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P O L IT IC A LON A  C A N A D IA N  
COIN.

A FEW  W ORDS

BY WILLIAM KINGSFORD, ESQUIRE.

[N TIL the last few years, a coin of uncouth execu
tion, was frequently seen in the old city of Que
bec and its neighbourhood. Elsewhere it was sel
dom found, so seldom as to suggest that its appear

ance was fortuitous ; whereas in the former political Capital 
of Lower Canada, so many examples were current in the 
strange congeries of copper coin, which the market women 
accepted as genuine, that the inference may be drawn, that 
it owes its origin to that city, and that it is there that it was 
minted. It is of copper, and of the rudest execution, and 
there are three varieties known of it.* A t the first glance 
nothing in a limited way is more enigmatical than the 
legend. On the obverse we find a profile bust left, with the 
various readings, Vexator Canadin sis, Vexator Canadicnsis 
and Vexator Canadensis. On the reverse, a female figure.

•  I t  is catalogued by Mr. Sandham in his useful book, under the head, ** C a n a d a , N o s .  6,
4. and 7, Page 21.
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possibly dancing, with the words, “Renunter Viscape” or 
“ Renunillus Viscape." Many collectors have endeavored to 
penetrate its origin, and to trace it home to its creators, 
hitherto without success. Dated 1811, it is feared that there 
is now little chance of doing so. Nevertheless the date and 
legend suggest its meaning and design. The obverse is 
easily read. “ The torment—the pest of Canada.” The 
reverse equally offers a solution. Turning the two v’s into O 
as indeed they appear to be, and subjecting the letters to  
true orthographic division we have Non illos Vis Cafe re, 
a sort of questionable translation of “ Don’t you wish you 
may catch them ?”

The second reverse, Non ter vis Capere, can be read as 
“ Would you not like to catch them over again ?" may be 
the first design incorrectly carried out; or it may possess some 
local allusion or some political significance now lost.

The date takes us back to the days of Sir James Craig, 
who left Canada in June 1811, and whose government, was 
one of the most stormy which Canada has experienced. 
The period in question may be described as the infancy ■of 
all political knowledge, and viewed from the standing 
point of our clear and constitutional theories of the political 
rights and responsibilities of each branch of the Legislatme, 
it may be regarded, as utterly destitute of every example a^d 
every precedent admitted and followed by the modem states
man. The men of that day, with honest theories of right, 
and really desirous of establishing liberal institutions, seetn to 
have been utterly ignorant of all the checks and safeguards, 
which must arise in any system of government—from its very 
artificial character. There cannot be a doubt that the com
plications which then arose seriously delayed the establish
ment of a representative responsible Executive, and that in
stead of that political condition being materially and easily 
evolved from the existing order of things, when, it did come, 
it was to no little extent the result of force, and of bitter
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3AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

dissatisfaction which yet leave behind some of their old 
difficulty.

A  military despotism succeeded the conquest, and the 
treaty of Peace in 1763. It was not a form of government 
displeasing to the new subjects, as the French Canadians 
Were called. For they had strong military tastes, having 
lived in a chronic state of war. Moreover the British 
Government paid in silver dollars for every service rendered 
and for every article supplied, in contra-distinction to the 
paper money which the French Government had long issued. 
There was nevertheless a numerous departure to France of 
men, of high birth and in prominent positions, and those wlu* 
remained behind seem determined to have made up their 
minds to make the best of it, and from that day to this the loyal
ty  to Great Britain of the French Canadian has been geriuine 
and undoubted. There was however no little blundering 
On the part of the British authorities,especially in the appoint
ment of the new officials. The Chief J ustice was one Gregory 
Who was taken out of prison in order to be sent here. The 
£aw : officers were without qualification, and as a rule igno-

? Canada was divided into Departments, indeed the military 
OtbmOnt was so strong that in a country to be subjected to 
British' institutions, the system could not long be tolerated 
Without the Barrack gate of the Garrison, where discipline 
exacted it. The Quebec act of 1774 was accordingly pass
ed—it was very unpopular in England,—and was specially 
petitioned against by the Corporation of London, while the 
present'United States, ripe for separation, then, as now, utterly 
Incapable of understanding the political and national senti
ment of this country—declared, that the Dominion * of 
Chnada is to be so extended, modelled and governed, or that 
by being disunited from us [the United States] detached

* It n a curious Cun that the title ■>f a C ::itjr>- back has been re-created as the permanent desig
nation of British America.

rant of French.
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from our interests by civil as well as religious prejudices that 
by their numbers swelling with Catholic emigrants from 
Europe, and by their devotion to an administration so 
friendly to their religion they might become formidable to us, 
and on occasion be fit instruments in the hands of power, to 
reduce the ancient, free protestant colonies to the same state of 
slavery with themselves. The Quebec act, established a 
Council of not more than twenty-three or less than seventeen, 
to enact ordinances for good government—but without power 
to make assessment for taxes other than the inhabitants 
themselves would impose for municipal purposes. The or
dinances were to be passed between the 1st of January and 
the first of May. The financial law of England was establish
ed, otherwise the ancient laws of Canada were maintained. 
The exercise of the Roman Catholic religion was declared 
free, and with the exception of the Jesuits, who had been 
suppressed at the period of the conquest, no community was 
interfered with. This state of affairs continued to the close 
of 1791.

There seems little doubt but that the Constitutional Act, as 
the Act of 1791, is called, in contradistinction to that of 1774, 
which is always spoken of as the Quebec Act, there seems 
little doubt but that this act, seperating the two Canadas 
was dictated by the desire of conciliating the U. E. Loyalists. 
In the interval, the American Revolution had passed through 
Its full phase of establishing the independence of the Repub
lic, and crowds of men devoted to England, had abandoned 
all they held in the now United States, in order still to live 
under British rule. So far as such as these were concerned 
the feeling seems to have prevailed that the existing Govern
ment of Canada, did not extend English Law, and the civil 
law of France was distasteful to them. Indeed there was a 
deep rooted distrust of any other system than that of the 
Mother Country. We believe that on the whole this act was 
even and politic. In the then condition^of the roads, it would
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have been almost impossible to have brought members to a 
a common House of Assembly, except in seasons of the 
year, when their presence was indispensible at home. In 
1791 it is estimated that in the interval which had elapsed 
since the Conquest, the population of Quebec had more than 
doubled. So far as the mercantile resources of the Country 
went, they were in the hands of the English speaking popu
lation. The French Government had been perfectly unac
quainted with the resources of trade which sprang naturally 
from the European population, and all its care and effort 
had been the developement of the traffic with the Indians. 
For then, as now, the struggle lay between the Hudson and 
the Saint Lawrence, and the question really was which route 
the then produce of the west furs, would follow. It was years 
after the change of government that the French Canadian 
turned his thoughts in that direction, and as one notes the 
many wealthy French Canadian persons of the present day 
at Montreal and Quebec, one wonders that such should have 
been the case. The act establishing Upper and Lower 
Canada, had this advantage, that it limited the field of 
action to two communities, which although kindred, were 
dissimilar, and as Mr. Pitt expressed himself, he trusted 
tiie division would be made in such a manner as to give each 
a majority in their own particular part, although it could not 
be expected to draw a complete line of separation.

Our business lies with the next twenty years of Lower 
Canadian history, and it is to that province we must on this 
occasion turn. It has been the custom with uninformed 
writers, and flippant speakers, to throw discredit on the 
sentiments which actuated the leading political men of 
Great Britain towards this country. With the exception of 
one shortcoming, which in the right time we will mention, 
the student rises from the perusal of the early history of the 
Dominion with the profound impression that no care could 
be more fostering; no assistance more ready and generous;
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN6

no legislation more in accordance with circumstance; no pro
tection more chivalrous, and no affection less untairi-• 
ted by insincerity than that which is found in the connection 
between the Mother Country and these Provinces. The one 
omission was the neglect of social recognition of the leading' 
men of the country when in London. With some few' ex
ceptions, and those by no means not the most happily chosen, 
the Canadian politician on a mission from his Province was 
allowed in the Imperial Capital, when his official visit ter
minated, to languish in unnoticed obscurity at his hotel, i t  
was Lord Lytton who changed this unwise hauteur, and 
who substituted the kindly hospitality which now distin
guishes Imperial statesmen in their intercourse with official 
men of the outer Empire. With all the teachings derived 
from the revolted Provinces, whatever political lessons 
were conveyed, the truth that the day had come when the 
Imperialist should cease to lord it over the Provincial had 
never been generally accepted. Its non-recognition in no 
small degree, led to the American War, for the real grievan
ces were all capable of adjustment, while the public good sense 
could easily have been made to understand that George the 
yhird, was in reality much more of a farmer than a tyrant, 
and that the project of the States to issue to an unlimited 
extent paper money would have brought ruin to their 
country.

The Lower Canadian House of Assembly was to consist 
of fifty members, and meet for the first time, on the 17th o? 
December, 1792. The Legislative Council consisted of 
•fifteen members. The Governor General was Lord Dorches
ter ; but in his absence Parliament was opened by Major 
General Alured Clarke. The greatest unanimity prevailed1.

The expenses of the civil government were £ 20.000 ana 
the receipts somewhat under £ 4000, the deficiency being 
made up from the military chest. This monetary deficiency 
continued until 1808, when the revenue had increased to
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nearly ;641,000 currency, the expenditure amounting to 
something over ,641,000 sterling; In the following year the 
revenue was little short of £  18,000 currency in excess of ex• 
penditure. During the whole of this period the money 
necessary to meet the Provincial disbursements was found 
by Great Britain.

Lord Dorchester was succeeded by General Prescott 
Concord prevailed everywhere. Everyone extolled the ex
cellent and happy government under which they lived. There 

, was no particular uncharitable zeal about the dogmas of reli
gion. Inter-marriage of Protestants and Catholics were not 
then fenced by conditions which no gentleman can except. 
There was no French party, and the offensive epithets, 
which appear so frequently in the pages of the Canadian, 
were not then current. The Governors had not in each 

. case nourished round them those nests of office-holders, who 
exercised for so many years, so deplorable an influence on po- 
lical life. To use the words of a modern historian “ the last 
sun of the eighteenth century that set upon Canada left its 

. people the happiest upon the earth; of all the sons of men it 
had that day shone upon.”

The first political difficulty which arose to change this 
blissful condition can be traced to the J esuits Estates. Short

l y  after the conquest the order had been suppressed by a 
Papal Bull in 1773, when Clement XIV. decreed the total 
suppression of the order. Previously to this date, however, 
in 1764, they had been banished from France and their pro
perty confiscated. And it was not to be supposed that 
under such circumstances their presence would be tolerated 
in Canada. The British Government, however, behaved with 
;great liberality, all that was exacted was that no new acces
sion should be made to the order. The then members 
were allowed to die out, and it was not until 1800, 
When the last of the body died, that the Government 
took possession of their Estates. General Prescott was

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



then in England, and the Legislature was opened by Sir 
R. S. Milnes.

It must be recollected that at this time the civil expenses 
were far from being met by revenue. Moreover in the prece
ding year the imperial Government had made a loan to the 
province for the purpose of building the Law Courts in 
Montreal and Quebec, and hence writing as we do dispas
sionately, seventy years after the event, the proceedings 
taken on this occasion seem remarkably unwise, and utterly 
unwarranted on any ground of right or expediency. A mo
tion was made in the assembly that the House do resolve 
itself into a Committee to consider the most proper measures 
of obtaining information concerning the rights and preten
sions which the Province may have upon the Jesuits’ build
ings. Mr. Young of the Executive Council immediately 
rose and said that he was authorized to inform the members, 
that with the advice of the Executive Council, His Majesty 
had assumed possession of the Estates. The House, never
theless, went into Committee and an address was voted asking 
for copies of all documents and official reports, particularly 
a report of a Commission made in J une, 1789. On the address 
being presented the Governor answered that the property had 
been taken by the Crown, and that if the Assembly deemed it 
advisable to persist in their investigation he would allow 
access to all papers, but he left it to themselves to consider, 
whether it was consistent with the respect which they had 
uniformly manifested to their Sovereign to reiterate any 
application on the subject. The matter was postponed by 
general consent. But in the following year an act was in
troduced for the Corporation of the Royal Institution for 
the advancement of learning and for the establishment of 
free Schools, enacting that a suitable proportion of the lands 
of the Crown should be set apart for the purpose. It became 
law, but no appropriation was made. The Roman Catholic 
Clergy opposed it, and the very proposition with some of the

8 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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young French Canadian politicians entering public life was 
urged as a reproach against the Executive.

Misunderstandings now commenced to multiply. What 
is known as the “ gaols act ” led to much ill feeling, in which 
the English population must ever have modem criticism 
against them. The leading members of the mercantile com
munity protested against the policy of the Legislature, which 
had laid down a tariff on imported articles, a' policy which 
undoubtedly would find favor to day. The proposition of 
placing a provincial tax on land which then divided the com
munity into parties would scarcely now find a defender. Ano
ther incident of apparently more importance, but in reality 
which laid down a very important principle occurred at this 
period. The Assembly asked for an increase of the French 
Translator’s salary. The Lieutenant Governor refused to 
accede to the request as it was made, and we are sure every 
onewiththe least constitutional knowledge will say very wisely. 
The writers who record the event do not seem to recognize 
the ground of repeal, indeed to be puzzled somewhat that 
so trifling a matter should cause unpleasantness. The Lieut 
Governor answer the address by saying he must resist a 
precedent, which might lead to injurious consequences, fur
ther alluding to the omission of observances which tend 
to preserve a due harmony between the Executive House 
and the other branches of the Legislature. The fact really 
is, that if the House of Assembly alone, without the other 
House, could vote that any one salary be raised, it could 
vote likewise the reduction of any other salary, and thus an 
official disliked by the majority would be at their mercy. 
The matter itself was undoubtedly trifling but the mode 
taken to urge it, was so contrary to true parliamentary usage, 
that it could not be accepted. The assembly, however, seem 
to have had very exalted ideas of its prerogatives, and it 
thought that the best way to apprise them was to enter into 
a  crusade against the Press. The leading spirit on this oc
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casion was M. P. Bedard, a man of ability, and possessing 
much in his character to exact respect, but disqualified for 
the part he assumed as the advocate of what he called 
Constitutional Government He seems to have been entirely 
ignorant of those maxims which are now recognized by 
men of all parties. His doctrine may be set forth in a  
phrase. The supremacy of the House of Assembly with 
the side issue of a jail for those who criticised it, based on 
the assertion of its entire independance of the Governor 
General• and the Legislative Council. These opinions soon 
found occasion for practically showing their force and the 
parties who furnished it were the publisher of the Montreal 
Gazette, of the 7th April, 1805, and the chairman of a public 
diqner, Mr. Isaac Todd. The former had inserted the toasts 
given by the latter, and the crime consisted in proposing the 
health of those representatives in parliament who had advo
cated a constitutional mode of taxation for building gaols.

“ On the motion of Pierre Bedard, Esq.” the house voted 
this simple proceeding a false, scandalous and malicious 
libel, and the deputy sergeant of arms proceeded to Montreal 
to take the two recusants in custody. The latter could not 
be found and so the matter dropped. The second attack 
was on Mr. Cary, the proprietor of the Quebec Mercury. 
Until 1805 the press rarely dealt with religious or political 
questions, and it was at this period the Quebec Mercury ap
peared as a weekly paper. It was the organ of Government 
House, not of the Governor himself, but of the clique of irre
sponsible office holders, who managed to lay their grasp 
upon power, and who fatally directed the policy of this 
countiy, in the first years of this century. We quite agree 
with Gameau’s view of these gentry.*

Any change to them, was for the worse. Judging things

*" Les Fonctionnaires public* * * qui ce croyaient au dessus d’elle, [la Chambre] comme le 
rusiquaient leur conduite, et leur langage. Ce cual * * que a Contribue aua événement* 
politiques qui ont eu lieu plus tard.”
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by  their present value, they were paid three fold what a 
minister of the Crown or a judge now receives, and the in
come of many were increased by fees. They formed a small 
society among themselves, interchanging social patronage, 
and they affected an exclusiveness with habitual arrogance, 
unredeemed by little claim to merit. Side by side with 
this appellation of position, ran that full blown feminine inso
lence, so frequently mistaken by the weak minds, who 
indulge in it, for high and dignified manners. " Intolerabilices 
nibil est quam fetmina divas,” Juvenal tells us. Translating 
divas by the words, with an official husband, we can make 
the application of the saying to these terms. Certainly in 
this epoch of Canadian history no little of the political com
plication was attributed to the intolerable impertenance of 
tiie wives of the men who held office. This element of petty 
jealousies of a small heart burning and social affectations, 
threw its poisonous tinge over more important questions ; and 
it continued until the establishment of responsible govern
ment. The first shock against it came from Lord Durham. 
His successors strangled the Hydra.

To be Continued.
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WHY THE ANCIENTS HAD NO PRINTED 
BOOKS.

{From BlmtkiwMxTl M agazine.)

HAT was the reason that the Greeks and Romans 
had not the advantage of printed books ? The 
answer will be, from 99 persons in 100—because 
the mystery of printing was not then discovered. 

But this is altogether a mistake. The secret of printing 
must have been discovered many thousand of times before 
it was used, or could be used. The inventive powers of man 
are divine; and alsohis stupidity isdivine—asCowper so pl'ay-
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fully illustrates in the slow devolpment of the sofa through 
successive generations of immortal dulness. It took centu
ries of blockheads to raise a joint stool into a chair, and it re
quired something like a miracle of genius, in the estimate of 
elder generations, to reveal the possibility of lengthening a 
chair into a chaise longue, or a sofa. Yes, these were inventions 
that cost mighty throes of intellectual power. But still, as 
respects printing, admirable as is the stupidity of man, it 
was really not quite equal to the task of evading an object 
which stared him in the face with so broad a gaze. It did 
not require an Athenian intellect to read the main secret 
of printing in many scores of processes which the ordinary 
uses of life were daily repeating. To say nothing of analo
gous artifices amongst various mechanic artisians, all that is 
essential in printing must have been known to every nation 
that strqck coins and medals. Not, therefore, any want of 
a printing art—that is, of an art for multiplying impres
sions—but the want of a cheap material for receiving such 
impressions, was the obstacle to an introduction of printed 
books even as early as Pisistratus. The ancients did apply 
printing to records of silver and gold, to marble, and many 
other substances cheaper than gold and silver, they did not, 
since each monument required a separate effort of inscription. 
Simply this defect it was of a cheap material for receiving 
impresses, which froze in its very fountains the early resour
ces of printing. Some years ago, this view of the case was 
luminously expounded by Dr. Whately, the present Arch
bishop of Dublin, and with the merit, I believe, of having 
first suggested it. Since then, this theory has received in
direct confirmation

12 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

— Casts in plaster first invented in Florence by Verichio, 
1470.

— Canals in modern style first made in Europe in Italy, 
1481.
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A  V IS IT  FROM T H E  O L D E ST  IN H A B IT A N T .

BY STANLEY C. BAGG.
( Nmna.)

E evening, while musing on the changed appear
ance of Montreal, I conjured up pictures of the 
past with great rapidity. There stood before 
me, as in days of yore, the old Market opposite 

my father’s Counting House, in the centre of what is now 
called Custom House Square. The ancient Palace of the 
French Intendants in St. Jean Baptiste Street, within 
whose venerable walls I attended a course of law lectures. 
The old pump in Notre Dame Street, where the townsfolk 
came to fill their buckets. And the “ Haunted House” on the 
declivity of the mountain, near the McTavish Monument, 
with its marvellous legend that every attempt to complete 
the building had been frustrated by some mysterious agency, 
unaccountable noises being heard therein, heavy blocks of 
masonry displaced therefrom, and the tools of the work
men thrown about in the wildest confusion! But my 
reverie was interrupted by the apparition of an aged man 
clad in a suit of grey Canadian cloth, with a red sash around 
his waist. He bowed, wiped his moccasins on the door 
mat, took of his blue worsted cap, stuck his mittens in his 
sash, knocked the ashes out of his short clay pipe, and put
ting it in the hood of his overcoat, addressed me in French, 
saying :— “ My time is short, but if agreeable, I will tell you 
of Montreal as it was ?” I accepted his offer with many 
thanks, and sitting down he at once commenced, “ Although 
I claim not kindred with the Wandering Jew, I have attained 
a great age and have visited many lands, yet I know not any 
city that has altered so much as Montreal. Nearly all the 
old landmarks are gone, and if your Antiquarian Society 
does not bestir itself I fear very few monuments of the early 
history of the place will be left. But to my story,— I shall
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not touch upon the pre-historic annals of the island, but 
will notice, in passing, the three famous Frenchmen who 
visited it before the foundation of the city.

In the Autum of 1535, Cartier sailed up from Quebec, 
anchored his boats at the foot of the current, and walked 
towards Hochelaga. The way was pleasant, the country 
beautiful, and the oak trees along the route were as fine as 
any in France. Where the brook crosses McGill College 
grounds he was met by a deputation of the aborigines, 
afterwards he came into the presence of their king, was con
ducted through cornfields to the town, and subsequently 
ascended the mountain. Cartier’s description of the locality, 
taken in connection with the statement of the missionaries, 
and the discovery of Indian Antiquities, place the town of 
Hochelaga on the space between Mansfield Street to a 
little west of Metcalfe Street in one direction, and in the 
other from a little south of Burnside Place, to within sixty 
yards of Sherbrooke Street In this area several skeletons, 
hundreds of old fire places, indications of huts, bones of 
wild animals, pottery, and implements of stone and bone 
have been found. Champlain repaired to the vicinity of 
Hochelaga in 1611, and cleared the triangular piece of land 
at the junction of the rivulet St. Pierre with the River St. 
Lawrence, subsequently called Pointe-a-Calli6re, for the 
purpose of erecting an Indian trading post.

Maissoneuve landed at the same place in the spring of 
1642. The rivulet was bordered by a meadow, and beyond 
rose the forest w׳ith its vanguard of scattered trees, the 
birds flitted among the boughs, and early spring flowers 
were blooming in the young grass. There was a time when 
Montreal was surrounded by a wall, flanked with redoubts. 
The batteries on the Citadel, (Dalhousie Square,) commanded 
the streets, and the ramparts were a favorite promenade. 
A sallyport opposite the Italian Bridge, which connected 
Pointe־a-Calli6re with the town, Market Gate, St. Maty’s
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Gate, Water Gate, another sallyport, and Barrack Gate, were 
the entrances to the town on the river side. There was a 
gate on St. Mary Street, near Lacroix Street, and another 
on Notre Dame Street, near McGill Street St. Laurent 
gate and a sally port leading to Pont Royal, were the only 
entrances at the back of the town. The principal buildings 
were constructed of stone, roofed with tin, and secured by 
iron shutters.

The objects of interest were :—in St. James Street, the 
Powder Magazine ;—in Notre Dame Street, the Fur Traders' 
Palace, or Le Vieux Chateau, built one hundred and 
seventy years ago, by Governor de Ramezay, chosen after 
the conquest for the residence of the British Governor, 
and now the Jacques Cartier Normal School house. 
The Jesuits Convent and Church ; the Congregational Nun
nery ; the old French Parish Church, encroaching on the 
Place d’Armes; the Seminary ; the Post Office ; the Court 
House and Ja il; and the Recollet Convent and Church, used 
at certain hours, for the Anglican service;—in St. Paul Street, 
the old Market; the Hotel Dieu Nunnery ; the Palace of 
Governor Vaudrieul; the Bonsecours Church, still standing, 
the foundation of which was laid in 1658, and the Custom 
House, near Water gate. Outside the walls at Pointe-a-Cal- 
Ii6re were several buildings, including the Hospital General, 
and the wharf at the Pointe was called Quai de Franchere. 
In the centre of Craig Street, ran a creek containing suffi
cient water at certain seasons to permit voyageurs en route 
for Lachine, to start in their canoes from the corner of S t 
Lawrence Street. In rear of the Citadel there was a pond, 
further westward Gallows green, then a swamp, and at the 
comer of St. Lawrence Street a water mill, the wheel of 
which was turned by a stream that came down one side of 
S t  Lawrence Street. The Country residence of the French 
Governors was at Pres de Ville ; the Friars are the present 
occupants of the property. There were two Windmills near
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the town ; one stood in a field opposite Durham House, 
(the oldest residence in St. Lawrence Street, above Sher
brooke,) the other, now called the Morgue, stands on Wind
mill Point Where St. Urbain and Ontario Streets intersects, 
was a ravine, the banks on either side were high, and the 
place was called la Cavi* des Casse tetes, because the Indians 
tomahawked their infirm in i t  On the mountain side 
stood the Chateau des Seigneurs. It was surrounded by a 
wall pierced for musketry, and the gate was flanked with 
towers, precautions at the time considered necessary to resist 
Indian attacks. The towers and part of the walls remain, 
but the Chateau has disappeared.” Here the narrator 
abruptly stopped, he had also disappeared ! His exit was 
as mysterious as his entrance.

16 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

TH E HARBOR OF MONTREAL IN 1818, AND 
IN 1872.

BY T. S. BROWN.

CAME to Montreal, on the 28th day of May, 
1818, in a Batteau from Laprarie—no steamer 
had made the trip at the time—and landed on 
a sloping rough beach, exactly where the pier 

next below the Custom House runs out to the Island wharf, 
and St. Lambert Ferry. What is now the Island wharf 
was then a rocky Island separated from the main land by a 
Channel about one hundred feet wide. On my left was a 
small brook called the “ Creek,” being the discharge of a 
wide open ditch, that ran from the Champ de Mars, 
through Craig Street, round to Inspector Street, and then 
down Commissioners Street to a stone bridge, crossing at the 
bottom of St. Francois Xavier Street. P'rom this till near 
the river it ran between the wall of a rough stone building, 
on the site of the present Custom House, and another wall
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that supported Commissioners Street Above the brook a low 
narrow wooden wharf ran to Port Street, Common Street 
being supported by a wooden revetment, with gaps for sloping 
roadway to the river. All beyond Port Street was the natural 
Bank, the same as in front of country villages, except a 
small wharf opposite the north end of Youville Street, at 
which point, then called Pointe a Blondeau, there was a 
cottage, with garden in front, running down to the water. 
Here, too, was a ship yard, and the east wall of the Grey 
Nunnery. Further on, all was vacant, except some buildings 
at the comer of Grey Nun Street, and beyond here, open 
fields, running up to Point St. Charles, with three windmills, 
the graves of three soldiers, shot for desertion,and the Nuns' 
buildings at Point St. Charles, since used for offices, while 
Victoria bridge was in course of construction. The Lachine 
Canal had not been commenced, and distances appeared so 
much farther than now, that the river front was divided into 
 ״Pointe a Blondeau,” “ Windmill Point “ ״,Pointe-a-Calli§re ״
and “ Point St. Charles.” Directly before me was a sloping 
beach running up to an opening or street between low 
houses, forming the east side. On the square, now oc
cupied by the old Custom House, and then by the “ old 
Market,” so much frequented by Country people, that they 
blocked the approaches, and had sometimes to be driven 
away by constables to the “ new market,” then built on 
Jacques Cartier Square.

On my right, the natural beach continued down to Hoche- 
laga, or “the Cross” as it was then called. A wooden revet
ment held up Commissioner Street, and St. Sulpice Street 
and thence downward there was nothing but the natural 
bank, on which weeds grew profusely. There may have been 
something more opp site the Barracks. The buildings 
fronting on the river, were mostly old, low and delapidated. 
A good part of the space was occupied by walls and mean 
outbuildings of the houses fronting on St. Paul Street. The

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYGoogleDigitized by



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN18

new buildings were the three story brick stores just above 
St. Diziers Lane, and a three story store just below.

The “ spring fleet,” mostly in port, (a part may have 
arrived a few days later), consisted of, I think, half a dozen 
brigs of from 180 to 250 tons burthen, moored to the mud
dy beach ; below them were some “ Durham boats,” which 
we should now call small barges, navigators to Upper 
Canada, carrying a very large fore and aft sail and top-sail. 
Wind then had to do what is now done by steam. Below 
these, opposite the present Jacques Cartier Square, were 
moored many rafts—»mostly of firewood. There were no 
Steamboats except those running to Quebec, clumsy things,, 
with bluff bows, built on the model of Sailing Vessels, 
rigged with bowsprit, high mast and square sa il; the deck 
flush, and cabins all below. Their steam power was so 
small that they could not get fifty miles from Quebec unless- 
they left with the tide ; and oxen were frequently used in 
assisting them up the current, below the city. All the 
structure on the deck of the largest, called the “ Car of 
Commerce,” was a square house over the stairway, which 
may still be seen, converted into a summer house, with 
gallery surrounding, at St. Catherines, that all may notice 
on the right side of- the road, when riding round the moun
tain. There were no tow boats then. Vessels from sea had 
to make their way to Montreal by wind which often took a 
month or more, the worst being the last mile where I have 
seen oxen used on a tow line, as otherwise the light winds 
would be insufficient to enable them to overcome the force 
of the strong current.

The ״ Ship ” of the period was the Eweretta from London, 
which arrived some days after, and summer goods were ad
vertised about the middle of June, there being then no way 
of getting Spring and Summer “ fashions ” earlier, so that 
our ladies were always one year behind the age. I have in 
my possession a bill of lading of goods by this ship, dated
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25 March, 1800. She brought the supplies to the “ North
west Company," which then carried on the great Indian 
Trade, from Montreal by canoes, up to Lake Superior, and 
onwards. The Ship remained moored at the foot of St. 
Sulpice Street, all summer, till the canoes returned with the 
year’s catch of furs, and carried them to England.

Such was the Port of Montreal on the 28th May, 1818. 
I visited it at the end of fifty four years, on the 28th May, 
1872. And what did I see ?

A Canal of the largest dimensions coming in at Wind
mill point, and the old fields converted into basins, filled 
with steamers, schooners and barges, one side fringed by 
manufactories, and the other by lofty warehouses, and plat
forms filled with merchandise. From ״ Pointe a Blondeau," 
or Grey Nun Street, to the Barracks, there is a high stone 
revetment wall, supportingCommissioners Street, with Ramp* 
at convenient distances, leading to a broad wharf or platform 
running down to below the barracks and Dalhousie Square, 
along which is a track for Railway Cars, and from which 
project many piers, one connecting with the Island before 
mentioned, and others lower down, extending further out 
This platform or line wharf, and the piers, are covered and 
filled with merchandise, of all descriptions, in bars, bundles, 
casks, cases, boxes, and bales, a part being covered with 

temporary sheds. The quantity and weight is so immense, 
that one wonders where it comes from, and where it goes to> 
but the immense mass extending along Harbor and Canal 
for a mile, is but a small portion of what is passing into or 
through the port, for while countless carts, and cars, are 
daily removing from one side, steamers and ships fill up every 
space by discharging on the other, with steam power and 
regiments of laborers. The taking in of the cargo is going 
on at the same time and elevators alongside the ships are 
taking from propellors alongside from the west and far west 
thousands of bushels of grain. Instead of the half a dozen
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brigs of 1818, with an aggregate tonnage of twelve to fifteen 
hundred tons discharging slowly with skids on a rough beach 
there lays one steamer that will measure more than the whole 
put together. In all there is in port, stretched along the 
wharves and piers from Grey Nun Street to below the 
barracks, 21 Ocean Steamers, 22,612 tons ; 20 Ships, 17,710 
tons ; 22 Barques, 12,409 tons ; 3 Brigs, 760 tons ; 4 Brigan
tines and Schooners, 278 tons, in all 70 Vessels, with an 
aggregate tonnage of 5 3,769 tons. The shoal (I have often 
seen it nearly bare) below the foot of St. Sulpice Street has 
been dredged and wharfed to accommodate ships drawing 
twenty feet of water. A Quebec Steamer not stumpy, low 
and flush deck, but long, built on a skiff model, with two 
stories of state rooms, raised above the deck, is at a pier 
at the bottom of Jacques Cartier Square, stretching out 
beyond the limits of the old fire-wood rafts, brought down 
by farmers from Chateaguay or neighbouring regions, to be 
sold in June, when they were impatient to get home, for two 
dollars a cord. Directly below is a fleet of “ Market Boats," 
really elegant steamers, of modern build, that navigate to all 
ports down to “ Three Rivers." Mixed with these are a 
fleet of “ Wood Barges,” rigged on the principle of a 
Chinese Junk, (which some of them resemble on a small 
scale), with a very high mast, and very long square-sail yards. 
These bring up fire wood, hay, grain, lumber, &c., from 
below, a trade little dreamed of in old times. Further down 
are piles of boards, planks, and other lumber, and ships 
being loaded with it for the South Atlantic or perhaps Paci
fic, and work is in progress for continuing the wharves to 
Hochelaga where I have seen many ships launched.

Where stood the “ Mansion House,” (in 1818 our great 
hotel), a former residence of Sir John Johnson, and dwelling 
houses, with small gardens there is now the Bonsecour 
Market. The old walls, and sheds, along the “ front ” to 
“ Pointe - a - Calli6re,” are replaced by tall warehouses.
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An elegant Custom House on the Pointe replaces an old 
potash store. Other warehouses are built on the old ship 
yard, and the Grey Nuns, having removed to their new 
establishment on Guy Street, their buildings are disappearing, 
St. Peter Street being continued to the harbor by cutting 
directly through their old church.

Such was the aspect of the harbor of Montreal in i 8 i  ׳8
and such is it to day, [1872], and I sincerely hope this article 
may be preserved, to be republished half a century hence, 
accompanied by a description of the harbor as it then is.

[N o t* .— O f  Ocean Steamers in Port, one is over a.ooo tons, and 10 are from 1,000 to 1,7*5 
tons. The largest ship is 1,974 tons, and seven are over 1,000 tons each. Nine of the largest 
steamers, ten ships, and two barks, making nearly one third in number of the class of vessels 
in port, and more than two-fifths of all the tonnage, belong to the “  Allan ”  lines. Three of 
the largest class steamers for Europe, and eighteen small brigantines for the lower ports, had 
already cleared from Port, since opening of Navigation. First arrival, a schooner from winter 
quarters, 29th April. First arrival from Sea. S S “ Scandinavian," 5th M ay, cleared, 7 th M ay. J
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HIGH PRICES OF PROVISIONS IN TH E  EARLY 
PART OF TH E  i 8th  CENTURY.

|H E brave long-.winded, enduring and frugal inhab
itants, constantly employed in parties against 
the English Colonies, had not time to cultivate 
their lands, and though the scarcity of grain had 

long been made known to the Government of the country, 
yet the creatures and friends of Intendant Bigot were 
allowed to ship off vast quantities of wheat to the West 
Indies to the manifest injury of the people of the colony, 
so much so, that wheaten bread was a rarity, and they had 
to subsist on oats and barley. This proved to be the case 
for some time after the conquest, as may be seen by the 
Proclamation issued in January, 1760. “ By His Excellency 
James Murray, Esquire Brigadier-General, &c., &c. of all 
His Majesty’s Forces in the River St. Laurence.” &c, &c., 
who found it necessary to fix the prices of provisions at the
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following rates, to license all “ British Bakers and Butchers,” 
and order that a departure from them should entail a penalty 
of five pounds, and imprisonment if the offence was repeated: 
— Bread, per lb : white 5 d ; middling sort, 4d ; Brown 3d. 
Butcher’s m eat: beef, 5d ; mutton, iod ; veal, 6d ; pork, 4d." 
Prices had been much higher before the proclamation of this 
order, and it is a wonder how the French officials managed to 
make both ends meet. Monsieur Bigot’s “card money” factory 
was then in full blast, and as he managed in three years alone,
1757 ־9׳  to issue letters of Exchange on the French Treasury 
to the amount of 60,000,000 livres, which were duly honored, 
it is clear that they could well afford to pay more than 5d. 
for white bread and iod. for mutton.

T H E  L A T E  DR. A N D ER SO N .

E cause of Archaeology and History, amongst 
our Quebec friends, by the death of Dr. Anderson, 
late President of the Literary and Historical 
Society, has lost one of its lights. The following 

tribute to departed worth, is from the pen of J. M. LeMoine, 
to whom Dr. Anderson succeeded as President:

William James Anderson, M. D. & L. R. C. S. E., of British 
parentage, was born at sea, off the Isle of Anhalt, Denmark, 
on the 2nd Nov., 1812 : this would make him 61 years of 
age, at the time of his demise on the 15th May, 1873. He 
was educated at Edinburgh, where he took his degree as a 
a physician and surgeon, By profession, he was a doctor of 
medicine, by taste, a litterateur.

We are safe in saying that his death deprives the Literary 
and Historical Society, of which he had been thrice elected 
president, of one of its most indefatigable members and the 
“ Ancient Capital ” of one of its urbane and most worthy 
citizens.

22 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN,
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The subject of this notice ever found pleasure in promot
ing the cause of science amongst his fellow-men, and with 
the co-operation of other kindred spirits, strove hard to fos
ter in our midst the intellectual aspirations of refined 
European and American communities. He used to take 
special pleasure in relating how at the early age of seven
teen, he saw the immortal author of Waverly, though at 
that time (1829) the “ great unknown ׳' was verging to his 
decline.

Our old friend was remarkable for his retentive memory, 
cultivated literary taste, unwearing research, indomitable 
pluck joined to the fervor of youth, when upholding a cause 
once espoused. Woe betide the luckless adversary who 
presumed to challenge his oft hasty statements. One might 
be tempted to regret, in the interest of Canadian history, 
that providence did not vouchsafe to him a longer career, 
which by affording time for deeper research and familiaris
ing him with the French as well as the English authorities, 
ought to have furnished matured views. The sacred cause 
of historical truth cannot have too many guarantees.

For several years Dr. Anderson practised his profession 
i t  Pictou, N. S .; he was the medical officer of the port 
during the fearful summer of 1847, when typhus and ship 
fever spread mourning through the length and breadth of 
Canadian land. Fearless in the path of duty, unappalled 
by death in its most loathsome form, he too was struck down 
at his post. Delirious for several days, the singular vitality 
of his constitution at last prevailed. But the germs of a 
fatal disease—tubercular consumption—had been generated; 
the angel of health had alas! fled forever. Nothing daunt
ed, his brave spirit fought on nobly, and after some other 
severe reverses, embittered by domestic sorrow (the loss of 
a  beloved wife), we find him established at Quebec in i 86p. 
The writer was daily thrown in contact with Dr. Anderson, 
when it became urgent to rescue the Literary and Historical
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Society from the “ slough of despond,” into which the re
moval of the seat of Government from Quebec to Ottawa 
had nigh thrust it. It may be recollected that on that oc
casion the Society lost not only a large proportion of its 
members, but its President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Secretary; in fact nearly the whole of its staff of. office
bearers. To resuscitate it, “ a long pull, a strong pull, a 
pull altogether ” was required, and Dr. Anderson was the 
man when work was the word. The result all can see with 
their own eyes. Never was the institution on such a sound 
footing in its palmiest days of the past. It numbers nearly 
300 members, the elite amongst the educated English and 
French of Quebec.

For Lectures, Essays, Committees, Reports, the doctor, 
a man of leisure, was ever on hand. No weather could 
deter him, when he had on a lecture night to “take the chair," 
and when with utterance measured, slow, and feeble, he stood up 
as President to tender the lecturer the thanks of the Society, 
possibly striving hard at that very moment to silence the 
merciless foe preying for years on his vitals, with his digni
fied mien and*flowing beard frosted by suffering, there was 
not in the room a man who, though he might not concur in 
his views, would not have stood forth to protect the white 
hairs of the “ old President,” had the breath of calumny as
sailed tfiem. Dr. Anderson’s writings arc disseminated 
through theTransactions of the Society, published for the last 
eight years He was also a not unfrequent contributor to the 
daily press, His chief work, however—one which in the 
golden days of our youth, when “ Colonies ” were something 
—the Biography of the late Duke of Kent, the father of our 
august Queen, might, if written then, have brought him 
honors. It is certain the compilation of these unpublished 
letters of the Duke addressed to the De Salaberry family, 
have had the effect to dispel more than one unfounded pre
judice against Royal Edward, the neglected son of ״ Farmer
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George." We believe the Doctor received a civil letter from 
a  certain royal Secretary on this subject. Canadian History 
was a favorite study of our old friend ; several works on 
Canada, the St. Lawrence its scenery, mineral resources ; a 
• Guide to Quebec ; a variety of papers on Canadian subjects, 
such are some of the contributions of Dr. Anderson’s proli
fic pen to Canadian Literature,

Followed by many distinguished citizens,and by a crowd of 
old friends, his mortal remains were on the 17th May escort
ed to St. Michael’s Chapel, Sillery, and there, after an im
pressive service, read by the Rev. Geo. V. Housman, Rector 
of Quebec, they were committed by sorrowing relatives to 
their last, their silent home, under the “ whispering pines " 
and venerable oaks of Mount Hermon, close to the green 
banks overhanging the shorn of the great river, the St. Law
rence, which he had so well described, which he loved so 
well.

CRACKED COINS.
From the Royal M in t,"  by G. F. Ansel/.

IT has been conceived that coins are made of two 
discs of metal soldered together, and that the 
crcnated, or milled edge, is intended 10 hide the 
join. This notion has arisen from the occasion

al appearance of a cracked coin in circulation, the true ex
planation of the cracked coin being that at the time of 
pouring the fluid metal into the mould, an air bubble 
has been enclosed, and this air bubble has rent the fillet 
asunder at the time of its being rolled ; but the separation 
does not exhibit itself until the final annealing, when it is 
too late for its discovery ; recently, however, it has become 
a custom to ring the coined gold before it goes into circu
lation, and thus to detect and stop such defective pieces.”
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P R IV A T E E R IN G  IN T H E  L A S T  C E N T U R Y .

BY H E N R Y  M O TT.

j R O M  this neutral “  loop-hole ” we may look out 
upon the world and watch the course of events, 
and we take this opportunity of expressing our 
unbounded satisfaction at the peaceful solution 

of the differences of opinion which had arisen between 
England and the United States. We regard it as a new 
starting point in civilization, that two such nations can ad
just their troubles, without an appeal to the sword, and thus 
proclaim to the world that the game of nations settling their 
differences by war is now ended.

By way of contrast we give a copy of an advertisement 
which we extract from 77«־ Edinburgh Advertiser, February 
13th, 1781 :—

“ The Hawk Privateer of Leith, commanded by Captain 
Nicoll Currie, is now fitting out with all expedition, and will 
soon sail on a cruize against the enemies of Great Britain. 
— She is a Brig of about 120 tons burden, sails fast, and 
will mount ten or twelve guns besides swivels, and has ex
cellent accommodation for Men.

Seamen and Landmen desirous of making their fortunes 
have now a favourable opportunity, and will meet with en
couragement to enter themselves on board the Hawk, by 
applying immediately to Captain Currie at his home in Leith, 
or on board the Privateer.

Captain Currie hopes that if any of those brave lads who 
have formerly sailed with him are now at home, they will 
immediately resolve to join their old Ship-mate, and pursue 
their fortunes with him.

N. B. A  person who can speak and read the French and 
Dutch languages, will meet with good encouragement by 
applying as above."

The Hawk ! Fit name for a ship engaged in such a traffic,
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and may we not regard it as equally worthy of note that, 
probably the last of the long line of privateers should be 
called “ Alabama ” which means in its original language 
”.Here is rest “־

T H E  “ K E B E K A  L I B E R A T A ” M ED AL.

BY A L F R E D  S A N D H A M .

(ANADIAN Numismatists, will ever attach impor
tance to this interesting medal, not alone for the 
beauty and completeness of its design, but for 
the historic associations which cluster around it• 

Added to this, is the fact, that it was probably the first medal 
struck in commemoration of any important event connected 
with the history of our Dominion. In order to fully com
prehend the importance of the event to which it refers, 
it is necessary to briefly review the state of New France 
■ during the years immediately preceeding Phipps’ attack on 
Quebec. Until the extension of the British settlement in 
United States, Canada enjoyed an almost uninterrupted 
tranquility, but when in 1682, M.de laBarre arrived as Vice Roy
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he found that the English were by the payment of more 
liberal prices for furs, &c., drawing away a great portion of 
the French trade, and the Iroquois Indians were even pur
chasing from the Huron Allies of the French, and selling 
again to the English. Efforts were put forth to stop this 
trade, but the attempt proved more than a failure, it incen
sed the English and their Indian Allies, and for years the 
French settlements were kept in a state of constant agita
tion land alarm. To meet the emergency, Count de Fron- 
tenac who had during his former vice royalty, gained great 
influence over the Indians, was in 1689, again sent in the 
same capacity. Under ordinary circumstances he might have 
succeeded in his mission, but the war between England and 
France broke out, and the Iroquois wisely foresaw that their 
interests lay with the English settlers, and therefore allied 
themselves to the strongest side. Incursions were no\v 
made by the French into the English settlements, and with 
such secrecy that the unsuspecting inhabitants of many 
villages and towns, were taken prisoners or massacred with
out an opportunity for defence. The people of New 
England and New York, determined to drive the French 
out of Canada altogether, and preparations were made for 
-an attack on Quebec and Montreal. The expedition against 
Quebec, comprising 34 ships and 2,0c» volunteers, under Sir 
W. Phipps, sailed from Boston on August 19th, reaching 
Quebec, Oct. 16. Frontenac had but three days before 
received warning of the departure of the expedition, when he 
at once adopted measures for defence.

A summons to surrender was sent by Phipps to the 
sturdy Count. The English messenger was so complete
ly surprised by the reception he met with, and the ceremon
ies through which he was compelled to pass, while blindfolded, 
that it required some time ere he sufficiently recovered 
from his embarrassment to enable him to presenthis summons 
with the dignity he so naturally considered as necessary

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYGoogleDigitized by



to the position. The reply by the Governor was such as 
might have been expected in response to the arrogant־terms 
laid down in Phipps’ summons, and when the messenger asked 
a written answer, the Count replied, “ Retire S ir; tell your 
general that the muzzle of my cannon will forthwith bear 
my answer to the rude summons he has sent me.” True to 
his word, the orders were given and the batteries opened 
upon the enemy with telling effect. Sir Wm. sought by 
strategy to gain an advantage over the enemy, but sighally 
failed, and retired from the conflict leaving the artillery he 
had landed as a prize to the French. Such is a brief ac
count of the event which is commemorated on the medal 
known as the “ Kebeka Liberata,” and which was struck by 
order of the French King.

MILITARY ORGANIZATION OF TH E PROVINCE 
OF QUEBEC IN 1759.

T this period Montreal contained 4,000 inhabitants, 
Three Rivers 1,560. and Quebec 6,700, the total 
population of the colony being estimated at 90, 
000•—8,000 of whom were Indians. Nevertheless 

the military organization of the Province was so perfect that 
Montreal alone had a militia force of about 1,000 effective 
men. This was by virtue of the Feudal Law of Fiefs, which 
obliged every man in the colony—the Noblesse excepted— 
to enroll himself in the militia, and provided for the appoint
ment of a Captain in every Parish, who was responsible to 
Government for the drill and good order of his men.

Smith, in his History of Canada, states that “ when the 
Government wanted the services of the Militia as soldiers, 
the Colonel of Militia, or the Town Majors, in consequence 
of a requisition from the Governor General, sent orders to 
the several Captains of Militia in the Country Parishes, to 
furnish a certain number of Militiamen chosen by those 
officers, who ordered the drafts into town under an escort
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commanded by an officer of Militia who conducted them to 
the Town Major, who furnished each Militiaman with a gun, 
a capot, a Canadian cloak, a breach clout, a cotton shirt, a 
cap, a pair of leggings, a pair of Indian shoes and a blanket, 
After which they were marched to the garrison for which 
they were destined. The Militia were generally reviewed 
once or twice a year to inspect their arms.”

The historian omits to state what drill they were subjected 
to, but we gather from other sources that they acted as parti
sans or bush rangers, and the employment being congenial to 
the martial race, they readily came forward whenever the war 
drum sounded, and the French Carignan, Carillon, Langue
doc, Bearne, Guienne, La Sarre, Berry and Royal Roussil
lon Infantry regiments, then stationed in the colony, marched 
forward to the tunc of Malbrouk sen va en guerre. We 
learn from the same source, and quote the statement for the 
edification of the public of the present day— that the French 
Canadians, although only numbering from 80,000 to 90,000 
souls,— Amherst’s regiments being included in the previous 
enumeration of the population of the colony,— were so mar
tial, and well organized that they had 64 companies, or 7,976 
men in the Government of Quebec, 19 companies, or 1,115 
men in the Government of Three Rivers, and 87 companies, 
comprising 7,331 men in the Government of Montreal, 
״  while the total effective Militiamen at the reduction of 
the colony numbered 20,433 men.”

V A L U E  O F A  BAW BEE.

EN the Castle of Edinburgh was besieged in 
1573, we find Sir William Drury writing to 
Lord Burghley at Leith.

“ June 5, 1573. By computation there hath 
been 3,000 great shot bestowed against the castle in this ser
vice, and the bullets of all, or the most part recovered, and
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brought again, part by our own labours, and part by the 
Scots, paying to the Scottish people a piece of their coin 
called a ‘ bawbee ’ for every bullet, which is in value English 
one halfpenny."

TH E OLD SCOTTISH MINT.
BV R. CHAMBERS.

E Cunyie House, as the Scottish Mint used to be 
called, was near Holyrood Palace in the days of 
Queen Mary. In the regency of Morton, a large 
house was erected for it in the Cowgate, where 

it may still be seen, with the following inscription over the 
door:

BE. MERCYFULL. TO. ME. O. GOD. 1574 
In the reign of Charles II., other buildings were added 
behind, forming a neat quadrangle ; and here was the Scot
tish coin produced till the Union, when a separate coinage 
was given up, and this establishment abandoned ; though, 
to gratify prejudice, the officers were still kept up as sine
cures. This court, with its buildings,, was a sanctuary for 
persons prosecuted for debt, as was the King’s Stables, a 
mean place at the west end of the Grassmarket. There 
was, however, a small den near the top of the oldest build
ing, lighted by a small window looking up the Cowgate, 
which was used as a jail for debtors or other delinquents 
condemned by the Mint’s own officers.

In the western portion of the 4old building, accessible by 
a stair from the court, is a handsome room with an alcove 
ceiling, and lighted by two handsomely proportioned win
dows, which is known to have been the council-room of the 
Mint, being a portion of the private mansion of the master. 
Here, in May 1590, on a Sunday evening, the town of 
Edinburgh entertained the Danish lords who accompained 
James VI. and his queen from her native court—namely.
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Peter Monk, the admiral of Denmark; Stephen Brahe, 
captain of Eslinburg [perhaps a relative of Tycho ?]; Braid 
Ransome Maugaret; Nicholaus Theophilus, Doctor of Laws; 
Henry Goolister, captain of Bocastle ; William Vanderwent; 
and some others. For this banquet, ‘ maid in Thomas Ait- 
chinsoune, master of the cunyie-house lugeing,’ it was order
ed ‘ that the thesaurer caus by and lay in foure punsheons 
wyne; John Borthuik baxter to get four bunnis of bier, with 
foure gang of aill, and to furneis breid; Henry Charteris 
and Roger Macnacht to caus hing the hous with tapestrie, 
set the burdis, furmis, chandleris [candlesticks־], an4 get 
flowris; George Carketill and Rychert Doby to provyde 
the cupbuirds and men to keep tham e; and my Lord Pro
vost was content to provyde naprie and tvva dozen greit 
veschell, and to avance ane hundcr pund or mair, as thai sail 
haif a do.׳

In the latter days of the Mint as an active establishment, 
the coining-house was in the ground-floor of the building, 
on the north side of the court; in the adjoining house, on 
the east side was the finishing-house, where the money was 
polished and fitted for circulation. The chief instruments 
used in coining were a hammer and steel dies, upon which 
the device was engraved. The metal being previously pre
pared of the fineness and thickness, was cut into longitudinal 
slips ; and a square piece being cut from the slip, it was 
afterwards rounded and adjusted to the weight of the money 
to be made, The blank pieces of metal were then placed 
between two dies, and the upper one was struck with a ham
mer. After the Restoration, another method was introduced 
—that of the mill and screw—which, modified by many 
improvements, is still in use. At the Union, the ceremony 
of destroying the dies of the Scottish coinage took place 
in the Mint. After being heated red-hot in a furnace, they 
were defaced by three impressions of a bfoad-faced punch— 
which were of course visible on the dies as long as they
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«xisted ; but it must be recorded, that all these implements 
which would now have been great curiosities, are lost, and 
none of the machinery remains but the press, which weigh
ing about half a ton, was rather too large to be readily ap
propriated, or perhaps it would have followed the rest 

The floors over the coining-house—bearing the letters, C. R. 
II., surmounting a crown, and the legend, GOD SAVE THE 
KING, 1674, originally the mansion of the master—was 
latterly occupied by the eminent Dr. Cullen, whose family 
were all born here, and whe died here himself in 1792.

RECENT COINAGE OF A U STRIA  & GERMANY.
{F rom  the A n n u a !  R ep o r t o f  the D ir e c to r ^ /th e  M in t ,  U. S .  f o r th *  Y e a r  e n d in g  

J u n e , !87*.)

A U S T R I A .
|S in other nations of Europe the coin^ige of this 

empire has been, during the last few years, in a 
state of transition, we might almost say of con
fusion. There are three series of gold coins of 

different basis, and as many of silver, without respect to the 
differences of device and inscription, growing out of the 
severance of Hungary from Austria proper.

They still coin the gold ducat, and the quadruple du ca t; 
but they have recently discontinued the souverain, and in
troduced the four-florin or ten-franc piece, corresponding 
to the same coin issued in France and some other countries.

The fourfold ducat (vi'erfache ducaten), or quadruple, is a  
beautiful and remarkable coin, and I wish to notice it par
ticularly, because it fulfills certain conditions which have 
been heretofore spoken of, by which coins can be protected 
irom the most dangerous kind of tampering or fraud. It 
has a larger diameter than our double eagle, and is of finer 
metal, and yet has less than half the value of that coin. 
O f course it is proportionally thin. But this tenuity entirely
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sets at naught the cunning villainy of sawing out the interior, 
and inserting a disk of inferior metal, by which a few of our 
coins have been turned into frauds. If it be said that a 
thin coin cannot well bring up the devices in a coining-press, 
these perfectly struck pieces furnish a reply. On the other 
hand it must be allowed that there are advantages in having 
a good body for the coir, and it is not intended to argue the 
question, but merely to present the point in passing.

The last annual statement of Autrian coinage shows con
siderable activity, though not what we might expect from a 
rich and populous empire. This falling off appears to be 
true, at the present time, of all the Mints in Europe, except 
those of London and Berlin. When Austrian rule extended 
over a part of Italy there were five Mints, in the whole 
realm ; now there are three, in Austria, Hungary, and 
Transylvania. The coins struck in Hungary, though similar 
in denominations and value to those of Austria, bear the 
language of the Magyars.

The new gold pieces, one marked eight florins, the other 
four florins, the latter alone having been struck so far, are 
intended as an offering to the scheme of international cur
rency, being concurrent with the gold coins of France, Bel
gium, Italy, and Sweden. It will serve a commercial, but 
hardly a domestic use in Austria, since it is not strictly 
on a par with four silver florins, but is to be rated by agree
ment of parties. The ducat series, also, is mainly for foreign 
trade.

I t is surprising that Austria, and other German powers, 
still keep up the system of making billon coins ; base mix
tures of silver and copper, which look very well with their 
whitened surface when they first leave the Mint, but soon 
acquire a mongrel hue, by no means so agreeable as mere cop
per. By far the largest part of Mint work in Austria, in 1870, 
was upon these pieces of twenty and ten kreutzers. There 
is a very large profit on them, as compared with the whole
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florin piece. The latter is coined at the rate of ninety florins 
to one kilogram of fine silver. The base pieces are at the rate 
of one hundred and fifty florins to the kilogram. This new 
proportion was introduced in 1868.

It is a curious fact that the thaler, or dollar of the Empress 
Maria Theresa, originally bearing the date 1780, has always 
been a favorite at the eastern ports of the Mediterranean, and 
for that reason has continued to be coined for that trade ever 
since. We have a fine specimen coined in 1871, but dated 
1780.

It is worth while to notice for its bearing on an interesting 
controversy in mint legislation, in which strong minds have 
taken opposing sides, that in 1868 tlfere was a coinage of 
some millions of this ״ Levant thaler,” mainly to supply the 
needs of the English army going to the Abyssinian w ar; 
not indeed to be spent in that far country but at places 
along the road. Now if it were the law in Austria to coin 
■without charge it would be an exhibition of liberality hard 

* to account for, to help the British Government in that way, 
and not quite fair towards the opposite party in Africa. Yet 
we would be doing the same thing by making silver dollars 
to pass in China and I ־!dia, and dimes for West Indies and 
South America, and gold coir: for any foreign use, without 
deducting something for the manufacture. England is doing 
this, in send ng her gold coin abroad simply as so much 
bullion, paying the cost of coinage out of her treasury, 
whereby she has indeed the honor of seeing her sovereign’s 
image and superscription in all lands, and of making a uni
versal commercial currency. Still it is desirable and just 
to  promote the coinage of gold and silver by making the 
•charge as light as possible.

<: E R M A N Y .

The new gold coins of the German Empire are the pieces 
of twenty marks and ten marks, at the rate of 125.55 pieces 
o f ten marks to be coined out of one mint pound (half kilo-
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gram) of gold, nine-tenths fine, the larger piece in proportion^ 
This makes the piece of twenty marks to weigh 7.965 gram
mes, or 122.92 grains troy ; and its value $4.76.2. (Ten marks 
$2.38.1.) This does not harmonize with any system, English,- 
French, Austrian or American, and seems to be a declara
tion against international standards.

A very large issue of this money has commenced, the 
material for which is in a great degree derived from the 
melting down of coins which lately bore the head of Napo
leon. A change in the balance of trade, or the influx of 
Germans, may bring this coin to us in quantities. At pre
sent we must be limited to specimens.

It may seem a small matter, and >et it is significant, that 
this new money displays the effigy of the emperor without 
the wreath of laurel on the brow. It was there recently^ 
while he was King of Prussia. But the change of state 
seems to have brought with it an advance in popular ideas. 
Monarchs .are not so far above their subjects as formerly. 
Indeed, it is stated that the new coining-die was engraved * 
with this ancient mark of distinction on the one hand, and 
subjection on the o ther; but the emperor forbid its use, and 
insisted on appearing without crown or laurel.

It is plainly the intention that both gold and silver shall 
be legal tenders in all payments. Yet the two do not fit 
neatly together. The piece of ten marks is to be equal to► 
3 ^  silver thalers, or 5 5-6 florins of South Germany, or & 
marks 5 ̂  schillings of Hamburg. That rate makes the 
Prussian thaler equal to 71.46 cents (gold) of our money, 
which is just about what it would be worth in gold in the 
bullion market of London.

The proposed new coinage charges on gold, when reduced 
to intelligible terms, are about 2-7 of one per cent, for 
twenty mark pieces, and 3-7 for ten mark pieces. Of the 
lesser German states, Wurtemberg, Bavaria, Baden, Han
over, and others, we have recent specimens in silver and
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copper. They are chiefly interesting for two reasons : That 
this is the last of them, on account of being merged in the 
new Empire ; and that they are such perfect specimens of 
the Minting art. In this latter respect they must claim the 
victory over the coins of much larger countries. Perhaps 
their Mints have so little to do that they can afford to do it 
as if a prize awaited them. However, the German States, 
and some of the Italian, have long held this superiority.
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TH E  DOLLAR SIGN.
E dollar sign ($) was in use long before there 
was any Federal coinage to be represented. All 
these old characters grew into use so gradually 
that their exact origin is often disputed, and 

frequently lost even beyond the reach of long-armed tradi
tion. The origin of the dollar mark is disputed. Most old 
writers claim that the$came from the old Spanish pillardollar, 
which bore on its reverse the two “ Pillars of Hercules,” the 
ancient name of the opposite promontories at the Straits of 
Gibraltar. The parallel lines in it thus stand || stand, ac
cording to this explanation, for the two pillars, and they 
are bound together thus $ with a scroll. More modern 
writers claim that as the Spanish dollar was a piece of 8 reals, 
“ 8 R ” being once stamped on it, and it was then called “ a 
piece of eight,” that the figure 8 with a line drawn through it, 
as characters were generally formed, produced the sign of the 
dollar. It was not called a dollar, but a “ pieee of eight." 
The name itself was born in Germany and from the fact 
that the first piece of this character was coined in the Valley 
of St. Joachim, in Bohemia, in the year 1 5  iS, it was called 
Joachim’s Thaler, the last half of the word being pronounced 
(and often written) duller. The character £  is the first 
letter of the latin word Libras, with a line across for the 
pound sterling, and the letters lb., with a line across it, re
present the same word as applied to a pound weight.
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T H E  C L E M E N T IN A  M ED AL.
BY W IL L IA M  B L A C K B U R N .

IS  Medal was struck in Italy for the first Pre
tender in 1719, the bead (obverse) is that of his 
wife Clementina, daughter of John Sobieski, 
Kir.g of Poland. Although struck for the first 

Pretender, none are known to have been distributed by him, 
but those which can be traced were given by his son, Charles 
Edward, and the Cardinal of York to the faithful adherents 
of the Prince. There are only six or eight known to exist, 
the one now described was given by the Cardinal of York, 
to the father of the present owner, Dr. Charles A. Campbell, 
the representative of the Campbells of Lochdochart, (a 
branch of the house of Breadalbane.)

The Doctor’s father was only 16 years of age, when he 
fought at Culloden in the cause of the house of Stuart, 
and the medal was given as a reward for his services to the 
Cardinal’s brother, Charles Edward.

The Antiquarian Society of Scotland, do not possess one, 
and offered the Doctor a large sum if he would leave it 
with them on exhibition for one year. On one occasion it 
barely escaped being melted with a lot of family silver plate.

Obverse,— Head of Clementina. Legend,■ —“ Clementina 
M. Britan. Fr. et. Hib. Regina." Reverse,—  Female figure 
riding in a war chariot draw n by two horses, in back ground 
public buildings, a ship, gardens, and a rising sun, with sun
burst. Lrgen:/,— " Fortunam  Causamque Scquor." In  
Exergue,—" D eceptis Custodibus. M DCCX IX.”

[W e m ay add th a t we have had the  pleasure of examining 
this m edal, and declare the w orkm anship to be exquisite. 
Eds. Can. Anti(/.]

—  A lgebra introduced into Europe by the Saracens 1412.
—  Post offices first established in Europe, in France, 

1474•
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BU R N IN G  OF T H E  U R S U L IN E  CON VEN T, 
QU EBEC, 1650.

BY H . H . M IL E S , L L .D .D .C .L .

event in which the whole colony felt the deepest 
concern, occurred in the night of December 30 
1650, was the burning of the Ursuline Convent. 
Full accounts of it are given in the History of 

the Ursulines of Quebec and also in the Jesuit Relations. 
Although it began after all had retired to rest, and, by its 
suddeness and violence, compelled the inmates to escape as 
they best could, in their night-clothes, yet no lives were lost. 
The weather at the time was intensely cold, and the ground 
covered with snow. The Ursulines lost all they had. They 
were afterwards encouraged to rebuild, instead of returning 
to France. The other religious bodies, as well as M. d’Ail- 
lebout, assisted them in doing so with loans of money, and 
their credit. The Governor himself and Madame d’Aillebout 
furnished the design or plans ; and the former, as tem
poral father of the community, did all he could towards the 
restoration of their useful establishment.

One of the most touching incidents connected with the 
disaster of the Ursulines occurred a short time after the fire, 
when they were temporarily lodged in the Hotel Dieu,where 
the Hospitalicres received them w'ith the utmost kindness 
and charity. Proofs of sympathy had reached them from 
every quarter— all classes of the French and the Indians 
combining to manifest the concern so universally entertained. 
But the poor Hurons, who then occupied at least 400 cabins 
in the neighbourhood of the hospital, excelled others in this 
respect. They held a council, and finding that their utmost 
wealth consisted in the possession of two porcelain collars, 
each composed of 1200 grains or rings, they resolved to go 
in a body to the Hotel Dieu, and offer these as a present, 
along with their condolences. Their chief, Taierouk, made
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an oration, commencing : “ You behold in us poor creatures 
the relics of a flourishing nation now no more. In our 
Huron country, we have been devoured and gnawed to the 
very bones by war and famine ; nor could these carcases of 
ours stand upright but for the support we have derived from 
you. You have learned from others, now you see with your 
own eyes, tht extremity of misery to which we have been 
reduced. Look well at us, and judge if in our own case we 
have not much to lament, and to cause us, without ceasing, 
to shed torrents of tears. But, alas! this deplorable accident 
which has befallen you is a renewal of our afflictions. To 
see that beautiful habitation burnt,—to see that house of 
charity reduced to cinders,—to see the flames raging there 
without respect to your sacred persons—this reminds us of 
that universal conflagration which destroyed our dwellings 
our villages, and our whole country! Must fire, then, follow 
us thus everywhere ? . . . . But courage, sacred beings! 
our first present of 1200 grains of porcelain is to confirm 
your resolution to continue your affection and heavenly 
charity towards us poor savages, and to attach your feet to 
the soil of this country, so that no regard for your own 
friends and native land will be strong enough to tear you 
away. Our second present is to designate the laying anew 
of the foundations of an edifice which shall again be a house 
of God and of prayers, and in which you can again hold 
your classes for the instruction of our little Huron girls.” 

The fire is known as the “ first fire of the house of the Ursu- 
line of Quebec,” for the second edifice, erected on the same 
foundations as the former one, was subsequently burnt down 
in the year 1672.

4 0  THli CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

— Stops and pauses first used in literature, 1520.
— Greek language first introduced into England by 

Gracyn, 1491. *
— Maps and charts first brought to England, 1489.
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'  THE MOABITE STONE.
[From “ O ur W ork in P a la tin * :‘)

HE discovery of this memorable stone and the 
circumstances which led to its destruction are 
so well known that we may be content to pass 
over the history in a few words only. It was 

found at Dhibàn (Aug. 19, 1868) by the Rev. F. A. Klein, 
a French clergyman employed by the English mission. By 
a most extraordinary and most unfortunate error of judg
ment, M. Klein communicated his discovery neither to his 
learned and zealous countryman, M. Clermont Ganneau, nor 
to his English employers of the mission, nor to Captain 
Warren, the English explorer ; but he went secretly to Dr. 
Petermann, the Prussian Consul. Here was the grand mis
take of the whole business. Either Captain Warren or 
M. Clermont Ganneau could have got up the stone, whole 
and uninjured, for a few Napoleons, because the Arabs were 
wholly unacquainted with its value. One or two attempts 
were secretly made by Dr. Petermann to get the stone by 
means of native agents. They failed, and doubly failed, 
because they taught the Arabs the value of the stone.* Then 
an appeal was made to the Turkish Government—the most 
fatal mistake of all ; for the stone was in the possession of 
the Beni Humaydah (not the Beni Hamidah, as stated by 
error in the article on the Moabite Stone in the ״ Recovery 
of Jerusalem ”), the wildest of the wild tribes to the east of 
Jordan. They were smarting, too, at the time from the 
effects of the “ Belka Expedition,” led by Rashid Pasha in 
person ; and says Captain Burton, “ knowing what a drag- 
onnade meant, they were in paroxysms of terror at the idea 
of another raid.”

The secret oozed out, and was perfectly well known to 
Captain Warren, the Rev. Dr. Barclay, and M. Clermont

* The list of blunders perpetrated during the first attempts to get up the stone may be read 
in Burton and P  ake's “ Unexplored Syria," vol i., p. 335, e t  teq.

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 41

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN4 2

t
Ganneau. It was decided by Captain Warren that it would 
be best at this point to leave the matter in the hands of Dr. 
Petermann. Observe that any interference on his part would 
have probably tended to complicate matters, and might 
have led to a still earlier destruction of the monument. In 
the spring of 1869, Captain Warren, with his party, went 
to ihe Libanus. Dr. Petermann, too, left Jerusalem for 
Berlin, after personally assuring M. Ganneau that the whole 
affair had fallen through. Captain Warren away, and the 
Prussians having desisted from their endeavours, the coast 
was clear for M. Ckrmont Ganneau.

M. Ganneau got a squeeze of the whole—in rags, it is true, 
but still a squeeze, Then came the catastrophe. The wild 
Arabs, terrified at the prospect of another raid, angry at the 
probable loss of a stone which possessed supernatural 
powers in their eyes, lit a fire under the priceless relic, threw 
cold water on it when it was red-hot, and so smashed it into 
pieces. Captain Warren obtained squeezes of the two 
larger fragments ; and then the work of decipherment, his
tory, controversj, and recrimination began. After all that 
has been said as to its history, o le thing is clear ; the blame 
o f its destruction rests neither with Captain Warren nor with 
M. Clermont Ganneau. Had M. Klein gone openly in the 
first instance to the former, there is not the slightest doubt 
that this most invaluable monument would be now lying, 
intact and entire, in the British Museum, in the Louvre, or 
in Berlin. No matter where, provided only it had been saved.

For it is a monument which yields in importance to none 
yet found. It is a narrative by a Moabite king of his battles 
and conquests. It is like another page added to the Bible. 
It takes us back to the time of King Omri and King A hab; 
and it takes nearer to the origin of our own alphabet than any 
other document yet discovered. In every way it was again. 
I t has a value historical, a value geographical, a value linguis
tic, a value theological, a value paleographic. It has this
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value, mutilated as it is. It would be priceless indeed, 
could we recover enough of the upper surface to read it 
without doubt or hesitation. The number of letters on the 
monument was a little over 1,000. The number preserved 
is 669. Subjoined is the translation given by M. Clermont 
Ganneau, June, 1870:—

“ I am Mesa, son of Chamosgad, King of Moab, the 
Dibonite. | My father reigned thirty years, and I have 
reigned after my father. | And I have built this sanctuary 
for Chamos in Qarha [sanctuary of salvation], for he has 
.saved me from all aggressors and has made me look upon 
all my enemies with contempt. |

“ Omri was King of Israel, and oppressed Moab during 
many days, and Chamos was irritated at his aggressions. | 
And his son succeeded him, and he said, he also, * I will op
press Moab,׳ | In my days I said ‘ I will . . . h im ...........
and I will visit him and his house.’ | And Israel was ruined, 
ruined for ever. Omri gained possession of the land of 
Medeba. | And he dwelt there . . . [Ahab] his son lived 
forty years, and Chamos made him [perish] in my time. |

“ Then I built Baal Meon and constructed Qiriathaim. |
“ And the men of Gad dwelt in the country of [Ataro]th 

from ancient times, and the King of Israel had built the city 
of Ataroth. | I attacked the city and I took it,—and I killed 
all the people of the city, as a spectacle to Chamos and to 
Moab, | and I carried away from there the . . . and I 
dragged it to the ground before the face of Chamos at 
Qerioth, | and I brought there the men of Saron (or of Cho- 
fen) and the men of Maharouth (?).

'.And Chamos said to me, * Go ; take Nebah from Israel ״
| I went by night, and I fought against the city from the 

dawn to midday, | and I took i t : and I killed all, seven 
thousand [men, and I carried away with me] the women and 
the young girls ; for to Astar Chamos belongs the consecra
tion of women ; | and I brought from there the vessels of
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Jehovah, and I dragged them on the ground before the face 
of Chamos. |

“ And the King of Israel had built Yahas, and resided 
there during his war with me. | And Chamos drove him 
from before my face: I took from Moab two hundred men 
in a l l ; I made them go up to Yahas, and 1• took it to annex 
it to Dibon. |

“ It is I who have built Qarha, the Wall of the Forests 
and the Wall of the Hill. | I have built its gates, and I have 
built its towers. | I have built the palace of the king, and 
have constructed the prisons of the . . .  in the midst of the 
city. |

“ And there were no wells in the interior of the city in 
Qarha : and I said to all the people, * Make you every man 
a well in his house,’ | and I dug cisterns for Qarha for . . . 
of Israel. |

 It is I who have built Aroer, and made the road of ״
Arnon. |

“ It is I who have built Beth Bamoth, which was destroy
ed. | It is I who have built Bosor (which is powerful) . . . 
Dibon of the military chiefs, for all Dibon was submissive. 
And I have filled . . . with the cities which I have added 
to the land (of Moab). |

“ And it is I who have built . Beth Diblathain, and Beth 
Baal Meon, and I have raised there the . . . the land. | And 
Horonaim he resided there with . . . | And Chamos said to 
me, ‘ Go down and fight against Horonaim.’ | . . . Chamos, 
in my day . . . the year . . . .”

For the general public, it will be sufficient to mention 
that, after 3,000 years, there has come to light a monument 
which is contemporary with King Ahab, and refers to events 
which are recorded in the book of Chronicles. After this, 
let no one doubt the utility of Palestine research, or the 
possibility of finding further illustrations of the Bible in 
contemporary monuments.
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The date of the stone is probably about 900 B.C. It was 
engraved, according to the opinion of the Count de Vogué, 
In the second year of the reign of Ahaz, King of Israel. 
It is older than Homer, older than the famous inscription 
of Ashmunazar ; and is in all likelihood written in the same 
characters as those used by David in the Psalms, and by 
Solomon in his correspondence with Hiram, King of Tyre.* 

From every point of view the stone is of the deepest im
portance and interest, Would that others like it could be 
discovered.
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
OF MONTREAL.

STATED Meeting of the Society was held in 
the Library of the Natural History Society on 
the evening of Wednesday, June 18th. After 
routine business, the President exhibited six rare 

Canadian Medals, including the “ Canada Subdued,” and 
the “ Literary and Historical Society, Quebec the “ Louis- 
bourg Taken,” reverse “ O Fair Britannia Hail,” and also a 
very rare Bank of Montreal Penny “ Side View 1838.”

Mr. G. E. Harte, Secretary, also exhibited 11 very beau
tiful Canadian Medals, all in exceedingly fine condition.

Mr. Blackburn presented a photograph of a very rare and 
beautiful Silver Medal, struck in 1719 for the first Pretender.־!־ 

The President read a letter from Her Majesty’s Treasury 
with reference to the Society obtaining proof specimens of 
coins struck at the Royal Mint during the past year.

The first part of “ Numismata Cromwelliana ” was re
ceived, and elicited general approbation.

The Society’s meetings were adjourned during the Summer 
months.

• "  Unexplored Syria,” vol. 1., p. 318. 
t For account of this Medal see page 38.
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E have great pleasure in presenting this, the first 
number of Volume II. of The Antiquarian. 
Although the publication of this magazine entails 
much labor upon the editing committee and 

expense to the Society under whose auspices it is published, 
yet it is felt that with the kind co-operation of friends inter
ested in the subjects to which it is devoted, it may yet be
come a valuable repository of interesting incident, and serve 
to perpetuate many minor, but none the less important, 
items relating to numismatic and historic study.

—  As promised in our last number, the volume for the 
present year will be more copiously illustrated, and at least 
one copper-plate or steel engraving will appear with each 
number. We trust our friends will rally to our support, and 
that our list of subscribers may be largely increased.
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R E V I E W S .

E Banker’s Almanac for 1873, issued at the office 
of The Banker's Magazine, New York, contains 
facsimilies of thirty-three new coins of the past 
two y ears, including those of Japan 9 ; England 

2 ; Canada 1 ; France 4; Germany 2 ; Russia 1 ; Spain 2 ; 
Sweden I ; Denmark 1 ; Austria 3 ; Italy 2 ; Mexico I ; 
Portugal 2 ; Netherlands 1 ; Wurtemburg 1.

These facsimiles, are interesting as a matter of history 
and Numismatics ; and will be followed next January by 
those of 1873, including the new trade dollar of the United 
States. The following is a facsimile of the new silver coin 
of Japan, called the yen, which approaches, in size and 
value, the American dollar.
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Weight, 866. Fineness, 900. Value, $1.00.8.

The Sun and the Dragon are conspicious emblems in the 
Japanese coins. The Sun represents Japan, and the Dragon 
represents the Imperial power. The legends on all the coins 
are “ The Great Sun Rising.” and “ Third. Year o f Peace 
and Enlightenment." Then follows the names and value of 
each coin,

The following engraving represents the new coin (Five 
Pesetas) of the Republic of Spain.

Weight, .800. Fineness, 900. Value, $0.98.

There are valuable details contained in the Banker’s 
Almanac, among which are a list of all the National and 
State Banks in operation to date, 2,500 in number : the lo
cation, names of officers, capital, and New York correspond
ent of each.
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A list of the Private Bankers in the United States and 
Canada : 2,1 сю in number.

A list of Savings Banks in New England, New York, 
Maryland and New Jersey, 500 in number, and Banks of 
Canada.

An alphabetical list of 2,500 Cashiers and Assistant Cash
iers, in the United States.

List of Stock Brokers in New York, Philadelphia, Boston 
and Baltimore.

The fluctuations in prices of Government, State and City 
Bonds; of Cotton, Sugar, Com, etc. The daily premium 
on Gold for a series of years. The production of Gold and 
Silver throughout the world, in the last twenty years.

For the information of those interested in banking See., 
the Banker's Magaztne for J une contains the new Coinage 
Act of 1873—Proceedings of N.Y. Chamber of Commerce— 
Redemption of Base Coins—Numismatic Society—Scan
dinavian Coinage—Rare old Coins—Early Coins of America. 
Also a list of forty-eight Marine, Fire, and Life Insurance 
Companies in Canada, an article on Coinage at Home and 
Abroad, with a Review of the Coinage of all Countries.
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— “ Numismata Cromwelliana." The Medallic History o f 
Oliver Cromwell, by Henry W. Henfrey, Author of “ A 
Guide to English Coins.” Price in six parts 3s.6d. each. We 
have just received the first part of this really valuable con
tribution to Numismatic literature. Judging from this pre
cursor, the work promises to be an exhaustive one, on a 
most interesting subject. We scarcely know which most to 
admire, the type, the autotype illustration, or above all, the 
pains-taking care which the author has brought to bear upon 
his work. When complete, this book of Mr. Henfrey’s will 
stand as a monument to the memory of “ Cromwell, our 
chief of men.”

Truly “ Peace hath her victories, no less renowned than 
war,״ and these are of them.
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B A N K S .  — C O M M E R C E .  — F I N A N C E .

The B a n k e r s  A lm a n a c  for  1873,
R iclk ly  Illnstrnti-il w it l i  S ix ty -llir c c  E n g r a v in g « ,

Three Iltuidred I’aBCB. Price Tlireo Dollars.
Issued  i n  J a n u a r y  a t  the  Office o f  the  B a n k e r ’s  M aga zin e , 2B 1 B ro a d w a y , X c it• Y o rk ,

CONTAINS
! I. A l is to f  all th e  National, an d  State B an k s o f th e  O’. S. in  o p era tio n — 2,500 in  n u m b er—  

the  location, n am es o f officers, c ap ita l, an d  N ew  Y ork corresponden t o f each.
2. A list o f  P r i v a t e  B an k ers in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s— 2,300 in  n u m b e r— w ith  th e  N ew  Y o rk  

correspondent o f  each , an d  p o pu la tion  o f each place.
3. A lis t o f  Savings Banks in  N ew  E n g la n d , N ew  Y ork, C alifornia, M ary lan d  an d  N ew  

Jersey—500 in  n u m b er.
4. An alphabetical list of 2,500 Cashiers in th e  U n ited  S ta tes .
5. List o f S tock  B rokers in N ew  Y ork, P h ilad e lp h ia , B oston, B altim ore , and  N ow  O rleans.
6. The flu c tu a tio n s iu  p rices o f  G overnm ent, S ta te  an d  C ity  B onds ; R ailroad  S tocks and

Bonds ; o f  C otton , S u g a r, C orn, etc.
7. The p ro duc tion  o f  Gold and S ilv er th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld , in  th e  la s t tw e n ty  years.
8. Annual R eport on tire  N ationa l B anks o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s  fo r e ig h t  y e a rs -1 8 0 3 -1 8 7 2 .
9. The d a ily  p rem ium  on  G old a t  N ew  Y ork, from  1808 to  Decemliev, 1872.
10. The C ensus o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s  for 171)0, 1800. 1810, 1840. 1850, 1800, 1870 (each S ta te). 

5l. P op u la tio n  o f  fifty c ities  in  th o  U n ited  S ta te s— 1850, 1860, 1870.
82. W ea lth , T a x a 'io u , a n d  Indeb tedness o f  each S ta te , by th e  census o f 1870.
13. A nnual I te .w rt on C o tto n , B readstufis, P rov isions, G ra in , an d  o th e r  stap les.
14. T h e  m o n th ly  p rices o f  e ig h ty  lead in g  a rtic le s  o f  C om m erce, 1872. a t  N ew  Y ork. 

(Conti׳i •icd annual',//.)
lu. F in a n ce i ».׳ th e  U n ited  S ta te s , R evenue, E x p en d itu re , D ebt— 1870-1873.
|6. W e ig h t, F ineness, an 1 V alue o f  F o re ig n  G old an u  S ilv er Coins, a t  th e  U.S. M in t. (Official.) 
17. T h e  production  of Gold an d  S ilv er in  each S ta te , sev en ty  years.
'8. C oinage o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  M in t and  B ranches— 1790-1872.
19. T h e  P a ritie s  o f  E x ch an g e— th e  com parative  v a lu es o f  E n g lish , F ren ch , G erm an , a n d  

U n ited  S ta te s  E x ch an g e  o r  C urrency.
X A nnual l is t  o f  new  p u b lica tio n s on B an k in g , F in a n ce , C om m erce, T rad e , P o litica l 

Econom y, in  E n g la n d  an d  th e  U n ited  S ta tes.
81. L is t of F o re ign  B ill d raw ers  in N ew  Y ork, 1873, and  n am es o f  th e ir  London correspondents. 
B2. L is t of B anks an d  B ankers  in  London and  in C anada. 1873.
• '). A n n u a l R ep o rt o f th e  B an k  o f  E n g la n d  and  th e  Bank of F ran ce , for 1870-1873. 
k . M a rk e t V alues, D ivideuds, an d  A nuua l In te re s t, on  F o re ig n  S tocks in  London, 1872.

List of Sixty-three Engravings in the Banker’s Almanac, 1073,
WITH THE WEIGHT, VALUE, AND FINENESS OF EACH COIN.

Twenty Copecks, Silver, 1870. II. Five Yen, 1872.

Value, $0.13.3. Value, $4.98}.
T h ir ty -th r e e  n e w  C oins o f  1871 -1 8 7 2 , v iz . :

J a p a n , 9  . . S w o lle n , 1 . . M e x ic o , 1.
E n g la n d , 2 . . Oi-ninai-k, 1 . . P o r tu g a l, 2 .

F r a n c e ,'4 . . Spain. 2 . . C an ad a , 1.
G erm any. 2 . . A u str ia , 3  . . fteiS icrland, 1.

R u ssia , I . . I ta ly , 2  . . W u rtem b ers, 1.
Thirty Bank Buildings, etc,, in United States, England, France, &c.

T tccn ty-M ccond  a n n u a l  v o lu m e . T h r e e  h u n d r e d  p a y  c m . P r ic e  th r e e  d o lla r /( . 
I s s u e d  a t  th e  Office o f  th e  B A N K E R ’S M AG AZINE« 3 5 1  B ro a d w a y «  N e w  Y o r k .

T K  Banker’s Almanac for 1874 will cotfamfac-similes oflall the new coins of the U.S., and oth !r oft.ha year 1873.
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J. S. & A. B. W\ ON,
M E D A LLISTS TO THE QUEEN,

AND

Chief Engravers of Her Majesty's Seats,
287 R E G E N T  S T R E E T , LONDON.

GEO. BISHOP & CO.
E N G R A V E R S A N D  PRINTERS,

ST. JAM ES S T R E E T , M O N TR E A L,

Agents (in Canada) for the sale of “ Wyons ” Thanksgiving 
Medals for the Recovery of the Prince of Wales.

g g r  Seals, Dies, &c., Promptly Executed.

EDWARD COGAN,
D E A L E R  IN  COINS, MEDALS, &c.,

408 S T A T E  S T R E E T , B R O O K L Y N , N.Y.

NUM ISM A TIC & HISTORIC WORKS,
BY A L F R E D  SA N D I1A M .

Coins, Tokens and Medals of the Dominion of Canada,
72 pp., 150 illustrations. 1869......................Price $i.ou

Supplement to do. 12 pp., 27 illustrations . . . .  “ .75
Montreal, past and present, 400 pp., 29 illustrations, 2.00 
McGill College and its Medals, 5 photographic

illustrations (limited edition) ....................... “ 2.00
M E D A L  of the Montreal Y. M. C. A., by Wyon of London :

Bronze, in Morocco Case.......................................  $3 00
Silver, “ “ .......................................  6.00

<ST A ny of the above will be forwarded on receipt 
of price, (Canada Currency), post free.
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A  FEW  W O RDS O J  A  C A N A D IA N  P O L IT IC A L
COIN.

BY WILLIAM tKINGSFORD, ESQUIRE.
wCortcluded.)

[HE Quebec Gazette, started with the view of sustain
ing this clique, lirected its efforts to create what 
is called a Britisn party. Judged by their professed 
creed,thcFrenclICanadian hasalwaysbeen purely 

British. His attempts have Always been directed to claim his 
priviledge as such. It is he Vho reminded Sir James Craig, 
that these were not the days ol the French Intcndents. In all 
the difficulties with which he hks had to struggle, he has never 
been tempted to threaten a souWiein connexion as an extrica
tion for them. Men, however, W e always ready to catch at 
words, and in this case the trap \uas baited with all that preju
dice could suggest. Mr. Cary, thtXeditor of the paper, inaugu
rated much of the bitterness which subsequently arose. The 
Assembly, however, were not to\be outdone, and on some 
journalistic criticism, Mr. Bertheloh in his place declared, 
that Mr. Carey had presumed to interfere with the proceed
ings of the House. Mr. Carey was thken into custody and 
very humbly apologised. So he was allowed to return to
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his vocations. In 1806 the Canadien appeared. The pro
prietors claimed “la liberté d'un Anglais qui est à présent 
celle d'un Canadien'.' While ״ rien de contraire à la religion 
aux bonnes moeurs, ou à l ’intérêt de l'etat,” could be admitted. 
The quarrel accordingly was now ripe and ready ; the lists 
were prepared, and it was evident to any one who looked 
upon the situation, that a spark was only wanting to set this 
combustible matter in a blaze.

It was at this embarrassing position of affairs that Sir 
James Craig arrived in Canada. He landed 18th October, 
1807. He was then 57 years of age, forty-two of which he 
had passed in the army. He had seen service on this con
tinent, having been present in the actions at Saratoga, un
der the miserably incompetent, but gallant Burgoyne. He 
had borne a leading part in the capture of the Cape of Good 
Hope ; he had served five years in India, and subsequently 
commanded the British Corps d’Armée in the Mediterranean 
in 1805. No one could have brought a more brilliant mili
tary reputation to the country, and doubtless he was selected 
for this very cause, owing to the threatening aspect of our 
relations with the United States. His constitution, however, 
was thoroughly broken, and having before us his age, it is not 
hard to understand the despondent tone in which he speaks 
of “ the pressure of disease acquired in the service of my 
country.” But his death, seven months after his retirement 
from Canada, only too well tells the tale of a shattered 
health, of a broken constitution, and the unmistakeable pros■» 
tration caused by hopeless malady. Craig’s first parliament 
was marked with no unusual event. The House of Assem
bly, however, passed a bill excluding judges from their body, 
which the Legislative Council threw out, and the Assembly 
declared the seat of Mr. Hart, a Hebrew, vacant, because he 
was a Jew. In so acting, however, they merely followed the 
recognized intolerant doctrines of the day. Craig’s addres
ses from the throne were dictatorial and wordy. Judged by
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any standard, they must appear highly impolitic. There is 
a paternal tone running through them, which must have 
been exceedingly unpalatable to the young gentlemen of 
the Canadien, who had been reading Blackstone and De 
Lorme, and who were primed with the axioms of constitu
tional government gathered in the study. No little of this 
counsel was couched in the form,—men like the least,—that 
of telling those to whom it was addressed, virtually that it 
was necessary to tell them these things ; and when we come 
to examine the meaning of the generalities, they do not offer 
a single practical suggestion. This misjudged tone was the 
greater error, as the utterance was made in the face of a 
general election when governments if wise, are reticent The 
Canadien was now in full activity.״ Ifs"articles are temper
ate to a degree so far as its political tone is considered. 
But undoubtedly the writers did their best to widen the 
chasm of difference of race which it was the policy of the 
office holder to suggest It is astonishing that the writing 
is so tame and common place, and utterly bewildering that 
it should ever have subjected its authors to persecution. Mr. 
Gameau says sententiously “ 1'apparition de ce journal marque 
I'eri de la liberti de la presse." To our mind it marks no 
point at all in the history of the Country, but the imbecility 
and injustice of the Quebec Government clique. The col
umns of the paper contain essays on government, without 
the least power, shewing that their authors but imperfectly 
understood the questions they discussed. At the same time 
they were laudably free from personality. What was writ
ten was put to paper with the design of controlling the vote 
of the House of Assembly, and if the leaders of the mcve- 
pient had known how to wield the house they created, they 
would have been formidable. But it was in this point they 
failed. The leading men, although possessing ability, were 
singularly devoid of prudence. They seem never clearly to 
have understood the true position of a House of Assembly,
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in any parliamentary system, when even it possesses the 
most ample of rights and priviledges. Bordager and Bedard 
were men in no way deficient in power, but they were always 
ready to push matters to extremes as if ignorant that poli
tics is essential'y a science, the ruling principle of which is 
often that of compromise. Above all, they appear never to 
have thought that the true Statesman avoids every cause of 
needless irritation to an opponent. The great fault of the 
Canadien was to pander to the discord of the hour. Wit in 
its pages in no way exists ; but it knew how to touch the 
chord of jealous national susceptibility. Thus we read— 
“ Dans le dictionnaire ministeriel : mauvais sujet anti-minis
teriel.—democrat, sans-cidotte et damné, [sic] Canadien veulent 
dite la meme chose!'

Any wise and prudent ruler would here end the crisis in 
a different mode to Sir James Craig. He would have shewn 
the French Canadian that England was no respector of 
persons, that the old and new subjects were equal in her 
eyes. He would have snubbed the clique of insolent toad
ies who were deceiving him for their own ends,—and as 
Lord Durham did later, he would have treated with con
tempt the insolent airs and underbred pretentiousness of the 
Government official women. In an evil hour for himself, 
this most honest and worthy of men acted otherwise. Lis
tening to his irresponsible advisers, he dismissed five prom
inent French Canadian gentlemen from the militia, on the 
ground of being proprietors of a seditious and libellous pub
lication. Only that the exception can be found in his own 
government, no more arbitrary stretch of power can be met 
in any country under British rule. These gentlemen were 
Messrs. Pourt, Bedard, Taschereau, Borgia and Blanchet. 
When it is recollected that this step was taken within eight 
months after Craig’s arrival in Canada, we can estimate the 
extent of the passion which misrepresentation had instilled 
into his mind.

s 2 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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The new parliament met in April, 1809. The Governor’s 
speech was again unfortunate, more especially as the Legis
lature had been convoked on twenty-six days’ notice only. 
Craig was decisive on the point of causeless jealousies and 
unfounded suspicions. The phrase was only too suggestive 
of implied reproof, and the discontented turned to old sub
jects of discontent, with more than the old feeling of rancour. 
Of the new Parliament, 14 were of British origin, and 36 
French Canadians, a proportion generally found at this day. 
We presume that it is equally representative of religion, 
making the reduction of one from the Protestants for the 
persecuted Israelites. The old bill for disqualifying Judges, 
and another for expelling the Jew had been introduced, and 
Parliament was in the middle of its deliberations, when, in 
the second week of May, Craig went down vin state and 
summoned the legislature to his presence and assented to 
five bills of little moment. In a speech, perhaps only to be 
equalled by that of Cromwell, he announced his intention of 
dissolving the Assembly. He told them that in the place 
o f promoting harmony, they had wasted their time in frivol
ous debates, and that they had abused their functions ; that 
they had neglected matters of necessity ; that they had been 
intemperate and had acted detrimentally to the best interests 
of the country. He thanked the Legislative Council for 
their unanimity, zeal and unremitting attention ; and like
wise extended his thanks to a considerable portion of the 
House of Assembly, and •he stated that it was his intention 
to call a new P ro v in c ia l Pirliament. So extraordinary a 
dismissal could not fail but : 1 create strong feelings, and to 
cause important re su lts . The Canadian party, hitherto 
somewhat divided, w e re  by this violent proceeding, driven 
into the unity which has kept them together in such com
pact form to this hour, and from which however surely, in 
the present position of parties, they are but slowly disente
grating. The e m e rg e n c ie s  of modern politics are so differ-
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ent to the sentiment that has hitherto lead them to sink 
minor differences, that they are now somewhat resolving 
themselves into different spheres of opinion. That they 
have not hitherto done so, is greatly owing to the extreme 
conduct of Craig at this period, which led them to recognize 
the necessity of an unswerving party allegiance. A new 
Assembly was elected more hostile than ever to the Govern
ment. It met in January, 18 io. Craig was somewhat more 
politic than heretofore. He expressed his readiness in His 
Majesty’s name to assent to a bill making judges ineligible 
for Parliament; but the Governor’s unfortunate verbosity 
grated on the Assembly, and the first resolution carried, 
declared all interference with the functions of the House 
a breach of privilege. The House then proceeded to take 
up the Civil List, advancing the right to remodel and to 
vote the supply, at the same time offering to meet the whole 
cost of expenditure. Acknowledging the beneficence of the 
mother country, the House of Assembly expressed its readi
ness to relieve her of future cost, and as in the Imperial 
Parliament, to vote the estimates, and to impose the taxes 
necessary to defray them.

It was in these crises that the Assembly shewed its igno
rance of constitutional form. Instead of arogantly claim
ing to monopolize all power of action, its effort should have 
been directed towards inducing the Legislative Courcil to 
participate in a joint address.

Opposition to this step on the part of the Council was to 
be foreseen, an opposition passion extending over three or 
four years. But eventually the justice of the claim would 
have entailed its success. The Home Government never 
had but one thought towards Canada, viz., that of establish
ing a prosperous and happy community, and, if occasion 
had exacted it, it would specially have sent a Governor dele
gated to consummate this policy. The impractical charac
ter of the French Canadian politician of that day, interfered
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with any such line of conduct. When we judge these men, 
by the light of their countrymen in the present Dominion 
•Parliament, it seems unaccountable, they so ill understood 
the reform they could constitutionally advocate. Lafontaine 
and Morin of the last generation, thoroughly knew the pre
cise policy to follow ; and men like the late Sir G. Cartier, or 
Mr.Langevin and Mr. Cauchon of thepresent raceof politicians,

. could never commit the blunders of sixty years since.
The address was voted and presented to the governor, re

questing him to lay it before His Majesty’s Ministers for 
transmission to King, Lords and Commons. But the Gov
ernor refused to receive it, on the constitutional ground that 
all grants of money should, in the first instance, come in the 
form of a recommendation from the Crown, and that although 
such grants originate in the Lower House, they were invalid 
without the vote of the other branches of the Legislature. 
He further pointed out that the course was unusual indeed, 
without precedent, for a single branch of the legislature to 
address in any form either of the Imperial Houses of Par־
liament ; that His Majesty’s Ministers were not the medium 
o f  communication with the House of Commons ; and that 
without the Royal command, it was beyond his duty to place 
any such address in their hands for the purpose named. 
However, as a testimony of the good intentions of His 
Canadian subjects, he would transmit the address to the 
King, and he would do so, to shew rather his sense of the 
.voluntary pledge and promise, and that the step must not 
be held as compliance with any unconstitutional proceeding. 
 But the Parliament was not to end in peace. A Bill was ־
introduced making Judges incapable of sitting in the Lower 
House. Sent to the Upper House, a clause was added 
that it should take effect after the expiration of the present 
Parliament. The House of Assembly therefore declared 

•Judge DeBonne’s seat vacant. But Sir James Craig was on 
his side in no way to be outgeneralled, for he at once pro
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rogued parliament, and he informed the members that he 
had determined again to appeal to the people. This step 
was taken on the 26th February, 1810. Within twenty days 
another proceeding followed, so uncalled for, so arbitrary, so 
marked by folly, that every one concerned must partake of 
the disgrace with which history has stamped the act. This 
was the seizure of the Canadien. On the warrant of Chief 
Justice Sewell, a party of soldiers, with a magistrate, enter
ed the printing office of this paper on the 17th March, and 
seized the whole of the type, presses and paper. The printer 
was also apprehended; and in two days afterwards three 
members of the House of Assembly, Messrs. Bedard, Blan- 
ehet and Taschereau were arrested at Quebec. Messrs. 
Laforce, Pierre Papineau and Corbeil, undergoing the same 
treatment at Montreal.

On the 21 st March, the Governor issued one of his extra
ordinary proclamations, a proof that the whole scheme was 
pre-determined. No one can doubt Sir J. Craig’s honesty 
and excellence of character ; and the only explanation pos
sible to this extraordinary proceeding is that the office-hold
ers seeing that there was a chance of their position being 
assailed, had persuaded him that really some traitorous con
spiracy did exist. It is not impossible that the desire exist* 
ed of embroiling the Imperial Government in the quarrels 
which they themselves created, the more firmly to assure 
themselves against Provincial influence, and the better to 
secure the positions they held. One fact is certain, nothing 
in the columns of the Canadien warranted the outrage. 
There was no rebellion of any sort whatever. The gentle
men implicated were certainly troublesome members of the 
House of Assembly, but we persume even Sir J. Craig would 
scarcely recognize such a cause as the reason for arrest.

Sir James Craig met his new Parliament on the 12th De
cember. ' The prisoners had been released excepting Mr. 
Bedard, who declined to leave his prison and demanded a
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trial, and it was evident his detention would be the cause of 
difficulty. But the Governor, with all his faults, was per
sonally respected. He was a bold,dashing soldier,—kindly— 
in his relations with men, a gentleman—like the theoretic 
Bishop of old, given to hospitality,—which cannot be said of 
every Canadian Governor General,—and of men too, much 
abler than Sir J. Craig, whose administration has yet to be 
written, and whose want of duty in this respect,—and there 
are those who recognize it as a duty,—is still unpardoned. 
The members, too, recollected his firmness and determina
tion, and his unbending character. The result is, that much 
as they disliked to renew the temporary act for the better 
preservation of His Majesty, the provisions of which had 
been strained to arrest Bfedard and the others, when sent 
down from the Upper House, they passed it. It is due to 
their patriotism to bear in mind the troublous times in which 
they acted, for it was then very evident that war with the 
United States must follow, and the Canadian of every race 
and creed had thrown his fortunes with Great Britain, to go 
through the glorious three years which followed.

This contingency had doubtless great influence on the 
policy of the Quebec Legislature. There was, however, the 
usuai interchange of manifestoes. The Governor commenced 
with the general advice he always seemed to think it his 
duty to offer to the House of Assembly, followed with the 
tone, which they took, as if it were incumbent on them to 
resent it,—while the Governor replied with the same gener
alities with which he had commenced,—in their way, ill 
judged and offensive. The session, however, passed over 
quietly, if not with cordiality, and the House was prorogued 
on the 21st March.

But it was plain that the day of Sir James Craig was 
passed. Previous to the prorogation of Parliament, he had 
been informed that his request to be released from the Gov
ernment, owing to his declining health, had been acceeded
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to. His last speech from the throne may be recognized as 
an official farewell. But he could not divest himself of his 
love of sermonizing. He inculcated submission to the laws; 
warned them against the attendant evils of that prosperity 
on which he congratulated the members,—the evils of lux
ury and dissipation,—appealed to the efforts of religion and 
the magistracy to counteract their effects. Cautioned his 
hearers against envy and jealousy, and advocated the mutual 
intercourse of kindness and benevolence. “ I am earnest in 
this advice, gentlemen,״ he continued ! “ It is probably the 
last legacy of a very sincere well-wisher," and he proceeded 
to trace the condition of the united people he was leaving, 
more in accordance with his own honest illusions, than with 
the real condition of the Province. Sir James Craig left 
Canada in June, 1811. He died in England, January, 1812.

It is somewhat difficult to analyze a complex character 
like that of Sir James Craig, and while condemning no small 
part of his administration, in itself generally the true criter
ion of worth, to speak of the man with respect and reverence• 
Garneau introduces him as “ administrateur fantastique ei 
bomi,'‘ and we cannot deny that there is some warrant for 
the epithet. Craig most certainly was ignorant of the true 
principles of Colonial Government as we understand them 
to-day. But in this respect, he was no worse than his entout- 
rage, or his opponents. He differed, however, from most of 
the men about him, in this, that his policy was a matter of 
faith, and that his truth was genuine and deep. Indeed it 
has never even been questioned. His nature was singularly 
straightforward and honest, and untainted with one ignoble 
motive. Even the most one sided of French Canadian his
torians, tells us “ il n'avait pas au fond tin mauvais ceeurf 
and the proof of the estimation in which he was held as a 
soldier and leader, and as one to be followed and trusted, is 
found in the conduct of the French Canadians themselves, 
who in that time of trial nobly answered to the call of
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patriotism and duty, and filled the ranks of the militia when 
the appeal for enrolment was made. The chance of war 
with the United States lay before the Province, but no one 
doubted the ability or experience of Craig to meet the crisis. 
Thus in spite of his unfortunate self-assertion, the high 
qualities of a generous nature, ever on the surface, gained 
for him a universal feeling of respect.

The British population had been taught to believe that 
he was the champion of their nationality, and their devotion 
was without limit. It is to those he failed to conciliate that 
we must look for the less enthusiastic judgment of his mea
sures and policy, and the latter will find as little favor with 
all lovers of good government at this advanced period of 
the century, as when in the first decade they were censured 
by a vote of the Assembly. No one, however, has impugned 
the sincerity, the patriotism, the conviction by which they 
were dictated. It has never been even hinted that he acted 
otherwise than from a sense of right. But he labored under 
the misfortune of having advisers interested ir the perpetu
ation of the abuses which were assailed, and of being op
posed by politicians in the very infancy cf the knowledge 
of statesmanship, who, however right they started in their 
desire for change, invariably permitted themselves to be 
placed in the wrong. Craig committed great faults, but he 
possessed great qualities. The prompting motive of his life 
was du ty ; and yet it is to such a character that an obscure 
unknown personage, on a rude, half legible coin, has applied 
the reproach of being “ Vexator Canadiensis,” to be remem
bered so long as Numismatics remain a science. The per
petrator little foresaw the immortality he was conveying, 
and the extent to which the challenge would be answered. 
For we believe, that when the history of Canada comes to 
be written, as the duty has yet to be performed by men free 
from prejudice, and removed from the active influences which 
bewilder and pervert judgment, Craig, with all his errors,
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will stand forth as no unpleasing portrait, but as a character 
which many would do well to imitate,—in his generosity, his 
honesty of purpose, his courage and his gentleness,—we use 
the word advisedly,—while they avoid the errors, and blem
ishes of his administration, most of which sprang, not from 
want of principle, or from an ill balanced and weak mind> 
but from want of experience ; want of political knowledge, 
and above all, from being thrown amid unprincipled, in
terested and irresponsible advisers.

6o  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

A RARE BOOK.
N this age of cheap literature, it is a little wonder

ful to find that the very highest prices yet 
realized, are paid for the early specimens of the 
printer’s craft. But so it is. There was a sale 

very recently in London of a small collection of rarities, 
belonging to Mr. Perkins. The catalogue numbered but 
865 lots, yet it was confidently predicted that the proceeds 
of the sale would reach twenty thousand pounds sterling, 
and even this enormous total was considerably exceeded by 
the actual result. The great feature of the sale was the sub
mission to competition of two copies of the famous Mazarin 
Bible, one on vellum and the other on paper. The Mazarin 
Bible gets its name from the fact that the copy first known to 
bibliographers, was discovered in the library of Cardinal 
Mazarin. It has the double distinction of being, probably, the 
first edition of the Latin Bible, and the first book printed with 
metal types by Gutenberg and Faust. As it has no date 
(the first edition with a date is 1462,) the year of its pro
duction can only be stated conjecturally, as not earlier than 
1450, nor later than 1455. “ There can be little doubt,” says
a London correspondent, “ that this book was printed at 
Mayence, and we have the usual roundabout testimony that 
before the sheets were worked off the cost of it had reached
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4,000 florins. Whether on paper or on vellum, it is one of 
the finest books and rarest in the world, and one of the 
finest as well as earliest specimens of printing. One can 
almost agree with the cataloguer that in contemplating this 
work, the mind is lost in astonishment that the inventors of 
printing should, by a single effort have exhibited the perfec
tion of their art.” The price which the copy on vellum 
brought was ;63,400 sterling, and the copy on paper ;62,690. 
These are the highest prices ever bid for a printed book, the 
highest price on record previous to this sale being £2 ,260 
a t the Roxburgh sale by the Marquis of Blandford for a 
unique Valdarfer Boccaccio of 1471.
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“ CHAGOUAMIGNON. ״

BY T. S. BROWN.

HAT future Etymologists may not be over distres
sed by the name of a short lane, running from 
between 420 and 422 St. Paul Street to Capital 
Street, Montreal, which is written on the directing 

board, “ Chagouamignon" I will furnish some explanation. Of 
course the word is “ Indian ” and like most of the so called 
Indian words, one of our own manufacture.

In old times on the corresponding board, it was written, 
“ Chag8omigon,” in very rude letters ; and nobody in the 
neighbourhood could tell the meaning. Some years later 
I learned, from a “ Pundit ” at Caughnawaga, that it was 
the Iroquois word “ Shawanagan,” meaning “ the eye of a 
needle,” and the name of the falls on the St. Maurice, twen
ty four miles from Three Rivers, where it is applicable to 
the gorge through which the waters pass to the basin below. 
The “ W ” or “ Wh ” is often required in the Iroquois 
language, and as the letter is not in the French alphabet, the 
missionaries have substituted the figure “ 8 ” in their printed
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books, used in the Indian Schools. This figure 8 (huit in 
French, and pronounced very like “ Wheat,” ) makes a fair 
equivalent.

To show the change we take in making “ Indian ” names, 
the names of the falls above mentioned is found written in 
public documents “ Shawanagan,” “ Shewinegon ” and with 
several other transpositions of letters.

The real origin is probably Algonquin, a sewing needle,, 
being in the language, “ Chabounikan,” “ Needle,” generally 
being “ Shabonigan.” Between this last word, and the name 
of the lane, or of the falls, the changes are interesting, as 
showing how modern words are made.

A s to the lane itself, like the proverbial “ Needle on the 
' hay-mow,” it is anything but conspicuous.

6 2  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

A N  E N G R A V E D  S IL V E R  M E D A L  OF T H E  
“ FR E R E S DU C A N A D A ,” 1786.

BY S I R  G.  D U N C A N  G I B B ,  B A R T .

the first number of the Antiquarian that appear
ed, was on an account of the Beaver Club insti
tuted at Montreal in 1785, by Merchants then 
carrying on the Indian trade of Canada. Their 

badge of membership was an engraved Gold Medal which 
was described. This medal is referred to now because it 
was formerly the custom, even as far back as the time of 
Charles I. to use badges of the kind, and almost invariably 
they were engraved. Indeed in those days, it was the prac
tice to use engraved silver counters in playing cards, many 
exquisite examples of which have come down to our own 
time, by the hand of well known artists, and some occur in 
my collection of coins and medals.

The Beaver Club was not the only body in Canada that 
used these engraved medals for its members. There was
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another one, that went by the name of “Freres du Canada,” 
founded in 1786, and their badge of membership consisted 
of an engraved silver medal in the shape of a heart, on the 
obverse of which, within a fancy engraved border around the 
rim, are the words “ Freres du Canada 1786." On the re
verse is a similar border, with an eye at the top of the 
middle of the heart, and lower down about the centre, two 
hands clasped, beneath which is the word “ inseperable." 
The illustration gives an accurate representation of this medal 
of the natural size. On the cross piece on the obverse, near 
the perforation for the ribbon, is an incused stamped mark, 
with the letters ״ N R,” evidently the initials of the engraver 
of the medal. I am not sufficiently well versed in the his
tory of the time at which this club was formed to give much 
information myself about it, but probably some of the read
ers of the journal may be able to do so. I do not think 
the medal was a badge of any religious brotherhood, nor 
that the society was in anyway similar to the “ Christian. 
Brothers ” in Canada at the present time, who are engaged 
in teaching.

The history of the medal is this : it came into the posses
sion of my uncle, Major George Gibb of Sorel, with other 
things, by the will of an old Highland Officer, who fought 
on the Plains of Abraham, afterwards settled in Montreal, 
and died in 1811. It was a Christmas gift to me from my 
relative in 1836, who could give me no information concern
ing the Society of which it was a badge, nor has enquiry on 
my part elicited any particulars worthy of notice. In all 
probability the Society or Brotherhood was not confined to 
any one place in Canada, but included a body whose ramifi
cations extended to various parts of the country, although 
its headquarters may have been at Montreal, and this, one is 
disposed to believe is not far from the truth. It has occurred 
to  me also, that the old Highland Officer, who had shared 
in the campaign which led to the Conquest of Canada may
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have been himself one of the “ Freres du Canada ,” for he 
was living in Montreal in 1786. As furnishing however, 
some additional information of interest and novelty, it seems 
desirable to place a notice of this Society and its medal in׳ 
the pages of the Antiquarian.

London, June 18, 1873.
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NOTES ON COINS.
BY TIIE LATE STANLEY C. BAGG, F.N.S.

(From a payer tra d  before the N um ism atic and A ntiquarian  Society o f M ontreal.)

UMISMATICS as a Science has a claim on all 
intelligent persons that no other subject of study 
can surpass. In Coins and Medals, more than 
in any other monuments, the past is preserved 

and its heroes and great events are kept memorable, forms 
of worship, manners and customs of nations ; titles of kings 
and emperors may thus be determined ;—in fact, coins have 
been frequently of the greatest service, by illustrating doubt
ful points of history, and even by bringing to light circum
stances and events unknown to us before. Without the 
help of medals and inscriptions, tve should be ignorant of a 
fact exceeding honorable to the memory of Antoninus Pius. 
Possibly it was to the almost imperishable nature of the 
splendid medals of the Augustan age that Horace alluded, 
when he spoke of a fame more enduring than brass. Then 
as now, the record of coins and medals were regarded as 
most lasting; and it may be safely affirmed, that we owe as 
much of our historical knowledge of the remote past to the 
coins of nations long since past away, as we owe to their 
written chronicles on paper or parchment.

Coins first consisted of rude lumps of metal, and were 
afterwards stamped on one side only with simple devices, 
such as a pomegranate or bird, helmet or flower. The device
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was afterwards improved into a head, generally of the patron 
divinity of the country or town where the money was coined; 
and at a subsequent period the clumsy mark of the hammer, 
visible on the earliest specimens, was exchanged for some 
emblem or device, thus giving to each side of the coin a 
similar decoration.—Portraiture of rulers was not introduced 
on coins before the reign of Alexander the Great, and he 
was first represented as the god Jupiter Ammon, in which 
character he appears on a coin struck by Lysimachus. A 
Grecian Drachma, coined in the days of Alexander the 
Great, was picked up in the streets of the once buried 
Pompeii. It has on the obverse the head of Alexander; on the 
reverse, a figure of Jupiter sitting in a chair, holding a hasta 
pura (spear of favor) in his left hand, and an imperial eagle 
in the right,—the inscription is Alexander. During the age 
Phidias and Praxiteles, the most flourishing period of Greek 
art, some of the most beautiful statues of divinities were 
copied on coins, and occasionally groups fof figures were 
added, so that by this means we can behold transcriptsof many 
celebrated works which perished years ago. This custom, 
also prevailed in the time of the Roman emperors. Coins 
may fairly be called sculpture in miniature ; and it is by their 
means that the famous Venus of Cnidus, the Palatine 
Opollo, and the Colossus of Rhodes, are still preserved, 
although history too clearly narrates the exact circumstan
ces of their destruction. Various family types occur in 
Roman Consular Coins, which commemorate some remark
able events connected with the consulships of certain indi
viduals.

As historical records, therefore, these coins are peculiarly 
interesting. The coins of the Aimilian family supply strik
ing examples of types of this class. The imperial types 
exhibit triumphs, and consular processions, the Emperors 
continuing to retain the ancient consular rank and authority. 
Allusions to the consulships and consulships-elect of the
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emperors are frequent in the legends on the imperial coins; 
the compound titles which the emperors were pleased to 
assume, with their names, are also in this same manner re
corded.

It will be borne in remembrance that the title IMP. (In*־ 
perator) was not prefixed to the imperial name until, in later 
times, the Romans had become so familiarized with sovereign
ty that they no longer hesitated publicly to recognize the 
fact.

Under the title of Roman Medallions are included all those 
productions of the Roman mint which exceed the current 
coin in size and weight. These medallions were struck both 
at Rome, and in the Provinces of the empire, on various occa
sions, generally for the purpose of commemorating some 
event of historical interest, and occasionally for ordinary 
currency. Before Hadrian, Roman medallions are very rare, 
but subsequently they are of more frequent occurrence. 
The medallions struck by the Senate bear the letters S. C. 
(Senatus Consulto,) The following Emperors commemor
ated their conquests in Britain on certain of their coins 
Claudius, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Commodus, Severus, 
Caracella, and Geta. A few years since a number of small 
brass coins, evidently from a Roman Mint, were dug out at 
Canwick, at a depth of eighteen inches from the surface. The 
majority are in a high state of preservation, especially some 
of the time of Constantine the Great, commonly known as 
the first Christian Emperor. A small brass coin is com
paratively little impaired by the immense lapse of years it 
must have lain in the ground. The observe, which is sharp, 
clear, and distinct, has upon it the helmeted head of the 
Emperor, and bears the inscription CONSTANTINVS 
AVG. (Constantinus Angustus.) The reverse is less distinct; 
but upon it may be traced two winged figures, apparently in 
an act of ovation, and an inscription which, though partially 
erased, in all probability was VICTORIA! BRITT AN IQE.
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Though the statues of marble, the arches of triumph, the 
gorgeous palaces reared by the Monarchs of the Empire of 
Rome, have been razed to the ground, or have crumbled 
into dust, these, in themselves, paltry coins, remain monu
ments of the might of the age they represent, and record, 
fresh as the day they were coined, such great historical 
facts in their inscriptions as Victoriae Brittanicae, and Judaea 
Capta.
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ST. LAWRENCE.
S U G G E S T E D  B V  A  V IS IT  T O  T H E  S U M M IT  O F  T H E  M O U N T A IN  A T  

M O N T R E A L .

HE following lines first appeared in “ The Liter
ary Garland" published by Mr. John Lovell of 
this City, in 1840 :

I gaze on thee 1
Path of a thousand streams, which, wandering, seek 
A home, where ocean’s mighty crested waves 
Dash round the sea-god’s car—the common bourne 
Of the “ wide waste of water,”—and the sire 
Of the mountain cataract and sluggish pool I—
Of fount and rivulet—of rain and dew ! * * * *

Alone I stand,
With God and Nature, where the giant trees 
Lift their strong arms in worship mute to heaven,
While the sunset woos their tinted leaves 
To meet the kiss of even. All is still—
The waters, gilded with departing day 
Reflect the purity above—around—
Or for a moment crest their mimic waves 
With feathery spray, mocking ocean seas 
When the wild winds run riot with the storm,
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While ever and anon they calmly sink 
In placid beauty into rest again,
And tiny barks, whose freight is love and youth, 
Dance on the river's breast as though they joyed 
In the glad hopes of this most jocund hour.

My heart is stirred
With thoughts tumultuous, when thus I gaze,
From the proud mountain’s crest, on earth and sky, 
And the wide range of forest, field, and vale,
While in its mighty course St. Lawrence bears 
His sea-bound tribute on. Surpassing fair 
Majestic stream, art thou ! I love to trace,
As with a visioned eye, thy devious path,
Through solitary wilds, from that lone spot 
Where first the gen’rous earth is oped to give 
Thy babbling fount to Heaven. M£thinks I see 
Thy nameless brooklet, in its fated course, 
Gathering its tribute from its kindred streams 
Till, rich in borrowed power, it speeds along 
Father and king of water. Anon ye sleep 
On the broad breast of the untrodden plain 
In all the attributes of seas, save those 
Which human lips bestow.

Thy shorps are fringed
With gorgeous trees, that dip their pendant arms 
In the cool waters, while beneath their shade 
Disports the playful fawn. The mother deer, 
Guarding the gambols of her much-loved young, 
With timid ear erect, is watching there,
Lest danger come with stealthy footstep nigh.

The scene is one
My fancy loves to dwell on. Peace is there 
While man, the spoiler, comes n o t! In the wild 
And generous rangers of these forest homes
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I trace a type of what our lot had been 
Had not the sin of disobedience come 
To chase our Faith away! But, ah ! e’en here! 
Where none whose ear hath ever drank the sound 
Of Revelation, is the withering curse 

M Written in sunbeams.” On my senses thrill 
The echoing shout of those whose sight is death 
To the weak habitants of wood and wild.

♦  * * * *

Again I stand ״
On the sky-towering mount—the verdant plains, 
The swelling waters, and the forest trees,
Lie spread before me, as one giant leaf 
From Nature’s glorious book—the city’s towers, 
With glittering spires reflecting back the ray 
O f the young moonbeam. A holy stillness reigns 
On the delicious scene, and heaven looks down 
In smiles of beauty on the sleeping world.

Methinks mine eye 
Can trace the windings of the river’s path,
And far on the horizon verge descry 
The white sail of some ship from other land, 
Swelling in even’s breeze, and hurrying on 
Unto the wished-for haven! Her decks, perchance, 
Are crowded with a hundred wanderers, wooed 
Unto our fair and fertile shores, with tales 
Of their magnificence—the teeming wealth 
Poured out from Nature’s ever bounteous lap.
If  it be so, I send upon the breeze 
A  cordial welcome, from one friendly heart 
That fain would see unnumbered homes arise 
Amid our boundless wastes.

Yon winged ship
Hath sped, unwavering, on her destined course ;
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And oft, at night, the wailing winds careered 
Amid her־cordage, and her planks replied,
In dreary cadence, to the tempest's howl;
But, to the quivering needle true, she swept 
O’er all the trackless wilderness of waves ;
And many an aching eye, now strained to view 
The nearing city, hath of late reposed 
On naught but sea and sky—yet faith hath kept 
Their spirits fearless, and their hopes hath fed— 

•And now they reap the fruits of the fond tru s t: 
The breaking dawn shall see them tread the soil 
On which their dreams repose 1 
Theirs is no joyous lot—though not all sad,
For hope is theirs! ,Twere vain to tell 
To him who hath not felt the burning tear 
That sears the rose upon the exile’s cheek—
The agony of him who ne’er again
May see the “ spot where he was born,” or scan
The “ old familiar faces ” that he loved.
The thoughts that crowd the. cavern of the heart, 
Linking the future to the hallowed past,
Are snapped asunder as a brittle reed,
And the lone wanderer, in his sorrow, deems 
That he, wherever he may roam, must be 
A  lonely one in crowds. And when the bark 
Is slowly gliding o’er the noiseless deep,
The far-off hills into their ether changing,
His heart grows sick, and he would gladly brave 
All human ills, so he might sleep at last 
Besides his father’s grave.

Yet ״ time will soothe
The wayward spirit,” and the hopes which fill 
The eager spirit of the emigrant,
Will, in his bosom, take the place of love.
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A  few brief weeks careering o’er the deep
And the pent spirit longs again to see
The green and laughing earth—and when, at last,
The vessel rides upon our mimic seas,
And proud S t  Lawrence, with its tree-crown’d shores, 
Its verdant island’s and its frowning steeps,
Its rock-girt cities, and its iron towers,
Crowned with the banners of his own loved isle,
Burst on the wanderer’s eye—their grandeur seems, 
Akin to that of his own blessed home,
And he forgets his sorrow in his awe,
E ’en as, of old, the ocean pioneer,
When he had gained the coast before unknown, 
Gazed in rapt wonder at the glorious scene,
Undreamt of, save in some few godlike souls 
Chosen from out the multitude to do 
Their mighty Maker’s will.

Itself a world—
No clime than this hath prouder, brighter hopes,
With its innumerable and untrod leagues 
O f fertile earth, that waif but human skill 
And patient industry—by commerce fed—
To win their way to eminence as proud.

O’er other clime,
The balmy winds may breathe more fragrant sighs, 
And rarer flowers may in their garden bloom ;
But, in stern majesty and grandeur, none 
May bear the palm away. Our waters wide 
Enrich ten thousand leagues of choicest earth ;
And songs of praise arise where late the wild 
Had never felt the tread of aught besides 
The roving hunter and his panting prey ;
And while we shed the unaffected tear
For those who could not share their fathers’ homes
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With the rude stranger, but had rather died,
We trace the hand of Him, the Mighty One,
Who bade his ministers to seek the caves
Where dwelt the heathen— there to preach His word,
And teach all nations of the earth to know
His name and His omnipotence— we feel
That all is ordered for one mighty end,
And willing bow to His all-wise decree !
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E N G LISH  COPPER COIN AGE.

[From Rccnative  Science.)

E first copper coinage issued in bulk by British 
sovereigns was that of Charles II., in 1665. It 
consisted of half-pence and farthings. The far
things had on the reverse the figure of Britannia, 

with the motto, “ Quatuor Maria vindico.” On the obverse 
they bore the head of the king, with “ Carolus a Carolo." 
On the edge, done by a newly invented milling machine, 
was the motto, “ Nummorum famulus,” meaning (it is con
jectured) the servant o f money, as being the lowest kind of 
English money. A  farthing of this issue, if as perfect as 
when first struck, that is, “ a Jleur de coin," as they say, may 
be worth a few shillings ; if at all rubbed, it is only worth a 
few pence ; and if much rubbed, it is only worth its weight 
in copper; those of the same pattern, issued in 1672 (the 
same devices, (except in the motto of Britannia on the re
verse), are much more common, and, therefore, worth less. 
The threepenny, fourpenny, and sixpenny silver pieces of 
of Queen Elizabeth are almost all common, and worth but 
a trifle more than their intrinsic value in silver. There are 
a few rarities in the series, but not likely to be picked up in 
a chance way.
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A N D  N U M IS M A T IC  JO U R N A L . / 3

“ IN M EM ORIAM .”

S T A N L E Y  C L A R K  BAG G, ESQ ., J . I ’., E .N .S .

E R E  is a nation, even now extant, possessing as 
brave a history as that of the Romans— as po
etic as that of the Greeks :— a nation that has 
controlled the world’s history in many things, 

and at many times, and whose achievements in war and in 
letters are worthy of the most heroic age of Rome and the 
most finished period of Greece : a nation whose philosophy 
outran their age; and anticipated results that have been 
slowly occurring ever since. This reference can be true of 
but one people, and that people is the Norstuien: the 
dwellers in Scandinavia, who lived as heroes, lords, and con- 
querers ; who. sailing out of the ice and desolation in which 
they were born and nurtured, conquered England, Scotland 
and Ireland ; ravaged Brittany and Normandy ; discovered 
and colonized Iceland and Greenland ; and they can be said, 
with confidence, to have crossed the Atlantic in their crazy 
barks, and to have discovered this very Continent, before 
Columbus ; to have anchored in Vineyard Sound, and left a 
monument behind them ; arid wherever they went, they 
went as lords and rulers.”

The Scandinavians, that is the inhabitants of Sweden and 
Norway, and those of Denmark, were known in Southern 
Europe by the common appellation of Normans.

The ancestor of the B a g g e  family had the honor of 
claiming these renowned people as his fellow-countrymen, 
he having immigrated to England from Sweden in the time 
of Hardicanute, about A.D. 1040.

The late Stanley C. Bagg was born at Montreal, 1820. He 
received his education at some of the principal City Academ
ies, and at McGill College, and was admitted to the Notarial 
profession in 1842, and practiced successfully for some }׳ears
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after his admission, but having inherited an estate in England, 
and being at the time, after the Seminary of St. Sulpice, the 
largest landed proprietor on the Island of Montreal, the 
care of his estates induced him to relinquish it. His literary 
and scientific ■attainments were of a superior order. The 
local press was largely indebted to his pen, and he was the 
author of several Hymns for Christmas, Good Friday, 
Easter and Ascension Day.

His ever thorough loyalty to the crown, was evinced as 
early as in the Rebellion of 1838, when he volunteered as 
an ensign, and was at the battle of St. Eustache, subsequent
ly rising in the service, to the grade of a captain of cavalry, 
and he was in 1859 (by his own request) placed on the un
attached list, with a view to future service in the Active 
force.

Mr. Bagg invariably refused to participate in partizan 
politics, or to accept of a seat in Parliament, or the mayor- 
ality of his native city ; but he took great interest in the 
Benevolent, Literary and Scientific Societies of Montreal.

He was one of the founders of the Numismatic and An
tiquarian Society, and until his decease . continued to 
take deep interest in all its workings. When the publi
cation of this journal was first suggested, he entered 
most heartily into the project, and was unanimously placed 
upon the Editorial Staff, and a more pleasant or genial com
panion in Editorial labors could not have been selected. 
The members of the Society had also in former years elect
ed him as its President, and his re-election would have cer
tainly taken place, but for his expressed desire that younger 
members should share the honor. Many of our readers 
are acquainted with Mr. Bagg’s Numismatic and Archaeolo
gist treatises, but we cannot refrain from giving the titles 
of some of his most able productions, and which have all 
been warmly noticed by the press of England and America. 
1. “ Notes on Coins.” 2. “ Coins and Medals as aids to the
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Study and Verification of Holy Writ.” 3. “ A Chronologi
cal Numismatic Compendium of the Twelve Caesars, and a 
Summary of remarkable events from the birtli of Julius 
Caesar, B.C. ioo, to the death of Saint John the Evangelist, 
A.D. 100.” 4. “ Archaeologia Americana." 5. “ Canadian 
Archaeology.” 6. “ Tadoussac.” 7. “ The Antiquities and 
Legends of Durham.” 8. “ Continental Notes,” (for private 
circulation.)

Mr. Bagg was also one of the founders of the “ English 
Workingmen’s Benefit Society,” which has been of incalcul
able value to the families of the hundreds of members who 
were induced to join, through his instrumentality and 
patronage.

In addition to the Societiesjust named, he was a member 
of other local, literary, scientific, national, religious and 
charitable bodies. He was also a member of the Numismatic 
Societies of London and Philadelphia, a corresponding 
member of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, U.S. 
an Honorary Member of the Montreal Field Battery of 
Artillery, and also of the Hochelaga Light Infantry׳.

He was for many years a Vestry-man and Warden of 
Christ Church Cathedral, and always one of its most active 
and useful members, beloved and esteemed by the Bishops 
and all the Clergy, and honored by positions upon im
portant Committees in the Diocese Synod and elsewhere.

In 1859, he was appointed one of Her Majesty’s Justices 
for the District of Montreal; and for a time performed 
Judicial duties. Mr. Bagg was also a Life Governor of the 
Protestant House of Industry and Refuge ; and a Life 
Member of the following Societies : the Cathedral Young 
Men’s Christian Association ; the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science ; the Numismatic and Anti
quarian Society of Montreal; the Natural History Society 
of Montreal; the Montreal Horticultural and Agricultural 
Society ; and the Montreal Mechanics’ Institute.
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Of the numerous offices to which he has been elected, a 
few only are named : President of the English Working
men’s Benefit Society, President of the Numismatic and 
Antiquarian Society, Vice-President of the Montreal Dis
pensary, Member of the Council of the Literary Club, 
Member of Council, and Librarian of the Natural History 
Society, and Delegate to the Provincial and Diocesan 
Synods.

He also took an active part in the reception of the Prince 
of Wales, when on a visit to Canada.

Socially, he was a most hospitable gentleman and took 
great delight in entertaining his fellow-citizens or American 
and English friends.

During the earlier years of the history of the Numismatic 
Society, it was customary to assemble monthly at the resi
dence of the members, and Mr. Bagg repeatedly tendered 
the hospitalities of Fairmount Villa, and it is but justice to 
say, that among the many pleasant gatherings, none were 
more enjoyable than those referred to. It was at his resi
dence that the first meeting of the Editorial Committee of 
the Canadian Antiquarian was held, and the details respect
ing the issue were finally adopted.

Mr. Bagg married in 1844, the eldest daughter of the late 
Robert Mitcheson, Esq., of Philadelphia, and died at Fair- 
mount Villa, his hospitable home at Montreal, on August 8,
A.D. 1873. •

During the last days of his short, but severe illness, Mr. 
Bagg was silent, and apparently unconscious, but in the 
stillness of the night, before his death, he broke its quiet 
vigils by exclaiming with a perfectly clear and distinct utter
ance, “ I am happy !” “ I am happy.” They were the last
words he ever spoke, and a fitting testimony to the triumph 
of his faith. The introduction to his last will and testament 
as composed by himself, is in these words : “ First, and prin
cipally, I resign my soul unto God the Father, in the hum-
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ble hope that, through the merits of God the Son, he may 
receive it into his favour, and that being sanctified by God 
and the Ho'y Ghost, it may rest in peace until the general 
resurrection : when may God grant me a perfect consumma
tion of bliss in body and soul in the kingdom of God.” 
The will contains bequests to a number of charitable 
institutions, as follows :

“ The Church Home (for the Church of Kngland poor.) 
The Church Society of this Diocese (now merged in the 
Diocese Synod for missionary purposes.) The Protestant 
Orphan Asylum. The Ladies Benevolent Society. Auxil
iary Bible Society. English General Hospital. Montreal 
Dispensary. St. Patrick’s Orphan Asylum. Hospital du 
Saint Enfant Jesus, Mile End.”

The coat of arms of the family of Baggc or Bagg, of 
Plymouth, was granted in 1607. Shield—-Paley and bendy 
of six, counter-charged ar. and gu. on a chief o r .; three 
cinque foils az. Crest—A cinque foil az. between two wings, 
endorsed the dexter gu., the other ar. The motto “ Remem
ber ” is an expression under which great mysteries were sup
posed to be concealed, it being the last word uttered by 
King Charles the Martyr, in 1649.

The following touching impromptu lines were written by 
an eminent Episcopal clergyman of Philadelphia, whilst in 
England in 1866, upon reading a newspaper account of the 
presentation of a silver tankard (on which was engraved the 
word “ Remember,”) to Stanley Clark Bagg, Esq., by the 
English Workingmen’s Benefit Society of Montreal :

“ R E M E M 1! E K . ”

Remember all the tears you dry 
From infant cheek and hoary face ; 

By kindling in the human eye
The hope, that gives to life its grace.
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,Remember all the woes you send ״
From humble homes, and cottage floors,

* By acting as the poor man’s friend,
And chasing want from poor men’s doors.

“ Remember how they prize the day 
To memories choicest feelings wed,

Which joined them to your loyal way— 
They mark it with a letter red.

“ Remember how it cheers the wife
When sickness lays her husband low,

To feel that brothers guard his life,
And strive to avert the dreaded blow.

“ Remember how it soothes her pain
When human skill has failed to save :

To see them swell the funeral train,
And cast the laurel o’er his grave.

“ Remember how it soothes her heart 
’Midst clouded hours of bitter grief,

To find that brothers take her part,
And kindly gives to her relief.'

“ Remember all the good that’s done,
And give to God the praise,—

To Father, Spirit, and the Son,
Through everlasting days.”
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B E N E D IC T  A R N O L D ’S A D D R E S S  TO  T H E  
IN H A B IT A N T S  O F QU EBEC.

JN the Library of the American Antiquarian So-• 
ciety, Worcester, Mass., there is a large collection 
of most interesting and valuable historical manu
scripts and printed books. Among the former 

are a number of letters relating to the Expedition against 
Canada in 1776,— one from Gen. David Wooster to Captain 
Hector McNeil, Pointe aux Tremble ; one from Gen. Charles 
Lee to Gen. Wooster at Montreal; one from Tapping Reeve 
to his brother in the army before Quebec ; and one, an ad
dress of Benedict Arnold to the inhabitants of Quebec. 
The latter is one in which Canadians will feel an interest. 
The original is in French, and reads :

To the Inhabitants of Quebec :
On account of the presdnt scarcity of gold and silver 

coin, and the very great outlay which we are obliged to 
make daily for the maintenance of our army before Quebec, 
we deem it expedient to make current a sufficient quant
ity of the paper money issued Dy order of the Hon. Con
gress on the universal credit of the United Colonies of the 
Continent. Assuring by the present publication all those 
who are concerned, that the said paper thus issued by order 
of the Congress will be made current in all the extent of 
our Colonies, and will be received in payment at par. We 
declare, moreover, by the present letters, that whosoever 
shall make current the said paper money of the Congress, 
shall receive in the space of three or four months, from the 
date of the present letter, the amount in silver or gold coin. 
On the contrary, every person who shall refuse to receive it 
at par, and without any discount, shall be considered an 
enemy of the United Colonies and be treated as such.
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Given under our signature and seal, at our General 
Quarters, this 4th day of March, I776.

B e n e d ic t  A r n o l d ,
Brigadier-General and Commander-in-Chief 

of the Army before Quebec.
For the copy, from which this translation is made, we are 

indebted to S. F. Haven, Esq., Librarian of the American 
Antiquarian Society.

T H E  V IL L A G E  O F C O T E  DES N EIG ES, (N EAR 
M O NTREAL.)

BY S. J. LYMAN, ESQ.

)IT O R S  to the City of Montreal, almost invari
ably include among other pleasant drives, a tour 
of the two mountains, and a visit to the Mount 
Royal Cemetry. After visiting the latter, the 

drive is continued round the mountain, and soon reaching a 
higher elevation, a beautiful panoramic view is obtained of 
the northern side of the Island. On a clear day thirteen 
village spires may be seen. In the distance the spire of the 
college of Ste. Thérèse glistens in the sun, the waters of the 
Lake of the Two Mountains, the Lake St. Louis, and of the 
St. Lawrence ■ are visible. A  fair specimen of a Canadian 
village is that of Cote des Neiges with its quaint old chapel 
which next attracts the attention of the tourist.

Many imagine it derives its name from the snow-drifts, as 
the true name is “ The Village of Our Lady of Snow.” It is 
derived from a village of the same name in France, the legend 
of which is as follows— Centuries ago there lived in France, 
a good pious man named Louis Vadeboncœur, who by 
industry acquired (for those times) a fortune. He had lived 
happily with his wife for 52 years. Heaven had not blessed 
them with children, and thçir only relatives were distant.
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As the infirmities of age were creeping on, Louis said to 
himself, “ what shall I do with my money ? I will not leave 
it for my relatives to quarrel over, and waste in law-suits or 
dissipation. I will build a church for the good Lord who 
has blessed me all my life.” The trouble was, where he 
should build. After piously thinking over the matter for 
many days, one night an angel appeared to him in a dream, 
and said, “ The good Lord is well pleased that you have 
resolved to build a temple for his glory.” Louis answered, 
“ I am troubled to know where to build.” The angel re
plied, “ You and your wife go forth on a journey and the 
Lord will direct you.” So they went forth on their journey, 
looking earnestly for a sign. After many days travel, one 
bright sunny morning on the 18th of August, they came to 
a slope or hillside, (coté) and found cn the green grass some 
snow laid in the form of a cross. Louis cried, “ Here is the 
sign of the good Lord’s will,” and there he built a church 
and called it “ L’Eglise de Notre Dame des Neiges.” Soon 
many people came to dwell there. In the 17th century, 
among the French emigrants who came to settle in Canada, 
were several families from that village. When looking for 
land they went over the mountain, and as they beheld the 
beautiful view they exclaimed, “ this is like our native vil
lage in France.” Well pleased, they settled there and built 
a small church and named it also “ L’Eglise de Notre Dame 
des Neiges,” and from the church the name of the hamlet is 
derived.
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— The coinage of a country is an indication of the pro
gress of its art. Hence it is a matter of national pride that • 
our coin should be well executed.

— The gold dollar and double eagle were both first coined 
in 1850, in pursuance of the law of March 3rd, 1849.

— A cubic inch of gold is worth $209.84.

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN8 2

PIO N EER N EW SPAPER S T H R O U G H O U T  T H E
W O RLD .

S
EW SPAPER S were preceded in antiquity by the 

“ Acta Diurna ” of the Romans. These “ A cta ” 
were a daily official written diary of public 
events, and, freely translated, might be termed 

the official Daily News of the Roman Empire, In modern 
Europe— i. e., in the 15th and 16th centuries— publications 
in manuscript, which gave reports of great public matters, 
appeared occasionally in France, Italy, and other countries.

The first printed Newspaper was published in Venice. It 
was called the Gazette, probably from the fact that it was 
sold for a “ gazzetta,” a Venetian coin of the value of three 
farthings. For some time after, almost all papers were called 
gazettes; just as papers now are in a general way called 
journals.

The first newspaper published in England appeared in 
1622. It was known as the Weekly News.

Daily papers did not make their appearance till the 18th 
century. The first English Daily Morning Paper was the 
Daily Couratit, established in 1702, and consisting of only 
one page, and that page making only two columns, and con
taining five paragraphs translated from continental journals.

The first paper published in Ireland was th .̂Dublin Gazette, 
a Government organ. It was established in 1700, and ap
peared twice a week. The first daily Irish paper was the 
Dublin Occurrences, established in 1728.

French Newspapers date their origin from the publication 
of the Mercure Francois, in 1605— seventeen years before 

• the appearance of any English paper. A  sort of poetical 
newspaper, which treated chiefly of local gossip and scandal, 
was published for some fifteen years in the latter part of the 
17th century, having been called into existence by the de
sire of the Duchess of Nemours to know what was going
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on in Paris. The first daily political French paper was thfc 
Journal de Paris, or Poste du Soir (Evening Post) published 
in 1777•

Italian Newspapers, as was before noted, are traced to 
the early “ Gazzettas ” of Venice, of the 16th century. A 
copy of one of the first printed Italian papers, 1570, fifty- 
two years before the first English newspaper, is now in the 
British Museum.

The first regular Spanish newspaper was the court jour
nal, Diario de Madrid\ established about the middle of the 
18th century. The Spanish Press, in after time, attained to 
Si certain degree of importance, and exercised considerable 
influence in the war of independence waged against Napo
leon.

The first German Newspaper, the Frankfurter Oberpost- 
atnis Zeitung, was established in 1616.

The first Russian journal was published at Moscow in 
1703•

The first Turkish Newspaper appeared in French in 1795 ; 
but the actual founder of journalism in Turkey was Alex
andre Blacque—judging by the name, a Frenchman—who 
established at Smyrna, in 1825, the Sfectateur Orient, which, 
under another name, subsequently given to it, exerted con
siderable influence during the Greek revolution. The official 
journal appeared in French since 1831, under the title of 
Moniteur Ottoman, and in Turkish since 1832, under that of 
Taquimi Vagai. The two principal papers in Turkey are 
published in French and in Turkish. There are also several 
cither papers in French, Italian, Modem Greek and Armen
ian, published at Constantinople, Smyrna, Alexandria, and 
other parts of the Ottoman Empire.

In China a species of newspaper has existed at Pekin, 
for centuries under the title of K ing Chan (or court tran
scripts), which is commonly called by Europeans the Pekin 
Gazette. It is compiled from documents presented before
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the General Council of the Empire, and is the principal 
medium available for ascertaining what is going on in the 
country. Every morning extracts from the documents de
cided on, and examined at the imperial council, including 
the Emperor’s own orders and rescripts, are placed upon 
boards in a court of the palace. Couriers are despatched to 
all parts of China bearing copies of these papers to the 
high provincial officers. Anybody is permitted to print the 
official documents, without note or change, and to sell them 
to the people.

America howeveris emphatically the countryof newspapers. 
The first paper in the United States was issued in Boston, 
in 1690, under the name of Public Occurrences. It was a 
small sheet—as, indeed, were all the papers of those times— 
but, small as it was, the enlightened authorities of the Col
ony saw in it “ reflections of a very high nature ” contrary 
to law, and summarily suppressed it. In the same year— 
1690—Governor Fletcher of New York caused a London 
Gazette׳, containing intelligence of an engagement with th e . 
“French, to be reprinted. In 1704 appeared the first number 
of the Boston News-Letter, half sheet of paper, 12 inches by 
8, with two columns on each page. In 1721, James Frank
lin, elder brother of Benjamin Franklin, established in Boston 
the New England Courant, which soon became involved in 
a controversy with the ministers. It was pretty free also in 
its remarks on the magistrates and on public affairs. In the 
year following—1722—the Colonial Legislature interfered, 
and issued an order forbidding James Franklin “ to print or 
publish the New England Courant, or any other pamphlet 
or paper of the like nature, except it be first supervised by 
the secretary of the province." James Franklin’s name was 
consequently taken from the paper, and that of Benjamin, 
who was then but sixteen years of age and an apprentice in 
the office, substituted.

In 1725 the first New York paper was published under
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the name of the New York Gazette. In 1784 the. Penn
sylvania Packet, the first Daily Paper in the United States, 
was established in Philadelphia by John Dunlap. In 1776 
there were thirty-seven papers printed in the Thirteen 
Colonies.

The first paper established in Canada was in 1764, and 
was named the Quebec Gazette. This journal is still in ex
istence, and is published tri-weekly. The first number of 
the paper was issued on June 21st of that year, and was 
printed partly in French, and partly in English. In 1778 
the first newspaper appeared in Montreal, under the title of 
the Montreal Gazette, a name which it still retains. It is 
now a powerful political and commercial paper, published 
daily׳, and with a large circulation. The first paper pub
lished in Upper Canada was the Upper Canada Gazette. 
Its first number appeared at Niagara on Thursday, 18th 
April, 1793. The first printer was a Lower Canadian named 
Louis Roy. The size of the sheet, which retained the folio 
form, was 15 by inches.

In Canada, as in other countries, the publication of news
papers has largely increased, and the rapid growth of the 
Newspaper press throughout the world, is clearly shown in 
the following estimate, based on reliable data, which gives 
the number now published as follows :

United States . 5,871 Portugal 26
Ireland 120 Denmark 96
England, Scotland Norway & Sweden 184

and Wales . i ,336 Netherlands !74
France 1,668 Switzerland 394
Prussia 809 Egypt 7
Austria 650 Africa 14
Other German Asia 30

States 467 Turkey 8
Russia 337 Other parts of the
Italy 723 world . 150
Spain 306
Belgium 104 Total 13,513
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Of the 5,871 publications in the United States, 574 are 
dailies; 107 are published three times a week ; 115 are 
semi-weekly ; 4,295 are weeklies ; 96 are semi-monthly ; 
622 are monthlies ; 13 are bi-monthlies ; and 49 are quar
terlies.

These publications may be divided again according to the 
following classification :—Advertising sheets, 79 ; agricultu
ral and horticultural, 93 ; publications in the special inter
est of various secret societies, 81 ; commercial and financial 
papers, 142 ; political, 4,333 ; illustrated, literary and mis
cellaneous, 503 ; religious, 407 ; technical and professional, 
207.—Irish World.

CHIEF POINTS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
ANCIENT AND MODERN MEDALS.

(From  "  A d d iu m 't  Dialogue!.'*)

[N the first place, the Romans always appear in 
the proper Dress of their country, insomuch that 
you see the little variations of the Mode in the 
drapery of the Medal. They would have 

thought it ridiculous to have drawn an Emperor of Rome 
in a Grecian Cloak or a Phrygian Mitre. On the contrary,, 
our modem medals are full of Togas and Tunicas, Trabeas 
and Paludamentums, with a multitude of the like antiquated 
garments, that have not been in fashion these thousand 
years. You see very often a King of England or France 
dressed up like a Julius Caesar. One would think they had 
a mind to pass themselves upon posterity for Roman Em
perors. The same observation may run through several 
customs and religions, that appear in our ancient and mod
em coins. Nothing is more usual than to see allusions to  
Roman customs and ceremonies on the medals of our own 
nation. Nay, very often they carry the figure of a heathen 
god. If posterity takes its notions of us from our medals.
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they must fancy one of our Kings paid a great devotion to 
Minerva, that another was a professed worshipper of Apollo, 
or at best that our whole religion was a mixture of Pagan
ism and Christianity. Had the old Romans been guilty of 
the same extravagance, there would have been so great a 
confusion in their antiquities, that their coins would not 
have had half the uses we now find in them. We ought to 
look on medals as so many monuments consigned over to 
Rtemity, that may possibly last when all other memorials 
o f the same age are worn out, or lost. They are a kind of 
present that those who are actually in being, make over to 
such as lie hid within the depths of futurity. Were they 
only designed to instruct the three or four succeeding gen
erations, they are in no great danger of being misunder
stood : but as they may pass into the hands of a posterity, 
that lie many removes from us, and are like to act their part 
in the world, when its governments, manners and religions 
may be quite altered ; we ought to take a particular care 
not to make any ,false reports in them, or to charge them 
with any devices that may look doubtful or unintelligible.

With reference to the French Historical Medals, it is im
possible to learn from these medals either the religion, cus
tom, or habits of the French nation. You see on some of 
them the Cross of our Saviour, and on others Hercules' 
d u b . In one you have an Angel, and in another a Mercury. 
I fancy posterity would be as much puzzled on the religion 
of Louis le Grand, were they to learn it from his Medals, as 
we are at present on that of Constantine the Great. It is 
certain there is the same mixture of Christian and Pagan 
in their coins ; nor is there a less confusion in their customs. 
For example, what relation is there between the figure of a 
Bull, and the planting of a French colony in America ? 
The Romans made use of this type in allusion to one of 
their own customs at the sending out of a colony. But for 
the French, a ram, a hog, or an elephant, would have been
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every whit as significant an emblem. Then can anything^ 
be more unnatural than to see a King of France dressed 
like an Emperor of Rome, with his arms stripped up to the 
elbows, a laurel on his head, and a Chlamys over his shoul
ders ? If they only design to deliver down to posterity the 
several parts of their Great Monarch’s history, it is no mat
ter for the other circumstances of a medal ; but I fancy it 
would be as great a pleasure and instruction for future ages,, 
to see the dresses and customs of their ancestors, as their 
buildings and victories. Besides, I do not think they have 
always chosen a proper occasion for a .medal. There is one 
struck, for example, on the English failing in their attempts 
on Dunkirk ; when in the last reign they endeavoured to 
blow up a fort, and bombard the town. What have the 
French here done to boast of? A medal, however, you 
have with this inscription, “ Dunkirka Illaesa.” Not to cavil 
at the two K’s in Dunkirka, or the impropriety of the word 
Jllsesa, the whole medal, in my opinion, tends not so much 
to the honour of the French as of the English. I could 
mention a few other faults, or at least what I take for such 
But at same time I must allow, that this Series of 
Medals is the most perfect of any among the modems in 
the beauty of the work, the aptness of the device, and the 
propriety of the legend. In these and other particulars 
the French Medals come nearer the ancients than those of 
any other country, as indeed it is to this nation we are in
debted for the best lights that have been given to the whole 
science in general.

I must not here forget to mention the Medallic history of 
the Popes, where there are many coins of an excellent 
workmanship, as I think they have none of those faults that 
I have spoken of in the preceding set. They are always 
Roman Catholic in the device and in the legend, which are 
both of them many times taken out of the Holy Scriptures, 
and therefore not unsuitable to the character of the Prince
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they represent Thus when Innocent XI. lay under terrible 
apprehensions of the French King, he put out a coin, that 
on the reverse of it had a ship tossed on the waves to repre
sent the Church. Before it, was the figure of our Saviour 
walking on the waters, and St. Peter ready to sink at his 
feet. The inscription, if I remember, was in Latin. “ Help 
Lord, or else I perish.”

Under this head, of the figures on ancient and modern 
•coins, we may express an opinion as to the difference that 
appears in the workmanship of each. Till about the end of 
the third century, when there was a general decay in all the 
arts of designing, I do not remember to have seen the head 
of a Roman Emperor drawn with a full face. They always 
appear in profit, to use a French term of art, which gives us 
the view of a head, that, in my opinion, has something in it 
very majestic, and at the same time suits best with the di
mensions of a medal. Besides that, it shows the nose and 
eyebrows, with the several prominences and fallings of the 
features, much more distinctly than any other kind of figure. 
In the lower Empire you have abundance of broad Gothic 
faces, like so many full moons on the side of a coin. Among 
the moderns too, we have of both sorts, though the finest 
are made after the antique. In the next place, you find the 
figures of many ancient coins rising up in a much more 
beautiful relief than those on the modem. This too is a 
beauty that fell with the grandeur of the Roman Emperors, 
so that you see the face sinking by degrees in the several 
declensions of the empire, till about Constantine’s time it 
lies almost even with the surface of the medal. After this 
it appears so very plain and uniform, that one would think 
the coiner looked on the flatness of a figure as one of the 
greatest beauties in sculpture. One would fancy that the 

• sculptors of that age had the same relish as a Greek priest 
that was buying some religious pictures at Venice. Among 
others he was shown a noble piece of Titian. The Priest
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having well surveyed it, was very much scandalized at the 
extravagance of the relief, as he termed it. You know, says 
he, our religion forbids all idolatry : we admit of no images 
but such as are drawn on a smooth surface : the figure you 
have here shown me, stands so much out to the eye, that I 
would no sooner suffer it in my church than a statue. We 
must own, however, that the figures on several of our modern 
medals are raised and rounded to a very great perfection. 
But if you compare them in this particular with the most 
finished among the ancients, your men of art declare uni
versally for the latter.
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HOW  M E D A L S A N D  COIN S A R E  ST R U C K .

BY W. T. BRANDE, F.R.S., ETC.

E distinction between striking medals, and com
mon coin, is very essential, and the work upon 
the dies accordingly adjusted to each. Medals 
are usually in very high relief, and the effect is 

produced by a succession of blows ; and as the metal in/ 
which they are struck, be it gold, silver or copper, acquires 
considerable hardness at each stroke of the press, they are 
repeatedly׳ annealed during the progress of bringing them 
up. Some of the medals, on which the device appears in 
very bold relief, require as many as thirty blows of a very- 
powerful press to complete the impression, and it is necessary 
to anneal each medal after every third blow, so that they 
are placed ten times into the fire for that purpose. In strik
ing a coin or medal, the lateral spread of the metal, which 
otherwise would ooze out as it were from between the dies, 
is prevented by the application of a steel collar, accurately 
turned to the dimensions of the dies, and which, when left 
plain, gives to the edge of the piece a finished and polished 
appearance. A t times the edge is ornamented, and occa
sionally lettered, in which case the collar is made in
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separate and moveable pieces, confined by a ring, into which 
they are most accurately fitted, and so adjusted that the 
metal may be forced into the letters by its lateral spread, at 
the same time that the coin receives the blow of the screw- 
press.

Coins are generally completed by one blow of the coin
ing press. These presses are worked in the Royal Mint by 
machinery, so contrived that they shall strike, upon an aver
age, sixty blows in a minute ; the blank piece, previously 
properly prepared and annealed, being placed between the 
dies by part of the same mechanism.'

The number of pieces which may be struck by a single 
die of good steel, properly hardened and duly tempered, 
not unfrequently amounts at the Mint to between three and 
four hundred thousand, but the average consumption of dies 
is of course much greater, owing to the different qualities 
of steel, and to the casualties to which the dies are liable :— 
thus, the upper and lower die are often violently struck to
gether, owing to a fault in the layer-on, or that part of the 
machinery which ought to put the blank into its place, but 
which now and then fails so to do .This accident very com
monly arises from the boy who superintends the press ne
glecting to feed the hopper of the layer-on with blank pieces. 
If a die is too hard, it is apt to break or split, and 
especially subject to fissures, which run from letter to letter 
upon the edge. If too soft, it swells, and the collar will not 
rise and fall upon it, or it sinks in the centre, and the work 
becomes distorted and faulty. He, therefore, who supplies 
the dies for an extensive coinage has many casualties and 
difficulties to encounter.

In the !pint, it is considered that the destruction of eight 
pair of dies per day, (one fpr each press), is a fair average 
result, though we much more frequently fall short than ex
ceed this proportion.
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A D V IC E  TO YO U N G  C O LLE C TO R S.
{From “  Coins, Medals and Seals, ’* by IV. C. Prime.)

E V E R  be induced to pay extravagant prices for 
worthless coins. There are some coins which 
command, and are worth a large price. But these 
are, in fact, very few. Even the rarity of a coin 

is no test of its real value to a collector. It may increase• 
the price of the article ; but the young collector should bear 
in mind that the high price asked for a coin because it is 
rare, ought not to make him desirous of possessing it. The 
moment that the collector begins to value coins because of 
their rarity, he descends in the scale of Science ; arid when 
he seeks to possess rare coins, merely because of their being 
rare, he becomes a speculator, envious and uncomfortable in 
the presence of others, and ceases to be a genuine Numis
matist. Read as you collect. Never let a coin lie in your 
cabinet that you cannot give a history of, or connect with 
some historical event if it be possible. Be careful that your 
collecting does not become a mere matter of curiosity. Let 
it rather be a constant aid to your study.

SU R N A M E S O R IG IN A TIN G  FROM M ONEY.

B o w d it c h , in his Suffolk Surnames, Boston, 
1861, devotes one chapter (xxxi.) to the “ Names 
from Money and Thrift, and their Opposites.” 
It begins thus :— “ Money has its representatives 

in families of Money, De Money, Munnie, Mowney, Schatz, 
(German for ‘ treasure,’) Reyno, (‘ rhino ’?) Fortune, Means, 
Coin, Coyne, Cashman, Cash, Cashdollar, Flush, Tylls, 
(1639), Till, Hopper, Bill, Gold, Gould, Golden, Golding, 
Goldey, Goldberg, Goldenbprg, Fippeny, Silver, Siller, 
Crown, Minter, &c. For may years, a suit of Dunham vs. 
Cashdollar was pending in our Courts. Mr. Shillingsworth
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lived at Sandwich, Mass., in 1639. Mr. Dc Silver was a 
native storekeeper in 1849. In Dorchester, we find Lt. 
Monish and Lt. Incombe. Mr. Copperman, Mr. Coppers, 
and Mr. Grote, all appear in the New York Directory ; as 
do also Mr. Money, Mr. Moneypenny, Mr. Markthaler, (or 
‘ mark-dollar,’) Mr. Thaler, (German ‘ for dollar,’) Mr. Barn- 
dollar, Mr. Bank, and the analogous names, which it suggests, 
of Mr. Brittel and Mr. Burst. In the late Indian Mutiny, a 
very chivalrous exploit— the rescue of the treasure from 
Gya— was performed by Mr. Money.”— A m. Jour, o f Numis.

M O TTO S A N D  L E G E N D S ON E N G LISH  COINS.

A R O L U S  A  Carolo.— Charles from Charles. 
Caroli Eortuna Resurgam.— I will restore the 

fortunes of Charles.
Christo Auspice Regno.— I reign under the aus

pices of Christ.
Coloniarum Britannia; Moneta.— Money of the British 

Colonies.
Crescite Et Multiplicamini.— Increase and be multiplied.
Cultores Suos Deus Protegit.— God protects his worship

pers.
Decus Et Tutamen.— Ornament and Defence.
Diligite Iustitiam.— Love Justice.
Florent Concordia Regna.— Kingdoms flourish by concord.
Justitia Thronum Firmat.— Justice strengthens the throne.
Pax Missa Per Orbem.— Peace established throughout 

the world.
Pax Quaeritur Bello.— Peace is sought by war.
Posui Deum Adjutorem Meum.— I have made God my 

helper.
Quatuor Maria Vindico.— I claim the four Seas.
Rosa Sine Spina.— The rose without a thorn.
Sans Changer.— Without changing.
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Sit Nomen Domini Benedictum.—Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.

Timor Domini Fons Vitae.—The fear of the Lord is the 
fountain of life.

Veritas Temporis Filia.—Truth the daughter of Time.

94 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC AND 
ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

[FTER the customary summer recess, the Society 
assembled or! the evening of Wednesday, 24th 
September. The chair was occupied by Mr. 
Henry Mott, President. The usual routine 

business having been disposed of, the Curator announced 
donations from the following gentlemen : *

Mr. Henry Mott, Trade Dollar of the United States, 1873.
Mr. Alfred Sandham, a Pamphlet on the Historic Medals 

of Canada.
Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, a copy of 

their Transactions.
Hon. P. J. O. Cheauveau, Six papers and pamphlets.
The Treasurer also reported receipt of the Government 

grant for 1873.
The President then formally announced the death of 

Stanley C. Bagg, Esq., one of the Society’s oldest and most 
energetic members, and a member of the Editing Commit
tee of the Canadian Antiquarian.

The following resolution was moved by Mr. Daniel Rose, 
seconded by Mr. R. W. McLachlan, and carried :

“ The members of the Numismatic and Antiquarian So
ciety of Montreal, desire to place on record, the loss sus
tained in the death of Stanley Clark Bagg, Esq., an active 
and earnest supporter of the Society ; one of its founders, 
and subsequently chosen as its President, and having more 
recently filled an important position as Associate Editor of 
The Canadian Antiquarian, the Society’s magazine.
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“ The interest he at all times took in the welfare of the 
Society, is shewn by the many carefully prepared Essays 
which he read at its meetings ; while his genial smile, and 
lively conversation, rendered his presence on all occasions 
peculiarly welcome.

“ The members of the Society also feel the loss sustained 
by them individually, as by his uniform courtesy, they had 
learned to look upon him as a sincere friend.

“ They further desire to express their deep sympathy with 
Mrs. Bagg and her family, in their sad bereavement.”

The meeting then adjourned.

E D I T O R I A L .

|N our last number there appeared a fac-similie of 
the “ Clementina Medal,” which, however, from 
a misunderstanding on the part of the Engraver, 
was printed on inferior paper, we‘therefore repeat 

the illustration this month.
— Mr. Alfred Sandham is now having dies engraved for 

a series of Medals illustrative of the History of Montreal. 
The obverse will bear the arms of the City, while on the 
reverse will be inscribed the event to be commemorated. 
The series will comprise about 40 medals. Only 25 copies 
will be struck from each die, and they will be reserved only 
for private circulation.

R E V I E W S .

PLE LEAVES ; by J. M. Lemoine. The au
thor of this work enjoys a wide reputation as an 
earnest student, and an enthusiastic writer on 
his country’s history. The addition now made to 

his many interesting and valuable works on his favorite sub-
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jects, certainly reflects great credit upon him. This volume 
is a new series of papers on Canadian History, Literature 
and Sport. In 1863, the first series appeared. Their suc
cess led to a second volume in 1864, and in 1865 a third was 
published. The present series contains a number of the 
best sketches and papers contributed by Mr. Lemoine, since 
the latter date, to various Canadian periodicals. Each ar
ticle is devoted to a distinct subject, but all bear upon the 
author’s design of perpetuating the remembrance of events 
and persons connected with the earlier history of our New 
Dominion. Both the old and new materials collected and 
embraced in this volume, shew marks of that minute re
search and scrupulous fidelity which are always to be com
mended,and few Canadian writers have succeeded in securing 
so wide a circle of readers as the author of the present vol- * 
ume. Equal to, if not surpassing any preceding works, from 
the same pen, it will, we are certain, be read with interest 
by all who have been gratified and instructed by like labors 
in the same department of Literature.

Mr. Lemoine possesses, in a very eminent degree, the 
faculty of impressing his own glow of feeling upon the 
minds of his readers. He carries them with him through 
his high wrought, and sometimes thrilling scenes. His sketch 
of the hero of New France, D’Iberville, with which he opens 
the volume, and the succeeding article on the Canadian 
Leonidas, will be read with deep interest, as will also that 
entitled the “ Heroine of Vercheres.” It is, however, un
necessary for us to speak further as to the merits “ Maple 
Leaves.” Every paragraph scattered over its many pages 
will serve, as years shall pass away, to recall the scenes of 
those early days in Canada. This present work, will, if pos
sible, add fresh laurels to the fame of one whose writings 
have tended to shed lustre upon the fame of many of the 
early settlers. We sincerely trust that the public will by 
their patronage, amply reward the author.
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D O L L A R D  DES ORM EAU X .
THK CANADIAN LEONIDAS.

BY J.  M. L E M O IN E .

E memories of brave deeds— of sacrifice of self, 
for the general good— instances of extraordinary 
endurance for some noble end, whilst they chal
lenge the admiration of the patriotic or the re

flective man, afford wholesome teachings for all. In placing 
them before the eye of an enlightened public, no apology is 
needed.

The early history of our country exhibits several of these 
traits, which men delight to honor. Let us now unveil in a 
few words, the career of a youthful Canadian hero, as yet 
but little known to fame.

The whole story of the chivalrous commander of the 
Montreal garrison in 1660, w hose name prefixes this sketch, 
reads more like one of those thrilling romances peculiar to 
the era of the crusades, than anything else w׳c know of in 
Canadian annals.
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Though.the records of beleaguered cities occasionally de
pict cases of despairing but dauntless men rushing to certain 
death to snatch trembling mothers, chaste wives or tender 
infants from the edge of the sword, we seldom read of a 
youth coolly and premeditatively, without the spur of im
minent danger, cheerfully resigning all which makes life 
attractive—position, nay existence itself, sacrificing all to a 
mere sense of duty. Nor are we called on here, to contem
plate a mere transient, impulsive act of devotion suggested 
by extraordinary peril, or the offspring of high wrought 
feeling. It is a rarer spectacle which awaits us : it is the re
flection of mature age in youth ; the earnest young Chris
tian, who, ere he steps forth of his own accord, towards that 
mysterious land of shadows, beyond the grave, deliberately 
settles all his sublunary affairs, solemnly makes his peace 
with his Creator and his fellow-men, and then quietly, and 
with much afore thought, at the head of companions as in
trepid—as devoted as himself, binds himself and them by a 
fearful vow, such as in his opinion, the welfare of his country 
requires—“ not to take, nor grant any quarter." All this, 
and more, do we find in the act of the youthful commander 
of the Montreal garrison in 1660—Dollard des Ormeaux. 
Though noted by Ferland, it is specially to the abbé Faillon 
we are indebted for acquainting us so minutely with the 
history of the gallant youth, aged twenty-five years, whose 
name still clings to the street, he once inhabited.

In order to understand thoroughly, the precarious footing 
of French Colonists at Montreal in 1660, it is necessary to 
familiarize one self, with its history, since its foundation in 
1642, and for several years later on.

The annalist can note year after year the struggles, some
times the bloody defeats, oft the merciless revenge suffered 
or inflicted, by the pent-up, despairing colonists : the blood 
thirsty Iroquois had vowed to exterminate the last of the 
pale faces who came from beyond the sea, and they very nearly
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succeeded. A constant state of warfare—ambushes by day 
—•midnight raids : such were the ever-recurring incidents 
which marked the existence of the sparce population. A t 
page 123 of the second volume of his history, the Abbé 
tells how the alarmed residents scarcely ever left the Fort 
unarmed, not even on the Sabbath, to attend to their devo
tions.

On Sunday, the 18th May, 1651, four colonists were sur
prised between the Fort and Point S t  Charles, on their re
turn from the morning service. Overwhelmed by the sav
ages, they took refuge in a rude redoubt, and commenced 
firing so briskly on their pursuers that the crack of their 
muskets attracted the notice of the people of the Fort. Out 
!an a stout-hearted fellow, named Urbain Tessier dit Lavigne 
to their relief ; and although sixty shots were aimed at him 
from the distance, he escaped them all. M. de Maisonneuve, 
the Governor, immediately sent reinforcements to the be- 
■sieged, and after a sharp skirmish, in which thirty savages 
!bit the dust, the rest retired to the shades of the forest. 
Some years previously, directions had been issued that no 
man should leave the Fort singly, and that those tilling the 
soil, should return each day in a body, well-armed, within 
its walls, at the sound of the bell. Various were the artifices 
employed, says Dollier de Casson, to abate the Iroquois 
nuisance. The Governor soon saw that the days of his col
onists were numbered, if these savage beasts of prey were 
allowed to roam any longer round the settlement. They 
must be got rid  oj. The inhabitant of Bengal beats the 
jungle for tigers and lions ; the French colonists must beat 
up the thickets and woods round Montreal for foes as merci
less—the skulking Iroquois. Mastiffs were brought out 
from the mother-country, and battues organized. These 
sagacious animals were broken in to hunt for the savages, 
and Father Lalemant tells of a remarkable mastiff slut, 
called ״ Pilot,” who, in 1647, used to lead to the woods a
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litter of fierce pups, and took a ramble each morning in the 
under-brush, scouring carefully every bush round the Fort; and 
if she noticed any of her whelps shirking his work, she would 
worry and bite him. It was wonderful, says the same writer, 
to witness her return from the hunt, baying fiercely when 
she had discovered a marauding savage, to proclaim the 
presence of danger.

History tells of the ardor of the Montreal Nimrods of 
that day, to bag the big game, and how often they used to 
go to Governor de Maisoneuve asking him beseechingly, 
“ Shall we then never be allowed to go and hunt our foes ?״ 
You read next the animated description of one of these 
hunts, or fights ; a party, headed by the Governor himself, 
and by M. D’Ailleboust, against the Iroquois. The unfor
tunate but spirited colonists barely escaped annihilation in 
this skirmish, and it did seem at one time likely that the 
scalp of M. de Maisonneuve would shortly grace the belt of 
a famous chief, bent on capturing his fleet Excellency. 
However, when escape appeared hopeless, brave .de Maison
neuve drew a pistol on his pursuer, and fired ; it flashed in 
the pan, and the colony was nearly lo s t; but, recovering 
himself, he drew another pistol, and shot the red-skin dead ; 
and the colony was saved.

The savages were increasing each year in numbers and 
audacity. In the years 1658 and 1659, they had been con
spiring secretly. About a thousand of them had resolved, 
by a coup de main, to strike terror at the same time at Mon
treal and at Quebec, of which latter place M. d’Ailleboust, 
the Governor was to be beheaded. Some inkling of the 
dark deeds in contemplation had spread amongst the help
less and sparce population of the valley of the St. Lawrence. 
Thpse residing under the cannons of Fort St. Louis, at 
Quebec, were safe ; but what hope was there for the unfor
tunate peasants outside of Quebec ? The dismay had be
come very great and public prayers had been offered in the
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churches. Nor was the excitement in the Montreal District 
at all less. Unless Providence specially interposed, the col
ony was threatened with utter ruin.

These reflections had occurred to every colonist. None 
had pondered over them more earnestly than the young 
Commander of the Montreal garrison, Dollard des Ormeaux, 
called by some historians Daulac. Though of French origin, 
he was intimately acquainted with Indian warfare, and came 
to the conclusion that a blow struck at the proper time 
might disorganize the machinations of the enemy, and gain 
delay until the reinforcements arrived from France. He 
thought that an ambush might be planned ; that a small 
party of good marksmen, such as Montreal then could pro
vide, in a very short time might, by taking advantage of the 
ground, slay so many of the enemy, that a precipitate flight 
would take place, before the Montreal Indians could join 
their forces to those of the Quebec and Three Rivers settle
ments. The plan, though it savored a little of desperation, 
when the number of combatants on both sides were com
pared, had much to recommend it. By the latter end of 
May, 1660, Dollard had succeeded in working up the enthu
siasm of the Montreal youth to the same pitch as his own• 
Sixteen promised to follow where their commander would 
lead, provided the Governor of the Colony, M. de Maison
neuve, approved of the expedition. One, however, recon
sidered his determination, and did not go.

The remainder made their wills, received the last rites of 
the Church, and took, in presence of the altar, a vow to fight 
until death o t victory crowned their career, without sueing 
for, or granting any quarter.

Several other colonists, such as Major Lambert Closse, 
Picoté de Belestre, Charles LeMoyne, also offered their ser
vices for this important expedition. They, however, were of 
opinion it might be delayed until the corn-fields werë sowed ; 
but to a mind constituted like Dollard’s, delay was impos
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sible, and the miraculous escape from death of these three 
latter brave and indispensable men showed, as the Abbé 
Faillon remarks, that the hand of Providence was there. 
Montreal could not have afforded to lose such colonists. 
Had the spirited commander deferred the departure of the 
expedition, as he was requested to do, the 500 Iroquois, wrho 
had ensconced themselves at the islands of the River Riche
lieu, would have time to be joined by the 500 savages who 
were coming down the Ottawa, and the blow would have 
fallen on Three Rivers and Quebec. The brave warriors 
launched their canoes on the waters of the great river. They 
met the enemy sooner than they expected, and seem to have 
closed with them at the lie St. Paul, close to Montreal. The 
first encounter took place on the 19th April, 1660, the Euro
peans having the better of the fight, but losing three of 
their party, viz., Nicholas Duval, Blaise Juillet dit d.'Avignon, 
and Mathurin Soulard,—the two latter having been drowned 
in the attack. The savages took to the woods, leaving be
hind an excellent canoe, which Dollard subsequently put to 
good use.

This brilliant hand-to-hand fight produced a good effect 
at Montreal, and the recusant colonists who had left Dollard 
at the beginning, returned to fight under him. They were 
detained eight days at the end of the Island of Montreal, at 
a rapid which they had to cross. They crossed, however, 
and on the 1st May, they were at the foot of the Long 
Sault, on the Ottawa, eight or ten leagues higher than the 
Isle of Montreal, and lower down than the Sault de la 
Chaudière. Dollard there discovered a small fort, which the 
Algonquins, the fall preceding, had built with pickets. There 
they decided to make a stand. They were then reinforced 
by four Algonquin and forty Huron Indians, the flower of 
the tribe, who had marched up from Quebec during the 
winter, Intending to attack the Iroquois when returning from 
their hunting grounds. These warriors had obtained a writ
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ten authority from M. de Maisonneuve, Governor, to take 
part in the campaign, unwilling though he was to grant it* 
Nor had they long to wait for the returning Iroquois canoes־ 
The French strengthened as much as possible their palli- 
sades, with earth and branches, and valiantly repulsed the 
first assault. The Iroquois’ ferocity increased with each re
pulse. Their numbers allowed them to invest closely the 
rude fort, to burn the canoes of the French and to prepare 
torches to burn the fort; but, finding all their plans frustra
ted, they sent a deputation to the 500 Iroquois camped on 
the Richelieu.

But there was, inside of the fort, an insidious enemy, more 
to be feared than the blood-thirsty Iroquois. The water 
failed, and thirst soon troubled the beleaguered Montrealers. 
By dint of boring, they came to a small gush of muddy 
water, insufficient to allay their thirs, they had, under the 
fire of these insurgents, to go and fetch water from the river 
close by. The Iroquois, seeing their straits, took occasion 
to remind the Hurons of the uselessness of their defence, 
and that, unless they surrendered, they would be so closely 
invested, that they would die of thirst and hunger. These 
savages decided to surrender in a body. All did, except 
their courageous chief, Anahontaha, who, on seeing their de
termination, seized a pistol, and attemped to shoot his nep
hew, who was amongst the fugitives. The fort contained in 
all, Anahontaha, the four Algonquins and their chief, and the 
French. Soon the four hundred Iroquois arrived from the 
Richelieu encampment, and during three days a new attack 
was made every hour, but unsuccessfully. The enemy then 
tried to fell some large trees, in order that, by their fall, they 
might incommode the dauntless garrison. Some prodigies 
of valor at last induced the Iroquois to believe that the gar
rison must be more numerous than they had been led to 
credit; they deliberated whether it would not be better to 
raise the siege; and a detachment having come closer than
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usual to the redoubt, the garrison received them with such a 
murderous fire, that they were again completely routed. •On 
the eighth day, the Iroquois were meditating their departure ; 
but, on being assured that the fort only contained seventeen 
French and six Indians, they thought that, should they, 
with their overwhelming numbers, give up the contest, it 
would reflect eternal shame on their character as warriors. 
They then resolved to die to the last man, at the foot of 
the fort, or conquer.

Accordingly, in advancing, they took to cutting junks of 
wood, which they carried in front of their bodies—a rude 
species of helmet, ball-proof. The French muskets, well- 
aimed, mowed them down by the dozen ; but numbers re
placed the fallen warriors, bent on escalading the redoubt, 
and Dollard saw that in a few minutes the sword and the 
axe must be his last resort, before the close of an unequal 
contest, the issue of which could not be much longer doubt
ful : so, loading to the muzzle a large blunderbuss, and re
taining in his hand the fusee, he attempted to let this instru
ment of destruction fall in the midst of the carnage, hoping 
that, by its sudden explosion, it might terrify the enemy. 
As bad luck would have it, the branch of a tree intervening, 
it fell inside of the redoubt, and spread death amongst the 
exhausted garrison. The enemy, taking courage from this 
incident, charged afresh. Dollard received his death-blow, 
but despair firing the expiring effort of the remainder, all 
seemed determined to sell dearly their lives ; and with the 
sword or axe, each man flinging himself in the mel6e, struck 
unceasingly, until he fell. The Iroquis, collecting their 
courage for a final assault, rushed on, and, bursting open the 
door of the redoubt, crowded in, when the few survivors, 
plying well and fatally their hunting-knives, were massacred 
to the last man. Europeans, and their Indian allies, all be
haved nobly.

The news of the carnage was taken to Montreal by some
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of the Hurons, who had surrendered in the beginning. The 
number of dead Iroquois left on the battle-field and the se
vere lesson they thus received, made them return hastily to 
their own country.

Thus fought and perished, seventeen of the bravest men of 
Montreal, in 1660, as the Abbé Faillon correctly remarks, 
“without that incentive to heroism, the hope of immortalising 
one-self, which spurred on the Grecian or Roman warrior in 
his career of glory. They could count on no poets, no his
torians, to commemorate the brave deed ! The devotion of 
the Christian, the spirit of the soldier, alone animated these 
French colonists, and it was by mere chance that their glori
ous end was made known to their fellow-colonists.”

The parish Register of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Ville-Marie (Montreal), furnishes the name and ages of these 
seventen heroes, as follows :—

Adam Dollard*(sieur desOrmeaux), aged 25 years; Jacques 
Brassier, aged 25 years ; Jean Tavernier dit la Hochetière, 
aged 28 years ; Nicholas Tillemot, aged 25 years ; Laurent 
Hebert dit la Rivière, aged 27 years ; Alonié de Lestres, aged 
31 years; Nicolas Gosselin, aged 25 yaars ; Robert Jurée, 
aged 24 years ; Jaques Boisseau dit Cognac, aged 23 years ; 
Louis Martin, aged 24 years ; Cristophe Auger dit Desjardin, 
aged 26 years ; Etienne Robin dit Desforges, 27 years ; Jean 
Valets, aged 27 years ; Rene Doussin, soldiers, aged 30 years; 
Jean Lecomte, aged 25 years ; Simon Grenet, aged 25 years; 
Francois Crusson dit Pilote, aged 24 years ; Anahontaha, Hu
ron chief ; Metiwemeg, Algonquin chief ; and then their fol
lowers, &c. : Nicolas Duval, Mathurin Soulard, and Blaise 
Juillet, who died in the first skirmish near Montreal.—Maple 
Leaves (abridged).

* Dollard’* name has been given to a small lane leading from St. James Street to Notre 
Dame Street, which lane is probably as little known to Montrealers as is the brave man whose 
deeds are herein recorded.
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SIR  W IL L IA M  A L E X A N D E R , A N D  T H E  
BA R O N E TS OF N O V A  SC O T IA .

BY H E N R Y  K I R K E ,  M.A., B.C.L.

₪
N the year 1621, Sir William Alexander, of Menstrie, 

who was a great favourite with James I., applied 
to him for a grant of Acadia. Sir William was a 
younger son of Alexander Alexander, of Menstrie, 

and was born in the year 1580. Having received a liberal 
education he was selected as travelling companion to the 
Duke of Argyll. On his return from the continent he lived 
for some time a retired life in Scotland, and published his 
“ Aurora,” a poetical complaint upon his unsuccessful ad
dresses to a lady, who, declining the honour of his hand,had, 
as he expressed it, “ matched her morning to one in the even
ing of his days.” Not long after this he married Janet, 
daughter and heiress of Sir William Erskine, and removed 
to the court of James VI. In 1613 he was appointed one 
of the gentlemen ushers to Prince Charles, and master of the 
requests, and received the honour of knighthood. In 1621, 
he received the grant of Nova Scotia. He had charters of 
the Lordship of Canada in 1628, of the Barony of Menstrie 
in the same year; Barony of Largis, n th  April, 1629; 
Barony of Tullibody on 30th of July in the same year• 
Sworn of the Privy Council and Secretary of State, 
in 1626; Keeper of the Signet, 1627; Commissioner of 
the Exchequer, 1628: one of the extraordinary Lords 
of Session, 1631. Created'Lord Alexander of Tullibody, 
Viscount Stirling, by patent, 4th September, 1630, and 
Earl of Stirling, Viscount Canada and Lord Alexander, by 
patent, 14th of June, 1633. In 1637, he was made Earl 
of Doban. In the year after his grant of Nova Scotia, Sir 
William despatched a number of emigrants to take possession 
of the country, but they got no further than Newfoundland 
before the cold weather set in, which obliged them to pass
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the winter there. In the following spring they set out for 
Nova Scotia, and coasted along the South shore. Here 
they discovered that in the interval between the destruction 
of the colony by Argoll and the grant to Sir William, the 
country had been occupied not only by the survivors of the 
former emigrants, but also by adventurers from all parts( 
who had increased to formidable numbers. Under these 
circumstances they thought it prudent to return to England, 
where, on their arrival, they published an account of the 
country, in which they boasted of fertile plains, rivers em
bosomed in trees, and stocked with fish, safe harbours, and 
a country abounding with game of all kinds. Though these 
adventurers published an account of a country which they 
had never seen—not an uncommon thing at the time in 
which they lived—they seem, singularly enough, to have 
given a very fair description of Nova Scotia.

War breaking out between England and France at this 
time, an opportunity was offered for crushing the infant 
settlements of France in Nova Scotia and Canada. Charles 
I., warmly patronizing Sir William Alexander, renewed the 
grant of his father by a patent dated 12th of July, 1624. 
He also founded the order of Knights Baronet of Nova 
Scotia, who were to contribute their aid to the settlement, 
upon the consideration of each having alloted to him a 
liberal portion of land. However venerable the order of 
English Baronets may have become, it cannot be denied that 
that fits creation brought little honour either to its founder 
or to the first possessors of the dignity. Still less can the 
Baronets of Nova Scotia look back with pleasure to their 
first creation, however mysterious that event may seem 
through lapse of time, and the strange eccentricity that 
appears to have governed their selection. James I. created 
any gentleman an English Baronet who would maintain 
thirty foot soldiers in Ireland for three years at eightpence 
a day each; but if any gentleman would take a voyage to

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYGoogleDigitized by



Nova Scotia, he received a grant of land six miles in length 
by three in breadth, and was made a Baronet of Nova Scotia 
into the bargain. Strange as it may seem, but few responded 
to this invitation, so futher inducements were held ou t Not 
only should any gentleman settling in Nova Scotia be made 
a Baronet, but he and his heirs male should enjoy the priv
ilege of wearing and “ carrying about their necks an orange 
tawny silk ribbon, whereon shall hang pendant in an escut
cheon argent, a saltire azure, thereon an escutcheon of the 
arms of Scotland, with an imperial crown above the escut
cheon, and encircled with the motto ‘ Fax meritis honestae 
gloria.’ ” In a second grant to Sir William Alexander, pow
er was given to him to make Baronets ; and his first exercise 
of this power was in making a Baronet of Claude de S t  
Etienne, alias Claude de la Tour, a French adventurer, 
equally devoid of religion and honesty, a Huguenot and a 
Protestant under the British Monarch, a Catholic under 
Louis XIV., at all times an active, enterprising, treacherous, 
and unscrupulous man, who made religion a stalking horse 
to gain the object of his ambition.

As Nova Scotia was ceded to the French in 1632, the 
Baronets of that country found themselves in possession of 
an empty title and a tawny orange ribbon. Their order 
came to an untimely end, but Charles II., having created 
some Baronets of Scotland, the new and the old Scotia 
amalgamated, and the titled of either country considered 
those of the other as belonging to the same order. A meet
ing of the amalgamated Baronets was held in Edinburgh in 
1774, when it was determined to assert their right to wear 
the orange tawny ribbon with its accessories. Determina
tions to this effect were presented to the King through the 
Earl of Suffolk, but His Majesty took no notice of the dec
laration ; and although certain Scotchmen appeared at court 
on St. Andrew’s Day wearing the orange ribbon, they seem 
soon to have abandoned the custom.
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A CURIOUS MEMENTO OF WOLFE.

iron tablet, in the form of a tombstone, was re
cently discovered in the State Prison at Charles
town, Mass., on which is a medallion portrait of 
General Wolfe, the conquerer of Quebec. Around 

the medallion is the following inscription : “ In memory of 
Major-General James Wolfe, slain at Quebec, September 13, 
 ,Beneath the medallion is a group of flags and cannon ״.1759
and on a small shield are the official initials of the monarch, 
“ G. R.” It was found about twenty years ago, in a junk 
shop, and taken to the prison by an officer. These tablets 
were made for use in fire-places, instead of “ back-logs.”— 
Amer. Historical Record.

GOVERNORS OF CANADA PRIOR TO THE 
CONQUEST.

AMUEL DE ,CHAMPLAIN, whose name will 
always occupy a prominent place in the annals 
of Canada, as the founder of Quebec, and first 
Governor of New France, was of a noble family 

of Brouage, in the Province of Saintonge, in France. Prior 
to his engagement by the Marquis de la Roche and M. 
Chauvin, he had achieved a reputation as an able and ex
perienced officer. In 1603 he entered the service of the 
gentlemen named, and in March of that year, sailed for 
Canada, and with small boats ascended the St. Lawrence to 
the Rapids, now known as the Lachine Rapids, after which 
he returned to France.

In 1604 he made a second voyage to Canada, and in 1607 
lie was spnt a voyage to Tadousac. During his first visit to 
Canada, he had marked out a spot, above the Island of Or
leans, as a suitable place for a town, and in 1608, with one

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



of his yessels, he ascended the St. Lawrence, and on the 
3rd J uly laid the foundation of Quebec.

I i o  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

A U T O G R A P H  O F  C H A M P L A IN .

Under successive vifce-roys, Champlain continued to act 
as Lieutenant. In 1627, under the direct auspices of Car
dinal Richelieu, the “ Company of one hundred Associates ” 
was formed, to which was transferred entire possession “ of 
the fort anjf settlement of Quebec, all the territory of New 
France, including Florida,״ &c., &c. The vice-royalty was 
now suspended, and Champlain was appointed first Governor 
of the Colony. He occupied himself diligently for its mar 
terial progress, and at the same time co-operated heartily 
in all measures for securing its religious welfare; and for 
converting the savages. Indeed his zeal in this cause was 
so great, that he used to say, “ that the salvation of one soul 
was of more vahie than the conquest of an empire.”

On October 18, 1635, he was laid prostrate by a stroke of 
paralysis, and never rose again from his couch. On Christ
mas Day, 1635, he breathed his last. His remains were en
tombed in a vault, over which soon afterwards, his successor, 
caused the erection of a small structure known as Champlain’s 
Chapel. He was succeeded by

M. de Montmagny,
who arrived at Quebec in May, 1636. The new Governor 
was a Knight of Malta, and a gentleman of estimable quali
ties of mind and heart. He was remarkable no less, on 
account of his devotional spirit, manifested on all occasions, 
than for his courage,, and dignified demeanour. The chiefs 
of the Canadian Indians, and even those of the froquois, 
entertained a great respect for him. Although he was de-
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sirous of relinquishing his office on several occasions, because 
th e  responsible duties could not be efficiently performed in 
the absence of adequate assistance from France, which he 
applied for in vain, yet, at the instance of the Company of 
one hundred Associates, his commission was renewed from 
time to time by the King, until the year 1648. It was dur
ing his administration, that Fort Richelieu was built (1642),

A U T O G R A P H  O F  M. D E  M O N T M A G N Y.

and during the same year Ville Marie (Montreal) was found
ed. During his service of 12 years, he proved himself to 
be a loyal servant of his King, a faithful promoter of the 
interests of the Company, a true son of his Church, and 
possessed of much tact in conducting the critical affairs of 
the Colony.

S ie u r  D ’A illebo u st ,
his successor, was a descendant of a German family, which 
had emigrated to France. He originally came to Canada, 
some years anterior to his appointment to the Government, 
with colonists for the Island of Montreal. He had admin
istered that settlement during the absence of M. de Maison- 
neuve, and afterwards was promoted to the Government of 
Three Rivers. On the recommendation of Maisonneuve, he 
was appointed Governor of Canada in 1648. He was an 
excellent military officer, although in the absence of ade
quate succor from France, he was scarcely able to prevent 
the Colony from succumbing under the attacks of the Iro
quois. He endeavored to amalgamate his forces with those 
of the Governor of New England, so as to put a stop to 
to their encroachments and attacks, but without avail. He 
fulfilled his duties for three years, (until 1651), when he was
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superseded by M. de Lauson, into whose hands he resigned 
his power in the month of October, and returned to the 
Island of Montreal, where, during the absence of Maison- 
neuve, he again performed the duties of his former superior 
officer and friend. Some years later, 1657-58, he was again 
called upon to exercise the functions of Lieutenant-Gover
nor, prior to the arrival of M. d’Argenson, in 1658. Ho' 
died at Montreal on the 21st May, 1660.

D e  L a u so n ,

who succeeded to the Governorship in 1651, was an influen
tial member of the “ Company of one hundred Associates.״ 
His appointment as Governor was made at his own request, 
for he supposed that by proceeding to Canada in person, he 
could restore the fortunes of the colony. On his arrival in! 
October, 1651, he found its affairs in a much worse condition

A U T O G R A P H  O F  DE LA U SO N , S E N R .

than he had supposed. The audacity of the Iroquois, and 
their active hostility to the French had reached their highest 
pitch, and the Colonists were placed in a most precarious׳ 
state. De Lauson sought to avert the threatened calamities, 
but while treating with the enemy, he made concessions, and 
acquiesced in certain undertakings of the Iroquois, which׳ 
drew upon him the dislike of the colonists, and thereby 
rendered himself very unpopular. He accordingly departed
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for France in 1656, before the close of his term of office, 
leaving his son to govern in his stead. The younger

D e L a u s o n

remained only a short time in the colony, during which he

A U T O G R A P H  O F  D E  LAUSON. JU N R .

appears to have been chiefly occupied in preparations for 
following his father. He sailed for France in 1657.

M. D ’A r g en so n

was appointed Governor in 1657, but did not arrive at Que
bec until July, 1658. The affairs )f the Colony, as has been 
already stated, were, during this interval, administered by 
D’Ailleboust. D’Argenson was a young man of thirty-two 
or thirty-three years of age, at the time of his arrival. His

A U T O G R A P H  O F  M. D ’A R G E N S O N .

reputation for courage, address, and sagacity was high. 
Sustained by an adequate military force, he might have 
secured to the province, peace and permanent prosperity. But 
France neglected to furnish soldiers, and the new Governor 
discovered that he was. powerless to protect the lives, and 
property of the Colonists. Although he made several ex
cursions at the head of such forces as could be mustered,
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he was unable to administer any effectual check to the fierce 
persecutors of the Colony, and his health gave way under the 
fatigue and annoyance of his fruitless efforts to chastise the 
invaders. With broken health, and hopeless of the future 
of the Province, he determined, if possible, to withdraw from 
the scene of so much suffering and uncertainty, and his ap
plication to be recalled, was acceded to, and on the 19th of 
September, 1661, he sailed for France.

Baron  D ’A v a g o u r ,

the new Governor, had arrived at Quebec, August 31st, a 
few weeks prior to the departure of D’Argenson. He was 
a brave old soldier, and occupied himself, during the first 
few weeks after his arrival in visiting the several posts, and 
making himself acquainted with the affairs of the Colony. 

/  . . . . u ij/)d+rr His explorations finished, he expressed 
S his astonishment that his predecessor 

Autograph of BaronD Aragour should have been able to bear up so
long under such discouraging circumstances. The Colony, 
in fact, was tottering on the very brink of destruction. 
While affairs were in this hapless condition, the prospect was 
suddenly brightened by the arrival of deputies from two of 
the Iroquois tribes, who brought with them four French 
prisoners. Their object was to procure the release of eight 
of their tribes, held as captives by the French, and to treat 
for peace. The arrival of a company of regular soldiets 
from France in 1662, added to the feeling of security. 
Another source of encouragement was the diminished activ
ity of the warfare within the territory of the Colony. Some 
of the tribes continued, on a small scale, to harass them, but 
at this time the majority of the Iroquois warriors were en
gaged in making war upon other tribes, and no force could 
be spared to attack the Colonists. The Governor was able 
to repel such small attacks as were made, but he was much 
chagrined at his inability to pursue the enemy into their
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own settlements, and inflict the punishment they deserved. 
He was a man of energy, imperious will, and obstinate, and 
when promised succor from France failed to arrive, the dis
appointment, added to other grounds of vexation, soured 
his temper, and impaired his ability to tolerate opposition, 
or to deal judiciously with the civil business of the Colony. 
The Governor and the chief functionarj of the Church dis
agreed, and finally Bishop Laval proceeded to France and 
complained to the King. Moved by Laval’s representations, 
Louis recalled the Governor, but although superseded, 
D ’Avagour retired without any discredit to his military 
reputation. Soon after his return to Europe, he was pro
moted to a command in the service of the Emperor of 
Austria, and was killed in 1664 defending a fortress against 
the Turks.

[To be continued.)
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A  C A N A D IA N  T R IB U T E  TO T H E  M EM ORY 
O F A N  E N G LISH  A R T IS T .

£D on the 12th August, 1873, Mr. Joseph S.Wyon, 
aged 37 years, Chief Engraver of Her Majesty’s 
Seals. “ Such is the brief record of a loss which 
has been sustained ” in the early death of one 

whose name and fame as an artist, has reached every quarter 
of the globe. The appointment held by him as Chief En
graver of Her Majesty’s Seals, in itself marks the high ap
preciation in which he was held. But his fame has been 
more widely spread, by the numerous works of art which 
now appear in the cabinets of “ Medal Collectors” throughout 
the world. The official appointment as Chief Engraver had 
been previously held by his father, Mr. Benjamin Wyon, and 
by his grandfather, Mr. Thomas Wyon, upon whom it was 
first conferred in the year 1816. The lately deceased artist 
was educated by his father, Mr. Benjamin Wyon, and in
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the IJoyal Academy of Arts, where he obtained two silver 
medals. His first work of importance was a medal of James 
Watt, the inventor of the steam-engine. This medal so 
pleased the late Robert Stephenson that at his recom
mendation it was adopted as an annual prize medal by the 
Royal Institute of Civil Engineers. The first work by the 
late Mr. J. S. Wyon, executed in his capacity as Chief En
graver of Her Majesty’s Seals was the Great Seal of Eng
land now in use. In the year 1863 he executed the medal 
struck by order of the Corporation of the City of London 
to commemorate the passage of the Princess Alexandra 
through the City, previous to her marriage with His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, and in the year 1867 the 
medal for the same coporation to commemorate the visit of 
the Sultan.

Throughout Canada his name is rendered familiar by the 
medals prepared in commemoration of important events. 
Probably the finest of these medals is that prepared by him 
in 1867, by order of the Canadian Government to comme
morate the Confederation of the four Provinces forming the 
Dominion of Canada. The great Seal of the Dominion of 
Canada, a beautiful work of art, was also executed by him 
at the same time. The above mentioned are but a few of the 
most important of the late artist’s works, which also com
prise medals of various members of the Royal Family, and 
which are well and widely known. The late Mr. J. S. Wyon 
was a Juror in the London Exhibition of 1862, and in con
junction with his brother, Mr. A. B. Wyon, who assisted, 
and who survives him, received the only medal awarded in 
the Paris Exhibition of 1867 to British exhibitors in the class 
of sculpture. They have also recently been awarded two 
medals in the Exhibition of Vienna. Mr. J. S. Wyon was 
decorated by the Sultan of Turkey with the Order the 
Medjidie.

In private life he was greatly esteemed, and much of his
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leisure time was devoted to the benevolent work of the 
Ragged School Union, of which he was for many years an 
earnest and energetic member.

The business is now carried on by his brother, Mr. A. B. 
Wyon, whose many works of art clearly demonstrate that 
the name is destined still to occupy a prominent place in 
the records of Medallic Art. Of the Canadian series of 
Medals, (about 85 in number,) nearly one-half bear the name 
of “ Wyon,” and in this number are to be found the choicest 
and most interesting of the series.

The portrait of Mr. Wyon is from a Photograph taken 
shortly before his decease.

SOME THOUGHTS ON T H E  SIEGE-PIECES OF 
CHARLES TH E  FIRST.

A  P a p e r  rea ii before the X u m is m a tic  a m i A n tiq u a r ia n  Socie ty o f  M o n tre a l a t  its  A n n u a l  
Meeting:, Decem ber /S y j .

BY II. M OTT, ESQ., !׳R E SID E N T .

TH IN K  that little apology is necessary for select
ing as the subject of a short paper “ The Siege- 
pieces of Charles I. of England,” as probably no 
series of coinage is more interesting than this, 

especially to Englishmen, for it is nof too much to say, that 
the struggle between Charles and his Parliament was the 
greatest event which Europe has to relate, previous to the 
French Revolution.

Parliamentarian as I am upon principle and conviction, I 
cannot help admiring the Cavaliers. Gallant, gay, loyal, 
devoted and unselfish ; indifferent to life and fortune to the 
cause they supported. Some of the choicest virtues of our 
nature were possessed by these “ darlings of the land.” 
While the Puritans were struggling for truth and light and 
liberty, the very necessaries of a brave and noble life, the 
Cavaliers had that which made life fair and beautiful. All
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the graces and amenities of life were theirs; they loved 
music and drawing, poetry, the drama, painting;—all things 
in short that are wisely and truly considered as shedding a 
grace upon, and giving a sweetness to existence.

Both showed equal devotion, bravery and daring; but 
with this difference—the Puritans were devoted to a good 
cause, the Cavaliers to a weak, bad man, who used their 
services, their money, their swords; but never scrupled to 
sacrifice them when such sacrifice served or appeared to serve 
his own ends.

Looking back upon that struggle, it is impossible not to 
love and pity, the men who through battle, and loss, and 
ruin, exile, poverty, neglect and death, still adhered to the 
cause of Charles I., and wept, and toiled, and bled, and 
prayed for the restoration of Charles the Second.

Probably, none of the Kings of England commenced 
their reign under more favorable opportunities than Charles. 
He bore no resemblance to his father. He was not a driv
eller, or a pedant, or a buffoon, or a coward. It would be 
absurd to deny that he was a scholar and a gentleman, a 
man of exquisite taste in the fine arts, and of strict morals 
in private life. His talents for business were respectable^ 
his demeanour was kingly.

But he was false, imperious, obstinate, narrow minded, 
ignorant of the temper of the people, unobservant of the 
signs of the times. The whole principle of his government 
was resistance to public opinion ; nor did he make any real 
concession to that opinion, until it mattered not whether he 
resisted or conceded ; till the nation which had long ceased 
to love or trust, had also ceased to fear him. Faithless
ness was the chief cause of his disasters, and is the chief 
stain on his memory.

I t is none of my purpose on the present occasion to re
view the long struggle between Charles and his Parliament.
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“ ’Twere long to tell, and sad to trace 
Each step from splendour to disgrace,"

during this eventful reign ; but as the conquests of Alex
ander and Caesar may be followed through their coins, so 
may the careful student of Numismatics derive information 
from the coinage of Charles.

The regular coinage comprised :
In Gold—The Unit, Broad, or 20s. piece ; Double Crown, 

Half Broad or 10s. piece; Crown or 5s. piece, and Angel or 
10s. There was also a Treble-Unit or 3 pound piece struck 
a t  Oxford.

In Silver—A Twenty Shillings or Pound piece, Ten Shil
lings or Half-pound ; (these were also struck at Oxford, and 
this is the only reign in which pieces of these denominations 
were ever struck.) Crowns, Half-Crowns, Shillings, Sixpences, 
Groats, Three Pence, Half-Groats, Pennies and Half-Pennies.

The silver coinage is the most numerous and varied of 
any in English annals, and it is remarkable that during the 
gradual waste of the King’s resources in the civil war, no 
debasement in the coinage took place; the very rudest of 
the siege pieces being of the proper purity and weight.

The whole coinage of the reign, necessarily became to
wards its close, extremely irregular, both in design and exe
cution, and an immense number of trifling variations occur, 
far too numerous to allude to in detail.

In addition to the issues from the Royal Mint, we find 
during this reign, pieces coined in London by Nicholas 
Briot And beyond the mint set up at Oxford, as already 
mentioned, the unfortunate King carried his mint to Abery- 
stwith, Chester, Weymouth, York, Exeter, Bristol, Shrews
bury, Worcester, and possibly other cities.

The coins minted at Oxford were struck from plate, both 
.gold and silver, furnished by the Universities. This 
caused the destruction of many rare and interesting 
relics; but such are the inevitable consequences of civil
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war, that in 1644 the Commons House of Parliament, w ith  
equal recklessness, ordered all the king’s plate in the Tower 
to be melted down and coined, notwithstanding a remon
strance, alleging that the curious workmanship of these 
ancient monuments was worth more than the metal.

But our business to-night is more intimately associated 
with the “ pieces of necessity,” as they are called.

On many occasions, during the most disastrous fortunes 
of the king, in the latter part of the civil war, his partisans 
were under the necessity of striking money in a rude man
ner ; they were generally formed from plate melted down, 
cut into various shapes and then stamped or engraved with 
various devices.

The first were coined at Dublin, and consisted merely of 
weighed pieces of plate, simply stamped with numerals, to

denote the current value. Some had also “ C. R.” under a 
crown.

For different sieges in England we have record of six
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pieces of different value in connection with Beeston Castle ; 
for Carlisle, when it was defended for the King by Sir 
Thomas Glemham, four pieces, bearing the date 1645 ;

Colchester Castle, two pieces ; Newark, four pieces, which 
are the most frequently met with of all the siege pieces;

p  r c 1!״ //  v  r  inyr oj.i q  A 1

Scarborough, five pieces ; and five pieces unknown, as it is 
not possible to appropriate them to any particular castle ; 
for Pontefract Castle, two pieces, both shillings, one 
diamond shaped and one octagonal. These were struck in 
1648, whilst the castle was defended for the King by Col. 
Morris. This staunch royalist held out for seven weeks after 
the execution of the King, and struck the coins he issued in 
the name of Charles II. The shillings, so struck, were of 
an octagonal shape, with “ Carolus Secundus 1648,” round 
the figure of the castle, and the reverse had “ Post mortem 
patris pro filio.” “ After the death of the father, for the 
son.

It would far exceed my present purpose to follow in detail
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the many variations in the coins of Charles, but a glance at 
the mottoes and legends may not be without interest.

Passing over the national coinage, on which he is styled 
King of England, France and Ireland, we may first notice 
the declaration on the Oxford Pound piece that Charles 
would “ preserve the Protestant religion, the laws and liber
ties of his subjects, and privileges of Parliament,” and fur
ther, the verse from the 68th Psalm, “ Let God arise, let his 
enemies be scattered.” On the Unit, “ Kingdoms flourish 
by concord.” On the Double Crown, “ God protects his 
worshippers.” On the Angel, “ The Love of the people is 
the King’s protection.” On the Tower Crown, “ I reign 
under the auspices of Christ.” On the Half-Groat, “ A rose 
without a thorn " ; also, “ J ustice strengthens a throne.”

It is remarkable how the spirit of these mottoes was uni
formly broken by the King, and how the difficulties of the 
royal cause accumulated, until the “ Dum spiro, spero,” 
“ Whilst I live I hope,” of the Pontefract shilling appears 
like a cry of anguish.

Charles had a more formidable enemy than the army of 
the Parliament, in his own determined insincerity. Driven 
from place to place, without rest, not even his rank or the 
number and quality of his supporters sufficed to preserve 
him from physical suffering and privation.

The coins of Charles speak most eloquently of the tenor 
of his career. We have them of different mints, and,by 
them we can trace the disasters of the obstinate King. We 
know them as the Oxford Pound Piece, the York Half-Crown, 
the Newark, Scarborough, and the Pontefract Shillings.

Affairs grew worse and worse, so that at last the “ siege- 
pieces,” as they were denominated, can hardly be called 
coins at all. Some of them, as we know, consisted of mere 
bits of silver plate, with a castle rudely stamped upon them.

Ruding says, “ from necessity the workmanship was so 
rude, as to justify the suspicion that the dies were sunk by a

1 2 2  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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ing the mouldings of the salvers from which they were cut.
The siege pieces of gold are but few. Mr. Henfry records 

one struck at Colchester Castle, probably intended for a 10s. 
piece. It is of a rude circular shape, and bears an incused 
representation of the Castle with a flag flying in the centre. 
Colchester Castle, defended by Lord Goring, and under him 
Sir Charles Lucus and Sir George Lisle, held out for eleven 
weeks against the Parliamentary Army under Fairfax, 
whilst Basing House, defended by the Marquis of Winches
ter, held out for two years against Sir William Waller and 
Fairfax, until Cromwell ■ himself appeared before it, with the 
usual result. It was not long before the Speaker of the 
House of Commons received the following news : “ I thank 
God I can give a good account of Basing.”

Here, happily, with politics, as “ party politics,” we meddle 
not, but nevertheless, with pity for the King, and admiration 
for the courage and devotion of the brave men who fought 
round his standard, we cannot overlook the fact, that Eng
land, “ out of this nettle, ‘ danger,’ plucked the flower ‘ safe
ty.’ ״

A  glance at the “ Castles” from a topographical view may 
be of some interest:

Beeston Castle, situated nearly in the centre of the 
County of Cheshire, was of great strength, being built
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upon a rock, on one side precipitous, and on the other grad
ually sloping. The outer court enclosed an area of about 
five acres. The walls were prodigiously thick, and some por
tions of the ruins, including two watch-towers, remain. After 
various fortunes, it finally surrendered to the Parliamentary 
Army under Sir William Brereton, on November 16, 1645,. 
having bravely resisted for 18 weeks ; it was then dismantled. 
The castle was not given up till the defenders of it were re
duced to great want. Yet they obtained the most honorable 
terms, marching out with drums beating and colours flying, 
though reduced to the number of sixty.

Scarborough Castle underwent two sieges by the Parlia
mentary forces, the first of which lasted twelve months. It 
was then, like many other fortresses, dismantled by order of 
the Parliament. Here was imprisoned for above twelve 
months, for his religious opinions, George Fox, the first of the 
Quakers, and his sufferings were very great.

Newark was one of the most considerable garrisons the 
King had, and it sustained three sieges.

Pontefract was frequently besieged, and defended by 
Royalists and Parliamentarians. The garrison, after having 
been reduced from 600 to 100 men, surrendered, in 1649, to 
General Lambert, having first proclaimed Charles II. suc
cessor to the throne of his father, and having done all to 
defend it that a garrison of brave men could do. In this 
castle, as I have already said, Colonel Morris struck the first 
silver coin of Charles II., who was proclaimed after the death 
of his father. Shortly after, the fortress was dismantled. 
Little of its ruins remain, and the area is now chiefly gar
dens. The “ pieces ” bear the impression of this once fam
ous eastle, and even the cakes of the old city also have the 
castle stamped upon them.

It is scarcely possible to overrate the importance attached 
to the records of this great struggle between Charles and 
his people. How much of the liberties which we this day
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enjoy spring from this strife ? By it the pen of historians 
and poets have been inspired,—and the recollection of the 
sufferings which brave men underwent, should arm us to 
guard the blessings which they have bequeathed to us.

AN INDIAN TRA D ITIO N ,
C O N C E R N IN G  T I IE  O R IG IN  OF T H E  F IV E  N A T IO N S.

HEN our good Manitta raised Akanishioncgy* 
out of the great waters, he said to his brcthern, 
how fine a country is this ! I will make Rcd־f־ men, 
the best of men to enjoy it. Then with five hand

fuls of red seeds, like the eggs of flies, did he strow the fertile 
fields of Onondago. Little worms came out of the seeds, 
and penetrated the earth, when the spirits, who had never 
yet seen the light, entered into and united with them. Man
itta watered the earth with his rain, the sun warmed it, the 
worms, with the spirits in them, grew, putting forth little arms 
and legs, and moved the light earth that covered them. 
After nine moons they came forth perfect boys and girls. 
Manitta covered them with his mantle of warm, purple cloud( 
and nourish them with milk from his fingers ends. Nine 
summers did he nurse them, and nine summers more did he 
•instruct them how to live. In the mean time he had made 
for their use, trees, plants, a n d . animals, of various kinds. 
Akanishionegy was covered with woods and filled with crea
tures. Then he assembled his children together and said, 
“ Ye are Five Nations, for ye sprang each from a different 
handful of the seed I sowed ; but ye are all brethren ; and 
I am your father, for I made ye a l l ; I have nursed and 
brought you u p : Mohocks, I have made you bold and val
iant, and see, I give you corn for your food ; Oneidas, I

* The Country of the Five Nations.
t They thus distinguished themselves from white men and black men. But their complexion 

is not properly red. It is rather the color of copper, or mahogany.
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have made you patient of pain and of hunger, the nuts and 
fruits of trees are yours. Senekas, I have made you industri
ous and actiye, beans do I give you for nourishment: Cayugas, 
I have made you strong, friendly and generous, ground nuts 
and every root shall refresh.you : Onondagos, I have made 
you wise, just and eloquent ; squashes and grapes have I 
given you to eat, and tobacco to smoke in Council. The 
beasts, birds and fishes have I given to you all, in common > 
As I have loved and taken care of you all, so do you love 
and take care of one another. Communicate freely to 
each other the good things I have given you, and learn to 
imitate each other’s virtues. I have made you the best peo
ple in the world, and I give you the best country. You will 
defend it from the invasions of other nations, from the chil
dren of other Manittas, and keep possession of it for your
selves, while the sun and moon give light, and the waters run 
in the rivers. This you shall do if you observe my words. 
Spirits, I am now about to leave you. The bodies I have 
given you will in time grow old, and wear out, so that you 
will be weary of them ; or from various accidents they may 
become unfit for your habitation, and you will leave them. 
I cannot remain here always to give you new ones. I have 
great affairs to mind, in distant places, and I cannot again 
attend so long to the nursing of children.. I have enabled 
you therefore among yourselves to produce new bodies, to 
supply the place of old ones, that every one of you, when 
he parts with his old habitation, may in due time find a new 
one, and never wander longer than he chose under the earth, 
deprived of the light of the sun. Nourish and instruct your 
your children, as I have nourished and instructed you. Be 
just to all men and kind to strangers, that come among you. 
So shall you be happy and be loved by a l l : and I myself 
will sometimes visit and assist you.” Saying this, he wrap
ped himself in a bright cloud and went like a swift arrow to 
the sun, w'here his brethern rejoiced at his return. From
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ther.ce he often looked at Akanishionegy, and pointing, 
showed with pleasure, to his brothers, the country he had 
formed, and the nations he had produced to inhabit it.”— 
History o f Wyoming.
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TH E  “ l'R ER ES DU CANADA” MEDAL.

BY ALFRED SANDHAM.

H ROUGH the kindness of A. J. Boucher, Esq., 
I am enabled to give a description and illustration 
of an interesting medal now in his possession. 
The medal, in regard to size and shape is iden

tical with that described by Sir Duncan Gibb in a paper, 
which appeared in the October number of the Antiquarian. 
In this instance the obverse bears the words “ Sacred friend
ship.” The date and incused letters 
“ N.R.,” as on the “ Freres du Can
ada,” do not however appear. The 
reverse is, with a trifling exception, 
the same as on that medal, the 
word “ inseparable ” being divided by 
a period, “ in . separable."

This medal was the property of 
Mr. Boucher’s grandfather, formerly 
an officer in the Royal Canadian 
Volunteers.* Mr. Boucher is not, 
in possession of any positive infor
mation regarding the medal. Sir 
Duncan Gibb suggests that his 
medal may have belonged to a club, probably a military

•  The “  Bouchers" of Canada (including Pierre Boucher, the celebrated Governor of Three 
Rivers (1650/—the Boucher de Boucherville— Boucher de Grosbois — Boucher-Belleville. &c.,) 
are all descended from two brothers—Gaspard and M arin  Boucher, natives of Langy, in the 
Diocese of Mortagne, France,— who came to Canada about the year rfiro.

Many of the descendants (born and brought up 0.1 the Lower St. Lawrence,—at Riviere
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one. I have not been able to gain definite particulars as to 
the nature of the club or society, but from the scanty ma
terial available, I am inclined to the belief that the society 
was masonic in its nature. Mr. Boucher differs from me on 
this point. Mis reason for so doing, being the fact, that 
most of the officers of the Regiment were French Canadian 
Roman Catholics. , My conclusions are drawn from a notice 
which appears in the Quebec Mercury of November 20, 1827, 
and which is reprinted by Christie in his “ History of 
Canada.” Volume III., page 139.

The extract referred to, gives an account of the ceremony 
of laying the foundation stone of the Wolfe and Montcalm 
Monument, (Quebec). After describing the forming of the 
Military line, through which the procession was to pass, the 
following is given :

“ The Grand Lodge of Masons, with the Right Worship
ful Grand Master (Claude Denechau, Esq.,) at their head, 
the Merchants and “ Frcrcs du Canada,” the Sussex and the 
St. Andrew’s Lodges, the Officers comprising the Grand 
Lodge, and the brethren being in full Masonic costume, 
walked in procession to the chateau, preceeded by the Band

Otielle, Chateau*Richer, lie atix Coudres, lie d'Orlcan*, &c.,' were seafaring men. Francis 
Boucher—the 4th descendant was a sea Captain, and lost his life at sea, on his way to France.

His son, Francis Boucher, fifth descendant', likewise went to sea early. He traded in the 
West Indies and on the Coast of Guinea. In 1792־, lie carried by sea, Prince F.dward and his 
Regiment, the Royal F 11 •dicers, from (Quebec to Halifax, and for this service he was rewarded 
by being named “ Captain of the Port of (v) iubcc,'׳ fas successor to John Steel, Esq., resigned), 
by Sir Robert S. Milnes, Governor of Canada, izth  August, 1803.

Francis Boucher, sixth descendant , son of the above, was born at I slo aux Coudres, the Sth 
August, 1778. When aged 16, he joined the “ Royal Canadian Volunteers,״  Regimental 
Motto “ Try us,”; in 17(74, as Ensign.

On the iStli July, 1842, Governor Sir Charles Bagot wrote to him, “ I take this opportunity 
of informing you that I shall have much pleasure in submitting your name to Her Majesty for 
an appointment to the Legislative Council, should you be willing to accept it. . . .  I have 
great pleasure on this occasion of testifying my sense of your character and standing in this 
Province.'״ He declined the proposed honor, and after the disbanding of the Regiment, he set
tled down at Ma.skinongt, District of Three Rivers, where he engaged successfully in business 
and brought up a family of seven children. He died a t Maskinonge, aged 83, on the 29th 
August, 1S61, and was buried there.

His eldest son. Francis Xavier Olivier Boucher, a Physician, was father of the Founder and 
First President of the Numismatic Society of Montreal, A. J . Boucher.
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■ of the 66th Regiment, playing a Masonic march, and passing 
through the court, entered the garden, and lined the advan
ces to the spot where the preparations had been made for 
the purpose which called their attendance."

In this record, I think there is found conclusive evidence 
as to the Masonic nature of the Society referred to. The 
whole ceremony of laying the stone was Masonic, and the 
“ Freres du Canada ” appear in the order of procession be
tween the Grand Lodge and its officers, and the Sussex and 
St. Andrew’s Lodges, names well known in Masonic circles. 
Added to this, we find no mention of any society other than 
Masonic taking part in the ceremony. Having thus far en
deavored to solve the problem as to the origin of the med
als described, I hope some of the Numismatists of Quebec 
may now be induced to enter the field.

M O N T R E A L  A N D  ITS FO U N D ERS.

BY FRANCIS PARKMAN, LL.D.

IT La Flèche, in Anjou dwelt one Jérôme le Royer 
de la Dauvcrsière, receiver of taxes. His portrait 
shows us a round, bourgeois face, somewhat heavy 
perhaps, decorated with a slight moustache, and 

redeemed by bright and earnest eyes. On his head he wears 
a black skull-cap ; and over his ample shoulders spreads a 
stiff white collar, of wide expanse and studious plainness. 
Though he belonged to the noblesse, his looks is that of a 
grave burgher, of good renown and sage deportment. Dau- 
versière was, however, an enthusiastic devotee, ol mystical 
tendencies, who whipped himself with a scourge of small 
■ chains till his shoulders were one wound, wore a belt with 
more than twelve hundred sharp points, and invented for 
himself other torments, which filled his confessor with ad
miration. One day, while at his devotions, he heard an in-
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ward voice commanding him to become the founder of a new 
■ Order of hospital nuns ; and he was further ordered to estab

lish, on the island called Montreal, in Canada, a hospital, or

AUTOGRAPH OF JEROME LE ROYER DE LA DAUVERS1ERE.

Hotel-Dieu, to be conducted by these nuns. But Montreal 
was a wilderness, and the hospital would have no patients 
Therefore, in order to supply them, the island must first be 
colonized. Dauversière was greatly perplexed. On the one 
hand, the voice of Heaven must be obeyed ; on the other, 
he had a wife, six children, and a very moderate fortune.

Again : there was at Paris a young priest, about twenty- 
eight years of age,—Jean Jacques Olier, afterwards widely 
known as founder of the Seminary of St. Sulpice.

He was praying in the ancient church of St. Germain des 
Prés, when, like Dauversière, he thought he heard a voice 
from Heaven, saying that he was destined to be a light to the 
Gentiles. It is recorded as a mystic coincidence attending 
this miracle, that the choir was at that very time chanting 
the words, Lumen ad revelationem Gentium ; and it seems to 
have occured neither to Olier nor to his biographer, that, fall
ing on the ear of the rapt worshipper, they might have uncon
sciously suggested the supposed revelation. But there was 
a further miracle. An inward voice told Olier that he was 
to form a society of priests, and establish them on the 
island called Montreal, in Canada, for propagation of theTrue 
Faith ; and writers old and recent assert, that, while both he
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and Dauversi&re were totally ignorant of Canadian geo
graphy, they suddenly found themselves in possession, they 
Tcnew not how, of the most exact details concerning Montreal, 
its size, shape, situation, soil, climate, and productions.

Dauversiire pondered the revelation he had received ; and 
the more he pondered, the more was he convinced that it 
came from God. He therefore set out for Paris, to find some 
means of accomplishing the task assigned him. Here, as he 
prayed before an image of the Virgin m the church of Notre- 
Dame, he fell into an ecstasy, and beheld a vision. Christ, 
the Virgin, and St. Joseph appeared before him. He saw 
them distinctly. Then he heard Christ ask three times of 
his Virgin Mother, Where can 1 fin d  a fa ith fu l servant ? On 
which, the Virgin, taking him (Dauverstere) by the hand, 
replied, See, Lord, here is that fa ith fu l servant!—and Christ, 
with a benignant smile, received him into his service, promis
ing to bestow on him wisdom and strength to do his work. 
From Paris he went to the neighboring chateau of Meudon, 
which overlooks the valley of the Seine, not far from St. 
Cloud. Entering the gallery of the old castle, he saw a priest 
approaching him. It was Olier. Now we are told that 
neither of these men had ever seen or heard of the other ; 
and yet, says the pious historian, “impelled by a»kind of in
spiration, they knew each other at once, even to the depths 
of their hearts and saluted each other by name.

 Monsieur,” exclaimed Olier, “I know your design, and I ״
go to compiend it to God at the holy altar.”

And he went at once to say mass in the chapel. Dau- 
-versidre received the communion at hands ; and then they 
walked for three hours in the park, discussing their plans. 
They were of one mind, in respect both to objects and means, 
and when they parted, Olier gave Dauverstere a hundred 
louis, saying, “This is to begin the work of God.”

They proposed to found at Montreal three religious com
munities,— three being the mystic number,—one of secular
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priests to direct the colonists and convert the Indians, one 
of nuns to nurse the sick, and one of nuns to teach the 
Faith to the children, white and red. To borrow their own 
phrases, they would plant the banner of Christ in an abode 
of desolation and a haunt of demons ; and to this end a band 
of priests and women were to invade the wilderness, and take 
post between the fangs of the Iroquois. But first they must 
make a colony, and to do so must raise money. Olier had 
pious and wealthy penitents ; Dauversi*re had a friend the 
Baron de Fancamp, devout as himself and far richer. Anx
ious for his soul, and satisfied that the enterprise was an 
inspiration of God, he was eager to bear part in it. Olier 
soon found three others ; and the six together formed the 
germ of the Society of Notre-Dame de Montreal. Among 
them they raised the sum of seventy-five thousand livres, 
equivalent to about as many dollars at the present day.

A t this time the island of Montreal belonged to Lauson, 
former president of the great company of the Hundred 
Associates ; and, his son had a monopoly of fishing in the 
St. Lawrence. Dauversiire and Fancamp, after much dip
lomacy, succeeded in persuading the elder Lauson to trans
fer his title to them ̂  and, as there was a defect in it, they 
obtained a grant of the island from the Hundred Associates, 
its original owners, who, however, reserved to themselves its 
western extremity as a site for a fort and storehouses. At 
the same time, the younger Lauson granted them a right of 
fishery within two leagues of the shores of the island, for 
which they were to make a yearly acknowledgment of ten 
pounds of fish. A confirmation of these grants was obtained 
from the King. Dauversiire and his companions were now 
seigneurs of Montreal. They were empowered to appoint a 
governor, and to establish courts, from which there was to 
be an appeal to the Supreme Court of Quebec, supposing 
such to exist. They were excluded from the fur-trade, and 
forbidden to build castles or forts other than such as 
were necessary for defence against the Indians.
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Their title assured, they matured their plan. First they 
would send out forty men to take possession of Montreal, 
intrench themselves, and raise crops. Then they would build 
a house for the priests, and two convents for the nuns. Mean
while, Olier was toiling at Vaugirard, on the outskirts of 
Paris, to inaugurate the seminary of priests, and Dauversière 
at La Flèche, to form the community of hospital nuns.

The Associates needed a soldier-governor to take charge 
of their forty men ; and directed as they supposed by Pro
vidence, they found one wholly to their mind. This was Paul 
de Chomedy, Sieur de Maisonneuve, a devout and valiant

gentleman, who in long service among the heretics of Hol
land had kept his faith intact and had held himself resolutely 
aloof from the license that surrounded him. He loved his 
profession of arms, and wished to consecrate his sword to

The scheme was ripening fast, when both Olier and 
Dauversfere were assailed by one of those revulsions of spirit 
to which saints of the ecstatic school are naturally liable. 
Dauversidre, in particular, was a prey to the extremity of 
dejection, uncertainty, and misgiving. How long his fit of 
dejection lasted does not appear ; but at length he set him
self again to his appointed work. Olier, too, emerging from 
the clouds and darkness, found faith once more, and again 
placed himself at the head of the great enterprise.

There was imperative need of more money; and Dauver- 
siire, under judicious guidance, was active in obtaining it, 
and we learn that a large proportion of the money raised 
for this enterprise was contributed by devout ladies. Many
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of them became members of the Asssociation of Montreal, 
which was eventually increased to about forty-five persons, 
chosen for their devotion and their wealth.

Olierand his associates had resolved, though not from any 
collapse of zeal, to postpone the establishment of the sem- 
in try and the college until after a settlement should be 
formed. The hospital, however, might, they thought, be 
begun at once; for blood and blows would be ♦he assured 
portion of the first settlers. At least, a direct woman ought 
to embark with the colonists as their nurse and housekeeper. 
Scarcely was the need recognized when it was supplied in 
the person of Mademoiselle Jeanne Mance who was bom of

Owsuiz. J!fa/ux
AUTOGRAPH OF JE A N N E  MANCE.

an honorable family of Nogent-lc-Roi, and in 1640 was 
thirty four years of age. She decided to go to Montreal with 
Maisonneuve and his forty men. Yet, when the vessel was 
about to sail, sharp misgiving seized her. How could she, a 
woman, not yet bereft of youth or charms, live alone in the 
forest, among a troop of soldiers? Her scruples were re
lieved by two of the men, who, at the last moment, re
fused to embark without their wives, — and by a young 
woman.who,impelled by enthusiasm, escaped from her friends 
and took passage, in spite of them, in one of the vessels.

All was ready ; the ships set sail; but Olier, Dauversfere, 
and Fancamp remained at home, as did also the other As
sociates, with the exception of Maisonneuve and Mademoi
selle Mance. In the following February, an impressive scene 
took place in the church of Notre Dame, at Paris. The As
sociates, at this time numbering about forty-five with Olier 
at their head, assembled before the altar of the Virgin, and, 
by a solemn ceremonial, consecrated Montreal to the Holy
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Family. Henceforth it was to be called Villemarie de Mon
treal\—a sacred town, reared to the honor and une er the pat
ronage of Christ, St. Joseph, and the Virgin, to be typified 
by three persons on earth, founders respectively of the three 
destined communities,— Olier, Dauversière and *a maiden 
of Troyes, Marguerite Bourgeoys : the seminary to be con
secrated to Christ, the Hôtel-Dieu to St. Joseph, and the 
college to the Virgin.

But we are anticipating a little ; for it was several years 
as yet before Marguerite Bourgeoys took an active part 
in the work of Montreal. She was the daughter or a re
spectable tradesman, and was now twenty-two years of age. 
Her portrait has come down to us ; and her face is a mirror 
of frankness, loyality, and womanly tenderness. Her qual
ities were those of good sense, conscientiousness, and a warm 
heart. She had known no miracles, ecstasies, or trances ; 
and though afterwards, when her religious susceptibilities 
had reached a fuller development, a few such are recorded of 
her, yet even the Abbé Faillon, with the best intentions, can 
credit her with but a meagre allowance of these celestial 
favors. Though in the midst of visionaries, she distrusted 
the supernatural, and avowed her belief, that, in His gover- 
ment of the world, God does not often set aside its ordinary 
laws. He religion was of the affections, and was manifested 
in an absorbing devotion to duty. She had felt no vocation 
to the cloister, but had taken the vow of chastity, and was 
attached, as an externe, to the Sisters of the Congregation of 
Troyes, who were fevered with eagerness to go to Canada. 
Marguerite, however, was content to wait until there was a 
prospect that she could do good by going ; and it was not 
till the year 1653, that, renouncing an inheritance, and giving 
all she had to the poor, she embarked for the savage scene 
of her labors. To this day, in crowded school-rooms of 
Montreal and Quebec, fit monuments of her unobtrusive 
virtue, her successors instruct the children of the poor, and
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embalm the pleasant memory of Marguerite Bourgeoys. 
In the martial figure of Maisonneuve, and the fair form of 
this gentle nun, we find the true heroes of Montreal.

Maisonneuve, with his forty men and four women reached 
Quebec too late to ascend to Montreal that season. They 
encountered distrust, jealousy, and opposition. The agents 
of the Company of the Hundred Associates looked on them 
askance ; and the Governer of Quebec, Montmagny, saw a 
rival governor in Maisonneuve. Every means was used to 
persuade the adventurers to abandon their project, and set
tle at Quebec. Montmagny called a council of the prin- 
eipal persons of his colony, who gave it as their opinion 
that the new-comers had better exchange Montreal for the 
Island of Orleans, where they would be in a position to give 
and receive succor ; while, by persisting in their first design, 
they would expose themselves to destruction, and be of use 
to nobody. Maisonneuve, who was present, expressed his sur
prise that they should assume to direct his affairs. “I have 
not come here,” he said “to deliberate, but to act. It is my 
duty and honor to found a colony at M ontreal; and I would 
go, if every tree were an Iroquois ! ״

Early in May, Maisonneuve and his followers embarked. 
They had gained an unexpected recruit during the winter, 
in the person of Madame de la Peltrie. The piety, the 
novelty, and the romance of their enterprise, all had their 
eharms for the fair enthusiast; and an irresistable impulse
— imputed by a slandering historian to the levity of her sex
— urged her to share their fortunes. Her zeal was more 
admired by the Montrealists whom she joined than by the 
Ursulines whom she abandoned. She carried off all the fur
niture she had lent them, and left them in the utmost des
titution.

It was the eighth of May when Maisonneuve and his fol
lowers embarked at St. Michel; and as the boat, deep-laden 
with men, arms, and stores, moved slowly on their way, the
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forest, with leaves just opening in the warmth of spring, lay 
on their right hand and on their left, in a flattering semblance 
of tranquility and peace. But behind woody islets, in tan
gled tickets and damp ravines, and in the shade and stillness 
of the columned woods, lurked everywhere a danger and a 
terror.

On the seventeenth of May, 1642, Maisonneuve’s little 
flotilla — a pinnace, a flat-bottomed craft moved by sail, and 
two row-boats — approached Montreal; and all on board 
raised in unison a hymn of praise. Montmagny was with 
them, to deliver the island, in behalf of the Company of the 
Hundred Associates, to Maisonneuve, representative of the 
Associates of Montreal. And here, too, was Father Vimont, 
Superior of the missons ; for the J esuits had been prudent
ly invited to accept the spiritual charge of the young colony. 
On the following day, they glided along the green and sol
itary shores now thronged with the life of a busy city, and 
landed on the spot which Champlain, thirty-one years before, 
had chosen as the fit site of a settlement. It was a tongue 
or triangle of land, formed by the junction of a rivulet with 
with the St. Lawrence, and known afterwards as Point 
Callière. The rivulet was bordered by a meadow, and be
yond rose the forest with its vanguard of scattered trees. 
Early spring flowers were blooming in the young grass, and 
birds of varied plumage flitted among the boughs.

Maisonneuve sprang ashore, and fell on his knees. His 
followers imitated his example ; and all joined their voices 
in enthusiastic songs of thanksgiving. Tents, baggage, 
arms, and stores were landed. A n altar was raised on a 
pleasant spot near at hand ; and Mademoiselle Mance, with 
Madame de la Peltrie, aided by her servant, Charlotte Barré, 
decorated it with a taste which was the admiration of the be
holders. '  Now all the company gathered before the shrine. 
Here stood Vimont, in the rich vestments of his office. 
Here were the two ladies, with their servant ; Montmagny,
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no very willing spectator ; and Maisonneuve, a warlike figure 
erect and tall, his men clustering around him,— soldiers, 
sailors, artisans, and laborers,— all alike soldiers at need. 
They kneeled in reverent silence as the Host was raised 
a lo ft; and when the rite was over, the priest turned and ad
dressed them :—

“You are a grain of mustard-seed, that shall rise and grow 
till its branches overshadow the earth. You are few,'but 
your work is the work of God. His smile is on you, and 
your children shall fill the land.”

The afternoon waned ; the sun sank behind the western 
forest, and twilight came on. Fireflies were twinkling over 
the darkened meadow. They caught them, tied them with 
threads into shining festoons, and hung them before the altar, 
where the Host remained exposed. Then they pitched their 
tents, lighted their bivouac fires, stationed their guards, and 
lay down to rest. Such was the birth-night of Montreal. 
— Jesuits in North America.

HOM E M A N U F A C T U R E .

UNCOURAGE Home Manufacture” has been the 
cry for many years, but I venture to assert that 
if other articles of home manufacture were on a 
par with that which furnishes material for the 

present remarks, the cry would soon cease. When Mr. 
Kingsford favored us with his able paper entitled, “ A  few 
words upon a Political Coin,” it occurred to me that so far 
as the coin itself is concerned, the fewer the words the better. 
It is, however, a well known saying, that there “ never was 
a bad, but that a worse might be found,” and in a numis
matic sense, this is now proved to be true, for rude as 
is the “ Vexator Canadensis,” the coin (?) now to be discus
sed is still more so.

There are times when the graver of the artist fails to de-
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pict the beauty of the subject treated, but here the rudi
ments of the Engraver’s art are scarcely necessary to enable 
the “ prentice hand ” to produce a comparative “ thing of 
beauty.”

What is it ? Before attempting to answer this momen
tous question, I must explain that a few evenings ago, I 
found myself in the neighborhood of the residence of a 
most enthusiastic numismatist,—a gentleman of taste, and 
the fortunate possessor of a fine collection of Coins and 
Medals. The temptation was great,—I yielded, and called, 
professedly for a few minutes, but the minutes lengthened 
into hours ere I took my leave. It was during this pleasant 
visit, that my friend opened a drawer in his cabinet, and 
taking .therefrom a “ lump of copper,” about the diameter of 
a penny piece, but much thicker, he laid it in my hand— 
leaned back in his chair for a few moments,—anxiously (?) 
looked into my face, and finally (unable to further restrain 
his impatience), propounded the question just referred to— 
“ What is it ?” The question was one of importance, and 
the response, slowly and calmly given, was ״ Well, it looks 
like a Canadian.” Now, I would not have any reader of the 
Antiquarian think for a moment that “ Canadians ” have 
anything in common with the ugly looking token now 
referred to.
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The happy possessor of this lump of copper, naturally asked 
my reasons for calling it by such an honored name. It was
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now necessary to be still more cautious, for the very act of 
comparing a respectable Canadian habitant with the nonde
script figure which beautifies the obverse of this piece might 
be construed intd a libel. So all I dare venture to add 
was “ that it appeared as though the unknown artist had 
the ‘ Habitant Penny ’ in view when he executed the dies 
for this coin.” This is evident in the fact, that Jhe greater 
portion of the letters forming the word “ Pjovince," may be 
deciphered. True, like Mark Twain’s Map of Paris, the 
student might find it necessary to stand on his head in order 
to read it, but any objection made to the mode of placing this 
word, might be removed by the artist pleading that he was 
not the first who had endeavored to overturn the Province 
Having traced this word from the end to the beginning, I 
proceed, and my knowledge of hieroglyphics enables me to 
decipher DU. BAS. Here the artist appears to have decided 
that he had got as low as possible, and he makes use of 
the space still at his disposal by commencing a deeply learned 
inscription, which he continues on the obverse. The poor 
habitant (supposing it to be a habitant) looks very much as 
though he had been trying to read the inscription, and if so, 
it accounts for the deformity which appears on his neck. 
The only point wherein the artist has strictly adhered to 
the rules which should always guide in the choice and exe
cution of a design for a medal is noticible in the legs of the 
figure, which are in perfect harmony with the inscription, 
being “ completely out of joint and disconnected.”

But what shall I say of the reverse ? I have heard it 
said that a clergyman was once asked to preach a sermon 
on “ nothing.” If our artist was asked to furnish the text, 
he certainly succeeded. Being a native of Montreal, I feel 
some hesitancy in comparing the arms of this City with the 
peculiar looking saltiere (or satire), which occupies the field, 
still it appears as though the saltiere with its dots and dashes 
is intended to represent the civic arms, but which is the
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rose, or which the beaver, I should not like to say. Words 
Tail to describe the accessories to the arms, and therefore I 
have *procured a cut of this unique specimen of “ Home 
Manufacture,” and my only wish is that I might be able to 
write on the envelope in which it is now enclosed, to return 
to its owner, the words which appeared in a recent catalogue 
with reference to a book therein noticed, “ This is very scarce, 
being the only one ever made!'

PROCEEDINGS OF T H E NUMISMATIC AND 
ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL.

E Thirteenth Annua! Meeting of the Society 
was held on Wednesday, December 17, 1873, 
the President Mr. Henry Mott in the chair.

The minutes of the 12th Annual Meeting 
having been read and confirmed, the Treasurer’s Annual 
Report was read and submitted to the Board of Auditors. 
The report shewed a balance to the credit of the Society of 
$185.

The following were then elelected officers for the year 1874:
Henry Mott, President.
Daniel Rose, 1st Vice President.
Major L. A. H. Latour, 2nd Vice President.
R. W. McLachlan, Treasurer and Curator.
Gerald E. Harte, Secretary.

Major L. A. H. Latour was elected to fill the vacancy on 
the Editorial Committee of the Canadian Antiquarian, 
caused by the death of Stanley C. Bagg, Esq.

The President then read an interesting paper on “ The 
Siege pieces of Charles 1st..” illustrated by a number of the 
pieces in very fine preservation. On motion it was decided 
to publish the paper in the Antiquarian. ■

The Curator reported receipt of current numbers of sev
eral magazines subscribed for by the Society ; also dona-
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tions of the following, from the authors : The Medals of 
Washington by W. S. Appleton, Esq.; Historic Medals of 
Canada, by Alfred Sandham ; Numismata Cromwelliana, 
by H. W. Henfrey, Esq.; Annuare de Ville Marie, by 
Major Latour; from Rev. J. Fenwick of Metis, Proceedings 
of the Loyal and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada, 1841 ; 
from the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, a copy 
of its “ Transactions,” and from Mr. Mott, a Trade Dollar of 
the United States, date 1873.

The meeting then adjourned.

14 2  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

E D I T O R I A L .
E are indebted td Isaac F. Wood, Esq., of New 

York, for two interesting medals, one bearing on 
the obverse a profile-bust of Washington, in 
military dress, facing to right. Legend—״ Nor

walk Conn. Memorial.” Exergue— “ 1869.” Reverse.—
Inscription—“ Bought of the * Norwake ’ Indians by Roger 
Ludlowe and Capt. Daniel Patrick 1640.—Founded 1649.— 
Settled by Act of Court 1650.—Burnt by British under 
Tryon 1779.—Borough Incorporation 1836.—D. & N. R. R. 
opened 1852.—Population, 15,000.” The number struck 
was strictly limited to twenty in silver, sixty in copper, forty 
in white metal, and one trial piece in lead. Price in silver 
$5, in copper $2, and in white metal $1. The obverse die 
of this medal has been destroyed, add but a very few speci
mens remain unsold.

— The second medal bears on the Obverse an accurate 
south-front view of the main-building of Haverford College, 
with the legend “ Haverford College, Pennsylvania,—1869.” 
Reverse—“ Founded by the Society of Friends,—1833,״ 
above an open Bible, over which stream the rays from a 
suspended lamp—symbolical of Haverford’s fundamental 
doctrine embodied in her motto, “ Non Doctior Sed Meliore
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Doctrina Imbutus," which appears in a heraldic garter sur
rounding the whole. The medal, is placed by its designer at 
prices barely sufficient to cover cost of manufacture and 
transmission, as it is his wish to make it a permanent me
mento within reach of all interested in the College. Price 
in ,bronze $1, in white metal 50c., and in silver $5. Of the 
silver, only ten were struck,—they being intended more 
especially for cabinet-collectors. Parties desiring to secure 
copies of these interesting medals, should make immediate 
application to Mr. E. Cogan, 408 State Street, Brooklyn, or 
J. W. Haseltine, 1343 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
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R E V I E W S .
. W. S. Appleton, Secretary of the Boston Nu
mismatic Society, has favored us with a copy of 
a very neatly printed pamphlet containing a de
scription of the Washington Medals now in his 

collection. A gentleman of wealth, of high literary attain
ments, and an ardent Numismatist, Mr. Appleton has spared 
neither time nor money towards rendering his collection of 
American Medals and Coins as complete as possible. Doubt
less there are many collectors on this Continent, as also in 
Europe, who are ignorant as to the extent of the field to 
which Mr. Appleton more particularly directs his attention. 
Some slight idea may be gained by the statement that this 
pamphlet describes 296 distinct types and varieties of Wash
ington Medals alone, and the author states that there are 
others which he still desires to secure. He adds, I have 
also several shells with the head of Washington, struck in 
iron, as medallions, and in brass or tin as advertisements, a 
head in gutta percha, and a few modern pieces of such out
rageously bad work that I cannot call them worthy of de
scription.” We heartily wish Mr. Appleton every success in 
.his efforts to complete his invaluable collection of mementoes
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of the great and good man, who was* “ first in peace, first 
in war, and first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

— Transactions o f the Literary and Historical Society o f 
Quebec, Session 1872-3. This volume of “ Transactions ” 
cannot fail to interest those who may be fortunate enough 
to secure a copy. The Literary and Historical Society of 
Quebec, has done much towards arousing the public senti
ment in favor of research into the early history of our Do
minion. Many of its members, among whom we may name 
Mr. Lemoine, Dr. Miles, and M. l’Abb§ Casgrain, have been 
indefatigable in their research, and the Society has, by its 
publications, rescued from oblivion many incidents of the 
deepest interest and highest importance to our Canadian 
annalists. The present volume contains four papers selected 
from those read before the Society during the year : “ On 
some additional incidents in connection with the siege and 
blockade of Quebec in 1775-76,” by Lt.-Col. Coffin. “ A  
Whaling voyage to Spitzbergen in 1810,” by Jas. Douglas, 
M.D. “ Historic Medals of Canada,” by Alfred Sandham. 
“ Some observations on Canadian Chorography and Hypog- 
raphy, and on the meritorious services of the late Jean 
Baptiste Duberger, Senr.,” by H. H. Miles, LL.D. The 
latter paper contains some deeply interesting information, 
and we shall in a futufe number reprint a portion of the 
same. In addition to these papers, the volume contains 
Reports of the Officers of the Society, List of Contributors, 
and a complete (?)״ list of Members and Officers.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Can any reader of the Antiquarian furnish me with in
formation concerning a Snow Shoe Club, instituted 28th. 
February, 1809, at Quebec ?

I. H. G.
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H ON OR TO WHOM H ONOR IS DUE,
OR SOME ACCOUNT OF THE MERITORIOUS SERVICES OF THE  

LATE JEAN BAPTISTE DUBERGER, SENR.

BY H. H. MILES, LL.D.
Jean  B a p t i s t e  D u b e r g e r  (or, as he usually sign

ed himself, John Baptist Duberger) was born at 
Detroit on February 17th, 1767. When quite 
young he was sent by his friends to Quebec, 

furnished with money enough, in the form of pieces of silver, 
to pay his expenses down, and to secure his admission as a 
resident-scholar in the Seminary of Quebec. If, as is sup
posed, he was then about 15 years of age, he must have 
spent, subsequently, about seven years in that institution ; 
■ for, in his 23rd year, having given evidence of mechanical 
geuius and of aptitude in the art of drawing, he was taken 
into the service of the R. E. Department, on the staff of 
which he continued to be emplo) ed during the remainder of 
his life.

In official documents we find Duberger styled “ Mr. Duber
ger, of the first class of Royal Military Surveyors, and 
Draftsman."
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Although, as will be shewn, Duberger did much towards 
supplementing and illustrating Canadian history, his name 
is not even placed on record in the, perhaps, too extensive 
list of Canadian worthies compiled by Mr. H. J. Morgan, 
of Ottawa ; nor do we find it in that writer’s Bibliotheca 
Canadetisis. But Bibaud, in his Pantheon Canaaien, has 
furnished a brief and imperfect sketch of Duberger. What 
we know of his career is derived principally from his sur
viving relatives and from his works themselves, and partly 
from incidental notices of which he became the subject in 
consequence of his connection with the famous Colonel By, 
who superintended the erection of the Martello Towers, still 
permitted to remain standing on the Plains of Abraham, 
and who subsequently constructed the works of the Rideau 
Canal between Ottawa and Kingston.

Duberger’s peculiar aptitude for the construction aud em
bellishment of charts of the country was in constant re
quisition after his entrance into the R. E. staff, in 1789, until 
the close of the American war—that is, about a quarter of a 
century,—when, he being afflicted with partial paralysis and 
frequent ill-health generally, most of his customary work 
was assigned to his son, of the same name, who inherited 
much of his father’s talent and ability.

At the time when Duberger became connected with the 
Royal Engineer Department at Quebec, something had al
ready been accomplished in the way of surveying the country 
and establishing its chorography, but not much in that of 
exhibiting the result of surveys with precision and elegance. 
The military authorities being then the sole depositories of 
whatever had been done, or was required to be done, of that 
nature, Duberger, after passing through a species of ap
prenticeship in the Department, which served to make known 
his extraordinary aptitude both for surveying and for ex
ecuting maps, was appointed a chief draftsman and surveyor, 
about the year 1790. More to his natural gifts, his powers
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o f observation, and his manual skill, must be ascribed his 
having attained to fitness for the post than to the opportun
ities accessible during his youth to the natives of Canada, 
or •even to the facilities afforded by the R. E. Department. 
Until towards the close of the century, he appears to have 
been chiefly employed in copying and in multiplying copies 
of the older maps which had already been made. Un
doubtedly, Duberger executed beautiful copies of most 
of them, although those now remaining in this country have 
usually not his name attached, having been copied by Char- 
land, Gale, and others. Before the British troops were with
drawn from this country, I saw among the copies of maps 
in the R. E. office a set of them evidently executed by him 
and having (his signature : and these, being the best, were 
naturally selected for removal. In the practice pursued, it 
sometimes happened that Dubergerdelineated the map itself, 
while the whole or part of the lettering and references was 
left for other and less skilful hands.

I do not feel competent, by means of any critical de
scription which I can furnish, to present an adequate estimate 
of his skill in drawing maps. Those who, in the course of 
their profession, are familiar with such matters and with his 
style, invariably speak of his artistical merit in terms of the 
highest commendation, and as having been far superior to 
that of any other draftsman of his day. Mr. Lambert, in 
the narrative of his visit to Quebec, in the autumn of 1806, 
makes the following mention of him :*

 Before I quit the subject of the arts in Canada, a country ״
seemingly more capable of supporting than creating genius, 
I must not omit to mention, with the approbation he des
ervedly merits, a gentlemen of the name of Duberger, a 
native of that country, and an officer in the corps of En
gineers, and Military Draughtsman. He is a self-taught

•  L am bert’s T r a v e ls ,  Vol. l ,  p a g e  j j o .
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genius, and has had no other advantage than what the Pro
vince afforded him, for he has never been out of the country. 
He excels in the mechanical arts and the drawing of military 
surveys, &c. He had the politeness to shew me several of 
his large draughts of the country, and many other drawings, 
some of which were beautifully done, and are deposited in 
the Engineers’ office. The only correct chart of Lower 
Canada, and which was published in London by Faden, in 
the name of Mr. Vondenvelden, was taken by Mr. Duberger 
and another gentleman, whose name had a much greater 
right to appear on the chart than the one which is at present 
there.”

Several years after the time of Lambert’s visit, Duberger 
began gradually to retire from the active work of copying 
and surveying, in consequence of bad health, being succeeded 
by his son, of the same name, who, as has been mentioned, 
inherited much of his father’s ability. In fact, work executed 
by Duberger junior has frequently been taken to have been 
that*of the father. Of his qualifications as a surveyor, which 
were undoubtedly great, entitling him to the post he held 
as such in the distinguished R.E. service, we cannot probably, 
cite corresponding printed or official evidence. The truth 
is, the services of the civil employés of the department were 
merged in or obscured by those of the military engineers, 
who always took precedence of the others. Whenever work 
was done conjointly by the military and civil employés it was 
always officially held to be executed by the former, or under 
their direction. For this reason, perhaps, Duberger some
times did not receive nearly so much credit for his work as 
he was entitled to. So far as we know, one of his first pieces 
of workmanship in the R. E. office was the taking of copies 
of the old military plan of the siejje operations at Quebec, in 
1759 ; his last work, in 1814 or 1815, was to take part in the 
survey of the district of Chateauguay, the scene of De- 
Salaberry’s exploit, of which there are also several beautiful
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ly executed drafts, with his signature attached. There are 
still living in Quebec aged and reliable persons who knew 
Duberger personally, who remember his appearance in the 
uniform and with the sword he was entitled to wear, and who 
recall, when they make mention of him, the pride he took in 
the exercise of his profession.

I now pass on to the mention of the principal work with 
which his name and memory have been associated. I quote 
again from Lambert’s book :

“ But the most important of his labours is a beautiful 
model of Quebec, upon which he is at present employed, in 
conjunction with a school-fellow of mine, Capt. By, of the 
Engineers, whom I had the unexpected pleasure of meeting 
in Canada after an absence of ten years. The whole of the 
model is sketched out, and a great part is finished, par
ticularly the fortifications and publicbuildings. It is upwards 
of 35 feet in length, and comprises a considerable portion of 
the Plains of Abraham, as far as the spot where Wolfe died. 
That which is done is finished with exquisite neatness, cut 
entirely out of wood, and modelled to a certain scale ; so 
that every part will be completed with singular correctness, 
even to the very shape and projection of the rock, the 
elevations and descents in the city and on the Plains, par
ticularly those eminences which commandthegarrison. It is 
to be sent to England when finished, and will, no doubt, be re
ceived by the British Government with the approbation it 
merits.

Although, in this account, a part of the credit of this vast 
undertaking is ascribed to Captain (afterwards Colonel) By, 
we may feel assured that Duberger’s hands executed it. 
Lambert says, “ the whole of the model is sketched out ”— 
that is, in 1806 or 1807. I have found no other allusion to 
the sketch, or cartoon, as, perhaps, we might name it, being, 
we may presume, the index or guide prepared before pieces 
of wood to form the model could be cut out. By, who was

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



soon after to serve as an engineer-officer in the construction 
of the Martello Towers, and thus to’ carry into effect, after 
the lapse of half a century, the plans for defending Quebec 
discussed and proposed by General Murray and Patrick 
Makellar in 1759 aad 1760, did, in all probability, conduct or 
assist in the preliminary survey of the ground. What Du
berger may have done in this respect—if, indeed, he did any
thing—would be attributed officially to By, for the reason 
already stated. But we have no grounds whatever for be
lieving that the latter either drew the sketch to work from 
or put his hand to the formation of the pieces of the model. 
To assist in establishing this point, I referred to an aged 
associate of Duberger, who served in another capacity in the 
same department. He informs me that he has a perfect re
collection of Duberger and of the construction of the mo
del ; that Duberger did all the work himself; that he cut 
out all the pieces and put them together, from time to time, 
in detached lots, as he progressed, in his own residence, a small 
cottage on the Esplanade, which is still to be seen there, 
though, perhaps, somewhat enlarged and altered in external 
appearance.

The credit of having constructed this model has been the 
subject of a controversy, into which I do not propose to 
enter at length, but only to allude briefly to some principal 
particulars. By carried the model to England in the year 
1811—ostensibly, it is alleged, to bring it under the notice 
of the British Government in Duberger’s behalf, and to solicit 
for him such reward as might be accorded. It is further 
alleged that a pecuniary reward was granted.

According to the testimony of Mr. Duberger’s surviving 
children, no news, of the fate of the model reached Canada 
for several years ; but, about 1817 or 1818, one of his sons, 
since deceased, called on the Colonel in London, when some 
explanation took place between them. Colonel By offered 
to interest himself in the young man’s behalf, so as to pro-
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cure employment for him, which the latter indignantly re
jected, asserting that the Colonel ought first to repair a wrong 
done to Duberger and his family with respect to the model.

The evidence against By, of whom there is now no des
cendant left either to refute such a charge or to make tardy 
reparation, is certainly not complete ; but these facts having 
some bearing on the case, can be substantiated, namely that 
the model was taken to England in 1811, and submitted to 
the inspection of the Duke of Wellington and other military 
authorities ; that it was approved of by them, and presently 
placed on exhibition at Woolwich ; that for a long time, 
down to the year 1831, it went by the name of “ By’s Model 
of Quebec," although occasionally, when Canadians visited 
Woolwich, remonstrances were uttered, to the effect that it 
was incorrect and unjust thus to ascribe the credit of it to 
Colonel By ; that then a fresh inscription was attached to it, 
intimating that the whole credit was not due to that officer. 
The following facts ought, perhaps, also to be taken into ac
count :—Colonel By was an officer of great zeal and ability. 
He came to Canada in 1800 ; soon after which he was en
trusted with the construction of a boat-canal at the Cascades 
above Montreal. This being accomplished, he was sub
sequently charged, as an officer of the Royal Engineers, with 
the supervision, in _ whole or in part, of the erection of the 
Martello Towers on the west side of Quebec. Many years 
afterwads we find him again in Canada, originating and com
pleting a great public work, the Rideau Canal. In 1832 he 
left Canada for England, in order to vindicate his character 
from charges made against him in consequence of mis
management in the pecuniary affairs of that undertaking and 
he died soon after. It is also reported, in his biography, that 
his death was accelerated through having experienced neg
lect and reproaches in quarters to which he looked for a 
favourable reception and support against his accusers.

I shall only remark, here, that this account of By, though
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not wholly incompatible with the idea of his having dealt 
wrohgfully by Duberger, to the extent of assuming the whole 
credit of the model, and of not accounting to him for what 
might be due to him for its construction, still does not fur
nish proof against the Colonel. On the other hand, it is plain 
that he had a direct concern, in connection with his work on 
the Martello Towers, in illustrating the environs and forti
fications of Quebec, that the British authorities should per
fectly comprehend all local particulars—an object which the 
great model was likely to promote. Being a man whose 
mind was ever busy with large schemes, and an engineer, it 
does not seem incredible that he originated the idea of the 
model, their being at hand a great artist and genius like 
Duberger to execute all the details of the work. The whole 
subject of the controversy, however, though historically in
teresting, is a painful one to our feelings ; and the more so, 
when we take into account Duberger’s personal worth, his 
ill-health, his diffidence, and his childlike disposition to en
trust the care of his reputation and his other interests to  
another.

As stated by Lambert, the model, when finished, was more 
than 35 feet long. In width it was suffi. ent to embrace the 
site of the fortifications, of part of the Lower-Town, and the 
precipitous declivities which formed the northern and south
ern boundaries of the Plains ot Abraham.

Within a few months past I have obtained some particulars 
concerning the present condition of the model, now upwards 
of 60 years old—particulars kindly furnished, at my request, 
by a Montreal friend and a resident of Woolwich.

According to this information, about twelve years since, 
the model was reduced to about one-half of its former di
mensions, in order to make space for the reception of more 
modern objects connected with warfare. A new inscription 
was affixed to it on a brass plate, in the following words :

“ Model of Quebec—made by Mr. DeBerger, of the R. E.

1 5 2  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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“ Department, Quebec, under the direction of Major By, 
“ about 1830 (1813?). Scale, about ^  or 8 yards to an 
“ inch. This model originally included a line of Martello 
“ towers crossing the Plains of Abraham, and extended to 
“ the spot at which Wolfe fell, Sept. 13th, 1759, about 850 
“ yards from the place. It was reduced in i860.”

It will be seen that this inscription is not quite accurate as 
to certain facts, although the inaccuracies are not such as 
are likely to attract much attention on the part of the Eng
lish public visiting the Rotunda at Woolwich from motives 
of curiosity, and to inspect the collection of various models 
and objects placed there on exhibition.

In addition to what I have already stated concerning the 
present condition of the famous Quebec model, I have now 
to  communicate another fact, which appears to me to 
be of material consequence. From the same source I 
learned the probability of having the model not merely re
duced in size, but set aside altogether. On this point I will 
quote the words of my informant, who is entirely reliable, and 
has the best opportunities of knowing the facts of the case. 
Under date, 22nd October, 1872, he writes :

“ I was told that the model, which is, no doubt, a very 
elaborate work, and admirably done, is found to be very much 
in the way ; the Rotunda being much cramped for room for 
the exhibition of models of various kinds, of a more modem 
and practically useful invention, more especially projectiles, 
and other military inventions.”

In short, there is now a demand for the space it occupies; 
and considering the indifference of the English public con
cerning such old Canadian works of art, I think we are war
ranted in assuming that ere long this beautiful trophy of 
Canadian genius and skill will be removed from its present 
position, and stowed away, perhaps as useless lumber ; that 
,parts of it will be lost, and finally the whole.

It has occurred to me that the members of the Literary
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and Historical Society in particular, and the citizens of 
Quebec in genera!, may consider it worth while to 'take some 
steps with a view to the recovery of this great work, and 6׳f  
lodging it again in what may be styled its native place. I 
will not presume to offer any suggestion as to the mode'bf 
procedure likely to be effectual in accomplishing the resti
tution, though I will venture to offer the following remark :— 
Year by year the visible memorials of old Quebec, which rfc-, 
mind us of the conspicuous position which this city, its in
habitants, fortifications, and environs, have Occupied in times 
past, and in connection with many of the important events 
by which the destinies of the people of North America have 
been influenced, are passing away ; but the restoration of 
this model would serve, for generations to come, to exemplify 
native Canadian genius, to preserve a useful link in the con
nection between the past, the present, and the future of the 
famous city, and also as a lasting attraction to the visitors 
who flock to it annually in quest of objects of historical 
interest.— Transactions o f the Quebec L it. & His. Soc.

T H E OLD TOWERS OF T H E  “ FORT DE 
MESSIEURS."

(BY MRS. LEPROHON.)

the eastern slope of Mount Royal’s side,
In view of St. Lawrence’ silvery tide,
Are two stone towers of masonry rude 
With massive doors of time-darkened wood ; 

Traces of loop-holes still show in the walls 
Whilst softly across them the sun light falls; 
Around, stretch broad meadows, quiet and green 
Where cattle graze* *—a fair, tranquil scene.

* The scene has changed since the first publication of this Poem. The fields have become 
too valuable for such uses as here referred to, and closely built streets new occupy the greater

• portion of the site.
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Those old towers tell of a time long past 
When the red man roamed o’er these regions vast,
And the settlers—men of bold heart and brow,
Had to use the sword as well as the plough ;
When women, no lovelier now than then,
Had to do the deeds of undaunted men,
And had higher aims for each true warm heart 
Than study of fashions or toilet’s art.

A brave hardy race from beyond the sea,
Were those ancient founders of Ville Marie ! 
Treacherous Sioux and Iroquois bold,
Hung round their homes like wolves round the fold, 
Yet they sought their rest free from coward fears, 
Though war-whoops might sudden sound in their ears ; 
Or battle’s red light their slumbers dispel,—
They knew God could guard and protect them well.

Look we back nigh two hundred years ago,
Softly our river’s bright waters past flow,
Streams the glad sunshine on each purple hill, 
Rougemont, St. Hilary, Boucherville,
Kissing the fairy like Isle of St. Pauls 
Where so hushed and holy the twilight falls ;
Or, fair St. Helen’s, mid the green wave’s spray,
All lovely and calm as it is to day.

No villas with porticos handsome, wide,
Then dotted our queenly mountain’s side,
No busy and populous city nigh,
Raised steeples and domes to the clear blue sky ; 
Uncleared, unsettled, our forests hoar,
Unbridged our proud river, quiet each shore,
Whilst over the waves of emerald hue,
Glided lightly the Indian’s bark canoe.
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It was in those towers—the southern one—
Sister Margaret Bourgeoys, that sainted nun 
Sat patiently teaching, day after day,
How to find to Jesus the blessed way,
Mid the daughters swarth of the forest dell,
Who first from her of a God heard tell;
And learned the virtues that woman should grace 
Whatever, might be her rank or her race.

Here too in the chapel tower buried deep,
An Indian brave and his grand-child• sleep, (*)
True model of womanly virtues—she—
Acquired at Margaret Bourgeoys’ knee ;
He, won unto Christ from his own dark creed,
From the trammels fierce of his childhood freed.
Lowly humbled his savage Huron pride 
And amid the pale-faces lived and died.

With each added year grows our city fair ;
Churches rich, lofty, and spacious square,
Villas and mansions of stately pride,
Embellish it now on every side ;
Buildings—old landmarks—vanish each day,
For stately successors to quick make way;
But we pray from change time may long leave free 
The ancient towers of Ville Marie !

— Journal o f Education.

* Subjoined U a translation of the epitaphs, still to be seen in the tower referred to.
“  Here repose the mortal remains of Francois Thoronhiongo, Huron, Baptised by the 

Reverend Father Brebeuf. He was noted for his piety, and truthfulness, and was a pattern 
for' Christians and the admiration ol infidels. He died at the age of about 100 years, on the 
21st April, 1690.

 Here repose the mortal remains of Marie Therese Gannensagousa, of the Congregation ׳*
of Notie Dame. During three years she filled the office of Mistress of the Mountain School, 
and left a reputation of high virtue, aged 28 years, on the aGth November, 1696.
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MEMORIALS OF COLUMBUS.
[ISTORY tells us that Columbus died in Valladolid, 

Spain, on Ascension Day, the 20th of May, 1506 ; 
that his body was deposited in the Convent of 
San Franciso, and his obsequies celebrated with 

funeral pomp in that city. His remains were afterwards 
transported, in 1513, to the Carthusian Monastery of Seville, 
known as ״ Las Cuevas,” where they erected a handsome 
monument.to him, by command of Ferdinand and Isabella, 
with the simple inscription, borne upon his shield, of

“ A CASTILE Y LEON. 
Nuevo Mundo dio Colon ''

In the year 1536 his body, and that of his son Diego were 
removed to the City of St. Domingo, in theJsland of Hayti, 
and interred in the principal chapel. But they were not per
mitted to rest even there, for on the 15th of January, 1796, 
they were brought to Havana and interred in their present 
tomb, amid grand and imposing ceremonies, participated in 
by the army,navy, and Church officials, and an immense con
course of spectators. To use the words of a Spanish author : 
“ Havana wept with joy, admiration and gratitude at seeing 
enter within its precincts, in order to guard them forever, the 
ashes of Christobal Colon,”

The ashes, it is understood were deposited in an urn, which 
was placed in a niche in the wall, at the entrance and to the 
left of the chancel of the cathedral. Over this has been 
placed a slab of stone, elaborately carved, in a stone frame, 
and representing the dress of Columbus in the costujne of 
the time, a wreath of laurel around his head, and symbolical 
emblems at the foot of the medallion, upon which is inscribed 
in Castilian:

“ Oh, rest thou, image of the great Colon.
Thousands centuries remain guarded in the urn
And in the remembrance of our nation.”
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The Family Extinct.—It is a singular fact that there are no 
known descendants of Christopher Columbus. He had two 
sons, one of whom, Don Diego, rose to the distinction of an 
Admiral, and the other, Fernando, was a great traveller. 
He not only thrice visited America, but subsequently traver
sed the whole of Europe and every accessible portion of 
Asia and Africa. He appears to have been a profound 
scholar and a thoroughly good man. In his will he stip
ulated that his library, containing twenty thousand volumes, 
which he gave to the Cathedral of Seville, should be free to 
the people, and it is free to this day. From books in this 
collection the late Washington Irving obtained a considerable 
portion of the information on which his “ Life of Columbus” 
was founded. The following quaint epitaph, almost obliter
ated by time, appears on the tablet which marks the site of 
his tomb \ “ What doth it profit to have sprinkled the whole 
world with my sweat; to have three times crossed to the New 
World discovered by my father; to have embellished the 
shores of the tranquil Gaudalquiver, and preferred simple 
tastes rather than riches, or that I have assembled around the 
divinities from the source of Castalia, and offer to thee the 
riches gathered by Ptolemy, if passing in silence over this 
stone thou should[st fail to address a single salutation to my 
father's memory.”

Autograph o f Columbus—The precise meaning of the curi
ous form of signature adopted by the great navigator is still 
a subject for doubtful speculation. That he himself con
sidered it to be of weighty consequence, is evident from the 
following injunction in his will: “ D oij Diego, my son, or 
any other, who may inherit this estate, on coming into pos
session of the inheritance, shall sign with the signature which 
I now make use o f ; which is an S, with an X under it, and 
an M with a Roman A over it, and over that an S, and a 
great Y with an S over it, with its lines and points as is my 
custom, as may be seen by my signature, of which there are
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many, and it will be seen by the present one. He shall 
only write the Admiral, whatever titles the King may have 
conferred on him. This is to be understood, as respects his 
signature ; but not the enumeration of his titles, which he 
can make at full length if agreeable ; only the signature is 
to be the Admiral,”— el almirante. The signature thus 
specified, is the following :

*f•
2 ■ A ' 2•

A s*y ^
X r o FERENC

The Xpo signifies Christo, and FERENS, the bearer or 
bearing—Christ bearing This signature exemplifies the 
peculiar character of Columbus, who considering himself 
selected and set apart from all others by the will of Provi
dence for the accomplishment of a great purpose—great in a 
temporal, greater still in a spiritual point of view—adop
ted a corresponding formality and solemnity in all his 
actions. Named after St. Christopher whose legendary His
tory is comprised in his name Cnristophorus■ —the bearer 
of Christ—being said to have carried the infant Saviour on 
his shoulders over an arm of the sea—Columbus felt that 
he, too, was destined to carry over the sea the glad tidings 
of the gospel, to nations dwelling in the darkness of pagan
ism.

Spotomo commencing with the lower letter of this mys
terious signature, and connecting them with those above, 
conjectures them to represent the words XristusSancta Maria 
Josephus. Captain Becher, however, has given a much sim
pler, and in all probability, the correct solution of the
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enigma. It was from Queen Isabella that Columbus, after 
many disappointments,first received the welcome intelligence, 
that he should be sent on his voyage, and that his son would 
be received into the Royal service during his absence. 
Moved to tears of joy and gratitude at the prospect of re
alizing the grand object of his life, and the advancement and 
protection offered to his son, the great man, as soon as his 
feelings allowed utterance, exclaimed : “ I shall ever be the 
servant of your majesty.” We may readily believe that 
Columbus, would retain this sentiment of devoted service, 
and bequeath it as a sacred heir-loom to his successors ; and 
assuming that the concealed words are Spanish, and the let
ters are to be read in their regular order, they, in all proba
bility, signify :

S E R V O D O R

SU S A L T E Z A S  SA C R A S

J E S U S  M A R IA  IS A B E L L A

Or in English, and in fu ll:

The servant
O f their Sacred Highnesses 

Jesus Mary and Isabella 
Christ bearing

The Admiral.

N O V A  S C O T IA  T E M P E R A N C E  M ED AL.

BY A L F R E D  S A N D H A M .

E Temperance reformation in Nova Scotia com
menced about the year 1829, and in different 
parts of the Province, societies were formed 
during that year. Iu the early stages of the 

reform those who were called the “ better classes,” were the 
movers in it, and their efforts were directed towards rescuing 
the poor, from the wide-spread debasement brought upon

O r ig in a l fro m
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them in many instances, by the example and usages of those 
who now sought to benefit them. Many of the poor listened 
and some heeded, but others saw that many of their “ rich 
friends,” used no self denial themselves, but continued to use 
wine, which the poor could not obtain, and did not ap
preciate. About the year 1837 two pledges were therefore 
Introduced into the society and T. A. (total abstainer) was 
attached to the names of those who chose to relinquish the 
use of wine as a beverage. These became the active workers, 
while the first movers in the enterprize, finding their position 
as reformers a questionable one, retired one by one from the 
work, and ere long the societies were remodelled, retaining 
only the Total Abstinence Pledge,

The Halifax Temperance Society (formed May 5th, 1831,) 
was one of the first established on total abstinence principles 
and it was productive of much good during many years, but 
the introduction of the order of Sons of Temperance into 
Nova Scotia, in 1847, drew away many of its most efficient 
workers, and it finally succumbed.

While secret Temperance Societies may be deemed necces- 
sary for the accomplishment of plans which might otherwise 
prove abortive, still it is a cause for regret when the practice 
of holding open society meetings is allowed thereby to fall 
into disuitude.

Shortly after the organization of the Society just named,

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYGoogleDigitized by



it was decided “ that a medal should be struck, and that 
each member should receive one on signing the pledge,” a 
small sum being paid therefor. The dies for the medal were 
prepared in Birmingham, and a very few copies were struck 
in silver and bronze ; but a large number of white metal 
medals were ordered. This medal has become very scarce, 
in fact it is almost impossible to secure a copy. The medal 
is not a very fine specimen of the engraver’s art, and its 
general appearance is not improved by the mode taken to 
insert a ribbon, each specimen being pierced. The design 
adopted is,— Obverse: a wreath of Mayflower, extending 
about two-thirds up each side, and enclosing the words 
“ Token of Membership,”— above the wreath are the words 
“ Temperance Society.” Reverse : similar wreath, enclosing 
the motto of the Society, “ Union is strength,” with a Mal
tese cross below, while above the motto appear the words, 
“ Nova Scotia.”
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T H E  M A N U F A C T U R E  OF D IE S FOR CO IN A G E .

| IIE first circumstance that claims particular at
tention in the manufacture of dies, is the selection 
of the best kind of steel for the purpose, and 
this must in some measure be left to the expe

rience of the die-forger, who, if well skilled in his art, will be 
able to form a tolerably correct judgment of the fitness of 
the metal for the purpose, by the manner in which it works 
upon the anvil. It should be rather fine-grained than other
wise, and above all things perfectly even and uniform in its 
texture, and free from spots and patches finer or coarser than 
the general mass. But the very fine and uniform steel, with a 
silky fracture, which is so much esteemed for some of the 
purposes of cutlery, is unfit ior our present purpose, from 
the extreme facility with which it acquires great hardness by 
pressure, and its liability to cracks and flaws. The very
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coarse grained, or highly crystalline, steel, is also equally 
objectionable ; it acquires fissures under the die-press, and 
seldom admits of being equally and properly hardened. 
The object, therefore, is to select a steel of a medium 
quality as to fineness of texture, not too easily acted upon 
by dilute sulphuric acid, and exhibiting an uniform texture, 
when its surface is washed over with a little aqua-fortis, by 
which its freedom from pins of iron, and other irregularities 
of composition, is sufficiently indicated.

The best kind of steel being thus selected, and properly 
forged* into therough die,it is softened by very careful anneal
ing, and in that state, having been smoothed externally, and 
brought to a table in the turning lathe, it is delivered to the 
engraver.

The process of annealing the die consists in heating it to 
a. bright cherry red, and suffering it to cool gradually, which 
is best effected by bedding it in a crucible or iron pot o# 
coarsley-powdcred charcoal, that of animal substances being 
generally preferred. In this operation it is sometimes supposed 
that the die, or at least its superficial parts, becomes super- 
carbonized, or highly-converted, steel, as it is sometimes call
ed ; but experience does not justify such an opinion, and I 
believe the composition of the die is scarcely, certainly not 
materially, affected by the process, for it does not remain 
long enough in the fire for the purpose.

The engraver usually commences his labors by working 
-out the device with small steel tools, in intaglio ; he rarely 
begins in relief (though this is sometimes done) ; and having 
ultimately completed his design, and satisfied himself of its 
general effect and correctness, by impressions in clay, and 
dabs, or cast,־f־ in soft metal, the die is ready for the important

•'The art of forging dies requires much practice and experience, not only as to the choice of 
steel, but as to the manual part of the operation. They should be forged at a high heat, and 
great care should be taken to give a perfect and dense texture to the upper part of the die. 

t Type metal is usually employed for this purpose. The die is warmed, and placed in a
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operation of hardening; which from various causes, a few of 
which I shall enumerate, is a process of much risk and diffi
culty ; for should any accident now occur, the labor of many 
months may be seriously injured, or even rendered quite 
useless.

The process of hardening soft steel is in itself very simple, 
though not very easily explained upon mechanical or chemi
cal principles. We know by experience, that it is a property 
of this highly valuable substance, to become excessively 
hard if heated and suddenly cooled ; if, therefore, we heat a  
bar of soft malleable and ductile steel red hot, and then sud
denly quench it in a large quantity of cold water, it not only 
becomes hard, but fragile and brittle. But as a die is a mass 
of steel of considerable dimensions, this hardening is an 
operation attended by many and peculiar difficulties, more 
especially as we have at the same time to attend to the care
ful perservation of the engraving. This is effected by cover
ing the engraved face of the die with a protecting paste, com
posed of fixed oil of any kind, thickened with powdered 
charcoal: some persons add pipe• clay, others use a pulp of 
garlic, but pure lamp-black and linseed oil answer the pur
pose perfectly. This is thinly spread upon the work of the 
die, which, if requisite, may be further defended by an iron 
ring; the die is then placed with its face downwards 
in a crucible, and completely surrounded by powdered char
coal. It is heated to a proper temperature, that is, about 
cherry red, and in that state is taken out with proper tongs, 
and plunged into a cistern of cold water, of such dimensions 
as not to become materially increased in temperature; here 
it is rapidly moved about, until all noise cease, and then left 
in the water till quite cool. In this process it should pro-

coavenient box, in which the melted metal may be splashed, or dabbed, upon it. The im
pression is often extremely clear and perfect, and exceeds in eflect those which are taken in 
wax or plaster.
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duce a bubbling and hissing noise ; if it pipes and sings, we 
may generally apprehend a crack or fissure.

No process answers better than the above simple and 
common mode of hardening dies, though others have had 
repeated and fair trials. It has been proposed to keep up 
currents and eddies of cold water in the hardening cistern, 
by means of delivery-pipes, coming from a height; and to 
subject the hot die, with its face uppermost, to a sudden and 
copious current of water, let upon it from a large pipe, sup
plied from a high cistern ; but these means have not in any 
way proved more successful, either in saving the die or in 
giving it any good qualities. It will be recollected, from the 
form of the die, that it is necessarily only, as it were case- 
hardened, the hardest strata being outside and the softer ones 
within which envelope a core, something in the manner of the 
successive coats of an onion ; an arrangement which we 
sometimes have an opportunity of seeing displayed in dies 
which have been smashed by a violent blow.

The hardening having been effected, and the die being for 
the time safe, some further steps may be taken for its 
protection ; one of these consists in a very mild kind of 
tempering, consisting in putting it into water gradually raised 
to the boiling point, till heated throughout, and then suffer
ing it gradually to cool. This operation renders the die less 
apt to crack in very cold weather. A great safeguard is 
also obtained by thrusting the cold die into a red-hot iron 
ring, which just fits it in that state, and which, by contract
ing as it cools, keeps its parts together under considerable 
pressure, preventing the spreading of external cracks and 
fissures, and often enabling us to employ a split die for ob
taining punches, which would break to pieces without the 
protecting ring.

If the die has been successfully hardened and the protect
ing paste has done its duty by preserving the face from all 
injury and oxydizement, or burning as it is usually called, it
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is now to be cleaned and burnished and becomes what is 
called a matrix. It may of course be used as a source of 
medals, but it is not usually thus employed, for fear of acci
dents happening to it in the coining press, and because the 
artist has seldom perfected his work upon it in this state. It is 
therefore, resorted to for the purpose of furnishing a  PUNCH, 
or a steel impression in relief. For this purpose a  block of 
steel is selected, of the same quality, and with the same pre
cautions as before, and being carefully annealed, or softened, 
is turned like the matrix, perfectly true and flat at the bot
tom, and obtusely conical at the top. In this state, its con
ical surface is carefully compressed by powerful and proper 
machinery upon the matrix, which being very hard, soon al
lows it to receive the commencement of an impression ; but 
in thus receiving the impression, it becomes itself so hard by 
condensation of texture, as to require during the operation, 
to be repeatedly annealed, otherwise it would split into small 
superficial fissures, or would injure the matrix. Much prac
tical skill is therefore required in taking this impression, and 
the punch in each annealing must be carefully protected, so 
that the work may not be injured.

Thus, after repeated blows in the die press, and frequent 
annealing, the impression from the matrix is at length per
fected, or completely up, and having been touched up by the 
engraver, is turned, hardened, and collared, as the matrix, of 
which it is now a complete impression in relief, and, as we 
have before said, is called a punch.

This punch becomes an inexhaustible source of dies, with
out further reference to the original matrix ; for now by im
pressing upon it plugs of soft steel, and by pursuing with 
them an exactly similar operation to that by which the 
punch was obtained, we procure impressions from it to any 
amount, which, of course, are facsim iles of the matrix, and 
these dies being turned, hardened, polished, and if necessary, 
tempered, are employed for the purpose of coinage.
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INTERESTING LETTERS REFERRING TO THE 
AMERICAN INVASION OF 1776.
N the October (1873) number of the Antiquarian, 

page 79, reference was made to a valuable col
lection of manuscripts, in the Library of the 
American Antiquarian Society. In reply to 

an application made to that Society for copies of the letters 
referring to Canada, we have received the following:

W o r cester , Mass., U.S., Feb'y 2, 1874. 
Editors o f the Canadian A ntiquarian,

G e n t l e m e n ,—In the October number of your valuable 
Journal I read with interest the translation of a letter written 
by Benedict Arnold to the inhabitants of Quebec. Mention 
is made of other letters of interest relating to the Ex
pedition against Canada, in 1776, in the collection of the 
American Antiquarian Society, among them one from Gen. 
Wooster and another from Gen. Chas. Lee. Understanding 
that copies of these Jetters would be acceptable to the 
readers of the A ntiquarian, I have, with the permission cf 
F.S. Haven,Esq., the accomplished librarian of the American 
Antiquarian Society, copied the letters mentioned above; 
also a communication to Gen. Wooster, signed by Samuel 
Chase and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, (signers of the 
Declaration of Independence.)

The volume from which these letters are taken, contains 
many written by men prominent in this country during the 
Revolutionary War, and was presented to the Society by 
Mrs. John Davis, widow of the late Govenor and Senator, 
John Davis of Massachusetts.

Among the Autographs contained in this valuable volume 
are those of Generals Washington, Greene, Putnam, Schuyler 
and Lincoln ; of Presidents Madison and Munroe, of Lords 
Stirling, Roger Sherman, Aaron Burr, Alex. Hamilton, and 
many others of historical interest.
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Trusting the letters copied may prove acceptable to 
your readers.

I am, respectfully yours,
N a t h l . Pa in e .
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COPIES OF AUTOGRAPH LETTERS.

Mo n tr e a l , 25th May, 1776.
Sir ,—We think it would be proper for you to issue an order 

to the town Major to wait on the Merchants or others having 
provisions or Merchandise for sale, and request a delivery 
of what our troops are in immediate want of, offering to give 
a receipt expressing the quantity delivered and engaging 
the faith of the United Colonies for payment, and on refusal 
we think our necessity requires that force should be used to 
compel a delivery.

Yr. most. obt. hum. Servts.,

N. Y o r k , Febr'y ye 28th, 1776.
S ir ,—I am to inform ye that I am appointed by the  

Continental Congress to the Command of the Troops in 
Canada. I hope and dare say we shall agree well together. 
I must request you immediately to contract and grind into 
flour twenty thousand bushels of wheat. I must also desire 
that you will suffer the Merchants of Montreal to send none
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of their woolen Cloths out of the Town—the post is just 
going out, I must therefore conclude, Sir,

Yours,

Major General.

I have ordered twelve twelve pounders from Crown Point 
to Sorrel. I leave it to your discretion whether it would not 
be prudent before it is too late in the season to send to the
Falls o f ..........where it appears to me you ought to
establish a Post.

To Brigadier General Worcester (sic)
Montreal.

On Public Service.
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Cam p B efo re  Q uebec , A pril 23rd, 1776.
D ea r  S ir ,—Your favor of yesterday I have received, and 

say in answer, I still hope notwithstanding the infinite number 
of difficulties of every kind that we have to encounter from 
almost every quarter, that we shall be able finally to prevail. 
You observe very justly that every piece of duty is under
taken and executed with a strange indifference, that, too 
truly has been the case, ever since I have been here, indeed 
it has been an arduous task even to pay the troops upon the 
ground, and I have hardly been able to have a single order 
properly executed, almost every day discovers new traitors 
even in our bosoms, who endeavour to frustrate all our de
signs. I have good reason to mistrust Capt. B---- 1 shall
therefore send him away Prisoner with his Vessel in the 
River, he has repeatedly broke his word and disappointed 
me in business which he has undertaken to perform and from 
many circumstances I have reason to believe he wished to 
have omitted.

Notwithstanding all these discouraging circumstances
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which are enough to make the heart of a man of sentiment 
and sensibility bleed for his country. Yet let us make the 
best of our situation. I am confident that a few days will 
put a veiy different face upon our affairs.

We certainly shall have in a very few days a large re
inforcement of men, Artillery Stores, and I hope every thing 
necessary for our future operations.

I have ordered Capt. Palmer to send off all the Vessels from 
Point au Tremble up the River, except the Maria which I  
shall immediately man and arm in such a manner as I hope 
she will be able to defend herself, and perhaps do us some 
service below. I shall be much obliged to you if you advise 
and direct such parties as may be sent to Point au Tremble in 
such a manner as you think conducive to the public safety, 
and all Officers of parties will obey your instructions.

I am, Sir, in haste, with the greatest esteem and regard 
your sincere friend and

Very hble. Servt.

My Compts. to Mrs. McNeil’s family.

P.S.—Sir I understand by Capt. Palmer and by Capt 
•Church that the Vessels have been neglected from a dispute 
among some of the Officers about who commands, I have 
now told them to take their orders from you. I beg, Sir, if 
your health will permit, that you would send for the Officers 
and direct each to his proper business, that the Vessel may 
immediately be got ready and sent off, and they are hereby 
ordered strictly to obey your instructions and they wall 
answer the contrary as disobedience of my orders.

D. Wooster, R. Genl. 
Capn. Hector McNeil, Point au Tremble.
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C H IE F -JU ST IC E  OSGOODE.* **

fIL L IA M  O SG O O D E was born in March 1754; 
and, at the early age of fifteen, was admitted as 
a commoner of Christ College, Oxford ; where 
he proceeded to his degrees, and became M. A. 

in July, 1777. His inclination determined him to the study 
of the law ; for which purpose he became a student in the 
Inner Temple in 1773, having been before admitted at Lin
coln’s Inn. Possessing only a small paternal property, by no 
means adequate to his support, Mr. Osgoode seriously en
gaged in the study of his profession. When he had completed 
his terms, he was called to the bar; but being more studious of 
propriety than volubility of speech, never became distinguish
ed as a pleader. He had, indeed, a sort of hesitation, not 
-organic, but, if we may so term it, mental ; which led him 
frequently to pause forexpressions, when his thoughts were 
most stored with knowledge. But the accuracy of his pro
fessional information, and the soundness of his j'udgment, 
could not escape notice; and the new colony of Upper 
Canada having been established in 1791, Mr. Osgoode was 
appointed, in the following year, to go out as chief-justice of 
that province ; for which he sailed in April 1792, in the same 
ship with General Simcoe, the lieutenant-governor. It was 
owing probably to the friendly regard of General Simcoe, 
that the name of Osgoode has obtained a local establishment 
in Upper Canada, having been conferred upon a township in 
Dundas county, near the river Rideau, and given to the seats 
of law at Toronto, Canada West.

The conduct of Mr. Osgoode was so much approved, as 
chief-justice of the new province, that in a very short time 
he was advanced to the same office in the Province of Quebec.

•  For the portrait which serves to illustrate this article we are indebted to Messrs. Adam» 
Stevenson Co., of Toronto. The engraving (which was prepared from Dr. Scadding’s
**Torontoof Old,״ ) is from an original portfait in the possession of Capt. J. K. Simcoe, R.N., 
of Wolford in the County of Devon, England.
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He here obtained universal esteem and respect by the inde
pendent steadiness and firmness of his conduct, as well as by 
ability and integrity in his judicial office. But he became 
weary, after a time, of a situation which banished him so far 
from the friendships and connections of his early years; and 
in i 8o i, he resigned his office, and reared to England, on 
his official pension. This, together with his own property, 
and what he had been able to lay past, made him now 
completely independent; and, being determined to enjoy the 
advantages of that state without molestation, he neither 
sought to be elected into Parliament, nor would he accept 
of any public situation.

After residing some time in the Temple, he purchased a 
noble set of apartments in Albany House, where he died, 
January 17, 1824. Among the deaths in the Canadian 
Review of July 1824 his is recorded in the following terms: 
At his Chambers, in the Albany, London, on the 17th of 
February last, William Osgoode, Esq., formerly Chief-Justice 
of Canada, aged 70. By the death of this gentleman “ it is 
added, “ his pension of ;6800 sterling paid by this Province 
now ceases.” It is said of him, “ no person admitted to his 
intimacy ever failed to conceive for him that esteem which 
his conduct and conversation always tended to augment" 
He lived, in the enjoyment of society, universally es
teemed, and never tempted from his resolution of remaining 
free from office, exeept in the case of two or three tempo
rary commissions of a legal nature ; which, from a conviction 
of his qualifications and integrity, were in a manner forced 
upon him. In these he was joined with Sir William Grant, 
and other great ornaments of the law. The last of them, 
which was for examining into the fees of office in the courts 
of law, (in which he was united with the then accountant- 
general, and lord chief baron,) was nearly brought to a con
clusion at the time of his death.

His opinions were independent, but zealously loyal; nor
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■were they ever concealed, or the defence of them abandoned, 
when occasions called them forth. His conviction of the 
excellence of the English Constitution sometimes made him 
severe in the reproof of measures which he thought injurious 
to i t ; but his politeness and good temper prevented any dis
agreement, even with those whose sentiments were most 
opposed to his own. To estimate his character rightly, it 
was, however, necessary to know him well: his first ap
proaches being cold, amounting almost to dryness. But no 
person admitted to his intimacy ever failed to conceive for 
him that esteem which his conduct and conversation always 
tended to augment. He died in affluent circumstance, the 
result of laudable prudence, without the smallest taint of 
avarice, or illiberal parsimony. On the contrary, he lived 
generously ; and though he never wasted his property, yet 
he never spared, either to himself or friends, any reasonable 
indulgence ; nor was he ever backward in act of charity or 
benevolence. Such was the unbiassed testimony of a friend 
and correspondent, attached to him for more than fifty years, 
and who with many others, lamented the loss of his society. 
—Morgan's Celebrated Canadians.
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CANADIAN POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS IN 1810.

The following is a copy of an advertisement cut from a 
paper of the day :

POST OFFICE,
Mo n tr ea l , 22 December, 1810.

IN consequence of bad roads, the Courier between this and 
Kingston, having been prevented from arriving at the 

usual time, it becomes necessary to advertize the public, that 
the days of his departure from hence are altered and that 
the mails will be closed at this office on Monday the 31st inst. 
at 4 o’clock, P.M. and so continue once a fortnight.
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GOVERNORS OF CANADA PRIOR TO TH E 
CONQUEST.
(  Continued.)

HE arrival of M. de Mesy the new Governor 
commenced a new era in the Political History of 
Canada. The attention of the King of France 
having been directed to the decay of the Com

pany of “One Hundred Associates,” and the deplorable con
dition of New France, measures were at length taken for 
placing the affairs of the colony on another footing. It wan 
in fact, determined to constitute Canada a Royal Govern
ment like the Parliament of Paris, the principal functionaries 
of which should be appointed by the King, and be imme
diately responsible to him. On the 15th September, 1663, 
thfe principal functionaries who were to govern Canada un
der the new regime, arrived at Quebec. They were M. de 
Mesy, Governor; M. Laval, Vicar-Apostolic, and subse
quently Bishop ; also the Royal Commissioner, M. Gaudias. 
They were accompanied by a number of military and law 
officers, soldiers, and several hundred new settlers.

AUTOGRAPH OF M. DE MESV.

The Governor applied himself vigorously in the dis
charge of his duties, according to his own views of the pow
ers delegated to him ; but ere long dissension arose between 
him and M. Laval, which finally resulted (in 1664) in ftn 
■order from the King, that Marquis de Tracy, recently ap
pointed Viceroy over the Colonial possessions of France, 
«should proceed to Canada and endeavor to rectify any mis
takes which had been made. A new local Governor, M. de 
Courcelle, was nominated to supersede DeMesy, and a tri-
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banal was named for bringing DeMesy to tria l; but before 
the arrival of those who were to be his judges, he died 
at Quebec on May 5, 1665. Alexander de ProuviUe, 
Marquis de Tracy, the new Viceroy, was a Lieutenant-Gen
eral in the French army, and had served on the Continent 
with much distinction. He was one of the most popular, as 
well as most able French officials that had ever been sent to
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AUTOGRAPH OF DE TRACY.

Canada. He only remained in the colony eighteen months ; 
yet during that time he did much more for its welfare, than 
many would have done in years. During his stay he sub
dued the Iroquois, and concluded a peace with them which 
lasted 18 years, and which proved of more benefit to the 
people and country, long harassed by these savages, than 
can easily be conceived. He left the colony for France in 
the autumn of 1667.

M. DE COURCKLLE,
who had been appointed Governor under DeTracy in 1665, 
continued in office until the year 1672. He was not only 
an intrepid soldier, but a man of remarkable sagacity and 
considerable aptitude for government. He was strictly im
partial in administering justice, even in cases where his own 
countrymen suffered severely by his decision. The colony

AUTOGRAPH OF M. DE COURCELI.E.

under his administration made very considerable progress and 
in five years from 1665־ t® 1670 tbe population increased from 
3PQQ to 6000 sotuls. The health of the Governor however

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN176

gave away under the fatigue and hardships he encountered 
during his expedition among the Indians, and he demanded 
his recall, much to the disappointment and regret of the colon
ists. His successor was

Co u n t  d e  F rontenac .
one ol the most remarkable men of those times. Louis de 
Buade, Count de Frontenac was bom in France in 1620 and 
early entered the military service of his country, in which he 
became greatly distinguished. He was appointed Governor 
of Canada, by the Court of France on the 7th April, 1672.

6 y  7 % # ^ /
AUTOGRAPH OF DE FRONTENAC.

During the first year of his administration he erected for
tifications at Cataraqui, (now Kingston), and it was under 
his direction that Louis Joliette, Father Marquette, and 
four Frenchmen undertook the journey which resulted in the 
first discovery by Europeans, of the great River Mississippi. 
During Frotenac’s term of office, the dissensions which had 
arisen during de Mesy’s Governorship, were renewed, and 
attained a pitch which seemed to render concord among the 
chief authorities of the colony impossible. To put an end to 
this state of things, the Court of France recalled Frontenac 
in 1682, and appointed as his successor

Marq uis d e  la  Barre,
a marine officer, who had distinguished himself in action 
against the English in the West Indies. At the time when 
de la Barre entered upon his office, the Iroquois emboldened

AU T O G R A PH  O F  D E  L A  B A R R E.

by the withdrawal of Frontenac, whom they had respected
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and feared, renewed their hostilities and committed many 
acts of violence. The new Governor vainly endeavored to 
conciliate them, and failing to do so, he made preparations 
for war, but he appears to have lacked courage to confront 
the savages, and he concluded a peace which was regarded 
as inglorious and disadvantageous to the colony. His gen
eral mismanagement of affairs led to his recall, and he was 
superseded by the appointment of

Ma r q u is  d e  D en o n v il l e ,

whose appointment dated from 1st of January, 1685. The 
new Governor was at once a brave officer and an honest 
man. He had seen much military service, but his imperfect 
knowledge of the relations subsisting between the French 
and the Indians, caused him to commit acts which violated 
the principle of equity, and brought upon the colonists much 
trouble and danger. By not following up a victory, which 
he achieved over the Iroquois, and striking a decisive blow 
on the whole confederation, he inspired the savages with a 
glow of triumph, and led them to believe that he feared
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them. By other actions on his part, he excited against him
self, and the whole French race, a spirit of hate in the heart 
of the “ Red men ”—a feeling which only terminated by the 
frightful “ Massacre of Lachine.” He was therefore recalled 
to  occupy a post at court in France, and the gallant Count 
de Frontenac was once more charged with the administration 
of affairs in the Colony. Frontenac’s second term of office was 
marked by great activity. He carried on a vigorous war
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against the English in New York, and against their allies 
the Iroquois. The English retaliated,and the Iroquois unde 
several successful attacks on the Colony. In 1690, Sir W. 
Phipps, attacked Quebec, but was repulsed by Frontenac. 
The Count died in 1698, and his remains were deposited la 
the Recollet Church, Quebec. He was without doubt the 
greatest of the Governors who ruled in Canada from the 
time of the death of Champlain, down to the period who» 
it ceased to be a Province of France. He was succeeded 
by

Chevalier  de  Callieres.

Louis Hector de Calliferes was a gallant French officer 
who had served for some time as Commandant under Froiv- 
tenac, and afterwards became Governor of Montreal. H r  
came to Canada as a member of the Montreal Company.

AUTOGRAPH OF C H E V A U E R  D E  CALLIER E S.

He exhibited great wisdom during the war with the English, 
and in his relations with the Iroquois, with whom he con
cluded a peace in 1701, at Montreal. He continued to hold 
his appointment as Governor until his death, which took 
place on the 26th of May, 1703. His death rendered it 
necessary for

M. DE VAUDREUIL,

Commandant at Montreal, to preside over the affairs of ,the 
Colony until a new Governor should be appointed. De 
Vaudreuil was very popular, and to secure his permanent 
appointment, all the principal inhabitants joined in a peti
tion to the King. Their request was granted, and his׳ com-
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m ission was signed at Paris, on August ist, 1703. H e dis
played great zeal and ability during his long term o f office^

(22 years), and effected in the Colony numerous reforms, 
tile most important being those for improved education and 
dvilizatiQn. He died at Quebec on the 18th October, 1725, 
universally regretted by the people of the colony.

Ma rq uis  d e  Be a u h a r n o is ,

t i s  successor, arrived in 1726. During the interval, the 
Baron de Longueil, a Canadian Governor of Montreal, pre
sided over the affairs of the Colony. During the long and 
critical period in which de Beauharnois exercised the Guber
natorial functions,—although inundations and earthquakes, 
dearth, famine, war and sickness had to be contended with— 
tile French ministry had never cause to reproach him for

remissness of duty. He was recalled in 1746, and the Marquis 
de la Jonqueriere was named as his successor. La Jonquiere 
was sent out with instructions, to retake Louisburg, which 
had been captured by the English under Sir W. Pepperell, 
but while on his way out, his whole squadron was captured 
on the 3rd of May, 1747, by the British fleet. He was, 
however, relieved on his parole not to serve against England 
during the continuance of the war. The French King

A U T O G R A P H  O P  M. D E  V A U D R X U IL .

therefore appointed the
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Co u n t  d e  la  Ga llisso n iere , 
as Governor. He was a distinguished Marine officer, active; 
energetic, and enlightened. He governed Canada only two 
years, but he gave, during that short time, a strong impulse 
to its administration, and had his good counsel been heeded 
there can be no doubt but that the calamities which in a

AU T O G R A PH  O F  CO U N T  D E  L A  G A LLISSO N IE R E .

few years befel the French power in Canada, might have 
been averted. He arrived at Quebec on the 19th of Sep
tember, 1747. Shortly before his departure, he strongly 
recommended the establishment of a printing press in Can
ada. The Government, in reply, told him to wait until some 
printer should offer to conduct a printing establishment, on 
conditions that would be satisfactory, and not cost the K ing  
anything. On the 24th of September, 1749, he sailed for 
France, leaving as his successor, the

Marq uis d e  L a  Jo n quiere , 
who was now at liberty to accept the position, the Treaty 
of Aix la Chapelle, signed in 1748, having cancelled his 
parole. The new Governor was born about 1686, in the 
Chateau de la Jonquière, Languedoc, and was a descendant

A U T O G R A PH  O F  M AR Q U IS D E  L A  JO N Q U IE R E .

of a high family of Catalonian origin. As an officer hie 
had rendered good service to his country, and his government 
of Canada was marked with considerable firmness. He

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



was, however, charged with being avaricious, and of being 
connected with people in the colony who made gain out of 
the Liquor traffic. In consequence of these charges he de
manded his recall in 1751, but before an answer could be 
received, he died at Quebec on the 17th of May, 1752. 
There can be no doubt but that an inordinate love of wealth 
was cherished by him, and although, prior to his death, he 
had amassed a million of francs (£40,000), he denied him
self of even the necessities of life, even in his last moments. 
On his death the Baron Longueuil, in virtue of seniority of 
office, became the temporary head of the Colony. He ap
plied for the Governorship but was refused. In March, 1752, 
the Court appointed as Jonquiere’s successor

Ma r q u is  D u q u e sn e ,

a Captain in the Royal Marine Service, who had been re
commended to the court by the Marquis de Gallissontere. 
He was descended from the great Duquesne, Grand Admi
ral of France, under Louis XIV. Duquesne arrived at 
Quebec in July, 1752, and at once proceeded to place the

A U T O G R A P H  O F  M A R Q U IS D U Q U E SN E .

Colony in a position rendered necessary by the warlike ap
pearances of the times. By constant drilling and study, the 
Colonial troops were placed on a par with those of Europe^ 
Forts were erected for the protection of the Country, and 
every possible resistance was made against the encroach
ments of the English. In 1755 he resigned the position and 
handed over the reins of government to the

Ma r q u is  d e  V a u d r e u il ,
who was a son of a previous Governor of New France,
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and was bom at Quebec in 1698. Having entered th« 
military service, he rose to a high rank. In 1733, he was 
appointed Governor of Three Rivers, and in 1743 of Louis
iana, in both of which positions he was very popular. IA 
1748, he suceeeded to his father’s title. He studied the 
welfare of Canada, and was devotedly attached to his Sov
ereign. He would rather have died and sacrificed all he 
possessed, than tarnish the glory and honor of the arms of 
his country. Of the important events which took place 
during his administration, the limits of thig article will- not 
permit even a brief review. The capture of Louisbuig and

A U T O G R A PH  O F  M A R Q U IS D E  V A U D R E U IL .

Quebec, followed by the capitulation of Montreal, on the 
7th and 8th of September, are well known to all Canadians. 
The latter day was made memorable by the signing of the 
Articles of Capitulation, which not only ceded Montreal, 
but the whole of Canada to the British. In the trying cir
cumstance under which de Vaudreuil was placed, he pursued 
a wise course, and no one can justly impeach his loyalty or 
patriotism. After his return to France he was imprisoned 
in the Bastile on some charges preferred against him by the 
friends of Montcalm, but at his trial he was exonerated 
from these, and frorfl all blame in his administration of the 
affairs in Canada. He was released from imprisonment, but 
stripped of nearly all his worldly possessions, and in 1764 
he died. As he was the last Governor of Canada under 
French Domination, so undoubtedly was he one of the best 
The latter assertion will be granted, particularly when the 
trying and arduous circumstances under which he labored 
are taken into consideration.
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A  MERMAID ON LAKE SUPERIOR IN 1782.
N the Canadian Magazint for May, 1824, their 

appears an article on Mermaids, the writer of 
which appears to have had great faith in the 
existence of such creatures. In closing his 

article he writes :
“ The following relation of some particulars of an animal 

resembling the human form, which was seen in Lake Super
ior many years ago, is given, if not as a proof of the exist
ence of the mermaid, as an undeniable testimony that even 
in these lakes, as well as in the ocean, there are inhabitants 
with which our philosophers are not yet acquainted. This 
accpunt is given in the form of a deposition before two of 
the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, and, as appears 
jfrom his character, the relator was entitled to belief ; al
though the opinion he had formed of the narrative being 
liable to be doubted, induced him to give it under the sol
emnity of an oath.

“ Appeared before us, Judges of the Court of King’s 
Bench for the District of Montreal, Venant S t Germain, 
.Esquire, of Repentigny, Merchant and Voyageur, who be
ing sworn on the Holy Evangelists, sayeth :—That in the 
year 1782, on the 3d of May, when on his return to Michili- 
mackinac from the Grand Portage, he arrived at the south 
end of the Isle Pâté, where he formed his encampment to 
«top for the night. That a little before sunset, the evening 
being dear and serene, deponent was returning from setting 
fais nets, and reached his encampment a short time after the• 
sun went down. That on disembarking, the deponent hap
pened to turn towards the lake, when he observed, about an 
acre or three-quarters of an acre distant from the bank 
where he stood, an animal in the water, which appeared to 
faim to have the upper part of its body, above the wajst, 
formed exactly like that of a human being. It had the half
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of its body out of the water, and the novelty of so extra
ordinary a spectacle, excited his attention, and led him to 
examine it carefully. That the body of the animal seemed 
to him about the size of that of a child of seven or eight 
years of age, with one of its arms extended and elevated in 
the air. The hand appeared to be composed of fingers ex
actly similar to those of a man ; and the right arm was kept 
in an elevated position, while the left seemed to rest upon 
the hip, but the deponent did not see the latter, it being 
kept under the water. The deponent distinctly saw the 
features of the countenance, which bore an exact resemblance 
to those of the human face. The eyes were extremely bril
liant ; the nose small but handsomely shaped ; the mouth 
proportionate to the rest of the face ; the complexion of a 
brownish hue, somewhat similar to that of a young negro ; 
the ears well formed, and corresponding to the other parts 
of the figure. He did not discover that the animal had any 
hair, but in the place of it he observed that woolly substance 
about an inch long, on the top of the head, somewhat simi
lar to that which grows on the heads of negroes. The ani
mal looked the deponent in the face, with an aspect indicat
ing uneasiness, but at the same time with a mixture of curi
osity ; and the deponent, along with the other three men 
who were with him at the time, and an old Indian women 
to whom he had given a passage in his canoe, attentively 
examined the animal for the space of three or four minutes.

“ The deponent formed the design of getting possession 
of the animal if possible, and for this purpose endeavored 
to get hold of his gun, which was loaded at the time, with 
the intention of shooting i t ; but the Indian woman, who 
was near at the time, ran up to the deponent, and, seizing 
him by the clothes, by her violent struggles, prevented his 
taking aim. During the time he was occupied in this, the 
animal sunk under water without changing its attitude, and,
disappearing, was seen no more.
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 The woman appeared highly indignant atx the audacity ״
of the deponent in offering to fire upon what she termed the 
God of the Waters and Lakes ; and vented her anger in 
bitter reproaches, saying they would all infallibly perish, for 
the God of the Waters would raise such a tempest as would 
dash them to pieces upon the rocks ; saying, that * for her 
own part, she would fly the danger,' and proceeded to as
cend the bank, which happened to be steep in that part. 
The deponent, despising her threats, remained quietly where 
he had fixed his encampment. That at about io or n  
o'clock at night, they heard the dashing of the waves, ac
companied with such a violent gale of wind, so as to render 
it necessary for them to drag their canoe higher up on the 
beach ; and the deponent, accompanied by his men, was 
obliged to seek shelter from the violence of the storm, which 
continued for three days, unabated.

“ That it is in the knowledge of the deponent, that there 
exists a general belief diffused among the Indians who in
habit the country around this island, that it is the residence 
of the God of the Waters and ol the Lakes, whom in their 
language they call Manitou Nibu Nabais, and that he had 
often heard that this belief was peculiar to the Sauteux In
dians. He farther learned from another voyageur, that an 
animal exactly similar to that which deponent described, had 
been seen by him on another occasion when passing from Pâté 
to Tonnerre, and deponent thinks the frequent appearance of 
this extraordinary animal in this spot has given rise to the 
superstitious belief among the Indians, that the God of the 
Waters had fixed upon this for his residence,

“ That the deponent, in speaking of the storm which fol
lowed the threats of the Indian woman merely remarked it 
as a strange circumstance which coincided with the time, 
without attributing it to any other cause than what naturally 
produces such an effect, and which is a well known occur
rence to voyageurs : that fish in general appear most numer-
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ous near the surface, and are most apt to show themselves 
above water on the approach of a storm.

“ And further the deponent saith not
Signed, “ VENANT ST. GERMAIN. 

“ Sworn before us, 13th November, 1812.
Signed, ״ P. L. Panet, J. K. B.

.J. Ogden, J. K. B ״
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PROCEEDINGS OF NUMISMATIC AND ANTI
QUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL.

I

REGULAR meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday Evening, n th  February.

The treasurer reported that he had received 
the current numbers of magazines subscribed 

for by the Society.
Mr. Sandham then read a letter from Mr. N. Paine, of the 

American Antiquarian Society, in which letter were enclosed 
copies of documents issued by the American Generals, 
while in possession of Montreal, 1776. These copies had 
been forwarded by request, for publication in the Society's 
Magazine, and the thanks of the Society were tendered for 
the same.

Some conversation then ensued respecting the dies pre
pared by Mr. Sandham for the Society’s medal, and which 
he now offered conditionally that a new reverse die be 
procured, and the medals struck therefrom be used as 
prizes for essays or papers on Canadian History or Numis
matics. Action was deferred until next meeting.

It was decided that the collection of the Society be 
placed on exhibition in the Natural History Society’s 
Museum.

After an examination of some coins and medals, and con
versation of a desultory character, the meeting adjourned.

GERALD E. HART,
Secretary.
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E D I  T 0  R I A L .
[ITH this number, the Canadian Antiquarian com

pletes the secopd year of its existence, and the 
Editors avail themselves of the opportunity thus 
afforded, to thank those who have aided by con

tributing to its pages, thereby enabling them to provide a 
constant succession of interesting articles. They have also 
pleasure in stating that the subscription list warrants the 
Society in continuing the publication. It is, however, con
fidently expected that the friends will aid still further by 
inducing others to subscribe. The next volume will be 
marked by new features which it is hoped will enhance its 
value. Prominent among these will be the increased num
ber and quality of illustrations, and a greater number of 
original articles on Canadian History and Numismatics. It 
is desirable that intending subscribers remit promptly in 
order that it may be known how many of the next number 
to print. Of the first numbers of the Antiquarian but a 
very few copies remain, therefore new subscribers who desire 
a complete set would do well to send their order at once. 
Let all who regard the Antiquarian with favor, recommend 
it to their friends, and endeavor to secure a new subscriber 
to remit with his own.

— Feeling desirous that the full page illustrations in the 
present volume should appear uniform, we furnish with this 
number a reprint of the Harbor of Montreal, on heavy paper.

— Thus far the Numismatic Society of Montreal has 
stood alone in the Dominion, but we are pleased to learn 
that the Numismatists of Toronto are about to unite them
selves in a similar organization. The Toronto M ail, of 
March 2, states, that “ a lecture was delivered at the Cana
dian Institute, in that City, by the Rev. Dr. McCaul, 
on ‘ Ancient Greek Coins,' of which a valuable collection 
was exhibited in illustration. The Rev. Dr. Scadding occu
pied the chair. Amongst the most interesting specimens
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was one from Angina, the place where coins were first struck, 
and which was said to be 2,500 years old. An Athenian 
coin was also exhibited, and one that had either been struck 
in Corinth or in one of its colonies, it being uncertain which, 
as both used the same signs. The lecturer then exhibited 
some specimens from Boetia, Amphipolis and Thasos, as 
also from the Island of Rhodes. Among the remainder 
were some from Metapontum and Posidonia, cities of Magna 
Graecia, or southern Italv, which had been colonized by the 
Greeks. Of two Sicilian coins, one came from Syracusae, 
and the other from Panormus, the modern Palermo. There 
was also one from Cyrene,celebrated as being the place where 
Artistippus founded the sect of the Cyrenaici, and another 
from the city of Tyre, with an inscription on it to the effect 
that Tyre was sacred and an asylum. A specimen was then 
exhibited which was struck at Cnidus, the city that owned 
the celebrated statue of Venus executed by Praxiteles as 
also one from Sinope, the birthplace of Diogenes. Besides 
a very elaborate description of the coins, the lecturer gave 
some interesting information respecting the cities where they 
had been used. The chairman having thanked the lecturer 
on behalf of the meeting Mr. J. Paterson announced that 
that it was proposed to start a Numismatic Society in Toronto 
and requested that gentlemen who might wish to become 
members of it would send in their names to Mr. Bronsdon.” 

Mr. Bronsdon, who was one of the founders of the Mon
treal Society, and subsequently its President, will prove a 
host in himself.
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R E V I E W S .
IORONTO of Old ; by H. Scadding, D.D. Adam, 

Stevenson & Co., Publishers. Press of matter 
has prevented an earlier notice of this really 
valuable and interesting work. The author is 

well known as a painstaking and reliable writer, whose pleas-
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ing contributions to the press and to the periodical literature 
of Canada, have paved the way for the favorable reception 
of this, his most important historical work. Some years ago 
Dr.Scadding prepared for a local periodical an article entitled 
Early Notices of Toronto, the main object of which was 
to  furnish brief sketches of men and events connected with 
the early history of that City. As might be expected, the 
writer found the subject grow upon him, and he felt that his 
Sketches had only awakened a desire for the production of a 
more finished picture of “Toronto of Old.” It would scarce
ly be possible to find a more competent person on whom 
such a task might devolve. To quote from the preface, 
 For many years the writer had quietly concerned himself “־
about matters pertaining to the early history of the City. 
Identified with Toronto from boyhood, to him the long, 
straight ways of the place nowhere presented barren, mo
notonous vistas. To him, innumerable objects and sites, on 
the right hand and on the left, in almost every quarter, 
called up reminiscences, the growth, partly of his own ex
perience and observation, and partly the residuum of dis
course with others, all invested with a certain degree of 
rational human interest, as it seemed to him.”

The plan pursued is somewhat different to that adopted 
in the preparation of such a work, and the reader who takes 
up the book in expectation of perusing a consecutive history 
of the Queen City of Ontario, will be somewhat disappoint
ed. The plan adopted is fully in accord with the title 
chosen, and the contents are a Series of “ collections and 
recollections.” Instead of confining himself to the stereo
typed, form of writing up a city, he leads the reader deliber
ately through the principal thoroughfares, noticing persons 
and incidents of former days, as suggested by buildings and 
situations in the order in which they are seen. Did our 
space permit, we could reprint many extracts of interest 
not only to Torontonians, but to every Canadian reader.
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We hope, in a succeeding number of the Journal, to 
present our readers with a selection of a few portions of 
general interest. We must now content ourselves by ad
vising all interested in local histories, to purchase the vol
ume, which is enriched by two excellent portraits engraved 
on steel These portraits, (Governor Simcoe and Chief 
Justice Osgoode), are from miniatures, drawn for the purpose 
from original paintings never before copied, now in posses
sion of Capt. J. K. Simcoe, R.N., of Wolford in the County 
of Devon. The work is beautifully printed (by Hunter, 
Rose & Co.,) on fine paper, and the general get up is credit
able to Canadian enterprise and good taste, and from its 
value as a history, and a book of reference, it should be found 
in every Library.

1 9 0  T H E  C A N A D IA N  A N T I Q U A R I A N

N O TE S A N D  Q U ER IES.

IN D IA N  Bravery.— Mr. F. H. Andrews of Mon
treal, writes to us as follows :— “ The enclosed 
scrap I take from my Memorandum Book, 
September, 1834. It refers to a medal then 

presented. The Indian rescuer is entered in my book as 
a ‘ young man.’ If now alive, the medal perchance may 
be seen at Lorette, and a rubbing might be obtained. I 
knew well the house in which the manufacturer, resided (an 
old Canadian), at Corner of Mountain Street and the Glacis. 
The inscription on the medal is as follows :—

OB C IV E M  S E R V A T U M .

PRESENTED TO

F R A N C O IS  L O U IS  T A O U R H A N C H E ,

By several gentlemen of the City of Quebec,
In a Grand Council of the Chiefs of the Hurons,. 

A t the Indian Village of Lorette. 
September 1st, 1834.

On the reverse side is the following :—

O r ig in a l fro m
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T his Medal
Was conferred to reward his generous act of 

Self-devotion and humanity.
In rescuing,

At the imminent peril of hisown life,
The drowning son of Germain Bedard,

From the brink of the Fall of Lorette,
July 12, 1834 ;

And to encourage to noble and distinguished actions,
The son of the Hurons of Lorette,

[Perhaps some of our Quebec friends may be able to state 
the whereabouts of this medal.—Ed.]

A Curious Point in Canadian H istory.—The free 
and-easy style adopted by European potentates in dealing 
with ״ Colonies” in the past, has often been a subject of re
mark. We all know how Napoleon I. sold France’s pet 
colony, Louisiana, to the proprietor of the White House, in 
1804. Alaska, quite lately, became also the subject of a 
bargain, in which the Russian Bear got the better of Uncle 
Sam despite his proverbial smartness. In 1632, England, 
after holding it three years, handed back Canada to France. 
This we all know. But what is new for many is a proposal 
on behalf ot England to hand over Canada to France pro
vided the latter would consent to keep aloof from the quarrel 
between England and the New England provinces in 1774, 
which offer the latter declined, and sent out D’Estaing and 
Lafayette. Mr Benjamin Suite, well known by his historical 
researches, put forth this startling fact in the Opinion Publique 
 as resulting from some French state papers recently examined״
in Paris. Will any one add more light on this remarkable 
incident ?—J.M.L.
To tko E ditor* 0 / the "  Canadian A n tiq u a ria n .''

Sometime since a Mr. L. W.^Ledyard of Cayenaia, New 
York, called on the writer, and during a conversation on
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antiquarian subjects, on which Mr. L. was conversant from 
a practical point of view, having travelled throughout the־ 
Continent in search of facts, he casually mentioned that he 
had in his possession a medal of Montreal, the obverse hav
ing a view of the City, taken about 1760, with the name 
“ Onondaga,” on the reverse. I find that the medal bearing 
the name of another Indian tribe is described in Sandham’s  
Supplement to the Coins of Canada, under No. 75, said to 
be unique, but as this cannot be the case, and there must 
have been many of them struck, the query now suggests- 
itself, Why, and for what purpose, were these medals pre
sented to the Indian tribes ? An answer from one of yoyr 
readers will oblige “ Indicator.”

[A medal bearing the name of a third tribe has been re
ported, but particulars as to the same have not yet reached 
us. Thus far the medal described by Mr. Sandham may be 
considered as “ unique,” no other having the same inscrip
tion on the reverse being known. The statement made 
by “ Indicator,” that their ״ must have been many struck,״  
therefore remains yet to be proven. The medal described 
in Coins of Canada (Supplement), is now in the fine collec- 
tibn of Mr. H. Mott, President of the Numismatic and An
tiquarian Society of this City. The view of Montreal on 
the obverse is similar to that published in “ Knight’s Pic
torial History of England.” The plate is described as 
being “ after Lambert,” while in another work it has been 
reproduced as “ from an old French print,” but this is 
doubtless incorrect as the flag which floats from the Citadel 
Hill, now Dalhousie Square, bears the cross of St. George. 
We hope some of our readers may be able to shed light on 
the origin of these curious medals.—Ed.]

192 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

Original from
HARVARD UNIVERSITYDigitized by Google



O r ig in a l fro m

HARVARD UNIVERSITYD ig it iz e d  b y  v j O O Q i e

M
O

N
T

R
E

A
L

 
H

A
R

B
O

R
 

FIFT
Y

 
Y

E
A

R
S 

A
G

O
,



GEO. BISHOP & CO.
ENGRA VERS AN D  PRINTERS;

ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL,
Agents (in Canada) for the sale of “ Wyons ” Thanksgiving 

Medals for the Recovery of the Prince of Wales.
<§T Seals, Dies, &c., Promptly Executed.

EDWARD COGAN,
D EALER IN  COINS, MEDALS, &c.,

408 STATE STREET, BROOKLYN, N.Y.
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