold examples) 

NO. 11 

21.0 mm. Border raised with inner circle, closely resembles #10 except the mouth is 
closed. Rx-Closely resembles #4, very minor differences in shield design that may be the 
result of worn dies. upset reverse. 

No. 12 

21.3 mm . Border raised with inner circle. Bust right under COLUMBIA, straight 
nose. First curl on forehead under center right ofM, the Mis re-cut to right. The nose 
closely resembles # 14, however not as well connected to forehead. Rx- Justice seated right 
with balance in left hand and sword in right, there is a horseshoe shaper design ( open at 
top) on ground to the right of shield, the right hand is above the right side of shield, this 
reverse is found with and without a vertical die crack between the cups on the balance. 
Straight base, upset reverse. 

( this and the following two varieties are very closely related, all sharing a re-cutting of the 
M on the right side.) 
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The numbers attribution of this ( # 12 ) and the following two varieties were determined 
by reverse die numbers provided by Fuld, otherwise they may have been ordered in 
sequence by the progression of the obverse die states. 
As mentioned earlier, other varieties can reasonably be expected, for that reason a 
continuation of this temporary numbering system may be advantageous for comparison 
purposes during further research. 

No. 13 

21.3 mm. As on #14 with very minor change, perhaps the result of worn dies, most 
notably is the separation between upper nose and forehead as on #12 . (second or third die 
state) as on the proceeding variety the Mis re-cut on the right side. Rx-closely resembles 
#12 except the right hand is close to center of shield, body between sword and right arm, on 
the ground there is grass between shield and differently folded drapery. straight base, upset 
reverse. 

No.14 

21.1 mtn. Raised rim with inner circle, the legend COLUMBIA over bust right,as on 
#12, the nose extends upward to join the forehead, ( first die state) Rx-Grass on ground, 
practically no design under seat ,only drapery. Justice appears to be seated on the shield 
right upper, hand just right if center. straight base, upset reverse. 

No.IS 

21.3 mm, Raised rim with inner circle, COLUMBIA with stop, above bust right, large 
first curl on forehead centered between M and B, straight nose, the same obverse as on 
#19,. Rx-Justice seated right as proceeding, there is a serpentine line starting at the right of 
shield that curls down and to the right above ground and drapery, base almost straight with 
a downward hook at left end. upset reverse. 

No.16 

21.0 mm. Raised rim with inner circle, COLUMBIA above bust right, on a bold 
example the end of nose is very prominent to the right, the Mis re-cut to left Rx- Justice 
seated right as preceding, there is a crude S shaped design between shield and drapery, on 
the two examples I have seen the shield is re-cut on the left side from a point just below the 
horizontal cross on shield to a point just above same, base almost straight. upset reverse. 

No.17 

21.0 ~ Rim raised with inner circle, COLUMBIA above bust right. The hair is 
almost straight with a turn to the left at top, first hair on forehead under left side of B, 
young head. Rx- Justice seated right as preceding, head is larger and rounded with a bun or 
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curl at rear, the drapery consists of a number of diagonal almost straight lines from seat to 
ground. base almost straight, upset reverse. 

No.18 

21.0 mm. Raised rim with inner circle, under COLUMBIA a bust right, the lower 
center ofMjoined to right leg ofM, the first two hair coils are below center left of B. Rx
Justice right as proceeding, the hair above forehead is high and round sloping to a large 
round area in rear ( so far unique ) short sword, drapery flows from seat to ground in almost 
straight lines, at left the drapery is joined to shield. base uneven, upset reverse. 

No.19 

21.0 mm. Obverse as on #15, stop after COLUMBIA, there is considerable rusting in 
lettering. Probable a second die state. Rx-justice right as preceding, the head and hair is 
cone shaped with a small bun or dot on reverse of same. The field to right is pebbled with 
rust spots, the drapery does touch the seat, joined only below the knee, straight base, 
reverse upset. 
(to date this reverse is unique, however due to the rusting perhaps we can expect to find an 

earlier die state. ) 

No.20 

21.0 mm. Raised broad rim weak inner ring, COLUMBIA with bust right, rust 
pebbling in field and lettering to right of bust, bold features with sideburns extending down 
parallel with mouth, long straight nose, forehead concave, Start of first coil on forehead 
lines between Mand B. Rx- Justice seated right as preceding, the hair is curled making the 
head look rounder than most, long sword with a spiked point, the drapery follows the grass 
to a point close to shield then turns vertically to a point near center of right side of shield. 
base almost straight, upset reverse. 

I wish to thank fellow C.A.T.C. members Len Buth for his assistance in the search of 
this working group, and Greg Ingram for his considerable assistance in identification. 
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July 18, 2003 

In the following pages I have endeavored to list the articles written about Ontario 
Merchants and their tokens that have appeared in the CeeTee (including the first year of 
Numismatica Canada) during the first 30 years of existence of the Canadian Association 
of Token Collectors. Mention is made if a full article on the merchant has been written 
and in some cases when a descriptive paragraph or two has been done to educate the 
reader and to allow for the possibility of further research. No mention has been made, 
however, if just a line description which appears on the token is all that is recorded. 
As always I have created a table that suits me and is set up for my purposes. I am always 
open to constructive suggestions as to how to improve future projects of this nature and 
welcome any comments any time. 

Scott E. Douglas 
CATC999 

-157-



Ontario Merchants Found in the CEE TEE 

Year Volume Number Paoe Town/City County Merchant 
1972 1 1 4 St. Clements Waterloo Schummer, Peter. F. 

1 1 5 St. Clements Waterloo Heric Victor 
1 2 13 Hoards Station Northumberland Hammond A 

1973 2 4 29 Huntsville Muskoka Wardell, Boyd & Sons 
1975 4 1 2 Avon Elain Binkley, G.D. 

4 1 3 Rosevllle Waterloo McDonald FA 
4 2 19 Iona ..... J!Jtit'\ Lumlev& Co. 
4 2 19 Iona Station - i l!lil'l GaAe J.E. 
4 4 43 Corinth Elain Evans Richard (Estate on 
4 4 43 Corinth Elain Bearss T. <Estate on 
4 4 43 Corinth EIAin Fewster Harrison 

1976 5 1 1 Maple Lake Parry Sound Dist Sword, T 
5 2 13 London Middlesex Griaa House 
5 2 16 Clifton Welland Tunis W.E. 
5 3 1 Bavham EIAin LainA Geo 

1977 6 3 26 West Lame Elain Cole Bros 
6 4 37 Huntsville Muskoka Fisher J.E. 

1978 7 1 1 Dutton .- fl4in Hockin, T. 
7 1 3 Lion's Head Bruce Tackaberrv & Tackaberrv 
7 2 24 St. Thomas Elain Queens hotel 
7 2 27 London Middlesex Fawkes J.M. 
7 4 55 St. Thomas Elain Hammond C.A. 
7 5 65 Vienna Elain Gardiner C.O. 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Bradv H. 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Jones WA 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Walsh Chas. A 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Ostrossor Darwin 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Mitchell W.G. 
7 6 91 Straffordville Elain Bradv & Neuert 

1979 8 2 20 Dawn Mills Kent Obeav, J.H. 
8 2 18-19 St. Thomas Elciin McQueen R.W. 
8 2 18-19 St. Thomas Elain Stanlev. C.O. 
8 3 40 St. Thomas Elciin Leakev. Arthur 
8 3 38-39 Neustadt Grev Derbecker J. 
8 4 68 St. Thomas Elain Armitaoe G. W. 
8 5 85-87 Tiverton Bruce McKellar John 
8 5 88-90 Iona Station .... El~i~ McBride D.J. 
8 6 120 Wallacetown Elain Cameron JA 

1980 9 1 2-3 Tavistock Oxford Kruo, F. 
9 1 2-3 Tavistock . Oxford Glasoow Warehouse Co./Kruo. F. 
9 2 42 Braemar Oxford Miller R.O. 
9 3 92-94 St. Williams Norfolk Brock J.F. & Co. 
9 3 92-94 St. Willlams Norfolk Cooe & Johnson 
9 3 92-94 St. Williams Norfolk Johnson F.E. & Co. 
9 3 92-94 St. Williams Norfolk McRae J.E. 

,I 9 3 92-94 St. Williams Norfolk Ravln H.M. 
I 

9 4 130-131 Forestville Norfolk Hoover, JA 
9 4 131 Clarkston Carleton Daze I 
9 5 173-175 Formosa Bruce Schwartz & Fedv 
9 5 173-175 Formosa Bruce Dentinaer & Beinaessner 
9 5 173-175 Formosa Bruce Benlnoer G.G. (counterstamo GGB) 
9 5 173-175 Formosa Bruce Oberle Bros. 
9 5 173-175 Formosa Bruce Oberle Frank 
9 6 226-227 Kerwood Middlesex Dlnnina. John 
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1981 10 1 6-7 Cultus Norfolk Ravin, F.W. 
10 1 6-7 London Middlesex McDonald Jerry 
10 2 71-73 Plattsville Oxford Ramsay R.D. (counterstamos) 

I 10 2 71-73 Plattsville Oxford English J.B. (counterstamos) 
10 2 71-73 Plattsville Oxford Neal R.J. (counterstamos) 
10 2 59 Warwick Lambton McKenzie Robert 

1, 10 2 59 Warwick Lambton Menerv Albert E 
10 3 132 Berlin Waterloo Boehmer AO. 
10 3 115-116 Huntsville Muskoka Hanna & Hutcheson 
10 3 117 Zurich Huron Gascho J. 
10 5 226 Cranbrook Huron McDonald A (counterstamoed 'L') 
10 6 260 Princeton Oxford Anderson A 

1982 11 1 19 Plattsville Oxford English, J.B.&Co.(letter about ctsp) 
11 1 4 Port Stanley Elgin Mackie G.E. 
11 2 81 Moorefield Wellinaton Innes W. & Son 
11 4 192 Avton Grev Damm Valentine 
11 6 286 Briaht Oxford Bristow & Glaves 
11 6 286 Briaht Oxford Shosenberg, H. 
11 6 286 Briaht Oxford Wettlaufer Bros. 

1983 12 1 5-6 Waterford Norfolk Bowlby Bros. 
12 2 58 London Middlesex Burns George 
12 3 104-107 Avlmer Elain Christie & Caron 
12 3 104-107 Avlmer Elain Mann W.J. 
12 3 104-107 Avlmer Elain Heiter J.G. (red star arocerv) 

1984 13 5 203 Dromore Grey Taylor& Co 
13 5 204 Lindsay Victoria McConnell Thos. 

.1985 14 1 20 Highgate Kent Cumming, Milton 
14 1 20 Hiahaate Kent Beattie E.T. 
14 2 54 Simcoe Norfolk Curtis G.A. 

1986 15 none none none none none 
1987 16 2 75 Vankleek Hill Prescott McCuaig, Cheney & Co. 

16 3 107 Port Rverse Norfolk Smale Audrev 
16 4 153-154 Amer Essex Agla Ira 
16 4 155-156 Formosa Bruce Oberle F 
16 5 202-203 Verschovle Oxford Corbitt E.C. 
16 6 256 Delhi Norfolk Abraham J.D. 
16 6 251-252 Oil Springs Lambton Armstrona. AD. 
16 6 251-252 Oil Sorinas Lambton Thompson G.H. 
16 6 251-252 Oil Sorinas Lambton Duaaan W.S. 
16 6 251-252 Oil Sorinas Lambton Welch. L. 
16 6 257 Cromartv Perth McConnell David 

1988 17 1 4 Alvinston Lambton Pedlow, J.E. 
17 1 4 Alvinston Lambton Young & Co. 
17 1 4 Alvinston Lambton Sooer & Livinastone 
17 1 4 Alvinston Lambton Harkness & Son 
17 1 4 Alvinston Lambton Hadden G.A. 

II 17 3 78-80 Harrow Essex Stocker John 
17 3 78-80 Harrow Essex Adams T.B. 
17 4 110-112 Drumbo Oxford Binkley M.W. 
17 4 110-112 Drumbo Oxford Murrav W.S. 
17 5 149-150 Tilbury Kent Richardson J.S. 
17 5 149-150 Tllburv Kent Crawford W.C 
17 5 149-150 Tilburv Kent Powell &Co. 
17 6 199 Flesherton Grev Richardson M. K. 
17 6 197-198 Port Rowan Norfolk Pierce C.H. 
17 6 197-198 Port Rowan Norfolk Biddle J.E. 
17 6 197-198 Port Rowan Norfolk Franklin W.O. 
17 6 232 Jordan Lincoln Overholt G 
17 6 233 Markdale Grev Markdale House 
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1989 18 1 24 Port EIQin Bruce Geddes, D. 
18 3 111-112 Tavistock Oxford Krua. F. (Glasaov.Warehouse ctsol 
18 3 109 Niaaara Falls Lincoln Gearv R.W. 
18 5 171 Utterson Muskoka Lankin Geo. W. 

1990 19 2 40 Copetown Wentworth Greene, G.H. 
19 2 42 St. Thomas Elain Hammond C.A. 
19 3 107 Bowmanville Durham McMurtrv John 
19 3 99 Glencaim Simcoe Stevens M.N. 
19 3 100 Tuooerville Kent McArthur A. 
19 4 130 Cran brook Huron McDonald A 

1991 20 1 2 Carmi (Not Ontario) Wilson, J.B. 
20 3 67 Port Elain Bruce Hilker&Co. 

1992 21 1 19 McGregor Essex Adams, E.L 
21 3 106 Dutton Elain Crawford J.B. 
21 3 107 Dutton EIQin Hockin T. 
21 4 137 Corinth Elain Fewster Harrison 
21 4 137 Corinth Elain Evans Richard (Estate ofl 

1993 22 1 15 Meaford Grey Sewell's 
22 1 17 Hamilton Wentworth (Citv Advertisinal 
22 2 60 Port Rowan Norfolk Pierce T.D. 
22 2 61 Meaford Grev Sewell's 
22 3 89 Hamilton Wentworth (City Advertising) 
22 4 107 Samia Lambton Wenino Geo. 
22 4 125 Toronto York Mav Samuel & Co. 

1994 23 1 20 Hamilton Wentworth Barnard, H. 
23 2 45 Dunnville (mule) Norfolk Bicknell's 
23 2 45 Dunnville (mule) Norfolk Jackson's 
23 2 45 Dunnville (mule) Norfolk HaoO@ll's 
23 2 46-49 Watford Lambton Dodd's P. 
23 2 52 Watford Lambton Dodd's P. 
23 3 82 Arkona Lambton Brown Gee 
23 3 82 Arkona Lambton Brown Bros. 
23 3 82 Arkona Lambton Fuller Bros. 

1995 24 1 17 Simcoe Norfolk Lea, Geo. W. 
24 2 33 Rodney Elain Mistele Bros. 
24 3 68 Canninaton Durham Pipher A.J. 

1996 25 1 10-13 Camlachie Lambton Trusler, M.S. 
25 1 10-13 Camlachie Lambton Robinson House 
25 1 10-13 Camlachie Lambton Cairns Mrs. Jos. 
25 2 56-60 Forest Lambton Stinson's 
25 2 56-60 Forest Lambton O'Donnell Bros. 
25 2 56-60 Forest Lambton Vincent R.J. 
25 2 56-60 Forest Lambton Mavlors Limited 
25 2 61 St. Catharines Lincoln Flvnn Bros. 
25 3 88 Ethel Huron Davies R.C. & Co. 
25 3 91 Tilsonburci Oxford Buchner H.C. 
25 3 91 Tilsonbura Oxford Hoaarth W.B. 
25 3 93-99 Kimball Lambton Kimball's 
25 3 93-99 Kimball Lambton Ruddick. Wm. T. 
25 3 93-99 Kimball Lambton Staoles J.A 
25 3 93-99 Kimball Lambton Arnold Bros. 
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1997 26 1 10 Listowel Perth Elephant Store 
26 2 43 Shetland Lambton Edwards WA 
26 2 47 Hamilton Wentworth Guarantee Tailorino 
26 2 50 Hamilton Wentworth Fumival & New 
26 3 86 Aberfeldv Lambton Hands C. 
26 3 89 Belleville Hastinas Sprinaer Lock Mfg. 
26 3 90 Sault Ste.Marie Alaoma Shier F.H. 
26 4 114 Owen Sound Grev Holmes George 
26 4 129 Crvstal Beach Welland Crvstal Beach Bathina Token 
26 4 130 Hamilton Wentworth Sharer's Service Station 
26 4 132 Becher Lambton Ruttan E.H. 
26 4 134 Becher Lambton Grant J.S. 

1998 27 1 6 Wilkesoort Lambton Selman & Son 
27 1 15 Northoort Prince Edward Northoort Cannina Co. 

11 

27 2 51 Chatham Kent Chatham Business Colleae 
27 2 52 Norval Halton Bamfield W .J. 
27 3 97 Briaden Lambton McDonald D. 

II 27 3 100 Toronto York Banfield W .H. 
27 3 102 Winaham Huron lssard H.E. & Co. 
27 3 104 St. Marv's Perth Graham G.H. 
27 4 126 Port Hooe Northumberland Hoooer J 
27 4 139 Chartemont Lambton Lindsay's 
27 4 137 London Middlesex Perrin, D.S. 
27 4 149 Sombra Lambton Thistle Rubber Tvoe Co. 

1999 28 1 11 Dawn Valley Lambton Schrumm, W .O. 
28 2 45 Galt Waterloo Woods D.A. 
28 2 49 London Middlesex Queen's Hotel 
28 3 81 Sombra Lambton Curtis W .C. 
28 3 82 Sombra Lambton Davis D 
28 3 84 Sombra Lambton Hargrove Bras 
28 3 86 Sombra Lambton Tomlin E. 
28 3 99 Hamilton Wentworth Shorer's Service Station 

2000 29 2 56 Port Stanley Elain Mitchell, W. 
29 3 86 Sombra Lambton Grand Union Hotel 
29 4 156 Grimsbv Lincoln Mansion House 

2001 30 1 16-25 Rutherford Lambton Law, Walker 
30 1 16-25 Rutherford Lambton Robertson C.L. 
30 1 16-25 Rutherford Lambton Wees W .O. 
30 2 93 LanQton Haldimand Collinas T.H. 
30 2 95 Cornell Oxford Hicks E.E. 
30 3 152 Guelph Wellinaton Gilson Mfa. 
30 4 208-212 Port Rowan Norfolk Biddle J.E. 
30 4 208-212 Port Rowan Norfolk Cronk J.W . 
30 ;1 4 208-212 Port Rowan Norfolk Pierce C.H. 
30 4 208-212 Port Rowan Norfolk Pierce T.D. 
30 4 208-212 Port Rowan Norfolk Franklin W .O. 

2002 31 1 26 Hickson Oxford Harwood, C.P. 
31 2 100 Dundalk Grev Richards J.E. 
31 3 141 Vanessa Norfolk Bartholomew W . H. 
31 4 179 Harrow Essex Stocker John 
31 4 182 Comber Essex Elliot C.G. 
31 4 182 Comber Essex Jenkins J. 
31 4 182 Comber Essex Chauvin D.L. 
31 4 182 Comber Essex Maroun John 
31 4 186 Wvecome Norfolk Smith A 
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CANADIAN MUNICIPAL TOKEN MEDALS AND SCRIP 
BY 

JACK P. SAUCHENKO, 13559 - 124 A AVE., EDMONTON, ALBERTA, TSL 3B4 
e-mail: jpsbes@planet.eon.net 

Web Page: http://www.planet.eon.net/-jpsbes/ 

With Information From Jerry Remick 
and 

Other Collectors 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

~NAIMO ISSUES 4 $3 2003 Tokens 
The Loyal Nanimo Bathtub Society has issued 

~ur 2003 dated, $3.00, bimetallic, municipal trade 
~kens to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
::e.nadian Military Communications community of the 
cmy, . navy and air force and also their 2003 
=Rthtub Race to be held on July 27, 2003 at 11: 00 
~-

The reverse side of the token shows the Loyal 
::anaimo Bathtub Society logo, consisting of twQ 
C.:..ittle People" in a bathtub. 

The obverse side of the four Nanaimo tokens is 
:::lentical showing the logo of the Canadian Military 
ommun,tcation in the center. The identity mint 
arking is on the far left side at 9 O'clock. 

$ 

I 

The first token has no mint mark, second token 
as an anchor for the Navy, third token has cross 
i,words for the Army and the fourth token has a 
aple, leaf in a circle for the Air Force. 

~~---· -~~~ i, 

Serge Pelletier designed the ·2003 Nanimo token 
md had the 32 mm token struck by an undisclosed 
lint. . • 

The no mint mark token was struck as follows: 
funetallic 650 pieces, nickel-silver 85 pieces and 
nld plated 85 pieces. 

Tokens for each of the 3 mint markings: 
:i.metallic 100 pieces, nickel-silver 50 pieces and 
pld plated 50 pieces. No order prices were given 
nr the mint marked tokens. 

~INCE GEORGE ISSUES 2003 $3. 00 WOOD 
The Prince George Chamber of Commerce has 

ssued a 2003 dated $3. 00 municipal Trade token 
lade of spruce wood 2 7 / 8 inches in diameter 1 / 4 
Inch thick. 

The obverse side of the wooden token 
1ornmemorates the Prince George Sled Dog Classic 
leld in March. In the center is a picture of a 

1usky dog head over the outline of the province of 
ritish Columbia. 

The reverse side of the token shows a map of 
ritish Columbia and its offshore islands 
ndica~in~ the location of Prince George. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 

2003 ST.ANDREWS $3 TOKEN 
The .St. Andrews · Chamber of Commerce has issued 

the 2003 $3 St Andrews-by-The-Sea municipal trade 
token. 

The reverse side of the token shows the St. 
Andrews Cross on a shield with lines radiating 
outward from the shield. 

The obverse side of 
Pendlebury Lighthouse, built 

Mabel Ketcham of St. 
token. 

the token shows 
in 1833. 
Andrews designed 

the 

the 

Lawrence Medallic Art struck 3,000 2003 dated 
tokens on 33 mm, milled edge, nickel bonded 
steel(NBS) blanks. - - - - -

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR 

STEADY BROOK :ISSUES 2003 $3 TOKEN 
The town of Steady Brook has issued a 2003 

dated bimetallic municipal trade token to celebrate 
50 years of their incorporation as a town this 
year. 

The·· obverse side of the token shows a large 5 o 
with a branch of leaves on each side. 

The reverse side of the token shows the town's . 
crest in the center, with Ski Capital of , 
Newfoundland underneath. I 

The token was struck on 32 mm blanks in the : 
f<;>llowing metals with mintage: bimetallic ( 2 o mm} 
s~lver colored ~ore & a ~rassy colored ring of 6 nun 
wide) 600 pieces, nickel-silver 50 pieces 
commercial bronze 50 pieces and gold plated 50 
pieces. · • · 

ONTARIO 

BORNEPAYNB SECOND STR:IKE MARKED W:ITH A MOSQUITO 
The Second Strike of The rectangle and the 

round trade tokens have been marked with a mosquito 
drawn on the logo between the track and pine tree. 

The rectangular 48X26rran $5 token shows a 
statue of a bear and cub and logo on the obverse 
side and a locomotive and fuel car on the reverse 
side. 

The round $ 3 token shows a bear and cub on the 
obverse side and the 75th anniversary logo 
consisting of a train track, pine tree with the 
word Hornepayne around the circle and 1926 to 2003 
inside the circle. 

The second strike of two tokens are as 
follows: First the round $3 token bimetallic 350 
pieces, nickel-bonded-steel tokens 300 pieces and 
gold plated 300 pieces; The second rectangular $5 
$ Oken was struck in antique brass 100 pieces, 
n,icke1-silver 150 pieces and 150 pieces in 
~ rcial bronze. • 
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I , .. 
MANITOULIN 2003 $20 TOKEN 

1
1 

' ' The Little Lions Club has issued a 2003 
Mani toulin $2 0 square token to commemorate the 
United Nations declaration that designates 2003 as 
the "International Year of Freshwater". 

The obverse side of the token shows a large 
blue drop representing water. 

The reverse side shows a deer, map of the 
Island and a person fishing. 

The token was designed by Serge Pelletier. 
The 2003 $20 trade token was struck on 42X42rmn \ 

nickel-silver blanks, which were antique, with a 
mintage of 900. 

WINDSOR COIN CLUB HOST CNA CONVENTION 
The Canadian Numismatic Association held their 

2003 convention in Windsor Ontario July 17-20. 
The medal issued for the 2003 Canadian 

Numismatic Association Convention shows a picture 
of the Steam locomotive number 5588 on the obverse 1 

side and the CNA logo on the reverse side. 
The Royal Canadian Mint struck the medal on 38 

mm blanks as follows: copper 160 pieces and 60 in 
sterling silver. 

-164-

. EST. 
1950 



PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

SUMMERSIDE 2003 $1. 00 TOKEN 
The Greater Summerside Chamber of Commerce has 
issued a 2003 dated $1.00 Municipal trade token. 
The obverse side shows the logo of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
The reverse side shows the wooden Indian Head 
Lighthouse located at the mouth of the Summerside 
Barbor. 
Mr. Wayne Wright designed the token. 
Lawrence Medallic Art struck the token on 33 mm. 
milled edge nickel-bonded-steel blanks of which 75 
~ere gold plated and 75 we~~ ~~odium plated. 

SASKATCHEWAN 

MOOSE JAW ISSUES 2003 $1 TOKEN 
The City of Moose Jaw has issued a 2003 $1.00 

Municipal Trade Token to commemorate the Centennial 
of the incorporation of the city on Nov. 30, 1903. 

The obverse side of the token shows the 2003 
Moose Jaw Centennial logo. The logo rectangle 
consists of the name Moose Jaw to the left and to 
the right a moose horn and head, with 1903-2003 
under the rectangle. 

The reverse side of the token shows the City 
Ball of Moose Jaw, with a bus in front. 

15,000 tokens were struck on 32 mm, ·milled 
edge, Nickel Bonded Steel blanks. No other metals 
were used. 

, t:: C: 




