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The foll owinp; page appeared in the Ocvnadia,n and 

.Antiquct'rian J mwncil of Montl'eal. From the limited 
amonnt of ~pace in tha.t pel'iodical, the paper was divided 
into two par t~, and as th!l.t magaz ine appeai·s but once in 
three mont hs, the ·intel'val which took place dul'ing its 
publ icati on-from Jnly to November last-~·ent far to 

dcst.roy all interest in its perusal. The write1· has, co1~se-
1uently, determined to republish it in a couuected form, 

as n clrnp ter of Cctnad ian history. H e considers, that 

al though rep l'esen ting a past order of events, a narrative of 
those cl nys will evel' interest nll who feel pride in the 

as ured prog l'e. s of the Dominion and who appreciate tlte 
blessings of the constitutional rule under which we li ve. 

1fTilb1·od t;•eet, Ottcw;ci , 

Jwwciry 7tl1,, l SH. 
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Qui !)tullu s honor, ·~ 

S.:w11<' J:,t lmHr,;nl~, cl f:uo:io scn ·it intpln" 
Qui stup,•I !11 l1111ll~ ct lm~.;luil,us . 
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A CANADIAN POLITICAL COIN. 
- - - -•----

A M O NOGRAPH. 

Until the las t fow years, :.t coin of uncouth cxecut.ion, w:1:; 

frcqucnt.ly cen in the old City of Quebec :mu iL • neighbour
hood. El ·ewherc it was seldom found; so seldom :1 to suggc,st, 
that it appearance wa fo1·tuitous. \Yherea:i in the former 
political Capital of Lowe1· O11,nada, so many examples were 
cnLTent in the strange congeries of copper coil~, which the 
market women accepted as genuine, that the inference may be 
drawn, that it owes its origin to thnt city, an l that it is there 
thnt it wa:i minted. IL is of copper, a11d of the ru lest execu
Lion, nm! there arc tlu·ee Yarietics known of it.* At the fi r ·t 
glance, nothing in n limited wny is more enigrnntical than the 
legend. On the obverse we find a profile lrnst left, with _ th e 
Yarious readings, Vcxat~r Ganadin sis, VP.Xator Ganadicnsis n_nd 
Vexato1· Ccmaclensis. On the reverse, :.t female figure, possibly 
dancing, with t,hc words, "Renunter Viscape or "Remmillit/$ 
Viscape." Many c-oll ectors hav<' cnde:worcd to penetrate it · 
origin, and to irnco it home to its creator, hitherto without 
success. Dated 1811, it is foarcd that tbo1·e i. now little 
chance of doing so. N everthcless tho date and legend suggest 
its meaning and design. The obverse is easily r ead. "'l'ho 
tonnentr-the pes t of C:rnada." The roYorsc equally offer,; ::i 
solution. Turning the two V into O as indeed they appear 
to be, and subjecting t,bc letters to true orthogrnphic divisiou 
we have Non illos Vis Ccipe re, a sortofquestionablc trnnslation 
of "Don't yon wish you may cntch them ?" 

The econd reverse, ~Non ter vis Cape1·e, can be read a,
" Would _you not like to catch them O\"Cr ag::iin ?" may be tho 

• It I• cntnloi;ucd by Mr. Sondhom lo bi s useful l,oo~, under tho hood, 1 Oonodo," No, 
o, G ond 7, Pni;c 21. 
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tii·st desig n incol'l'eelly c:11Ticd 11 t. ; 0 1· it may po ·sess so me 
local allusion or some political ,' ig nifi ·:mce now lost. 

rrhe dale take,; us I.Jack to the d:1y.· of 'i l' James Cr:1ig, 
who left nnaua in June, 1811, nml whose go~·e1·nrnent wa 
one of the mo t Rl 1·my which Canada has expel'i enced . 'l'he 
pcl'iod in question mu.y be de cril.Jed n·· tbe inf'an ·y of a ll 
lJolitical knowledge, and YiewcLI from the st:rnd ing point of our 
elc:1 r and constitutional theories of the politic:t I rig hts and 
rc;,pon: ibilities of each branch of the L cgislatnrn, it may be 
r eg::\l'(led, as ut terl y destitute of every ex:1mplc and every 
precedent a<lmitle I and fo llo\\' cd by the modcnP statesm:1n. 
'rho men of that clay, with honm,t th corie of' ri g ht, and rnally 
tlesil'ou of' cstabli ·lling li l.Jel'al inst il ulioo ·, sccn't to ha Ye been 
ntlcl'ly ignorant ot all the c:.bccks and safegua rd , whi ch must 
ari: o in any system of government, from its vel'y nrlificial 
·hnracter. Thorn e:annot be a doubt that th e complications 
whie;h then arose, :eriously delayed the c tabli shmcnt of a 
reprc. en ta tin,, rc;1ponsiulc Executive; and that instead of that 
poli tic:al condition bei ng natu rally and ea ily ernh·ed from the 
ex isting ordel' of things, when it did come, i t. wa to no JitUc 
ex tent Lhc r esul t of force, and of biLter dissati faction which 
,rot leave behind omc of their old clifficuliy. 

mili ta l'y clospoii ·m uccccclccl the conr1uc. t, and the 
lrcnty of Pnris in 1763. It wn not a fo l'm of government di·
plcnsing io the now subjects, a.- the }'rench anad i:111 • were 
c·allcd . For they had strong military t:1 ·Lcs, having li\'ed inn 
·hronic s tntc of wai·. Moreover Lbe Bri tish Government paitl 

in ih·er do llars fo1· C\'Ct·y sen ice r endered and fo 1· every artic le 
supplied , in contra-di tinction to the paper money which the 
.French Gorn1·nment Jiad long is. uecl . '.l'here was ne\·crtheless 
a clopartm·c to .France of many men, of high birth and in pro
minent po~i tions ; while those who r emai ned behind seem 
deierminctl Lo have nrndo up their miuds to make the best of 
it, nntl from that day to thi., th e loya lty to Great Britain of 
the Froneh Canad ian hns been gen uin e and undoubted . '.l'hcrc 
was however 110 little blundel'ing on the part of the British 
au thorilie, especially in the appointment of tho new officials. 
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Tho hiof Juslico was ono <3-l'og::n-y, who wa taken ont of 
p1·i::1on in order to be sent horo. The Law officers were with
out qu:i lificaLion, and as a 1'1110 ignorant ofl•'ronch. 

nuac\n, wa divided into Dopm·tmonts. Indeed tho milital'y 
Ion cnt ,, n so strong, tlrnl in a countl'y to be subjected to 

B1·i ti:;h in . Lilution , the y tcm could not long be tolerated 
withouL tho Barrnck gate of tho (:ial'l'i on, where di,;ciplin 
exncl cl it. The Quebec. act of 177-1 wn necorclingly pn ·ed. 
It wa YOl'.)' unpopulnr in England, and was specially peti
tioned again L by tho Corpor:ttion of London. While the prc:,cnt 

nited Late ·. ripe for sop:wati n, th n, a now, utterly inca
pable of undm· tancling tho political anti national cntiment of 
thi. countl'y, cleclaretl, ' that tho Dominion* of'Caoacla i to be 
so cxtcnclecl, modelled anti governed. a · that by being disunited 
from u , (the United State) detach cl from om· intonis ts by 
c·ivil a well a · rcligiou • 1 rejudiccs, thnt by their numbo1·::i 
sw lling with Catholic emigrant:· from Europe, nncl by tbeit· 
dc1rotion lo :ln aclmini t1·ation o friendly to the religion, they 
mig ht become formidable to 11 , and 011 occa ·ion be fit in tru
mcnt in the h:rncls ofpowel', to 1·cduce the ancient, free Pro
te · tnnt colonic · to the . amc ·tnto of l:wcry with them el.es." 
Th Qn bee act, e tabli bed a 'ouncil of not more than tweuty
th1·ee 01· le · · than s ven teen, lo enact ordinance fot· good' 
government; b11L without pow 1· to ma kc a~ e men t for tnxe: 
other than the inhabitant: them clve wonlcl impose for muni
·ipal pul'pO ·es. 'I'he ordinance wore Lo be passed between 
the 1 ·t of Janunry and the 1 t of fay. The criminal law of 
Englan I ,vn c· labli heel, othcnvi c tho ancient law, of anad:1. 
were maintained. The xc1·ci:;c of Lhe Roman Catholic religion 
wa cleclarccl froo, aud with the xr pti n of Lhe Jesuit:,, who 
had been ·up1 l'essecl at t.ho p l'io I of the conque t, 110 commu
nity wn intorforecl wi th. Thi· talc of thing continued to 
the clo e of 1791. 

'1.'herc seem little clouut. b11t. that the Constitutional Act, a · 
the Ac:t of 1791, i callccl, in conl,1·a-di ·tinction to thnt of 177-1, 
"·hich i alway.· . poken of as the Qnebc Act was dictntecl by 

• H is n curious foct tbnt the Wt!; or n C~nturr lxlek bas been re-created no the per
u1nncnt de1l;;nntion of Bl'itlsh Amerlen. 
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!,he desire of conciliati ng the U. R. Loyalists . Thi.' Act 
div ided the P rovince into Uppel' and Lowe!' Canada.. In the 
interval , the American Revol ution had passed thl'ough it,i full 
phase of e::i tablishing the i11dcpendcnce of the Re publ ic, and 
Cl'owds of men devotct.1 to England, had abanctoncd all tbey 
held in the now United States, in 0 1 d01· to li\·e under B1·iti,;h 
rnle. So far as sueh as these were concerned, the feel ing seems 
Lo have prnvailed that the ex isting Government of' Ca nada, did 
no t ex tend English L aw, and the eiv il law of Franco was dis
tastcl'n l to them. Indeed thcl'e was a dee p l'Ootecl cl istrnst ot' 
any other system than that of the moth cl' country. We believe 
lliat on tho whole this Act was just and politic. In the then 
condition of' tho roads, it would have been al most impossib le to 
have b!'ought membel'S to u commo11 H onse of .Assembly, 
ex1:ept in seaso n::; of th e year, when their pre:ience wa;-; indis
pensab eat home. ln 1791 it is estimated that in the period 
which had elapsed since the Conquest, the population of' Quebec 
bad 111ore than doubled. So fa r as tbe me1·cantile l'esource::i of 
the country went, they ,vere in the hands of tb ~ Engli ::;h 
Apeaking population . Tb e French Go\·ernmen t had been 
perl'eclly unacqqainted wiLb the ex tent of' trade whi ch sprang 
naiurally from tho European popula tion, and all its care and 
effort had been .Lbe dcvelopemen tof the traffic with the Indians. 
F01· then, as now, tho struggle lay betwPen the Hudson and 
the Saint ~ awl'enco, and the ques tion rea lly wa::i which route 
the t hen produce of the west, fnrs, wou ld fo llow. It was yea l's 
:1flcl' the chan,u;e of government thi}t tb e l<'rnnch Canadian 
tumed his thoughts in that direction, and as one note· the 
mar;iy wealthy F rench Canadian firms of t he prc ' ent day at 
,\1.ontrcal and Qu ebec, one wonders .that such E: houlcl have been 
the case. The act establishing Upper and L ower Canada, had thi s 
advanLago, that it limi ted the field of action to two communi
ties, which a.ltboug b kindred, were dissimilar, and as .M.l'. Pitt 
expressed himselt; he tr usted the divi sion would be made in 
tiUCb a manner as Lo give each a majori ty in their own par
ticular part, although it could not be expected to draw a com-. 

~loto lino of seimration .. 
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0111' bu inc, s li e with t he next t.wcnLy yc:u· of Lowc1· 
anndinn bi ·tol'y, nnd it. is to that. province we must on th is 

occ.1s io n turn. It has be II the r u tom with uninforn1 ed 
Wl'ilOl' , and flippant speaker ·, to Lhrow di ·c1·edit on the :senti
ments whiuh actu:llcd thu leatli11g polit.ica l men of GnrnL 
B1·it:1in towal'ds this coun try. ·with the cxteption of ono 
.·hol'Lcoming, whiuh took very many year to remedy, the 

tudont. 1·i ·es from the pernsal of the enl'ly history of th e 
Dominion wi t.h tho profounci impl'C' ·ion that, no care cou ld bo 
mol'o fo:tcring; no n:s&istnnco 11101·0 ready and generou · ; 110 
leg i ·lation more in nctordance with cil'eum ·tance; no pl'otec
tion more hivall'ou , and 110 affoction more untainted by 
insincerity than Lhnt which is found in the con nection between 
the mother country and tbe. e Provinces. 'rhe one omi. ion 
wa • tho negloet ofsoeial recognition of the lead ing men of the 
to1111 t1-y whe n in Lone.Ion. \Vi th Jo"· exceptions, and those by 
11 mean .· uot the mo:t happily cho: cn, tho Canadian politi cian 

n a mi;:; ·ion fl'om his Pl'odnt o Wll !!llowec.l in tho 1 mpel'inl 
'apilal, when his official Yi ·it tel'mini1led, to langui ·h in 

11111101.iced ob cul'ity at hi hotel. It wa L ol'd Lytton who 
<:han«cd t hi s unwi ·o /u1,ute1ir, and who ·ubslitnted the kindly 
ho ·1 italit.y whir h now dh:1tinguishc- lmpel'i!ll statesmen in 
their intorco11rc wit.h official men of' tho Ou tel' Bmpil'e. With 
:Iii Lhe tcachi1w:s tlel'ived from Lho l'Ovolted Province ·, whatever 
po liLi •al le:,: ·ou, wcl'0 conveyed, Lhc tru th t hat the day hnd 
tomo when the Impcl'iali ·t hould cease to lol'd it 0Yer Lhc 
P 1·ov incin l hacl never been generally nccoptcd. lt s no n-rocog-
111t1on in no mall degree, let! to I.ho Ameriean \Vur, for tho 
1·eal g l'icv:111 00:1 were all capable of' atlju;;lment, while tho public 
good scn:1e could ca ·ily have been made to understand that 
Georg~ tho 'l'hird, wa,; in l'Cality mtwh more of a. farmer than 
a tyl'ant, and that the pl'Oject. of I.he States, to i sue lo :1.11 

unlimited extent pape1· money, would ha·rn b1·ought ruin on 
thcil' country. 

'l'ho Lowe1· Cnnadian House of' A.s embly was to eonsi t of 
1ifty memben:. It. met. for the first time, on the 17th of 
Dcecm bor, 1 '792. 'fbe Legislative Council consisted of fi.fteeu 
memllel':1. 'l'hc Govemor General was Lord Dorchester; but 

ll 
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in his absence· Parliament was opened by hlajo1·-G·encrnl Aln1·C<.l 
Clarke. Perfect unanimity prevailed. 

The expenses of the civil government were £20,000 and 
the receipts somew hat under £ ,1,000, the deficiency being made 
up from the military chest. Thi ,; monetm-y deficiency con
tinued until 1808, when the r evenue had increasP.d to 11 carly 
£,.!1,000 currency, the expenditure amounting to something 
over £41,000 stm·ling. In the following yenr the rcvenne w:1s 
littl e short of £18,000 currency in exco~s of expenditure. 
During tho whole of thi:; period tho money, necessary to meet 
tho Provincial disbursemen ts, was found by Great .Britain. 

Lord Dorchester was succeeded by Gcnei·al Prescott. Con
cord prevailed everywhere. Every one extoll ed the excellent 
and happy gove1·nment under which they lived. The1·0 was no 
particularly uneharita,b]e zeal about tho :logmas of relig ion. 
Inter-marriages of Protestants and Catholic,; were not then 
fenced by conditions which no gentleman should accept. There 
was no French party, and the offon ive epithets, which appear 
so frequently in the pages of the C'anacl-ien, were not then cur
tent. The Govel'Oors hnd not in each case nourished roun·d 
them those ne~ts of office-hoklors, who exol'ciscd for so m:rny 
years, so deplorable nn influence on political life. 'l'o use the 
words of a modern hi storian "the ltli, t sun of the eig hteenth 
cent1iry that set upon Cana<la. left its people the happiest upon 
t.he cm·th, of all the sons of men it had that day shone upon.'' 

'fhe fast JJOliLica.l difficulty which arose to change this 
enviable condition can botrnced to theJcsuits' .Estates. Shortly 
ft.fter tho conquest the Ol'cler had been suppressed by a Papal 
Bull in 1773, when Clement XIV. decreed the total suppl'essiou 
oftho order. Previously to this date, however, in 1764, they 
had br.on banished from France and their propet·ty confiscated: 
:,:nd it was not to be supposed that un<le1· . such ci1 cumstanccs 
their presence would be tolerated in Canada. The British 
C'EOvernment, howe\·01·, behaved with gt·eat liberality. All that 
w11s exnctecl was that no new accession should be made to the 
order. The then members were allowed to die out, and iL was 
n@t unUl 1800, when the last of the body died, that tho Govern-
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mcnt look possession of their E ·lntcs. General Prescott was 
then in Bngland, and the Lcgi;;lnture was opened by Sir R. S. 
:i\'[il nes. 

It must l>e rccollccled that at thi,; Lime the civi l expenses 
were fat· from being met by revcnnc. :i\forcovct· in the preccd
iug year the Impel'inl Government ha<l made a loan to the 
Province fot· the purpo e of building the Law Courts in Mon
treal and Quebec, nntl. hence writing as we do di ·pnss ionatcl_r, 
seventy years after the event, th e pl'oceedings taken on this 
occasion seem remarkiLbly unwi c, and uttcl'l_r unwarranted on 
any gl'ound of 1·ight or expediency. A motion ,,·as made in 
As cmbly that the House do resolve itself into n committee to 
cons idc1· the most propc1· measures of obtaining •infot·mation 
concerning the rights and pretensions which the Province: 
may have upon the Jesuits' buildings. .llfr. Yotrng, of the 
Executive Coun ci l, immediately ro c and sai-1 that he was 
:1Uthol'i,-cd to inform the members that with the advice of the 
Executi,-e Council, His Majcst_r had a_sumed possess ion of the 
.Estate::: . The House, nevc1·thelcss, went into committee and 
ti n address was voted a ··king for copies of nil documents and 
official repo1·ts, pal'licularly a repol't of a Commi:;sion made 
June, 1789. On the address being presented the Governor 
answe1·ed that the property had boon taken by the Crown, and 
t haL ii' the Assembly deemed it acl1·isable to persist in thcii
i11vcsLigation he would allow access to all paper;:, but he left it 
to thcm::;clvcs to con»idcl', whcthc1· it was consistent with the 
i·e pcct 11·hich they hatl uniformly manifested to theSoYereign 
to l'ei teratc any application on the subject. The matter was 
postponed by gcnernl con cn t. But in the fo llowing year au 
ae;t wa. ill Lroducccl for the Corporation' of the Royal Institution 
for the adva11ccment of learning and for the establishment of 
l•'rcc Schools, enacting that a, siti tablc proportion of the lantls 
of the Crown should be set apart for the purpose_ It became 
law, but no appropriation was made. The Roman Catholic 
Clergy opposed it, and the very pl'oposition with some of the 
young French Canadian politicians entering public life wai. 
urged ns a r eproach agninst the Executive. 
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Misunderstandings now commenced to multiply. What 
i known us the" Gaol · net" led lo much ill feelin.", i11 which 
t11u English population must e,·er have mod ern critici m 
against them. The lending member:< of the mel'rnntile com
mnnity protested ngninst t,ho po]i('.y of the Legi Iaturc, whi('h 
hnd imposed n tariff on imported articles, a policy which un
dou btocl ly won Id find fa vol' lo day. The j)l'Opo i Lion of placing a 
provincial tax on land, which then clidclcd the community inlo 
pm·t,ics, would . cal'ccly n" w find n defender. Ano th or incident, 
of npparent,ly loss importance, but in reality which lnid aown 
n vel'y important pl'inci ple, oc·cur1·etl at tbi:; period. The 
A;,. cmbly asked fol' an increa ·o of the French 'l'ranslnto1·' • 
salary. The Lientc11nnt Governor ref'used to nccetle to the 
request as i t wa. made, nncl we arc sure cve1·y one with the 
lea. t consti tutional knowledge .will ·ny very wisely. Tho 
writers who record tho event do not t:ieem to recognize Lhe 
gl'ound of rof'nsnl, incleoc.l Lo bo puzzletl somewhat that so 
trifling n matter should cause unplea a11tncss. The Lieut. 
Governor answm·ed thu address Ly saying be must re ·i::;t n 
prcc:eclont, which might lead to injul'ious cont:ieq uence:i. Further , 
1111 alluded to Lho omis ion of' ob e1·vanc·e , which te11d to pre ·crve 
:\ due harmony between the Iloa e of Assembly and the other 
branches oft.he Logi:latnre. The fact. really h:, thaL if tho 
House of Assembly aloue, without lhll othe1· House, cou ld Yote 
that any 0110 salary be raiscc.1, it cou ld vote likewise the rcc.l11 c
tion of' any other salary, :me.I thus an official di slilc<,c.l li,r the 
majority would l>o at their mercy. The matter itself was un
clo11btedly trifling but Lho molle taken to urge it, was so oontl'ary 
to true parliamenlm·y u:,age, that it could not be accepted. 
The Assembly, however, seems to have had \·ery exalt ed ideas 
of' its own prh7 ileges, nnd it Lbo11ght that the best, way to vindicate 
them wa to enter 111lo a cru"ade against the Press. The 
(ending pirit on this occasion waf; Mr. P . Bedard, a man of 
abiliLy, and pos:c sing much in bis charactct· to exact respect, 
~ut disq ualifieJ fo r the part he assumed as the ad,ocaLe or 
what he called CoDsiitutionnl GornrnmenL. Ho seems to have 
boon out,irely ignon1~1t of those maxims wbich are now recog
nized by men of al l pnrtics. His doctl'ine may be set forth in 
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a phra e. The . upremaey of the House of Assembly with the 
side i :mo of a jnil for those who cri ticised it, ua eel on the 
assertion of its entfro ind ependence of the Governor General 
and th e Legislative Council. The e opinions soon found occu
:;ion tor practical ly sho,Ting their force, and tl,e parties who 
fu1·ni shed it we1·e the pnblisher of the Montreal Gazette, of the 
7t h .A pl'il , 1805, and the chairman of a public dinne1·, Afr. 
I aac 'l'oclcl. The former bad inserted the toa ts g iven by the 
latte1·, and the crime consisted in p1·oposing the health of " those 
r epresen tati\'es in parliament who haJ aJvocatecl a constitu
tional mode of t axa tion fo r uuilding gaols." 

" On the motion of Piene Bedard, Esq." the house voted 
this simple prot (';cd ing a fabc, candalou and malicious lil.Jc l, 
and t he deputy- ergcant of arm ~ proceeded to Montl"cal to take 
th e two r ecu ·ants in custody. The !alter could not bo found 
and so the matte 1· drnpped. 'rhe second attack was on Mr. 
Cn1-y, the proprietor of the Quebec Mercury. Until 1805 the 
pre:,;; rarely dealt with r eligious or political questions, and it 
was at this period the Quebec Ale1·cury appeared as a weekly 
p aper. It was the organ of the Go,·ernment House, not of the 
Governor himself, but of the clique of irresponsible office hold
ers, who managed 'to lay their g rasp upon power, and who 
fa tally directed the policy of tllis eountry, in tile tirst years of 
th iH century. We quite agrP.e with G:1rneau's view of the e 
gentry.* 

An y cha.nge to them, was fot· the wot·se. Judging things 
by thoi1· pre ·ent value, they were paid t.hreo fold what a mini!'.
ter of the C1·own or :t Judge now r eceives, and th e inromlls or 
many were increaseu by foes. 'l'hey formed it small society 
among them.·elvc,;, interchanging social patronage, and th ey 
affec·ted an exclusiveness with hauitual arrogance, unredeemed 
by little claim to merit. Side by sido with this affectation of 
pos ition, ran that foll blown fominino insolence, so frequently 
mistaken by the weak minds who indulge in i t, for high and 
dig nifi ed manners. " Jntolembiliits nibil est quctm{amiina dives," 
Jtl\·en:tl tells us. 'l'rnnslating dives by the words, with an 

•·•Lee FoncLfonnnlrcs publi cs * • qut se croynlcnt nu dc&sns <l'e1le , ta ChnmbrC') 
co m me le prot1\•1\lt lcur conduit ~. ct. lf"ur lnn,:rn:;c. Co ronl • • qul n ~outrlhn6 nu.x 
e v6ncmente politlques,qul ont cu lieu plus t.s r<I:" Onrncnu Vol. 11., p. 61. [Ed. 18.'l2 J , • 
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official husband-we may ndLl fortunately of' those days-we can 
make the application of lhc saying to those times. Certain ly 
in tl,is epoch oJ' Canadian hi;;tory, no litt le of t he political 
complication is nltributablc to the inloleral.,lo impertinence 
of th e wives of th e men who held otlice. 'fhis element of petty 
,iealomiics, of. mall heart burning , anti. ocial affoctation., threw 
i.ts poisonou tinge 0,01· moro important questions; and it con
t inued unt.il the establishment of responsible got·crnmenl. Th e 
fir. t shock against it came from Lord Durham. Ilis successor;; 
strangled the Uydl'a. 

'l'he Quebec Gazette, started wi th the view of su taining 
this clique, clil'ec:led its effort lo c1·catc what is call ed a British 
par ty. Judged by hi s professed c1·eetl, the F rench Canadian 
bm-1 always been purely British. Hi ' attempts have ever been 
-directed to claim his pl'ivilcgc as such . lt is be who r eminded 
Sir James Cl'aig, that these were nnt the days of the F rench 
fntendnnts . In all the difficn lLics with which he ha · had to 
:,trnggle, he has never boon tcmpto<l to threaten a southern 
c--0 nncc:l.ion as rin extrication from th em. Men, ho1vcvc1·, arc 
always ready lo catc:h nt ,,·ore! ;,, and in thi ;; case t he trap was 
baitr.<l with all that prejudice could snggc ·t. 1\fr . Cary, the 
-0ditoi· of the papc1·, inaugn1·ated mu ·h of the bitteme whi<.: h 
Hubsequcntly nro. e. The As.,cmbly, however, were not to be 
outdone, and on some journali stic cl'i tici m, 1111-. Berthelot, in 
his pince de ·lnrcd, tlrnL .Mr. Cary hncl pn.'snmed to interfere 
wi th the p1·oe:ectlings of the House. ~fr. Cary was taken into 

-<:-ustody and very hnmuly :ipologisctl. So he was allowed to 
1·et11rn to his voca tion.,. ln 1 06 the Ca11culien a.ppcal'Ctl. Tbe 
proprieto1·s claimed " la l-ibe1·te d'un ilnglais qui est a pre ·e11 t 
,:elle d'w, Cwwdien.'' While "?'ien de co11/1raire ci lu n liy-ion , cm:i; 
lionnes '/IICC1t1·s, OU a l'interet de l'etcit," could l.,c admitted. 'l'he 
q_uarrol accordingly was now ripe and r eatly; the lists were 
prepared, and it was evident to any one who looked· upon 
tho situation, that a . spark was only wanting to set thi s 
combustible mntter in a blflze. 

It was in this embarrassing position of affairs that Sir 
James Ci·aig anived in Canada. He landed 18th October, 
180'7. He wns then 57) ears of age, forty-two of which he had 



15 

passed in the army. He had seen service on Ibis continent, 
b:wing been prc»ent in the ac,tions of Saratoga, under the 
miserably incompetent., but gallant Burgoyne. He had bome 
a leading part in the capture of the Cupe or Good Hope; bo 
haJ sc1·ved fh·e years in India, anti subsequently commanded 
the Briti:,h Corps cl'Armee in the Mediterranean in 1805. No 
one conic! have brought a more brilliant military reputation to 
the country, and doubtless he was selected tor this Yery cansC', 
owing to tbe threatening a,spoct of our relations with the 
United States. His constitution, however, was thorough ly 
broken; but having before us bis age, it is bnrd to under
stand tho de. pondent tone in wbich he speaks of" the pres:,tu•c 
of disease acq1;1irecl in the sel'vice of my country." Hil:! 
death, seven months after bis retirement from Canada, only 
too well tell s the tnle of' shnttel'ed health, of a broken constitu• 
tion, and the unmistakeable prostration caused by hopeless 
malady. CI'a ig's first parliament was marked by no unn~ual 
event. Tbe House of Assembly passed a bill excluding judges 
from thei1· body, which the Legislative Council at once threw 
out, nncl the A~smnbly declared the seat of' l'dr. Hart, a. Hebrew, 
vacnnt, becnuse he was 11 Jew. In so acting, however, they 
mernly fo llowed the recognized intolerant doctrines of Lbo clay. 
Craig's nddl'c ,;cs from the throne were dictatorinl and wordy. 
J udged by any standard, they must nppe:11· highly impolitic. 
There is n. patel'nnl tone running through them, which must 
have been exceedingly unpnlatnlile to the young gentlemen of 
the Ccmadie11, who had been reading Blackstone :md De Lormc, 
and who were primed with the nxioms of constitu lioual 
go,7 el'nmont gathered in the study. ~o little oft.his coun cl 
\\'a:, couched in the form, men like the least ; that of telling 
those to whom it wns addressed, virtually that it was necessary 
to say these things. And wben we come lo cx:.m i □ e tho mean
ing of the goncrnli tics, they do not offer a. single prnctical sug
gestion. This misjndgecl tone wns the grcntcr el'ror, as tho 
utterances were made in the face of a r,·cnernl election when 
go,·crnments if wise, nre reticent. The Cwiaclien was now in 
fuil act.ivity. Its articles are temperate to n degree so far ns 
jts 1ioliticnl tone is considered. But undoubtedly the writers 
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lid thei r best to widen the cha m of diffol'cncc of race which it 
wns t he poli cy or the · offiC'o holder to suggc.,t. It is a;,ton ish
ing that tho wri ting- is so tame and common I lncc, and utter ly 
bewi lderi ng t hat it l:' hould c,·cl' hm·e subje ·tetl i ts au thol's to 
per ccution. !ll r. Uam eau t:<ay , sentcntiou,-. Jy '' l'apparit-ion de 
,;r:jonr11al marque l'ere de la liberte de lei pi·esse." To om· mind it 
mal'k · no poin t at a ll in t he historr of' t he counll'y, l>ut th e 
imbecility and inju tice of the Quebec Government cliquc.'1' Thu 
colnnlllS of tho paper contain essays on government, \\'ithout 
t he least powel', shewing tlrnt t heir authol'S but impcl'fcclly 
undOi"tood the q uestio nil thC'y tli ·cu,-.sed. AL the ;.ame ti me 
they were lnudall ly free from persona lity . W hat was written 
was put Lo paper with the de··ig n of con t l'olling the vote of the 
H ou~c of Assembly, :ind if Lbo leader .;; of the movement had 
known how to wield tho power they Cl'eated, Lhoy would have 
been f'o !'midau le. But it wa in thi poi n t Lb y foiled. Th 
lead ing men, althoug h posse. i,, ing abi lity, wer e ingu la l'ly 
dovoid of p rndence. T hey ~ccm never cleal' l_r to have under
stood tho tt·ne pO$iLio n of a llo u,e of As;,cmhly, i 11 any parli a
montal'y system, when even it pos:sc,;:cs tho 1110.· t ample of' 
l' ig hts and pri ,•il cge . Bordage and Bcdnl'cl wc1·e mc11 in no 
wa,r defic ient in power, but tbey wel'o a lway. rnady to p ush 
m at.tor: to extreme ; as if ignorant that politi c.,; is e:sential ly :i 

·· ciencc, the r ul ing principle of wh ic-b is often t hat; of com1 1·0-
mi:::e. A bove nil , they appeal' novcr to have t houg ht Lhat· i hc 
t l'lle Statesman :woid,; e,·ery cause of necd le:s ' il'rilation to an 
opponent. 'l'he groat fault of' the Canadien was to panclcJ' to 
t he clisco l'd of' t he hour. Wi t in its page: in no way ex i ·t ·; 
lrn t it knA\1· how lo touch t he chol'cl of jealous national suscep-

• T b tlrst number ,,r tho C,rn nd ien :illpenrerl on the 22011 Nov. 1S06. The Inst 
numlJl•r Is tla tct.1 tho J4ib Murch. 1 10. Allus un to this somewhat rnrc b~•nk , which ht In 
tbe P11 rlinmcn tnry Librurr ju tlllc•!I my nckuowleflcmt•nt of the v(•r_v uu,ny ,.nets nf kl clnt-s~ 
:,nd cunrto!)y l huvc ex11crienccd frow tbu Llbl·nrtun, Mr. Todd, ::rnd ::\ l r. Lnjoie, tho As 11 -
·t• nt Ltbr:1rlau. 

T he vol umo in quc:,tlon conL'l.tns 184 pRgcs, nnd it. is diftlcult tu fintl sncb f\D c:den t or 
:tr pe ,,i tb so Jttttc to 11rnk,• its pcrus:\I plcas:mt . tfom,. or the jeua; d't.sprit howe ver, ur<! 
not without olcguoco nod poin t. Many forcibly suggest tho pni;cs of Gr imm. T he fol· 
fo\r ln~ oplgrom ts t\ f:tvornblc spccfml!n, pcrbl\pS the beet in tbo volume: 

/1 UNI': D,IMI\ . 
Qui tanuit ·un cJde11, 11u,. Bt.8 oenou~. 

Groce h tol vologc beout6 
Malar6 Jeur pou clo rcssombloncc 
lfou• voyous la fi<l 61116 
Sur les gcuou,: de Muconstonco. 

V IGEE. 
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tibility. Thus we read-" Dcms le clictionnaire rni11isteriel: 
mauva-is sujet anti-ministeriel-democrat, sans-culotte et damne (sic) 
Ocmaclien veulent dire la mein~ c!tose." 

Any wise and pl'nclent ruler would bnvo ended the crh,is 
in a cl itfcront mode to Sit· James Craig. He would ha,e shown 
the French Canad ian that England i • no respecter of pcrilons, 
that the old and new subjects were equal in li e!' eye . Ho 
would have , nubbed lhe clique of insolent toaclie who were 
dcteiving him for their own ends; and as Lol'cl Durham diu 
later, he would have treated wit.h contempt the insolen t airs and 
underbrecl pretentiousne$S of the Government official women. 
In an evi l hour for himself, this most honest and worthy 
of' men acted otherwise. Listening to bio1 irresponsil.,le advisers 
he dismissed five prominen t French Canadian gentlemen fro1~ 
t he militia, on the ground of being proprietors of a seditious 
and lil.Jellous publicaiion. Only that the exception can be 
fo und in his own governmen t, no more arbitrary stretch of' 
power can be met in au_y country under Briti~h rnle. The ·o 
o·cn t lemen were Messrs. Pan ct, Bedard, Taschereau, Borgia aud 
Blanch ~t. When it is reco llected that t-his step was taken 
within eight mon ths after Crnig'.i arrival in Canada, we ran 
esiimato the extent of the passion which misrepl'esentation had 
instilled into bis mind. 

The new parliament met in April, 1809. The Governor'· 
i;peech was again unfol'tunate, more ospecinlly a tbe Legisla
t ul'c had been convoked on twenty-six days' notice only, 
Craig was decisive on the point of causele·s jealousies alld un
founded suspicions. The phrase was only too suggestive of 
implied r eproof, and the discontented turned to old subjects of 
discontent-, with more thau the old feeling of l'ancour. Of tho 

• ucw parliament, 14 were of British origin, and 36 .French Ca
nad ian tl, :t propo1·tion generally found at thi day. "c pl'e -ume 
that it is equally repl'eson tative of religion, making the reduc
tion of one from tho Prolo· tanb for the pel'secutccl l sraolile. 
The old bill for disqualifying Judges, .'l!1d anolhcl' for expelling 
t he Jew had been introduced, and Parliament, was in the mid
dle of its deliberations, when, in the S'cond we k of 3[::n·. 
,Qraio· went down in state and summoned U1• leo-islat.ur, 10 l;i • 

0 

C 
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J)resence and ns ··ent l to five bill of liLtle moment. In a 
speech, perhaps only to be equalled by that of Cromwell, he 
announced bis intention of dissolving t he A embly. H e to ld 
th em that in th e place of promoting harmony, they bad ,ya. tcd 
Lhcil' lime in frivo lous del,ate , and t hat they bad abused thci1· 
funct ions; that they ha<l neglected mattel's of nece ity; that 
they ha<l been in lernpernle am! hm.l acted detrimcntnlly to t he 
be t intel'e ls of the country . He than ked the Legisl:1 tiv0 
Coun cil for t heir unanimity, zeal anc umemitting attention ; 
and likewise uxtended bi thanks lo a consitl el'able pol'tion ot· 
the Hou o of As cmbly, and he talect that it was hi :; intention 
to call a new Provincia l Parliament. So extraordinary a di -
missal could not foil but to c1·enlc strong feeling , and to c:1u c 
impo1·Lm1t resul ts. 'fhc Cnn:1dian party, hi therto somewhat 
divided, were, by thi:; violent p1·oceeding, dri,en in to the uni Ly 
which bas kep t them together in ·ucb compact form to thi s 
hour, :1nd from which however suroly, in tbe present position 
of pm·tie , they are but slowly di ·integrating. The emer o·en
cies of modern politics are o ditrercnt to the senti men t that 
ha hi ther to led Lhem Lo sink minor diffurcnces, t hat they al'e 
now omcwhat resolving thomselvos into different spheres of 
opinion. That they have not hi therto done ·o, is grnat,ly 
owing to tho extrcmo conduct of C1·aig nt thi peri od, whi ch 
.led them to recognize the necessity of' an unswcl'ving pany 
allcgin11 ce. A new A,; ·c111bly wa elected more ho:;til e than 
over to tho Government. It met in Janna1·y, 1810. 'raig 
was somewhat more politic than before. Ho expl'e,;sed hi s 
r eadiness in His M:1jesty's n:1me to aE. enL to a bi ll making 
judges inelig ible for Parliament. But the Governor's un for tu
nate verbosity grated on the A. cmbly, and the fir:;t reso lu
tion carried, declared a ll interference with the functions of the 
H ouse a breach of privilege. The Hon;;e then p1·ocoocled to • 
take up the Civ il List, advancing tbe right to l'emodel and to. 
vole the supply, at the sam e time offering to metlt the whole cost 
of expend itme. .A cknowledging the beneficence of the mother 
cou~try, the Ilou. e of A scmbly expressed its readiness to
relieve her of future co t, and as in the Imperi:1I Parliament, 
to vote the estimate.-, and to impose the taxes necessary to 

{lefray them. 
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Hwa · in Lhesc c1·i e that the A embly hewed it ignol'
:mrc of'con ·t.itul.ional form. In toad of arrogant.ly claiming to 
monopoliz all powel' of action , it. efforts should ha\·e been 
dir c: t d tow.mis inducing the Lcgislat.ivc Council to partici. 
pate in a join t address. 

Opposition to this stop on the part of tho Council was to 
be fo 1·eseen, an oppo. iti n po ibly extending o,er three 01· 

four ycal',. Btil. c\·entually I.he ju tico of the claim would have 
cnl:'til d it ucccss. 'l'he Home Government never had but, 
one th ught towards 'anada. that of tabli hing a pro -
peron and happy community; and if occa~ion had exacted it , 
it, would ·pecially have sent a GoYernor delegated to con um
mate t hi policy. The imp1·a tical characte1· of the French 
Canadian I olitician of that day, interfered ,,·ith any ucb line 
of n lucl. When we judge the ·e men, by the light of their 
coun t ry men in the pre cut Dom inion Parliament, it seems 
unaccountable, they o ill understand the reform they could 
con tit u Lionally advocate. Lafontaine and Morin of the last 
g eoorntio 11, thorough ly knew the preci e policy to follow; and 
men like the late Si1· G. artiel', or l fr. Dorion, Mr. Langevin 
and 11fr. ;::i.uchon of the pre ent race of' politicians, could 
nevc1· commit tbe blWlder of ixty yeai·s ince. 

Tbe add1·e • wa voted and p1·e euted to the governor, re-
q u ting him to lay it before Hi Maj ty's Ministers for trans
mi l> ion to King, Lord and Common . But the Governor 
rnfu::,,ed to 1·eceive it, on the con titutio nal ground tbat all 
0·1·:m t ' of' money should, in the iii-st instance, come irt the form 
of,. r comm ndation from the Crown, and that although such 
grnnts orig inato in the Lo"·er Ilou e, they we1·e invalid with
out the vole of the other bl'an he of the Legi lnture. Ile 
furtbe1· pointed out that the cour was unu ual, indeed without 
precedent, for a single branch of tho legislature to addre in 
any form either of the Imperial Rouse of Parliament ; that 
Iri :Maje ty' • Mini ter were not the medium of communication 
wi th the Hou c of Commons; and that without the Royal 
command, it was beyond his duty to pince any such addre· s in 
thei1· hand fo r the purpo o named. Howe\Ter, as a testimony 
()f tho good intentions of His Canadian subject&, ho wouia 
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transmit the address lo the King, and he would do so, to shew 
bis sen e of their voluntary pledge and p1·omise to pay the 
civil exponclitu1·e of tho Province wi thout repugnance, bnt that 
Lhe step must not ue held as compliance with any uueonsti tu
Lional proceeding. 

But the Parliament was not to end in peace. __ :A J~i ll wm, 
intl'oduced making Judges incapable of sitting ·in the L owc1· 

'House. Sent to Lhc Upper House, a clause was adde 1 tbat it 
should take effect aflcl' the expiration of the present Parlia
ment. 'fhe House of A. sembly thel'efore declared J udgc 
DeBonne's 1,eat vacant. BuL Sir James Craig wa on hi,; side 
in no way to be outgeneralled, for he at once prorogued parlia
ment, and he informed the membel's that be had determined 
Rgaiu to appeal to the people. This top was taken on the 
26tb li'ebrm11·y, 1810. Wi th in twenty day another proceeding 
followed, so uncall ed for, so al'bitrary, so ma1·ked by folly, that 
every one concerned must partake of the disgrace with which 
history has Lamped the act.. ' rhi ,o was the seizul'e of the 
Ccma<lien. On the wananL of Chi!:lf Justice Sowel l, a pai·ty of 
:soldie1'i;, with a magi trate, entered the prin ting office of this 
paper on the 17th March, and seized the whole of t he type, 
presses and paper. The 11l'inter wa,o al so apprehended, and in 
two days afterwards threo mombel's of the Rouse of Assam bly, 
Mes rs. Bedard, Blanc:bet and Taschel'eau we1·e arrested at 
Quebec. Messrs. Laforce, Piene Papineau and Cor bei l, under 
went the same treatment at Montreal. 

On the 21st l\fat·ch, the Govet·no1· issued one of his extra· 
ordinary proclamations, a proof thaL the whole scheme was 
pre-determined. No one can doubt Sir J . Craig's honesty and 
excellence of chm·acter; and the only explanation possible to 
this extrnordinary proceeding is that the otl:lce-holder:; seeing 
that there was a chance of their position being assailed, had 
pcrsauded him that really some traitorous conspiracy did exi,,t. 
It is not impo. si ble tbat the desire existed of embroi ling the 
f mperial Government in the quarrels which they themselves bad 
oreatocl, the more fu·mly to a sure themselves againsL Provin
cial influence, and the better to i;ecme the positions they held. 
One fact is ce.1,·tain, no.thing in the columns of the Canaclien 
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wntTanloLl tho outrage. Thc1·e was no rebellion of any sort 
whatevo1-. The gentlemen implicated were certainly trouble
some members of Lhe House of Assembly, but we presume even 
, ' ir James Craig would som·cely r ecognize such a cause as tire 
r ea;;on for arre t . 

Sir J n.m es Craig mot his new Parliamen t on the 12th 
December. 'rhe priso nel's had been released excepting Mr . 
. Bedard , who declined to leave his prison and demanded a trial, 
~md it was evident hi detention would be the cause of difilcnlty. 
But the Governor, wit.hall his faults, was personally respected. 
He wa a bold, dashing soldier ; k indly in his relations with 
men; a gentleman. Like the theoretic Bishop of old he was 
g iven to hospitn.lity, which cannot be said of every Canadian 
Governo 1· Genernl, and of men too, much abler than Sir J. Craig, 
who e administration has yet to be written, and whose want of 
duty in this re pcct,-and there are those who recognize it as a 
duty,-is still unpardoned. The membei·s, too, recollected his 
fi rmness and cleterroinatioo, and bis unbooding character. 
And much a t hey disliked to renew the temporary act for the 
bctte1 p 1·e orvation of His hlaje~ty's government, the provisions 
of which had been strained to arrest Bedard and the others, 
when ent clown from the Upper House, they passed it. It is 
due to their patrioti m to be:w in mind the h·oublous times in 
which t hey acted, for it was then very evident that war with 
t he United Stnies must follow, and the Canadian of every race 
and creed bad thrown bis fortunes with Great Bri tain, to go 
thrnugh the g loriou three years wbich followed. 

This contingency had doubtless great influence on the 
policy of the Quebec Legi ·lature. Th01·e was, however, tho 
usual in terchange of mnnif'cstoes. The Governor commenced 
with the general advice be always seemed to t hink it his duty 
to offer. The Hou e of Assembly, fo llowed wi th the tone, 
which they took, as if' it were incumbent on them to resent it; 
whi le the Governor replied with tho same generalities with 
wh ich be had com menced, in every way, ill judged and otl'en
sive. The es ion, however, passed over quietly, if not with 
cordial ity, and the House was prorogued on the 21st March. 

But it was plain t hat the day of Sir James Craig was 
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passed. Pl'eviou,:; to the prorogaLion of .P:wliamen t, lrn had 
been in form ed that hi s request Lo be roloa eel from Lh e Govern
ment, owi ng Lo hi ' declining henllh had been accooclocl to. 
His last speech from the throne may be r ecogn ized as nn otlicial 
fal'owell. Hut he could not d i\·o ·t himself of his love of ser
monizing. He inculcated submission to lhe laws ; warn et.I Lhem 
againsl the attendant ev ils of' that pt·ospority on whi ch he con
g rat,u\at.cd the mombe1·s, t he evi l;; of' luxury and di ssipation. 
H o appealed to tho efl'ol'ts of religion, and the mag ist1·aey to 
coun leract their effects. Ile c:rnlioned his bearet" against e 11 Yy 
a.nd jealou y, and advoca.led the mutual intercourse of ki11dness 
and b(:l11cvolonce. ' ' I am earnest in this advice, gentlemen," 
ho cont inued, "It is probably t he la t legacy of a vel'y sin cel'e 
well-wishcl'," and he proceeded to trace tho condition of the 
united people he was leav ing, more in acco1·danc:o with his ow n 
honc~t illusio11s, than with the r eal condition of tbe Province. 
Sir Jamos Cl'nig loft Canada. in June, 1811. Re died in England, 
January, 1812. 

Jt is Romewha t difficult to analyze a co.nplex charac:tor 
like tha t of' Sil' Jame Cra ig, and while con~lcmning no small 
part of his administration, in it. elf generally lhe true criterion 
of worth, to SJ)eak of the man with respect and reverence. 
Garneau intl'Oducesihim as '' administrateurfcinta8tique et borne," 
and we cannot deny that there is some wa!'l'ant for the epithet. 
C1·aig most cel'lainly was ignorant of tho true principles of 
Colonial Government as we understand them to-clay. But in 
thi s respect, he was no worse than his entourcige, or his oppon
ents. He difforncl, however , from most of the men about him, 
in t his, that his policywas a matter of faith, and that his t ru th 
was genuine and deep. lndeecl it bas never even been ques
tioned. His nature was singularly straightforward and honest, 
nnd untainted with one ignoble motive. Even t he most one 
sided of French Canadian bistot·i ans, te ll s us " il n'avai t pct,S au 
fond 11,n mauvciis crour," and the proof of tho estimation in 
which be was held as a soldier and a leader , and ,1s one to be 
followed and tntstecl, is found in the conduct of the French 
Canadians themselves, who in that time of trial nobly answer ed 
to the call of patriotism and duty, and fill ed the r anks of the 
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mililh~ when the nppeal fo1· enrolment was matle. The chance 
of wnr with the Un ited States lay before the Province, but 110 

one doubted the nbili ty or experience of Cmig to meet the 
c1·1 1::i . Thus in f<pito of his un fort una te self-asser tion, the high 
q ualitie of a generous nature, eve r on the surface, gained for 
him :10 univer nl feel ing of respect . 

.,, T he British population had been taught to bC:1lievc that he 
wa the champion of theit· nationali ty, and Uiei1· devotion was 
without lim it. lt i • to those he failed to conciliate that we 
mu t look fo 1· the less enthu ia ·tic judgment of bis measures 
and policy, 1111d the la tter will find a · li t tl e favo1· with all lovers 
of good government at th i::i advanced period of tho century, as 
when in the fir:;t t!ecadc they were ceo ·unid by a vote of tbe 
.As:;cmuly. No one, however, bas impug ned the sincel'ity, tbe 
paLl'ioti:,m, the co1ffic:tion by which they were dictated. It has 
DC \ ' 1· Licon even hinted that he actet! othen vi ·e than from a 
sen ·e of rig ht. But he laboretl und er the misfot·tune of having 
adviset·s interested in the perpetuation of the abuses which 
were ns::in.iled, and of bci:1g opposed by politicians in the very 
infancy of' the knowledge of statesmanship, who, however right 
they started in their de it·e for ch:tnge, invariably permitted 
themselves lo bo placed in Lhe wrong. Crnig committed great 
lhu lts, bm he pos o~scd great qualities. The prompting motive 
of his life was duty. And yet it is lo such a chal'nctel' that an 
0b ·cu1·0 unknown personage, on a rude, half legible coin, has 
appl ied tho reproach of being " Ve:wtor Cwiciclien is," to be 
rnm mbercd so long ns N umismati<; · remn.in a science. 'fhe 
perpetrator li Ltle fore nw the immor tali tJ he wn conveying , 
and t he exlenL to which the challonge wou ld bo answered. For 
we believe, tha t when t he history of Canada comes to be writ
ten, ru· the du ty ha yet to be perf'c)l'lned by men free from 
prejudice, and removed from the nctivc influence which bewil
der and pct·ver t j1tdgment, Craig, with all his error, will stand 
fo rlh n • no nn plea ·ing portrait. llis will be held to bo a char
ncto1· which many would do well to imltnte,-in his generosity, 
.bis honesty, hi co Ut·nge and his genLleness,-we 11 e the word 
advisedly. While they avoid the errors, and blemi. hes of his 
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administr::ition, most of which sprang, not from want of prin
ciple, 01· from an ill balanced and weak mind , but from want of 
oxporionce, want of polilic:a.l lrnowloclge, and above all, from 
l,oiug t luown amid unpl"incipled, interested and i1Tcsponsib le 
advi....,ers. 
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