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COINS 
ST RUCK IN CAN ADA 

PREVIOUS TO 1.s .:.1-0 

(I 

0~3 OLONJAL enterprise among- modern 
naLions. mainly Lh aL of individuals 

5 or fami li e equ i Pl eel on I y for aari-
\ ~ cu ltu rnl pu r ·u its or fort1111 e hnnling 

. cliffor.s nlLogeLl1er from Lhat of Ll1 c 
~ · ·•:'·"' ancient Greek citi es . from which 

- laro-e co 111p:rnies hived off. co nsistin g of all 
g rades and tracles 1 w itl1 full nppliances fo r 
founding new cilie in tl1e w il dcrne . In th e 
latte r ase : nltbough n bond of kinship was 

long retained toward s the m olh er ity: t l1 e n ew comnlll
nity at once se l up for itself. depending on ils ow n 
resources : makin a its own laws . and: above a ll. coining 
its own money. On tli e other hand , th e moclerq colony 
remained a depenJencJ of th e mother country : froru 
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~vhich a co nLinnecl sLrea m of emigr:rn ts se l. ouL , or we 1·e 
senL onL , ·wi th out supplies or appli ances except fo r th e 
·immed i:rle ·w:int · of ;i primiLiv, ;:i gri e11lLural pop 1il ation. 
T l1 c coloni sL continued to look to t he old land f'or <1 ll 
Lhe necessities of ci ili z:ition and of th e manufo Lurers 
:irl ; nncl when lrad e bega n Lo sp rin g up am on cr t Ll1 m .. 
!hey m:icle use of Lh e small hoard · of mon y bro11 ght 
onL hy Lli e more wealU1_ ; settler . or 11 cl1 dol a were 
shipped ouL by tl1 e kin g. This money no oo ner mad e ils 
:ipprar:m ce in circulaLion Lh an it was h ipped ha ck a 
rern il Lan ces: for., as Ll1 e import · exceeded th e :,.porls . 
!here wns in those dny a l1ronic nrcity of ex h mio-e. 
And , :i • Ll1e colonial auLhoriLie had neiLh er the pri vi lege 
nor the mea ns Lo slrike money. no ad equate rcnwrly 
. eernecl at l1a11d : th ey often re orled to Lh e foo lish 
practi ce of rai ing h law Lh vn lue of' all co iw: 
l eli eving that this wou ld prevent Ll1 ir exporlalion : b ut 
the on ly re ulL wa :i cl precialion of their Cllrren c:_, an d 
a rlisLurban ce of exchange and olher trad e relnli ons " ·ill1 
th e moth er ·ou utry. Th e consequ ence of Lhi carcity of' 
clwnge ,ras a return to Lh e primitive mode of de:ilin o· hy 
barter. or Lhe adoption of a uh Litule for money . Thu s. 
:imong Ll1e American colonic . bea er kins, ·wh eal. 
tobacco or oth er commodities were declared Lo he lr gal 
lender in the pay ment of debt . 

Such wa for a long time the condi Li on of the ei r
cnl ating medium in C:inacla. Even ret. no authorized 
coinage 11:1 • heen slrn ek " ·iLhin it horcler . altl)Ough 
:innual suppli es. sufficient fo r Lh c re<J11irrmenL of t rade'. 
ha ve fiJr :1 n11mlier of ye:i r been sl rn ck :it the Rov:il i\'Tint 
in Londun . Th ese oi n.i gcs, and on or t,vo ~r those 
sln1d, al ea rlier d:iles , bear special <levices relating to 
C:i n:irl:i. 
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Towards the close of th e seventeenth century; the 
s arcity of money in Canada was such that one of Lhe 
Int ndants settled . the go vernment accounts by bons 
or promise to pay w riLLcn on playiug ca rds cu t in lwo. 
This cu rrency , known a ca rd money , was unh esi lalingly 
a cepted a a sub titute for coi n and continu ed Lo be 
i ued and to ci r culate freely L; ntil the aovernm ent of 
1• r·ance n eglected to r deem it promptly. Th en it became 
d eprecialed, and al th e arne t oli ·itation of Lh e people 
it wa • rede med al a heavy d iscou nt and withdrawn 
from irculation. After Lhi a mall coin:ige of copper 
was stru k <1 l th e ~Ii n t al Rouen and La Rochell e ; but it 
w as altogelher inadcquale for Lh e req uirements of the 
colony: and th e people were for a time in sore slraits 
fo r wa nl of money unli] tbe Intendants again reso rted 
Lo the is ue of ca rd m oney to pay Lhc government debts. 
T li i papermoneycam Lob i ·suecl in such lavishquan
Lilie . in the extravagant days before the co nquest that 
iL b ecam e almost worthi es ·. 

W ith the advent of the E ngli ·hand a cliange from a 
·lironi c: slate of wa rfore ;· Lracle beg:in to rev ive and Lhere 
wa soon a considerable infh1x of money such as iL was. 
Tl1is mo ney consi led rnainl • of foreigu silver coins in 
\ bi ch Lho e of pa in Portugal anc.l £<'ranee predomi
naled . The cu 1'1' ' 1J t value of th e variou • co ins was 
fi x •d by Jaw; and o differen t and fractional were they 
in amount ; Lhat i t wa difficult for t rade r to make 
conecl computati ons when reckon in g large payments or 
coun lin g up th eir cash sales. 

About Lh e h eginning of the century ; a large quantity 
of o ld wo rn-out coppers of Georg II and III : , ithdrawn 
from circu lation in Great Britain; wa sent out to Cana(la 
and was soo n absorbed into circulation. As this transaclion . 



pro \" ed a profilahl c oue lo Lli e illlporlcrs; iL Limu laLcJ 
oili er · lo im po rL Ll 1e anon 1 111 ou • E n«l i Ji trades men's 
Lokens of 18 1?. -1 4. w ill1 d r:nrn rro1n circulaLi on aLo uL 
I t 20 . T hi venln r a] o J)l'OY cl st1ce sft1 l . ancl large 
quantiti es of li gliL imilaLions or Lb ese coi ns we re iJJ Lro
du cecl inLo Ll 1e co t1n lry . Oth er Jigl1L coi ns., \\ iLl 1 dev ices 
relating Lo commerce or 'to Ll1 e v icLories of \ iVellingLon ; 
succeetlecl Lhose . Tl, en Canadian deviceswere acl op lcd ; h u L 
nearl y all \\·ere anonymous and o Jigli L Llia L tl ,e p rofi t 
Lo Lli in1porLers rnu sL J1 ave bee n enorm on : omelim cs 
exceed ing scve11Ly-1i ve or " hund red per cent. Th ese 
Ji ghL coins onLinu ed Lo he impo rLecl and Lo he pu shed 
into ci,·cula Lion ; in ever- increa ·i11 g guanLilie ., until the 
long su flerin g publi c bega n Lo compla in . \ iVli n Lhe 
ag iLaLi on became Lrong fo r Ll1 e r edres of Lh i griernn cc, 
the customs auLhori ties were instructed to interdict 
farLh er imporLaLions. 

But this interdiction only ser vecl to stim ul ate a n e·w 
move. Tli e imporLer 1 n oL ca rin g to lo ·e o profitabl e a 
bran c;l1 of Ll1 eir bu sines 1 set up coining presse of their 
cn,1n. And as the st ri kin g of money was an alLooether 
new in tlusLry lo th e cou ntry. and as few i f' any of the 
~iLizen • seem lo l1 ave made :my aclvan emenl in high er 
arL or <l e ign n0Ll1i11g ori gina l or arLi tic wa allcmplccl . 
TJ1 c co in ers a<.:<.:e plecl fo r pattern u ·Ii coins as were 
mos t ab und;in t am ong Lh ose in circul ati on . Tl1 e work
nianship Loo wa • of'Lcn so harJ arous Ll1 aL it migl ,t be 
·la ·sed as in fe ri or Lo Ll,a t of Lh e m iddle ages . wl1iJ e 
specimen · occ ur LhaL lik Lli e ea rl coinage of \ iVes tern 
Eu rope, ee 111 to be i,niLaL ions o f imi la Lions o r emote 
thaL hardly any Lrace of' Lh e original remain s . Som e 
years after'· Ll,is <.: in age l1 a1 l commenced ; an en grave r 
1~arned Joseph A rnault cam e out from France and se l 



up nn establi shment for t1·iking coins in Mont1·ec1l. He 
' truck a numbe 1· of' diffe r nt pi eces, so rn e of which nre 
ex eediiicr ly rare . . ll nre o ri rr inal in d e. ign and di p lay 
;i mu ch l1ig l1 e r d eg re of a r t and bette r eh ·so[ work
ma11 s l1ip than t lt e co nt mporn ry oin • ·tru ck in Canada. 
It was aLouL 1832 ·when Ll1i ' private coinage ·ommen cecl 
in Crinadri . .i n l alLl1 oug l1 it did not ex.Lend o e r six 
' a ,.. o act ive and ·o numern u we re t l1 e lllin ts nnd o 

va t tl 1e quanliti e. i. s ued , trader we re o e rwh elmed 

w ith 1.:opper cha nge Lo Ll1 e excl u ·ion of all oth e r form 
or spe ·ic . Th e i1· receipls in thi c11 1Te.n cy ofte n exceed ed 
fifty do llars p e r clay; with. al th e anie Lime. t'wo or Ll1ree 
li,rndr cl dollars s towed ,rway in th eir vault . lt was a 
] nrclen om e cl11 Ly in Lho e d ay to mak e eoJlection or 

carry h om e a w eek's ea rnin g or th e proceed of a l arge 

sal e . A. 0 ai n., a ~rea t outcry wa rai ed. and in , 37 Lhe 
wl,ol c copper eu rren wa • leclared to be ill egal. Th.is 
creaLecl a . ca rcity of chan ge. but towrird Lhe clo ·e of t he 

y ear Ll1e bank ca me Lo Lh e re cue , importing an adequate 
suppiy 0 1 w h at are in · ribecl us « l3ank token n , which 

tli und ertook to redeem whe neve r presented. 
A lth o ug h sill ·e Lh n m any m dais and a number of 

pri ale or ad e rti sin g lo kens ha ve been truck in Canada. 
none h ave b ee n is ued fur re 0 ·ular circ, daLion . 

T IIU this Ca nadian man . unoffi cial ri nd barbarou 

a i t was. w ith out any a tte mpt at art or cle irr n 1 cann ot 
h da ·eJ a chara Leri tic o[ Lh e people; and ·w h en th e 

Lim e co m s, a rom e iL mu t; for oOi ciril m oney to be 
·t ru ·k in Lhc Dominion . Lh ere will be lilll c l e l't of di -

Lin cLiv c nati o nal arL in Ll 1c coi nage 01 any n:,t.i on. for 

co rnm e rc aml lite rary inlc rco ur ·e arc so Jilc11d.in o- th e 

rliflt.- r nl p eopl e, that few : if a11y : p cculiarili c · in tyl e 

will re111aiJ1 . 

·• 
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1. Obv. YEXATOR CA.NADENSIS a rude bu t to 
th e left. 

Rev. RE.KONILLOS '!SCAPE 1 , 11 a roucrhl v exe-o ., 
cutecl fi gure o/' n femal e supposed Lo he dan cing, copper , 
size 26 millimetre . 

2. Obv. VEXATOR ME CA rADJEN ' I ' a Jrn sl like 
th e la ·L eq11ally rude. 

Rev. Sin1ilar Lo the la t; copper, izc 26 millimetre . 

Tl1 ese Lwo coins are the earli e ·L known to liav c 1Jeen 
struck in Canada. Tlie lettering i o irregn lar. :111d Lhe 
execution of tl, e ll gu re so rough : t hal no one lrnt tl1 e 
merest novi ce cou ld 11a ve engraved tl1 , die . A ll Lli e 
exi ting pec imens are so ea rele Jy Lrur k t l1nl Ll1 • larrrer 
pnrt of the lege nd s are indistinct. I t is th erefore ni il y 
witl1 Lh e li elp or four or five differ ntly sln1 ek speci
mens tl1al tl1 e wh ole in cription cc1 n Le cl ci pli cred . 
T i1 ey are ·aid Lo ha ve b en tru I hy a b lc1 ·l, Jllilli in 
Qn ehcc and lo lia ve been i sued n a poli ti cal Lok c11 sat i
ri zing Ll, e ad111i11i ·tralion of Sir Janu~s Crai o. wlto was 
Governor of Ca nada in 1 8 r 1. He l1ad. 011 acco11 11l of !,is 
unyieJd i11 g di ·posilion, made himscll ' o l)llo:-.ious Lo n 
certain ecli011 or Lhe community. It ·ce 111 prohalile Lliat.1 

c1llhonghprcpnr cl in 18 11 , lhe cli es \\ rebro11gli 1 0111 nn cl 
ref'iir.bi sli cd for Lh e great oinage of 1 32-1 ., olli erwi e 
th ey would l1a ve been rnu ch rnrer and h en vier. 

3. Obv. An indistinct ou tline of a bust in nrmour to 
the left. 

Rev . The outline , faint nnd imperfee t1 of a fema le 
fi gu re sea led on a radiated shield: in li er ri ght hand is a 
stnff and in her left a twig: copper , size 'J.7 mil lirn eLrcs . 

.... 
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4 .. Obv . Similar to Lh e In t. 
R eP. A. rouglil y excc11tecl 11arp: copper., size 27 milli

n1elres . 

. Obi'. Pl ain . 
R ev. I lain opper ·ize 25 millimetres . 

Of Ll1e fir t or thee, there ·are about twenty-fi ve 
aricli • Lhalma , be arranged in to anumher of group ·, 
a !1 of' , bicl1 bear · eviclen e of having be n the work ot 

a clifJ' ,r nt engra r. From Lhi •. we are led lo in fe r that 
ea 11 group wa lru k al a cliflcrent es tabli hment, and 
tli at these e lnb li ·ltmeots were et up iu different ec
ti ons o [ Lh ountry . Th ey are imit:,tions of lhe " ·orn
out cop1 er co in of" George 11 and III lhal at lhat time 
were sli ll plentiful in circulation . The legend on these 
coius we re o defaced by wear that tl1e engra ers neve r 
all •rn ptccl to CO} any thing but lhe fi gu re in ,outline. 

T l1 c second of w11ich there a1;e aho11t five varieli e ·, j 
·i111ilarJy opie l fro111 an Irish coin. , iVhile lh ese imila
Lious c nLi nu ,d Lo be circulated withoul question. 
olli cr . -inq ly plain disc of ·op] er , were cut out of thin 
sli ccl or LliaL metal ' an d., wilhouL any atlcmpL al de_ icr n. 

mad Lo i r ul aLe. alll1 ou o- l1 :ome were Laniped wi th 
one or more JetLcr . Tn ·Lan ces are related of work111 en who. 
wh n Lb cy foun l ii. ncce ·a1 ·y Lo make any smal l p11r
clrns ·, wou ld ut out ufli cient of Lh ese co1 per disc 
for lh ir requ irements. Even old brass buttons with Lhr. 
sh ank brok n off w re not refo ed. 

6. Obv. GLO.R IUVS HIVIS a rnde and indislincL hust 
to Ll1 c ri o- ht . 

Jfr,p_ BR f fl a female fi gure very rou ghly and inck-
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tinctly outlined • in her right hand 1 • a t refo il co pper. 
size 27 millimetres. 

Late in th e eightee nth century th ere was a larg ' 
numb r ·or copper coins slTuck in England. i11 imit ation 
of the regular coi nage, with uninlelligib] lerrcml s . an d. 
ry . th hu ts di plnyed thereon were not LliaL of th e king .. 
they could not he clas ed as counlerfeit , alth ough well 
c::i lcu lntecl Lo dec~ive tlie common peo ple. i\ lany f ll1 ese 
were brought lo Cn nada with the old co in age mention ll 
before a having been withdrawn fro1u ir ulaliun . and 
the co in er of Lh c piece above de ·crib d adopted one or 
lhem ns Ii is pattern. 

7. Obv. Laureat ed bu t of Geo rge III . lo Lh e . ri ght 
within a wrcnlh or oal lenve . • 

Rev. HALFPENNY TOI E r e e1• 0-ue , L , 2 a fl'ma le 
to the left ·eaLed on a bale ; in her ri gl, t l1 and i • a pai r 
of cal es and in her left a corn ucopia. bl'a • . 27 111 illim. 

8. Obv . Si 111 il nr lo th e last. 
_Rev . E xergue , 8 , ?. female a. on la L. hr:i s. . s,z 

27 millirnetre . . 

There are over twenty variet ie fLl1 0111 • h ewi ng 
every grade of nrt , from excell n e L bnrbr1rism. ome 
of the beLLcr one· were undoubtedly i111porL<"cl. A h oa r l 
of copper co ins was found a few year ago in the aul ts 
of one of Lhc hank · at Quel cc. having e id nLly bee n 
st·owecl awiiy when tlie inferior 11nnutl1 oriz , t1 co inag 
was ai led down. Tl1is variety wn • very al nn<lant in th e 
hoard ; while many of tl1 c pccimen w re bright and 
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uncirculatecl, sh e·wing that at the time (?f th e lay ing up 
of Lh e h oal'.cl they had onl y jnst been struck. 

lo 11. g. Obv. A laureated bust in armonr of Ge.orge IV:. to 

q .• 

Lh e le ft. rnclely exccntecl . 
R ev. A harp wilh Lite d i\ Le 1820 und erneath, brass .' 

s ize 'J. 7 miHi111 et res . 

This al so exists in many vaneL1cs . It was also very 
abn ndant in th e h oard : with uncirculated exampl es ; 
·w h ich :-;li e,vs that it was coined simullaneously with 
n° 8 and that n eith er were struck at Ll1 e time indi·cated 
by tl1ei relates , 18 r 2 and r 820 1 hut durin g· Lhe era of the 
ligh t coina ge , early in 1837. It is al o wo rthy of note 
th a t t li e un eireulaLecl specimens are found onl y among 
th e ruder va ri eti~s. 

co . Obv . A ship under full sail to the right. 
R ev. SHIPS I COLONIES I ~ I COMMERCE, cop-

pe1\ size 26 m. • 

r 1. Obv. SHI.PS COLONIES AND . COMMERCE 
18 15 . A ver5r h orL ship under foll snil. 

R ev. 0 FOR m I PUBL[C j ACCOMMODATIOI 
a qualer'.oil on eilh e1: side of " for ": brass, size 28 m. 

1 2. Obv . Same as last. 
R ev. 0 1E I H ALFPENN Y TOK E N sprigs of 

flo we rs nbove and.below " halfpenny " brass size 28 m. 

Th e (j rsL of Lh ese seems lo hav e been a favorite design 
am ong tl1 c in1pori'e rs of co ins. as ~here are over twenty 
vari eLi es of Birmingham manufactureknown , hesiclestwo 
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from the United Slates . The one of Canadian m;11111fa c
tme is inferio1· in workmansliip c1ncl light in weight Th e 
dies see m to have been continued in use long afLer Lh ey 
were worn out ; as specimens occur on which hardly any 
trace of the design is visib~( The two latter vari etie a'.· 
also imperfectly struck. A board of them was found in 

Prince Edward IslanJ , in an un circ11Jated condi tion ; 
indi cating some town on th e island as the probable place 
of their mintage. 

13. Obv. PROVING~ OF OV ' COTIA b u t of 
George IV to the lefL. 

Rev. 0 E PENNY TOI E N 183 2 a L, o lea ved 
thisLle , copper, siz.e 34 m. 

r 4- -Obv . Similar lo lasL. 
Rev. HALFPE' I ry TOKEN 1832 n Lwo l en vccl 

thisLle , coppcr 1 size 28 m. 

T l1 ere are four or ~ve val'i eties of each size 1 st r uck as 
counte1:feits , imitating th e full , eight Lok n CLl lT e n y 
imported by the Provincial governm ent l'rom Bi rmi n
gham. The workmansl1ip is mu ch ruclc1· , whil e a ra re 
varieLy exists in which th e da te i • by mi take. m ad Lo 
l'ead 1382 . These counterfeits follow th e mi ta ke or Ll1 c 
regula .. issue, which bears the bust of Geo rge [ Lwo 
years aftel' his death . 

b V J 15. Obv. • AGRICULTURE ti COMMERCE · BAS 
CANADA an e1~1blemalic bouquet consisting mainl y of 
roses and thistl es. 

Rev. TOI- EN MO TH.EAL a 
laurel leaves enclosing U ' I SOU 

wreath of e io·htecn 
1) 

copper .. size 29 m . 
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This co in was stru ck from a pair of dies found in the 
ce llar of an old warehouse. F ew if any were struck wl1en 
th ey were first engraved; their 'sizc made them unprofi
table, compared with the smaller coins issued at the time. 

16 . ObP. + AGRICULTURE 26 COMMERCE ,+ 
B • C ADA a bouquet consisting of roses, thistles, 
sh amrocks and ea rs of wheat. 

R ev. TOI EN i\'10 JT.REAL a wreath or sixteen 
laurel l eaves enclosing U I SOU copper , size 27 m .. 

Some of these co ins also occur:in!brass; while nearly 
all of th em have their edges milled. It was the first coin 
is ued by J oseph Arnault and is still plentiful. The 
cc un son» se ri es .. of which there are over forty vari elies1 

ma inl y imporlccl from the United Stales., were accepted as 
·u rTcn ·y for a short ti me after the withdrawal from circu
lation of tl1e li ght coins prev iou ly described. Arnanlt 
cem lo l1ave profited by this fact 1 as this coin is as 

light a those withdrawn. while many specimens occur 
·l.n1 ·k o\'cr numbers 5, 7 and 9, shewing that he 
wo rk ed up the unmc1rketaLle material. 

17. Obv. • TRADE F{ AGRIC LT RE• LOWER 
CAN DA a w re:1th imilar lo the last. 

R ev. BANK TOKEN MONTREAL a wreath co usi st
ing of laurels to th e left and palm to th e right enclosing 
1/2 I PE INY copper , size 27 rn. 

18. Obv. Same asJast. 
R ev . PRO BO.NO PUBLICO MONTREAL a wreath 

co nsist ing of palm Lo th e left :rnd mapl e leaves to the 
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right enclosing r/2 I PENNY I TOTE I rS:h coppe1·. 

1ze 27 m . 

Both ofLh ·ecoin by Arnault a reexc cling! · rare . Lli c 

laller so for as known be in o- uniqu e . Th e am e ob v r e 
di e was u eel for bolh var ie Li es. Th eir raril m :1 ' b e 
,1Cco1111Lecl fo1· I y the breaki11 g of th e di .s: or in thal th ey 
were jusl completed before the wiLhdrawal of tli e cc un 

·sou » series 1 when th e« bank tokens» w ere made the ole 

copper currency. 

19. Obv . TH• 8{ Wm MOL ON . ~TO TRE L . a a k 
within an inner circle; above i BREWER ' b e low 
DISTILLERS I F{ . ~- 8{. to th e left U r and to Lh e ri gh t 

SOU . 
Rev. + CASH PAID FOR ALL SORTS OF GR AH + 

1837 . An old s tyle alcohol still copper. size 3o milli m. 

The firm whose name appears on this coin wa n e 
·or the most enterprising oflhe time in Monti·eal 1 h a ing 
'introduced steam navigation into Canada less tl,an two 
y ears aO:er Fulton's trial voyage on th e Hud so n. T h e 
coin is of full weight ~nd now scarce , havin g been 
promptly redeemed, hen presented. 

,.o. Obv. BA TQUE D PE PLE 10 TTREAL . 

.Awreathoffivemapleleave enclosing - N j SOU ; totlie 
left of tli e wreath is a star and to th e ri ghL a liberty cap. 

Rev . .. AG IUCULTURF ~ C0.\1MERCE " BAS 
CAN ADA. An emblematic bouqu et in whicl, a large 

maple leaf is the most prominent obj ect : coppe r , 1ze 

27 mi11imelres e~lge milled . 
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Tl1i s was al so stru ck by Arnault . Tl1c b:111k u!licial 
wl1 0 01 derecl Ll1 e co ins was a sy mpall1izcr will1 Ll1 c 
relx:ll iu 11 of 183 - an d ca11seJ the republi ca n emb le ms Lo 
b e in LroJu ced . The ca p of liberty meant freedom from
British co nnecti on., while Lhc star suggested Lh e receiving 
of a n0Lhe1· slate .into th e American U ni on. Tlie coi1~ is of 
full weight and alLhough nol common is by no means 
ra re. I t was th e firsl of th e c, bank tokens» t.o be iss ued 
aml Lli e onl.)' semi-offi cial coin of Canadian manufacture. 

T he re may ha ve been olh er coins stru ck in Ct1nada 
du r ing Lh e time und er con ·ide1·a tion. but if any such 
th e re be: n o specim ens ha ve turn ed up or all trace of 
Lhei r p lace of m intage l1 as been lost. 

tontre!il, June. 1891 . 
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