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NUMBERING SYSTEM FOR LOCAL TOKENS 

by. J. Douglas Ferguson, F.R.N.S. 

Canadian numismatics has made notable progress during r ecent years in the 
systematic listing of local tokens by provinces. Much 9f thli..s credit goes 
to the work done by Leslie H:fil.l, Larry Gingras, Ronald Greene and Norman 
Williams for their listings of British Columbia ·tokens; to Scott Simpson for 
his listing of the tokens of the .Yukon; to Donald Stewart for his listing of 
Alberta and Manitoba; .to Cecil 'lfu.ruiahill for his fine· work on Saskatchewan; 
to Fred Bowman for his excellent work on Ontario; to Edcly Echenberg for his 
initial listing.of the Province of Quebec, and to lvfitchell MacDon~ld for his 
Nova Scotia listings. 

While not detracting to the slightest exitent from the outstanding work of 
these splendid numismatists, I would suggest that consideration would be 
given in the future to a more simplified numbering and listing system, which 
would make it simpler in correspondence between collectors to identify tokens 
that they have or tokens that they need. 

Bowman and Tannahill in their published catalogues have used the most suitable 
method of numbering the connnunities, with proper gaps in numbering to allow 
listings of tokens not known to them f rom communities not represented at 
present in their catalogues. I would suggest a similar syatem for the other 
listings. 

It would be somewhat simpler, however, if the number alloted. to the com
munity were to appear before the name of the community, as in Bowman, or 
directly following it. Personally I prefer the latter. 

The biggest change I believe to be desirable is a simple letter to designate 
the token, commencing with A in each connnunity. After the normal alphabet 
would be exhausted in centres issuing many tokens, the next designation would 
be AA, followed by AB. Following AZ the designating lettering would be • 
BA, etc. Gaps could be left for tokens suspected of be:iing in existence, 
such as in a merchants' series which it is thought had tokens from 1/ to $1.00. 
Personally I would reconnnend that this would not be done but that subsequent 
tokens fitting into a series would have a number out of place until a new 
edition was published., when the series from the community could be re-lettered. 

With the number of the community appearing opposite the connnunity it is not 
necessary to repeat this number in front of the designation of each token as 
described under the community. Of the designations now appearing before and 
after the actual listing a letter or letters only would then have to appear. 
With this change it would then be possible to have the designation appear 
opposite ea.eh reverse of the letter or letters designating the token, an · 
asterisk (where applicable) indicating that the token was no longer in use, 
f'ollowed followed by the letter or letters as at present used to designate 
metal or composition of' the token, f'ollowed in turn by the shape of the token, 
and finally followed by the millimeter meaaurement. I believe that all of 
these suitably spaced, and followed the reverse reading, would slightly 
simplify the interpretation of the catalogue. 

Where a token is oval, octagonal or hexagonal, I would suggest the actual 
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measurement of the opposite sides to appear \n brackets after the actual 
description of the reverse. 

I believe that such minor changes are rather important .to have ma.de in order 
to facilitate the use of the catalogues and particularly_ to encourage cor
respondence and e:xxhange between collectors of the various series. Want lists 
and tokens for exc~nge would then ·be simple to develop for all collectors. 

. . 

I would further suggest that the C.N.R.S. ·would agree to accept for publi
cation in ea.eh of our Journals a supplementary list from each author of new 
listings for the area in which he has accepted the responsibility. This 
will allow catalogues and listings to be kept up to date which will be 
valuable to all those interested. 

t . • 
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THE NELSON CONFEDERATION MEDAL 

by Leslie C. Hill, F.R.N.S. 

The City of Nelson, British Columbia , has honoured the one hundredth anni- . . -
versary of Canadian confederation with the issue of a suitable medal to 
commemorate the ·historic event. 

The medal may be described a.s follows: 

Obverse 

~-~verse 

Detail 

The Corporation of the City of Nelson (a.round)/ (City of Nelson 
armorial bearings, in centre) 

1867 Centennial of Canadian Confederation 1967 (a.round above)/ 
(The National Centennial Symbol, in centre with six local symbols)/ 
Nelson - The Queen City (around below) 

Brass alloy, round, 35mm. 

The medal was pr~pare_d by the Nelson Centennial Club, with the design itself 
:made up by Mr. McGregor of the Kootenay School of Fine Arts in Nelson. · Five 
thousand of these medals were produced b¥ the Barry Cubbon Agencies of Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Nelson in one of · the few cities in British_-Columbia which has Armonial 
Bearings granted by the College of Arms, L0 ndon, England. The initial move 
was ma.de on January 29th, 1958, when the Nelson City Council passed .a reso
lution approving of the acquisition of a coat-of-arms. A committee from the 
Nelson Chamber of Commerce were authorized to proceed with the planning and 
design of the Arms, under the chairmanship of Arthur Foster, who contacted 
Alan B. Beddoe of Cyrville, Ontario, a noted authority on heraldry, to assist 
with the design and handle the application to the College of Arms! 

The granting of the Armorial Bearings was made on June 10th, 1958, and 
officially presented to the Mayor and Council of Nelson, by the Honourable 
Frank M. Ross, C.M.G. , M.C. , L.L.D. , Lieutenant-Governor of the Province 
of British Columbia, on June 4th, 1960. 

The heraldic description on the scroll reads as follows 
"----; Vert on a Fesse Wavy Argent a Salmon naint Gules a Chief dancetty 
also Argent above the Fesse an Antique Crown Or and for the 6rest Out of 
a Mural Crown a demi Cougar Or holding in the dexter,paw a Maple Leaf in 
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Autumn tints slipped proper .Mantled Vert, doubled Argent, as the same are 
in the margin hereof more plainly depicted to be borne and used for ever 
hereafter by The Corporation of. the City of Nelson-----" 

The symbols may be interpreted as follows: 
The Shield In the upper pa.rt are three pyra_midal mountains with an ancient 
crovm at the base, below this is a salmon be.tween two wavy lines. · The 
mountains denote that Nelson is surrounded by them; the ancient crown refers 
to Nelson aa "The Queen City of the Kootenays11 ; the salmon represents the 
Kokanee for which the Nelson area is famed. 

The Crest A demi cougar emerging from a. mural crown holding a maple leaf 
in its right pe.w. The demi cougar is a regal device and refers to Hugh Nelson, 
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia from 1887 to 1892, after whom the 
City was named; the mural crown denotes civic authority' the maple leaf is 
a Canadian emblem. 
The J,fantle Protecting the shield and crest, it is green and white (silver) 
which is Nelsonts colour and also indicates Hugh Nelson's Irish Ancestry. 
The Mo'tiQ. "Forge Ahead11 , is on a ribbon below the shield. 

On the reverse side of the medal the six symbols which have local significance 
are, a crown which signifies Nelson as the Queen City ·of the Kootenays, the 
miners hat and lamp representing mining which played a large part in opening 
up the area, a sheaf refers to agriculture, an evergreen tree denotes l~er
ing, the fish symbolizes fishing for which the district is well known, and 
the maple leaf commemorates the Nelson Hockey Team which a few years ago 
ended up in the Allan Cup fi~ls. · 

Nelson is situated approximately four hundred miles east of Vancouver, two 
hundred miles west of the Alberta border and forty miles north of the 
Canada/ United States boundary. The mineral wealth of the area attracted 
miners and settlers, and in 1887 Nelson came into being, named after Hugh 
Nelson, then Lieutena.nt-Gove:r;-nor of the provi.nce. It was incorporated as 
a city on March 18th, 1897, and now (1967) had a population in the neighbour
hooq of t en thousand persons. 

(Weare indebted to the following persons for their co-operation: 
C.W.R. Harper, City Clerk - Administrator 
L.G. Turner; Assistant .City Cle!,'k 
Albert Haida, General Chairman, Nelson Centennial Club~) 
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A NN.-1 LOOK AT . 
THE CANADIAN COINAGES OF QUEEN VICTORIA 

by R~ C. Willey, F.R.N.S. 

In recent years we have all been subjected to plenty of noise, both loud and 
long, on the subject of varieties and variants. · Hundreds of collectors have 
talked about such things, making· conflicting attempts to define their terms. 
Accidental blemishes of all types have been marketed at outlandish prices, 
nearly all on coins of recent mintage. A few, perhaps, are justified in their 
high prices. One such is the 1946 fifty-cent piece with the flaw through the 6 
in the date!, like an arrow or spear passing through the loop. because of it's 
unusual appearance, this flaw is much sought after. 

However , in the enormous interest )and sometimes controversy) caused by the 
publicity given to such ·accidents, collectors in general have failed to notice 
some significant ·varieties, by no means accidental , in the Canadian coinages of 
Queen Victoria. The purpose of this article is to draw attention to some n n these 
varieties and ~o stimulate interest and r esearch. Work is being done now.by ·some 
people in describing the many slight changes in the coinages, but little of it 
has been published. 

The cents of 1858 and 1859 show many varieties, as .is well known. These varie
i.ti.es are probably the result of haste in production, since the Cans:dian goyernment 
had ordered 10, 000,000 cents to be delivered as quickley as possibl e. Since the . 
full order could not be finished in 1858, the dies.were altered to 1859, producing 
the well-known overdates. Both these and the ordinary cents of 1$59 show a wide 
or a narrow 9 in the date. The ordinary 1859 with the narrow 9 is the commonest 
by far. The scarcest of the varieties in the date is the 1859 with the narrow 9 
over the wide 8. 

What is not so widely known is that there is a number of minor varieties .of both 
dates. Batty, i~ his monumental work on the coins of the British Empire, lists 
a number of them. Koper, in utterly unintelligible English, published a pamphlet 
on the cents of this period twenty years ago. To-day, some minor varieties are 
being listed in sale catalogues. Some of these varieties are accidental, such as 
the stemless leaves in the wreath on the reverse. One of these stemless leaves 
occurs immediately to the right of the date. There are several irregularities in 
the lettering, such as double-punching, and there is variation in the spacing 
and alignment of the inscriptions and date. 

Of the silver coinage .of 1858 , the large and sma.ll date varieties of the five-ce~t 
pieces are well-known, but how ma.ny collectors have known that there are more 
irregularities of the large date than the re-engraved 8 listed by Charlton? 
The ten-cent piece, as yet, has no·t been closely studied. Varieties of the 
twenty-cent piece have been caiialogued at various times in the past, and most 
recently in one of the New Netherlands Sale catalogues. There is variation in 
the style of ~he figures of the date, and also in the size of the period after 
REnINA. 

The Nova Scotia cent of 1861 has a variety not yet listed in any catalogue, al
though it has been known for years. It was described by Dr. Courteau in 1922 , 
by G. R. L. Potter in 1951, and in the Canadian Numismatic Journal of November, 
1960. The variety has a smnll rosebud to the right of the word SCOTIA, as have 
the cents o:f 1862 and 1864 , and has a narrow ermine band to the crown. The 
ornamental bar between the crown and the date is nearer the crown. This variety 
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is scarce. The common variety, evidently put into use first, has a large rose
bud almost touching the inner circle. The crown has a wide ermine band, and 
the ornamental bar is nea:rer the date. The later revers·e ·with the small bud 
was used for the entire issues of 1862 and 1~64~ 

New Brunswick's cents of 1864 exist with a. round or oval 6 in the date, which 
varies in spacing antj. alignment. These varieties are described by Courteau. _ 
The silver coins of New Brunswick, both in 1862 and 1864, exhibit some variet~es. 
Perhaps the best known of these is the ten-cent piece of 1862 with the re-cut 2. 
All three denominations in both years show variations in the alignment and 
spacing of the date. 

Prince Edward Island I s cent of 1871 shows some varieties in the legends. The -· 
head of Queen Victoria, incidentally, has been assumed .to be the head used for 
the Canadian cents of 1876 and afterwards. It is not. While it is true that 
in both cases Wyon used a bust by William Theed as his model, the trea.tme~t 
was not the same. On the Prince Edward Island cent the head is young-looking, 
and the truncation is much more curved than on the Canadian cents. 

The Newfoundland coinage of Queen Victoria has been little studied, but a few 
things heve been discovered by di;cerning students. Varieties of the cent of 
1865 were described by Courteau in 1930. They differ in the spacing and the 
alignment of the date. A few varieties of a similar nature for later years 
were. listed in a s_mall publication ~y Carmichael some years ago. How many 
people, however, know w:hat the "low O" variety of the 1880 "round Oil cent 
really is ·? A_lso how many collectors are aware that a seemingly low. 0 also 
exists on the rare 1880 11 0llal 011 cent? Certain of the$2 gold pieces have 
recently be.en published as existing with or without a peripd after NE.WFOUNDL\.ND. 
Besides those which exist both ways, there are some which exist only with the 
period, and some only without it. A well-nigh complete listing of these was. 
published in a sale catalogue recently. The period is also confusipgly present 
or absent on the reverse of the silver five-cent and ten-cent pieces of Queen 
Victoria. 

The head of the queen w~s changed more than once for Newfoundland to replace 
worn dies and at the same tim~ incorporate changes in the queen's features 
in consequence of her advancing age. Little has ye~ been done to plot t~ese 
changes) although a few dates have. been listed in sale catalogues recently. 
The variations in the twenty-cent pieces of 1896 and 1899 are well-known, as 
are the wide and narrow 91 s in the fifty-cent piece of 1899, but other var
iations in style, spacing, and alignment of other dates exist. 

Several changes in the queen's head occured on the Caradian cents struck in and 
after 1876 .. In all, there are five varieties of the head. T~e first, used 
in 1876, 1881, · and 1882, has a smooth, round chin and prominent lips. The ear 
is small and its outline h?-s a slight nick in it. The ppint of the. bust is_ . 
sharp. The secpnd head, used in 1881, 1882, and 1886, has a blunter point . 
farther from the beaded circ~e. 

The third head is of older mien. It was used in 1882, 1884, 1886 to 1888 and 
in 1891. There is a straightly-outlined double chin and less prominent lips. 
The tqp pf the diadem overlaps the beading . . The 1891 coin exists with large 
or s~ll date. 

The fourth bust is of s.till older aspect. There .is a more pronounced. double 
chin and a de~p depression over the eye • . , Tte jaw appears pugnacious, a.nd the 
truncation is blunt and wide. The top of the diadem overlaps the beads of the 
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circle. It was used in 1890, 
the reverse with large le;aves 
or small date. 16.ter in 1891 
duced, and lllSed also in 1892 . 
with small date. 

1891, and 1892. This obverse was combined with 
in 1890 and 1891, the 1891 existing .with a large 
the new reverse with smaller leaves was intro-
The 1891 cent with the new reverse exists only 

The fifth bust has a . smoo~h, round chin and a thicker, straighter ear. The lips 
are not prominent. The diadem overlaps the beading at the -top. The ;reverse is 
the re-designed type wit,h .sma.ller leaves. This :type was used· from 1f392 till 
the end of :the series in-J901. 

All these varieties show. minor variations in such things a~ alignment and spacing 
of the date and the inscriptions. Variations in the position of the Hon the 
1898H and 1900H cents were described by R. J . P. Rather some years ago in the old 
C.N.A. Bulletins. Sale catalogues in recent ;wears have listed double-punchings 
of certain dates. 

Canadian silver coins of Queen Victoria have many uncatalogued varieties. All 
denominations show changes in the queen's portrait, made as- new dies became 
necessary, and incorporating changes in facial features with advancing age. The 
five- cent piece was changed in this manner more than once. The reverse varieties 
with twenty- one and twenty- two leaves are well known. There are many variations 
in the spacing and alignment of the dates and inscriptions. 

The ten-cent piece exhibits a head with a smooth, rounded chin and a wide, 
rounded ear lobe , with young features, in the early years. In latter years 
a somewhat older head is used, with a fuller cheek, a slight double chin, and 
a narrow, almost pointed ear lobe. Towards the end of the coinage there is a 
reversion to the earlier head. Both these heads are combined with reverses 
showing twenty-one and twenty-two leaves in the wreath. There are many vari
ations in the spacing and alignment of the inscriptions and dates. 

In the early years the twenty-five- cent piece shows a youngish head with a 
smooth, rounded chin and prominent lips. The outline of the back of the ear 
is straight. In the later years an older head was used, with a fuller cheek 
and a slight double chin. The outline of the back of the ear is curved. 
The nape of the neck, below the fillet, shows more hair than on the first head. 
There are variations in the spaci ng and alignment of the l egends and dates of 
every year, especially 1872. l1a.ny double-punchings occur. 'Ilhe twenty-five
cent piece, because of the relative ease with which EF or better specimens 
can be acquired for study, should become the first to be fully documented 
with regard to these deliberate variations . 

Three heads are known on the fifty-cent piece. The earliest is a youngish 
one, with a smooth chin and prominent lips. There is a variant of this head, 
with the letters LCW on the truncation and slightly different jewels in the 
diadem, used only in 1870. 

The second head has a smooth chin and less prominent lips, and is of somewhat 
older mien. The nape of the neck shows more hair below the fillet. 

The third head on the fifty-cent piece is older, with a prominently bridge 
nose. There is a deep depression over the eye. All three heads on the fifty
cent piece have been clearly illustrated recently in sale cattalogues. There 
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are some double-punchi ngs listed recently for many dates. There are consider
able variations in spacing ahd alignment of legends and dates. 

The details published in this article have in some cases been necessarily 
vague, for it is known by the writer that work is going on in the study of 
die and hub changes in the Canadian decimal coinages, . and that it will soon 
be published. Regrettabl y , all the work in this field is being done in the 
United States. It is hoped that, without consciously stealing a march on 
anyone doing research on this aspect of the coinages of Queen Victoria, the 
writer will generate among Canadian collectors an interest in it sufficient 
to result in some ·research before the coins become too hard to obtain. 

8 



BLAKLEY & CO. (BR. 901 ~ 
"THE GREAT SALT CONTROVERSY" 

by A. Mitchell -MacDonald 

901 

.. •·· .. . . ] ..... 
'$ •. - ,, 

82 ······ ..... 

In 1880-81 the Halifax City Directory contained the names of two persons 

Brine , Robert F., Clerk. 
Blakeney, John., Salesman. 

These men were apparently employed with the firm of IRISH and BRINE, dry goods 
dealer at 88- 90 Upper Water Street. 

The following year, 1882, the directory lists the same two men as the owners 
of a store at 148 Granville (corner of Duke) which formerly had been occupied 
by M. Kearney, dry goods dealer. The name of the new firm was BLAKLEY and BRINE. 

Up to January 1882 the firm of BLAKLEY and BRINE sold all sorts of goods and 
the Acadia Recc.,rder of Jan. 2, 1882 announced a big sale 11of one week only of 
odds and ends of everything at purchasers prices". The same newspaper dated 
Jan. 9 1882 the firm carried an ad in large letters "To the General Public" 
announcing that they were now into the trade of retail dry goods. The name 
was still BLAKLEY and BRINE. 

The firm carried on a great amount of advertising every day in the newspapers. 
They were very wordy and differed greatly from the usual type of ads carried in 
the Halifax papers of this timeo They were great promoters and it is likely 
that at this time they planned on having the brass token struck.. I can 
imagine that they wrote the manufacturers calling themselves BLAKELY and BRINE, 
DRY GOODS, and that the manufacturers confused the name 11Brine11 with salt, 
and thereby started the wording on the token of "Great Salt Dry Goods". 

later in 1882 the firm's name was changed to BLAKLEY & CO. and Robert Brine 
disappeared from the scene. Blakley & Co. continued their extensive adver
tising campaign and in the Halifax Directory of 1882-83 there appeared a half 
page advertisment. The brass token (Br. 901) was likely issued during this 
period of heavy advertising. The date could have been intended for the founding 
date of the firm or the year of issue. 

There is no doubt but that BLAKLEY & CO. was a dry goods firm and it is my 
opinion that the word 1.'salt'.' somehow was mixed up with Mr. Brine. 

later in 1882 or early 1883 the firm BLAKLEY & CO. apparently failed and in the 
city directory of 1883-84 the store at 148 Granville St. (cor. of Duke) was 
shown as llill'loccupied. 
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In 1883 there were listed ih the Halifax Directory 12 wholesale dry goods 
stores and 53 retail dry goods stores. Most of .these were in the Granville 
Street and Hollis Street area. 

The name Blakley in Halifax was and still is spelled in many ways such a.s: 
Blakney, Blakeley, Blakeney, Blakey, Blakie, etc. etc. 

E.ditor 1 s Note: The research carried out by Mr. ~IacDonald on BLAKLEY & CO. 
provide us with a very good example of the co-operation which can and has 
been done b~twoen Follows of the Society. This r esearch was carried out in 
response to enquiries from Fred Bowman and Bob Willey who are doing research 
on Breton 901. 
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THE SUPPLY COMPANY, LilflTED TOKENS 

by D. M. Stewart 

( Assisted by Bruce Spicer) 

Two previously unlisted tokens ha.ve proven to be a link with one of Nova 
Scotia. 1 s interesting commercial ventures. These tokens may be described 
as follows : 

The Supply Company, Limited (around a design of dots and stars) 
Good for/ 10 / in merchandise Al. Rd. 24 (Chateau de Ramesa.y Coll.) 
Good for/ 25 / in merchandise Al. Rd. 29 

Incorporated on Nay 29, 1903 to carry on business at Canning, Kings County, 
Nova Scotia, the Company and its affiliate, the Cornwallis Trading Co., engaged 
in a variety of business activities. A general store sold feed, flour,hardware, 
lumber, dry goods and groceries. The Company owned many farms in the vicinity, 
among them the Borden Woodside farm, the Borden Habitant farm and the Lady 
Borden farm at Woodside. They constructed a large apple warehouse and two apple 
evaporators for drying sliced apples which were in good _demand at that time. 
The Compari_y _also qwried a farm mid saw mill at Cape Blomidon with many acres of 
the best woodland on the ~ape. They built a steamer, the HBeaver11 in Canning· 
which made :weekly·trips ·to S"t. John, leaving Canning every Monday morning ·and 
returnirig<·on Saturday."· Stops were made at Wolfville, Kingsport, Bass River, 
Naitland; ~arrsboro and ·spencers I's:l!and . en route for passengers s:nd freight. 
Later the Company""l:milt a. much larger ~teamer, • the t1Bruns'W"ick11 and _sold the 
11BeavGr 11 to·a Newfo-qndland company. -A ' small t ugboat was built for towing the · 
stately three-masted sailing vessels ·of that period in a.nd out of the Canning 
River, as well as towing rafts from the Ca.pe properties. 

These businesses were begun -t hrough the efforts of Sir Frederick W. Borden, 
a cousin of Sir R. L. Borden, former Prime Y.ti.nister of Canada , Sir Frederick 
represented Kings County in the House of Commons from 1874 to 1911, with the 
exception of one term. He was Ministe_r of Hili tia and Defence for (:a.na.da . • 
from 1896 to 1911. At the time of his' death at Canning ·on January 6, 1917, 
Sir Frederick was recognized as one of our grea\ Canadians. •• Other men active 
in the operation oo the Company included Captains William, Henry and Alfred 
Potter, Mr. E~ H. Beckwith, Nr. Arthur Burgess and Hr. Richard Kinsman. 

The tokens wel:"€l introduced soon after incorporation in 1903, and were issued 
in denominations ranging from 51 ·to $i. 00. Their present rarj ty may ·be ex
plained by a iterrible fire whlch swept Canning on June 23, 1912, destroying 
twelve large st·ores and fifteen busirresses, including the "premises of ·the 
Company. Information regarding other su_rviving tokens of this series would 
be of interest to the authors. · • 

'.llhe considerable assistance of Hr~ Fred E. Jordie ·of Canning is gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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THE FERNWOOD DAIRY of VICTORIA 

by Ronald -Greene 

: .. .......... .... .......... ..... ·: 
l=ERNWOOO 

DAIRY 
R. GllLIES ..... ................. .................... 

; GOOD ··r o·R~.i : 1 . : 
. [ouARToFMILKI _.,., ................ .. ........ ...... ,.. .......... . 

Rober t (Ber.t) Gillies was interested in electricity. l;Jnfortunately for it 

time , during the . depression, _he f -ound that he could _not- make a living in the 
business . . As a boy he had delivered milk for John ~readin. Therefore in 
1929 Bert boug~t ~ few custo~ers from Fred Ellis and set up a dairy business 
at 1307 Gladstone, near the. corner of Fernwood, The store, which had been 
vacant for quite some time (directo~ies for 1927, 1928 and 1929 showed it 
thus), had previously held the Rose Farm Dairy._ Over the .next few years • 
Gillies built his delivery route into an 80 gallon per day _business, buy-
ing sufficient milk from producers to supply his customers . 

Gilli es remained in the electrical business and when times improved towards 
the end of 1935 he sold. the dairy to Raper in order tp give h~s full attention 
to the electrical business. 

One of Gillies' side ventures was Fargo Specialties. Prior to tpe intro
duction· of pfn- ball machines he made two 1WCM 11 machines, one of which he 
placed in the dairy and the other in the drugstore at the corner. These 
games wer e primarily played ~y the high school stud~nts -- Victoria ~igh 
School is just around the corner along Fernwood. Players paid a nickel 
for a game . If a ball fell into certain holes the play0r won tokens. 
These tokens could be used for playing m~re_games. The tokens were punched 
out of steel by a friend of Bert's and then were hand-punched wit h the 
letters F S. These pieces are rf nickel~sized ,11ie 21 nm1 in diameter. 

Ther e were two dairy tokens issued, both in aluminum~ The 1 pint token 
was octanonal, measuring 23mm. The 1 quatr token was rectangular , measuring 
32 mm X 19 l11l11 , In mid 1964 a pint take~ was di~covered in an old car being 
scrapped , A search led to sixty-two quarts and one hundred & eighteen pints 
being lQcated. 
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HOMESTEAD FARM of SAA.NIGH 

by Ronald Greene 

_...-
0

• o 0· ;.~·-.. 

!~ 1 ,,P\ : : 
: : 
~ ___ ..... i 

Stewart Pringle was one of many who turned to dairying during the depression. 
He started on Wilkinson Road in mid 1933 and later operated from a farm on 
Blenkinsop, leaving the dairy business by the end of 1936. In the latter 
year he purchased a grocery store and sold his cows . However, he did .con
tinue delivering for a short while after the cows were sold. Deliveries were 
confined to the Municipality of Saanich and the City of Victoria. The herd 
consisted of twenty Jerseya, with an average of fifteen produ~ing. 

Mr. Pringle issued two tokens. Both ma.de of aluminum, the 1 pint was 
1 . octagonal, measuring 23 mm and the 1 quart was round, measuring 25½ mm. 

A small quantity of .each denomination, approximately twenty of each, 
turned up at the end of 1963. 
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LOCATION FINDER 
FOR 

Tannahil l 1 s TRADE TOKENS OF SASKATCHEWAN 

by D. ·M. Stewart 

Assiniboia Club 
At Thressas Barber Shop 
Avonlea Trading Co . Ltd. 

B- Say-Tah Dairy 
Best by Tesit 
Best Yet Bread 
Bienfait Bakery, A. H. Cuddington 
A. M. Black 
G. F. Blaxall 
Blaxall 1 s Coal Oil 

w. w. c. 
Carson and Patterson 
Cecil' s Tea Room 
Clarke ' s Bakery 
Crown Baker y. 

The -Dairy & Poultry Pool 

J. H. Forest 
Forgie I s Bakery 

F. G. Dairy 

T. F. Hamre Red & White Stores 
G. H. Hewitt 
Highland Park Dairy, Thomas Leech 

ITSJ\. 

Johnstone Dairies 

K. Buck 
Kinar, Nick P. 

Thomas Leech, Highland Park Dairy 
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Regina 
Midale 
Avonlea 

Fort Qu1appelle 
Regina 
Regina 
Bienfait 
Sintaluta 
Regina 
Regina 

Regina 
Govan 
Regina 
Regina 
Regina 

Saskatoon 

Gravelbour g 
Regina 

Sintaluu. 

Kenaston 
Moosomin 
Regina 

Regina 

Moose Jaw 

Ester hazy 
Aberdeen 

Regina 



M 

N. 

Q 

p 

R 

s 

I. 

y 

w 

Maple Leaf Bakery 

Nokomi·s Bakery , P. CJ½npbell 

J.E. Orrange, The Pioneer Bakery 

The Pioneer Bakery, J.E. Orrange 
H. Preuschoff 1s·Baker y 

Red & White Store , T. F. Hamre 
The Rex· Bakery 

S. G. I. 0 . 
SPC · Social Club· 
S. T. S. P. A. 
S.W.P.E.A. . 
iL . H. Sickles The Barber 
W. H. Skeele, Myord , Sask. 
A. Smyth Barber Shop 
Stoughton Bakery 

At Thressas Barber Shop 

Victoria Baking Co. 
Victoria Bakery Go. Ltd. 

w. w. c. 
Wascana Winter Club 
West End Bakery 
Weyburn Dairy 
J. 11. Wilson 
Fred Woodward 
Harry Wunder 
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Regina. 

Nokomis 

Radisson 

Radisson 
St'. ·waiburg 

Kenaston . 
North Battleford 

Regina 
Regina 
Prince Albert 
Regina 
Lumsden 
Lajord 
Sn.skatoon 
Stoughton 

Midale 

Regina 
Regina 

Regina. 
Regina 
Moose Jaw 
Weyburn 
Pelly 
Estevan 
Theodore 



TOKENS ATTRIBUTED 

C.N.R.S. No. & Description 

224 Empey, E. 305 Cumber land 

2,54 Frederick 1s, F. 

323 Hetherington, J. R. 

327 Hinton, R. 273 Rochester 

425 Lea, G. w. 
' Bakery 

469 Manor Hotel , J. Tapper 

,540 Northway' s Young Peoples Shop 

7.54 Vick , Geo. & Sons 

763 Waddell Preserving Co. Ltd. 

781 Westside Dairy Ltd. 

Correc"liQ_n 

Attributed by 

Ottawa., Ont. Palmer 

London, Ont. Bowman 596 H 

Peterborough, Ont. Palmer 

Ottawa, Ont. Palmer 

Simcoe, Ont. Palmer 

Winnipeg, Man. Stewart 

Toronto, Ont. Palmer· 
(Headquarters) 

Orrillia, Ont. Palmer 

Brantford, ~t. Palmer 
. . 

Ki tchener, Ont. Palmer 

Vol. 1, page 52 attrd,buted 11 #87 , Buckley's II to Chesley, 'Ont. 
This should have r ead : 11Wiarton, Ont. 11 
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FROJ-l THE !2,ITOR 

ptandai:51 Numbering S;v;telll. 

Over the years many of our Fellows have expressed the opinion that we 
should have a standardized numbering system for our local tokens. One 
of these was } ir. Ferguson, and he started the ball rolling by expressing 
his thoughts on the matter through an article in the January 1968 issue 
of the Transactions. Following this, our President asked me to head a 
committee to study the matter in an effort to speed up the process and 
bring it to a conclusion. We now have, in this issue of the Transactions, 
articles by Hr. Hill and Mr. Greene expressing what they consider to be 
a suitable n1.11llbering system. 

I urge ea.eh and every Fellow of the Society to give this some very 
serious study. This is very important; we now have another Fellow who 
has conpleted the manuscript for a catalogue on local tokens and is 
standing by waiting for our decision before having it published.. 

I will be in touch with all Fellows, through means of a circular letter. 
within the next week or so. 

Writing_s from the Tra112,,a.ct~ns . ..P'l.blish~ in TAYJ.S Jourpal 

A month or so ago we finalized arrangements with Clifford Michler to 
have articles from the Transactions published in the Token and Medal 
Society 's Journal. The first of these articles appears in the April 
issue, 

To Inaugurate the series, Nr. Nichler has written a. few very nice 
introductory rema.rks in which he mentions the work being done by the 
C. N. R. S. , and the advantages to be gained by both parties through 
the new arre.ngement. 

The policy we have been followi."'lg with regard to the publishing of our 
writings in the C. N. A. Journal will remain the same. 



J. K. CRANSTON OF GALT 

by K. A. Palmer 

Forward: Several months ago I promised our Editor that I would do some r esearch 
of the token distributing firm of J. K. Cranston, Galt, Ontario. This. firm was 
responsible for the creation of many of the trade tokens in use by Ontario business 
concerns. around the year 1900 and for many years after. While this work is far 
from complete, it is thought that an interim reporting at this time may be of in
terest, _. and it is hoped that further information may be forthcoming from our 
readers. 

Mr. James K. Cranston purchased, in 1885, a business in Young 1 s Block, Ma.in Street, 
Galt, Ontario. He advertised himself as a "Wholesale and Retail Stationer, 
Bookseller..and Fancy Goods." His advertisements appeared regularly in the columns 
of the Galt Reporter, and in a series of these, in }'lar ch and April of 1893, 
Mr. Cranston announced that he had disposed of his business to a Nr. J . W. Harnly 
( or Hanley) of Campbell.ford, Ontario. He announced 11A Great Clearing Sale in 
all lines" : requested that his creditors II see to it that what ·they owe is paid 
by Nay 1st11 : and stated "we go to Toronto to engage in the wholesale business." 
However, .. the 5ale to Mr. Harnly was: never completed, and· although the "clearing 
Sale" was extended a month, ¥i.r. Cranston resumed his regular advertisement in the 
June 9th issue of the Reporter. 

An interesting booklet was published in 1897 titled "Jubilee Souvenir of Galt" 
in which .Mr. Cranston subscribed for a full page advertisement with illustrations. 
His business is referred to as "One of the largest of its kind, west of Toronto, 
Mail orders are received daily, from all parts of the Dominion, for books and 
school supplies. 11 The advertisement also lists and illustrates Cranston1 s new 
Pa.tent Games, etc. a.s follows : "Curling without ice", price $3. 00 · : "Cra.nston's 
Improved Crockinole Board", price $1.00; also 11Cranston1 s Patent Hingeless 
Folding Table", various prices. 

F<Fom the_.infornation compiled so far regarding the business activities of Mr. 
C anston from 1885 to 1897, no mention has been noted for his interest in to~ens. 
Tlien,-·accor.ding to a business reference directory (the date of which is Uhcerta.in) 
Mr. C,..anston is listed as operating, in Galt, an "Advertising Novelty Factory" 
with capital employed of $5, 000.00. However, it appears certain that the 
Cranston firm was responsible for originating a large percentage of the .trade 
tokens issued in Ontario during the period 1898 to 1905. The ma.in evidence of 
this fact is the many 11Da.ted 11 tokens issued to advertise the firm's product. 
( A listing of those that have been seen follows this report.). .Nr.Cranston 
changed the firm's name tc the Cranston Novelty Co. and it was under this name 
that the . .first listings appeared in the Toronto City Directories of 1906 and 1907. 
The Location was 157 Bay Street, J. K. Cranston, Mgr. 

A change in name and a change in location appears in the Toronto directory listing 
for the period 1908 to 1916. The listing is as follows : "Cranston Novelty •• 
Advertising Co., J. K. Cranston Mgr. Advertising specialties with merit, calendars, 
thermoneter.s and aluminum specialties, 123 Bay Street". The firm continued to be 
listed until 1930 at 57 Queen Seteet West, but under the management of J .S. Robert
son (1917-19) and Chas. A. Wilson (1920-1930). 

The writer is indebted to Mr. Fred Bowman for supplying descriptions of many of 
the tokens which appear in the listing to follow. 
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J. K. CRANSTON, GALT, ONT. 

Advertising novelties/J . K.Cranston/Galt,Ont./Coins etc. 
Good for/1QO/in merchandise; 
Same but 
Same but 

Good· for/1QQ/in/mer~handis~; 
Sa.me but· · · • 
Same but 

Good for/$100/i~/merchandisetnot transferable; 

Supply/$1QQ/check; 
·-Same but 

Good for/50/in merchandise; 
Sallie but 
Same but 

On~coi~/good for/50f/on a suit/or/overcoat; 

Good •rof/50~/s,n: a s"lii't:61:/ . cloithes/or overcoat; 
· , , · .. · 

Good for/251/on one dozen/cabinets; 
Same but 

• ·Good for/251/ on a./$5QQ/ cash purchas~; 

Good for/101/on a dollar/purchase; 

Gbod for/10%/cash discount/on/parlor suits/&/side boards; 

Good for/5 per cent/discount/for cash; 
Same but 
Same but 

• Good for/ one/drink; 
Same but' 

Good fo"r/12½1/in trade at the bar; • • 
Same but • 

Th N .. t . t'/official /$ • • / / e ~ -srna :i.s rgan 100 PI:lr y~ar G.F.Heat~~M.D • 
. ; • .• Sec.& Edi tor/Monroe,h:i.ch.; 

·Same but 
Same but 
Same .but 

American Numismatic As~obiation/Pres./B.P.Wright,M.D./ 
• • • Vice Pres 1 s/A .. R.Frey/J.Gibbs/1902; • 

Same but •• 
Same but· 
Same but 

1.8 

A-R-35 
B-R-35 
W-R-35 

A-R-35 
B-R-35 
W..;R-35 

W-R-35 

B-R-35 
W-R-35 

A_;R-31 
B-R~31 
W-R-31 

W..-R-28 

W-R-25 . 

B-R-28 
W-R-28 

A-R-28 

A-R-25 

B-R-25 

A-R-20 
B-R-20 
W-R-20 . 

B-R-3.5 
W-R'."3.5 

B-R-35 
W-R-35 

A-R-35 
B-R-35 
C-R-35 
W-R-35 

A-R-J5 
B_:R:_35 
C-R-35 
W-R-35 



(The obverses of the last two tokens,listed above, were muled to produce this 
token) 

American Numismatic Association/Pres./B.P.Wright.M;D./Vice Pres's/ 
. .. . . A.R.Frey/J .Gibbs/1902 

The Numisma.tist/O~~~~ial /$100 per year/G.F.Heath,M.D./Sec.& &litor/ 
Monroe, Mich. • C-R-35 

J. K. C., GALT, ONT. 

Pat. · Applied for./$1/J.K.C . ,Galt,Ont./Trade due bill 
( Obverse ·of-. ·an 1868 U. S .A. Dollar) 

CRANSTON CO., GALT, ONT. 

Advertising Novelties/Cranston/Co./Galt, Ont./Coins & c. 
The Cransto~/10/Trade due bill 

(Holed at the top; all legend incused) 

THE CRANSTON NOVELTY co.,GALT, ONT. 

New ideas in advertising/coins and due bills/ 
The Cranston Novelty/Co./1902/Galt,Ontario. 
One/Penny (inside a wreath) 
Same but 
Same but 

One/Penny (a key stone) 
Same but 
Same but 

New ideas/in/advertising/coins and due bills/ 
The Cranston/Novelty Co./Galt, Ont./1902 
British-Boer War/peace/in/South/Africa/ 
Oct.11.1899.to May 31.1902. (clasped hands) 
Same but 
Same but 
Same but 

British-Boer War/Peace in/South Africa/ 
Oct. 11. 1899. to Yiay 31. 1902. (A dove) . 
Same but . 
Same but 
Same but 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas/1902/1903/ 
and a Happy New Year ( A turkey) 
Same but 
Same but 
Same but 

Good for/25/in merchandise 
Same but 
Same but 
Same but 
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PB-R-34 

B.;.R-30 
•.·' C-R-30 • 

~l--R-30 

.. B ... R-30 
C-R-30 
W-R-30 

A-R-28 
B-R.:.28 
·c-R:..28 
W-R-28 

A--R-28 • 
. B-R-28 
C-R-28 
W-R-28 

A-R-28 
B-R-28 
C-R-28 
W-R-28 

A-Oc-25 
B-Oc-25 
C-Oc-25 
W-Oc-25 



Good for/25r/ on a/ cash order/ for 1000/ 
due bills/or/bread tickets • 
Same bwt 
Same but 
Same but 

It will pay you/to adopt/our coin due bill/system/ 
send order at once to/The Cranston/Novelty Co./Galt,Ont. 
Good for/251/in merchandise 
Same but 
Same but 
Same but 

Do it now/order the/everlasting/aluminum/bread tickets/ 
& save money/from/the Cranston Novelty Co./Galt . 
Good for/1/loaf/of/bread • 
Good for/ 1/l'oaf of bread 

Do it now/order/the everlasting/aluminum/bread tickets/ 
from/the Cranston Novelty Co./Galt./and save money · 
Good for/1/loaf/of/bread 

Do it now/order the/everlasting/alur.:iinum/milk tickets/ 
& sa.ve money/from/the Cranston Novelty Co./Galt. 
Good for/1/pint/of milk 

THE CRll.NSTON NOVELTY ADV. CO. , 12 3 Ik\Y ST. ,_TOR_ONTO 

Return it ·to:..day/to/the Cranston Novelty/ 11Add11 Co./ 
123 Bay St.Toronto./novelty advertising/&/trade check/ 
special ties 
Return this coin/to-day/it is good for/25r/on your next/ 
$500/cash with order/purchase • ' 

Return this ·coin/ to-day/with orders to/ the/ 
Cranston/ 11Add11 Co./123 Bay St./Toronto 
Good for/251/on engagement/wedding rings/and/gold/watches 

Souvenir/remember/the Cranston/Novelty Adv.Co./art calendars,/ 
advertising/novelties/with merit/Toronto,Can. 
Georgivs V Rex A.D. 1910 (bust of George V) 
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A-Sc10-31 
B-Sc10-Ji'. 
C-Sc10-31 
W-Sc10-31 · 

• A-Sc10~31. · 
B-Sc10-31 
C-Sc10-31 
W-Sc10-31 

A-Oc-25 
A-Sc4-28 

• -. • • # - • • 

. -·- .... -· -··· . ~----·· .. 

A-Oc-27 

A-Sc4-28 

A-R-29 

B-R-25 

B-R-25 • 



BUSINESS COLLEnE CURRENCY ;· 

SupplejllentarI_ l isting 2 

by Major Sheldon S. Carroll, F.R.N.S. 

Our first listing of business college currency appeared i n Vol. 1, No. 1 of 
the Transactions. A supplementary l isting a.ppeared in Vol. 1, No. 3. During 
the past three years a number of new notes have been added t o the Bank of · 
Canada's Numismatic Collection and other notes have been r eported. These are 
listed below. 

Ban~ue de L'Academie de St, Geor_ges, Beauce , Que. 

20 cents , undated 

La Banque du College, Varel]'l~S. Que. 

$5.00, undated 

La Banque du Colleg_e Commercial Masson. Terrebonne , '-l,ue. 

$5.00 or 5 piastr es, 30 Jan. 1869 
$500,00 or 500 piastres, 30 Jan. 1869 

La Banque du College Commerci al de St.Cesaire , Que. 

$4. 00 undated 
$10, 00 undated 
$50,00 undated 
$100. 00 undated 

Ja. Banque du Colleg_e de St-Laurent. St.Laurent, Quet 

10. 00 or piastres , January 2 , 1869 
50,00 or piastres , January 2 , 1869 

La Banque Collegiale de Serninairll_St . Joseph , Trois Rivieres, Que . 

195 undated 

La Bangue ~colaire. Montreal, Que. 

1 (circa 1929) portrait of Jacques Cartier 
$5. 00 (circa 1920) 
$10.00 
$20. 00 
$100. 00 

La Bangue du Seminaire St, Charles-Borromee, Sherbrooke, Que . 

$1. 00 or 1 piastre, undated. 

21 

(1) 

(2 ) 

(1) 
(1) 

(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

(2) 
(2) 

(2) 

(1) 
(2) 
(J) 
(3) 
(3) 

( 1) 



British American Commercial Colle_g_e Bank, Toronto , Qn.~. 

186-$1. 00 , 
$2 . 00 
$100. 00 

undated, overprinted HAJ.1ILT0N in red 
unda ted, pink note, no overprint 

Curri e Business Universit~Ltd., St. John, N.~. 

$10 .. 00 • undated. 
$1000. 00 'undated 

L1~cole Hodel·e Jacgues-C_artier. Honk_ei!-1 , Que . 

5, 1872 

f~t .Saint-Louis Institute Bank, Nont:r:,ep.l. Que. 

$2 . 00 undated 

9ntario Business College, Bell~ville, Ont. 

25rf, 
50rf , 
$2 . 00, 
$5.00 ·: 
$10. 00 
$20. 00 
$50. 00 
$100. 00 

undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
undated 
·.i.Yldated 
undated 

§_t. Catherines Busi ness 

1 undated 
2 undated. 
5 1.mdated 
10 undated 
20 undated 
50 undated 
100 undated 
500 undated · 
1000 undated 

Colle_g_e 

Notes (1) Ba.nk of Canada Collection 
(2) Seen 
(3) Recorded but not seen 
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(1) 
(1) 
(1) 

(3) 
(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(3) 
(3) 

. (3) 
(3) 
(3) 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 
(1) 



BUSINESS COLLEGE HETALLIC TOKENS 

Su1mlementa~ Listing 

by Major Sheldon S. Car.roll , F.R.N.S. 

Our first listing of business college metallic tokens appeared ir. Vol. I, No. 3 
of the Transactions. Since that time a considerable number of new tokens have 
been added to the Bank of Canada's Num.i.sma.tic Collec-tion and other tokens have 
been reported. These are listed below. A number of pi eces previously listed as 
11 seen" or "recorded but not seen11 are now in the Bank of Canada' -s coll ection. 
Although it is now possibl e to give further detai ls concerning these pieces 
such as metal and diameter, they have not been repeated in this supplementar y 
l i sti ng a s these l ists are considered only as check lists. It i s hoped that 
it will be possibl e to prepare a more complete and detailed catalogu€ some time 
in the future. The word "round" has been omitted in this supplementary listing 
as all the pieces described are r ound. 

Academie de _La. Salle. Troi.s Rivieres., Que. 

One Cent, 1915 , copper, 26nnn 
This denomination was previousl y listed only in brass. 

50/, 1915 , aluminurn, 30mm 

{\.cademie S_t, J_ose.12h..,_ Quebec, Qu~. 

5/, 1916, aluminum, 15mm. 

~c~demie Saint-Rock , Quebec, Que. 
(Incorrectly listed in the first list as "St .Rock") 

1 sou/c~nt , no date , copper, 26rmn. 
10 sous/cents , no date , aluminum, 18mm. 

Academie St. Sauveur, Quebec, Que. 

10 cent s, 1917, 
25 cents , 1917, 
50 cents , 191?, 

aluminum, 18mm 
alurninum, 26nn~. 
aluminum, JOmm. 

10 sous, undated, thin tin disc, 20mm. 

~ da :fu:!.siness College . Cha.than, Ont. (D.McLa.chlan & Co. ) 

(t) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1 ) 
(1 ) 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 

(1 ) 

25 College Currency, undated, aluminurn, 29mm. . (1) 
(This denomination comes in two sizes , 28m.m and 29mm 
with minor differences in the lettering) 

50 College Currency, undated, German silver, 30mm. (1 ) 
(This denomination wa s previously listed only in aluminum. ) 
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~io.ess Colle_g_e 1 Hamilton, Ont. 

1 College Currency, unda ted, aluminum, 25mm. 

Cochrane ~blic School Bank, Cochrane , Alta. 

1 College Currency, u_11<iated , brass, 19mm. 
50 College Currency , undated , a,luminum, 32mm . 

.9 ollege St- Paul 1 ....Y_a_renne s ,_ qu~._ 

1~· , undated, aluminum, 18mm 
5</: , u.rida ted , aluminum, 21mm 
10</ , undated , aluminum, 2Jm..'11 
25</ , undated, aluminum, 25mm 
50</J , undated, aluminum, JOnnn 

Commercia_l_ AcadeE1Y._ Bank 

5 cents , undated, aluminum, 15nnn 
10 cents, undated , aluminum, 18mm 
50 cents , undated, aluli'li.num, 30mm 

Commercial Acac!_~ Quebec , Que'!.. 

25 cents , 1915 , aluminum, 23mm 

Commercial .Class Bank 

25 cents, undated, al uminum, 26mm 
50 cents, undated , aluminum, JOnun 

De La Salle Academx_ Bank 7 Ottawa.., Ont._ 

One Cent , undated , copper, 28~.m 
'£he 10(; pieces are also found with both types of r everse that 
occur on the 25<1 pieces . 

f_ed~ra.ted Busi_p~ss Colle_g__es_ of On_tariq, 

The Bank of Ca_nada. Collection now has thi s piece i n a.luminum, brass , 
co~per and German silver and with two types of reverse ; 
(a) list of business colleges (b) Wishing you a Nerry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year , 1902/turkey/1903 

Garbutt Business Colle_g_e , Ca.lgar:[& Lethbrid_g_e , Alta . 

No denomination, no date , gilded bra.s·s . 
Obverse - B~TTER THAi1 GOLD/IS A/COURSE/I§. THE/GARBUTT/ 

BUSL1ESS COLLEGE/CALGARY &/IETHBRIDGE. ' 
Reverse Swastika . 

(1) 

(3) 
(3) 

(1 ) 
(1 ) 
(1) 
(1) 
( 1) 

(1) 
(1) 
(1) 

. ( 1) 

(1) 
(1) 

( 1) ' 

(1) 

(1 ) 



Hull Academy Ba.nk..L Hulla Que. 

5 cents, undated, aluminum, 15mm. 

Institut Ca.na.dien Franca.is, Ottawa._ 

1, undated, a.luminum, 26mm. 
10, undated, aluminum, 22mm. 
The three denominations previously listed a.re all JOmm. 

J..achine Colleg__e Bank 7 La.chine, Que-r 

5 cents, undated, aluminum, 15mm. 

Mt. St._Loi&_s Institut J{ontreal. Que~ 

10, undated, German silver, 19mm. 

St. Ann's Commercial Course, Victoria..,_B.C. 

Th~s college was incorrectly listed in the first list as Quebec, Que. 

5, .. undated, a.luminum, 19mm . .. 
2?, .undated, . aluminum, 25mm. 

St. Jean Ba.12.t=lste de La Salle. Banque Scola.ire, Quebec, Que. 

25 sous, 1b51-1719, paper disc with metal rim, 27mm. 

Notes : (1) Bank of Canada. Collection 
. (2) Seen 
(J) Recorded but not seen 
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(1) 

(1) 
(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 
(1) 

(1) 



THE FERNWOOD BAKERY 

by Ronald Greene 

Sigur Myrdal came to Victoria in the late 1880 1s, building at 171 Fernwood 
Road. Mr Myrdal is not shown in the Victoria direc-tories between 1897 ·and 1.908 
but in the latter years his son-in-law, Kenneth McLeod Miller, is shown r esid
ing at 2207 Fernwood ·Road. This address, following the street renumbering, 
is in the same block if not the same house. About this time, Mr. Myrdal, 
who was a carpenter, built a bakery for his son-in-law behind 2207 •. The fol-. 
lowing city directory ( 1909) listed the bakery under the name Miller & 11iyrda,l_. 
The Y.1ay 1909 phone directory gives the phone number as 1973 although it is 
not until the February 1910 telephone .directory that.:the name Fernw9oi1'_":B?,kery. 
appears. By 1912 Myrdal appears to have been inactive in the bakery. 

In a short time the bakery built up and had three or four horse-drawn del
ivery carts throughout the city. These were later roplaced by cars. The 
bakery was the first in Victoria to sell a wrapped loaf and was also the 
supplier of the very famous Sultana Fruit Cake that the Jananese Tea Gardens 
served at the Gorge. In early 1916 YJ.r. ¥tiller gave up the bakery because 
he was bothered by asthma. He became a driver for a meat packing firm until 
1915 when he retired. Wanting something to do Mr. Miller r e-opened the 
Fernwood Bakery. At the end of 1936 Frank and Fred Waters purchased the 
bakery. Frank went into the service in World War II and for a while his 
wife ran the bakery but when sugar became rationed the bakery was closed. 

The original brickdutc!h oven built by Mr. Nyrda.l is still in the building , 
unused for over two decades. According to Mrs. Waters it baked the most 
wonderfully good-ta.sting bread. 

Tho tokens, 26½ nnn, octagonal, aluminum, were only used in the period 
between 1909 and 1916. 
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CORNER GROCERY (Victoria) 

by .Ronald A. Greene 

Ar thur Thorn~on came to Victoria in 1903 and operated a grocery store on the 
corner of Humboldt and Douglas. For the years 1904, to 1908 the City Directory 
gave only the. listing "Thornton grocer 30 Humboldt" (street number qhanged to 
706 Humboldt in 1908). I n 1909 the listing read: "Arthur Thornton' the Corner 
Grocery' Phone B1013 h 706 Humboldt". 

In Narch of 1910 Thornton sold the store to his brother-in-law. Albert Ernest 
Smith, who was listed in the 1910-1911 directory as at 700 Humboldt. Arthur 
Thornton ' s eldest daughter docs not r ecall him using or having any tokens. 
Mr. Thornton died in 1929. 

Ernest Smith operated the store on Humboldt, still calling it the "Corner 
Store" and added another store at 2005 Cook in t ime for the 1914 directory. 
I n 1914 hP- sold out both stores and moved with his family to Port Hardy. His 
eldest daughter r emembers using the tokens and playing with them later, at 
Port Hardy, where Smith did not sell br.ead. The townsite at Port Hardy was 
moved in 1924 and the old store tor n down. The daughter thinks that the re
maining tokens were probably thrown into the water at that time. She does 
not r ecall the shape of the tokens and does not know if ther e wer e any 
varieties. Ernest Smith di ed in JUne 1962 at the age of 'J}. 

As both the "Corner Store, A.E. Smith" and the "Corner Grocery" tokens came 
to their previous owner seperately it cannot yet be definitely stated that 
the later came or did not come from this particular store . The date of the 
former is probably 1910 or 1912 until 1914. 

The r everse of the Corner Grocery A. E. Smith token appears to be from the 
same die as the r everse of the later J. Wilson (Nanaimo) token. 
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by Ronald A. Greene 

................ .................... , 
~:·• A.G.CARTER i 

- PUR£ -

f JERSEY M ILi( : 
" ..................... --. .... . 

,. . ........... .. --·-··-·---♦-

{ GOOO FOR i . 1 . 
~PINTo\MILKi ·····---·····--·--·-"" 

lrthur George Carter, together with his son William, ran a small dairy 
from his home on Woodley Road from 1923 until 194,0. Mr. Carter had six 
or seven cows at the most, mainly Jerseys with a couple of Guernseys. 

The milk was delivered primarily in the close-by areas of Saanich with 
the rest being delivered by William in the evenings to Oak Bay and the 
Uplands. When William married in 1938 his father ·carried on for a whil_e 
but found the dairy too. much and cortsequently he sol d out to Shepherd's 
Dairy in 1940. 

The Carters had only the one token, struck-in aluminum, measuring 
32mm X 19mm. 
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PRO PATRIA BRANCH , CANADIAN LEGION, VICTORIA, B.C. 

by Ronald A. Greene 

The Pro Patria Branch of the Canadian Legion (No.Ji) received its charter 
November 22 , 1926." The tokens were introduced nea r the end of the 1920' s 
or beginning of .th~ 19J0 1 s . When "Smoking Concerts" were to be held the 
Executive estimated how many members were likely to attend, decided \he 
number of barrels. ~f beer to be given out and set the number of tokens to 
be given to each member. As each member entered the hall he received the 
determined ration of tokens , each of which could be exchanged for a ~lass 
of beer. 

The bus terminal w~s located across t~e str eet from the Legion hall and the 
use of tokens was discontinued shortl y after t hey were introduced_ because a 
number of the tokens were found in the f areboxes of the Lakehill Bus . The 
tokens on hand, together with the dispenser used at the door , were thrown 
out. 
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McCOY I.AKE FARM , (Albernie , B. C.) 

by· Ronald -A Greene 

r;·.T-.-T~~~~Ms"ij;•\ 
~NACOV LAKE; 
t FA RM : 
• ....... ... . . ~---••-i.• •··•"'~ • •• • 

According to Mrs . Ann Thomson , widow of William Taylor Thomson~ the opening 
of the first paper mill in British Columbia at Albernie. brought the Thomson 
family to the Albernie Valley. This interesti ng little paper mill wa s 
started in 1892 and produced its first paper in 189'-J, . By 1899 lack of rag 
materi al to make pa.per forced the closure of the mill-- ironic in view of 
today's _technology which has made the Albernie Valley one of the ·major pulp 
and pa.per producers i n the world . But in 1896 the means to make paper from 
wood just were not developed suffioiently. 

About . 1900 Thomson commenced clearing land at McCoy Uke several miles from 
Albernic. He married i n 1912. At }irs . Thomson's insistence Thomson ac
quired some"Ayrshires i n 1925 and stiarted dairying. _ Through the years the 
herd grew t o 70 head and deliver ies wer e made over a wide area to· Grsat 
Central Lake and Sproat Lake. Duri ng this period the two sons, Ted and 
James , joined their parents. 

Yir . Thomson died suddenly in December 1944, aged 64, and since then Mrs . 
Thomson, Ted and James have operated the f arm. The Thomsons left the r etail 
business on l'--Ia.y 15, 1957 and since then have shipped their milk. They are 
quite proud of their 160 acres f arm and their cattle. Among other accomplish
ments is the winning of an R. O. P. award. 

Pir . Thomson purchased aluminum tokens but as people obtained these on credit 
they were really of little value and were discontinued a number of years 
before the retail route was given up. It should be noted tha t the tokens 
mis- spel l the name "McCoy" as "Hacoy11 • The tokens are rectangular, measur
ing 32mm X 19mm. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON NUMBERING THE LOCAL TOKENS 

by Leslie C. Hill, F.R.N.S. 

The· comments expressed by J. D. Ferguson in the January issue of the C.N.R.S. 
Transactions concerning the need for a simplified· numbering and listing system 
for local tokens , is timely; in fact we feel that these comments are long 
overdue as both Tannahill and Bowman have devised systems of their own to 
cope with the situation and if a standard numbering system is devised by the 
C.N.R.S., then either Tannahill or Bowman or both, will need to modify o~. 
renumber tn order to conform to the standard of the C.N.R.S. 

If we are correct i n our interpretation of the need for numbering tokens, 
it i s not necessary to number just to assist the r eader of a token book to 
understand the listing, but rather, to apply brevi ty when corresponding with 
other collectors or listing tokens in a sal es list so that lengthy descriptions 
can be avoided in these instances . 

What appears necessary in numbering tokens, is the maximum of information 
conveyed in as brief a number combination as is possible ; this is quite a 
challenge, as becomes apparent, the closer we study .the situatiou. Whan 
corresponding with others or listing tokens in a sales list it is necessary 
to know tha Province, Token Category, Community, Issuer and Token. As both 
correspondents raquire the token checklists in order to properly utilize the 
numbering system, it becomes unnecessary to include the metal, s i ze, shape, 
obverse or reverse descriptions in the token number, as this information is 
in the checklist after the number. 

Should a standard form of numberi ng be devised; then Princeton could be 
840, whether it be Ontario-Trade , B. C. Dairy or New Jersey Fare. If one 
mer ely requested 840-A. , he could be asking for the first listed token of 
Princeton, Ontario , B.C., or N. J. From this it becomes apparent that we 
must signify which Province we ·are referring to and also the token category 
that we have in mind; what better method can we use than simple letter abb
reviations? Instead of stating Ontario Trade before the token number we 
place OT ahead of the community number, OT840. While this may appear 
repetitious in a token checklist, it is necessary for correspondence unless 
we are considering only a single category such as Atwood/Fare or Ontario/ 
Trade. The OT840 need only be used next to the community name and not re
peated again ; · the·number s or letters identifying the issuer and token only, 
need be placed opposite each token description. 

'To avoid using dashes or diagonals between each part .of 
number, we could alternate between letters and numbers, 
the space occupied by the total number. 

the combined token 
thus shortening 

frovince. As the Province and the Token Category will need to be referred to 
in correspondence, some form of abbreviation is needed ; B for B.C. , A for 

• Alberta, S for Saskatchewan, etc., would suffice. As three provinces and 
one territory begin with N, a second letter may be required such as, Ns for 
Nova Scotia , Nb for New Brunswick, Nf f or Newfoundland, and Nw for North 
West Territories. 

Cate_g_or;L• Where the issue of tokens is substantial a.s in Quebec, Ontario or 
in British Columbia, it becomes desirable to break them up into categories 
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such as Advertising, Bakery, Dairy, etc. The Category could be noted as, 
A for Advertising; · B for Bakery',· ·and so forth. · . .. · 

Communitx_. This has been handled adequately by Tannahill, Bowman and Atwood in 
their lists. We note that Tannahill has wsed a number range from 1 to 275, 
Atwood from 1 to 999, and Bowman from 1 to 1200. For brevity it would be 
desirable to limit our use to three numbers as Atwood has done , from 1 _to 999. 
We have not studdied the numbering used by Bowman for the Ontario communities 
that closely, but it may have been necessary to use this broader range f rom 
1 to 1200, due to the large number of co111.munities that have issu_ed tokens. 

Iss~- We feel that once a token has been numbered_ it is · apt to create· some 
confusion if we renumber it in a later checklist; if these token lists were 
to be published in a book form with plates, it would be even more desirable to 
a.void any renumbering, as books a.re more a.pt to remain in public andprivate 
libraries as r ef erence wo.rks than a.re the printed lists. If r ·enumbering is to 
_be avoided we need a system broad enough to iillow inclusion of now issues in 
alphabetical order and under the same issuer. We could use the first letter of 
the issuers name, together with a number from· 1 to 99, to designate the .firm or 
person issu:i,ng the token • . Tokens issued by Jones might be numbered J55, by 
Smith S45; the 55 and 45 representing the second letter of the name according 
to its position in the alphabet. The 11a 11 could be from 1 to 6, the 11b 11 from· 
? to 12 , and so on to the II z '.1 as 99. Al though this adds length to • the token 
number it does allow for inclusion of further tokens in alphabetical order, and 
keeps the checklist systematic without the· need for renumbering in later lists. 

Token Idell,titzT A letter.can be used to identify each. token of the issuer and 
if desired a second letter could be added to show various metais . ( see Ontario/ 
Trade, London/Fawkes.) 

To briefly compare with Tanna.hill, Bowman and Atwood styl_ing 

Tanna.hill 
LCH 

Bowman 
LCH 

A two.op. 
LCI~. 

S168A.-100 
.ST168B5.5A 
(Sis Sa.sk, T-Tra.de, 168-i:-loose Jaw , B55-BogU:e, A-Token. 

Ontario Trade ?60-R-E 
OT760G4_5A 

Atwood Va.re B.C.600-A 
BF600NJOA 
(B is B,C. , F-Fa.re, 600-Nelson, NJO-Nei.St.Rly., A-Token) . 

While the numbering system that we suggest for the readers consideration does 
appear cumbersome at first , it should stand comparison when we note that Atwood ' s 
system requir~,s "A tr,rood/Fare B. C. 11 in addition to the year of the la test check
list to mean anything to the reader, and also that Bowman's system requi'res the 
added information 110ntario/Trade11 , to convey this information to the readers. 

Ha.ny oth~r details of token listing could well be standardized, · such as the 
abbrevia.t:i,ons for me¾ls, sizes,. shapes, holing or piercing , .loops, obsolEJscence, 
rarity, obverse and. reverse descriptions, and also.the format . for arranging this 
information; we will not attempt to comment further on thi~ now as the number
ing system might well be standardized first. 
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A NUMBERING SYSTElVi FOR LOCAL TOKENS 

by Ronald Greene. 

Let us ask ourselves 11Why use or have a numbering system for tokens"? 
The answer can only be, "For. Convenience". The u,se of numbers in place of 
full descriptions can only be of value when the number is easy to either re
member for the regular user --how many tokens do you know by the Breton num
bers, a f ew I'll bet -- or easy to find for the novice. 

In a ea talogue· ·each token would be completely described , if not photographic
ally, at l east by line drawings or listings, with details as to size , shape, 
metal, etc. Thus the user ·seeing the number in a sale coul d look up the 
token easily and have the complete description. If a catalogue does exist -
and how could numbers be assigned if one does not?-- then including the size, 
metal, denomination, etc., as an integral part of the number would only make 
the number unnecessarily large and akward. On the other hand, a llllSer coming 
across a token and wishing to determine its number would have to follow the 
usual procedure: look up the city, them the merchant --all without recource 
to any number. A catalogue with the addition of a cross index or token 
locaterwould ·be handy. 

Extrem~ly complicated numbering systems 1uch as proposed by the Fulds ( Tqe 
N mismatist, Sept. 1951 ) are beyond me. I cannot see a value to them except 
ih the case wtere a catalogue does not exist and one would want to classify 
his tokens. But once a catalogue does exist the detailed informat ion given 
by the Fulds becomes redundant and detrimental; the former because the infor
mation is (or should be) in the catalogue and the latter because of the 
number's extreme l~ngth. 

Several nmirnismatists have proposed systems of numbering the cities, lettering 
the issuer and each token. I feel that lettering the city to be unnecessary 
and in the case of larger cities (such as Vancouver which has over 230 tokens 
already catalogued) a waste of digits in the number. The telephone companies 
assure us that we can remember seven digit numbers so ,that we should try to 
limit the number of digits in any number. 

The desirable attributes of a n1llllllbering system are 

1. the system should be uniform across the country, 

2. the system should be simple to use, either for beginners or those long 
acquainted. 

Certain contentious points are 

1. since tokens have been and are conveniently grouped by Province and cities 
or municipalitie s they should continue to be listed this way, 

2. since in any area trade, dairy, bakery and advertising tokens are used 
together, sometimes interchangeably, the logical solution is to put all 
tokens together in any listing. 
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Let us examine the following proposal 

F.a.ch Province should be assigned a l etter. Wi thin each province cities, towns 
and municip~lities should be listed alphabetically and for each the mer chants 
should be listed alphabetically -- all present ·systems o f listings west f r om 
Ontario basically f ollow this. Each merchant should be assi gned a ·number. 
F.a.ch token i ssued by a merchant should be assi gned a l etter. • 

By using a l etter for each pr ovince one could r each for the corr'ect catalogue 
easily. The3e would preferabl y be single l ett ers although New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia may be more easily recognized from the usual abbreviations ·: • 

British Columbia B New Brunswi ck NB or ? 
Alberta A Nova Scotia NS or ? 
Saskatchewan s Prince &iward' Islartd p 
Manitoba 1'1 Newfoundland , • N 
Ontario 0 Yiilkon y 
Quebec 0, Nor th West Territories T 

For numbering the merchants within each province I believe that a. four digit 
number would mor e than allow for the number of issuers ~n the largest of the 
provinces. The question of whether to leave gaps between numbers is , at the 
best, controversial. I would prefer·to l eave gaps between the numbers, for 
a s more tokens are discovered numbers could be ~ssigned without changing old 
numbers. Thus two .different editions of a catalogue would r ef er to the same 

. token with t he same number. 

For the t okens issued by ea ch merchant a letter would allow twenty-six tokens 
per issuer without the use of double f i gures. Incidentally, two 6r thre'e 
varieti es of the same denomination would show a weakness in the system pr esent
ly used in the Saskatchewan token book as an additi onal number or · letter 
would have to be added to differ entiate between the varieties .· 

Thus a typical number would look like - · A- 79<j+-a. A token issued by a mer
chant John Doe of Aylmer, Ontario might look like 0-0015- a while John Smith 
of the samo city would be 0-0021-a. Note that this style has fewer digits· 
than a phone number. The present token lists of the western provinces and 
Ontario could r elat ively ea:sily be placed in a series of similarly sized 
volumes using a common system of numbering. The advantages of uniformity 
would become apparent immediately and pr obably r esult in an increase in 
inter est. 

y..i, 



·THE HUDSON' S BAY COMPANY'S 

FAST MAIN DISTRICT TOKENS 

in PRESENTATION CASES 

by Larry Gingras , F.R.N, S. 

A near sensati on was caused a t a recent coi n show in the gr eater 
Vancouver area when a·dealer purchased and displayed one of the 
Company's Fast Main District tokens in a presentation .case. The 
token was the brass½ Made Beaver piece , connnonly known a s Breton <JZ?. 

This is not the first tim0 I hav0 seen these presentation cases cause 
exci temen~ among collectors, and I re~all one particular occasion 
where I sat on the sidelines a.~usingly listening to two collectors 
arguing about them, and each being positive that his theory a s to 
why and when they were presented was correct. 

To set the records straight .we must go back.to 1958 when o~ the 28th 
_of Hay that year .Trans Canada Air Lines inaugurated a flight from 
Vancouver to London, England, using Super-Constellation aircraft •. 
Because the route taYen by the aircraft going to and from London was 
over Hudson1 s Bay it was appropriate that it be desi gnated as the 
"Hudson I s Bay Route". 

With this theme i n mind the Public Relations Department of Trans 
• Canada Air Lines approached the Hudson I s Bay Company at Winnipeg 

and were able to secure less than 100 of the tqkens in presentation 
cases. These , among other favours, were presented to all passengers 
on the inaugural flight. 
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C.N.R.S. J o_._ 

J.?8 _Christie & Caron. 

TOKE}{_S .ATTRIBUTE!l 

by Ken. Palmer 

( NcColl f399) {\x._lmer, Ontario 

This is definitely Aylmer Ontario. According to Lovell t s Dir ectory, 1896/97 
and the St. Thomas Centen.vual edition of the Times Journal, G. R. Christie and 
W. S. Caron operated a general store on Talbot St. E., Aylmer., • Qntario. 

?08 East End Ba:kery. W. Ifa_c_h~:Q ?t. ·catherines, Ont. 

Between 1899 and 1906 listed in the St. Catherines City Directories as Wm. 
Buchanan. This ties in with a token in my c·ollection which reads : 

The East End/Bakery/Buchanan's/Geneva· St. / St. Catherine·s , Ont. 
Good for/ 1/ loaf of bread .. 

Buchanan was located at 69-71 Geneva St. In 1905 Wright' s Bakery bought 
67 & 73 Geneva St. and Buchana:n disappeared shortly. • 
HcColl #1024 lists W. Buchanan, Sarnia J lo2f. No one to my knowledge has ever 
seen this token. }icColl could have erred in his location, or there could have 
been a bakery in Sarnia by this nane , although no· existing Sarnia director y 
shows one . • • •• 
I t is possible that C.N,R.S. ff, 2:09 , A·. McLaughlin, East End Bakery i s from 
St. Catherines also. The bakery could have been taken over.. by Bue:-1-ianan bµt 
the directory listings do not go back far enough to indicate this . 

361 Ha.dame Ireland Nontr eal , Que. 

Ex:hibi tion souvenir of 1892. McCall # 177 . Leroux :/,~ 996. 
I am personally satisfied that this souvenir pi ece should be' attr~buted to 
lfontreal. It was issued for distribution at tha Montreal exhibition held in 
Hontreal in 1892 , as were many other pieces. It bea.rs exactly the sa me r everse 
as the Witness piece issued in 1891 (see Breton 609). Nost likely made by a 
Hontreal firn trying to copy Banfields' Roman Penny reverses . The fact that it 
was listed by Wright in Wi''i means nothing ; he listed so many Canadian tokens, the 
Galt Post Offi ce piece of 1890 bei ng a good exampl e (HcColl # 145) . I have no 
inforw.a.tion on who manufactured or distributed the Hdme Ireland cosmetics . 

.510 t • N. Hoore ~'t..Q..n r__Ontario 

This is a bar check used i n the Eagle House Hotel , Weston Road & Lawrence 
Ave., Weston, Ontario. Owned by the Hoore family for many years . After 
prohibition (circa 1917) it bacar.ie a rooming house and at present is a boarding 
a nd rooming house. Source of information - Nary Hosking, Librarian, Weston 
Public Library. 
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THE F_ANTASTIC PHILEMON WRIGHT COUNTER.STAMPS 

byJv.lajor Sheldon S·. Carroll, F.R.N.S. 

While attending a meeting of the Capital City Coin Club in Ottawa· in 
the spring of 1965 the writer's attention was drawn to a group of eight 
counterstamped U.S. and Spanish coins which were for sale by one of the members 
of the Club. All that was known of the pieces was that the-y had come as a 
group from an old Ottawa estate. It is an established fact that during the first 
half of the last ·century when there was no official Canadian -coinage, among • 
the commonest coins in circulation here were the Spanish dollar and its fractions 
and U.S • . silver coins. The group under discussion consisted of one Spanish 
dollar, six Spanish two reale pieces and one u.s. half dollar. It was quite 
possible that these coins actually circulated in the Ottawa area about 150 
years ago. For th~s· reason and because counterstamped coins of any kind are 
always interesting,' the eight pieces were acquired for the Bank of Canada's 
Numismatic Collection. All of the pieces were stamped with initials and the 
initial ''W" appeared on seven of the eight pieces. Furthermore, all of the 
coins appeared to have been counterstamped with the same set of punches.· The 
largest coin bore the initials "P.W. 11 • The collector who sold the coins said 
jokingly, 11Wouldn' t it be interesting if "P. W. 11 stood for · Philemon Wright P1 

Before we carry the story further it should be explained to those who 
a.re not familiar with the history of the Ottawa Valley that the name of 
Philemon Wright in this area ranks in importance next to that of .Colonel John 
By. Philemon Wright was born in· 1760 in Massachusetts and died in Hu.11, 
Quebec in 1839. He first ·came to the Hull district in the late 1790'sand 
explored the area which at that time was covered with dense forest and had 
practically no inhabitants except for scattered Indians. He was impressed with 
the area and returned to Massachusetts and organized a party of t-wenty-five 
New Englanders, They proceeded to the Hull area and founded a village called 
Wrightstown where Hull now stands, As Wright had a capital of $30,000 (a very 
large· sum 1.h those days), the party was well-equipped with tools and livestock. 
He immediately set up a grist mill and a. sawmill and by 1804 a smithy, tailor 
shop, bakehotise and tannery were ·also in operation. In 1807 he took the first 
raft of square timber from Hull to Quebec City, The Union of Ottawa, the first 
steamboat on the Ottawa River, was built for him at Grenville in 1819, In 1806 
he and his associates were granted one quarter of Hull Township by the Crown 
and in consideration of his efforts to grow hemp, Wright received an additional 
grant of 1200 acres. In the space of a few years Hull became a thriving 
connnunity and Wright became known as "The Father of the Ottawa". He was 
married to Abigail Wyman and they had five sons and three daughters, Two of 
the children died young, leaving eight members in the Wright family, 

The possibility that these eight counterstamped coins might have some 
connection with Philemon Wright and his family was almost a million to one 
chance. Realizing tha.t such long odds sometimes paid off, it was decided to 
seek the assistance of the Public Archives of Canada. who had recently acquired 
the Philemon Wright papers. The information that was available in these 
documents was startling and quickly pieces began to fit together. "P.W, 11 

could stand for Philemon Wright. Documents in the Archives showed that he 
invariably signed his name as Philernon Wright, Esq. 11A.W. 11 could stand for his 
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wife, Abigail Wyman or A1>:i.~a~l_1tlr:Lght. "P~W. J. 11 could stand for Philemon 
Wright, Jr. 11c.c.w.n could stand for Christopher Columbus Wright. "R.W. 11 

could sta_nd for Ruggles Wright. 11 T. W. 11 co~d stand for Tiberius Wright. 
"C.H.W." could·stand for Christiana Hanna Wright. "A.B. 11 was a little puzzling 
until it was discovered that Abigail Wright (Jr.) married Thomas Brigham and 
became Abigail .Brigham. AE.59 on the two largest pieces was a puzzle for some 
time until it was realized that AE. is an abbreviation for aetatis meaning aged. 
Philemon Wrigµt and Abigail Wyman were both born in 1760. In 1819 they were 
therefore aged fifty-nine . This would suggest that these pieces were counter
stamped in 1819. This is poss.ible as the latest date on any of the coins (U.S. 
fifty cent piece) is . 1817. • • 

-. If further proof were needed that these pieces were count erstamped by 
Philemon:Wright, additional evidence appears in Abigail Wright 1s will _dated 
January 1829. The two pertinent extracts are as follows: • 

11To Philemon Wright Jr.· I wish him to have one 
singular dollar that his father left with me." 
"To Tiberius Wright I wish him to have one 
particular piece of money called a pistareen. 11 

There can be little doubt that these eight coins were suimped by 
Philemorr Wright for each member of his family to mark some important occa
sion in th_eir family history. Al though they appear to be "pocket pieces11 

they were evidently not given to the members of the family .to be used for that 
purpose. For some reason unknown to us the eight pieces were kept together 
and remained together although they subsequently passed .through . the ·hands of 
various owners, during a period of over 150 years. This is truly remarkable 
and it is even more remarkable that almost completely by chance they were 
identified as b~ing of great .historical intere;t. The group could so easily 
havp been broken up and dispersed to various collectors merely as examples of 
counterstamped coins. If this had happened the true story:would never have 
been known and these coins would not now be a prized exhibit in the National 
Numismatic Co_J..lection. 
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P . W . / E SQ. / AE . 59 
Spanish America 

8 rcales, 1804 

c.c.w . 
Spain 

2 r e ales. l 7 2? 

T .W. 
Spain 

2 rcalc s . 1737 

P. W. J. 
Spain 

2 reales, 1759 

C.H.W. 
Sp. America 
2 reales, 1776 

A.W. / AE.59 
U.S.A. 

50~, 181 7 

R.W. 
Spai n 

2 re ale s . 1 7 2 1 

A. B. 
Spain 
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THE IN1N IK MEDALLION 

By Donald M. Stewart 

This attractive example of modern Canadian medallic art features the figure of 
an Eskimo in native garb, his back affronte and launching a iightning flash'with 
his dexter arm, The lightning .flash symbolizes Naval Communications, while the 
Eskimo relates to both the location and the name of the station. The reverse of 
the medallion displays a map of the Mackenzie River Delta. 

The decision to construct Inuvik was made in 1954, when the Canadian Government 
recognized that the location· of Aklavik was unsuitable for the development of a 
large modern town. The new site, some 30 air miles to the east of Aklavik, is 
high above the east bank of the Mackenzie River, safe from the floods which 
troubled Aklavik. Permafrost, the main problem facing construction in the north, 
was successfully conquered in a number of ways. A 5,000 foot airstrip was built, 
using 8 f.eet of fill to insulate the- permafrost. At the townsite, all buildings 
are placed on piles 15 to 30 feet long, which have been driven into the perma
frost after steam jets have created mud, When the mud freezes again the piles 
become as solid as if set in concrete. The community is criss-crossed by box
like insulated structures called "utilidors" which carry sewer, water and steam 
lines to homes, commercial and government buildings. The utilidors are neces
sary as the permafrost penetrates to very great depths, making it i mpractical 
to place these services below the frost l evel, as is done elsewhere. The heat 
from the steam lines keeps the sewer and water line s unfrozen in winter. 

The town was named Inuvik, derived from the Eskimo word meaning "the place 
where man is." Its population of 2,500 120w supports a newspaper, The Drum, 
which is printed in English, Eskimo and Loucheux Indian. One of the more inter
esting buildings is a church built in the shape of an igloo, and visitors are 
quick to notice that the government buildings are all coloured to relieve the 
drabness of the landscape. 

Ready for its permanent residents in 1961, after an expenditure of more than 
$35 1000 1000, lnuvik is the centre for development, administration, education 
and medical care for people of the western Arctic. Naval Radio Station Inuvik 
wa s among the newly e stablished services. On September IO, 1963, this station 
was commissioned H.M.C.S. INlNIK, making it the most northern and western naval 
base in Canada. It was also the first Royal Canadian Naval Establishment to 
be commissioned north of the Arctic Circle . To commemorate this historic 
occasion, Lieutenant Commander D. W. Smith, the commanding Officer, decided 
that a suitable medallion should be struck. For the obverse, he chose the 
design of the Ship's Badge, and accepted the suggestion of Petty Officer 
G. C. Fuller that a map of the Delta showing the location of Inuvik and Aklavik 
be used on the r everse . 

The ideas were forwarded to the designer of the Ship's Badge , Mr. Alan Beddoe; 
who prepared sketches of the medallion. The original striking of the 37mm 
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commemorative medallion was carried out by Henry Birks~ Sons Limited in 1963 
when they produ~ed 

Sterling Gilt 

Sterling Silver 

White Metal 

Bronze 

25 

125 

100 

250 

Of these, one sterling Silver medallion was presented to Alan Beddoe in apprec i
ation of the outstanding Ship's Badge he created for H.M.C.S. INUVIK. Another 
was presented to the Canadian Was Museum at Ottawa. 

So popular is this attractive medallion that a further striking took place in 
1967 1 distinguished by a centennial symbol and the figure 2 beside Birk's name 
on the edge of the medallion. The numbers struck were 

Sterling Silver 

White Metal 

Bronze 

50 

50 

200 

It may be of interest to know 
gration o'f the Armed Forces, 
Station lnuvik (CFS INUVIK) 

that in keeping with Canada's policy of inte
H,M.C.S. lNWIK. was renamed Canadian Forces 

in Jfily, 1966 
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DRY'SALTERY 

A FURTHER NOTE ON BRETON 901 

by R.C.Willey, F.R.N.S. 

After Mitchell MacDonald's excellent article on the Blakley token in the January 
issue of the Transactions is a short note indicating that I was doing research 
on this token. The following should prove to be of interest, as it relates 
how I became involved in the discovery of the significance of the reverse 
legends. 

A letter from an English collector to Jim Charlton was passed on to me for 
reply. It contained an interesting theory which, if proved correct, would 
be yet another correction from outside the country of a long-standing error 
in numismatic scholarship in Canada. Immediately I wrote for information to 
Fred Bowman and Mitchell MacDonald, relating the theory put forth by the English 
collector. 

Briefly, the English collector believed that the phrase DRY SALT GOODS referred 
to drysaltery • and was therefore correct. The word "drysaltery" is a term 
which, over the years, has changed considerably in meaning. Originally the 
term was used to describe salted meat, fish, and other foods sold to ships, 
inns, caravans, and similar travelling groups and individuals. In time the 
drysaltery trade expanded to include salt and dry chemicals as well. By reason 
of doing business with victuallers of ships, the drysalter's trade expanded . 
easily into the realm of ship chandlery. 

In winter, however, the ship chandlery and victualling business was generally 
slack. Consequently the trade expanded into building materials . Thus, dry
saltery came to include paints, varnishes, turpentine, paint removers, plaster, 
and wood preservatives, rust-proofing and rust-removing chemicals, and some 
pesticides. The term is still used in Bri_tai_n to-day in this sense, but is 
slowly dropping out of use, 

The theory· has be·en disproved by Mitchelf MacDonald's article. The firm was 
known as Blakley & Brine. Evidently the engraver ·could not remember the full 
name of the firm and did not refer to the original· ord.er before engr av ing the 
die. It would seem that, by a mental process all too painfu·11y frequent in 
this degenerate age , he subconsciously retained the idea of salt in place of 
the second partner's name. Accordingly, h~ engraved the legend GREAT DRY. 
SALT GOODS to puzzle collectors from 1882 till now. 
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Genoa Bay F~rrit is · _situated in a very pretty little valley overlooking Genoa 
Bay about eight . road miles east of Duncan. The farm is owned and operated 
by ,Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Lines. Mr. Lines is a lawyer . in Duncan. Mrs. Lines 
and some hired help ran the dairy unti l last December when the producing 
head and the milk quota were sold. The delivery route was abandoned to 
Palm . Dairies of Duncan. 

The da_iry was started in 1946 delivering in the close..:.by ' Maple Bay area 
later expanding to Duncan. The all-Guernsey her_d averaged twenty-five 
producing head in recen t years. The milk ' was sold only"in 'one grade, · 
4,5% butterfat, and was sold raw. 

Originally rolls of tickets were used but about 1953 a travelling sales-
man supplied aluminum tokens in one pint and one quart values (a,b,c & d). 
Although there are two varieties of the one pint and of the one quart tokens 
the Lines only recall one order for tokens. In recent years the quarts 
were in short supply and in 1965 the larger, uniface token (e) was ordered. 

A reasonably plentiful supply of each token is available. Tokens a) and 
b) have nine scallops and measure 26½mm. Tokens c) and d) measure 23½mm 
while e) is incuse, uniface and measures 29mm. 
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TOKENS OF E.D.EIDT, PHILLIPSBURG, ONT. 

by Fred Bowman, F.R.N,S. 

Phillipsburg is a small cross roads community about fifteen miles west of 
Kitchener. 

The Eidt store was built probably in the 18801 s and was one of the larger 
'' "" country stores of the period in that a r ea. ~' It was a typical country store 

with a large coal stove in the centre flanked on one side by a counter 
handling groceries, while the counter on the other side was for dry goods. 
In the centre of the store, in addition to the stove, were kegs of nails, 
vinegar, dried apples and of course the cracker and pickle barrels. Also . 
in the centre around the stove were a number of comfortable arm chairs where 
the farmers and Yillagers could sit and exchange news and views of crops, 
weather, politics etc. In one corner at the back of the store was the 
village post office. 

The proprietor , Mr . Edwin D. Eidt, was the village s~hoolmaster and his 
wife would mind the store during his absence . She had a "pee p" window at 
the back of the store opening into the kitchen where she could see if she 
was needed in the store . Behind the.kitchen ware the grandparent's bed 
room and living room. On the second floor, above the store, were the .. 
family living room, heated by a pot-bellied coal stove, two bed rooms, a 
large hall and the parlor. 

At about the turn of the century a large double story veranda was built 
across the front of the building. 

In addition to operating the store and being schoolmaster, Mr. Eidt was 
known far and wide as a grower of ginseng and h e ofter entertained the 
children of the village by showing them how the ginseng roots took the shape 
of odd little men. 

In the 19201 s the business was sold to a Mr . Eicholtz. 
damaged by fire in 1964 and demolished in 1965. 

The store was badly 

The tokens issued by Mr. Eidt about 1900 are of aluminum, round, and of the 
50~, 25~, IO~, 5~, and I & denominations. 

! ·: . . 
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TRADE TOKENS OF SASKATCHEWAN 
(Addenda to 2nd ·edition of 1967. ) • 

ABERNETHY 
ABERNEl'HY / CO-Or 
S3C- MQ- Goo~ for I quart milk 

BALCARRES 

by C.C.Tannahill 

A. CARPENTER/ ~LCARRES 1/ SASK. 
SI4C- BI~ good for I loaf of bread 

BATTLEFORD 
R.H. SPEERS/ BATTLEFORD , SASK. 
SI8E-MP- good for I pint milk 

CUDWORTH 
M. GOLLER/ GENERAL/ MERCHANT/ CUDWORTH,SASK. 
S59B- 5-good for 5~ in merch~dise 

ESTEVAN 
THE CITY BAKERY/ F. MATHISON/ ESTE.VAN/ SASK. 
S87F- BI- good for I loaf of bread 

THE CITY BAKERY/ F. MATHISON/ ESTEVAN, SASK. 
S87G-BI- good for I loaf of bread 

EXPANSE 

~ black R holed 28 

AO 25 

AR 25 

A ·R 21 

AO 25 

A Re 32 X I9 

J. A. MACKINNON/ GENEBAL /MERCHANDISE/ EXPANSE, SASK 
S89A-5-good for 5~ in merchandise AR 25 

FLEMING 
W. J. HAMM/ QUALITY/ STORE/ FLEMING, SASK. 
S92A-25-good for 25~ in merchandise 

FORT QU 1APPELLE 
BAKER THE BAKER/ FORT/ QU'APPELLE / SASK. 
S94B- BI-good for i loaf of bread 

GAINSBOROUGH 
W. J. BRAGG / GENERAL / MERCHANT / GAINS.SORO' SASK 
S96A- 25- good for 25~ in merchandise 

GRAVEL BOURG 
J . H. FOREST 
SI05A- MP-good for I pint 

A. BELHUMEUR/ GRAVELBOURG / SASK. 
SI05C- MQ- good for I quart milk 

LANIGAN 
J . T. STEVENSON/ BAKER/ LANIGAN/ SASK. 
SI43A-BI-good for I loaf of bread 
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A R 28 

AR 25 

A ScIO 33 

AS 22 

A Sc9 26 

AO 22 

R9 

R9 

RIO 

R7 

R7 

RIO 

R9 

R9 

RIO 

R9 

R9 

R9 



MOOSE JAW 
Under Johnstone Dairies, should read: . Until 1966 when they were taken over by 
Co-operative Creameries. 

RAVENSCRAG 
AT RAVENSCRAG I POOL/ HALL 
S202A-IO-good for 109 in trade 

REGINA 

BR 29 

MCLAUGHLIN-MAQ)()NALD / GROCERS / PHONE 2482 / REGINA 
S204S-BI-good for I loaf of bread 

SASK/CO-OP/CRY; LTD./H. 0. REGINA/made in USA 
S205G-MQv2-good for I qt.2% partly skimmed milk 

Token S205G7 MPv3 discontinued i~ 1965 

A R 25 

P black R 22 

RIO 

RIO 

RI 

R3 

In 1965 the branch at Tisdale was discontinued so this left 13 branches still 
using th~ tokens : Assiniboia, Car+ora, Humboldt, Lloydminster , ,Meadow .Lake, 
Melfort, Moose Jaw, Moosomin, Nipawin, North Battleford, .Swift Current, We~burn , 
and Yorkton. Token S205-MQv2 first used in 1965. 

Token S206T-K was issued in 1962. In 1965 it was changed to II :t:.or $I. 00 

Token S206U-K. In 1955 .the Employees.Association started t~eir own canteen and 
operated .it themselves. Tokens were ~old for .109 ea~h or 12 fo~ $1 •. 00 •. 
All profits_ derived from the canteen were used · for. staff picnics etc. In 1965 
when the Department moved to a new building the canteen was taken over by the 
C.N. I.B. and the tokens were discontinued . 

. . 
Token S206W-~. Fir~t issued in 1963 and were sold at 15 for $I.OD. However, 
the price vari;es from time to time as t~eyw~re .a non-p:,;-ofit assoc:i,ation and 
if behind in breaking even on the operation t~ey have bean s9ld at ·13 for $1.QO 
and at one time they were 16 for $I.DO 

SHAUNAVON 
STEVENSON BROS. / GENERAL / MERCHANTS / SHAUNAVON, SASK. 
S226C-500-good for $5.00 in merchandise BR 35 

WHITEWOOD 
J. J. KNOWLER & CO/ LIMITED/ MERCHANTS/ WHITEWOOD,/ SASK. 
S260B-5-good for 59 in trade AR 21 

WILKIE 
PARK'S/ BAKERY/ WILKIE 
S263C-BI-good for I loaf of bread 

WOLSELEY 
WOLSELEY/ DAIRY 
S266A-MQ-good for one quart 

Issued in red and blue plastic, not holed 

YORKTON 
HUDSON'S / BAY CO./ YORKTON 
S272A-25-good for 259 in merchandise 
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THE WEATHERHEAD .TOKEN 

(C. N.R.S. Una t t ributed# 772) 

By Ken Pa l mer 

The mark of quality/ W (inside a hexa gon)/ The Weatherhe ad Co. 

Round & round/she goes/you pay(inside an arrow pointing to 
the right)/ whe r e s he/stops/nobody knows Bz. Rd, 32mm 

The weatherhead Compa ny of Cleve l and, Ohio made St . Thomas its Canadia n manu
facturing headquarte rs in 1937 1 e ngaging in the production of automotive 
a nd a ir~raft ! ittings. 

An advertising toke n ·was manufactured in the ·American plant of the Company 
i n.1951. I t was .distributed in both Canada and the Unite d States. 

This toke n :i,s of the "spinner" t ype and was frequently encounte r ed in bars, 
t averns anci r e staurants whe neve r a group of people gathe r e d . It has a sma l l 
r a ised dot on_ the centre of the obve rse side , and, when placed on a smooth 
surface such as a bar or _table, could be caused to rotate rapidly when given 
a spinning nioticin by thei th~mb and f orefinger. Whe n it ceas~d rotating the 
'' l ucky" fellow t o whom the '"you pay" arrow pointe d was e l e cte d to purchase 
the next round of r e fre shments for t he group . 

Anothe r advertising token was menufactured by the same company on the ir own 
e quipment at the Canadian Industrial Show in Toronto last year . It 'is 
round, aluminum, 32mm in diatn~te r with rolled edge~. It i s bilateral and 
the iricused l e gend r eads as f ollows: 

Weathe rhea d/ Hydraulic/ Products/ W (inside a hexagon) N.I .P.S./ 1967 

.-,. 
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DEAVILLE, SONS & CO. 

By Ronald Greene 

Deaville Sons & Co . / Grocers/ Victoria 
Good for/ I/ Loaf Al: Rd: 25½mm 

The_Deav~lle family came out from England about 1898. Not long after , William 
Bailey Deaville opened a grocery store on Hillside Avenue . One· of his sons~ 
William Arthur, also worked in the store and ke pt the accounts . Another son , 
Geor ge, returned to Victoria near the beginning of the Great War and joined 
his brother and father in the business . Unfortunately the store could not 
adequate ly suppqrt three families . Additionally Mr, Deaville, Sr, . grant~d • 
far too liberal credi t to the families of soldi e rs serving overseas. aoth 
these factors led to financial prob lems and about :1917 Deavill~. allowed the 
whole salers to take over the store to sati~fy. their debts , Mr . Deaville 
then r etired, Arthur went to work for an· i mpo~t and wholesal e f irm put 
lost that job to a returning soidier so then r eturned to the r etail grocery 
business . He remained in the grocery business until about 1951 , Geor ge 
went into radio, b~ ing a pion~er in that f i e ld. 

The buil ding at 794 Hillside , 
was ope r ated still stands and 
s till visible on a s i gn-board 

corner of Rose Street, in, which the store 
the f e int outlin~s of the s tore name are 
at the r oofline . 

Mrs , Arthur De aville recalls that a token was used for bread for a v e ry 
short time . 
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TOKENS ATTRIBUTED 

• By D-. M: Stewart 

C. N.R. S. No. 

203 Dupuich Woodridge , Man. 

F. B. Urignon o~ Woudridge is the son of t he man who took over the store 
from Dupuich in 1906. Was able to let me have a couple of the tokens . 

331 Holderr Bros . Glenboro I Man. • 

Listed in the Henderson Directory for 1899 

Editor ' s note - • ·You will have noticed that commencing with the 'April issue 
of the Transactions we have made a few changes with regard to the listing of 
tokens attributed . It· was felt it is not enough to merely say a token was 
issued from such and such a community· ; we must show the reason for the 
attribution. Mind you, we may not be correct in all cases but at least we 
have something to go on. To give some examples : from the information 
supplied by Mr . Stewart there can be no doubt that the Dupuich tokens are 
from Woodridge, Manitoba , As fo~ the Holden Bros . token, Mr . Stewart tells 
us such a firm was in business in Glenboro in 1899. If a person i s drawing 
up a check list or publishin·g a monograph on the Manitoba tokens it would.' 
be up to him to check this further . 

NOTICE 

"MEDALS OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY" by Larry Gingras, 54 pages, 6 11 X 9" 
fully illustrated, is now available from the author at $2.50 per copy . 
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ON CO-OPERATION 

From the Editor 

How many times have we read articles or books 9n .Canadian numismatics which were. 
,compil~d with such haste, or w.ithout adequate r~search, that they contained numer
ous .errors? Many of these errors could have been avoided had the author taken 
the trouble to call upon a few of his fellow numismatists for information they 
might have in their files,- or even .submit his manuscript to othe:r;s to have it 
checked ove.ti .. 

Of course, one must use gqod judgement in choosing thos~ to whom he submits his 
manuscript because it seems there are a few people around whose interpretation of 
the word "Ethics" leaves something to be desired. A noteable. case took p1ac€: not 
too long ago in one of our neighbouring States whe"I'.e a very fine numismatist was 
about · to ·send his manuscript to the printers when he discovered that a so-called 
friend (to .whom he .ha·d loaned his manuscript) had copied his work almost word _ 
for word and published it under his own name. And let us not be . so naive as to 
think it could not happen to us, because a very .similar episode did happen her~. 
However, such remote cases should not deter us from co-operating with one another. 

One of .the -main reasons for organizing the Canadian.Numismatic Research Society 
was because we realized there was a tremendous amount of . CaQadian numismatic 
history which .had not been recorded and the most logical way to rectify the situ
ation was to gather together a group of ·numismatists who would do research, pool 
their resources, co-operate with.one another and see to it that this hi,story ~ 
recorded. We chose as -one of the main -·objects of the Society "To co-operate 
with all individuals and organizations interested in dis~eminating accurate 
information on Canadian numismatics." Consioer that a:u important word "Co-operate". 
There · is so much to be done that we MUST co7 operate with others. We must not be 
so smug ·as to think we can go it alone in all cases . . I know that it would have 
been almost impossible for me to complete my work on . the Medals of the Hudson's. 
Bay Company had it not been for the generous co-operation of so many _friends in 
the numismatic fraternity. 

There is so much to be done that there is more than ample room for every.one and . 
no need.to overlap on our research projects. And certainly_ there is no need to . 
resort to· pl·agiarism. If every Fellow. in the .Society were tq work f.ull time. 
doing research on Canadian numismatics._ and recording his findings it would not 
be possible to complete the task with;l.n our lifetime . . 

On several occasions -we have called upon you to let us know what res~arch projects 
you are working on or plan to work on in the future. The reaso~s for asking this 
information of you should be obvious - we want to avoid unn~cessary duplication 
and to give the other Fellows the oppor.tunity to co-ope~ate. with you. Does this 
mean that if · you should find you are war.king on a project on which someone else 
has done considerable research that one of you is expec~ed t? drop out of th~ 
picture? Certainly not. What is wrong with co-operating with each other and 
having . it •published as a .joint project? This is just what Paul Siggers and Ronald 
Greene did for an article in this issue of the Transaction~ .. 

Co-operation among the Fellows during the past twelve months has been very good and 
as a result we complete Volume 4 with ten pages more than we had for Volume 3. 
Keep up the good work and let us make Volume 5 better than ever. 
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CANADA'S OLYMPIANS 

By Paul Siggers, F.R.N.S . 

Since Baron Pierre de Coubetin first suggested the mode rn Olympics in 1892 there 
hav~ been nineteen games pl?nned 1 and sixteen held. Three , Berlin (1916), Tokyo, 
then ·Helsinki 0940) and LondonO944) were cancelled owing to the World Wars. 

' . . 
A twent1eth game was held in 1906 at Athens, and while it does not rank as a 
r egul a r meeting, its champions are numbered among the Olympians. The Winter 
Olympics commenced in 1924 at Chamonix, although ice hockey competition was 
introd~ced .at the 1920 summer games in Antwerp, with the Winnipeg Falcons walk
ing ofr°_w;ith the he,;nours, scoring II0 goals against 3 , in 5 games. 

Canada's first champion actually ran under the Unite d States colours, even 
though he was born in Toronto. In 1900 George Orton was a student at the Uni
v e rsity' cif Pe nnsylvania a~d at the Paris games won the 2500 meter steeplechase. 
Uqder 'the Maple Leaf .four gold medals came our way in I9Q4(St. Louis), a number 
never exceeded, although equalled , in later years - Amsterdam (I928) · and 
'Lake Placid Winter Games (1932). 

For t~e interested collector a su~erb collection of O~ympic medals and medal
lions is on display at the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame, located on the P.N.E. 
grounds in Vancouver. During a recent visit I noticed the medals of Duncan 
Gillis (hammer-throw, silver, 1912, ·stockholm), and Percy Williams' two golds 
from the 1928 (Amsterdam) games. In addition his Hamilton Olympic Club, and 
Canadian Olympic Trials medals are also on show. One other Olympic medal on 
show is the 1936 silver basketball medal awarded to Douglas Peden, Captain of 
Canada's team that year. Besides the winners' medals·, presentation medallions 
of Los Angeles(I932) 1 Berlin(I936), London (I948), He lsi.nki(I952), Melbourne 
(1956) and Tokyo(I964) are displayed. For the collectors of B.C. Numismatics 
a small collection of the B. ·c. Junior Olympic Medals awarded to George L. 
Andrews will be of inte r e st. Many other Canadian and oversea sports medals 
are on show, and it is to be hoped that some enterprisi~g collector will 
shortly be able to list them for us. 

. . 

The award medals were desig~e~ originally by Jules Chaplin of Paris for the 
1896 ga~es at Athens. They showed on the obverse a Goddess , seated l eft , 
holding a wreath in her left han~ and a palm branch in the right. Beside her 
is a space f or the naming of the Olympiad, and below in the laure l-leaf borde r 
is a small scroll f or naming the recipient. The reverse shows a· crowd carrying 
an a~hlete in an arena. N~arly all summer games have . used this . design a .s their 
basic model. Winter games on the other h?nd have all had individual and dis
tinctive designs. 

.. . 

Be~ides award me dals, each 'competitor 
a meqallion to .commemorate. the gam~s. 
greatly in what they depict. 

and official is usually presented ~ith 
All of these over the years ·~ave varied 

October will see the commencement of the 19th· Olympic Games in Mexico City, 
Let us hope that our · athletes w·ill give us some more Olympians to add to an 
already illustrious list. . . 
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THE OLYMPIANS (SUMMER GAMES) 1896 TO DATE 

1896 Athens: None ·:: ·. .. .. ••· · ·· .. :· ;-: :·.:. - .... :_ ~-- • · : _:.i: · ••• • • 

1900 Paris: George Orton , 2500 Meter St~eplechase (In U:S.A.colour~) 

1904 St. Louis: Etienne Desmarteau- _56 Lb. weight throw 
George St. Lyon- Goif 
Winnipeg Shamro~ks- Inte rnational Lacross 
Galt Football _Ci_ub- Association Football 

1906 Athens: William She rring- Ma_rathon (2 hours, 51 m~utes, 23.6 Seconds 

1908 London: Robert Kerr- 200 meters dash 
W. H. Ewing- Clay Pigeon Shooting 
Canada- International Lacross . . . 

1912 Stockholm: George H. Goulding- 10 1 000 meter. walk 
George Hodgson- 400 meter freestyle swim 

1500 meter freestyle swim 

1916 Berlin: 

1920 Antwerp: 

1924 Paris: 

Cancelled due to World War I 

Earl J. Thomson- 110 meters hurdles 
T. Schreider- welterweight boxing 
Winnipeg Falcons- ice hockey 

None 

1928 Amsterdam: Percy Williams- 100 meter dash 
200 meter dash 

Ethel Calderwood- womens high jump 
Canada(Rose nfe ld, Smith; Thompson•, Cook)- ·womens 4X-IOO meter relay 

1932 Los Angeles : Duncan McNaughton- men's high jump 
Horace Gwynne- bantamweight boxing 

1936 Berlin: Francis Amyot- 1000 meters Canadian canoe singles 

1940 Tokyo ; the n Helsinki: Cancelled due to World War II 

1944 London: Cancelled due to World War II 

1948 London: None 

1952 Helsinki: G. Genereaux- Clay pigeon shooting 

1956 Melbourne: U. B. c.- Rowing, fours without coxswain 
George Ouellette- smallbore rifle (prone) 50 meters 

1960 Rome: None 

1964 Tokyo : G. Hungerford & R. Jackson- rowing , pairs without coxswain 

1968 Mexico City: ? ? ? 
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ifiifoLYMPIANs cwrmER·\:w~S) 1924 To DATE 

1924 Chamonix: . . Toronto Granites- Ice hockey 

1928 St. Moritz: University of Toronto Grads- Ice hockey 

1932 Lake Placid: Jean Wilson- 500 meters womens speed skating 
Emil St. Goddard- Dog sled racing (demonstration) 
Manitoba- Curling 
Canada N~tional team- Ice hockey 

1936 Gamisch-Partenkirken: None 

1948 St. Moritz: Barbara Ann Scott- Womens figure skating 
R, C. A. F.- Ice hockey 

1952 Oslo: Edmonton Mercurys- Ice hockey 

1956 Cortina: None 

1960 Squaw Valley:Barbara Wagner & Robert Paul- Paris figure skating 
Anne Heggtveight- Womens slalom 

1964 Innsbruck: V. Emery, Kirby, Anakin, J. Emery- 4 man bobsled 

1968 Grenoble: Nanvy Green- Womens giant slalom 

I would like to express my thanks to Mr. Leslie Maxwell for his assistance 
·in· c'ompiiing the Olympic rec:ords shown above; and for locating source 
material. 
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4-WING . TOKENS 

By J . D. Fe~guson, F.R.N.S. 

These tokens were privately issued by Victor Gadoury, an aircraft metals tech
nician at No. 4 Wing with the Canadian Air Force in Europe. 

Mr. Gadoury is the chairman and organizer of the 4-Wing Coin Club and is a 
member of the C. N. A. This coin club has been very active, drawing its member
ship from the personnel of this Canadian Air Wing. 

They held their second Coin Show on tke 14th of November, 1965. Mr. 
the.inspiration to make some tokens to be given out at their _show. 
them to be inexpensive so decided to· make them himself, although h~ 
engraving experience, nor had he seen anyorie undertake such work, 

Gadoury had 
He wanted 
had had no 

The tokens were made with the help of very small dentist drills which he had 
managed to scrounge from the dentist associated with the unit. The token had to 
be a small one because· the press that ·was available could only· exert en·ough pres
sure to ·give a clear impression on soft aluminum to a small disc, 

Approximately 3,000 examples of the token to be distributed at this Coin Show 
were issued. • Thi•s • f ·irst token has on its obverse the simple inscription "4-Wing" • 
On the reverse in three lines appear "Coin 1965 Club". 

The tokens having been well received by the club members and visitors from 
nearby parts:'of· Germany at this Coin Show, Mr. Gadoury decided on a second 
issue, for ·thefr third Coin Show which was hel·d on the 20th ·of March, 1966, 
For this second· issue the reverse wa:s changed to show a maple leaf with the 
letters "R.C.A.F." beneath it (Royal Canadian Air Force). 

Very few examples o'f tokens have been issued by Canadian forces outside of 
Canada, and while this is a private issue of Mr, Gadoury while stationed with 
the RCAF in Germany, it is in my opinion of considerable interest since it was 
issued primarily for the members of this Canadian coin club associated with our 
armed forces in Europe and is indicative ot the enthusiastic work being carried 
out by Mr, Gadoury in encouraging numismatic studies and collecting among .mem
bers of our Air Force in Europe, 

(Editor's Note: The policy of the CNRS is to print in the Transactions articles 
written by its Fellows of Canadian Numismatics only. Whether or not the 4-Wing 
tokens should be classed as Canadian is beside the point, The fact that these 
tokens bear the initials of our Air Force, are found in several Canadian cabin
ets, and many collectors have been rather curious about them would be sufficient 
reason in itself for bringing this information to you, Thank you, Doug, we are 
grateful to know the history of these pieces,) 
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LONG SUPER DRUGS LTD. TOKENS 

By 'Doriaicr M: Stewart 

On August 12th, 1968 the writer made a purchase from Long Super Drugs 
Ltd. of Kelowna, B. C., and received his minor change in the form of 
tokens. Shades of fifty years ago! When the ·clerk puncli~d this 
purchase, the cash register drawer opened· to reveal an adequate supply 
of copper coins, but the other compartments contained only a few coins 
mixed in- :with the supply of tokens. Several customers followed at 
the check-out counter and it was of interest to note their ready 
acceptance of tokens for small change. 

I 
Ironi'cally, Mr. Harold Long' s successful use ·of ·tokens to relieve the 
serious .coin shortage ended the need for tokens ··when the wide pub- · 
licity they generated brought customers to his stores with tins and 
jars of coins they had been saving. A supply of . the new nickel 25~ 
pieces was also released by the banks at this time. When I v.isited 
the same store on August 14th the tokens were no longer in use and 
were already considered to be collector's items. 

I,000 tokens of each denomination were made in anodized· aluminum •by 
MetaL.phot6 Ltd. of Penticton, B. C., for use at the two Long' s · stores, 
507 Bernard Avenue and #8 Shops Capri. All three tokens are 25mm .in 
diameter and hav€ blank reverses. 

The 5~ token has black letters on silver, 

The IO~ token has black letters on blue, 

The 25~ tokel'\ has bla.ck ietters on gold. 

It had been the intent ion of ih- . Long to redeem the tokens in even 
amounts of one dollar until the coi'n shortage ended, at which t'ime 
they were to be redeemed at face value, but it is unlikely many will 
now be returned~ 

: ' 
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GEORGE R0GERS (Dairy) 

By Ronald Greene 
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The dairy was started by George Rogers' father. Rogers Sr came west 6n 

the first through Canadian Pacific train. In March of 1887 he bought 

some cows from Mrs. Lovall and started a dairy on Toronto Street. After 

two or three years he moved to the old Kerr estate near Gorge Road.and 

Tillicum and finally in 1899 he moved to Agnes Street. The Rogers oper

·ated from this same farm until 1958. In the 73 years of retail dairy 

bus~ness there was only one day that did not see a load of milk leave 

the farm; that day was February 2, 1916, the day of the big snowstorm. 

It is a point of pride with native Victorians that on that one day we 

did have truly Canadian weather. At one time during the dairy's life 

it had 60 cows, 10 horses an<l 10 employees. 

Tokens "a" and "b" were introduced sometime between 1925 and 1930 and 

wer.e used until the dairy stopped operating on June 30, 1958. The second 

tokens "c" and 11d" were purchased after the first and were u's~d to ~e

place those tokens that had worn out or were lost. The tokens would 

rate Rarity 2 on the proposed rarity scale. 

"a" aluminum 26mm 

"b" aluminum 26mm 
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"c" aluminum 32XI9mm 

"du aluminum 27mm 



McKINNONS' DAIRY LTD . 

By Paul Siggers,F.R. N.S. & Ronald Greene 

This dairy was started in September 1940 by Leslie McKinnon when he purchased the 
goodwill and routes of Trevour Goodall who had operated as the Hollydale Dairy 
for the previous 8 years Three otbe. brothers joined the dairy in later years: 
Don (1942), John (1949) and Allan (1957) , as partne rs. They incorporated 
during 1958. 

In 1945 when most dairies in the Alberni Valley j o ined the newly formed Co- Oper
ativ e , McKinnons did not, an~ thus escaped the bankruptcy that late r ruined many 
o f the independant dairy farmers. By purchase and amalgamation McKinnons have 
maintained their position as the largest independant local dairy . In' April 
1953 tpe l~l~nd Farms' r outes were taken over, in 1955 S~iths Dairy and in 1958 
the McCoy Lake Dairy. Over ten other non- toke n issue ing dairies were also 
a bsorbed . 

Raw milk was sold e xclusively until 1954. At this time pasteurized milk was 
brought in from outside the Valley. In·May 1956 a pasteurizing plant was set 
up, and raw milk deliveries were discontinued in earl y 1957. Currently , 
McKinnons' have no herd of their own a nd get their milk from five local 
shippers . De liveries are confined t o the Alberni Valle y. 

There are fo~r tokens, a ll in plastic. The f irst two were issued at the t ime 
the Company first hired d~ivers in 1956 . The later two toke n s were intro
duced afte r the dairy was incorporated in 1958 . Not long after,the pint 
tokens were discontinued because of lack of demand . The quart tokens a r e 
currently be ing wtthdrawn for the same r e ason. 

In the above illustr~tions we have shown the one pint token in line drawing, 
and blocked out, in order to see which method .best pictured' the incuse token. 
Comments. would be appr~ciated. 

Part 2 . will cover the Richmond _ Dairy, Oaklawn and Springhill D~iry., all of 
which have issued toke ns. 
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MII:.K TOKENS OF THE ALBERNI VALLEY 

THE SOMASS DAIRY 

By Paul Siggers, F.R.N.S . 

r ·;'c;·;:;·:ts .. ~ • .. i 
: OAIR ·y • ~ 

~ALBERNf? 
••••••••• ···-····-···J 

PART I 

·In 1860 the British Firm of Anderson, Anderson ~ Co. (todays P. & 0. Steamship 
Line) set up a sawmill in the Alberni Valley tp produce ships masts and spars. 
As part of their overall operation they established the Anderson Farm on the area 
across the Somass River now known as the Flats. Cattle -were imported from 
Britain and a thriving con~ern was operated under the management of Charles 
Taylor. By 1866 all the readily available timber had been logged off, and, not 
wishing to establish logging camps in the interior of Vancouver Island, the 
mill was closed. The farm was rented by Mr. Taylor from the Anderson -Company 
for -a nominal rent of $1.00 per year. 

Taylor ran the farm un_til the early 1900' s when Percy Bayne took over. He 
apparently did not last long as the Alberni Land Co. purchased the area and 
ran a model farm around 1910. The new project was not successful, and was 
closed in 1917. 

In -1918, Bob Hotchkis~ purchased the area and renamed it the Somass Farm. 
Prior to this he ·had leased the Prairie Farm on Withers Road. He developed a 
large dairy with over 100 cows, and an extensive dairy route. It ·was over his 
routes that the illust~ated token was used. Comparison with other local tokens 
would indicate that it was introduced in late 1929 ·. or early 1930. 

On his death, in 1941, the Trustees of the Hotchkiss estate finding no heirs, 
sold - the dairy and farm as a going concern tow~. Bob Christie . He continued 
the operation until March ~Q45 when the newly formed Alberni Valley Co-Oper
ative Association purchased his routes and goodwill for $10,000.00 . . 

Neither Christie nor the Co-Opera~iv~ used t okens. However the financial 
statement of December 3i, 1948 does show the Co- Op as having 44,558 quarts, 
and 22,298 pint tickets on hand. · ·That these were tickets, and not tokens, is 
confirmed .by the Directors' Minute Book of January 17, 1947 which mentions 

- "books of tickets" under the Manager's control. The Co-Op went bankrupt in 
: late 1948 and the buildings were taken over by the Richmond Dairy. · (See Part 2.) 
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MEDALS AND .TOKENS OF THE H.B.C. 

By Larry Gingras, F , R. N.S. 

The following article first appeared in the Summer, 1968, issue of the Hudson's 
Bay Company's Beaver Magazine , and ·is being pre sented here in keeping with our 
policy of trying to have all writings of the Fellows recorded in the Trans
act ions. When making arrangements . with Miss Malvina Bolus , Editor of the 
Beaver, to have this article printed, she asked me if I would mind mentioning 
that the Company has extra copies of the Beaver 0.1 hand for anyone wishing to 
purchase them, Subscription to the Beaver is only $2.00 per year or $5.00 for 
three years: Single copi es sell for 50~ . Truly this is a very worthwhile 
magazine for anyone interested in Canadianna . The address is Hudson's Bay 
House, Winnipeg. -- The Edit. 

A', <¥ 

The study of coins, tokens, medals , paper money, and objects closely r esembling 
them in form or purpose is called numismatics, a study that I became tremend
ously interested in a number of years ago while working at a job where I was 
dependent upon gratui ties for the better part of my income . At the end of 
each shift ·I would sort through• the change. I had rece ived during the day , look
ing for coins missing ·from my collection and trying to find better specimens 
of those I already had. 

As time went on I began to add medals and merchants' tokens to my collection 
because I found there was a story to be told about each and every one of, them. 
Behind a token there might be•· the story of one of our early pioneers and the 
contributions he· made to the community in which he lived, or a .medal might 
tell us of the heroic deeds of its recipient or commemorate an important event 
in our history. Although I have managed to acquire a wide assortment of tokens 
as issued by various merchants from ail parts of Canada, some currently in use 
while others date back to well over ·a hundred ·years, the pieces that have al
ways interested me the most and provided me with the greatest enjoyment are 
those i ssued by the Hudson's Bay Company . 

Over·the years I have searched for and have built up a very substantia~ col
lection of the tokens, medals, and paper money of the Hu<lson's Bay Company 
and have compiied•numerous notes dealing with the history of the numismatic 
pieces issued by those fabulous Adventurers of England, Up to date records 
are kept which provide informat ion such as the past and present owners of 
known specimens ; details of the scarcer pieces that have changed hands during 
the past seventy-five years or more , e ither privately or , at auction ; the con- · 
dition of each specimen; the serial number and signatures on paper money, and 
other data , some of which would be of little interest ·to the average person 
but are of · great importance to the numismatist. In ' addition there are photo
graphs of all the diffe rent types known , the photographs taken by a special 
process which is aim~d at bringing out minute details in the inscription and 
engraving of each piece· rathe·r than i ts beauty. 

Apart from the information obta-ined as a result of my own .researcht I have 
been fortunate i n having this augmented by· information furnished by other num-

• ismatists, museums , archives , and individuals who may have one or more Hudson's 
Bay Company pie ces in their collecti ons. The Company itself has been very 
co- operative and helpful . And why go to all this trouble? Probably the best 
way to explain it would be to say that I am rather proud of my country and 
always eager to learn more of its history and therefore it was natural that 
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I should develop such a great interest in the tokens, medals, and paper money 
of the Hudson's Bay Company because the history of the Company is to a great 
extent the history of Canada. 

The Company has issued medals to commemorate important events in its history 
and to honour or reward certain people from as early as 1791 when medals were 
struck for presentation to Indian Chiefs who we re loyal to the Company or who 
had entered into agreement with the Company. These medals show the likeness_ 
of George III on one side and the Company's coat of arms on the other, and 
were struck in both silver and in bronze. 

Since that time the Company has had bronze medals struck to commemorate i t s 
250th anniversary in 1920; silver and bronze medals to commemorate the cen
tenary of Governor George Simpson's visit i_n 1828 to Fort St. Jame s; and 
bronze medals to commemorate the 1934 visit of Governor Patrick Ashley Cooper 
to the posts of the Company in Labrador, Hudson Strait, and Hudson Bay. They 
have also had 14-carat gold medals struck to honour pioneers of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, and gold and bronze medals struck to reward those who par
ticipated in _the rescue of the crew of the M.S . Lady Kindersley from the 
western arctic icefields in 1924. Las_t, but certain~y net least, are the 
long service medals struck in gold and in silver for presentation t o Canadian 
staff members from 1920 to 1949 and ·to London staff members from 1920 up t o 
the present time. Taking into consideration the different inscriptions and 
designs there would be more than a dozen different long service medals. 

In 1937 a manufacturing jewellery firm in Winnipeg was commissioned by the 
Company to prepare -designs for a proposed medal to commemorate the historic 
meeting in Bellot Strait th~t year between the schooner Aklavik from the West
ern Arctic and the R.M.S. ~ascopie from the Eastern Arctic. The design was 
prepared and presented to the Company but no medals were struck. Possibly a 
medal may be struck to commemorate the Co~pany's 300th anniversary in 1970. 

To get a better unde rstanding as to why the Company and other merchants issued 
tokens we should look back t 9 the early days of Canada and consider the con
ditions prevailing at that time. During the two hundred and fifty years fol
lowing the arrival of the first settlers in Canada there was no official coin
age in the l a nd. At the beginning business was often carried on through barter, 
and what little money there was in use- consisted of a conglomel'.ation of coins 
from many foreign countries, As towns grew and business increased the need 
for a convenient medium of exchange became more and more acute and to alleviate 
this situat i on merchants begap to use tokens. Some of the t okens were made 
locally while others were imported from the United States or from Great Britain 
and it was not uncommon for these pieces to bear little or no reference to any 
particul.ar me rchant; in fact, just about anything resembling a coin was often 
accepted in trade. 

•uring the. early period the Hudson's Bay Company was in need of some f orm of 
money with which to do business with the Indians, but in this trade it was not 
necessary nor was it desirable to have a form which could be carried on one's 
person. What was needed was something easy to comprehend by the Indians -
such as the wampum (shell beads) that had been a medium of exchange - a form 
of counter. To fill this need the Company used disks made from ivory, shell 
or bone; ·porcupine quills; wooden sticks, and many other items which were 
usually valued at "One Made Beaver" or fraction thereof. A Made Beaver is a 
prime winter beaver skin taken in good condition. The beaver was adopted in 
the 17th century as a unit of value in the fur trade to which all furs and 
trade goods were equated for many years. As the Indian brought his furs to 
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the Company post a number ·of these counters, the equivalent of the value of 
his furs, was placed before him. The counters were used to purchase goods, 
and early accounts of these dealings tell us it wa•s a rare occasion when an 
Indian l eft the post befor~ redeeming a ll his counters. There were occasions 
in the Company's early days when the man in charge of a post would remove 
the copper or brass hoops from bales or kegs 1 cut them into small pieces, 
stamp them with the Company ' s initials and use them in trade . Many coins, 
both foreign and domestic, have been_counterstamped in this manner and used. 
There ·was a twofold reason for stamping these coins . In the first place it 
enabl ed the post manager to be certain he was r edeeming only those coins 
which he had issued, and _in the second plcice it i nstilled confidence in the 
Indi ans because they had l earnt throughout the yecirs to place such great 
trust in the Company and its servants that almost anything bearing the ini
tials HBC was acceptable to them. 

After the establishment ·of the Red River Se ttlement by Lord Se lkirk in 1812, 
it .became apparent that some form of currency was needed for use amon g the 
colonists . The Company issued at various times promissQry not e s in denom
inations of one shilling , five shillings, one pound, five pounds, and ten 
pounds. The bne pound and five shilling notes were first issued in 1820·, 
the one shilling notes the following year , but differences of opinion be
tween the London office and Governor Geor ge Simpson as to the wisdom of using 
promissory notes held up the ir being placed in actual circulation until 1823. 
All the not es were discontinued in 1870 when the Company r e linquished its 
territories to the Dominion of Canada, 

To the serious numi.smatist it would not be suff i c i ent merely ·to · know the 
notes were issued in five different ·denominations . He would want to know all 
the different dates· ;f • issue for each denominat i on, and· the signature· appear
ine; on them; f o assemble whnt v,;ould be conside red as a complete set would . 
require more than thirty- five note s . 

Although dec imal currency be came the official coinage of the- Province of 
Canada in 1858 (which di d not apply in the West) , we find that many merchants 
continued to use tokens . There had been, however, a gradual transformation 
in the tokens both as t o appearance and to circulation . Wher eus· in the early 
da~s almost any t oken would be acceptable ov~r a wide area, the tokens now 
being used we re invariably inscribed with the name of the issuing me rchant 
and were r edeemable only at his place ·of business ; : Merchants found it essen
tiul to continue using ·tokens because there was riot ··always a sufficient 
amount of coinage available to m~et their needs . The advert i s ing value , of 
course, was not overlooked either. 

The first tokens of this type known to have been issued by the··Hudson I s 
Bay Company we r e round brass tokens in denominations of I,½ , ¼; and¼ Made 
Beavers made for use in the East Main District. The actual year in whi ch 
these t oke ns were introduced has not as yet been fully e stabli shed . Various! 
writers of the past have mentioned dates from as early as 1854 up to 1870 
but when we conside r what appears to be the most r e l1able information ava il
able at this time we find that it favours a date · somewhere between the.years 
1860 and 1870 , 

There have been many other issue s of' paper money ana· tokens placed -in: use at 
va rious _Company posts' throughout Canada. Paper money anct•'tokens rnn:ging in 
value . from twenty-.five cents· to five dollars a r e known- to have been used at 
various ,times in British Columbia from as early ·as the · 1870s to as l ate -as 
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1927. Toke ns used at some posts in the Pra irie Provinces about the time of 
the First World War were usually in denominations of from five cents t o one 
dollar, while those used for the St Lawrence and the Labrador Districts a t 
about the same time were in the Made Beaver denominations. 

The last tokens issued by the Company were those used for the Eastern Arctic 
trade commencing in 1946. They were round aluminum pieces in denominations 
of 5 1 IO, 25, 50 1 and IOO, and a square aluminum piece representing one Arctic 
White Fox, The purpose of issuing these tokens was to familiarize the Eskimos 
with our decimal system of coinage. 

It would seem that the use of tokens:and paper money may have got a little 
out of hand in some districts for we find that in September of 1927 Governor · 
Sale sent out a directive prohibiting the use of Company tokens at all posts 
where they t ook the place of cash; 

Sometimes I am asked just how many different types or varieties of Hudson's 
Bay Company medals, tokens, and paper mon~y have been issued but this is a 
question that cannot be nnswered. I do not know, the Company does not ·.know, 

··nobody knows, The reason we do not have the answer to this question is that 
while some of the issues were authorized e ithe r by the London Office or by 
the Canadian Office, there were many others issue d by authority of the man in 
charge of a·particular post or ·by a district manager and therefore the 
Company would have no record of them. 

To give some e xamples: The Company has knowledge of the tokens issued for 
the East Main District. They would also know of the tokens issued for use 
in the St Lawrence and the Labrador Districts (including Hudson Strait) when 
that part of the country was opened up by Ralph Parsons before the First 
World War. On the other hand they have nc record of the tokens issued for 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, at about the same time because these were authorized 
by the local manager who used them to pay for produce sold to the Company by 
farmers in the district, 

The Company has very good records of their medal issues because most of them 
were authorized by the London office, but still they have no record of the 
medals authorized by the manager of the Vancouve r store for presentation to 
Vancouver pioneers be tween 1922 and 1928, Company r ecords of the promissory 
notes issued f or use in the Red River Settlement are extremely good and f ormed 
the basis for an excellent article written for the July 1937 issue of the 
Canadinn Banker by a former editor of The Beaver, Dougl as MacKay, but of the 
cardboard money used in northern British Columbia posts about f orty years 
ago they know very little. 

The fact that complete records do not exist f or eve ry single t oken, medal or 
pie ce of paper money can certainly not be taken as a reflection on the 
Company's efficiency. When a man is plnced in charge of a particular opera
tion he is trusted to use his good judgement to do whatever he fee ls is neces
sary for the welfare of the oraanization such as restricting credit, or even 
issuing tokens when the necessity arises. Details of all such matters would 
not be e xpe cted in regular reports to headquarters. 

To date I have been able t o record approximately twenty-six different medals; 
e i ghty-six different tokens; and forty-six different paper monies for a total 
of almost one hundred and sixty different numismatic items issued by the 
Company, and I feel quite certuin thut m,my others (espe cially in the token 
category) will c ome to light as r esearch continues. 
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For a numismatic study one must know much more than that_ a medal or t oken 
was struck f or such and such a purpose. It is important to have answers ·t o 
questions ·such as : how many pieces· we r e struck; how many different :typ~s .or 
v arietie s a r e ther e ; .in what ·me t als we r e they struck;. why we r e they issued ; 
how were they used; when were the y used , and so on. Little discr epancies a r e 
a lso impor tant, For example , if the r e a re two t okens of the same denomina -
t i on and from the same issue , one of which has the inqcript i on in l ar ge l e tters 
and the other in sma l l l etters , i~ is of interest beqause thi$ t e~l s ~s t~e y 
we r e struck from two d iffer ent di e s. Since Company r e cords cannot s~pply the 
answers t o all these questions it i s nece ssary t o gat her much of . the informa 
tion fro~ othe r sources, All information , regardless of how unimportant it 
may appear to be , is care fully filed because I have f ound on many occasi ons 
that it was only by fitting the little bits and pie c e s t ogethe r tha t I have 
been able to come up with the c orre ct answer. As suff icient infcormat i on is 
a ccumulated on a pa rticula r item this is put.in the f orm of an article and-
made available t o t he public , usually thr ou gh numismatic publications , the 
ultimat e a im be ing to compile a book, Such ~ritings will not become best
s ellers. They invariably end up as financiul l osses due t o .the expenses 
incurred in the gathering of information, But the se arch f or this informat i on, 
a nd the thrill in finding the missing links, the satisfaction gaiQed in know
ing that an inte r e sting pa rt of our history has been preserved and a c ontri
bution made t o Canadian numi smatics are well worth al ·l the. trouble. 
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STANDARDIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Since the Committee was set up last spring to consider a standardized system for 
the numbering and listing of tokens a great deal of correspondence has been carried 
on between the members,and a special meeting was held at the CNA Convention at 
Calgary. Submitted herein are the recommendations of that Committee. 

To give a better picture I think it best to begin by giving an example of how a 
fictitious token would appear in a catalogue (using our recommendations), and 
break this down into three main sections. 

Sect. I, 
Number 

? ? ? ? 

Section I 

Sect, 2, 
Inscription 

Joe Blow/(Three stars)/Central City/Canada 
Good for/five cents (curved)/in trade 

Sect. 3 
Physical Characteristics 

Bz Sc8 25 cI9I8 R6 

For many years we have been accustomed to seeing and using systems for numbering 
tokens such as the systems used by Breton, Leroux and other early authors where 
they listed tokens from several provinces and assigned consecutive numbers to them. 
They were all much the same. 

The increased interest the past few years has resulted in the discovery of so 
many more tokens from all provinces that it becomes impractical today to use these 
systems. The trend today has been to break down our listings into provinces. • 
This is broken down further by assigning specific numbers to communities in the 
province and letters used to identify tokens from the communities. Numbering 
systems of this type are seen in the books by Atwood , Bowman and ~annahill, and 
in the articles printed in the Transactions by Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Hill. All of 
these systems are basically the same still they are not identical. To give but 
one example of how these systems differ let us see how the three authors mentioned 
above would list· their numbers. 

Atwood- Toronto 900 
Ao B 28 Sd 

Bowman- 900 Toronto 
900-N-E 

Tannahill- Toronto 
0900A-B2 

Ronald Greene has also come up with a system that is d ifferent from the others . 
In the Greene system the communities are not numbered.· He assigns a number to 
each merchant in the province who has issued tokens and a letter to identify the 
tokens issued by that merchant . 

If we study these many different numbering systems we will find that most of them 
are simjlar t o each other in one or more respects and yet they are not identical. 

We cannot eliminate the systems used by our early authors because they are too 
firmly established to tamper with, and is it right to e xpect Bowman and Tannahill 
to scrap the numbering systems used in their.books? It IS quite possible for a ll 
future works to conform to a standard numbering system, but after giving the matter 
considerable thought the Committee fe+t that even though it is desirable to stand
ardize the numbering, it was not absolutely essential and may not be practical for 
all cases . 

The Committee therefore recommends that the author be free to use whatever 
numbering system he feels is best suited to his needs. 
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Section 2 
The Committee recommends the . use of . .:.oblique lines to denote a change in line in 
the inscriptions for both the obverse a nd the reverse, 

The Committee also recommends that to elaborate on the inscription or markings on 
a token, such information should be enclosed in parenthesis . 

Section 3 
The first column shows the material from which the token is made. 
The second column shows the shape of the token, 
The third column shows the size of the token in millimeters, 
The fourth column shows the date(or approximate date) the token was in use , 

(This i s optional but should be shown if known) 
The fifth column shows the rarity of the token, 

(This is optional but desirable) 

The Committee recommends that prices should not be shown, We will not be publish
ing sales catalogues, and many of the prices shown in catalogues do not represent 
the true market value of a token, The rarity number will handle this matter far 
better. The Committee also suggests that the use of a letter or symbol to denote 
obsolescense i s of little or no consequence, 

A sub-commit tee composed of Mr . Bowman and Mr, Greens was set up durin1?; our 
Calgary meeting to establish a list of standard symbols 'to be used in sect i on 3, 
The recommendations of this committee will follow this report. 

Misc. 
The Committee suggests that it would be desirable to include a token locator in 
all catalogues , • It may r equir e a little more effort by the author but i s of great 
help to the reader-, 

Because of the limited number of'tbkens issued in the Maritime Provinces, such 
tokens are sometimes considered as one group. The Committee r ecommends that the 
tokens from each province in the Mari t imes be considered seperately. I f a cata
l ogue dealing with the tokens from all Maritime provinces is published, there 
should be a definite seperation between the provinces. 

If and when the recommendations of the Committee are a pproved, it i s our intention 
to print a number of mock-up booklets which would show just how the standard sys
tem would appear in book form . The booklets would be distri buted to all Fellows 
of t he Society as wel i as to all other interested parties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry Gingras , Chairman 
Fred Bowman 
J . _Douglas Ferguson 
Ronald Green e 
Leslie C, Hill 
Cecil Tannahill 
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REPORT BY THE SUB-CO1~AITIEE ON STANDARDIZATION OF SYMBOLS 

As Fellows will realize there has r ecently been much discussion 
with r egard t o standardizing numbering , symbols (or abbreviations) 
and catalogue formats. At the Calgary CNA Convention a long meeting 
of the Commi tt~e was held. The re~ort of t_he Committee appears 
elsewhere in this· ~ssue of the Tratisactions , After· discussion of 
the use of symbols it was decided to strike a sub- committee of 
Fred Bowman and Ronald Greene to produce the final r ecommendation 
of a standard system of symbols , This proposed standard is produced 
herein. We r ecommend that offset plates be made which will be 
available to anyone wishing to incorporate the standard symbols 
into his work, The plates would be designed so that cataloguers 
using the customary size of 611 X 9" (or 6 11 X 8") may make use of 
the standard symbols without extra work or cost . The standards 
would be printed on two sheets which could be inserted between the 
Title Page and the first listings of any catalogue. Nothing, of 
course, will stop any cataloguer from adding add i tional symbols 
which the particular job requires. However , it is hoped that every 
cataloguer r equiring symbols will see fit to use these for the ad
vantages of all using the same symbols must be obvious. 

Respectfully submitted 

Fred Bowman 

Ronald Greene 
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ORDER_ 

MATERIALS 

A 
A (color ) 
B 
Bz 
C 
Ce 
F 
GS 
G 
I 
L 
Le· 
N 
J:> 

PB 
Pl 
s 
V 
w 
z 

COLORS 

a 
k 
b 
e 
g 
1 

(col or) 

CANADIAN NUMlS!VlATIC RESEARCH SOCIETY 
- • • M • • ·• • • • . " •- .. 0 " , .... • • 0 ' -

LIST OF STANDARD SYMBOLS 

MATERIAL SHAPE SIZE DATES· RARITY-

Aluminum 
·Anodized Aluminum 
Brass 
Bronze 
Coppe_r: 
Celluloid 
Fibre· 

eg blue A(b) 

German Silver 
Gold 

(also called Nickel silver) 

Iron or steel 
Lead 

(magnet ic) 

Leather 
Nickel 
Paper 

(magnetic) 

Paper in Brass 
Plastic 
Silver 
Vulcanite 
Wood 
White Metal (Zinc , Pewte r) 

Azure m 
Black 0 

Blue r 
Brown w 
Green y 
Lavender 
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Mauve 
Orange 
Red 
White 
Yellow 



ii 

___ II l!I ___ ; 
e . . ~-._.~~-___it 

r-LAJ 
ilil11ii11i/lll 1 t 11:1:tis:i:::::11:1~ » \/ i 11111:1:, 

'ff@ j Me.e1sureme.n/ dete.rmlned by :•········....-

A-j IA-, 

normo.l t"e<:idi.n1 posLtton . . 

1 A7 , A 1 A--, A 

. 

Di.mt.n~ions are 9lven cts shown above to the. ne.ctre~t haff 
millimetre. . Z 5. 4 mm = 1.0 in.c.h. 



SHAPES 

R 
T 
s 
p 

H 
Hp 
0 

Sc8 
Xm 
Xl 

n 
u 
(h) 
(p) 
(1) 

RARITY 

R 10 
R 9 
R 8 
R 7 
R 6 
R 5 
R 4 
R 3 
R 2 
R I 

Round 
Triangular 
Square 
Pentagonal 
Hexagonal 
Heptagonal 
Octagonal 

iii 

Re 
V 
Cl 
HS 
TS 
Sh 
E 

Rectangular 
Ova l 
Cloverleaf 
Heart Shaped 
Tee Shaped 
Shield 
Lobed 

Scalloped, indicating number of points 
Cross - Maltese 
Cross - Latin 

notched eg Sn notched square 
une ven edge eg Ru uneven round 
c e ntr al hole , hole is round unless shape described 
off- centre hole 
l oop attached, given dimension does not i nclude l oop 

Only one known 
2 known 
3 to 5 known 
6 -to 10 known 
II to 20 known 
2 1 to 30 known 
3 1 to 40 known 
Quite plentiful 
Ea sily obtuined , not in use but r e tained on Company books 
Common , still in use 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Obv. Obverse 
Rev. Reverse 
c . Circa (date about) 
b. Date before 
/ Change of line 
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IDENTIFICATION· OF-CERTAIN 'BAKERY TOKENS 

By. J. Douglas Ferguson, F.R.N.S. 

W.l'len • I' had the privilege many years ago of purchasing the c,ollectfon • (not 
including the very many duplicates) of the distinguished · n~ismatist 1 the 
late Ludger Gravel, I secured with the collection hi~ handwritten identi
fication by province of the Canadian t~kens ' i n his collection. Unfortu
nately this index was of limited value in positively identifying to a 
locality the tokens that did not include the name · of the community in which 
they were issued· since the list was only by provinces. 

Through the years many· of us . working.on i dent ifying Canadian local tokens 
have found the location of most of them. 

Recently with the help of Mr. w. H. Rawlings of the Bell Telephone Museum 
in Montreal, I have been able to identify the point of is9uance of the 
following tokens: 

J. Glass, C.N.R.S. #278 . Mr. Glass was in business at ~8 des Praries, 
Quebec City according to the Quebec City telephone directory of 1913. 

, . ' . . '. 

W, Hayball ,C. N.R.S. #313 . Mr , Hayball was in business at 2325 Labelle Street, 
Montreal, and is also so listed in the 1910 Montreal City Directory. 

A. Rol:Hnson, C~N.R.S. #640. Mr . R~binson's business address was Clothier 
Street in KempvHle ~ Ontario, and is listed in ~he Eastern Ontario 
telephone directory of · l910. 

James Christie. Scotch Bakery, Elora, Ontario. Mr. Christie is listed in 
the Central Ontario telephone directory of 1910 as having his bus-· 
iness at that time on Metcarf Street. 

' ' J. L. Whyte. :Mr. Whyte' s bakery was on. Madawaska Street iri Arnprior, Ontario, 
and is listed at this address in the Eastern "bnttiri'o telep'hone dir
ecto ry of 1910, 

In the above notes I have given the date o~ one directory in which their 
names and business appear. Normally, of course , their listing pppears in 
other directories of subsequent years but in every instance which has been 
checked in this manner, they had the same address. 

The tokens have the appearance in each instance of being issued at approxi
mately the date of the.telephone listing as recorded.· 
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TOKENS ATTRIBUfED 

By Ken Palmer 

C.N.R.S. No . 

159 Samuel Cox Amberstburg ,Ont. 
Good for/I/loaf bread · A.-R. 22 , 

Samuel Cox is listed in Br adstreets' 1908 Directory under Bakery & Conf . 

301 At/G.A.Hadden/Artistic Studio Alvinston,Ont. 
Good for/259/on phot0s/amounting to/$300/or over A.R. 25 

G. A. Hadden is listed in Bradstr eets' 1908 Directory under Photographer . 

354 Imperial/Liquor Co./29 King William St. 
(Obve rse showing through on reverse) A . R. 25 

Listed in Vernon's Directory of Hamilton of 1915 
(a) Imperial Liquor Co. Wholesale & Retail liquors, 29 King Wm. 
(b) 29 King Wm. St. - S. E. Cole, liquors. 

Charles Ledwor d/855/Somerset/St. 
Good for/I/Loaf A. R. -28 

Hamil ton, Ont 

ottawa,Ont 

Charles Ledword is listed in Lovels' 1896-97 d irectory at 57 Cedar St.; 
Brad;treets' 1908 dir ect0ty , n0 address; . 
1913 Ottawa directory at 174 Hopewell Ave .; 

At this writ i ng no directory has been found showing Ledword on Somerset 
Street, but the r e IS a Somerset Street in Ottawa. 

446 w, Mccaughe y/ I/ Baker 
Obverse incused on r everse B. R. 27 

Listed· in Bradstr eets' 1908 as Wm . McGaughey , Baker · & Grocery; • 
Listed in Love ll s ' 1896-97 as Wm, McGaughey , Groce ry. 

Pembroke ,Ont 

(Editor's note : The or i ginal listing submitted to me showed the name as 
Mc£aughey whereas the directories show it as Mcgaughey . This token was 
reported as being in Fred Bowman's cabinet . Poss i bly Fred could check the 
t~ken ~gain.) 

699 Stirton & Dye r/50/tags/ good f or/Soo 
Try the/Be r esf o~d/Cig~r A. R. 19 

Listed in Dradstr eets i 1908 dir ectory as Cigar Manufacturers . 

AITRIBUTED BY D. M. STEWART 

733 F . T. Tillyard/1/Loaf of br ead 
Good for/I/Loaf of bread 

1902 Cal gary Directory 

A. Sc II. 34 

F . Tillyard , Baker, Stephen West; 

London 10nt 

Calgary.Alta. 

1906- 07 Hendersons'Directory 
1908- 9-IO Listed as retired. 

Frederick T, Tillyard, Baker, 514 - 8th Ave. w. 
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A FEW ODDS AND ENDS 

CHRIS FAULKNER LEAVES FOR ENGLAND 

Thought you mi ght be inter ested in a few e xcerpt s taken from a l etter I r e c e ived 
from Chris Faulkne r several weeks ago . Chris mentions t hut: 
"On August 30th we are leavin i:; London (Ontario) after four years' stay for 
Ma nchester, England. I have been accepted by the University of Manchester t o 
study for a Ph.D. in English Literature . Th i s means we will be in Engl and for 
two years before r eturning to Canada . By that time I will have spent nine (or is 
it ten?) years studyin g a t various unive r s ities and will finally be able t o go 
to work full time ...... . Perhaps I shall see y ou at the 1971 C. N. A. 
convention whe n I shall at last be able to turn from inactivity to activity 
once again in the numismat ic world." 

I'm sure that all the Fe llows o f the Society join me in wishing you the v e ry 
best of success , Chris. 

A BRIEF NOTE FROM PAUL SIGGERS 

"At a r ecent VNS-RC meetin g I me ntioned s ome f acts o n 
the Nechako Bakery were in my files. It's n ot much, 
but in 1951 when Geor ge Meikle was ma naging the bakery 
1000 tokens were orde red from a Toronto company 
(C. W. Mack Co. Ltd., 86 Richmond St . E . ) The y we r e 
in use for only one or two wee ks and then withdrawn 
as their delivery man took off without giving not ice 
and took the bulk of the tokens with him. Wish I had 
mo r e but thi s may h e lp a little". 

C. N.R,S. STATIONERY FOR SALE 

Our Secretary wishes to advise that he has C.N,R . S . stati one ry on hand at the 
f ollowing prices: 

#19 e nvelopes 
#8 envel o pes 
Letterheads 
Plain sheets 

Orders for stationery should be s e nt t o 

NEW UNATTRIBUTED TOKEN LIST INGS 

at $ 1. 60 per 100 
at $1.40 p e r 100 
at $1.40 pe r 100 
at .50 per 100 

R. C. Willey 
P, 0. iJox 726 
Espanola , Ontar i o 

We are in the process o f b ring ing our unat tributed token listing s u p t o date 
but befo r e goinG to press we would ask that you check your files to see if the r e 
are o the r tokens you would like t o add t o the lists. We plan to a pproach the 
problem from a somewhat d i fferent angle this time in the hope that it will make 
attributions much easi e r. When send i ng in ne w list ings ple ase prov i de us with 
a complete descript i on o f each token. We will need t o know t he e x act inscription 
as i t appears on the t oke n; the me t al ; the sha pe ; the s i ze; and who has the 
token. Listings should be forwarded to your Editor at : P, 0. Box 15 1 Richmond, 
British Columbia 
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