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Love Tokens on Canadian Coins
Introduction by Barrie Renwick

Love Token custom began centuries ago among European cultures. The token was a “remembrancer” of the giver or alternatively
made as an expression of one’s affection for the beneficiary. In Victorian times, the growing popularity of the Love Token migrated to
North America with the flow of newcomers to its shores.

Love Tokens on Canadian decimal coins appeared in pre-Confederation times; examples engraved on early provincial coins and on
Province of Canada 1858 coins show up occasionally. The hey-day though seems to have been a bit later in the Victorian era when the
fashion grew for Love Token pocket pieces; broaches; bracelets; stick pins, and neck-wear. That trend continued during the Edwardian
reign, but in the George V era it diminished with the onset of the Great War. Before the outbreak of the Second War, popularity of love
token gifting all but disappeared following the late 1930s issues of Canada’s silver dollars. Before hostilities began, a few
traditionalists had pre-war dollar-coins engraved. Some examples may even be souvenirs, because initials inscribed are often small
and neatly engraved in open fields of a coin, without altering the coin’s design.

Little written information about the evolvement of the token-custom exists; speculation suggests: because the practice defaces coins, a
proscribed offence, that creating such tokens was necessarily hush-hush, and the absence of incriminating evidence expectable. Due to
this and lack of provenance of most tokens, it’s unlikely that numismatic research of any piece will uncover much. Each token is
unique, but each lacks clues to solve the riddles of its formation; generally, tokens defy answering questions about their collective
makeup:

Is the host coin from the country where it became a token?

Is the token side contemporary with the coin side?

Are initials, a name, or an icon that of the giver or of the beneficiary?

Is the acclaimed-one a national of the host coin’s country?

Where two monograms appear on a token, does that portray a traditional couple?
If two monograms signify a traditional couple, which gender is positioned first?
How long did the average engraver work at making a token?

What was the cost range for creating a token?

Jewellers likely created tokens, but were there other makers?

O O 0O 0O 0o 0O O O O o

Is it possible that some elaborate tokens include the work of more than one engraver?

Some information for readers’ guidance:

On a coin, the heads side is called the “obverse” and the tails side, the “reverse.”

For a Token, the engraved side is called the “face” and the opposite side, the “back.”
With a Token engraved both sides, usually the dominant engraved side is the “face.”
Tokens on Canadian decimal coins generally have the Monarch’s portrait on the back.
Token-back portraits are normally seen upright when a token is turned over horizontally.
Early Canadian silver coins of each denomination got used as hosts for Tokens.

Large one-cent coins though were less often used as hosts.

Some Canadian-coin Tokens have initials raised in relief rather than engraved.

On occasion, elements of the original coin design form part of a final composition.

0O O 0O O OO0 O O O

Anomaly pieces sometimes get referred to as Love Tokens. Some could be “associate” pieces, tokens with face side engravings
showing symbols: of lodges, brotherhoods, or societies, to indicate the holder has membership in the entity. Other pieces may be
practice tokens or perhaps blundered and rejected items. Silver coins have also been engraved, at times, as low-cost medals for minor
awards. Items of these sorts are occasionally misidentified.

Love Token collectors are a small fraternity in the numismatic community; they are enthusiastic hobbyists and ones who have created
specialized categories for their collectors chasing particular interests: A few pursue tokens with the same dominant letter on each.
Some choose tokens with decorative borders; others seek tokens with buildings or tools that signify the subject’s trade or skill. Many
more enjoy having tokens with decorative engraving. Perhaps examples in this collection will illustrate some of these characteristics
for the reader.
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Love Token Notes

Identification of initials and their order are best guess given the complexity of many pieces.
For further information visit the ‘Love Token Society’ (http://lovetokensociety.com/).

Love tokens are generally described differently than coins and seem to follow:

o Face = most dominate engraved side (most often the coin reverse)

o Back =least dominate or not engraved side (most often the coin obverse)

S = Silver; C = Copper

R =Round; Rp = Round pierced; Rl = Round with loop; Rn = Round notched

/ = change to next line

// = change from obverse to reverse

Enlargements are generally shown at 45 mm.

Love token criteria from the ‘Love Token Society’ website:
There are two basic requirements for a love token:
o First: The engraving must be on a legitimate coin (i.e. coin of the realm).
e Second: The engraving must be done by hand.

For Canadian love tokens coins of the realm also include pre-Confederation colonial tokens. Coins that could
also be included are those that have lettering or images that are made up of individually stamped dots.

Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

A E B/ MEMORIA IN ETERNA /1893

)

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SRp 17.9mm 22¢

Victoria 1 Cent (1876-1901)
C R 254mm 53¢
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

AGC

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

AHB

gs

T

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 17.9mm 2.0¢g

Albert

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 156mm 09¢g

ALF

Edward VI1 10 Cents (1902-1910)
SR179mm 21¢g

Alice

Victoria 10 Cénts (1870-1901)
SR179mm 24¢g

AMI

Victoria 1880 10 Cents
SR 179 mm 19¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
APB

i

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 157mm 09g

Victoria 10 6enfs (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

Bertha

BG

Two Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 35.8x17.8 mm 45¢g

Edward VII 5 Cents (1902-1910)
S RI 155mm 109
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

BG

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 17.9mm 20¢g

Edward VII 5 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 157mm 1.0g

BNR

Edward VII 10 Cents (1902-1910)
S Rp 180mm 2.1¢g

BWR

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 19¢g

CAB

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR179mm 21g

CF?

Victoria 5 Cent (1870-1901)
S Rp 155mm 1.0g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

CF/to/LP

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 10¢g

CFH?

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rl 18.0x20.8mm 19¢g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR1I79mm 21¢g

Cl

25
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rl 155x19.0mm 1.1¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

CJ

. i st AR ;
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp2 17.8 mm 2.0¢

CM

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 156mm0.9g

CMMB

i

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rn 155mm 1.0¢g

CMR

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 2.1¢g

A

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 23.7mm 5.2¢g

CsSC

O P
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 10g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

cw

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 154 mm 09¢g

DAS

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S RI 155x 183 mm 0.9¢g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 20¢g

EB

I g i (R

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rl 180x21.3mm 2.1g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

ECA Edes

%
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)

SR 179 mm 20g
EGC EJB

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901) Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 18.0x125mm 2.2¢g S Rl 17.9x21.2mm 2.2¢
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

EJG

Edward VII 5 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 157mm 10g

EMW

E MY /1903
() O

Edward VI1 5 Cents (1902-1910)
S RI 155x183mm 1.1¢g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR179mm 21¢g

EWH// ¥

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 17.8mm 21¢g

q

Edward VI1 1905 10 Cents
SR 179 mm 20g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
EWR Father / May, 1%t/ 1899
5 3 \ ,:N

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 15.6 mm 0.9¢g

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 235mm 5.0¢

FDT

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 22¢g

SR 23.7mm 52¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens
Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

FFO/to/MMR

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight
FEJ

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 156mm 09¢g
Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 235mm 53¢

I

el
Y

-

Victoria 1882H 10 Cents
SRp 179mm 21¢g

A il
"

u.l"f: ’

S RI 17.9x20.8 mm 2.2g

Sue & Barrie Renwick & Eric Jensen
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

FR

Victoria 25 Cents ‘(1870-1901) S ?

S R 23.4mm 53¢ et

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179x21.9mm 18¢g

GHH

: . H)h ¢
Edward VII 5 Cents (1902-1910)
S RI 155x18.0mm 1.0¢g

SR179mm 21¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

GME GwCcC

Edward V11 5 Cents (1902-1910)
S Rl 155x182mm 1.0g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179x21.2mm 21¢g

GWH HAROLD

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)

SR 17.9mm 2049 Edward VI 25 Cents (1902-1910)

SR 241mm 57¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

s 5

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 23.6mm 49¢

HHH

<2 -;% T
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1904) Victoria 10 C

SR 155mm 11g ents (1870-1901)

SR 179mm 219

HL? _ HOC

{3

Victoria 1888H 5 Cents o
SR 157mm 09g Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 21¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

HWR

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 20g

1C

©

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 20g

ICF

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 22¢g

IEF

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR179mm 21¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

11 IRB

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901) Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
S RI 157x18.0mm 1.0¢g S R 236mm 509
IWC

J (practice piece?)

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 157mm 10g

Victoria 1859 1 Cent
C Rp 25.6mm 39¢
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
JAB

‘ (! i . o, ¢
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901) Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 1565mm 1.0g S Rp 155 mm 1.0g

JcL ~JCR

S Rp 234mm 51¢ Edward VI1 5 Cents (1902-1910)

S RI 156x19.6 mm 1.1g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Jennie JHH

///// '

r"

A AAAS Victoria 1 Cent (1876-1901)
Victoria 50 Cents (1870-1901) C R 25.5mm 53¢
S R 300mm 1129

JHP JHW /1904

Edward VII 25 Cents (1902 1910)
SR 23.7mm 52¢g
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)

S Rl 17.8x11.0mm 2.2g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

J J MCC (flagpole & banner)

—

~_. U
Victoria 10 Ce

nts (1870-1901)
SR 181mm 22¢g

JJS

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 1.0g

JOS P

Victoria 25 Cenfé (1870-1901)
SR 23.6mm 52¢g

Joss

Edward VI1 10 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 179mm 22¢g

- JRII201yrs

eorge V 5 Cents (1911-1921)
S Rp 155mm 1.19¢

Canadian Love Tokens
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

JR

S R 236mm 52¢

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)

Victoria 18§6H 10 Cents
SR 179mm 19¢g

JUy

B

SR 157mm 10g

Victoria 5 Cets (1870-1901)

&y

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 09¢g

JWS

R,

'/’;‘,‘!,\,\i\ AN )

Canada 5 Cents (1870-1921)
S Rp 157mm 109

Victoria 1899 5 Cents (1870-1901)

K /11901

S Rp 155mm 119

Canadian Love Tokens
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

KC

" :&n‘ Sl
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR179mm 21¢g

LC

% Va
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 20g

LCR

Edward VI1 5 Cents (1902-1910)
S RI 155 x 18.4 mm 0.9 g

LEH

Edward VII 10 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 180mm 2.0g

Canadian Love Tokens
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

L E J (insect)

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 20g

LJG

S
Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 156mm 09¢g

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 09g

L McC

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 155mm 10g

Canadian Love Tokens
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

LRR

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901
SR 155mm 1.0g

Geo VI 1939 Dollar
S RI 36.1 mm 23.7¢

Victoria 1870 10 Cents

S Rp 18.1mm 18¢g Victoria 1858 20 Cents
SR 232mm 39¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

MAGGIE / DEC 6TH 1912 _ Marjorie

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 18.0mm 22¢g

Edward VII 25 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 241mm 57¢g

Maud

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 17.8mm 20¢g

MEW

S Rp 15.6mm 09 VictosriaRlo1 7anrt: n(11827?-91901)
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
MHL MIF

% b
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 178mm 21¢g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rl 18.0x209mm 2.0¢

M MW

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 157mm 11g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 21¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

M N MRBO

Victoria 10 ents (1870-1901) Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)

SR 180mm 19¢g SR 180mm 21¢g
MSC

Edward VII 10 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 180mm 21¢g

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 236mm 52¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

OG ML

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 178mm 20g

Geo VI 1939 Dollar
SR 156mm 09¢g

PDET P MG

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 17.8mm 22¢g

Edward VII 25 Cents (1902-1910)
SR 23.7mm 52¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

PWF

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 155mm 1.0¢g

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 234mm 5.1¢g

; \ | >) ' “: i
)
9 NN

3 \(/
e T | k\'

P RN
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901) Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 180mm 21¢g SR 17.8mm 219
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

RHM RIM

Victoria 1 Cent (1876-1901)
C Rp 254mm 50¢

RM // 1885

Canada 10 Cents (1870-1921) Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SRp 17.9mm 20¢g SR 181mm 21¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
Sadie

Victoria 5 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 156mm 1.0g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 20g

SEA SJC

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901) SR 17.9mm 2.0¢g
SR 236mm 52¢g

Canadian Love Tokens p. .31 Sue & Barrie Renwick & Eric Jensen



Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

TC

e -
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 17.9mm 20¢g

TFR

. Victori 1870-1901
Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901) lctgrlaR51(é¢.ag tr?1r(n81.% 990 )

SR 178mm 19¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Countermark - Face // Back

Material - Shape — Size — Weight

Tharold? /AHH /1899

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
S Rp 235mm 5.0¢9

TL

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 22¢g

2

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 18¢g

TPI

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 180mm 20g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight

TSS W B

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

E0ry

Victoria 25 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 239mm 5.1¢g

WOH R (practice piece?)

Victoria 10 Eents (1870-1901)
S Rp 18.0mm 2.19¢g

Victoria 50 Cents (1870-1901)
S R 30.0mm 10.6¢g
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Canadian Love Tokens

Countermark — Face // Back Countermark - Face // Back
Material - Shape — Size — Weight Material - Shape — Size — Weight
WRC&MC WSL
Q

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR 179mm 21¢g

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
S RI 182x21.0mm 2.0¢g

?7B

Victoria 10 Cents (1870-1901)
SR179mm 21g

LR A S S S
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