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THE

C a n a d i a n  A n t i q u a r i a n

A N D  N U M ISM A T IC  JO U R N A L .

V ol. X II. J anuary, 1885. No. 1.

E D IT O R IA L .

consequence of obstacles which were beyond 
control the publication of the “Antiquarian” 
was suspended during the past year; having 
made fresh arrangements which it is to be 

hoped will be lasting, the editorial commitee have much 
pleasure in resuming their work ; frôm a host of enquiries 
received it is felt the magazine was a welcome visitor to 
many, and its conductors refer with satisfaction to the eleven 
volumes already publshed, as an earnest of their determina
tion to carry forward the journal with an anxious care that its 
merit shall be preserved. The editors invite the co-opera
tion of all who may be favorably disposed towards the “Anti
quarian ” and go on hopefully. A ll correspondence for the 
Canadian A ntiquarian should be addressed P. O. Box 
1310 , Montreal.
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN2

M O N EY A N D  M E D A L S  OF C A N A D A  U N D E R  
T H E  O LD  R E G IM E .

BY R . W. MCDACHLAN.

H E proper adjustment of money, the circulating 
medium, to the requirements of the people has, 
in times whether of depression or of growth and 
expansion or of change, ever been, to rulers, a 

problem difficult of solution. Many a useless piece of legis
lation has been enacted in the attempt to make the available 
supply answer the increased or diminished demand. This 
difficulty was felt more keenly in newly settled colonies tharr 
in older established communities. Experiments of every 
conceivable kind were tried as a cure, some of them of the 
most quixotic nature; but no form of legislation proved 
successful in retaining within the bounds of a colony its 
scant)־ supply of money. The “ coin of the realm ” often 
became so scarce that trade was at a standstill. Other 
media had to be adopted, as the tobacco currency of Virginia 
or the goose quill money of the North-West.

In Canada, under the French, this problem seems to have 
been more troublesome even than elsewhere on this conti
nent. Almost every letter to the Minister contained some 
allusion to the dearth of change. During the earlier times 
wampum, the bead money of the Indian, passed current 
and was accepted by them in exchange for furs; but inter
course with Europeans and the importation of cheaper and 
more showy glass beads so depressed the value of wampum 
that it was no longer prized by the aborigines. It therefore, 
in time, was rejected by them in their annual settlements 
with the traders and more useful articles demanded. Bea
ver skins, the most valuable product of the chase, together 
with moose skins were made a legal tender and passed cur
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3AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

rent in lieu of coin. The Dutch of New Amsterdam, to the 
South, kept their accounts and even reckoned in beaver 
skins. This kind of change was very inconvenient On ac
count of its bulk and fluctuation in value. Then again 
the stock on hand had to be shipped before the close of 
navigation. One year, too, when the Iroquois had overrun 
the country and almost exterminated the Hurons, the annual 
supply was wanting and the beaver currency had to be dis
carded. The council, in 1669, declared wheat to be a legal 
tender at four livres the minot; but, on account of its bulk 
and the necessity of using it for food, it did not long continue 
to be accepted as a currency. A  shipment of money was 

.,*occasionally made to the colony by the King, and this, to
gether with what was brought over for their own use by 
traders and immigrants, had it remained in the country might, 
under careful management, have proved sufficient for the 
limited wants of the community. But through the improvi
dence and extravagant mode of living of some of the colon
ists, and becau :e few engaged in agricultural labor the balance 
of trade was against them; that is their imports exceeded 
their exports. The difference had to be made up in coin 
which soon denuded the country of that commodity. 
Under these circumstances trade was much embarrassed and 
transactions were, to a limited extent, carried on by means 
of promissory notes payable in furs, goods or farm produce. 
These notes sometimes passed from hand to hand in making 
large settlements; still this could not take the place of coin 
and trade became more and more depressed.

The issue of a paper currency, that would be worthless in 
any other country, seems to have been the only untried e x 
pedient. Although it was not a new idea it had not before 
been attempted on this continent. The circumstances con
nected with its first issue are as follows; as the Intendant 
Meules writes to the Minister in 1685:— “ I have no money
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN4

to pay the soldiers and not knowing to what Saint to make 
my vows, the idea has occurred to me of putting into circula
tion notes made of cards.” As there was no printing press 
in the colony and as few of the inhabitants did any writing 
the stock of paper on hand was very limited. During the 
long winter evenings card playing was the favorite amuse
ment of the people consequently there was a large stock on 
hand ready to supply the writer's demands. This supply 
was used by the Intendant, and common playing cards, cut 
in four with the amount written thereon, was the first paper 
money issued on this continent. From this circumstance it was 
always known in Canada as monnaie de carte or card money. 
Following the example of Canada, paper money became for 
a time, almost the only currency of the North American 
Colonies. Each card was stamped with a fleur-de-lis and a 
crown in sealing wax and was signed by the Intendant and 
the clerk of the Treasury at Quebec. At a specified time 
they were convertible into bills of exchange drawn on the 
Imperial Treasury.

When this issue had been withdrawn from circulation 
other cards, made payable to bearer, were issued by the home 
government redeemable in France. They circulated freely 
among the people who found them convenient in making 
remittances. At a later period another issue of Canadian 
card money was put into circulation. They were signed by 
the Governor and Intendant and bore the coat of arms of the 
Intendant, the seal of the Governor together with the date 
and value in writing. The denominations issued were 
twenty and forty sols, and four, sixteen and thirty-two livres. 
A t first the issue was not so popular as the old one payable 
in France, as the people believed that the Canadian cards• 
would not be as readily received in exchange for Treasury 
bills ; but when the time came for making the exchange the 
Treasurer gave the preference to the holders of the Cai.ad-
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5AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

ian cards. This had the desired effect, the new issue was 
accepted without questioning and it was preferred to the old.

The regular issue of card money continued for twenty-five 
years. It circulated in the Colony and was preferred to any 
other money as long as it was promptly redeemed. The 
financial difficulties, that had so long been a source of weak
ness to the Colony, seemed to have come to an end. But 
troublesome times were at hand. The wars which made 
glorious the reign of Louis X iv. and his lavish expenditure 
of money in other directions, had so drained the Treasury 
of France that the drafts drawn by the Colonial Treasurer 
could not be honored. Treasury bills, so useful to the colo
nists in remitting for their purchases, were sold at a heavy 
discount. Meanwhile card money continued to be issued for 
the defrayment of the colonial expenses. As the Treasury 
bills, with which it might have been redeemed, were almost 
worthless, the card money increased in circulation far beyond 
the requirements of the people. It was estimated that there 
was over 2,000,000 livres in circulation in 1714 . It soon, 
under these circumstances, became depreciated in value and 
the government, under pressure, from time to time com
pounded with the holders of cards at a discount of fifty per 
cent. Finally in 1717 , a decree was issued which, after 
alluding to these settlements, provided that the cards should 
be current for half their value and that finally they be 
altogether withdrawn from circulation. In the meantime a 
new issue was made to provide for the immediate wants of the 
Treasury, to be redeemed on the same conditions as the old. 
The arrangement for the settlement was as follows :— The 
cards were to be presented to the Treasurer before tfae sail
ing of the last ships, for the year, in November. The, hold
ers were to receive bills of exchange for their cards at a dis
count of fifty per cent, one third payable on the first of March 
17(8. one third same day in 1719 , and the balance in 1720.
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All cards not presented before that time to be cancelled. 
The Minister of Marine in writing to the Council, states, 
under date of May 1716 , th at:— “The Council should order 
M. Bigon (the Intendant) to draw 99,000 !ivrei for bills of 
exchange which remain out of the 160,000 payable in 17 17 ,  
and in the same manner fora like sum payable in 1718, 
and to continue until the total extinction of the cards and 
then cause them to be burned up according to the first 
project.”

Trade had been in a comparatively healthy condition 
during the regular issue and redemption of the card money 
and it would have speedily recovered from the depression into 
which it had been thrown by the over issue of cards and the 
dishonoring of the colonial drafts, had a sufficient quantity 
been left in the hands of the people for their immediate 
wants as a currency. As it was, commerce was almost totally 
suspended. A  number of decrees were issued between the 
years I7i9an d  1726 affecting the currency without material 
improvement. For this continued stagnation of the trade of 
the colony, the reissue of the card money was believed to be 
the only remedy and representations to that effect were made 
to the king. He therefore on the 2nd of March 1726, issued 
an ordinance announcing the reissue of the card money. The 
following is a condensed translation of the ordinance “ His 
Majesty,having been informed of the situation of the Colony 
of Canada since the extinction of the card money, and hearing 
that the gold and silver which he has sent out during the last 
ten years for the expenses of the country have successively 
returned each year to France which has caused the decay of 
the internal trade of the Colony, hinders the increase of the 
establishments, makes it more difficult for the merchants to 
retail their goods and wares; and as a necessary consequence 
caused a decline of the foreign trade which cannot be sustain
ed but by retail consumption; His Majesty proposes the best

6  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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means for the remedy of these inconveniences which is not 
less needful for the commerce of the Kingdom than to his 
subjects in New France; in the discussion of the different pro
jects none seemed more feasible than that of establishing a 
card money which will be received at His Majesty’s warehous
es in payment of powder and other munitions and merchand
ise that may be sold and for which bills will be given on the 
General Treasurer of Marine for the time being; this has been 
voluntarily determined upon in answer to the desires of the 
Canadian Merchants, who last year presented a request to 
this effect to the Governor, Lieutenant General and to the 
Commissaire-Ordonnateur of New France, and also to the 
demands of the inhabitants in general who have made the 
same representation, and that this currency will be of great 
utility to home and foreign trade by the facilitating of 
purchases and sales which will be made in the colony which 
will increase the establishments, and His Majesty wishing to 
explain these intentions, has ordered and orders as follows:— 

“ I. Card money will be made to the amount of four hundred 
thousand livres, of denominations, twenty-four, twelve, six 
and three livres; one livre ten sols, fifteen sols and seven sols 
ten deniers, which cards will be stamped with His Majesty’s 
arms, and written and signed by the Controleur of Marine at 
Quebec.

“ 11 . The cards of twenty-four, twelve and three livres will 
be signed by the Governor, the Lieutenant General, and 
Intendant or Commissaire-Ordonnateur.

“ i l l .  Those of one livre, ten sols, fifteen sols, and seven sols 
six deniers will only be initialed by the Governor, Lieutenant 
General and Intendant or Commissaire-Ordonnateur."

The remainder of the Ordinance relates to guarding the 
quantity to be issued, prevention of counterfeiting and so- 
forth. From this ordinance we learn the denominations, the 
amount issued and the manner of inscribing them. As the
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN8

issue, four hundred thousand livres, equal to about seventy 
two thousand dollars was too small for the wants of the 
population the amount was increased by two hundred thous
and, by an ordinance dated May I 2th 1733. The denomina
tions and form of the cards were to be the same as those of 
1729. As the population continued to increase, this quantity 
barely enough at the time of its first issue, became entirely in
adequate for the requirements of the people; the Intendant 
therefore undertook the issue of what are called Ordinances. 
These were of nominal values, all the way from twenty sols 
to one hundred livres. Unlike the card money they were 
made of printing paper about three inches square with the 
following inscription printed thereon. “ C O LO N IES,” at the top.
Dépenses générales N o ................ IL  sera tenu compte par le
Roi, au mois d'octobre prochain, de la somme de ........................
valeur en la soumission du Trésorier, restée au bureau du contrôle
A Québec, l e ......................... ” The nominal value, date and
number with the signature ot the Intendant were written 
thereon. These ordinances circulated freely along with the 
cards, although the cards were preferred as it was believed 
they had the prior claim on the Treasury. In 1754 they 
were settled for on equal terms by bills of exchange, one 
third payable in 1754, one third in 1755 and the balance 
in 1756. About this time a quantity of specie was import
ed with which the card money and ordinances were inter
changeable at a discount of twenty five per cent. This 
depreciation was caused by the over issue of the ordinances; 
and the government attempted to fix their value as well as 
that of the cards at this rate; but as ordinances continued 
to be issued in greater quantities they so rapidly depreciated 
in value that the discount reached to sixty and seventy per 
cent. Permission had been given to the government 
officials, on account of the smallness of their salaries, to 
engage in trade. This privilege, with the irresponsible
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power of issuing ordinances to an unlimited extent, was so 
abused that the whoje financial condition of the colony was 
ruined. Coupled with this the Imperial Treasury was again 
compelled to dishonor the Colonial drafts. The expenses 
of the colony had risen, through mismanagement and the 
misappropriation of funds by the Intendant from one million 
seven hundred thousand livres in 1749 to twenty seven 
millions in 1759. A t the time of the capitulation the 
ordinances and cards in the hands of the people amounted to 
thirty four million livres besides dishonored bills of exchange. 
Stipulations were made in the treaty, by which Canada was 
ceded to the English, for the redemption of outstanding 
cards and ordinances by the French Government. These 
stipulations were carried into effect by convention of March 
29th 1766 which brought to an end the card currency of

The few coins circulating in Canada were mainly those of 
France of the reigns of Henri iv  and Louis x i i i , x i v a n d  
xv. These generally circulated in earlier times at the same 
nominal value as in France although towards the close of 
the Regime, the nominal value was more or less raised. It 
seeni' to have been a prevailing fallacy among all colonists 
of those days, that the raising of the nominal value of coins 
would prevent them from being taken from the country.

This not proving effectual a special coinage was, according 
to Le Blanc a cotemporary numismatic writer, struck for the 
colony in 1670, in his “ Traite Historique des Monnaies de 
France,” he states that:— “To facilitate trade in Canada the 
King caused to be struck one hundred thousand livres worth 
of Louis of fifteen sols and five  sols and doubles of pure 
copper. These coins were of the same value, weight and 
fineness as those of France. On the silver Louis of fifteen 
sols and of five sols in place of, “ S it nomen Domini benediction" 
was “ Gloriam re&ni tui dicent", and on the double "Doubles de
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN10

l 'Amérique Françoise!' Charlevoix states that this coinage 
was struck for the West Indies. He writes as follows:-. “ In 
1670 the West India Company, to which the King had ceded 
the dominion over the islands of the French American 
Continent, had permission to introduce into the islands small 
money to the amount of one hundred thousand livres stamped 
by a particular die with a legend which was peculiar to it. 
The K ing’s edict is of the month of February and was to the 
effect that these coins be current only in the islands. But 
on certain difficulties that supervened, the Council issued on 
the 18th of November 1672, a decree by which it was ordered 
that the money aforesaid and all other species being current 
in France should also be current not only in the French 
Islands but also on the terra firm a o i America subject to the 
crown with an augmentation of one fourth superadded ; that 
is to say, the fifteen sol piece for twenty sols and others in 
like proportion.”

American collectors have continued to reiterate a claim that 
this money was current in Louisiana and as such may 
be classed as money pertaining to the colonial times of the 
United States. But, as the French made no settlement in 
Louisiana or any part of the great West until the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, and as the Mississippi was not 
even discovered by La Salle until some time after 1670, .ve 
can safely affirm that this coinage never circulated in any of 
the territory now under the jurisdiction of the United States. 
This claim then, that the 1׳Gloriam Regni,, as this coinage 
has been called, relates to any other place than Canada on 
the North American continent, can be dismissed without 
further comment.

These coins are all very rare. Of the five sol piece, the 
commonest, only five or six specimens are known in Canada 
and about as many in the United States. One of these was 
found in circulation, some years ago, in a small town on the
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New Brunswick border. The fifteen sol piece is much scarcer 
as only two or three are known to numismatists one of which 
is in the cabinet of the Parliamentary Library at Ottawa hav
ing cost over one hundred dollars. The double is almost un
known and fora long time, as no specimens of that denomina
tion had come under the observation of numismatists, it was 
believed that no coin answering to this description was ever 
struck. But some years ago a Boston numismatist obtained 
an electrotype from which the piece has been properly 
described. From the letter “ A  ” appearing on all deno
minations of the coinage we learn that it was struck in Paris. 
Most of the specimens of these coins, known on this continent, 
were imported from France, which proves that coins sent out 
to Canada returned to France, in the shape of remittances, 
almost as soon as they were imported. One or two specimens 
of the five sol piece were found in Hayti, which seems to 
corroborate Charlevoix’s statement that this money was 
struck for the West India Company■ ,
During the ten years from 1 7 1 9 1 0  1729 when no card money 
was issued the regular coinage of France circulated which 
consisted of deniers, double deniers in copper, and five, fifteen, 
thirty and sixty sols in silver. A letter signed by the 
Governor and Intendant, under date September 6th 1717,  
refers to these coins as follows:- “ We have received the letter 
which the Council has done us the honor to write us, with the 
printed edict of the King rendered in the month of November 
last which orders the making of the new Louis d'or at the 
Paris mint. We have made it public and we shall see that 
it is observed, none of that make has yet come into the 
country.”

In 1719 a decree was issued reducing the value of the 
gold coins, while another, issued October 24th 1720, 
raised the nominal value, of gold and silver and attempted 
the reduction of the value of commodities. This had hardly
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THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN12

gone into operation when it was suspended by a decree 
of December 26th.

In April 29th 1721 a decree ordered the issue of a copper 
coinage for the colonies. This coinage had on the obverse 
the legend “S it Nomen Domini Benedictum,” common to the 
coins of France at that time and two L ,s  crossed with a 
crown above. The reverse had the inscription, “ Colonies 
Francoises 172 1,” with a letter indicating the place of mintage 
Those with the letter “ H” were struck at the La Rochelle 
mint. Much of the shipping trade with Canada was carried 
on from that port and likely for that reason its mint was 
employed to strike the coinage. Others, with the letter “B ” 
were issued from the Rouen mint because many of the part
ners in L e Compagnie des Indes were residents of that town. 
Another coinage, struck at the mint La Rochelle was issued 
in 1722. Coins of this issue are by no means rare as 
specimens are occasionally met with in circulation when a 
hoard of old coppers are turned out. Those dated 1721  are 
much scarcer especially that of the Rouen mint which seems 
to indicate that this variety was shipped mainly to some of 
the other colonies, probably the West Indies.

Decrees were issued concerning the lack of specie in Feb
ruary, March and September 1724. And again in 1726 
there was another decree augmenting its nominal value. 
As the cards, which have already been described were issued 
in 1729 and continued along with the ordinances to be the 
chief circulating medium until the close of the regime we hear 
little if anything about coins in Canada; except, that in 1756, 
a shipment of coins, amounting to one million three hundred 
thousand livres, was sent out, which soon found its way back 
to France in the shape of remittance and left the people as 
innocent of coined money as before.

To be continued.
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L IS T  O F O F F IC E R S  IN de W A T T E V IL L E ’S 

R E G IM E N T .

B R IT ISH  H A LF-P A Y .

Lieut.-Colonel—
When Placed 
on Half-pay.

Wm. Wancope, 8 Dec. 1814 23 Oct  1817
Majors—

Ed. Cheney, 18 June 1815 17 Sept. 1818
(Lt-Col in army.) 

Lord J .  T. H. Somerset, 19 Ju ly  182 t 25 July, 1816
(Lt-Col. in army.) 

Captain—
J. W. Clemow, 24 Feb. 1814. 18 Oct. 1816

Lieutenants—
F. Jas. Rigaud, 30 Dec. 1812. 25 Dec. 1816
Joshua Harman, 3 Aug. 1814. 25 Oct.

Paymaster—
Charles Thomas Smeathman, i May, 1801. 25 Dec. 1816

FO REIG N  H A LF-PA Y.

Colonel—
L. de Watteville, 4 June 1813. 24 Oct, 1816

(M. Gen. in army.) 
Lieut.-Colonel—

Rod. de May, 21 May, 1812, 24 Oct. 1816
Captains—

A. de Courten, 4 June, 1813. 1815
(Major in Army.) 

J. R. de Bersey, 4 June, 1814. 25 May, 1816
(Major in army.) 

Louis Fischer, i May, 1801. 25 June, 1816
P. Ledergrew, i July, 1806. 24 Oct. 1816
Fred. Hecken, 13 Nov. do.
F. Kirchberger, 22 Mar. 1810. 25 Dec. 1815
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C. Z. De Thiel, 25 Mar. 181 1 . 24 Oct. 1816
J. L. Playardt, 28 Aug. do
Rod. Steiger, 21 May, 1812. do
Jean U. Mittelholzer, 21 Oct. 1813. do
J. C. Weyssen, 

Lieutenants—
25 Aug. 25 Mar.

H. de Gingius, 5 May, 1807. 24 Oct. 1816
A. de Steiger, 6 do do
Cæsar A. Champeaux , 7 do do
Charles Baron de Tuyll, 23 July, 1812
Albert Manuel, 5 Sept. 1810. 24 Oct, 1816
Chas. L. Sturler, 6 do 25 July,
Chas. Thorman, 25 Mar. 18 1 I. 24 Oct.
Fred. Fischer, 26 do 25 July.
Rod. Steiger, 28 do 24 Oct.
Francis Steiger, 28 Aug. do
A. R. de Bersey, 29 Aug. do
S. de la Pierre, 21 May, 1812. do
R. de Watteville, 22 Feb. 1814. do
Charles May, 23 Feb. 1814. do 1816
Ferd. Hecken. 24 do do
Albert Bondelie, 3 Aug. do
F. de Waterville, 

Ensigns—
4 Aug. do

F. L. C. Fisher, 25 jan. 1814. do
P. H. T. Fischer, 26 do do
J .  A. Fischer, 27 do do
Fred. Zcheinder, 

Chaplain—
20 Oct. do

Peter Jas. de la Mothe, 23 Apl. 1812.  
Adjutant—

do

Joseph Marmet, 
(Lieut, in army.) 

Asst. Surgeon—

27 Jan. 1808. do

J. B. Boidin, i May 1801. 25 Ju ly 1816
The above officers upon the regiment being disbanded in
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Canada remained in many instances and settled in the coun
try, and their descendants occupy important positions to-day. 
On a future occasion we shall publish a list of officers in 
other regiments disbanded after the battle of Waterloo such 
as the “ Royal Newfoundland Fencibles,” “Nova Scotia Fen- 
cibles,” “Canadian Fencibles,” “Glengarry Fencibles,” and 
“New Brunswick Fencibles.”

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. IS

ST. G A B R IE L  C H U R C H .

E  venerable St. Gabriel Church, perched 
at the angle of the Champ de Mars, will be 
one hundred years of age in the early sum
mer of !886. I am glad to learn that the 

Rev. Robert Campbell intends writing the annals of the old 
temple in view of a centennial commemoration. A s the first 
Protestant place of worship in Montreal it is worthy[of reve
rent notice, and there is no doubt that its register will be 
found full of historic interest. Nay, I expect that it will 
prove one of the most interesting records in the history of 
Montreal. I fancy I see the site of the ancient church. 
There was no Champ de Mars then, but only the terrace of 
the Jesuit Gardens, where the city hall now is. No court 
house. No Jacques Cartier square. No street beyond St. 
Vincent The limit was Fortifications, stopping where the 
lane ends to-day on St. Gabriel hill. The Hotel Ramezay, 
now the Laval medical school, with the stone building still 
standing at the corner, formed that portion of the town. 
The old church may be bought for a law library, or it will 
be sold outrighi for some other purpose. Let us hope that 
a memorial of the ancient site will be set up promi
nently.

L aclede.
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C O LO N E L V E IT C H , T H E  F IR S T  E N G L IS H  GO V
ER N O R  OF N O V A  SCO TIA .

From  a Paper by Rev. D r Patterson read, before a meeting o f 
the Nova Scotia Historical Society.

The Hon. Samuel Veitch. as the name has been always 
spelled in Scotland, or Vetch, as it has been spelled in Amer
ica, was descended from a respectable Scotch family, which 
for a century before the restoration of Charles 1 1 .  in 1662 
held an estate near Dalkeith. They were chiefly remark
able for the part which they took in the struggles of the 
Scottish people against the arbitrary measures of that king 
for the suppression of Presbytery and the establishment of 
Episcopacy ; the governor’s grandfather, his father with three 
brothers, and his own brother, and probably other relatives, 
being ministers of the covenanting church. Several of them 
suffered severely in the troubles of the times, his grandfather 
having been ejected from his living, one uncle imprisoned, 
another banished from Scotland, and his father, after a nar
row escape from arrest, was condemned in absence to forfeit
ure of life and property.

Samuel, his son, was born in Edinburgh on the 9th De
cember, 1668, but when a boy he and an elder brother, 
William, were carried in creels to Northumberland, in Eng
land, where their father was in hiding, but preaching under 
an assumed name. Afterward his father being obliged to 
retire to Holland, his family followed him. The two sons 
were educated in a Dutch University. Their parents had 
destined them for the ministry, but they preferred military 
life, and when King William came over to England in 1688, 
they both held commissions in his army. They both after
wards served in Flanders against France, and established 
their character as brave and capable officers.

They returned to Britain after the treaty of Ryswick in 
1797. A t that time the people of Scotland were in a state
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of the highest excitement regarding the Isthmus of Darien. 
This scheme originated with Wm. Paterson, who also started 
the idea of the Bank of England. The idea had long been 
prevalent among European nations that vast wealth was to 
be obtained by trade with the east. The rounding the Cape 
of Good Hope had opened a way to it, though long and 
difficult. The genius of Columbus led him to seek a shorter 
route by the west, and long after the same idea occupied 
the mind of explorers, and when this was found impossible 
to the south except by the distant and difficult route by 
Cape Horn, the idea long prompted men to fruitless efforts 
by the north. Paterson seized the idea of making the isth
mus connecting North and South America the entrepot of 
the trade between the east and the west, and the Scottish 
people were excited to the highest pitch of enthusiasm by 
the prospects of untold wealth that all parties were to gain 
by the proj’ect. All classes invested their money in it, some 
from desire of gain, some from patriotism, and some from

William and Samuel. Veitch both volunteered for the ex
pedition, and both obtained the rank of captain in the force 
that the company were authorized to raise. William, in 
addition, was made one of the council for the government of 
the colony. Samuel sailed in the first band of emigrants and 
William with the second, and in the subsequent proceedings 
of the colonists both had a prominent part. (The lecturer 
gave some interesting details regarding the measures adopted 
for the management of the infant community, showing that 
this the first and last colony attempted by the Scottish nation, 
was the first founded by any European nation on liberal 
principles of trade, policy and religion, and exposing the 
unfair representations of Macaulay.) But the enterprise was 
destined to disastrous failure. Finally the place was captured 
by the Spaniards, the colonists leaving with all their posses
sions. William died on the passage home while off Port 
Royal in Jamaica, and Samuel went to New York.
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We next heard of the latter in the year 1705* when he 
was sent to Quebec as one of the commissioners for the ex
change of prisoners, but it was suspected that with the con
nivance of the governor of Massachusetts Bay he was engaged 
in trade with the French. But he was actually engaged in 
spying out the land, whether he had gone with that object 
or not. His military eye was noting the state of the French 
defences, and he was forming plans for their reduction. With 
the same view he took soundings of the difficult passages of 
the St Lawrence. We next hear of him in the following 
year, when he, with some others were arraigned before the 
Massachusetts Leglislature for trading with the French in 
Nova Scotia. They were all fined, but the Queen-in-Council 
disallowed the acts passed for that purpose, as an usurpation 
of the work of the regular courts of justice.

Veitch now formed a plan for the conquest of Canada, 
and with it the overthrow of the French power in North 
America. He was recognized at the time as the first pro
jector of the scheme. With the view of carrying it into ex
ecution, he went to Britian in 1708 to lay it before the British 
government, and to solicit the necessary aid. They approved 
of his scheme and engaged to send out in the following spring 
a fleet, with a land force of 3,000 men, while 1,200 men, to 
be raised in Massachusetts and Rhode Island to be command
ed by Veitch, who was now raised to the rank of colonel, were 
to be ready to join them on arrival. Another force of 1,500 
men, to be raised by New York, Connecticut, and New 
Jersey, to be commanded by Francis Nicholson, was to in
vade Canada by land. The New England troops were ready 
in due time, but the British fleet, which was to have arrived 
in May, never came, and not till October did the colonists 
learn that it had been sent to Portugal.

Veitch again proceeded to Britain accompanied by Nic
holson and other delegates from the colonies, to again press 
the matter upon the British government. They would not

Original from
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSINGoogleDigitized by



•9ANl> NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

however, attempt the larger undertaking of the conquest of 
Canada, but agreed to send a force that would be deemed 
sufficient for the conquest of Nova Scotia. Accordingly in 
the following year (1710),  an expedition with Nicholson as 
commander, and Veitch as adjutant-general, proceeded 
against Port Royal. The fortress yielded almost without a 
a struggle, and on the 5th of October the latter received the 
keys, having been appointed by her Majesty’s government, 
governor of the fort. With the fall of Port Royal, thence
forward to be called Annapolis, all Nova Scotia passed un
der British sway. Veitch’s commission appointing him also 
‘ governor of the country of L׳ ’Accady and Nova Scotia” .

On the 28th October Nicholson left for Boston leaving 
200 marines and 200 New England troops in garrison. 
Veitch ontinued in the government of the colony for over 
three years. The first winter and spring were spent mostly 
in repairing the fortifications, everything connected with 
which was found in a most dilapidated condition. The 
French inhabitants, though many of them were willing to 
submit to the necessities of the case and live quietly under 
the British government, were still hopeful of the restoration 
of French power, and they were encouraged by the govern
ors of Canada and Newfoundland to resist English authority. 
The Indians were still hostile, and a band of Penobscot 
Indians sent by Castine arrived at Annapolis, exciting the 
other Indians to war. The garrison during the winter 
were greatly reduced by disease and desertions. In the 
month of June a party of seventy men. sent up the river, 
fell into an Indian ambuscade, when sixteen were killed, 
seven wounded and the rest taken prisoners. This led to 
a rising of the P'rench population generally, and the fort was 
in a measure blockaded. But the governors of Newfound
land and Canada soon found enough to think of at home 
and could not send them the troops or the supplies expected. 
Castine was so pressed by the New Einglanders as to be un-

Original from
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN20

able to afford help, and finally the arrival of two companies 
of Massachusetts troops enabled the garrison to turn upon 
their opponents.

In July, 17 1 1 , Veitch was summoned to Boston to take 
the command of the New England troops destined to take 
part in the great expedition now preparing for the capture 
of Quebec. An account of this and Veitch’s administration 
of the affairs of the province during the two following years 
will be given in a subsequent paper.

of

NEW  C A N A D I A N  COINS.
HEW coins or varieties heretofore unknown are 

always coming to light. And collectors 
any special series must needs . be con
stantly on the alert to keep their collections in 

their chosen departments abreast of the times. Even in the 
oldest and best worked series something new or a change 
in the order of classification is often accidentally discovered. 
We need not fear then that the ground of Numismatic re
search is anything like exhausted. Nay, rather in some 
directions it is hardly broken.

In the Canadian department a number of novelties have 
made their appearance during the past year, and some 
things more ancient have come under my notice. These 
I shall from time to time enumerate as I may have space 
and opportunity.

TH E B L A K L E Y  TOKEN.

The first that I shall mention is a token that a little 
over a year ago was found circulating to a limited extent 
in some of the Nova Scotian outports, It was only six 
months since a Nova Scotian collector called my attention 
to the coin which may thus be described :—

O bv:— E x \— 1882. A  banded female, head to the
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left surrounded with thirteen stars on the band is the 
word LIBERTY.

W«׳ .— Bla kely  & C™ | grea־'־ dry | salt goods 
| warehouse | Halifax  -N . S -  | c°2 Granville and 

DUKE ST. Brass, size, 27 millemetres.
Blakely & Co. were a retail branch of the wholesale Dry 

goods firm of Davidson & Craighton which failed towards 
the beginning of 1883. These tokens were issued as advertis- 
ment cards but why the word “salt” should appear thereon 
I am at a loss to know, except that it may have got there 
through mistake. The expression Dry Goods or Drapery 
warehouse, as it is known in Great Britain, we can under
stand but “Dry Salt goods” is a new term.

The appearance of the head of liberty, similar to that on 
the old copper cent issued from the United States Mint 
previous to 1857, and to the present gold coinage would . 
lead us to infer that the token was struck in New York with 
a stock die, in imitation of a ten dollar gold piece for obverse. 
The coins must have been smuggled into the province or 
there may be much looseness in the management of the 
Halifax custom-house to permit their importation, as the law 
against their issue is very strict.

This coin may prove a fruitful subject for discussion to 
American Numismatists of the future. Such questions may 
be discussed as “did Nova Scotia form one of the United 
States in 1882.” or “was there a strong desire of the people 
of that province for annexation,” or the argument might be 
that the independence feeling ran high in the province in 
those times; whereas, the token was only an advertising 
card struck from a stock die (that is one ready made) for 
the sake of cheapness.

THE “PRO BONO PUBLICO” BOUQUET TOKEN.
Towards the end of last May, a rare Canadian coin was 

sold by auction in New York. It had been in the posses-
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sion of Mr. Levick, for many years ; having been purchased 
along with a lot of old coppers of little or no rarity. There 
was a keen competition for the posession of the piece, and it 
was finally knocked down to Mr. James Oliver of New York 
for sixty-two dollars, the highest price paid for any Canad
ian copper coin. So far no other specemin has come under 
my notice. I class it along with the bouquet series with 
which according to the following description it has the closest 
affinity.

O bv:— *T R A D E  AND A G R IC U L T U R E * LOW ER CANADA.

A  bouquet consisting of a rose, thistle, and shamrock, on 
either side, three ears of wheat at the top, two of which 
incline to the left and one to the right, also a number of 
leaves, buds, and wheat blades.

R ev.:—PRO BONO PUBLICO  M ONTREAL. A  wreath of maple 
leaves, to right, and long slender leaves to the left enclosing 

I PEN NY I TO KEN  | 1 837, copper size, 27 m.
This is the same obverse as that of the Canadian coin 

known as the penny bouquet” but the reverse differs in 
almost every detail except in the inelegent way in which the 
word halfpenny is written. This indicates that the engraver 
was either unlearned or unacquainted with the English lan
guage. From the close similarity in the workmanship dis
played on the obverse to the execution of the “ Rebellion 
token” and the Molson copper which were struck by Joseph 
Arnault, the coin can safely be claimed as the work of that 
gentleman. The imperfections in the lettering on the obverse 
shews that it was done with a graver. Arnault therefore 
when, in 1836, he came from France could not have posessed 
a complete set of die-cutting tools. The letters on the reverse 
however from their more perfect formation, must have been 
sunk with punches which leads to the conclusion that the 
Molson copper, “ Rebellion token” and penny bouquet,” 
were struck anterior to the “Pro bono publico” token. Mr. 
Arnault probably engraved the die soon after the receipt of

22 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

Original from
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSINDigitized by Google



23AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

his punches and using the obverse of the old token struck 
off a specemin as a trial piece. The issue of the Bank tokens 
and the withdrawal of the unauthorized copper currency 
during the last days of 1837 interfered with Arnault’s coining 
operations. His dies had therefore to be thrown aside as use
less. This is probably the last coin he struck. His work 
although not so bold or so highly finished as the Belleville or 
Birmingham specemins of the bouquet series, shews some 

considerable degree of skill in composition and execution, 
and the original arrangement of the bouquet indicates that he 
was no mere copyist. There is an attempt at originality in 
his work, which is better indicated in the medal executed by 
him in 1841, for the St. Patrick’s Temperance Society. From 
these f icts we glean that this, one of the rarest of our 
Canadian coins, and the last of the bouquet series, was 
struck by a Canadian medalist in Montreal, in the closing 
days of the rebellion year.

THE ILIFFE TOKENS.
During a short sojourn at Ottawa, not long ago, I came 

across some tokens issued by T. Iliffe, the proprietor of a 
large bakery situated on Rideau Street, at No. 170. These 
tokens were used as bread tickets, and occur in denomin
ations of one, and half loaf, of the former of which there are 
three varieties. They have all plain reverses, and are of the 
same design.

1. O bv.:— .y2. LOAF. ILIFFE a crown.
Rev. :—Plain Brass, size 20 m,

2. Obv.:— . 1. loaf il if f e . A  Crown with the lower 
left corner over the “L” in “Iliffe.”

R e v .:— Plain Brass, size 24 m.
3. O bv.:— As last, but lower left corner of the crown 

pointing to the “ I.” The crown is not so broad. The die 
has been badly cracked, shewing fissures over the “ L ” and
“A ” •in loaf.
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R ev .:— Plain Dark Brass, size 23 1/2 m.
4. O bv.:—As No. 3, but the crown is differently formed 

and the maltese cross is wider.
R e v :— Plain bright Brass, size 2 3 ^  m.

These tokens were struck at Ottawa by Mr. Mingard.
The art displayed is not of the highest order. The two 

latter varieties which seemed to have been issued on the 
breaking of the dies, are inferior in workmanship.

T H E  N IC K LA U S TO KEN.

Another coin lately come under my notice, is the Nick- 
laus token, issued* at Berlin. I am unable to give any 
account of its issue or of its rarity, as the only specemin 
known to me, is in the possession of the Rev. J .  M. Good- 
willie, of Newmarket, Ont. The design of the coin is simple 
lettering.

Obv. : — N IC K LA U S H O TEL | B E R L IN  | ONT. |

R e v .:—GOOD FO R | 5  CENTS. | Copper, size 19 m.
Many of the Hotel keepers in the United States use such 

tokens in giving change over the bar, to induce customers to 
return. This is the only one, with the exception of some 
indented specemins, issued in Canada. It was probably 
struck in New York.

T H E CEN T OF 1884.

In January of 1884, an order was sent by the Canadian 
Government to the Royal Mint for 2,500,000 cents, the issue 
of 1882 having all been put into circulation. The repairs 
and additions to the mint, that had being going on for the 
past two years, having been complete, this coinage was struck 
there. Hence we find the IL the mark of Ralph Heaton 
& Sons, Birmingham Mint, wanting. Many specemins are 
not so well struck up as those by the Messrs Heaton.

R. W. McL achlan.
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N U M ISM A T IC  A N D  A N T I Q U A R I A N  
S O C IE T Y  OF M O N T R EA L.

H E meetings of the society were resumed in October 
last, the first being held at the residence of Mr. 
P. S. Murphy, his Honour Judge Baby (President) 
in the chair, with more than an average attend

ance of members.
The Secretary read a letter from His Excellency the 

Governor General, expressing his willingness to become 
patron of the society.

The question of reviving the publication of the Society's 
magazine was considered, and after discussion it was resolved 
to leave the matter in the hands of the Editing Committee 
with power to resume the publication.

The following donations and exchanges were handed in ;—
The Canadian Record of Science. The Bookmart (October number.) 

Proceedings of the Huguenot Society of America. History of Guildford, 
England, from the author. American Journal of Numismatics, (July and 
October numbers.) Revue de Numismatique Beige. Bulletin de L ’Institut 
National Genevois. Catalogues from Adolph Weyl. Report of the Super
intendent of Education of the Province of Quebec, 1882-3. Report of the 
Royal Academy of Palermo, 1884. Report of the Smithsonian Institution, 
1882. Censo General de la Provincia de Buenos Aires, 1883.

Two new members were elected and Mr. P. C. William
son, of Guildford (England) was elected a corresponding 
member. Mr. R. W. McLachlan read an extremely inter
esting paper on the “ History of Money in Canada under 
the old Regime.”

The cordial thanks of the meeting, were accorded to Mr. 
McLachlan for his very able and exhaustive treatise.

The members enjoyed the privilege of inspecting the 
collection of old and rare books, engravings and curiosities, 
belonging to their host Mr. P. S. Murphy.

The meeting for November was held at the residence of 
Mr. Henry Lyman.
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Two medals commemorative of the 50th anniversary 
of the St. Jean Baptiste Society, were presented by Mr. 
R. C. Lyman. One new member was elected.

The meeting was rendered interesting by viewing the in
teresting collection of Mr. Henry Lyman, the following being 
the most noteworthy :—

Two Exhibition Medals, 1851. Medals of the Great Eastern, the Prince of 
Wales’ Visit to Canada, Thames Tunnel, âr*c. An old carved Oak Chest 
brought over from England by an ancestor in 1635. Two swords of 1812. 
Tunic and shako of the 1st Halifax Militia Two flint-lock pistols. Epaulets 
and cross-belt Montreal Artillery, 1837. Photograph of the old “ Corse” 
House in Griffintown. Paper knife carved from oak of the L ’Orignal. Car
ved Dutch Foot Stove. And the following choice books ; Duberg's Villas of 
Rome. Papworth’s Views of London. Bouchette’s British Dominions in 
North America. Venise Illustrée. Delacroix’s XV111 Siecle. Lubke’s 
Ecclesiastical Art. Three volumes of Britton’s Beauties of England and 
Wales, 1806.

Mr. H. Mott, read a paper entitled “ Notes on Montreal,” 
in which was condensed a large amount of information with 
reference to the early history of the city. At the close. 
Mr. Mott was thanked by the members present for his paper

The Secretary was instructed to send a letter of condo
lence to the widow of the late Mr. T. D. King who was a 
life member, and an earnest fellow-worker.

The twenty-second annual meeting of the Society was 
held on December 16th at the residence of the President, 
Hon. Judge Baby, with a full attendance of the members.

It was resolved to resume the publication of the “Anti
quarian” on the terms as arranged with the printers by the 
Editing Committee.

The ordinary business having been concluded, the reports 
of officers for the past year were presented ; the Treasurer’s 
report was satisfactory, showing a good balance in hand, and 
the Secretary reported an increase of five in the number of 
members, the interest of the meetings had been well sus
tained and the Society starts the new year with fair prospects.
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The election of officers for the ensuing year then took 
place, with the following result:—
Hon. J  udge Baby - - President, (re-elected.)
Chas. T. Hart - - - 1st. Vice-President.
A rmand L aR ocque - - 2nd• Vice-President.
J. H. Bowe - Secretary, (re-elected.)
R. C. L yman - Treasurer “
J. A. Nutter  - - - Curator.

E D I T I N G  C O M M IT T E E :
Messrs. H. Mott, R. W. McL achlan, and D. E nglish ,

A U D ITO RS.
Messrs. R. W. McL achlan and T. G. Mocock.

In concluding this resume of the proceedings of the 
Society, it is proper to record the thanks of the members to 
those gentlemen who have so hospitably opened their 
houses for the holding of the monthly meetings. This plan 
has led to a more harmonious working of the Society than it 
has enjoyed at any period during its existence.

J A C Q U E S  C A R T I E R  A N D  M OUNT R O Y A L . 
1535-1885.

E  following verses by our esteemed collaborateur 
Mr. John Reade were written for the Carnival 
number of the Montreal Star ;  feeling that they 
bear on them a high order of merit, and being 

peculiarly fitted for “ TH E AN TIQ U ARIA N ,” we have pleasure 
in reproducing them.

1
This year three centuries and a half 

Have passed since thou 
Didst gaze, brave hearted mariner 

From yonder mountain’s brow,
On the great river sweeping by.

While far on every hand 
Lay in its gorgeous Autumn robes 

The bright Canadian land.
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n.
To thee Mount Royal owes its name,

To thee its proud renown,
The city that has grown where stood 

The little Indian town.
And if to-day from that same spot 

Thou couldst survey the scene,
With thankful heart thou wouldst compare 

What is with what has been.

in.
An age’s knell had sounded when,

By kindred motives stirred,
Men of thy race were hither drawn 

To preach the living Word,
And bring the forest’s dusky sons 

Within the fold of G od;
And to the Royal Mount they came 

Where erst thy feet had trod.

IV.
High on its crest they raised aloft 

With prayer the Holy Rood,
A Christian temple took the place 

Where wigwams once had stood,
While round that centre rose a town 

Built strong and fair to see—
Our Lady’s pious votaries 

Named it La Ville Marie.

V.
Ah ! tfoble hearts that dared all pain 

Of war, disease and dearth I 
A h ! men of fame who counted not 

Your lives at any worth,
If only one poor soul were saved 

To deck the martyr’s crown !
Such were of old the citizens 

Of Mary’s royal town.

VI.
But lustrums passed and other aims—

Tares amid golden grain—
Strove with the vows of those who prayed 

That Christ alone should reign j 
And though the founders’ oriflamme 

Has never yet been furled,
The city of the saints became 

A city of the world.
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vn.
Then came a fiercer struggle still,

Jacques Cartier, for the throne 
From which, prime Viceroy of New France, 

Thou madest it thine own—
Thine own and his, who justly said 

The New World was for all.
Not for Iberia’s grasping kings 

To keep it in their thrall.

VIII.
A las! if prophet’s vision keen 

Had been the gift that day,
Over thy gladdened face had swept 

A cloud of black dismay 
As, rent from France’s laxer grasp 

By England’s stronger hand.
Passed evermore from ’neath her sway 

Thy fair Canadian land.

IX.
But out of seeming evil good 

Arises every hour.
And foes, made friends, their struggles o'er 

Double their severed power.
Where France’s sons alone had failed 

With England’s sons they won—
An empire kissed by either sea,

From east to setting sun.

X.
So, in this happy-memoried year.

Five times man’s vital span 
Since, with thy coming to these shores.

Our history began;
Thee, our first hero, we invoke,

Beside thy Royal Height—
What scene more fair than this of ours 

To greet a hero’s sight?

XI.
Is this the city of thy hopes?

’Tis surely builded fair,
What prouder spires point heavenward 

Through purer winter air?
Can stone more graceful shapes assume 

Than church, and home, and mart 
In this thine ancient Royal Mount,

More regal made by art ?
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x n .

And lo ! of neither wood nor stone 
Nor offspring of the mine.

What fairy turrets reared aloft 
With magic lustre shine!

Have ever mortal eyes beheld 
A sight more wondrous fair ?

And from thine own St. Lawrence tide 
Was carved each crystal square. *

XIII.
Ours are the “ treasures of the snow”

And Northern strength of will,
The South its sense of beauty lent,

The East, its plastic skill.
And so the lovely structure grew 

Beneath the forming hand,
Till Winter’s self was forced to smile 

On our Canadian Land.
XIV.

And as he raised a cheery face 
And saw both young and old 

Trooping along, on pleasure bent 
And laughing at his cold,

Forth from his lusty lungs he sent 
A  call so long and loud 

That Southrons left their snowless fields 
To join the merry crowd.

XV.
O valiant Breton mariner,

Glad were thy heart to see 
Such concourse in the halting plaee 

That was so dear to thee!
From East and South they hither flock,

From near and far away 
Where the iron horse points out the road 

To much desired Cathay.
XVI.

And where the Indians feasted once 
Thy goodly retinue,

We keep high festival and give 
Thy memory homage due,

To whom Mount Royal owes its name 
And all its proud renown,

The city that has grown where stood 
The little Indian town.

*The Ice Palace erected in DominionSquare,—January 1885.
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F R A N C IS  P A R K M A N 'S  W O RK S, 
learn from the prefaces of Mr. Parkman’s series 
of volumes that they have been the work of his 
literary life for forty successive years. But, 
though a literary work, the pursuit of it has by 

no means been one wholly, or even in greater part, given to 
the study of books or documentary records. It has required 
of him wide wilderness trampings and ocean voyages, years 
of out-of-doors life, examination of localities with a view to 
restore their features before so greatly changed by time and 
civilization, and much converse with native tribes represen
ting our former aborigines. His comprehensive subject 
covers the relations and contests and rivalry for dominion 
on this continent, beginning soon after its discovery, of the 
powers of Franee and England represented by their colon
ists here. More especially does he deal with the enterprises 
conducted here by French explorers, missionaries, traders, 
and authorities under the French monarchs and ministers 
for establishing the old feudal institutions in the New World. 
With this large, common design, several special themes 
make up his elaborate treatment of his subject.

The pioneers of France; the Jesuit missionaries; the ex
ploration and opening of the wilderness and of the vast wa
tercourses of the continent; the methods of the fur trade; the 
planting of forts and mission stations along the shores of 
the great lakes and on the banks of the rivers; adventures 
and battles in the woods; intrigues transferred from the 
French court as promoted by favorites to the recesses of for
est settlements and camps; jealousies and conflicts between 
official, military, and feudal administrators; and picturesque 
descriptions of social life under the old regime,— make up 
the leading and diverse subjects of a series of volumes. 
All these might have been treated in a matter-of-fact way of
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narrative, and have retained a fair historical interest for 
ordinary readers. But Mr. Parkman’s peculiar genius and 
marvellous qualifications, with his passionate interest in his 
subject, its scenes, incidents, and actors, and the thorough 
training of the eye and thought and experience which he 
brings to his task, give a charm of vigour, brilliancy, and 
romance to his pages, which raise them to the highest place

xThe reader of Mr. Parkman’s volumes will have much 
occasion to notice that his first furnishings for the task— hard
ly to him a task—which he had set for himself were to be 
obtained only by actual visits to the scenes, with the guid
ance of old and new maps and intelligent local witnesses and 
advisers, in which were the objects, land features and race of 
men, with which he was to be so largely occupied. His 
own inborn predilections and tastes made him especially apt 
and earnest for wilderness adventures and for such intercourse 
with the Indians as might make him the interpreter of their 
nature and habits. With a rich and varied experience of 
this character, with a wonderfully observing eye and a con
summate skill in woodcraft, for discerning and portraying in 
aptly chosen words the features of forests, lakes, and rivers, 
the silence, gloom, and terror, and the unpolluted glories of 
the inner wilderness, he makes his pages sparkle with fresh 
life and vigour. They are all aglow with the animation of 
nature and with the fervours and passions, the heroism and 
the ferocities, of the representatives of humanity who have 
wrought the most exciting annals and romances into the 
history of the early years of European occupancy of this

After this preparation from fields out-of-doors came that 
which Mr.Parkman was to draw from documents, books and 
the materials of history in records. These were very largely 
in manuscript, and most of them in government archives a- 
broad. Never, if it can possibly be avoided, does Mr. Park

in our literature.

continent.
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man rely upon any other than original and primary authori
ties. These, however, are often so diverse, fragmentary, and 
conflicting as to require very patient labor in digesting and 
sifting them. Private cabinets have also been freely opened 
to the author; and his researches, embracing all that is to be 
found on both continents, have been wide and thorough. 
Many biographical sketches of courtiers, soldiers, governors, 
saints, and sinners, are scattered over the pages, having a 
piquancy and vivacity of portraiture which make them live 
before us with all the realism of a present acquaintance. It 
has only been slowly, but steadily, and in a way to extend 
and abide, that our literary community has come to recog
nize and appreciate the genius, power, and intense interest 
of the series of Mr. Parkman’s volumes. His repute now is 
second to that of no one among us, historian or writer.

The two volumes, recently published, whose title we give,* 
contain a narrative of the closing struggles of the French to 
retain on this continent a possession and dominion which it 
would seem that they had so rightfully won. The struggle was 
a fierce one, of varied fortunes and in shifting localities, with 
the enginery and fleets of foreign armies and navies, all the 
appliances of so called civilized warfare, brought into use on 
virgin lands and waters, and howling savages in their war 
paint as auxiliaries. Montcalm and Wolfe represented, in 
their heroic leadership, the respective efforts and purposes of 
France and England for sway on this continent. The strug
gle had been protracted for a century and a half, with alter
nating success and disaster for both sides. Mr. Parkman 
traces its stages and fortunes with such animation, such 
force of narrative, and such minuteness of details that the 
reader follows as if he were an observer and a participant. 
Both of the heroes fell on the field, Wolfe the victor, Mont
calm the vanquished.
* Montcalm and W o lfe . By Francis Parkman• Vols. 1. and ! 1 .  Boston:

Little, Brown 0-׳ Co.
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T H E  G R E A T  LO N E LA N D .
SOME H ISTO RICA L NAM ES AND PLACES IN T H E NORTH W EST.

From  a Paper read before the H istorical and Scientific 
Society, Winnipeg, by M r. C. N  Bell, F .R .G .S .

H A V E  endeavoured to bring together some inter
esting scraps of information relating to the early 
settlements in our Canadian Northwest and 
regarding the derivation of well known names.

Let us first turn to Lake Superior, which has been called 
at different periods Kitche-Gama, Upper Lake, Lake Tracy, 
and Lake Superior. Long, who traded there in 1 777, writes 
that Lake Tracy was so named in honor of M. de Tracy, who 
was appointed Viceroy of America by the French King, in 
June, 1665.

Fort William, on Lake Superior, was first established by 
Daniel Graysolon Du Luth in 1678, as a trading post under 
the name of Camenistiquoia, or Three Rivers, and was for 
some years the centre of the fur trade in the then extreme 
Northwest. It then appears to have been deserted for a 
length of time, as La Noue rebuilt it in 17 17 . La Nouehad 
instructions to penetrate into the interior, build a fort at 
Rainy Lake and collect information to enable him to push 
on to Lake Winnipeg the following year. It is likely that 
he did get as far as Rainy Lake, but nothing definite is record
ed as to his movements in that direction. Pere Pettitot says 
Kaministi-Kweya means Wide River. The Northwest Fur 
Company, which prior to 1803 had its headquarters at Grand 
Portage, 45 miles south of the Kaministiquia, was compelled 
by the Americans to abandon that rendezvous and establish
ed what was first known as the New Fort at La Noue’s old 
site. Harmon in April, 1804 mentions that a Mr. McLeod 
left Swan river for the new fort, and in 1807 he writes that 
the New Fort had been rechristened Ft. William, in honor 
of William McGilvray, the head agent of the Northwest
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Company. A t the time of giving this name the company 
made a present to their voyageurs and the Indians encamp
ed about, of spirits, shrub, etc. Fort William has a stirring 
history. Its annual gatherings of the fur traders and the 
visit of Lord Selkirk in 1816, at the head of a considerable 
force of disbanded soldiers, on his way to the colony of 
Assiniboia, have been too often described to need more than 
mention here.

Pointe de Meuron, across from Ft. William settlement, is 
the site of a Hudson’s Bay Company establishment, main
tained as a check on Ft. William of the Northwest Com
pany.

Following in the track of the fur traders to the interior 
we find on the Kaministiquia, the famous Kakabeka Falls 
or the Fall of the Cleft Rock.

Dog Portage receives its name from an Indian tradition 
that two enormous dogs having taken a nap on the top of 
the hill, left the impress of their figures behind them, and 
certain it is that such figures have been marked on the turf. 
Sir George Simpson gives this in his book.

Rainy Lake was first known as Tekamamaouen. In 1740 
Joseph la France, who travelled through from Lake Superior 
to Hudson’s Bay by way of Lake Winnipeg, relates that 
Rainy Lake receives its name from a perpendicular water
fall by which the water falls into a river, and raises a mist 
like rain.

At the point where Rainy River flows from the lake, a 
post was built in 1731 by the sons of Pierre Gualtier Varen- 
nes, the Sieur de la Verendrye, who had arrived there by 
following the Nantonagon or Pigeon River route. The fort 
was named St. Pierre.

Verendrye was under orders to explore the interior, and 
had with him his three sons, his nephew Jerimie and fifty 
followers.

Near the Rainy Fall, Harmon in 1800 informs us that the 
N. W. Co. had a post called Rainy Lake Fort. The portage
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round the fall was called Chaudiere by Mackenzie, the dis
coverer of the Mackenzie river.

Immediately below the fall stands the H. B. Co. post, Ft. 
Frances, named after the wife of Sir George Simpson, a gov
ernor of the company for over forty years. The village of 
Alberton has sprung up about old Ft. Frances during the 
last ten years.

Lake of the Woods was the Lac des Bois or Lac Minn- 
ittee of the French.

Mr Keating in 1823 says: “ It is called Sakahigan (Sagi- 
hagum) Pekwaonga or the Lake of the Island of Sand Mounds 
though the Indians do at times call it the Lake of the Woods.”

The great Mounds of sand on its south-east side evidently 
gave rise to this edition of the name. La France in 1740 
called it Lac du Bois or Des Isles,

On a French map dated 17 19  it is named Lac des Sioux.
Verendrye’s men in 1732 built a post on what is known 

as Buffalo Point on the west side of the lake, and bestowed 
on it the name of Ft. S t  Charles, after Charles DeBeauhar- 
nois, the Governor of Canada.

A  map by Bowen, published about 1763 has Ft. St. Pierre 
marked “destroyed and St. Charles “abandoned.”

Henry as late as 1775 mentions that there was then the 
remains of an old French fort on the west side of the lake.

Fired with the hope of finding a route through to the 
Pacific Ocean, Verendrye descended the Winnipeg River in 
1734, bestowing on it the name of Maurepas, in honor of 
the Minister of France. A  fort of the same name was estab
lished on the north bank of the river where it enters Lake 
Winnipeg.

Winnipeg River is called White River by Mackenzie and 
Harmon, in evident allusion to the succession of falls and 
rapids which occur along its course. It was also written 
Sea River by David Thompson, astronomer and surveyor 
of the Northwest Company, in 1796.

Ft. Alexander of the H. B. Co., which now stands on
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the south side, near Lake Winnipeg, was the site of the 
Northwest Company’s Fort du Bas de la Riviere. In 1800. 
Harmon writes that the Northwest Company and the H. B, 
Coy. had forts a few rods apart, the H. B. Coy. receiving 
their supplies from Albany House, on Hudson’s Bay, via 
the Albany River route, Thompson says that the North
west Company’s post was in 1796 called Winnipeg House, 
and owed its origin to the French. It was in N. lat. 
״46 '37 50° . W. long. 95° 59' 34״.

Massacre Island, Lake of the Woods, was the scene of 
the massacre of Verendrye’s son, a priest, and twenty soldiers 
by the Sioux Indians who then frequented the country to 
the southwest.

Rat Portage derives its name from the fact that the bay 
which lies along the rocky barrier or portage on its upper 
side was the resort of great numbers of muskrats, which 
were constantly “portaging” over into the waters of the 
Winnipeg river on the other side.

The English River, which joins the Winnipeg on its 
north side, received its name from the English of the H. B• 
Co., who brought their supplies up the Albany and across 
the height of land to the English River on their way to 
Fort Alexander.

The Slave Falls (Awakane Pawetik) have connected with 
them a tradition that a slave of the Chippewas having es
caped, secured a canoe, and when pursued, either through 
design or accident, ran over the falls and was lost.

Lac Bonnet, or Cap Lake, is credited by Mackenzie with 
getting its name from a custom of the Indians of crowning 
stones, placed in a circle on the highest rock in the portage, 
with wreaths of herbage and branches.

The fall now known as the Chute a Jacquot was called 
by Mackenzie Jacob’s Falls, and by Keating in 1823, Jack ’s 
Falls.

Lake Winnipeg has been, at different periods, called Lac, 
Assenipolis, Lac Assineboeuls, Lac Assinipoils, Lac Christ-
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ineaux and Lac Bourbon. Most likely the Assiniboine Ind
ians who lived at the south and west sides of the lake and 
on the Assiniboine River, which included under that 
name that portion of the Red River from the forks, deter
mined the name of the lake.

The Crees, who lived on the Northwest side of the lake 
were called Kris, Kristineaux ; Kinistinoes ; and Christi- 
neaux, and the north end of the lake was first called Christ- 
ineaux Lac, and this afterwards gave place to Lac Bourbon. 
The first place I can find that the lake was called anything 
like Winnipeg is in the memoirs of Verendrye, as compiled 
by Pierre Margry, the present custodian of the archives of 
the Department of Marine and the Colonies, France, it is 
there spelled Ouinipigon. Since then the word has under
gone many changes in the spelling. I give the word as 
printed in works from 1734 to 1833, since which last named 
date there has been no change:
Ouinipigon................................................. Verendrye— 1734.
Ouin ipique....................................................Dobbs— 1742.
Vnipignon....................................................Galissoniere— 1750.
Ouinipeg..................................................... Bourgainville— 1757.
Ouinipigon...................................................J  efferys— 1760.
Winnepeek.......................................... ......... Carver— 1768.
W inipegon................................................... Henry— 1775.
Ouinipique...................................................French map— 1776.
Winipic............................................................Mackenzie— 1789.
W inipick........................  .............................Harmon— 1800.
Winipic...........................................................Pike— 1805.
Winipic............................................... ...........Lord Selkirk—18 16
Wi nepec.......................................................... Ross Cox— 1817.
Winnipic........................................................ Schoolcraft— 1820.
Winnepeek.................................................... Keating— 1823.
Winipeg...........................................................Beltrami— 1823.
Winnipeg........................................................Capt. Back— 1833,

The name is derived from the Cree words Win— dirty, 
and Nepe— water.
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I think that it is so called because during certain sum
mer months the water of the lake is tinged with a green 
color, owing to the presence of a vegetable growth which 
abounds in parts of the lake. It is a minute needle-shaped 
organism, about half an inch in length, sometimes detached 
and sometimes in clusters and at times the water is almost 
as thick as pea soup. It is also to be found abundantly in 
the Lake of the Woods.

On a French map dated between 1695 and 17 19  the lake 
appears divided into two parts, the southern being Lac des 
Assinipoualac and the northern Lac des Christineaux. On 
another map of Dehisle the whole lake is marked Assene- 
polis.

It is claimed that Radisson and Grosseliers, two French
men who afterwards gave information to the English that 
led to the formation of the H. B. Co. in 1670, travelled 
the country of the Assiniboines and visited Winnipeg or 
Assinipoulac about 1660. While there seems to be no 
doubt that these men were for a considerable length of time 
about the west side of Lake Superior and that the Pigeon 
River was then, and long afterwards called Grossilliers' River, 
there is very little definite information regarding the parts 
of the Assiniboin6 country visited by them in 1660. In the 
New York history of the Colonies this passage is found, 
“ Meeting afterwards with some Indians on Lake Assiniboins, 
to the northwest of Lake Superior, he (Grossilliers) was con
ducted by them to James’ Bay where the English had not 
yet been.“ The Assiniboines are said to have gone east to 
trade as far as Sault St. Marie, and the Indians mentioned 
may have been from Lake Winnipeg and Grossilliers was 
credited with having been there, from that fact.

It is seen therefore that the existence and situation of 
Lake Winnipeg was well known as far back, at least, as 1660, 
and Franquelins map dated 1688, proves that at that date 
a river was known to run north from Red Lake to Lac des 
Assinebouels, out of which the Bourbon or Nelson River 
issued on its way to Hudson’s Bay.
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In 1 749 the H. B. Co. produced before a committee o f the 
British House of commons the journal oi an employe named 
Henry Kellsey, dated Ju ly  and August 1692, which seems 
to show clearly that he was at Lake Winnipeg on an explor
ing trip made in the interests of the H. B. Co. and with the 
object of inducing the Indians of the interior to take their 
furs down to the posts on Hudson’s Bay. The journal is 
printed in detail in the above report which I have in my 
possession.

On maps published about 1748, from information supplied 
by Jeremie the nephew of Verendrye, by Jeffrys, London, in 
1762, and Mr. Bonne, Paris, in 1776, the Bulls Head and 
Deer Island are shown and properly placed, so that these 
are not modern names.

Elk Island near the mouth of the Winnipeg River is 
shown on a map dated, about 1740. This map also shows 
in Lake Winnipeg an Island named Iron (Fer), and it would 
seem that Verendrye's men had, during their first year on 
the Lake, aboht 1735. discovered the iron deposits on Big 
Island, which now promise to supply our wants in this 
country. Isle , Ffer is plotted just where Big Island is 

,situated.
Red Deer and Sandy Islands are mentioned in La France’s 

journal of 1740.
Mackenzie in 1801 locates and names St Martin’s Bay, 

Dog Head, Long Point, Egg Islands, Playgreen Lake and 
Poplar River. What is now known as Buffalo Head was 
by Mackenzie called Ox Head and Ox Strait. These 
names have not undergone any change since the end of the 
last century.

Norway House at the north end of Lake Winnipeg was 
established after 1790.

The Red River, by the French called Riviere Rouge and 
by the Indians Miscoussipi, was likely ascended for the first 
time by white men when Verendrye’s people in 1736-7 
pushed half way up its course and established Fort Pointe
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des Bois, some distance south of what is now the Interna
tional Boundary Line ; and when in 1738 they went up the 
Assiniboine to the present site of Portage la Prairie, and on 
the right bank in October of that year established a trading 
post, which they named Fort La Reine.

La France in 1740 writes that the Red River flows from 
Red Lake, so called from the color of its sand.

Another writer states that it gets the name from the color 
of the water when agitated by winds.

Beltrami in 1823 says that the Red Lake district was a 
long time the meeting ground of the Chippeways and Sioux, 
and from their bloody battles on its shores the name is de
rived.

I am strongly of the opinion that whatever its origin the 
Indians had so named Red River before Verendrye was in]the 
country, as Jeremie gave it the name of Rouge or Miscoussipi.

The first Hudson’s Bay Co. fort on the Red River was es
tablished likely in 1799, at the mouth of the Assiniboine on 
the north side, and was called The Forks. The present Fort ׳ 
Garry was built in 1835-36, by Mr. Christie, of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company.

Fort Douglas was erected in 18 12  by Miles McDonnell, 
in charge of the first Selkirk settlers, who arrived by way 
of Hudson Bay. It was on the bank of the Red river on 
the north side of a coulee which entered the river, just below 
where Mayor Logan’s house now stands. Point Douglas 
received its name from the fort, which derived its name from 
the family name of Selkirk— Douglas.

Ft Gibraltar of the N. W. Co. was situated on the Assini
boine, near the site of the H. B. Co.’s present mill, after the 
coalition of the two companies the general stores of the new
H. B. Co. were opened at Ft. Gibraltar.

It is generally believed that a post or fort of some descrip
tion was established by Verendrye, with the name of Fort 
Rouge, and that it was situated on the south side of the A s
siniboine River, in the angle formed by its junction with the
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Red, but little definite information is to be obtained as to 
its importance or the length of time it was maintained. Ver- 
endrye is supposed to have been up the Red River in 1736 
or 1737 for the first time, and yet on a map drawn by 
him and forwarded to Paris, from Quebec, by Beauharnois 
on the 14th October, 1737, the Assiniboine is only traced a 
few miles up its course, and at its mouth on the south side is 
shown a fort marked “abandoned.” From this it would 
appear that Fort Rouge had a very short existence.

A  French map of 1750, the original of which was sent to 
France by Gallissoniere, Governor of Canada, showing Ver- 
endrye’s discoveries, has the words “Ancien Fort” at the 
point on which Fort Rouge is supposed to have been.

Jeffry’s geographical work (London 1760) describes the 
French posts in the Northwest, and mentions forts Maurepas 
and La Reine with the remark, “another fort had been built 
on the River Rouge, but it was deserted on account of its 
vicinity to the two last.”

A  list ofthe French forts, given by Bourgainville in 1757, 
does not contain Fort Rouge, though Maurepas and La Reine 
are described and their positions defined.

I can find nothing ir. Margry’s account of the discoveries 
of Verendrye which alludes to Fort Rouge, and as he has 
access to all the colonial papers of the French it seems strange 
that he should omit mention of it if any fort of even slight 
importance was established by Verendrye. I am here refer
ring to Mon. Margry’s writings as reproduced in the N. W. 
boundary papers.

Fort des Bois was established in 1736 or 1737 about Goose 
River. Jeffry’s map of 1762 shows the post as still in exist
ence, though Jeffry must have copied it from some French 
map which was likely of earlier date. The English gained 
posse-ision of Canada in 1763, so that Jeffry must have got 
his information from French sources.

Henry writes under date of 14th September, 1807 : “ From 
Paubian I sent off a boat for above, Wm. Henry master, with
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T. Veaudrie interpreter, and seven men, to build at the Grand 
Fourche.” This was the beginning of the city of Grand Forks, 
a place of importance at this date.

Pembina comes from Nipa-Mina, a Cree word for a red 
berry which grows in great quantities along the banks of the 
Pembina River. Pere Petitot says the berry is the fruit of 
a guelder rose (viburnum edule.) A  trading post was built 
by a Mr. Chabollier, of the N. W. Co., in 1797, on the south 
side of Pembina Creek at the point where it empties into the 
Red River. It was called Paubna, and I am told that this 
word is still used by some of the old Selkirk settlers instead 
of Pembina.

Henry, in 1800, writes that Fort Paubna was on a 
stream named Paubian, and that opposite the mouth of the 
Paubian, on the east side of the Red River (about the present 
site of St. Vincent) there was still to be seen the remains of 
an old fort built by Peter Grant some years previously. He 
takes particular care to state that Grant’s post was the first 
establishment ever built on the Red River. (He may refer 
to the first establishment of the N. W Co.) Fort Daer was 
situated on the north side of the Pembina River. It 
was a post of the H. B. Co., named after Lord Selkirk, who 
was also Baron Daer. It was here that some of the settlers 
passed the winter of 18 12 -13 , and suffered untold hardships 
from cold and want of food. It was built by the settlers in 
the fall of 1812.

There is considerable difficulty in identifying some of the 
tributaries of the Upper Red River, owing to the different 
names given them at various dates. As an instance the 
Wildrice River has been known as Pse, (Sioux,) Menomone 
(Chippeway,) and Folle Avoin׳ (French:)

Coming down the Red River again, I find the Rousseau 
has been so called since at least 1798—the Reedgrass. In 
18 13  Keating gives it the same name, and says the Indians 
called it Pekwionusk. As Rousseau is the French word for
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Reedgrass, it is seen that his name has held to the stream 
since the N. W. Co’s., traders first visited it

I find the Scratching and Stinking rivers mentioned as far 
back as 18 15 .

The Seine River, which falls into the Red, opposite this 
city, was known as the German creek, after 18 17  on account 
of the Germans of the DeMeuron regiment, brought here by 
Lord Selkirk.

Kildonan Parish was named in 18 17  by Lord Selkirk him
self, from the settlers’ old home in Sutherlandshire, Scotland.

Lower Fort Garry was enclosed by loopholed walls and 
bastions in 1841, as noticed by Sir Geo. Simpson in his 
book. It was built as far as the houses are concerned, between 
18 3 1 and 1833. Gunn's History is the authority for the 
statement that Sir Geo. Simpson had it built because the 
French half-breeds at Upper Fort Garry were troublesome.

The Death River (Nipuwin-sipi,) which enters the Red 
River on the west side below Selkirk, was so named because 
250 lodges ofChippevvays were destroyed there by the Sioux 
Indians about 1780. The N. W. Co. had a post there at the 
time of the consolidation with the H. B. Co.

The word Assiniboine is derived from Assine— a stone, 
and Bwan or Boine, an Indian ; or properly, Sioux Indian. 
The Assiniboines were originally a branch of the Dacota or 
Sioux confederacy, but they separated and lived by them
selves, inhabiting the country along the Assiniboine river. 
They received the name of Stone Indians from using heated 
stones to cook their food. I find them called Semi-Poets by 
the people of the H. B. Co., in 1749. Verendrye gave the 
name of St. Charles to the river in 1738, in honor of Charles 
Beauharnois, Governor of Canada. Mackenzie says the river 
is called Assiniboine from the Nadawasis or Sioux. In 
Selkirk’s statement the name of the river is spelled Ossini- 
boyne, and the district Ossiniboia.

Lt. Chappel, a naval officer, who was in Hudson Bay in 
1814, writes as follows :—“The infant colony is called by
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his Lordship (Selkirk) Osna Boia, two Gaelic words signify- 
Ossian’s town, from the resemblance between that and the 
Indian name of Red River— Asnaboyne.” I do not find 
however, that he tried to prove that the Assiniboines were 
originally Scotchmen.

A t Portage la Prairie on the right bank of the river, Ver- 
endrye established Ft. la Reine, which became the basis of 
operations in the work of pushing the line of trading posts 
through to the Saskatchewan by way of Lake Manitoba. 
The fort was burned by the Crees about 1752. In 1805 
Harmon visited the N. W. Co’s, post at that point, and he 
describes it as a miserable fort, in a most beautiful location. 
He mentions that the Indians resorted to the place in quest 
of sturgeon. During the Selkirk troubles in 1816, the em
ployees of the N. W. Co. having captured 600 bags of pem- 
mican from the H. B. Co. at Qu’Appelle, made a redoubt of 
them here and armed it with two brass swivel guns.

A t Pine Creek the N. W. Co. built a fort in 1785, which 
was abandoned in 1794. The remains were seen by Har
mon in 1805.

The Souris River was called the River St. Pierre by Ver- 
endrye in 1738, and his men ascended it to cross over to the 
Missouri, and thence to the Rocky Mountains. No less than 
three forts were at the Souris mouth in 1805. Brandon 
House, of the H. B. Co., built 1794 ; Assiniboine House, of 
the N. W. Co., situated about one and a half miles above, 
and which was in full operation when Thompson visited it 
in 1797 ; and Ft. Souris, a post of the X . Y . Co. The N. W. 
Co. had also a trading post 45 miles up the Souris in 1797, 
named Ash House.

About 50 miles above the Souris mouth, in 1804 there 
was an important post of the N. W. Co.— Fort Montagne a 
la Basse. Harmon says it was from here that he received 
word that Lewis and Clarke, the explorers, were on their 
way to the Rocky Mountains. The Indians about this post 
were very troublesome, and on April 10th, 1805, a large
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party of Crees and Assiniboines encamped about the fort 
and threatened the traders, throwing bullets over the pali
sades, while shouting to the people to pick them up as they 
would need them in a few days, but they did not finally 
attack it. The fort was on a high bank of the Assiniboine 
(called Upper Red River, by Harmon,) and overlooked the 
plain around to a great extent. Buffalo and antelopes were 
o be seen frequently from the fort. On our late maps may 
be found a Boss Creek and Boss Hill in this locality, and 
no doubt Basse has given place to Boss, as an English pro- 
nounciation of a French word.

In October 1804, Harmon was at the mouth of the 
Qu’Appelle, where the N. VV. Co. and X. Y . Co. had each a 
fort, the first being in charge of a Mr. Poitras. Up the 
Qu’Appelle at the Fishing Lakes, both companies had posts, 
which were abandoned in 1804.

Far up the Assiniboine Ft. Alexandria was built on a 
small rise of ground, with a plain, about tea miles long and 
two broad, stretching along the river opposite, and having a 
background of clumps of birch, poplar, aspen and pine. The 
enclosure was sixteen rods in length, by twelve in breadth. 
The houses were well built, plastered within and without, and 
washed over with a white earth. It was situated in north 
latitude 52°, west longitude 103°.

In June, 1801, the fort was prepared for an attack of the 
Fall River or Gros Ventre Indians. It was strengthened, 
block houses built over the gates and the bastions put in or
der, the Crees and Assiniboines having gone to attack the 
Gros Ventres, and a return visit was expected.

Many trading posts were supplied from this fort, which, 
until the last year it was occupied, received its supplies from 
Lake Superior, via Lakes Manitoba, Winnipegoosis and 
Swan Lake. It was abandoned 28th April, 1805. Word 
was received here only in February, 1805, that a coalition 
had taken place in Montreal the previous autumn between
the N. W. and X. Y . Companies.
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The X. Y . Co. and the H. B. Co. had a number of small 
posts between Swan Lake and the Assiniboine. One fort 
was at Bird Mountain, another at Swan Lake which Har
mon says was near the site of a post of the H. B. Co., aban
doned several years previous to 1800. A  number of trading 
houses of the different companies were scattered along the 
Assiniboine from Brandon up to the head waters. Macken
zie’s map of 1801, showing Thornburne House, Grant’s 
House, Marlboro House and Carlton House at different 
points above Brandon. Dog Hill, Moose River, and Turtle 
Hills are mentioned by Thompson, 1797, and still retain 
these names. Arrowsmith’s map of 1857 shows Birdstail 
Fort at the mouth of that little stream, near Fort Ellice, and 
Fort Hibernia on the head waters of the Assiniboine above 
Fort Pelly. Fort Ellice has been called Beaver Creek Fort, 
as the post is situated near Beaver Creek, a mile or two below 
the mouth of the Qu’Appelle. There is no doubt that the 
remarkable echo noticed by all who have been in the valley 
of the lower Qu’Appelle has given rise to that river’s name. 
The Earl of Southesk writes that there is a tradition that an 
Indian paddling his canoe down the river heard a loud voice 
calling to him, and that after he had searched for the person 
whom he supposed had called to him, he again was saluted 
with a loud noise. He informed his Indian friends of this 
strange occurence and they ever afterwards bestowed on it 
the name of “ Who Calls.”

Fort Ellice likely takes its name from the Hon. Edward 
Ellice, who was chiefly instrumental in bringing the H. B, Co. 
and the N. W. Co. into one corporate body.

There is a tradition amongst the French half-breeds that 
the White Horse Plain, about fifteen miles up the Assini
boine from Winnipeg receives its name from a white horse 
which roamed around in that district, many years ago, and 
which could not be approached, though many persons had 
endeavored to capture him. I received this tradition from a 
French trader some years ago, when travelling in the Sas
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katchewan country, but cannot vouch for its authenticity.
Sturgeon Creek evidently gets its name from the presence 

of sturgeon. Harmon in 1805 writes that the Assiniboine 
River being very low and they having a number of boats 
and canoes, the brigade drove the sturgeon upon the sand 
banks, where there is little water, near Pine Creek, and had 
no difficulty in killing any number of them they desired.

Harmon (1805) in describing the Forks where the Upper 
and Lower Red River formed a junction, i. e. the Assiniboine 
and Red River, mentions that,"the country around is pleasant, 
the soil appears to be excellent, and it is tolerably well tim
bered with oak, basswood, walnut, elm, poplar, aspen, birch, 
etc. grape vines and plum trees are also seen.”

The Sand Hills near Melbourne Station on the C. P. R. 
were known by the Indians as the Manitou Hills, from the 
fact that the grass covering them, in places was so scant, that 
they retained no snow during the winter ; which pheno
menon the Indians regarded as preternatural and fixed that 
idea in the name. This is on the authority of Thompson of 
the N. W. Co.

Lake Manitoba was in 1740 called Lac des Prairies and 
later on, Lake of the Meadows. The word Manitoba is said 
by Pere Lacombe, an excellent authority cn the Cree lan
guage, to be derived from Manitowapaw, supernatural or god
like. Other authorities say it means “the place where the 
spirit dwells,” alluding to the narrows of Lake Manitoba, 
where the water seldom, if ever freezes over, owing to the 
presence of springs or its rapid motion at that point.

Verendrye, about 1739, leaving Fort La Reine. pushed up 
through Lake Manitoba, established Fort Dauphin on the 
lake of that name, and Fort Bourbon on the Saskatchewan, 
near its mouth.

Winnipegoosis means Little Winnipeg. The Saskat
chewan (contraction of Kisiskatchewan) was called by the 
French Poskoyac, or Pasquayah. Henry, in 1776, says the
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lower part of the river was called Bourbon and the upper 
Pasquayah.

Fort Poscoiac, on Sturgeon Lake, was built before 1775. 
Bourgainville, under that date, gives its situation.

Cumberland. House on Sturgeon Lake, was established by 
Samuel Herne as a H. B. Co. post in 1774, and was the first 
trading house of that company on the waters flowing into 
Lake Winnipeg. The N. W. Co. had a post there in 1806, 
according to Henry.

Ft. des Prairies farther up the river was in use by the 
French prior to 1757, when Bongainville describes it. A  
Mr. Cadotte of Sault St Marie traded there in 1775 and the 
place seems to have been frequented for many years after 
that, as Harmon in 1805 still mentioned it as a N. W. Co’s, 
post of considerable importance. Henry says in 1775, that 
four different interests were struggling for the Indian trade. 
Fort a la Corne was built in 1753 by Mon. de la Come who 
commanded all the posts in the Interior. Henry says Fort 
St. Louis of the N. W. Co. was a short distance above the 
old French fort, and it was abandoned in 1805. He says 
that some years before agricultural implements and carriage 
wheels were found there. Mackenzie writes that James 
Findlay was there about 1769, and it was then the last of the 
French settlements being called Nipawee. Nepivva, means 
“wet place.”

Hudson House between Carlton and the Forks. Carl
ton and Manchester Houses farther up on the North Branch 
were established about 1797. Edmonton about 1795 and 
Fort Pitt 1831.

Ft. Providence on the island near the forks, and Sturgeon 
F't. just above Providence, the sites of which were visited 
by Henry in 1808. Net Setting River F't. where Henry, 
found in 1808, the remains of a whole range of forts, were 
trading houses below Carlton,

The fort which was at the Eagle Hill Creek was burned
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by the Crees in 1780 after a fight, and Henry found it a 
heap of ruins in 1800.

Fort Brule, which was the scene of an attack in 1793 by 
the Gros Ventres Indians, when they burned the H. B. Co. 
post, but were beaten off from the N. W. Co’s house, was 
situated about the Battle River.

Fort Vermillion, of the N. W. Co., in 1809 had within its 
walls 36 men, 27 women and 67 children. It was situated 
in a bottom land directly opposite the Vermillion River. 
The H. B. Co. had a post at this place in 180S, in charge of 
Hallette and Longmore. Henry mentions the interchange 
of visits between the establishments.

Fort George, in ruins in 1809, was on the north side of 
the Saskatchewan, above the Moose River, which flows 
from the hills of the same name.

Fort Augustus was a three days’ journey above Ver
million, and here there was also a post of the H. B. Co. in 
1808. Henry describes the visit of a hundred Blood Ind
ians to trade at the two forts. From the description given 
it would appear that this place was wkere Edmonton now 
stands, lhough I cannot find in Henry any names given to 
the forts of the H. B. Co.

In 1820-21 the H. B. Co. had only the following stations 
on the Saskatchewan River: Edmonton, Carlton and Cum
berland. The N. W. Co. had Augustus, Rocky Mountain 
House and Cumberland.

South Branch House was about 1 5 miles across by land 
from the North Branch, and 120 miles above the Forks, as 
described by Harmon. It was first established in 1791 by 
the H. B. Coy., but in 1794 the Gros Ventres destroyed the 
H. B. Coy. fort and attacked the post of the N. W. Coy. at 
the same point, but were driven off with loss. New forts 
were built in 1804, six miles above the old site.

The French in 1752 ascended the Saskatche.van, likely 
the South Branch, and built Ft. Jonquiere at the foot of the
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Rocky Mountains, but the post was not maintained. It is 
supposed to have been about the site of Calgary.

The Bow River is said to take its name from the wood 
found on portions of its banks which was suitable for the 
manufacture of bows. It is more likely that it derives its 
name from the curve taken by the river in its course.

Belly River was so named from the Gros Ventres Indians 
who lived in that locality.

Elbow River gets its name from its shape.
Battle River is said by Bishop Tache to have been the 

scene of many a contest between the Crees and Blackfeet, 
and takes the name in consequence.

Chesterfield House was established by the Hudson Bay 
Co. in 1822, at the Forks of the Red Deer and South Branch 
but it was deserted after a few years, as the Blackfeet attack
ed the traders on several occasions and killed a number of 
them.

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 5 t

P L A C E  D ’A R M E S — M O N T R EA L.
“ Who knows it not, whose feet have passed 

The sober precincts where 
Within the city stern and vast,

There blooms one bright parterre.”

— I have another proof that we can never be too sure of 
local facts. I was always told that the picturesque old block 
house on St. Helen’s, at the highest point of the island, and 
overlooking the wild gorge, was built at the time of the 
Fenian raids. I have, indeed, said as much in different 
writings. It now appears that the interesting relic was set 
up during the rebellion of 1837-38 by the late George Tate, 
buried a few days ago. As such, the old building ought to 
be religiously preserved.— Laclede.
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OBITUARY.
We have a painful duty to perform in recording the loss by death, during 

the year just closed, of two of the oldest members of the Society.

M r . THOS. D. K IN G .

In the death of Mr. King on Saturday, November Sth 1884, there passed 
away one of the best known figures in Montreal. Mr. King was 65 years of 
age ; his youth and early manhood passed in his native city, Bristol, England. 
He came to Montreal in 1858, with Mr. Blackwell in connection with the V ic
toria Bridge, on whieh he was employed for a period in a scientific capacity. 
We have heard him boast with pride, that time had not shown any estimable 
fractional difference from his calculations as to the contraction and expansion 
of the great tube. He had been connected with every society in Montreal 
having for its object the cultivation of art and literature. He was a charter 

member of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, and one of its most 
active and earnest helpers. He was an enthusiastic worker in connection with 
the Caxton Celebration, held in 1877, under the auspices of the Society, a 
work which was most congenial to the tastes of our deceased friend. His 
devotion to the literature of Shakespeare is well-known, and he was, perhaps, 
the best Shakespearian scholar in Canada, and was foremost in founding 
the Shakespeare Gold Medal for English literature in McGill University. We 
are glad to record that through the kindness of friends, his collection of editions 
of the works of Shakespeare and all manner of works bearing on the great 
dramatist, have been donated to the University Library.

Mr. King maintained to the end, his love for letters and members of the 
press, among whom he was familiarly known as “ Rex,”  (his favorite nom de 
plum e) and amongst his host of friends his memory will long be held in 
affectionate remembrance.

Mr. GEO RGE AU G U STU S HOLMES.

On December 29th 1884, our friend died at the too early age of 61 years. 
Mr. Holmes was an earnest fellow worker, and a sincere well-wisher to the 
Society; until feebleness of health came upon him, no one was more regular 
in attendance at its meetings. He had served for several years as Secretary 
and Treasurer, and during the before-mentioned Caxton Exhibition he did 
giants-work in connection with the arrangements of its multifarious details. 
He at all times worked most cordially with his fellow members and bore the 
“ white blossom of a blameless life.”  He was the son ot Mr. Benjamin Holmes, 
formerly of the Bank of Montreal, Member for the city in Parliament, and 
at the time of his death, Collector of Customs.

Of our departed friends, we may say, "P a y  nobile fratru m ,”  and in the 
words of a worthy colleague we repeat, “ Those who knew them best, loved 
them most.”

A
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V ol. X II. A pril, 1885. No. 2.

T H E  R E T U R N  O F M O N TG O M ERY’S R E M A IN S  
TO NEW  Y O R K .

[H E body of General Montgomery remained in 
Quebec for forty-three years. It was then 
brought to New York, in compliance with a spe
cial act of the Legislature * * *

Governor Clinton had directed the Adjutant-General, with 
Colonel Van Rensselaer and a detachment of cavalry, to ac
company the remains to New York. They left Whitehall 
on the 2nd of July, arriving at Albany on the 4th, Great 
preparations had been made to receive the remains with all 
possible splendor and eclat. The procession moved through 
all the principal streets of Albany, escorted by the military 
under arms, joined by an immense concourse of citizens. 
The remains were laid in state in the Capitol. In every 
village on the route similar honors had been paid to the 
memory of the gallant Montgomery. The skeleton had 
been placed in a magnificent coffin, which had been sent by 
the Governor. On the 6th of July, at nine o’clock in the 
morning, a procession, perhaps still larger than the first, ac
companied the coffin to the steamer “ Richmond,” on beard
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of which it was put with a large military escort. The boat 
floated down for several miles under the discharge of minute 
guns from both shores. It was astonishing to observe the 
strong sympathies which were everywhere evoked by the 
arrival of these sacred remains. The degree of enthusiasm 
that prevailed and the patriotic feeling that evinced itself re
flected credit on the State of New York, and not a voice 
was heard in disapproval of the tributes of respects thus 
paid to the memory of this hero of the Revolution.

Governor Clinton had informed Mrs. Montgomery that 
the body of the General would pass down the Hudson ; 
by the aid of a glass she could see the boat pass Montgom 
ery Place, her estate near Barrytown. I give her own quaint 
and touching terms as she describes the mournful pageant 
in a letter to her niece. “A t length,” she wrote, “they came 
by, with all that remained of a beloved husban d, who left 
me in the bloom of manhood, a perfect being. Alas ! how 
did he return ? However gratifying to my heart, yet to my 
feelings every pang I felt, was renewed. The pomp with 
which it was conducted added to my woe ; when the steam
boat passed with slow and solemn movement, stopping before 
myhouse, the troops under arms, the Dead March from the 
muffled drum, the mournful music, the splendid coffin cano
pied with crape and crowned with plumes, you may con
ceive my anguish ; I cannot describe it.”

A t Mrs. Montgomery’s own request she was left alone up
on the porch when the “ Richmond” went by. Forty-three 
years had elapsed since she had parted with her husband at 
Saratoga. Emotions too agitating for her advanced years 
overcame her at this trying moment. She fainted, and 
was found in an insensible condition after the boat had pass
ed on its way. Yet the first wish of her heart was realized, 
after years of deferred hope, and she wrote to her brother, 
in New Orleans, “ I am satisfied. What more could I wish 
than the high honor that has been conferred on the ashes of
my poor soldier ?”
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The remains were finally interred in New Y o  k on the־-
8th of July, 1 8 18, beneath the monument in front of S t  
Paul’s Church, This monument was designed and execu
ted in France, ordered by Benjamin Franklin.

M ONTGOM ERY’S LA ST  M EETIN G  W ITH HIS W IFE.

With such feelings of ardent devotion did Montgomery 
give himself up to the cause of American liberty, that when 
called upon by Congress to quit the retirement of his farm 
in order to become one of the first eight brigadier-generals, 
he wrote to a friend “that the honour, though entirely un
expected and undeserved, he felt to be the will of an op
pressed people, which must be obeyed;“ and he accordingly 

went immediately into active service.
Mrs. Montgomery accompanied him on his way as far as 

Saratoga. In after-years their parting was described as 
follows by his brother-in-law Edward Livingston, who was 
at the time a boy of eleven. It was just before General 
Montgomery left for Canada. We were only three in the 
room— he, my sister, and myself. He was sitting in a mus
ing attitude between his wife, who sad and silent seemed 
to be reading the future, and myself, whose childish admir
ation was divided between the glittering uniform and the 
martial bearing of him who wore it. Suddenly the silence 
was broken by Montgomery’s deep voice, repeating the line. 
“Tis a mad world, my masters.’ ‘I once thought so, he 
continued ; ‘now׳ I know it.’ The tone, the words, the cir
cumstances,■  overawed me, and I noiselessly retired. I have 
since reflected upon the hearing of this quotation, forcing it
self upon the young soldier at that moment. Perhaps he 
might have been contrasting the sweet quiet of the life he 
held in his grasp with the tumults and perils of the camp 
which he had resolved to seek without one regretful glance 
at what he was leaving behind. These were the last words 
I heard from his lips, and I never saw him more. ״ —Louise 
Livingston Hunt, in H arper's Magazine.
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D U Q U E SN E 'S  OHIO EX P E D IT IO N .

From  Francis Parkm an's "M ontcalm!'

W A R D S the end of the spring of 1753 the van
guard of the expedition sent by Duquesne to 
occupy the Ohio, landed at Presquisle, where 
Erie now stands. This route to the Ohio, far 

better than that which Céloron had followed, was a new dis
covery to the French ; and Duquesne called the harbor “the 
finest in Nature.” Here they built a fort of squared chest
nut logs, and when it was finished they cut a road of several 
leagues through the woods to Riviere aux Bœufs, now 
French Creek. A t the farther end of this road they began 
another wooden fort and called it Fort Le Bœuf. Thence, 
when the water was high, they could descend French Creek 
to the Alleghany, and follow that stream to the main current 
of the Ohio.

It was heavy work to carry the cumbrous load of baggage 
across the portages. Much of it is said to have been super
fluous, consisting of velvets, silks, and other useless and cost
ly articles, sold to the King at enormous prices as necessaries 
of the expedition. The weight of the task fell on the Can
adians, who worked with cheerful hardihood, and did their 
part to admiration. Marin, commander of the■  expedition, 
a gruff, choleric old man of sixty-three, but full of force and 
capacity, spared himself so little that he was struck down 
with dysentery, and refusing to be sent home to Montreal was 
before long in a dying state. His place was taken by Pean 
of whose private character there is little good to be said, 
but whose conduct as an officer was such that Duquesne calls 
him a prodigy of talents and zeal ! The subalterns deserve
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no such praise. They disliked the service, and made no 
secret of their discontent. Rumors of it filled Montreal, and 
Duquesne wrote to Marin : “ I am surprised that you have 
not told me of this change. Take note of the sullen and 
discouraged faces about you. This sort are worse than 
useless. Rid yourself of them at once ; send them to 
Montreal, that I may make an example of them.” Pean 
wrote at the end of September that Marin was in extremity ; 
and the governor, disturbed and alarmed, for he knew the 
value of the sturdy old officer, looked anxiously for a suc
cessor. He chose another veteran, Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, 
who had just returned from a journey of exploration towards 
the Rocky Mountains, and whom Duquesne now ordered to 
the Ohio.

Meanwhile the effects of the expedition had already justi
fied it. A t first the Indians of the Ohio had shown a bold 
front. One of them, a chief, whom the English called the 
Half-King, came to P'ort Le Bœuf and ordered the French 
to leave the country; but was received by Marin with such 
contemptuous haughtiness that he went home shedding tears 
of rage and mortification. The western tribes were daunted. 
The Miamis, but yesterday fast friends of the English, made 
humble submission to the French, and offered them two 
English scalps to signalize their repentance; while the Sacs, 
Pottawattamies, and Ojibwas were loud in professions of 
devotion. Even the Iroquis, Delawares and Shawanoes on 
the Alleghany had come to the French camp and offered 
their help in carrying the baggage. It needed but persever
ance and success in the enterprise to win over every tribe 
from the mountains to the Mississippi. To accomplish this 
and to curb the English, Duquesne had planned a third fort, 
at the juncture of the French Creek with the Alleghany, or 
at some point lower down ; then leaving the three posts Well 
garrisoned, Pean was to descend the Ohio with the whole
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remaining force, impose terror on the wavering tribes, and 
complete their conversion. Both plans were thwarted ; the 
fort was not built, nor did Fean descend the Ohio. Fevers, 
lung diseases, and scurvy made deadly havoc among troops 
and Canadians, that the dying Marin saw with bitterness 
that his work must be left half done. Three hundred of the 
best men were kept to garrison Forts Presquisle and Le Bceuf; 
and then, as winter approached, the rest were sent back to 
Montreal. When they arrived, the Governor was shocked 
at their altered looks. “ I reviewed them, and could not help 
being touched by the pitiable state to which fatigues and 
exposures had reduced them. Past all doubt, if these emaci
ated figures had gone down the Ohio as intended, the river 
would have been strewn with corpses, and the evil-disposed 
savages would not have failed to attack the survivors, seeing 
that they were but spectres.”

58 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

A  R A R E  MAP.
ONG the recent acquisitions to the collection of 
ancient and curious works in the Legislative 
Library at the Ontario Parliament Building is an 
atlas printed in London somewhere just before 

the beginning of the last century. The title page calls it “A  
new sett of m a p s  both of Ancient and Present G E O G R A P 
H Y, wherein not only the L A T IT U D E  and LO N G ITU D E of 
many places are Corrected according to the latest Observa
tions; but also the most remarkable Differences of A N T1EN T 

and PR ESE N T  GEOGRAPHY may be quickly discerned by a 
bare inspection or comparing of correspondent M APS; which 
seems to be the most natural and easy method to teach young 
students (for whose use the Work is principally intended) 
unto a competent knowledge of the geographical science, 
by Edward Wells. D.D., sometime student of Christ Church,
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Oxon., and late Rector of Cotesbach in Leicestershire.” 
Each of the 41 maps bears a dedication to “ His Highness 
William Duke of Gloucester, the young son of Princess 
Anne, who died in the year 1700, and as he was only 17 years 
of age at that time, the work could only have been pre
pared a very few years previously. All the maps in the col
lection are curious, to say the least, but the most peculiar arc 
those relating to America. The map of North America has 
been laid out according to Mercator’s projection, as far as 
latitude is concerned, but longitudinally this is changed to 
the regular method, giving the map an even more distorted 
appearance than it naturally would have with the errors 
which have been made.

Among the blunders are the placing of the eastern ex
tremity, Newfoundland, in the 450 of latitude, instead of the 
52° and Cape Charles, the eastern point of Labrador, is 
placed in the same 45,0 instead of the 50.° Iceland is repre
sented as a long narrow island extending from 5' to the 21° 
west longitude, instead of from 15° to 25“, bat these are 
comparatively small matters. The extreme eastern point 
of the continent is at the 45th degree ; the western is un
known, but must have extended almost back to Europe, a 
Cape San Eugenio in Lower California is given at the 145 
or 30° west of its proper location. The source of the Mes- 
chesapi or Mississipi River is given in longitude west from 
Greenwich 125° so as to throw the western boundary of On
tario from Cape Beale, in Vancouver Island, north, thus 
taking in nearly half the island. Illinois Lake, or Lake 
Michigan, is apparently by far the largest of the great lakes 
with an extreme breadth of over 500 miles. Traci or Upper 
Lake, as Lake Superior is called, is shown as being the 
same size as Lake Huron and Erie, and Lake Ontario is 
given as about one-fourth the size of the latter. Lake Tis 
magaming is shown as the source of the Saguenay and

Original from
U N IV E R S IT Y  O F W IS C O N S INGoogleDigitized by



THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN6o

of the Rupert Rivers. The Ottawa River on the map re
ceives the waters of !Hudson Bay and of Lake Huron to 
carry to the St. Lawrence, and there was apparently no

Five towns only appear to have been settled in what is 
now Canada. Port Royal and Touquemet, the latter now 
called Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, then called New-Scotland 
Brest, extreme eastern point of Labrador; Tadousacand 
Quebec. The errors which are observable in the northern 
are reproduced in the southern part of the map. Baltimore 
town is given as being some distance north of P.nladelphia 
and Plymouth is much nearer to Boston than is Charles
town. The Appalachian Mountains nearly due east and 
west on the map, through what are now the States of Ohio 
Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, thence across the Mississippi, 
and trending southward into New-Mexico. Lower Califor
nia is an island and the upper part of the island is called 
New-Albion. New-Orleans would appear to have been
just founded, as there is an island shown at the mouth of 
Mississippi called New French Settlement, but the mouth 
of the river is no nearer being in its position than the source, 
it being shown at the extreme northwestern corner of the 
 Gulf of Mexico.” One more reference to the north may־•
be allowed. “Frobisher’s” Straits are given as being south 
of “Green Land” and James Bay is divided into two parts, 
one of which is called James and the other Hudson Bay. 
Carolina is credited with possessing a lake as large as On
tario, and the Susquehanna River is represented as running 
due north and in an exactly straight line. Many of the 
towns in Mexico are located tolerably accurately, but the 
lay of the country is terribly out of proportion. Other maps 
in the atlas are equally interesting to lovers of the curious 
and will well repay a comparison by those who have time

knowledge of Niagara Falls.

and opportunity.
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U N IV E R S IT Y  O F W IS C O N S IN



6 iANU NUMISMATIC JOURNAL.

MONEY AND MEDALS OF CANADA UNDER THE OLD REGIME.
Continued from  Page 12.

|OW as to the medals. During the reigns of Louis 
XIV and XV, medals were struck to commemo
rate every conceivable event in the life of these 
kings or the history of the nation. And yet 

very few have any direct reference to Canada. The earliest 
of these is one struck in 1658, in honor of the Duke de 
Dampville, who is thereon entitled Viceroy of America. 
The legend on the reverse, “ For out of thee shall come a 
ruler that shall rule my people” indicates the extent of 
the laudations and of flattery expressed in those times 
towards those in prominent positions.

The title or position of Viceroy of the French Colonies in 
America was an honorary one and seems to have been insti
tuted by Champlain in 1612. Filled with his project of colo
nizing Canada and hampered by the indifference of the gov
ernment he, while on his way to Paris, conceived the idea 
that a powerful protector must be had for the new colony ; one 
that could push its interests at court amid rival intrigues. On 
his arrival he unfolded his designs to Charles de Bourbon 
Conte de Soissons expatiating on the wonderful prospects and 
great extent of New France. Soissons, having obtained the 
consent of the King, became guardian of the French New 
World, and was made Lieutenant General of the colony, with 
viceregal powers. Champlain accepted a position under him 
as lieutenant, but scarcely had the commission been signed 
when the Count died. Henri de Bourbon, Prince de Condé 
was then appointed to the vacant protectorship, which honor 
he held until he was imprisoned in 1620 when he sold his 
viceroyalty to Henri II Duc de Montmorency, for eleven thou
sand crowns. Montmorency soon becoming tired of the 
annoyances of the position sold it to Aimé de Levi, Duc de 
Vetandour. From him it passed to his fourth son Francois 
Christoph de Levi, Duc de Dampville. In November 1644, 
he was appointed by letters patent which were confirmed in 
1645. He held the position until August 1660.
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None of the Viceroys ever lived in Canada and only one, De 
Tracy, visited the colony ; their office being mainly to watch 
over its affairs at the court; and yet at one time the appoint
ment must have been a profitable one or it would not have 
changed hands at such a high figure.

The Kebeca liberata medal, as the one next in order is 
called, was struck on the receipt of the news of the success
ful defence of Quebec against the attack of Sir William 
Phipps in 1690. The circumstances of the affair may be 
briefly stated as follows :— The people of New England, 
determined to drive the French out of Canada, made prep- 
rations for an attack on Quebec and Montreal. The expedi
tion against Quebec, comprising thirty four ships and two 
thousand volunteers under Phipps, sailed from Boston on the 
19th of August, reaching Quebec on the 16th of October. 
Phipps on his arrival sent Frontenac a summons to surrender. 
The governor’s reply to the English commander’s messenger 
was “Return sir, and tell your General that the muzzle of my 
cannon will forthwith bear my answer to the rude summons 
he has sent me.” The batteries at once opened on his ships 
and although Sir William attempted to capture the town by 
strategy, he had to return vanquished, leaving the artillery 
he had landed, as a prize to the French. This medal re
presents France as a female, surrounded with battle trophies, 
seated on a rock which rises out of the sea, at her feet is 
a beaver with the legend “France in the new world con
queror.”

Another medal, commemorative of the foundation and 
fortification of Louisbourg, was struck in 1720. Louisbourg 
was built as an outpost for the protection of Canadian ship
ping and as a harbour of refuge for the fishing fleet in those 
troublesome times. Claims and counter claims were con
stantly being made of exclusive rights to the Gulf fisheries. 
Under these circumstances there was much need of such a 
fortress especially as a chronic state of warfare existed between 
the French and English colonists. There was much pleasure
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felt in the completion of these fortifications, and Louisbourg 
was after Quebec, considered the most impregnable point on 
the continent. Under these circumstances its completion 
was well worthy thus to be commemorated. The reverse 
of the medal gives a good view of the harbour with the town 
and fortifications. Its capitulation to Admiral Boscawen, 
after a brief siege, was a surprise to the French depressing 
them so greatly that the final conquest of Canada was 
much facilitated thereby. The consequent joy of the Eng
lish was such that no less than twelve different medals were

Another medal was struck for distribution as rewards 
among the friendly Indian chiefs. In making treaties with 
the Indian tribes it was customary to present the chiefs with 
belts of wampum. But as wampum after a time was not so 
highly esteemed, medals, the ornamental money of the Euro
pean, were substituted ; and no treaty was consummated or 
friendly chief rewarded without the presentation of medals.

As throwing some light on the subject, the following letter, 
dated September 21st, 1722, from Governor Vaudreuil may 
be quoted :—“ I have received the letter that the council 
has honored me with and the twelve medals with the portrait 
of the King, eight small and four large ones. I have con
tinued to be careful not to lavish this favor too freely among 
the Indians and to give them only to those who deserve 
them by their services to the nation and to those whom I de
sire to bind to our interests by this mark of honor.’’ 
Again on the 25th of August 1727 the Marquis de Beauharnois 
writes “ since the death of M. de Vaudreuil, the Jesuits have 
have not asked for medals for the chiefs * * * The
Rev. Father de la Chase, to whom the Marquis de Vaudreuil 
had given one, tells me it is absolutely necessary to procure 
some more. I have received proofs of this. The Indians 
from above, when they come down to Montreal, would 
not relieve me from promising them to several who have 
served us well among their tribes, I pray you to enable me to

Original from
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satisfy these savages and send me a dozen small medals and 
six large ones.” In connection with the above an extract 
from a letter, written by Mother Mary in 1723, may be 
quoted, as the medal is therein described. After mentioning 
the Indians she states that:— Louis X IV  had sent several 
silver medals of considerable size, on one side of which was 
his portrait, and on the Other that of the Dauphin, his son, and 
the three princes, children of the latter, to be given to those 
who should distinguish themselves in war. To them has 
since been attached a flame coloured ribbon four fingers in 
breadth and the whole decoration is highly prized by them. 
* *  * When any chief dies he is honorably buried, a
detachment of troops parade, several volleys of musketry are 
fired over his grave and on his coffin are laid a sword crossed 
with its scabbard and the medal under consideration fastened 
upon them.” Some years ago a silver medal answering to 
the above description was found in the posession of an old 
Huron Indian living at Lorette near Quebec. This medal 
bears the date 1693, about which time it may have been given 
to a Huron chief. It therefore must have continued in the 
posession of this family for over one hundred and fifty years. 
These medals were prized by the Indians as bearing the 
image of the great white father, over the Ocean, and his 
illustrious sons. It was in fact a letter from him conveying 
his message to them, his children, telling them as plainly as 
did the wampum belt of old, of the greatness of the French 
King and people, and of the benefits they would receive as 
their allies.

This medal is described in the catalogue of the Musee 
Monctaire, Paris 1833 with the heading “Naissance du Due 
de B erry !' But, as the Duke was born in 1686, and the medal 
in question struck in 1693, there cannot be any doubt that 
the heading is wrorig and that the medal was struck especially 
for the Indians. There is a small medal similar in appearance 
which bears the date of his birth. This may be the small 
medal alluded to by the Governors in their letters quoted
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above, which, while originally struck in commemoration of 
the birth of the young Duke, was afterwards used in reward
ing the minor Indian chiefs.

In the reign of Louis X V  another medal was struck for 
distribution among the friendly Indians, on the obverse were 
the bust and titles of the King while the reverse represent
ed two ancient warriors clasping hands. The one to the 
right with a plumed helmet and dressed in the Roman 
toga, represents France, while the one to the left having no 
other covering than a loose drapery probably represents 
the Indian allies. The inscription Honos ct Virtus indicates 
that the recipient was rewarded for an honorable and brave 
act. One or two of these medals have been found among the 
Indians here. And the absence of all mention of it in the 
catalogue of the Muscc Monetairc clearly proves that it was 
struck for the Canadian Indians.

Medals were struck commemorative of other events, more 
or less remotely connected with the history of Canada, such 
as the formation of the Compagnie des hides, and the treaties 
that effected the changes in Canadian boundaries. But, as 
their connection with Canada is only secondary, it is un
necessary to enumerate them here.

Another series of numismatic mementoes relating to Can
ada are the colonial jetons that were struck during the last 
decade of the Old Regime As it was almost impossible to 
work out the simplest question in arithmetic by the old 
forms of notation, aids were soon adopted, and these in an
cient times took the forms of plain discs of bone or horn . 
In medimval times, counters struck in metal, were first issued 
in France, where they were called jetons from jetter to cast 
up or reckon accounts. A complete set did not amount to 
over a hundred with which the most complex arithmetical 
problems could be worked out. The earliest specimens, 
which made their appearance about the middle of the 
twelfth century, were rudely struck often without legend 
and occasionally with roughly executed and unintelligible
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device. Later specimens were much improved as works of 
art and often commemorated some local historical incident 
in the history of town or province in which they were issued. 
But with the general adoption of the Arabic form of notation, 
their original use declined. Still jetons continued to be struck 
in France long after their use as counters had been aband
oned and impressions in silver, and occasionally in 
gold, were given as presents to patrons, governors and other 
persons of influence. Every department of the government, 
every prince and duke, every province and town, every abbey 
and company, once, if notoftener, in their history, had com
memorative jetons struck for presentation to their patrons.

Although Pinkerton in his “Essay on Medals” states that 
jetons were counted worthless by higher numismaticians, 
and also warns young collectors against being deceived into 
purchasing them, believing them to be rare antiques, they 
are much sought after by modern collectors, especially in 
France. Many old costumes and manners are graphically 
pictured, and many an event in local history brought to 
light, by means of these jetons. Local collections of them 
are often valuable aids in compiling the history of towns 
and provinces.

Jetons relating to Canada were first struck in 175 i,and the 
emission of a new design continued annually, until 1758, 
making eight designs in all. These all have titles and bust of 
Louis X V  on the obverse, while on the reverse was depicted 
allegorical design and legend referring to the progress of the 
colonies and colonization. The inscription “ Colonies Fran - 
caises dc 1 'Amerique," more or less abreviated, together 
with the date, always occurs in exergue. These devices are 
often full of meaning and may be explained thus :—That 
on the jeton of 175 1, which represents an Indian looking 
backwards towards a group of lilies growing,'of which the 
inscription states that “They grow under every constellation” 
or in every clime, alludes to the lilies of France, that is the 
progress and extent of her colonies that were being estab-
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Iished all over the world. The jeton of 1752, which has a 
figure of Mercury flying towards the western shores with 
the legend “ He makes commerce for both worlds,” indicates 
that the colonizing policy of the King of France had won 
derfully enlarged the commerce of his people making an 
entirely new avenue for trade. On that issued in 1753, the 
sun is represented as shining on the two hemispheres, about 
which the legend states “ One enough for both." That is 
the benign reign of the King of F ranсe is sufficient for both 
the old and the new world, and that the whole of the west
ern hemisphere should be blessed with the prosperous gov
ernment of the French King. In the 1754 piece a repre
sentation is given of three beavers at work on the bank of 
a stream, while beyond the stream is a plantation of Indian 
corn growing. The inscription “ Not inferior to metals" in
dicates that although many adventurers, fired with the re
ports of the wonderful stores of precious metals found in the 
Spanish colonies, had come to Canada expecting that it 
too overflowed with such wealth, had been sadly disap
pointed, yet the fur trade and the pursuit of agriculture were 
not inferior to the silver of Mexico and Peru as a source of 
true wealth. On the jeton of 1755 is an ancient galley, 
that of Jason, it would appear, bringing home the golden 
fleece. The inscription “ not more common than the golden” 
is another allusion to fur trade shewing that its pursuit was 
as difficult and as beset with dangers and that the reward 
might be as great as was Jason’s. The jeton issued in 1756 
represents a swarm of bees passing from one hive to another, 
regarding which the legend states that “ They change their 
seat but not their mind.” This refers to the hiving off of 
the superabundant population of Old France as colonists in 
New France, and that they remained as true and loyal 
citizens as before. Another issued in 1757 has for device 
Mars and Neptune on a shell floating towards the western 
shore and states that “The remotest earth is preparing 
victories.” This may be regarded as an empty boast when
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we know how soon the Empire of France was dismembered, 
for defeats rather than conquests and victories, was in store 
for her. The last, issued in 1758, has a representation of a 
number of birds flying towards a rock bound coast. The 
inscription states that, there was, “The same valor beyond 
the seas,” commemorating the valor of the Canadians in de
fending their country against great odds and under such 
straitened circumstances. Each of the eight reverses occur 
with one or more different obverses, which makes the total 
number of varieties about thirty four. It is not likely 
that any were sent to Canada at the time of issue, as they 
were unknown to Canadian Numismatists, until a few years 
ago when they were brought to our notice by a German 
catalogue of North American coins and medals, where they 
were described and classified as Canadian. Since then the 
interest manifested in them has so continued to increase 
that there is hardly a Canadian Cabinet of importance that 
does not contain one or more varieties ; and specimens to 
supply the demand are constantly being imported from 
France at high and higher prices. Some of the varieties 
are very rare but others especially those of 175 1 and 1755 
are easily to be obtained. They are mementoes of the 
days of patronage, and bring us back to a time when the 
nod of approval of some great man and the propitiation of a 
host of sycophant courtiers was considered necessary to the 
success of an enterprise. These colonial jetons, struck for 
presentation to such, open up before us the intrigues and 
frivolous etiquette of a dilettante court through which those 
ardent spirits—the colonists of New France— had to push 
their claims for support against ovewhelming odds, in the 
struggle for the supremacy of their race on this continent.

From this Numismatic history we learn that the 
instability of their circulating medium was to the early Can
adians their greatest trouble. It was an ever recuting one. 
And while they, unlike the New England Colonists, had no 
heavy irresponsible taxation grievance ; this their special one
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grew and multiplied. Through their own unthriftiness and 
love of dress they lost their specie having to accept the card 
money as a substitute which in time became worthless. 
While considering these mementoes o f our past we are 
brought back to those stirring times when the destinies of 
Canada were moulded ; back to the heroic days of Jacques 
Cartier, Champlain, La Salle and the discoverers of the 
Great West; and we learn that through this money difficulty 
coupled with the corruption and extravagant management 
of the later rulers, the conquest was made possible, and how 
a brave and patriotic people accepted contentedly the con
dition of conquered under the better financial management 
of the conquerors.

R. W. M CLACHLAN.
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ON SOMK H IS T O R IC A L  DOGS.

BY J .  M. I.e MOINE,

"M alelot"— '•P ilo t'— Ste. Ursula's Dogs— Baron Robineau's 
Hounds.— "L e Chien D ״.or׳ — Montgomery.— Niger. 

Cerberus.— Citron.— Cabot.— Vaillant.— Wolfe.

A N Y  dogs have had their day, in the New as 
well as the Old World, though so far few chron
iclers have told their tale. Starting, ab ovo, one 
is inclined to ask whether America could no4 

boast of a pre-historic deg—as well as of a pre-historic man. 
Whence came those dogs noticed by Jacques Cartier and 
the early explorers, at Stadacona and Hochelaga, and how 
did they come there ?. Can they trace back to the Aryan 
era ? — is their origin Chinese, Tartar, or Mongolian ? or 
what were they before evoluting into Canadian dogs? 
Alcibiades’ friend, was doubtless a great dog. We read in 
history of that remarkable swimming feat of Xantippus’ 
dog which cost him his life.

Parkman mentions the victory gained over a wolf, on the
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shores of Lake Ontario, in 17 5 1, by Abbe Piquet’s dog 
C e r b e r u s  (M o n t c a l m  and W o l f e , i Vol. P. 69;.

Racine in his Plaideurs, introduces us to that theivish 
mastiff C i t r o n  tried before judge Dandin for having ab
stracted a maine capon, {Les Plaideurs, Act II. Scene X IV ). 
Our own annals record the names and feats of more 
than one distinguished individual Chien de qualité.

The name of one of our most ancient streets in Quebec, 
brings up the subject for discussion : Sault-au-Matelot Street, 
in the lower Town. Was it thus called, as Father Du Creux 
has it, on account of a dog, bearing the name of “ Matelot” 
leaping from the cape, in the street one hundred feet below. 
“ Saltern Nauti, vulgo vocant ab cane hujus nominis qui alias 
ex eo-loco se prœcipitem deditP *  I have been asked whether 
the dog belonged to Champlain ? whether or not, another 
version indicates a jolly tar as having taken this desperate 
leap, under the effects of the “ardent.” Grammatici certant.

Then there is that fierce mastiff slut “Pilot” described by 
Father Lalemant, in 1647, as leading each morning to the 
woods her litter of savage pups— taking with them a ramble 
round the Fort, at Montreal ; scouring the underbrush and 
scanning carefully every bush to discover a skulking Mo
hawk. Woe betide the unlucky whelp who shirked his 
work ! “ Pilot,” would worry, snap at him—baying fiercely if a 
lurking foe was in the neighborhood. “Pilot” meant business, 
she evidently had little in common with Sir Leoline’s 
dog, described by Samuel Taylor Coleridge,

“ a toothless mastiff,
Which from her kennel beneath the rock 
Maketh answer to the clock 

Four for the quarters and twelve for the hours 1 
Ever and aye by shine and shower 
Sixteen short howls, not over loud ! ”

A  few years later, in 1660, one comes across the noisy 
pack of hounds “ une douzaine de grands chiens” used by

* Creuxius. Historia Canadensis, p , 204.
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the Ursuline N unseat Quebec, says M arié de I 'Incarnation ; 
as sentinels at the Convent Gate, to herald the approach of 
the merciless Iroquois whom they hated and hunted relent
lessly as the Cuban bloodhounds hunt the blacks, whereas 
the Indian dogs loved Redskins. Whence came these 
French dogs ?.

It would seem that some of the Seigneurs of that day, 
freely used this mode of protection—too freely, we are 
occasionally reminded. Thus the Robineau, Barons of Port- 
neuf, became quite obnoxious, on account of the ferocious 
hounds theykept at their Manor, on the river Portneuf ; these 
animals, when at a loss for marauding savages to worry,— 
attacked the censitaires and travellers as well. *

No entry occurs in the journals of the great siege, of any 
dog having scaled with Wolfe, the Sillery precipice, on 
that fatidical 13th day of September, 1759. The only 
mention, we can recollect of any dog, in K nox’s voluminous 
Journal, is that of the Golden Dog— le Oden D 'or bearing 
the mysterious inscription

“ Je  suis un chien qui ronge l’os 
Ce faisant, je prends mon repos."

which now again is visible on the frontispiece of the City 
Post Office—over the door. Capt. Knox, of the 43rd, on 
entering the city after the capitulation, on the 18th Sept, of 
that year, took a note of this yet unexplained inscription 
and inserted it in full, in his Journal, Vol. II.

Our poets and novelists have frequently made it do duty 
since that date; in 1871, when the old building was razed 
to make room for the new, a lead plate was discovered, 
under the corner stone with the date of the building “ 1735” 
and the name of the owner

“ Nicholas Jaquin dit Philiber 
m'a posée 3 août 1735.”

Who then will unravel the mystery of the Oden d ’Or 
which defied all the archaeological lore of Jacques Viger. It

*IJistoire de la paroisse du Cap Santé.
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gave birth to one of our most thrilling historical novels : “ Le 
Chien d’Or” by William Kirby of Niagara. F. R. S. C. 
which has since been translated into French.* The canine 
species has found warm friends among the poets, in all ages ; 
‘Boatswain” and “ Maida” as typical and honored dogs, will 
rive in story, so long as the works of Byron and Scott are 
read ; so will the “ Peppers” and “ Mustards,” Bran and 
Bevis. Lockhart tells how much Scott felt the loss of one of 
his faithful companions, sending, on the day of his death an 
apology to an acquaintance who had asked him out to 
dine, alleging he could not go having just learned of the 
death of an old friend. Our own Laureate L. H. Frechette, 
in one of his best effusions, has a kind word for his dog 
“Vaillant.” +

The charming old raconteur De Gaspe, in his Memoirs, + 
describes a handsome large spaniel, which the luckless 
Brigadier General Richard Montgomery, had owned, 
and which followed his remains to the grave, at
the foot of our citadel, remaining there for three 
days without taking any food, howling in anguish 
and tearing up the frozen sod. Charles de LaNaud- 
iere, an uncle of the writer and aide-de-camp to Lord Dor
chester, then Governor General, by dint of kindness coaxed 
the faithful animal to his own house, where he at last got 
reconciled to his fate ; he was thought much of by his new 
master. “ Montgomery” such was his name, fared better 
than a fat Newfoundland dog, which had followed to Que
bec, through the Kennebec route, one of the Brigadier’s 
comrades, Capt. Dearborn : the pangs of hunger at one time 
were such that the Newfoundland dog was killed and cooked 
for the brave New Englanders, so determined to provide us 
Canadians with the sweets of republican liberty; the only 
excuse for thus despatching the “ friend of man” was

*The Montreal Journal “ L'E tendard" contains M. P. LeMay’s translation.
t  Pèle— Mêle—Frechette— P. 79.
t  Mémoires de DeGaspe pp. 40-44.
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gaunt famine ; one day a barber’s powder bag and a pair of 
old moose hide breeches* were boiled and then broiled for 
the sons of Liberty and the next, CapL Dearborn’s compan
ion, was made into broth and served as a substitute for 
bears meat, a las! +

Mr. DeGaspe further describes at page 52 of his memoirs 
a superb collie dog which his Excellency Lord Dorchester, 
in leaving Quebec, in 1796, had presented to his father, the 
loyal old seignieur of S t  Jean, Port Joly, who twenty years 
or more previously, had risked his life, in an expedition, he 
and the Seignieurs de Beaujeu of Crane Island, and Couillard 
of St. Thomas, aided by a warlike French Priest, Rev. Messire 
Charles Frs. Bailly, of S t  Pierre, Riviere du Sud (afterward, 
Bishop of Capse,) had organized to go to the relief of the 
sorely beset capital, during the winter of 1775-6. “N iger” was 
the name of this living token of friendship ; a cherished and 
intelligent dog “ Niger” ever was. History tells of another 
eminent individual of the canine race: by name “Cabot”, thus 
called after the discoverer of Newfoundland, Sebastian Cabot 
and presented with “a massive silver collar and steel chain,” 
on the 25th of Ju ly  i860, by the Newfoundlanders, to 
the Prince of Wales, on his visit to our shores: “Cabot” 
was indeed a beauty,— a shaggy, brave and grand dog.

About the time "Cabot” became a prince’s dog, a 
magnificent St. Bernard mastiff answering to the name of 
“ Wolfe, ” was presented by a kind Montreal friend to the 
writer of these lines, on his taking possession, in i860, of his 
present homestead, a lineal descendant, I liked to believe him 
of “  Barry," or Mr. Macdona’s favorite St. Bernard “Tell.”

Wolfe was indeed a noble fellow and reliable friend. He 
proved a most efficient guardian of the grounds. His stature, 
strength, majestic demeanor and deep loud baying, attracted

* “ Old Moose hide breeches were boiled, and then broiled on the coals and 
eaten ; a barber’s powder bag made a soup in the course of the last three or 
four days before we reached the first settlement in Canada, 

t  Ware’s Journal.
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general attention and inspired visitors with respect not un
mixed with aw e: such was the opinion entertained of him, 
by the urchins of the neighboring village, that, with the aid of 
a few legends about his ferocity adroitly dropped by the 
gardener, none had the hardihood to cross the frontier after 
nightfall; and though Wolfe has some time ago joined the 
great majority, the terror of his name still lasts; he is sup
posed always to stand sentinel at night.

In perusing Dr. Kane’s interesting Journal of Arctic ex
plorations, I have at times been inclined to doubt whether 
his dog-stories are all exact. I have nothing to say against 
“Old Grim.” I am also prepared to accept the doctor’s 
authority for the lunacy overtaking his team, under the effect 
of intense cold, and prolonged darkness, but I really am 
inclined to think, the alleged “voracity” of the canine in
dividuals overdrawn, when he depicts them as ready to 
gulp down a whole feather bed, (V o /1 Page 64.) However, 
from time immemorial dogs have been voracious, witness 
those dogs seen by Queen Athalie in her dream, crunching 
up the flesh and bones of her mother..

Des lambe aux plcins de sang et des membres ajfreux.
“ Que des chietis devoranis se dispuiaient entreux.”

Who has forgotten Burns’ “Twa Dogs,” Caesar, the New- 
founndland “o’ high degree” like Cabot,

.......... “ keepit for his honour’s pleasure ;

.......... whalpit some place far abroad
Where sailors gang to fish for cod.
His locked, batter’d, braw brass collar 
Show’d him the gentleman and scholar;

The t’other was a ploughman’s collie 
A rhyming, ranting, roving billie,
Wha’ for his friend and comrdae had him 
And in his freaks had Luath ca’d him.

A  good time, I trust, is yet in store for this most interest
ing portion of the brute creation, and if this sketch of some 
celebrated dogs, can help in stimulating still further the praise
worthy efforts of our leading citizens in organizing dog shows
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and offering prizes, to promote purity in the various breeds 
of these faithful friends of man, my object will have been, 
attained, ample my reward.

Spencer Grange, near Quebec, April 1885.

T H E  D E C A D E N C E  O F T H E  R E D  R IV E R  C A R T .

E A T  wheels out of all proportion to its carrying 
capacity, with felloes roughly axe cut from native 
wood, and bound together by shaganappi (pre
pared buffalo hide) straight-hewn sticks for 

shafts ; wooden axle-tree ; wooden ]inch-pins ; rustic-work 
frame; shaganappi fastenings everywhere; shaganappi “hitch- 
ings” ; not a grain of iron in its anatomy— such was the far 
framed Red Rivcrcartin its palmy days. Musical? Rather, 
Music and axle grease were too precious when “ the cart” 
was in its prime to be lightly wasted. To have dispensed the 
latter would have been to dispense with the former— some
thing not to be thought of. Hence it was that the “freighters,” 
and old settlers in the Northwest always went on their ex
peditions heralded by strains from their carts wheels that 
would have embittered with envy the heart of a Calliope.

In all outward seeming the Red River cart was pre-eminent
ly not a thing of beauty. It is needless to observe that it 
is not likely to be a joy forever. Already it is far on its 
journey towards the “mount of remembrance.” Soon it will 
finally have taken up its station thereon, side by side with 
the noble red man of the plains. The "Injun,” however, and 
the degenerate descendant of “the cart” will continue to 
adorn contemporary history. A  very uninteresting vehicle is 
this descendant,' as compared with its great forebear. A  
smug, paint-adorned, iron-bestudded, unmusical hybrid, it 
differs as greatly to its own disadvantage from the grim, un
compromising combination of wood and shaganappi from 
which it is sprung, as a New York aldermanic “residence” dif
fers from an Irish round tow׳er. But, “lighting upon days like
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these,” what better could we look for ? Gone is that generous 
devotion, that loyalty of the heart to the artistically cumb
ersome in industrial and domestic appliances which so dis
tinguished worthier ages f A  generation that prefers the tel
egraph to the carrier pigeon, and a “ Pullman” to the coach- 
and-four, is at least not inconsistent in taking to its bosom 
the common-place successor of the Red River cart. But in 
so doing it gives a pitiful exhibition of the patent-office 
spirit by which it is actuated, and which seems to govern 
everywhere in these modern times.

One thing can be said in favor of the “Manitoba cart”— 
it were disrespectful to the memory of the great departed to 
call it a Red River cart— it is useful. A s much cannot al
ways be affirmed of the illustriously decended. It has 
enabled many a poor immigrant to reach in safety his sel
ected home on the vast Northwestern prairies, whom its more 
distinguished predecessor might have brought to grief. It 
makes less noise about its undertakings ; but they are perhaps 
none the worse performed for that. It supplies its patrons 
with no gratuitous music. It makes no pretensions to undue 
simplicity of get-up ; but those who frown on fashion have 
turned out to be still a step removed from perfection.

In justice to the “ Manitoba cart,” these suggestions of the 
possibility of a partial excuse for its existence being discover
able are made. To hope for a full vindication of its en
croachment on the domain of its romantic prototype would 
cf course, be unreasonble. As well might it be attempted to 
justify the unseemly philistinism which has driven away the 
lordly buffalo, that his grazing ground might be occupied by 
mere tillers of the soil—vulgar growers of wheat and makers 
of butter.

But of what striking features have “these days of advance” 
robbed Northwestern landscapes! No longer do “freighter’s 
trains” move across our prairies—sometimes a hundred or 
more Red River carts, and saddle ponies by the score, in a
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“train” with varieties of costume and accompaniments of 
sound that would gladden the hearts of the masculine youth 
of a whole city, and make the fortune of a Barnum in a 
“street parade.” A  single rainway car now holds more goods, 
perhaps, than a hundred carts could have carried, and bears 
its burden farther in a day than they were able to transport 
theirs in a month. Starting from SL Paul, or in latter days 
from Winnipeg, the “freighters” were often nearly the 
entire season in reaching the far posts of the Saskatchewan 
and the Rockies. Many of them were of Indian descent, or 
even pure blooded natives, and they frequently carried their 
families with them on their summer journeyings.

Most picturesque were their nightly encampments. The 
“carts”—shafts pointing inwards— were disposed in a circle 
on the prairie, beside a stream when possible. Around, the 
great drove of beasts of burden, ponies and oxen intermingled| 
grazed or rested. Within, the tents or tepees were pitched. 
Beside these, the evening meal having been disposed of, the 
men lounged and smoked. The women— always in the 
brightest obstainable colors— and the children mingled with 
them in merrily chattering groups. Light-hearted and so
cial beings were the “freighters.” But they have disappeared 
from our prairies for ever. The Northwest has passed 
through the “ Red River cart” period.

W E MacL ellan .

T H E  O LD  FO R T  A T  A N N A P O L IS , N. S.

T O U R IS T  who visited the ruins of the old fort 
in the autumn of last year, gives the follow
ing description:—The fort is still in a good 
state of preservation. It is a square, four bas- 

tioned fort, with ravelins, ditches and covered way all com
plete. A  crumbling arch of brick leads into the ditch.
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There is also a sally port leading to the river side, but this 
is blocked up by ruins. The tenant who occupies it has 
lived there since the last garrison was withdrawn, twenty-six 
years ago. He takes great care of the place, which he cul
tivates and pastures, living in the officers’ old quarters 
The rest of the barracks has disappeared. The most interest
ing feature about the fort is the old French magazine, still 
in a good state of preservation. We were told that the 
stone in the bomb proof roof of this, the casings of the 
door, and the ventilators is

STO NE FROM FRANCE.

I can easily believe this, for there is no stone like it in the 
country. It looked to me like Caen sandstone, the like of 
which has gone to the building of nearly all the Gothic 
buildings in Normandy, soft enough, when quarried, to be 
worked by plane or saw, it hardens by age and exposure to 
the atmosphere. Let us hope that now the Dominion 
Government have become possesed of this property they 
will make an effort to preserve so interesting a monument 
in the past history of the country. It is a pity we have no 
act of the better preservation of historic monuments, such as 
is now in force in England. We have so few. Talking with 
a prominent gentleman of Halifax about this he replied, 
“Oh, we are not much given to sentiment now.” This may 
be true enough, yet sentiment has something to do still in 
the government of the world.

We spent the best part of the afternoon loitering about 
the fort, my comrade sketching from the ramparts the many 
beautiful points of view that offered themselves to his 
choice. I lay near him, stretched on the grass dreaming of 
the past Methought I saw the white sails of Colonel 
Nicholson’s Fleet gathering in the bay below, that Septem
ber day in 1710 . Then the hurrying to and fro of the 
garrison, the landing, the attacks and sorties, the surrender 
and the marching out of the garrison, with the drums beat
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ing, and colors flying. Then the hauling down of the 
proud lilies of France where they never flew again. For 
the fort though often menaced, and many times in greaj 
straits, has been held with a firm grip ever since.

Before leaving the fort, the tenant showed us a square 
slab of stone, placed in the centre of the fort square, by the 
Uuited States Coast Survey, about two years ago. The 
initials on the stone were a sore puzzle to the old man, and 
he had copied them off to have them interpreted to him by 
somebody competent to do so. I think that what exercised 
him most was the large conspicuous U. S. on the stone. 
He must have had some hazy kind of notion, that by plac
ing the stone where it was the United States had taken 
possession of the Fort, and might at any day call upon him, 
it sole garrison now, to surrender at discretion. I think we 
succeeded before we left in quieting the old man’s mind 
about it.

N O TES ON IL E  D’O R L E A N S .*

is perhaps on the principle that “ farthest fields 
are the greenest” that such intelligent persons 
as members of our own and kindred societies 
should overlook opportunities for original in

vestigation which lie near at hand, and indulge in vague 
speculations on the more distant

Till quite recently the lie d'Orleans w׳as to me a some
what picturesque object, occuring in the trip from Quebec to 
the Saguenay, and but little more. I was taught when at 
school, as most Canadian school-boys are taught, that it was 
once called lie Bachus, and also that it was granted to that 
energetic and pugnacious old prelate, Msgr. de L av a l; but 
I had passed and repassed it for many a year before it oc

* A paper read before the Antiquarian Society and illustrated by photo
graphs, plans, and sketches.
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curred to me that it might be worth while to land on its 
shores.

I wish to-night to repeat what turned out to be a very 
pleasant visit, but desire on this occasion to have the plea
sure of your company, on the chance that some of you may 
be interested by my experiences.

We will by your leave proceed at once to land at Chateau 
Belair hotel, for were I to choose Quebec for our starting 
point, the charm of the gray walls of our fortress city might 
beguile me to linger there too long, for I have never yet 
had the satisfaction of remaining there as long as I would 
like.

The appointements and management of a modern hotel 
do not bear directly on our subject, but I think that, when 
one finds good accommodation and reasonable charges it is 
only fair to acknowledge them, and besides it may interest 
intending visitors to know that they do not have to leave 
behind them the comforts of civilization in making this trip. 
I will say then briefly that Mde. Lizotte keeps a good 
house, clean and comfortable, placed at the waters edge, 
with a well served table and good fare, and though there is 
good bathing at a short distance from the house, you can 
have your tub in your room every morning if you wish : all 
this at the modest rate of $7.00 per week. We will land 
if you please from the six o’clock boat, in time for dinner, 
with a considerable number of Quebec business men who 
board here during the summer. Taking the dinner as eaten, 
we will stroll out across the fields towards a height on which 
is perched the parish church of Beaulieu, and from which we 
get the finest view to be had anywhere about the western 
or upper end of the island.

Directly North, across the river hangs the beautiful white 
curtain of Montmorency, (its roar just reaching us like a 
bass note in a fine organ) while the ridges and peaks of the 
Laurentians bathed in the purple tints of sunset, rise tier 
above tier beyond.

8o THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN
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Westward lie Beauport, the valley of the S t  Charles, and 
the heights beyond Charlesbourg and Lorette; while direct
ly west looms up the Gibraltar of North America. South
ward the heights of Levis, guarded by the new forts, and the 
village and rather picturesque but modern church of St. 
Joseph de Levis. Coming up this way one beautiful even
ing in the summer of 1883, I found M. le Cure Rev. Father 
Paquette pacing up and down the raised parvis before the 
church, absorbed in his breviary ; after he had finished his 
reading he came and sat down beside me, and entered into 
conversation. We had not talked long before he expressed 
his interest in antiquarian matters, and took me around to 
his sacristy, and hunted out from among his books a little 
work on tne Island, to which I am indebted for most of the 
information I am to lay before you as owing to my 
being short of time I was not able to make a tour of the 
Island and investigate personally.

There is no steamer which maxes the round trip by water, 
nor any stage service on land ; the general way being to hire 
a voiture and get meals and lodging at the different villages.

The Island was as you all remember, discovered by Cartier 
in 1535 and by him christened lie Bacchus, though I believe 
that that name was not generally recognised, nor much atten
tion given to the Island itself for a considerable time. In 
the next century it was known for a long time as the lie 
S t  Jean, and for a shorter period as He Dauphin, before it 
finally became He d’Orleans in honour of the Due 
d’Orleans.

The first grant was given in 1636 to Sieur Castillon, but 
his rights were afterwards acquired by a company of 18, 
who all bore the title of Seigneur, but who did very little if 
anything for the improvement of their domain.

The first settlement was made about 1643, when a num
ber of Huron converts were placed at the western end of the 
island, and a fort built to protect them from the Iroquois. 
Father Paquette was not sure whether the fort was of stone
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or a mere palisade of wood, but no trace of it is to be found 
now, though its site is well known, being within 30 or 40 
yards of Madame Lizotte’s hotel; the little bay near which 
the hotel is built being still called “l’Anse du Fort.” The 
first building of which there are any remains still existing, 
was the convent of Les Soeurs de la Congregration, founded 
1699, forming part of the kitchen of the present building.

Indeed the general history of ‘ he Island and character of 
its inhabitants seem to be indicated in its archaeology, and 
the indications coincide with the actual facts ; a simple, frugal 
contented peasantry, living, working, and dying under the 
control and guidance of one established, conservative, 
powerful hierarchy.

In spite of the number of Seigneurs with which the Island 
was blest, there is not a manoir remaining: what there may 
be in the way of interesting old homesteads I was not able 
to find out, but passing along the coast on board the 
Saguenay steamer one sees a number of picturesque dwell
ings which seem to be worth a visit. One thing to the 
credit of the Orleanois which I might mention here is the fact 
that they have partially at least freed themselves from the 
domination of the white-wash brush. It is an extraordinary 
thing that our people are not content with having the whole 
face of nature wrapped in white for three or four months in 
the year, but must perpetuate and extend the same “absence 
of colour” in every possible direction. White for houses, 
inside and outside, fences, barns, and even roofs; steam
boats, the interiors of churches almost without exception, 
seems to satisfy the eye of most of our fellow provincials.

A  notable exception to the churches is the pretty little 
church of St. Jean Baptiste de Rouville, at least its apse or 
sanctuary, which is handsomely panelled in maple of a fine 
warm colour, something like light mahogany. The 
Orleanois as I said have some idea of colour, and the 
browns and reds of houses and barns contrasting with the
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luxuriant verdure of the trees and grass help to lend a pleas* 
ing old-world aspect to the scene.

The oldest parish church is that of St. Jean dating from 
1735, though the first established was St. Pierre, commen
ced in 1651 and finished in 1653.

The ecclesiastical divisions of the island consisted till 
quite recently of 5 parishes ; and the churches were founded 
in the following order— 1st as already noted, that of St, 
Pierre; 2nd St. Famille, 1671, then two in the same year 
^1675) namely St. Jean and S t  Laurent, and 5th St. Fran
cois 1683.

The first chapel of St. Pierre, a wooden building, was burn
ed about 21 years after its completion, and was rebuilt in 
1675 ; the second building stood for over 90 years, when in 
the spirit of the man who pulled down his barns to •build 
greater, it was removed, and the present building erected in 
1769, so that although it was the first parish established, the 
edifice itself is the most recent except one, that of St, Laur
ent. The first church of Ste. Famille, 1671. was built of 
stone, and was occupied until near the middle of the last 
century, when the parish having outgrown it a new building 
was begun in 1745, was dedicated in 1749, and still stands.

The first chapel of St. Jean, dated from 1675, was re
placed by the present church in' 1735, so that the good 
people of St. Jean can this year celebrate the 150 th an
niversary of their church building and that it may be pre
served as long as its stones and mortar are able to hold 
together, is a prayer to which I am sure every antiqu
arian will say Amen.

Another chapel built in 1675 (a great year you see for 
church building, on the island) was that of St. Laurent; 
this was only occupied for twenty years when it was re
placed by a larger one. This parish must have de
veloped very fast, as we find another change 6 or 7 
years later; for it was lengthened in 1702, and just here 
it naturally occurs to one as a strange fact that so little
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value has been placed upon old buildings in Canada, 
even though ecclesiastical, and that with few exceptions, 
no attempt to preserve or adapt them to altered circum
stances has been made. It seems to me to indicate an 
utter absence of veneration for the venerable, and an ex
traordinary ignorance of the resources and adaptability of 
church architecture, as well as an utter waste of good 
material which can only be characterized as reckless extra
vagance. It is true that we occasionally have an instance 
of a building being lengthened (the crudest possible phase 
of development) but that is an improvement which can be 
made only to a very limited extent, unless all rules of pro
portion and symmetry are set at defiance.

In thinking over this matter a very simple plan occur
red to me by which an old church might be retained al
most intact, and yet be enlarged to about double its 
original size, if necessary, and at a cost very much less 
than that of ■ tearing down an old building, and setting 
up a new one; not that my ideas are new and startling 
but merely what has been done, in some form or other 
time and again elsewhere,

I have traced here (Fig. 1,) the ground plan of the 
smallest and most primitive style of chapel we have, and 
in Fig. 2 a full developed, cruciform parish church; 
with the very short transepts and apsidal chancel char
acteristic of churches of this province for at all events the 
last. 100 years. My plan would be equally applicable to 
each style. This (Fig. 2,) was drawn in the original 
draught to the scale of 1-16  inch to the foot, and I have 
approached the proportions of the recently destroyed 
‘‘paroisse” of Varennes. The body (nave and aisles) are 
76 feet by 45, transepts 28 by 16, apse 36 feet deep 
making an extreme length of 136 feet inside measure
ment, and an extreme width of 72 feet.

A  glance at fig. 3 will show the nature of my plan of en
largement ; you see I retain the whole of the original body
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of the church and transepts, merely cutting out of the walls 
A. B. and C. D. arched openings into the new transepts. 
The parts of the old walls left at B. and C. are strengthened 
by pillars which form substantial piers to carry the roof and 
a couple more are placed at E. and F. The spaces E. G. 
H. I. ; J .  K. L. F. though perhaps not necessary, would still 
add a good deal to the size, and harmonize with the old 
transepts. The chancel could be rebuilt on the plan of the 
original, only it should be somewhat deeper on account of 
the increase in size of the rest of the building.

In proposing this idea I do not mean to say that it 
would be necessary to build the new parts in precisely the 
same style as the old. Some of the most beautiful as well 
as the most interesting churches in England and on the 
continent, have been built at different periods and in differ
ent styles. Most of our old churches combine a good deal 
of renaissance detail with Norman or Romanesque forms 
and in adding to them the Romanesque might be used with 
very pleasing effect. The round arches would correspond, 
and even the ornamental detail would not look out of place, 
and the new transepts and chancel could be made as hand
some as the funds would allow. I have not in these plans 
taken the time to mark out ,the doors or windows, but tran
sept doors would add very much to the convenience of the 
whole arrangement. This matter of the preservation of 
old buildings has other aspects than the antiquarian. In 
the first place I believe it would be economical ; it certainly 
should not cost any more than demolishing, and rebuilding 
throughout, and the new work could be carried on without 
depriving the congregation of the use of the old part.

In the second place it would be vastly better from an 
artistic point of view ; as a matter of fact the old buildings 
are not only well built, but are picturesque and have con
siderable artistic merit, and equally as a matter of fact the 
new as a rule are showy, less substantial, and poor both in 
design and execution. The thick walls of the old are re
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placed by cut stone shells, lined and padded out with lath 
and plaster; the old picturesque, characteristic Normandy 
— Canadian type, gives place to modern Italian ; the beau
tiful old wood carving is destroyed to make room for stucco ; 
handsome old wrought iron work, crosses, railings &c. are 
replaced by that modern abomination, galvanized iron ; and 
and so forth and so on ad nauseam. “The pity of it, Iago ! 
Oh ! the pity of it.”

But to return from this long digression, the lengthened 
St. Laurent did duty for about 150 years, (which seems to 
be the limit for our buildings,) when it was torn down, and 
a new one built in 1 860, though I have no doubt that there 
was no more need for doing so than at Varennes.

The last established parish was that of St. Francois, the 
first chapel having been built in 1683, and the second in 
1736, and I think that it is this one which Father Paquette 
said is still the largest on the island. So that of the present
buildings the order and dates are as follows.
Oldest................ ................ St. Jean ...................... ............... 1735
2nd..................... .................St. Francois .............. ............ 1736
trd ...................... .................St. Fam ille................ ...............1745
4th...................... ................ St. Pierre.................... ............... 1769
5th ...................... ..................St. Laurent................. ...............1 860

I cannot close without apologizing for the rather scant 
(Antiquarian) fare which I have set before you but 
if this mere hint of what is to be found on the island of anti
quarian interest shall lead some one else to take up what I 
can hardly be said to have begun, I shall feel that I have 
accomplished something.

I will only say as a final word that should any one visit 
the island on any similar errand, they cannot do better 
than call on my friendly “chance acquaintance” the cour
teous cure of well named “ Beaulieu.”

R O S W E L L  C. L Y M A N .
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B E N E D IC T  A R N O LD . 

C O R R E SP O N D E N T  (W. W. S.) in the Toronto 
Globe recently gave an account of 5,000 acres of 
land granted by the King of Great Britain to 
Benedict Arnold, for certain services rendered to 

the cause of royalty in America.
Whereupon the following additional information was fur

nished by a resident of Brockville, Ont;
“W. W. S. is led to suppose that the grant of 20,000 acres 

was not all located. For his information and that of your 
readers, I would state that the whole quantity was located.

The Register Office records for the County of Leeds, show 
that about 15,000 acres were located in the Townships of 
Elmsley, Montague, aud Kitley, and I find as late as 1884 
certain deeds have been made of lots, to parties purchasing, 
by the present heirs now in England.

I might mention the object and purpose that the two 
sons of Arnold had, in coming to Canada in or about 1798, 
was to look after the timber on the lands that had been 
granted to their father, and to see that proper and valuable 
locations were obtained.

Richard, the eldest of the two sons, lived on a farm near 
the present village of Maitland, four miles east of Brockville. 
The other son, Henry, lived in Montague, near the present 
locks on the Rideau Canal, called Kilmarnock. With him 
lived till the time of her death, the only sister of their family, 
Hannah, who remained in Connecticut until the time of 
her removal to the Township of Montague.

From some unexplainable cause it has been the writer’s 
pleasure to make all the research that a limited sphere and 
time would give for years past, into the character and nature, 
of this able, and intrepid, but impulsive and ungovernable 
man.

To nearly all people, his abilities, accomplishments, and 
sacrifices, went down behind the cloud of his wicked, and 
foolish conspiracy, with Sir Henry Clinton. Fora hundred
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years he has been held up before the world as the Judas of 
modern times, and the good and deserving points of his 
nature have been shrouded with the shadow of his fatal 
blunder, which if it had been successful might have changed 
the results of the struggle, and he might have been honoured 
as the saviour of the United Empire in America, and Wash
ington as the vanquished rebel.

To judge the man and his side of the question, I here
with give you the address published by Arnold after his es
cape into the^ritish lines, while living in New York. This 
address is taken from a copy now in the hands of his grand
son in England, in his own handwriting, and is worth the 
study and the attention of your readers, who may have noth
ing but condemnation for his treason, but can at the same
time honour his virtues and former sacrifices. T. S.

ARN O LD ’S A D D RESS TO T H E  AM ERICAN PEOPLE.

“ To  t h e  I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  A m e r i c a  : —

“ I should forfeit even in my own Opinion the place I 
have so long held in yours, if I could be indifferent to your 
Approbation, and silent on the Motives which have induced 
me to join the K ing’s Arms.

“ A  very few words, however, shall suffice upon a Subject 
so personal, for to the thousands who suffer under tyranny of 
the Usurpers in the revolted Provinces, as well as to the great 
multitude who have long wished for its Subversion, this in
stance of my Conduct can want no Vindication, as to that 
class of Men who are criminally protracting the War from 
Sinister Views, at the expense of the Public Interest, I 
prefer their enmity to their applause. Ia m  only, therefore 
Concerned in this address to explain myself to such of my 
Countrymen as want Abilities or Opportunities to detect the 
artifices by which they are duped. Having fought by your 
side when they of your Country animated our Arms, I shall 
expect from your Justice and Candor, what your deceivers, 
with more Art and less honesty, will find it inconsistent
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with their own views to admit. When I quitted Domestic 
happiness for the Perils of the Field I conceived the rights 
of my Country in Danger, and that Duty and Honour called 
me to her Defence—a Redress of grievances was my only 
Object and aim; however, I acquiesced in a step which I 
thought would precipitate the Declaration of Independence ; 
to justify the measure many plausible reasons were urged, 
which could no longer exist, when Great Britain with the 
open arms of a Parent offered to embrace us as children and 
grant the wished for redress. And now that her worst 
enemies are in her own bosom, I should change my Prin
ciples, I f  I conspired with their Designs. Yourselves being 
Judges, was the war the less just, because Fellow Subjects 
were considered as our Foes? You have felt the torture in 
which we raise our arms against a Brother— God Incline the 
the Guilty protractors of these unnatural Dissentions to 
resign their Ambition, and Cease from their Delusions, in 
Compassion to kindred blood.

“ I anticipate your question : was not the War a defensive 
one until the French joined in the Combination ? I answer, 
that I thought so. You will add, was it not afterwards 
necessary till the Separation of the Welfare of my Country, 
I am free to declare my Opinion, that this End attained, all 
strife should have ceased.

“ I lamented therefore the Impolicy, tyranny, and Injustice, 
which with a sovereign Contempt of the people of America, 
studiously neglected to take their Collective sentiments o f 
British proposals of Peace and to negotiate under a suspens
ion of Arms for an adjustment of differences, as a danger
ous Sacrifice of the great Interest of this Country to the 
Partial views of a proud, antient, and crafty foe, I had my 
suspicions of some imperfections in Our Councils, on 
proposals prior to the Parliamentary Commission of 1778 ; 
but having then less to do in the Cabinet than the Field (I 
will not pronounce peremptorily as some may, and perhaps 
justly, that Congress have veiled them from the Public
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Eye), I continued to be guided in the negligent Confidence 
of a Soldier. But the whole world saw, and all America 
confessed, the Overtures of the second commission exceeded 
our expectations. I f  there was any Suspicion of the Nation
al liberties, it arose from its excess.

“Do any believe we were at that time really entangled by 
an Alliance with France ? and thus they have been duped 
by a virtuous Credulity, in the incautious moments of in
temperate passion, to give up their fidelity to serve a Nation 
counting both the will and power to protect us and aiming 
at the destruction both of the Mother Country and the 
Provinces. In the plainness of Common Sense, for I pretend 
to no Casuistry, did the pretended Treaty with the court of 
Versailles amount to more than an Overture to America ? 
Certainly not, because no Authority had been given by the 
people to conclude it, nor to this very hour have they author
ized its ratification—the Articles of Confederation remain 
still unsigned.

“ In the firm persuasion, therefore that the private judg
ment of any Individual Citizen of this country is as free from 
all Conventional Restraints since; as before the Insidious 
offers of France, I preferred those from Great Britain, think
ing it infinitely wiser and safer to cast my confidence upon her 
justice and generosity, than to trust a Monarchy too feeble 
to establish your Independency, so Perilous to her distant 
Dominions, the Enemy of the Protestant Faith, and fraud
ulently avowing an affection for the liberties of mankind, 
while she holds her Native Sons in Vassalage and Chains.

“ I affect no disguise, and therefore frankly declare that 
in these principles, I had determined to retain my arms and 
Command for an opportunity to surrender them to Great 
Britain, and in concerting the Measures for a purpose, in my 
Opinion, as grateful as it would have been beneficial to my 
Country ; I was only solicitous to accomplish an event of 
decisive Importance, and to prevent, as much as possible in 
the Execution of it, the Effusion of blood.
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“With the highest satisfaction I bear testimony to my 
old Fellow Soldiers aud Citizens, that I find Ground to rely 
upon the Clemency of our Sovereign, and abundant con
viction that it is the generous Intentions of Great Britain, 
not only to have the Rights and privileges of the Colonies 
unimpaired, together with their perpetual exemption from 
taxation, but to superadd such further benefits as may con
sist with the Common Prosperity of the Empire. In short, 
I fought for MUCH LE SS  TH AN TH E PA REN T CO U NTRY IS  

AS w i l l i n g  TO G R A N T to her Colonies, as they can be to 
receive or enj'oy.

“ Some may think I continued in the struggle of tho^e 
unhappy days too long, and others that I quitted it too 
soon. To the first I reply, that I did not see with their 
Eyes, nor perhaps had so favorable a position to look from, 
and that to one Common Master I am willing to stand or 
fall. In behalf of the Candid among the latter, some of 
whom I believe serve blindly but honestly in the Ranks I 
have left, I pray God to give them all the light requisite to 
their own safety before it is too late ; and with respect to 
that kind of Censurers whose Enmity to me Originates in 
their hatred to the Principles, by which I am now led to 
devote my life to the Re-union of the British Empire, as the 
best and only means to dry up the streams of misery that 
have deluged this country, they may be assured that. Con
scious of the Rectitude of my Intentions, I shall treat their 
Malice and Calumnies with Contempt and neglect.

“ B. A r n o l d , New York, Oct 7th, 1780.“
The foregoing apparently attracted considerable attention 

and the following further information was elicited:— 
W.W.S. in writing about Benedict Arnold’s family, appears 
not to be aware that Arnold was twice married. Richard 
and Henry were the offspring of the first marriage. Rich
ard lived until quite an old man on a farm in the Township 
of Augusta, on the bank of the St. Lawrence River, a short 
distance below Brockville. He died forty years ago at
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Sarnia in the house of his son-in-law, John McEwan, ex
sheriff of Essex, at the advanced age of 76 or thereabout. 
His remains lie in the old burying ground at that place. 
He had nine children, four of whom are still living. I am 
under the impression that Henry died on the American side 
of the St. Lawrence River, not far from Brockville. By 
Arnold’s second marriage to Miss Shippin, of Philadelphia, 
there was the following issue;—

1. Edward Shippin Arnold, Lieutenant Sixth Bengal 
Cavalry, and Paymaster at Muttra, died at Singapore, India 
13th Dec., 1813,

2. James Robertson Arnold, Lieutenant-General, K. H. 
and K . C., married in Virginia a daughter of Bartlett 
Goodrich of Saling Grove, Essex, which lady died 14th 
July, 1852. He died 1831.

3. George Arnold, Lieutenant-Colonel seventh Bengal 
Cavalry, married Anne Brown, and died in India 1st Nov
ember, 1828.

4. William Fitch Arnold, the youngest son and the only 
one of his sons who left issue, was born 25th June, 1794. 
He was Captain in the Nineteenth Lancers, married 19th 
May, 1819, to Elizabeth Cecilia, only daughter of A lex
ander Ruddach, of the Island of Tobago, Captain in the 
Royal Navy. He died in 1846. There were seven child
ren by this marriage. Edward Gladwin Arnold, the eldest 
son and present head of the family, is a clergyman of the 
Established Church of England. He is rector of Barrow, 
in Cheshire and was born on the 25th April, 1823, married 
April 27th, 1852, Charlotte Georgiana, eldest daughter of 
Lord Henry Cholmondeley.

5. Sophia Matilda Arnold, married to Colonel Pownal 
Phipps, of the East Indian Army, (related to the Earl of 
Mulgrave’s family), died in 1828.

Whatever may be the failing of Arnold there is no deny
ing the fact that his sons and grandsons were highminded 
and honourable men.
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NEW  C A N A D IA N  COINS.

THE LYMBURNER TOKEN OF 1 884.

Obv. M. E. LYMBURNER | GOLD | SILVER & NICKLE |
| PLATER | 485 | ST JAMES ST | MONTREAL, CANADA. 

Rev. :—MANUFACTURER OF | CARRIAGE & HARNESS | TRIM
MINGS. | BRASS MOULDER & FINISHER. In the centre 
is a maple leaf. Copper, size 26 m.

This is a description of Mr Lymburner’s latest issue. A l
though it is an improvement on the token he issued some 
six years ago it is unpretending in appearance and not likely 
to be prized as a work of Art. The maple leaf its sole orna
ment while it is stiff and roughly finished. The dies are by 
the Bishop Engraving Company. Only one hundred copies 
were struck after which the dies were destroyed. The reason 
why so few were struck is that shortly after the dies had 
been finished the firm was changed to Lymburner & Co.

THE MONTREAL BUSINESS COLLEGE COUNTER.
Obv. :— The | MONTREAL BUSINESS | COLLEGE, | DAVIS & 

BUIE, | PROPRIETORS,
R ev.:—ACTUAL BUSINESS | SO | DEPARTMENT. White 

metal size 30 m.
This coin was struck by Lymburner for the Montreal 

Business College to be used by the students as a fifty 
cent piece in the course of their studies for practicing the 
receipt and payment of monies. The coin is of the simplest 
design without ornamentation of any kind 

FIVE CENT PIECE OF I 884.
One or two five cent piece of 1884 have turned up in

/ A ׳  GOLD

PLATER 1
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circulation here, although they are still very scarce. 
Nothing regarding the issue could be learned at the Deputy 
Receiver Generals’ Office here. It is likely that the silver 
coinage of 1884 was shipped to one of the other offices pro
bably Winnipeg where there was a scarcity of small change 
I have not yet learned whether or not any other denomin
ations were issued.

R. W. MCLACHLAN.
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N U M ISM A T IC  A N D  A N T IQ U A R IA N  SO C IE T Y , 
O F M O N T R EA L.

The ordinary monthly meeting was held at the residence 
of the President. Hon. Judge Baby (President) in the 
Chair. The following donations and exchanges were laid 
on the table :—

Annual Report of the Bureau of Etomology, 1880-81.
American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. X IX , No. 3.
Report of the 26th Annual Meeting of the A. N. and 

A. S., 1882.
Mr. J .  H. Bowe (Secretary) read a paper entitled the 

“ Heraldic Emblems of our Towns,” illustrated by sketches 
and examples.

Judge Baby exhibited a button found in Prince Edward 
Isl’d on a farm belonging to M. Colon, Minister to Louis XVI.

Mr. J .  P. Edwards was elected a Member of the Society.
The February and March meetings were held at the resid

ence of Mr. R. W. McLachlan ;—The usual exchanges from 
various Societies were recorded.

Mr. R. C. Lyman read a paper on the Isle D'Orleans, 
(which we have pleasure in publishing,) and Mr. McLachlan 
exhiibited a large collection of bonds and a volume publish
ed in 1722, entitled “Sigeberti Havacam pi Dissertations de 
Alexandir Magui Numismatix.” A t the meeting in March, 
Mr. McLachlan was elected as delegate to represent the 
Society at the meeting of the Royal Society of Canada to 
be held in Ottawa in May.
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THE

C a n a d i a n  A n t i q u a r i a n

M O N EY A N D  M E D A L S  O F C A N A D A  

U N D E R  T H E  O LD  R EG IM E.

B y  R .  W . M c L a c h l a n .

Continued from  Page 69.

The following is a list of coins, medals, and jetons as far 
as they are known to me that were struck by the French 
for circulation in Canada or to commemorate some Cana
dian event, or for distribution among the Indian Allies.

------C O IN S------

1. O b v . LVD. XIII. D.G. FR. ET NAV. REX. Laureated 
bust of the King, in corslet and mantle, to the right 
above the bust between the letters “ G ”  and “ f ”  is 

the sun for mint mark,
R ev. :— GLORIAM. REGNI. TVI. DICENT. 1670. The 

arms of France three fleur-de-lis two and one on a 
Crowned Shield. Above the crown is a tower for 
mint mark with the letter A , the symbol of the Paris 
mint, underneath between “REGNl” and “TUI." Size

No. 3J uly, 1885.V ol. X II.

27 millimetres.

O r ig in a l fro m

U N IV E R S IT Y  O F W IS C O N S IND ig it iz e d  b y  Google



2. Obv. :— As the last.
R ev . :—■ As the last. Size 20 m.

3. Obv.:— LVDOVICUS XIII D. GR. R. FRAN. ET NAV. REX. a
crowned H dividing the date 1670, under the date 
is  the letter A,

R e v .:— DOVBLE I DE LA I MERIQVE. | FRANCOISE | A 
Inscription in five lines. Three Fleur-de-lis one on 
either side of the A and one under it size, 23 m.

4. Obv. :— SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI. BENEDICTUM. Two L׳S
surmounted by a crown.

Rev. —COLONIES I FRANCOISES | 1721 | B. Inscription 
in four lines size 25 m.

5. Obv. :— A s last.
Rev. :—As last, b u t  with the letter H instead of B. 

Size 25 in.
6. Obv. :— A s No. 4.

Rev. :— As last but dated 1722. Size 25 m.

------M E D A L S .------
7. Obv. :—FR. CHRIST. DE. LF.VI. D. DAMPVILLE. P. FRANC.

PROREX. AMERIC/E. Bust in armor to the right 
with long hair falling over the shoulder. I. HARDY. 
F. 1658.

Rev. :—EXIE. ENIM. EXIET. DVX. QVI. REG AT. 
POPVLVM. mevm. Arms on a royal mantle of er
mine surmounted by a ducal coronet. Arms are 
quartered, the first and fourth being alike, and are 
quartered as follows without indication of colors, first 
three chevrons the arms of de Levi, second, three 
bends the arms ofThoire Villars, third, three stars—  
two and one ; fourth a lion rampant the Arms of 
Layre. The second and third quarters a cross with 
sixteen alerions ; the Arms of Montmorency. Size 
50 m.

8. Obv. :—LUDOVICUS MAGNUS REX CHRISTIANISSIMUS.
Head of Louis X IV , with long flowing hair, to the
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right under the head R.
R ei’. — FRANCIA IN NOVO ORBE VICTRIX. E x  :—

KEBECA LIBERATA | M. DC. XC. A  female, to the 
left representing France, seated on a rock rising 
out of the water on her head is a mural crown, 
her left hand rests on the Shield of France, and her 
right foot rests on a shield, probably that of England. 
On either side are battle flags, while a beaver is 
crawling towards her feet. To the right of the rock 
is a river god. Size 41 m.

9. Obv.— As last but with OOLLIN F. under the head. 
Rev.— Same as last, size 41 m.

10. Obv.— As No. 8 but with I. MAVGER F. under the
head.

R ev.— Same as No. 8, size 41 m.
I I. O bv— LUDOVICUS XV. D. G. FR. ET NAV. REX.. Lau- 

reated and draped youthful bust of the King to 
the right. Under the bust DU VIVIER.

Rev.—LUDOVICOBURGUM FUNDATUM ET MUNITUM. 
E x  :— M.DCC.XX. A  view of the town, harbour
and fortifications. There are three vessels in the 
harbour with three smaller and two larger ones 
sailing out to sea. Size 41 m.

12. Obv.—LUDOVICUS XV. REX CHRISTIANISSIMUS. Laur-
eated and older bust of the King to the right.

R ev.— Same as last, size 41 m.
13. Obv.—PAX UBIQUE VICTRIX. E x : — GALLORUM ET

BRITANNIORUM | CONCORDIA | MDCCLXIII. Peace to 
the left standing, with a Caduceus in her left hand 
and an olive branch in her extended hand. A t her 
feet is a naked figure representing war, seated and 
bound. Behind them are flags, a battering ram and 
other implements of ancient warfare.

Rev.— Same as No. 1 1 ,  size 41 m.
14. Obv. —LUDOVICUS MAGNUS REX CIIRISTANISSIMUS.

Naked bust of Louis X IV , laureated—to the right

Original from
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under the bust H. ROVSSEL. F.
Rev. :— FELICITAS DOMUS AUGUSTAE. Bust of the 

Dauphin to the left underneath. .SEREN. DELPH. 
that of the Duke de Burgoyne, to the right, inscrip
tion, .LUD. D. BURG. That of the Duke d’Angou to 
the left .PHIL. D. AND., and that of the Duke de 
Berry .CAR. D. BITUR. Underneath is the date 
M.DC.XCIII. and the name of the engraver .H. ROVSSEL 
in small letters, size 75 m.

1 5. Obv. LUDOVICUS XV. REX CHRISTIANISSIMUS.
Laureated and draped bust of the K ing to the right.

Rev. : — HONOS ET VIRTUS. Two warriors, standing, 
clasping hands. The one to the right holds in his 
left hand a spear and has the Roman tunic and a 
plumed helmet. The other holds his spear in his 
right hand and has a loose drapery round his loins 
and over his left arm. Size 49 m,

------JE T O N S .------
16. O bv.:— LUD. XV. REX CHRISTIANISS. Laureated bust

in armour to the right with a broad ribbon over the 
shoulder, eleven laurel leaves on the breast-plate D.v. 
under the arm.

Rev. :— SUB OMNI SIDERE CRESCUNT. E x .— COL. 
FRANC. DE | LAM. 17 5 1. An Indian to the right 
with bow and quiver looking back towards a group 
of seven lilies, two trees in the distance, size 28 m.

17. Obv. :— A s last, but with seventeen laurel leaves on the
breast-plate.

Rev. :—A s last, but with an alligator coming up out of 
the water in front of the Indian. Size 29 m.

18 Obv.— A s No. 16, but with seven fleur-de-lis on the 
breast-plate.

R ev.— Same as last Size 29 m.
19. Obv.— Inscription as on No. 16, Bust in civic dress to 

the right, locks flowing over the shoulder. Under
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the bust DU VIVIER.
Rev.— Same as No. 17. Size 30 tn.

20. Obv.— Same inscription. Bust in civic dress to the
right with long hair tied behind and a broad ribbon 
over the right, shoulder under the bust B. DUVIV. 

Rev.— UTRIQUE FACIT COMMERCIA MUNDO. E x — 
COL. FRANC. DE | LAM 1 752. Mercury with a
Caduceus in his right flying over the sea— towards 
the left To the left is the shore with buildings and 
the letters c. N. R. Size 29 tn.

2 1. Obv.— Same as No. 18.
R ev.— Same as last Size 29 tn.

22. Obv.— Same* as No. 19.
Rev.— Same as No 2C.

23. Obv.— PROTEGIT ET PASCIT. E x — 1752. Arms of
the Compagnie des !tides, or a palm tree, Crest, a 
Baron’s Coronet supports two Indians with clubs the 
one to the left on one knee, and the other to the right, 
seated ; under his foot D. v.

Rev.— Same as No 20. Size 30 tn.
24. Obv.— Same inscription. Head to the right with long

hair behind. CJR under the head in script mono
gram,

Rev.— SATIS UNUS UTRIQUE. E x — COL. FRANC DE 
L ’a m . 1753. The sun shining upon the two hemis

pheres upon which the names of the continents and 
oceans are inscribed size 29 tn.

25. Obv.— Same inscription. Bust in lionskin, long hair
tied behind, under the bust F M. in monogram.

R ev.—Same as No. 24. Size 29 m.
27. Obv.— Same as No. 18.

Rev.— Same as No. 24. Size 29 tn.
28. Obv.— Same as No. 19.

R ev— Same as No. 24. Size 30 tn.
29. Obv.— Same inscription. Laureated bust in armour to

the right, under the bust fm . in monogram.

Original from
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R ev.— NON IN FER IO R A  M ET A LLIS. E x — COL. FR A N C .

DE | l ’am. 1754. To the left are three beavers at. 
work on the bank of a stream, on the other side of 
the stream is a plantation, probably of Indian Corn 
underneath on the groundwork are the letters C.N.R. 
Size 28 m.

Obv.— LU D . XV. R E X . CH RISTIA N SS. Bust in armour 
to the right with band of ermine over the left 
shoulder, hair tied behind.

Rev.— Same as last. Size 29 m.
Obv.— Same inscription as on No. 16. Laureated head 

to the right under the head B. D U V IV . F.

Rev.— Same as No 29. Size 29 m.
Obv.— Same as No 17.
Rev.— Same as No 29 Size 29 in.

Obv.—Same as No 18.
Rev.— Same as No 29. Size 29 m.
Obv.—Same as No 19.
Rev.— Same as No 29. Size 39 in.
Obv.—Same as No 26.
Rev.— Same as No 29. Size 39 m.
Obv.— Same as No 26.
Rev.— NON VILIUS AUREO E x  :— COL. FRANC. DE | 
l ’am. 1755. A  twelve oared galley to the left, the 
golden fleece suspended from the mast. Size 29 in. 
Obv.— Same as No 29.
R ev.—Same as last. Size 29 m.
Obv.—Same as No 18.
R ev.— Same as No 36. Size 29 in.
Obv.— Same as No 19.
Rev.— Same as No 30. Size 29 in.
Obv.— Same as No 25.
Rev.— Same as No 36.

30•

31•

32.

33•

34•

35•

36•

37•

38.

39•

40.

4 1 Obv.— UT TOTO SERVET COMMERCIA MUNDO. E x  :— 
MARINE | 174 1. Neptune with a trident in his right hand and 
a Caduceus in his left, long drapery passing behind him and
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curving over to the right
R e v .:—Same as No 26 size 28 tn.

42 Obv.— Same inscription. Laureated head, with long 
hair to the right, under the head R . F iliu s.

Rev.—SEDEM NON ANIMUM MUTANT EX.—COL. FRANC 
DE | l ’am 1756. A  swarm of bees passing from one hive 
to another, size 39 tn.
43. Obv.— Same inscription. Laureated and draped bust to 
the right, under the bust R. FlL.

Rev.—PARAT ULTIMA TERRA TRIUMPHOS EX.—COL. 
FRANC. I DE l ’amf.riq u e— 1 757. Mars with a 
spear in his upraised right hand and a shield on which 
are emblazoned the lilies of France in his left and Nep- 
une, grasping a trident in both hands, floating on a shell 
towards the le ft ; size 26 tn.

44. Obv.— Same as No 30.
Rev.— Same as last; size 29 tn.

45. Obv.— Same inscription. Laureated naked bust with 
long hair tied behind. B. DUVIV under the bust.
Rev.— EADEM TRANS ^QUORA VIRTUS EX. | COL. 
FRANC. DE | L AM. 1758. A  number of eagles flying 
across the sea towards a rocky shore, buildings on the 
opposite shore in the distance ; size 28 tn.

46. Obv.— Same as No 42.
Rez׳.— Same as la s t ; size 28 tn.

47. Obv.— Same as No 18.
Rev.— Same as No 45 ; size 29 tn.

48. Obv.— Same as No 19.
Rev.— Same as No 45 ; size 30 tn.

49. Obv.— Same as No 30.
Rez>.— Same as No 45 ; size 29 tn.

Original from
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A  T A V E R N  L IC E N S E  IN M O N T R E A L  O N E H U N- 

D R E D  A N D  E IG H T Y -F IV E  Y E A R S  AGO.

TO U S Ceux qui ces présentes verront, Salut, 
scavoir faisons que vue par Nous, Jacques Alexis 
de Fleury d’Eschambault, Escuyer, Conseiller 
du Roy, Lieutenant-Général comis au Siège de 

L a  Jur on Royalle de l’Isle de Montréal et autres lieux 
deppendant du Gouverne1, de L ’isle, Le certificat de 
Messire François D ’Ollier de Casson, un des prestres du 
Séminaire de St. Sulpice de Paris, Supérieur de Messieurs 
Les Ecclesiastiques du Séminaire de cette ville, procureur 
de Messire Louis Tronson, prestre, Supérieur de Messieurs 
Les Ecclesiastiques du Séminaire de St. Sulpice de Paris, 
Seigneurs et Propriétaires de la y Isle de Montréal et autres 
lieux en deppendant dujourd’hui, par Lequel II certifie que 
Pierre Billeron dit Lafatigue& Marie Fortier, sa femme, sont 
de bonne vie et moeurs et qu’il ne voit rien qui puisse nous 
donner obstacle de leur donner permission de vendre des 
boissons Nous Conformement à l’arrest de Nos Seigneurs du 
Conseil Souverain du dix huit’me Janvier dernier, Avons 
permiset permetons aux dits Billeron & sa femme de vendre 
et débiter des boissons à pot et à pinte & par assiette en 
cette ville, à la charge de ne point enyvrer Les Sauvages, 
d’observer & faire observer chez eux Les Règlements de Nos 
Seigneurs du Conseil avec deffense de donner à boire & à 
manger pendant La Célébration du Service Divin ny 
passé neuf heures du soir, De Souffrir. Les visites de police 
quy seront faites chez Eux, Leur Enjoignons de Mestre, 
ou Enseigne & de tenir dans chacune des Chambres 
ou Ils donneront à boire & à manger les reglements du y 
Conseil quy regardent Les Mœurs & la punition des Jure
ments & blasphèmes, quy seront signés de nostres greffier 
& scellés du seau de Nostre Jur, afin que parla vue de ces
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ordonnances toutes personnes se contiennent dans le devoir 
& qu’aucune ny contrevienne. Et en cas de contravention 
Les dy Billeron & sa femme seront tenus de nous en donner 
Incessament avis, ou au substitut du procurdu Roy En nostre 
Jur, Le tout sous les peines portées par les arrests & antiens 
réglements du y Conseil, & avons fait expédier ces prêt® 
aux y  Billeron & sa femme par Nostre greffier & avons fait 
apposer le sceau de Nostre Jur, on fait & Donné à Ville 
Marie par Nous Lieutenant-Général &c. Le Cinquième 
Jour de Mars, Mil-sept-cent. Signé D ’Eschambault, E t a 
Costé est Escrit Taxe à Nous vingt-quatre sols de France.

A d i i e m a r .

Scellé le 5 Mars, 1700,
Adhemar.

E X T R A C T S  FRO M  A N  O LD  O R D E R L Y  BOOK, 
1782-83.

G. O. Head Quarters, Quebec, 25th Sept. 1782
Parole : St. Christopher ; Counter Sign Ceylon ;

The Commander-in-Chief is pleased to make the follow
ing promotions, viz ;—

31st Regiment.
Lieut. Henry Ravenhill to be CapL |

vice Henry Pilot, by purchase j  26 Sept. 1782.
Ensn Alex'; Thompson to be Lieut. do. do.
By purchase.

26 Sept. 1782. 
do. do.

26 Sept. 1782.

44th Regiment.
Lieut. Lord Barthaven to be Capt, ) 

vice Lieut. Rough by Purchase, j  
Ens׳} Wm. Harthy to be Lieut ) 

vice Lord Barthoven.‘, J
Blank commission as Ens״  vice ) 
William Harthy, by purchase. j

(Signed) Francis Le Maistre, (1) D. A. G.

(!) In 1797 Lieut-Governor of Gaspé.
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30th Sept, 1782.
The Commander-in-Chief is pleased to appoint Lieut. 

Willm Armstrong, Adjt. to the K ing’s or 87th Regiment of 
Foot, vice Bennet by purchase.

G. O. Head Quarters, Quebec, 9th Oct. 1782.
Ensign Duncan Murray is appointed in 84th Regi

ment, the 20th Oct. 1782, vice Arch. McDonnel, by 
purchase. (Signed) R. B. Lernoult, A . G.

G. O. Montreal, 26th Oct. 1782.
Parole : St. Hilaire, C. S. Southampton. 

The Companys to be furnished with brown over holds 
bound with dark blue Tape, Blanket Coats and Fur caps 
for winter.

Head Quarters, Quebec, 31st Oct., 1782.
Parole: St. Martin, C.S. Feverton.

The Commander-in-chief is pleased to appoint Col. Barry 
St. Ledger, Brigadier Genl. in the Army in Canada, and 
Captain Charles Green of 31st Regt, to be his Major of 
Brigade. 1st Oct. 1782.

Lieut-Col. Sir John Johnson to be Brigadier General of 
the Provincial Troops and Capt. Scott of 53rd Regt, to be 
his Major of Brigade.

The Quarters of the Arm y this winter will be divided 
into the following Districts :—

The Troops at Quebec and the several Parishes on the 
St. Paul’s Bay and Mashise inclusive upon the north 
side of the river St. Lawrence will be under the 
orders of Major Genl. Clarke.

Those at Kamouraska and the several Parishes as far as 
Becancourt on the South side of the River St. Lawrence 
will be under the orders of Major Genl. De Loose.

Those of Becancourt as far as Pointe au Faire, in
cluding the Loyal Block Houses, upon the north side of
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Lake Champlain, as well as those from hence to Laprairie, 
down the South of the River St. Lawrence to Sorel inclus
ive will be under the orders of Major-General Dc Reid- 
hasel.

Those from Mashise and the parishes on the North side 
of River St. Lawrence to Passage of Repentigny to be 
under the orders of Brigadier General Dc Spcht.

Those on the Island of Montreal, Isle Jesus, Mille Isle, as 
far as Coteau du Lac, upon the North and from thence to 
Lapriaire exclusive, upon the South side of the river S t  Law
rence to be under the orders of Brigadier St. Ledger.

The Party from Oswegatchie to Michilimackinac will 
report to Brigadier-General McLean, Oswegatchie and 
Carleton Island will also from their proximity report to 
Head Quarters. The officers commanding in each quarter 
or post will report to the Generals of the Districts and they 
report to the Commander-in-chief.

Capt. Chainblers having the command of whatever re
lates to the Marine, upon Lake Champlain, will directly 
report to the Commander-in-chief.

Brigadier-General Powell to act as commandant of Que
bec, to whom all reports of Guards and other matters relat
ing to the duty of the garrison are to be m ade; he will 
report all extraordinarys to the Governor and during his 
absence, to Major-General Clark.

(Signed) Francis Le Maistre, D. A. G.
Mr. Louis Genevay is appointed Barrack Master of Mont

real in the room of Captain Lawes.
Capt. Wood of 34th Regt. is appointed Asst. Quarter 

Master General in the room of Capt. Dupost who goes to 
England.

Winter Quarters for the Arm y in Canada.
By order of His Excellency the Commander-in-chief.

21 Oct. 1782.
Head Quarters of the Army,
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Quebec.
Detach1, of Royal Artillery. 

44th Regiment.
Grenadier Co. of 31st Regiment.

L ’Ange Gardien, Château Richer, St. Anne, St. Féréol,
St. Joachim.

Régiment of Prince Frederick.

Point-aux-Trembles, Jacques Cartier, Cap Santé, Descham- 
bault, Grondines.

31st Regiment

Three Rivers.
Detachment of one officer and 25 men of the Regiment 

of Specht.
St Thomas, St. Ignace, L ’Islet :— Regiment of Losber.

St. Jean, Port Joli, St. Roch, St. Anne, River Ouelle, Kam- 
ouraska :— Regiment of Anhalt Tebbs.

St. Nicholas, St. Antoine, St. Croix :— Regiment of Hesse 
Hanna.

Pointe du Lac :— Detachment of Brunswick Grenadiers.
Mashise Barracks .־— Loyalist Families.
Berthier, Lanoraie, La Valtrie:— Battalion of Brunswick 

Grenadiers.
Isle St. Ignace, Isle du Pas :— Lt. Co. 3 1st Regiment. 

River Sorel, Sorel :— Royal Artillery, Regiment of Reid- 
havel. Two companies of the Regt, of Rhedz,

St. Ours, St. Denis, St. Charles :— 3 companies of the Regi
ment ofThitz.

Loyal Block Houses on the river Yamaska :— Detatchment 
of Jessup’s Rangers.

St. Antoine, Beloeil ;— Brunswick Dragoons.
Chambly and St. Johns:— 29th Regiment & Roger’s 

Rangers.
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Isle au Noix and Pointeau Faire ;— 53rd Regim ent 
Royal Block House on Dutchman’s Point:— Detachment of 
Jessups’ Rangers.

St. Sulpice, Repentigny, L ’Assomption :— Battalion of 
Barner.

Terrebone, Mascouche de Terrebonne, Isle Jesus :— 1st 
Battalion Royal Yorkers.

N. B.—The large families of both Battalions, to be lodg
ed in the Barracks of Lachenay.

Montreal :— 34th Regiment.
River du Chene, Mille Isle ;— Loyalists of Vershise.
Lachine Bàrracks, and Coteau du Lac :— Detachment 

of 34th Regiment.
Laprairie, St Phillipe, Chateauguay :— Hannau Chasseurs 

Upper Posts.

8th or K ing’s Regiment, - - 2nd Batt. Royal Yorkers.
84th Regiment - ־ Butler’s Rangers.
Capt. Hershaman’s Batteau Men. Coteau du Lac. Oswego.

(Signed) Henry Hope,

Acting-Qr.-Mr-Genl.

Head Quarters, Quebec, Oct. 3 1, 1782 
Parole: St. Jude, C. S. Knightbridge

His Majesty has been pleased to appoint Sir John John
son, Knt. Bart., Superintendant General and Inspector- 
General of the S ix  Nations of Indians and their confederates 
and of all our Indian Nations inhabiting our Province of 
Quebec and the Frontiers thereof. Commission dated 14th 
March, 1782.

Head Quarters, Quebec, 4th Nov., 1782.

Parole ; St. Jos., C. S. Siberia
The Commander-in-chief is pleased to make the follow

ing promotions in the Loyal Rangers, commanded by Major 
Edward Jessup;—
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22nd June, 
1782.

30th May. 
1782.
22 June, 

1782. 
22 June, 

1782. 
22 June,

1782

24th Oct. 
1782

Lieut. Thomas Fraser is appointed Capt. J  
to 10th Company, v

John Rüster is appointed Lieut, vice J 
Thomas Fraser promoted.

Hermanus Best to be Ensign in Capt. 1 
Myers’ Company. j

James Robbins is appointed Lieut, to 1 
Capt. Fraser’s Company. j

William Lamson is Ensign in Captain 1 
Fraser's Company. j

Ensign Edwd. Jessup is appointed Lieut. 1 
vice Thomas Fraser promoted. j

Conrad Best from the Pensioners, Ensn. 1 
vice Edwd. Jessup promoted. j

Sergt. Major John Ferguson of 29th \  
Regt, is appointed Qr.-Mr, j

R. B, Lernoult, D.A.G.(Signed)

Head Quarters, Quebec, 12th, Nov, 1782.
Parole, St. John, C.S. Forbay.

The Commander in Chief, having thought proper to 
direct Sir John Johnson, Kt. & Bart, to raise a 2nd Battn. 
to his corps, the following appointments are to take place ;

M ajors; John Ross, Robert Lake, Thomas Gummersal, 
Jacob Maurrier :

Capts. William Morrison, James McDonell, Geo. Sing- 
elton, Wm. Redford Ciawford.

Lieuts. Patrick Langan, Walter Sutherland, Wm M cKay, 
Neal Robinson, Henry Young, John Howard, Jeremiah, 
French, Philip Lansirigh, Huzelton Spencer, Oliver Church, 
Wm. Fraser, Wm. Griffin.

Ensigns.— Will. Claus, Alexander McKenzie, Ronald 
McDonell, Samuel McRay, Thim. Thompson, John McRay.

Chaplain : John Stewart, Adjt. Serjt. : Wm. Fraser of 
the 34th Regt. ; Qr. Mr. Sergt., Matthew Dice, ist Battn, 
of Royal Yorkers.• Surgeon : Hugh Carson.

The Commander in Chief has been pleased to make the 
following promotions in the ist Battn. of Royal Yorkers ;—
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A. McDonell to be Capt. Lieut, vice Gummersal, promoted.

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 1 1 1

Austin Piety 44 44 4* 44 44 A  McDonell “
P. Everett 44 44 44 44 44 J . Maurrier “
J .  Prentice 44 44 44 44 44 W. Morrison “
H. McDonell 1« 44 44 44 4» J. McDonell “
J."F . Holland <4 «4 4 t 44 44 G.Singelton “
J. Hunter «4 44 44 44 44

Ensigns

W. R. Crawford

H. Munro «4 44 44 44 vice A. Piety Promoted
J. Anderson 44 44 44 44 44 P. Everett
T. Smythe 44 44 44 44 44 J .  Prentice “
J.Connelly 44 44 44 44 44 H. McDonell “
J. McAIpin 44 44 44 44 44 J . Holland ״
J.Valentine 44 44 44 44 44 Langan “
J. Glen 44 44 44 44 44 W. Sutherland “

Richard Lepscom, Qr. Mr.

R. O. Terre Bonne, 15th Nov. 1782.
The Quarter of the Regiment, (ist B. of Rl. Yorkers,) 

is to be visited regularly, twice a week by an officer 
of a Company and a report made to Major Gray, of the 
state and situation of each Quarters, and if any move
ment is necessary to be made, in the troops, that no officers 
or soldiers not furnished with the ordinance allowed by the 
Commander-in-chief is not to take redress of their own 
hand, but report the same to the Commanding officer who 
will see justice done to both the troops and inhabitants, 
no demands to be made by the troops for carts, carrioles, or 
trains, without applying to the Commanding officer of each 
District, and whenever the service required it, the same to be 
paid for, if for the K ing’s use at the stated allowance per
League, according to customs....... Ferriages to be carefully
attended to, that no Billet be given to a ferryman, but such 
as the Commanding officer of each District shall think nece
ssary going express on his Majesty’s service.
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The Commanding Officer of each District to keep an 
exact account of the number of trains sent for provisions 
while in quarters ; that all the families who have above 3 in 
family to be sent to the Barracks at Lachenaye, no man 
fit for duty is to remain there only to see their family settled, 
beds, bottles and buckets is to be furnished, and an allowance 
of fire wood to be delivered by the Barrack-master. Orders 
shall be given as soon as the Barrack-Master is ready to the 
Capt. of each Company with the names of the families to be 
sent.

A  caporal and six men to mount guard at St. Vincent, 
which guard is to report to Head Quarters, in case of prison
ers or something extraordinary, but at any rate once a week 
when a weekly state of each company is to be sent

No officer to leave Quarters without having Leave from 
the Commanding officer, not more than one non-com. officer, 
or soldier, to be absent at a term and such as stays beyond 
their furlows to be confined and reported to the Command
ing officer, no man to be allowed to straggel from one can
tonment to another without a Pass in writing from their 
officers.

The officers of the 1st Battalion are distributed to com
panies in the following manner :—

Generals ; Capt. Lieut. Arch. McDonell, Ensn. S  my the•
Majors ; Lieut. McKenzie, Ensign Farrand.
Arch. McDonell’s : Lieut. Allan McDonell.
Munro’s ;— Lieut. Byrne, Ensign Munro.
Daly’s : Lieut. Lepscom, Ensign Connelly.
Duncan’s ; Lieut. Piety, Ensign Glen.
S. Anderson’s ; Lieut. McMartin, Lieut. H. McDonell.
Jno. McDonell’s ;  Lieut. Everett, Lieut. Prentice.
A lex. McDonell’s ; Lieut. Holland, Ensign Valentine.
J. Anderson’s : Lieut. Coffin, Ensign Anderson.

R. O, Terre Bonne, 17th Nov., 1782.
The men for guard to parade decent and clean in their
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regimentals, their arms and accoutrements clean and in good 
order. A ny non-commissioned officer bringing men to the 
parade otherwise for the future will be confined and brought 
to a court-martial for disobedience of orders.

G. O. Terre Bonne, 21st Nov., 1782.
Parole : St. Mark. C. S., Fulda.

R.O. It is the commanding-officers orders that the guard at 
Head Quarters be relieved every monday morning.

Capt. A lex. McDonells Co. gives the men for guard to-mor
row. Capt. Joseph Anderson’s the week following. Capt. 
Samuel Anderson’s, Capt. Duncan’s, Major Gray’s.

The commanding-officer understands that some of the 
men impose on the inhabitants by giving them false orders 
for rum, as if come from an officer, whoever is detected in 
practices of this kind will be severely punished.

Those orders to be read to the men by an officer of a 
Company and every other order that concerns the men for 
which the officers must be answerable if not performed.

City and District of Montreal. Before James Finlay, one 
of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace:—

The deposition of Yvan La Munne and his wife Monique 
of the Suburbs of S t  Joseph who declare on the Holy 
Evangelists that the loss and damages sustained by them in 
their house on the 16th inst, by soldiers of Sir John John

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 1 13

son’s Regiment is as follows v iz :—
Cash in a purse, 3 dollars.............................................. Z 18
One broken looking-glass.............................................. 4
One Flour Sieve...............................................................  2
2 ft> of candles tramped on and spoiled ...................  3
One cotton shirt missing................................................  9
Two yellow dishes...........................................................  4

Livres or old Provincial Currency................ Z40
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N. B. The whole amounting to the sum of forty Livres 
of currency which articles they have lost as above, 

his mark
Yvan X La Munne.
Monique X L a  Munne. 

her mark
Affirmed before me this, 24th. Nov. 1782. 

(Signed) Jas. Finlay,C. P.

R. O. Drummer Bulson of the Lt. Co., David Whaling 
Michl. Fargerstorne, and Josia Case of Capt. Joseph Ander- 
sons Co., are to pay the above mentioned 40 livres, the mon
ey is to be given by their Officers to Jas. Finlay, Esq., who 
will give a receipt for the same.

1 14 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

Head Quarters, Nov. 29th 1782. 
The Commander in chief is pleased to appoint Mr Jas, 

Park Barrack Master of the Isleau Nois, Point au Faire 
Duchmans point, and River La Colie dependencies thereon 

(Signed) R. B. Lernoult, A.G.
Charles Green, M. B.

Head Quarters, Quebec 30th Dec. 1782 
Parole St. Ursule C. T. Bristol.

A  general Court Martial to assemble at Quebec on or be
fore 25th Jany. 1783 for the tryal of all such prisoners as 
may be brought before them.

Major William Coltire, 3 1st R egt, President. 3 1st Regt. 
gives 3 Capts., 4 subalterns, 44th Regt. gives 1 Capt 4 sub. 
alterns, Detach. Royal Artillery, 1 Subaltern.

Town Major Faunce to act as Judge-advocate who will 
warn all evidence to attend.

Those British Corps having deserters or others to be try-
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ed, will forward them to Head Quarters with the necessary 
evidence without delay.

(Signed) R. R, Lernoult A.G,
Charles Green, M. Brigade

G. O. Terre Bonne 15th Jany. 1783.
Parole, St. Catherine C. S. Ancaster. 

R. O, The Majors Lt. Infantry, Capt. A lex. McDonell’s 
and Capt. Archd McDonell’s companys to parade here 
next Saturday, if the weather permits, their arms and accou
trements to be in good order, as they are to fire 3 rounds in 
honor to the Queens Birth Day.

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. I IS

G. O. Terre Bonne, 14th Ju ly, 1783•
R. O. The Regiment (1st Battn. Royal Yorkers) is to 
march to Montreal on Friday next, the Majors, Capt. Dun
cans, AleX. McDonell’s & Archd. McDonell’s companys will 
be at St. Vincent on Thursday evening and the whole to 
march from that on Friday morning, the women that draw 
provisions to remain in their present Quarters, those that 
don’t get provisions may go with their husbands if they 
choose, the men to take no more necessarys than what they 
can carry in their knapsacks, as Boats can be sent at any 
time for the rest, should the Regiment remain in town, no 
man to be left in Quarters, but such as the Doctor certifies 
to be for the good of their health.

G. O.
Terrebonne, 1 1  Ju ly  1783.

R. O. The discharge of the Germans, and other recruits 
who joins the Regt, and have served in other Regiments to 
be taken from them and kept in the hands o f the Capt. if 
the companys they belong to, untill the Regt. is disbanded 
at which time they will get a discharge from this and the 
former one which will intitle them to the same advantage as 
a British subject, providing their behaviour deserves it.
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Genl. Order. Montreal n t h  Sept, 1783.

Head Quarters, Quebec, Sept. 8th 1783.
Parole St. David, C• S. Germany.

There being no more oatmeal in the Provision Magazine, 
the troops are to receive in lieu of their allowance of that 
article a proportion of pease, viz ; one pint of pease in lieu 
of 8 ounces of oatmeal, from after 25th Augst, 1783 till or
dered to contrary. (Signed) R. R. Lernoult.

A d j’t Gen’l,
Charles Green, M. B.

G. O. Montreal, Sept. 28th 1783.
Parole: St. Jeremiah, C. S. Malborough. 

For guard to-morrow, f S. S. C. D. P. ־)
1 1 4 7 1 49 J

R. O.
Lieut, Hugh McDonell the Guard tomorrow
Capt. John McDonell the day.
Lieut Me Martin to visit the Barracks.

The returns of losses ordered some time ago to be given 
in with the addition that is specifying from whence the case 
with their former situation and occupation and the strength 
of their families attached male and female under six years 
and above six years, and under twelve and above twelve 
years old, the above return must be given in on Saturday 
next or sooner if possible as the General one must be sent 
to head quarters by next Monday’s Post.

Each company to give in a list of their non-commissioned 
officers and privates men that has not had the small-pox.

R. O. Montreal, 23rd Oct. 1782.
Copy Head Quarters, Quebec, 18th Oct. 1783

Parole : St. Timothy ; C. S. Etna. 
G. O. A t a general Court-Martial assembled at Quebec
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16th Oct 1783 of which Lieut-Col. French is president, the 
following prisoners were tryed and found guilty of desertion 
in breach of the first article of the 6th section of the article 
of war and sentenced as follows:—

John Hamilton, Montross’ ................................... 1500 Lashes
William Howard, “   800 “
John Gold, 31st Regiment...................................1000 “
Jerrard Keating, 31st Regiment.........................1000 “

His Excellency the Commander-in-chief approves of the 
above sentence and orders them to be punished at the head 
of such corps as the prisoners belong to without delay, on 
their regimental parade.

Major Latour has furnished us with the foregoing extracts 
from an old orderly book in his possession.

R E D  R IV E R  IN T H E  O LD EN  T IM E.

H A V E  to thank Mr. W. J. MacDonell, of Tor
onto, for the following letters, which he found 
among the papers of his late father. Our 
readers will be glad to learn that Mr. MacDonell 

has promised to send us others which we trust will prove 
equally interesting;—

Montreal, November 16th, 18 15 .
M y  D e a r  B r o t h e r ,

In the year 1803-4 when the Earl of Selkirk visited 
Boston, there were numbers of young Irishmen unsettled 
and apparently at a loss how to dispose of themselves in and 
about it. The Earl requested me to mention this to you 
that you might enquire how many could be induced to en-
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gage themselves for eighteen months, to perform a voyage 
through the Upper Lakes to the Red River, where lands 
would be granted to the deserving who should feel inclined 
to settle there amongst their countrymen, who are to reach 
it through Hudson’s Bay, with their families. Catholic 
Priests are promised, by which means they will have the 
consolations of religion to accompany them. Have the 
goodness to make the proper enquiries respecting the number 
that could be depended upon, and what monthly wages they 
would expect, and let me know the result of your researches 
with the least possible delay. I have passed twelve years 
of the prime of my life in the Red River, region and if I was 
not prevented by particular circumstances, should have no 
objection to return to it and pass the remainder, because I 
have the presumption to think I could be of use to the Col
ony from inclination, local knowledge of the Country, and 
acquaintance with the natives, freemen &c. The settlers 
who were with (our brother) Miles, report that wheat, barley 
and potatoes, yielded fifty bushels of return for one bushel 
of seed, I know that horses are plenty; when I left that 
quarter the price of a good draught horse was about a gallon 
of Rum and a pound of Tobacco. To give you an idea of 
the numbers of Buffaloes who occasionly frequent those 
parts, I shall relate that in May 1795, I got on board of my 
canoe at sun-rise, left the forks of the River Qui’Appelle, 
and put up for the night at sun-set the same day, at a place 
called the Grand Bois, after having from the canoe counted 
7360 carcasses of Buffaloes, dead, (i. e. drowned and mired.) 
in the River and on its banks. Such a melancholy sight 
seldom occurs, for in the twelve years above mentioned I 
witnessed it but once. The lands in that quarter are al
ready cleared, nor need the settlers cut any trees but such 
as they wish to convert the wood of, to some useful purpose. 
Plenty of hay can be cut from partial low places in the 
plains, where it grows long and is so good that horses keep
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fat and in good spirits upon it during a long six months 
winter. The natives in the immediate environs where the 
settlement commenced, are friendly, few in number and 
well disposed towards the colonists. Wheel Carriages may 
run in almost any direction and to almost any distance with
out following any direct road, for the whole country is a 
road. The meat of the Buffalo is good beef and his wool 
will make garments ; what young man of spirit but would 
like to see such a scene as that country presents the aston
ished eye with, in the numerous herds of buffaloes feeding 
quietly in one part and fine bands of noble deer basking in 
the sun in the same view ! How would his heart leap for 
joy after bringing down at the first shot a huge Buffalo 
weighing more than an American oX. Remember me &c, 

Your affectionate brother,
J o h n . M a c D o n e l l .

M r . W . J . M a c D o n e l l ,

This letter was enclosed in the following;—

Montreal, December 1st, 18 15. 
S i r .

In transmitting the enclosed letter from your brother, 
I take the liberty of explaining that it is not my wish to 
engage a great number of the people that he refers to, but 
rather a few chosen men, of whose character you can have 
good information and who are likely to prove trusty and 
useful. My idea is that they should be engaged at month
ly wages for a period of 1 S months, but with the option for 
me to dismiss them at any earlier time, paying them wages 
for the number of months they have served. I mean to 
give each man, at the end of his service an allotment of 50 
acres of land gratuitously, and also to give a free passage 
to any young woman who may agree at his invitation to 
come to the Colony as his wife : but these advantages are
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to be only for those whose conduct is perfectly satisfactory 
to me and are therefore to be considered as entirely in my 
option. A ll those however who desire it, shall be 
brought down free of expence to Montreal, or to Upper 
Canada, or any other place that may be agreed upon, 
whether they serve out their 18 months or are dismissed at 
an earlier period. I observe that your brother hardly does 
justice to the climate of Red River, as (by accurate register 
of the weather,) it appears that the winter does not set in 
till November and breaks up early in April. I do not 
specify any wages to be offered, as that must depend on 
what the people can earn where they are, I should hope 
that something nearly similar to the ordinary monthly 
wages country labourers, might be sufficient and that the 
the extra advantages which I propose, might serve to 
balance the distance of the settlement. I propose early 
next spring, to go up with these people myself, which may 
serve as an answer to any one, who apprehends danger from 
the Indians. I think those men will be satisfied when they 
know that they will be exposed to no danger but such as I 
must share with them. I have the most unquestionable 
evidence, that the people who committed such unjustifiable 
outrages against your brother Miles, were not Indians, but 
British subjects, whom I am determined to bring to justice : 
and I trust that the example of their punishment will pre
vent any similar attempt from being made in future. A s 
the ord inary residence of your brother is out of the way of 
the Post, it may be as well if your answer is sent, under 
cover to me here

Your obt. servt,
S e l k i r k .

W m . J o h n s o n  M a c D o n e l l , E s q .
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C H R IS T M A S T ID E  A T  Q U EBEC .
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BY JOHN READE, K. R. S. C.
( Front the Magazine o f American History.)

^ ^ ^ E A S O N S  of festivity, both sacred and secular, have  
never lacked zealous observance in Canada. The 

earliest colonists were essentially a religious people. Even 
when at sea Jacques Cartier was mindful of his calendar; 
and the great river that was expected to bear the adventur
ers to far Cathay was named after the valiant deacon who 
defied the power of heathen Rome. Something of the cru
sading spirit as well as chivalry still lingered in the minds of 
Frenchmen, and even Basque and Breton sailors aspired to 
share the labours of the missionary. Such men were not 
likely to allow fast or festival to pass unnoticed. And, as 
they came of a gay and sociable race, in any plan of life that 
they might adopt merriment and goodcheer were pretty sure 
to have recognition. The beginning of their career on this 
continent was fitly marked by the union of solemn rite with 
simple festivity. They were eager to convert the savages, 
but in the intercourse between the leaders and the Indian 
chiefs there was, excepting the interruption of war, a certain 
courtly courtesy, Amid his preaching and baptizing, the 
versatile Lescarbot did not neglect the rules of the Ordre de 
Bontcmps, which Champlain found more healthful and profit
able than any medicine. Later on we find the Jesuit fathers 
recording, amid graver occurrences, the paying ol New Year’s 
compliments and the exchange of New Year’s gifts. Christ
mas Eve had its midnight mass and consecrated bread and 
anthems duly sung. We learn from Lc Journ al dc Jcsuitcs 
for 1645, that the first bell for the midnight service sounded 
at eleven o’clock ; again at a little before half-past eleven 
the warning note was heard, and the choristers began to 
chant the “ Venez, mon Dieu” and “Chantons Noel,” Even 
the names of those who led the choir are commemorated.
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Monsieur de la Ferte took the bass, while Saint Martin 
(Martin Boubat) played the violin. There was also a Ger
man flute which went well with the other music. Then a 
few minutes before midnight the Te Demn was sung; while 
the devout strains were ascending the cannon announced 
the hour of twelve, and the mass began. On the same 
occasion the consecrated bread was distributed— the first 
time we are told for several years, rivalries as to precedence 
having induced the clergy to discontinue the custom.

During the last quarter of a century a similar interdict had 
been placed on the midnight mass in the city of Montreal, 
but for different reasons. The denial to devout Catholics of 
a religious service which they so highly prize, on account of 
the levity or irreverence of a portion of the community, was 
however, so much taken to heart that orders were given for 
its resumption, and of late years it has formed one of the chief 
attractions of Christmastide, not only to Roman Catholics, 
but to Protestants. There is no ceremony more imposing, 
or which brings more fully into play what is grand, pictur
esque, and pathetic in the Church of Rome, than the mid
night mass in such a temple as Notre Dame of Montreal, when 
crowded through its fair proportions with from 12,000 to 
15,000 eager worshippers. Such a sight, once seen, is never 
forgotten. It is then, indeed, that Notre Dame is seen in 
all its magnificence and beauty, enhanced by all that the 
church has of joyous splendour and its visible influence on 
the human heart.

The midnight mass in the quiet country village or isol
ated parish hamlet has a different kind of attraction, but 
it has also an impressiveness peculiar to itself. The souls of 
the worshippers are permeated by the one thought of the 
awful reality of the presence in which they stand. There 
is in the city, no doubt, faith implicit in the doctrine taught 
as vivid a feeling of the divine mysteriously but actually 
present, as it was present in the stable of Bethlehem cent
uries ago. But it is confined to comparatively few. In the
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country, the country of the French-Canadians, doubt has 
not yet made its home, There is at the rural ceremony, 
moreover, a homely, hearty sense of oneness, of sacred kin
ship, that comes of universal acquaintance, which is absent 
from the heterogeneous city gathering. Then there are the 
parties made up for the occasion, and the pleasant sleigh drive 
and the best of good fellowship, only temporarily doffed for 
the demeanor which is de rigueur before the altar. The 
midnight mass in Notre Dame is a spectacle to be seen 
once and remembered ever after. But the midnight mass 
in the village church is more in harmony with its surround
ings, those of Norman community of the early days of Louis 
XIV., which has lain perdu for two centuries amid the stir 
and noise of go-ahead America. It is the brother of a bishop 
who writes thus: “A  Quebec, on a cru pouvoir maintenir 
l’antique et touchante tradition de la nuit de Noel, et e’est 
une resemblance de plus avec ces vieilles villes bretonnes ou 
normandes d’ou nos peres partirent pour venir si loin. Jeu- 
di soir, on se serait cru a Rouen, a Nantes, ou a Rennes, i ly  
a deux siecles.” And if the comparison holds good of city 
with city, much more can it be maintained between the Can
adian village of to-day and the French village of two hund
red years ago.

Socially there is little difference between the observance 
of Christmas by French-Canadians and of that which finds 
favour with their English neighbours. The Christmas tree 
is in vogue among both sections of the population. The 
children hang up their stockings, expecting them to contain 
gifts in the morning, when they are sure to wake betimes. 
But it is to “ le petit Jesus,” not to St. Nicholas, that French- 
Canadian boys and girls look for the bounty.

Some old beliefs that once existed among the habitants are 
Mr. Le May, the translator of “ Evangeline,” tells us, fast 
dying away. One of them was that of the temporary re
surrection of the last cure of the parish, who with his dead 
flock around him, recited the office for the day, his ghostly
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audience repeating the responses. Another tradition is 
that on Christmas night the light of the stars penetrates 
the opened recesses of the earth, sometimes revealing hidden 
treasures. The genuflexions of the oxen are common to 
most Christian communities. With Christmas among the 
French-Canadians, as among other peoples, are connected 
many curious rhymes which have been handed down from 
generation to generation. The strangest of these is what is 
known as L a  Guignolee, of which there are several versions. 
It is more immediately associated with New Year’s Day 
than with Christmas, but formerly the two holidays 
were closely connected. The Christmas season 
may, indeed, be said to terminate only with Epiph
any, which by many is still called old Christmas 
Day. The origin of the L a  Guignolee is unknown 
though the explanation ab nqui, Van tteuf !  is the one gener
ally given. This would carry the custom back to the Druids 
and the gathering of the sacred mistletoe (gut, viscum) to 
which Piny makes reference (Hist. Nat. X VI, 249.) The 
custom is still kept up, Mr. Suite says, in some parishes of the 
Provimee of Quebec, of singing the Guignolee on the even
ing of Sylvester’s Day, that is New Year’s eve. As the 
words of this ancient invocation may be new to some of the 
readers of the Magazine, I append one of the versions con
tained in the Chansons Populaires du Canada of Mr. Ernest

Bonjour le maitre et la maitresse 
Et tout le monde de la maison. 
Pour le dernier jour de l ’annee 
La Ignolé vous nous devez.
Ne vous vouslez rien nous donner 

Dites-nous-le.
Ou emmenera seulement 

La fille ainee
Ou lui fera faire bonne chere,
Ou lui fera chauffer les pieds.
Ou vous demande seulement 

Une chignee,

Gangon:—
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De vingt a trente pied de long 
Si vous voulez-e.

La Ingnolee, la Ignoloche,
Mettez du lard dedans ma poche !
Quand nous fum’s au milieu du bois,
Nous fum’s a l’ombre ;
J ’entendais chantes le coucou 

Et la coulombe.
Rossignolet du vert bocage 
Rossignolet du bois joli.
Et va-t-en dire a maitresse 
Que je meurs pour ses beaux yeux.
Tout’ fille qui n’a pas d’amant,

Comment vit-elle ?
Elle vit toujours en soupirant 

Et toujours veille.

------------ ■ «»«»«■ ----------------

A  R E L IC  O F P R E H IS T O R IC  M AN.

H E Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba 
has received from H. W. D. Armstrong C. E. a 
most interesting and valuable relic of prehistoric 
man ; in the form of a hook shaped implement of 

native beaten copper which was found by him in a cutting 
on the Canadian Pacific Railroad at a point just east of the 
Pic River on the north shore of Lake Superior.

The hook when found was seventeen inches in length, but 
the workmen broke from the thicker end, a piece about four 
inches long for the purpose of seeing what the metal looked 
like beneath the surface. It is well rounded, quite smooth and 
even, while showing clearly the laminated form produced by 
hammering. Tapering from four inches in circumference to 
a sharp point, it has two bends, fairly turned, one being four 
inches from the point with an angle of 45 degrees, and the 
other at the extreme sharp end, which seems to have been 
made to prevent a suspended utensil from slipping off when 
it was drwn back from the fire, for it evidently was used as 
a pot hook. Towards the sharp end a number of small
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cavities appear as if the metal had been slightly corroded. 
In the inside of the angle there is a worn spot, apparently 
caused by the friction of articles hung upon it.

Such a large number of copper implements and ornaments 
have been found about the shores of Lake Superior, and in 
the Mound districts of the Ohio and Mississippi, as in the 
Mounds of our own Rainy River country, that this one, so 
recently discovered, would not have any exceptional interest 
for us were it not for the peculiar situation it was in and the 
circumstances under which it was brought to light, after 
having b jen buried for ages under many feet depth of earth.

The hook was found on a sloping rock under about 25 
feet of drift clay and sand, topped by a layer of gravel, the 
elevation of the place being, by actual measurement made 
by Mr. Armstrong, 98 feet above the surface of Lake Super
ior. The Pic River, which flows within 600 feet of the spot 
having little or no fall from there to the lake.

The raiiroad cutting was made through two ridges of rock, 
which rise about the level of the surrounding country, and 
enclose between them the clay and sand deposit. This was 
done to secure a good crossing over the Pic.

There would necessarily be a depth of water of 30 feet 
over the adjacent country before it could flow over and fill 
this pocket between the ridges with the drift deposit. A s 
the Pic River is within such a short distance “ 600 feet” 
and runs in a deep valley, it seems practically impossible 
that the deposit could have been washed into the pocket 
unless the waters of Lake Superior were 128 feet above the 
present level. I f  that was not the case and no great geolog
ical changes have taken place since, the grand spectacle 
might have been seen by one there to witness it, of an 
immense body of water at least 30 feet deep pouring over 
the rocky shore into the lake. Otherwise how could the 
stratified deposit of 30 feet have been carried over the rocky 
barriers of the pocket ?

The hook was found amidst a number of fragments of
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charred wood, some pieces of which were an inch and a half 
in diameter, but the deposit covering it did not show any 
layers of vegetable mould or remains, the strata being entire
ly of clay and sand with the topping of drift gravel. The 
bottom of the pocket is fairly level and there is no elevation 
in the vicinity that would cause a local flood to wash the 
sand and clay into it from an opening, any flood would pour 
jts waters round the rocks directly into the deep valley of 
the Pic. There are extensive sandy flats in the vicinity, the 
land sloping to the lake shore in a series of steps which are 
evidently the old Lake beaches.. The question naturally 
arises : When was the implement placed where it was found ?

There can be no doubt that it was left behind by the per
son who used the fire, the remains of which were around it. 
The place was well sheltered from winds and a secure camping 
ground on account of the high walls surrounding it prevent
ing the light of a fire from being seen, even at a short dis
tance. It is well known that modern Indians seek such 
places to prevent their enemies from detecting their presence•

Could the individual who left it there have been one of a 
people living near the foot of the great Northern Glacier( 
which, under some extraordinary circumstances, sent down 
a vast volume of water and drift, thus covering the country 
where this copper article was lying ? After denudation might 
leave the sheltered deposit undisturbed, while carrying off 
material outside the rocky ridges.

One becomes lost when an attempt is made to calculate 
how many centuries have passed since the drift settled down 
over this old camping place.

It is impossible to arrive at the age of such an implement 
by its appearance or the degree of its workmanlike finish, 
it being easily understood that different individuals of a tribe, 
or different tribes inhabiting a country adjacent to each 
other, would at a parallel date manufacture articles, from the 
same material and with the same tools, which would show 
good or bad workmanship according to the skill of the in
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dividual artificer. An unskilful worker of a recent age would 
not make a better implement than a good artifice of a ruder 
age, This hook was evidently made by a skilful and ex
perienced mechanic, but in what age he lived it is impossible 
to say from any date furmished by its appearance or state 
of preservation.

The presence of this inplement manufactured by a human 
being of some intelligence, in such a good place, 
and under such circumstances is deeply interesting to 
archaeologists as it brings up the question of the antiquity 
of the aboriginal people of North America as well as the 
possibility of great geological changes in the north shore of 
Lake Superior.

Photographs of the hook with a description of the locality 
in which it was discovered have been sent to many leading 
archcelogists of England and America who may be able 
to give some information as to the age of the deposit.

The facts regarding the levels and character of the natural 
features of the neighbourhood are furnished by Mr. Arm 
strong a railroad engineer of standing and experience.

C H A S. N. B E L L , F.R .G .S.

T H E  F IR S T  N E W S P A P E R  P U B L IS H E D  IN 
C A N A D A .

Alexander Lawson, proprietor of the Yarmouth 
(N. S.) Herald, has finally set at rest the question 
of the establishment of the first newspaper in Can
ada. Mr. Bourinot,in his “ Intellectual Develop- 

opment of the Canadian People,” and others, have credited 
the Quebec Gazette, established in 1764, as being the pion
eer newspaper in these Provinces, but the historical fact, as 
related by Mr. Lawson, fixes the first newspaper enterprise 
as far baek as 1752, thirteen years before the publication of
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the Quebec Gazette. The result of Mr. Lawson’s research 
bears out the “ Dominion Annual Register and Review” for 
1882, which gives Nova Scotia the credit of having given 
birth to the first newspaper published in what is now the 
Dominion of Canada, the year being fixed at 1753 instead 
of 1752, a mistake of one year only. Mr. Lawson thus re
lates his discovery:—

On my passage from Yarmouth, in the ‘New Brunswick,’ 
I had the pleasure of an introduction to Mr. Henry J. Mor
gan, of the Department of State, Ottawa, and editor of"the 
“ Dominion Annual Registerand Review.” Our conversation 
naturally drifted into the subject of Nova Scotia newspapers. 
Referring to the early journals of the Province, Mr. Morgan 
stated that a Halifax gentleman had informed him that he 
saw in the Legislative Library in the State House, Bos
ton, a copy or a Halifax paper published in 1753, uncjer 
the title (as Mr. M. understood) of the Mercury. As this 
date was only four years after the settlement of Halifax, I 
thought there must be some mistake, and concluded to in
vestigate the matter if possible. Soon after my arrival at 
Boston I mentioned this intention to my esteemed friend, 
Mr. Chas. E. Hurd, of the Boston Transcript, and that gen
tleman kindly furnished me with a letter of introduction to 
Mr. C. B. Tillinghurst, Librarian of the Legislative Library. 
I at once proceeded to the State House, where I was most 
courteously treated by Mr. Tillinghurst, who after a diligent 
but vain search after ancient Nova Scotia newspapers ac
companied me to the office of the Secretary of State (in the 
same building), who was equally obliging and equally un
successful in his search, Mr. Tillinghurst then gave me a 
note of introduction to the Hon. Samuel Green, of the Mass, 
achusetts Historical Society, Tremont street. Mr. Green 
was absent, but a gentleman to whom I made known the 
object of my visit in a few seconds brought from an alcove 
a bound volume of old Nova Scotia papers, dating as far

Original from
U N IV E R S IT Y  O F W IS C O N S INGoogleDigitized by



back as 1752. The first in the collection was No. 1 of the 
Halifax “ Gazette,” dated March 23rd, 1752, “printed by- 
John Bushnell, at the Printing Office in Grafton Street.” 
The paper is about 10 by 15 inches in size, printed in open 
leaf of two pages, two broad columns to a page.
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F U N E R A L  A R M O R  IN C H U R C H E S.

O M AS H E A R N E , the celebrated Oxford anti
quarian writer, affirms that the custom of hang
ing up the armor of kings and nobles over the 
monuments of the dead in churches came from 

Canute’s placing his crown upon the crucifix at Winchester 
after he found that he could not make the waters obey him. 
This armor was in early times that which was actually worn 
by those whose bodies slept below, acording to a thirteenth 
century book, entitled “ The Ancren Riwle” where it is 
stated that “after the death of a valiant knight men hung 
up his shield high in the church to his memory.” The 
practice is alluded to by Shakespeare, in his play of “ King 
Henry V I,”  in these words :

“ Is ’t Cade that I have slain, that monstrous traitor?
Sword, I will hallow thee for this thy deed,
And hang thee o’er my tomb when I am dead.”

Real armor continued to be placed over the place of in
terment of warriors for some time, b ut itbecame not necess
arily that which was actually worn by the person over 
whose tomb it was displayed, but simply armor made to 
wear. In course of time, however, imitative armor was sup
plied for funeral purposes. This practice is at least as old, 
as the well-known antiquary, Sir William Dugdale, for he 
states, on the authority of a MS. at Merevale, dated 1667. 
the charges of various articles for the achievement of a 
knight, which were— for the helmet, gilt with silver and 
gold, one pound ; crest, carved and colored in “oyle” thir
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teen shillings : sword with velvet "scabbard” ten shillings ; 
the “ tarze” carved and gilt “ in oyle" sixteen shillings; a 
gauntlet, ten shillings and silver spurs, with velvet spur- 
leathers, five shillings. Mr. J . G. Waller, a great authority 
on the subject, tells us that “ all the helmets made for mere 
show belong to the class called ‘ armets ’ of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuaries. The true ones are stout in 
make, and all their parts are movable, i.e., the vizor and 
beaver,&c. This is not so in the false ones. Their constit
uent parts are roughly put together, and if they move at all, 
which is not often, it is with difficulty, and they are never 
quite complete. It sometimes appears that an old helmet 
has been botched up for the occasion, and this can always 
be distinguished in examination. Gauntlets, spurs and 
swoads would in all cases be orignal, and arc not now com
monly met with,” With that gentleman we agree in ths 
statement that “ it is much to be regretted that these objects 
receive such little care at the hands of the ex-officio custodes 
of our churches. They are generally banished in all “ restor
ations,’ or hidden away, so preparing for some future ab
straction. Even if this is not done they are dissevered from 
adjacent memorials, and their interest destroyed. It seems 
very difficult to inculcate the fact that these relics, as well 
as our monuments, belong to our domestic history.”— L ei
cester (Eng.) Advertiser.
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A  D IS C O V E R Y  M A D E B Y  MR. C. N. B E L L .

ST. A N D R E W S  Mr. C. N. Bell has discover
ed the arrowhead workshops and the ancient 
potteries of the Mound Builders, He secured 
183 flint and other stone points for arrows 

or lances, some of which were very finely finished. He 
also brought back 37 fragments of earthen vessels, each 
decorated in a different way by indentations and markings,
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*some of them quite artistic in design and execution. Amongst 
other articles obtained are a stone axe, stone tools for making 
flint points, shell beads, a small perforated earthenware tube 
like the stem of a pipe, a small hammer, beaver tusks, flint 
cores for making arrowheads, etc., etc. I f  there are any flint 
deposits in this country,they are not generally known. 
Some of the arrow heads are made from quartz almost 
transparent. The pottery seems to have been made by crush
ing decomposed granite and mixing it with the clay when 
the vessels were baked. Several lumps of the granite used 
were found be side the broken pottery, and fragments of 
coarse earthenware show clearly the granite with the clay.

This is the first large find of stone implements in this 
country and it is most interesting to know the site where the 
artizans of the Mound Builders used to sit and fashion im
plements and weapons, to exchange with those who hunted 
and fished. The investigations made by the American 
Government show clearly that certain members of the com
munity were expert stone workers and followed the manu
facture of stone articles, as a regular calling.

Canadian archaeologists will be much pleased and interest 
ed in the discoveries just made.

--------------- --------- ------------ -

1 3 2  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN.

— A N  A N C IE N T  CUSTO M .—The drawbridge at Shir- 
burn Castle, Lord Macclesfields’s, is still drawn up at night, 
as likewise was up to 1864, and probably still is, that at 
Helmingham, Lord Tolemache’s stately old home in Suffolk, 
where tradition goes that the drawbridge has been pulled 
up every night for 700 years. Helmingham is a splendid 
specimen of a mansion of its period.
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T H E  G E O R G E  B U R N S  FA R T H IN G .
£(JJO M E time ago I was informed by a Western collector 

that he had discovered a new Canadian coin hailing 
from London, Ontario. After having inspected the 

coin I found it to be a brass farthing, size 2 1 millemetres.
Obv:—V ICTO RIA R EG IN A . Head of the Queen to the left. 
R e v : — GEOf; BU RN S | CLO THING j LONDON. Two scroll or
naments one above and the other below "clothing.”

It was found in a small village near London and when it 
was shewn to Mr. Burns he stated that it had been struck in 
England for him and that the whole issue, one thousand or 
five thousand, he could not remember which, had been put 
into circulation. He also stated that he had not a single 
specimen in his possession nor had he seen one for years.

Mr. Burns commenced the retail clothing business, as a 
partner in the firm of Higginson & Burns, in 1861 which firm 
was dissolved towards the close of 1863. In 1864 Burns 
opened out for himself continuing alone until 1880, when he 
admitted Mr. Lewis as partner and commenced a wholesale 
business as Burns & Lewis.

From these facts we gather that the coin, if a Canadian 
one, cannot be more than twenty years old. But the style 
of workmanship and design would seem to indicate that 
it should be dated at least twenty years farther back. The 
obverse is in low relief and seems to be from a die used in
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striking one of the many card markers, bearing the Queen’s 
head, that were issued in 1837.

The farthing size, a denomination seldom issued in Canada 
and never circulated in Ontario, would make it simply an 
advertising card without the advertising advantages arising 
from circulation. This, with the absence of the letters C. W. 
for Canada West, seems to point to London England as the 
place of issue of this coin. I therefore turned to “ Batty’s Cat
alogue of the Copper Coinage of Great Britain” and found 
that on page 557 of vol. II  it was thus described among the 
farthing tokens of London.

BURN S.

878 Obv :— “ Geoe. Burns Clothing London,” and two or
naments.

R ev  :— Bust to left “Victoria Regina.” Brass, 
Although this does not settle the point it has helped some

what to confirm the belief that this coin was struck, about 
the year 1840, for some English Burns and that the Canad
ian Burns, when on a visit to London, England, found a 
namesake in the same business who had a supply of these 
tokens and seeing that the inscription answered to his own 
business, and place obtained a few for himself. Can any one 
furnish further information that may elucidate this point ?

R. W. McLachlan.

1 3 4  THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN.

P R E L IM IN A R Y  IN V E S T IG A T IO N S  A T  
ST. A N D R E W ’ MOUND.

S E P T E M B E R  last Mr. C. N. Bell of Winnipeg 
superintended the opening of one of the tumuli 
of the Mound Builders situated in Manitoba 
We subjoin the following account from the Wnni- 

peg “ Free Press” ;—
Mr. C. N. Bell, chairman of the special committee of the 

Historical Society of Winnipeg, undertook to have a party
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of workmen on the spot at an early hour, as a great quantity 
of earth and some large oak trees had to be removed before 
the true excavating work could be commenced. The work
men were on hand early in the forenoon when Mr. Bell 
arrived at the mound, so he decided to go on and do the 
preliminary work, and though showers of rain fell at inter
vals during the whole day, a large quantity of earth was 
removed from the top of the mound, and a cutting made 
across it to a depth of a foot and a half to the level 
where remains began to appear. The cutting was then left 
so that further excavations might be gone on with when the 
postponed excursion should take place. Some eighteen years 
ago a shaft was sunk to a depth of seven feet to the south 
of the centre of the mound and a number of stone, shell 
and earthenware articles brought to light, together with a 
quantity of human remains. Mr. Bell caused the workmen to 
dig a quarter circle trench around this old shaft extending 
down to the clay bed on which the mound rests. On 
breaking the surface human skeletons, generally very much 
decayed, were uncovered at every few feet, and fully twenty 
were uncovered in the trench. The bodies had been 
buried in all sorts of positions, some horizontally face up
wards, some in a sitting position with the knees drawn up, 
and in one place some eight piles of the main bones, each 
with a skull on top, were found, appearing as if they 
had heen brought there for burial after the flesh had 
decayed. These bones were carefully laid in heaps and the 
skulls placed thereon. One large skeleton in a fair state 
of preservation was found in a sitting posture with the lower 
part of the body sunk into the clay, and around it two stone 
tubes, one large perforated sea shell breast ornament, finely 
rounded and polished, and a very tiny red earthenware 
cup or pot. The soil surrounding each body was very 
carefully examined and sifted for the purpose of finding 
any articles which might be buried with the remains, but
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except in two or three cases none were found. Amongst the 
relics discovered were fresh water mussels, shells, thin per
forated stone tubes supposed to have been used by medicine 
men, for the purpose of “sucking” evil spirits out of the sick, 
buffalo and deer horns, baked lumps of clay and a pecu
liar earthenware, conical shaped tube three inches in length 
and five inches in circumference at the base. The perforation 
is also larger at one end than at the other. The inside of this 
earthenware article is much decayed but the outside is firm 
and smooth and appears to have been glazed. The little 
cup fell into small fragments when taken from the earth 
The skull of this large skeleton was stained red and yel
low likely from the earthy paints which decorated the head 
when it was buried, the color also affected the earth 
which came in contact with it. All through the mound 
charred remains of cones and wood were found, together 
with small lumps of baked red clay like fragments of

The cutting was run around the old shaft in the hope 
that some discovery might be made, and as it was not 
likely that the search would be continued at this corner, 
the main parts of the mound extending over three 
quarters of the circle were left intact except where the top 
earth was removed to facilitate the opening when the Histor
ical Sociery goes down in force. The cutting exposed a 
platform of small boulders, which likely extends in a circle 
of sixteen feet in diameter under the centre of the 
mound. When the old shaft was sunk this platform was 
seen, and the cutting showed that it extended about eight 
feet from the centre when it stopped. Spme of the stones 
on the outside of the circle were taken up, and underneath 
one was found the inside core of a buffalo-horn and under 
another a piece of deer-horn both considerably decomposed. 
From the prevalence of fragments of bones and charcoal in 
close proximity throughout the entire soil it would appear

bright red building brick.
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that fires had been made, remains burned, and earth thrown 
over the whole while still burning. Large pieces of oak 
in some cases had been laid over the bodies, which 
were found to be in such a state of decay that though often 
showing the grain and lines of growth they crumbled to 
pieces in the hand, leaving a substance like sachet powder 
of a brilliant Vermillion color. Mr. Bell will not venture any 
opinion as to the age of the mound but refers to the state of 
the remains where they have been preserved in the soil, which 
was very dry, and refers to the size of the oak trees over a foot 
in diameter, growing on top of the mound, the roots in many 
cases having penetrated five and six feet into the soil and 
disturbed the bones and skulls, as indicative of an early date. 
A s the above was the result of only some preliminary work 
done to prepare for the regular opening it is most likely that 
the Society will obtain many relics when a thorough search 
is made.

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 13 7

A N  A N C IE N T  A N C H O R.

'  IN T E R E ST IN G  R E LIC  P R E SE N T E D  TO T H E  CANADIAN 

IN ST IT U T E .

H E Canadian Institute has been presented with an 
interesting relic of the early history of Canada, 
which calls to mind the climax of the struggle 
between the French and English for possession 

of this country. The relic consists of an anchor which is 
believed on good ground to have belonged to one of the 
French ships which were sunk in the bay in front of Louis- 
bourg, Cape Breton, when the French were defeated by 
Boscawen in 1758. On the coast of Cape Breton there is an 
almost land-locked bay, A t the entrance to this bay was 
a fortress of iinmence proportions which for a long time was 
impregnable to the English. The fortifications were of a very 
complete character, and within this stronghold the French 
defied their invaders. This structure has for more than
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a centuary served as a stone quarry, and still the remains of 
its vast defences are to be seen. The efforts of the English 
were concentrated in overcoming this stronghold. On June 
1st, 1758, there were five French ships of the line in the har
bor and seven frigates. The fort was attacked on land for 
several days. Finally a fleet of English vessels were notic
ed making towards the besieged fort. The French, in order 
to prevent the fleet from entering the bay, decided to 
sink four ships at the entrance. This was successfully 
accomplished. Only five ships of the line were left in the 
harbor. After a determined struggle the English, under com
mand of Genl. Amherst, drove the French from their strong
hold. Fire was immediately opened upon the ships in the 
harbor, which were feebly manned. One of them was set 
fire to by a bomb. Subsequently the vessel exploded, and 
the wind blew the flames into the rigging of two of the other 
ships. A ll night the three ships burned till they were con
sumed to the water’s edge. In the morning only two ships 
remained in the •harbor. These were seized by the English 
The place has been almost deserted ever since. On Aug. 
3 1st H. M. S. “Canada,” commanded by Captain Arthur C. 
Curtis, dropped anchor in Louisbourg harbor on the site of 
the memorable struggle. When the anchor was raised there 
came up, hooked to the cable, another anchor. From its 
peculiar shape and aged appearance it was supposed to have 
belonged to one of the French vessels which were sunk in 
the harbor. Capt. Curtis forwarded the anchor and the par
ticulars of the finding of it to Vice-Admiral Sir J .  Edmund 
Commerell, V. C., K . C. B., commander in chief of the North 
American and West Indian station. Sir J .  E. Commerell 
communicated with Mr. Sandford Fleming, asking him if 
there was a museum in Halifax to which he could present 
the relic. Mr. Fleming, in reply stated that there was a 
museum in Halifax, but that it was crowded with relics, and 
the people of that city had no ends of anchors, both old and 
new. He suggested that it be sent to the Canadian Institute
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at Toronto, where it would be better appreciated. Sir J .  E. 
Commerell concurred in this view and agreed to send the 
anchor to this city. It arrived at the Canadian Institute on 
Saturday, together with a letter from Mr. Herbert F. Roe, 
the Vice-Admiral’s secretary, stating how. it was found. The 
anchor is about six feet in length and three feet in width. 
It is very much rusted and decayed, the salt water having a 
great tendency to corode the metal. There is very little doubt 
but that it belonged to one of the French vessels, as no 
other ships are known to have entered the harbor.

COIN S A L E .

E  collection of the Hon. George M. Parsons, of 
Columbus, Ohio was sold in New York on the 
sixteenth of October under the supervision of 
Mr. Edward Frossard. One of the main 

features of the collection was a series of the coins and 
medals relating to the French Colonies in America and 
to the Conquest of Canada. The peices were mostly 
in fine condition and the prices realized were higher than 
usual. The quarter crown “ Gloriam Regni ” was not 
sold, as it was limited at $325., more than it is worth 
to American or Canadian Collectors; one not so good 
brought $ 12 5 . at a previous sale. Two one twelfth Crowns 
from different dies brought $10 .50 each and a 1722 “ Colonies 
Francoises” copper brought $1.60. The restrikes in Silver 
of the jetons sold from $5.35 to $6.00. An original 
speciman of the 1757 jeton, the dies of which have been 
lost, sold for $26.00. A  silver restrike of the DeLevi medal 
$5.50 a “ Kebeca Liberata” $.4.50. Of the Conquest medals 
the Louisburg with a Globe in silver sold for the highest 
price known $25.00.; a George II with Britannia in a 
Chariot $9.50, one with the French Arms reversed $10.00. 
Montreal taken $10.00, Canada subdued $20.00, and New
foundland 1762 medal $18.25. The same medal sold for 
$12,00  at the Bushnell sale,
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N EW  C A N A D IA N  COINS.

THE FAUCHER TOKEN.

This token which has just come to light was struck in 
Chicago about five or six years ago.

Obv. :— k. D. FANCHER j BILLIARDS | PETERBOROUGH.
Rev. :— good for | 5c. IN | trad e . There are a number 

of flourishes round the “ 5c” and “ IN .”  Brass 
size 25 vi.

By mistake the letter “ N ”  has been substituted for “ u ”  in 
the name. . Faucher ran a billiard saloon in Peterborough 
Ontario, for a number of years but a short time ago he 
failed and his effects were sold out bysherriff sale ; what be
came of the tokens, of which five hundred were struck, I 
have not been able to learn. They are now rare.

COINAGE OF 1 884.
Besides the five cent peice, described in the last number, 

ten cent peices of 1884 are found in circulation.
1885.

Five and ten cent peices of this year turn up occasion
ally, and I have been informed that there are also twenty-five 
cent peices with this date, but so far I have not seen any. 
On inquiring at the Deputy Receivers office in Montreal, I 
was told that he had received no silver coins during the 
years 1884-5, and he could not inform me to what office they
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had been sent, as he was not aware of their issue. It is like
ly they were either issued in Halifax or Winnipeg.

A  newspaper article stated the other day that their gen- 
uineess was doubted because of the absence of the letter 
“ H.” This is the work of Ralph Heaton & Son of Birming
ham, where, on account of pressure of business at the Royal 
mint, most of the Canadian coins had been struck. But, 
now that the mint has been enlarged and improved, it can 
undertake the coinage for the Colonies as well as for the 
present state ; hence the absence of this letter. This 
symbol has puzzeled even Numismatists of some standing, 
It was attributed to Sir Francis Hincks the finance minister 
when the Canadian silver coinage was first issued.
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SO M E N E E D E D  R E P A IR S  M A D E TO T H E  G R A V E  
OF T H E  F IR S T  M A Y O R  O F ST. JO H N  

B Y  T H E  H IS T O R IC A L  SO C IE T Y .

R over three quarters of a century the remains 
of Gabriel G. Ludlow, the first mayor of St. 
John and for a time commander-in-chief of the 
Province of New Brunswick, have lain forgotten 

and neglected in the old Carleton burial ground. Gabriel 
G. Ludlow was one of the most popular and most courted 
men of his time in the new province as well as one of its 
most energetic citizens. Yet for years his grave has been 
left in a most disgraceful condition. Through the action of 
the frost the marble slabs which mark the location of the 
burial places of the first mayor and his wife have been forced 
out of the earth until they now lie almost flat on the 
ground.

Few people who reside on the eastern side of the harbor 
know that on the top of Carleton heights adjoining the 
Presbyterian Church and overlooking the falls is located one
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of the oldest burying grounds in the city. Just when it 
was opened and who was the first person buried there no 
authentic record could be obtained, but it has probably been 
used as a burial ground since 1800 and perhaps before that 
date. Quite recently the church has been greatly improved 
and a portion of the fence surrounding the grounds repaint
ed. It is pleasing to know that in a short time the grounds 
are to be put in proper shape by the trustees of the church. 
The Historical Society decided that since the council has 
failed to look after the grave of Mayor Ludlow they would 
do so. On Friday Dr. A . A . Stockton, Mr. Jonas Howe 
Col. J .  R. Armstrong, Mr, G. Ludlow Robinson, Col. Cun- 
ard and two press representatives visited the grave, dug up 
the gravestones and set them up in proper position. The 
inscriptions on the stones, which may now be read with 
comparative ease, are as follows :

In memory of the
H onorable Ga b r ie l  G. L udlow ,

Late President of Her Majesty’s Council, 
and Commander-in-Chief 

of this Province 
Born April 16, 1736,

Died February 12, 1808.

Sacred to 
the memory of 
Ann L udlow ,

Relict of the late Gabriel G. Ludlow.
Born Oct. n th , 1743,
Died Oct. 15th. 1827.

Mr. Howe, who takes a great interest in the early history of 
the province and who was a leading spirit in having the grave 
of Mayor Ludlow looked after, gave the following interesting 
sketch of the army corps with which the first mayor of St. 
John was connected. During the year 1777, Col. Oliver 
DeLancy, a British regular officer, and a member of the cele
brated New York family of that name, was commissioned to 
raise a brigade of three battalions of Provincials for the ser
vice of the crown. The city of New York, then in the pos*
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session of the British, furnishing the larger portion of the 
men who compossed it. The First Battation, under Leut. 
Col. John Harris Onger, a New York loyalist, became cele
brated during the campaigns in the southern provinces, un
der Earl Cornwallis and other general officers, in 1779-80-81. 
The Second Battalion, under Leut. Col. Stephen DeLancy, 
served also during the campaigns in the southern provinces 
with distinction, particularly during the capture and subse
quent siege of Savannah, Georgia, in 1779. Leut. Col. Gab
riel G. Ludlow was commandant of the Third Battalion, 
which served during the whole progress of the war in New 
York and its vicinity, also furnishing detachments for special 
service in the south. The major of this battalion was Gab
riel Deveber.
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C O L L E G E  D E M O N T R E A L  M ED A L.

JR R A N G E M E N T S  were made for a reunion, in 
June, of those who had been educated at this 
college but, as circumstances prevented its being 
held at that time it was postponed until Septem

ber. On that occasion over one thousand of ‘les ancien eleves’ 
gathered from all parts of the Dominion and the United 
States. A ll ages and ranks were represented ; one old gen
tleman, nearly ninety, told over the incidents of college life 
in Montreal seventy-five years ago. The event was com
memorated by a medal, and imprssions in brass were worn 
by all who participated in the festivities. The medal was 
struck at the Paris mint for Mr. R. Beullac of Montreal who 
had secured the contract. The device is simple and ap
propriate. On the obverse is a representation of the old 
college building on college street, and the reverse two dates 
within a wreath, one the year of the foundation of the coll
ege and the other that of the reunion. The workmanship
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in not of the highest order ; the representation of the build
ing appears rough and clumsy while the perspective is poor.

Obv. :— college de Montreal, a front view of the old 
college building ; on the ground work are two sprigs of 
maple tied with a bow ; underneath R. BEULLAC MONTREAL.

R e v .:— 1767 | 1885 within a wreath of oak leaves to 
the right and laurels to the le ft: size 37 m.

When the Sulpecians arrived in Canada they found that 
they had been preceded by Jesuites at Quebec, so determin
ed to make Montreal their headquarters. The King of 
France gave them the greater part of the Island of Montreal, 
the revenues of which were to be expended in educating the 
inhabitants of the district. A  number of elementary schools 
were established at an early date, but it was not until 1767 
that higher education was attempted. The College thus 
founded was under the supervision of the gentlemen of the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice, and was for a long time held in 
their building next to the parish church. But, in 1814, it 
was removed to the more commodious structure erected for 
it on college street. This edifice, which was of rough stone 
consisting of the main building with two wings, continued 
to be used as a college until i860. In that year the com
modious pile, under erection on the priests farm, was far 
enough advanced to permit of removal. The old building 
in college street was at once leased to the Imperial Gover- 
ment to be used as a barracks for the troops that were sent 
out to Canada on account of the difficulties arising out of 
the Trent affair. The building has been turned into stores 
for which purpose a portion has been pulled down and a 
new front put in.

R. W. McLachlan.
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Plan of remains of Fort St. Gabriel, Montreal, measured 
and drawn August, 1883.

JSl.B. The heavy lines indicate the old buildings.
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C a n a d i a n  A n t i q u a r i a n

V o i . X II. O c t o b e r , 1885. N 0.4.

FO R T  ST. G A B R IE L .*

|T  seems to be characteristic of progress and devel
opment that the new should displace or replace 
the old; but that the old should be destroyed in 
the process is often, if not generally, unfortunate.

When in France, L a  Revolution “devoured her own child
ren” it was probably just as well for the peace of those who 
followed; but when works of art, achievements of architec
ture, monuments rich in historic interest, or simple illustra
tions and souvenirs of the past, are destroyed, the commun
ity is left poorer in at least some important elements of true 
refinement. This is especially the case when the destruc
tion proceeds from brutal “ Philistinism" or hardly less brutal 
ignorance. In the case of architectual Vandalism the ex
cuse offered is generally that of economic or commercial ne
cessity, and this excuse is no doubt often a valid one in 
European communities, which are, or were generally conser
vative, and, in the case of urban populations, having little

* A  paper read before the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society and illustrated 
by plans and measured drawings.
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room to spare. What commercial necessity it is that is 
threatening the city walls and towers of Nuremburg, design
ed by Albert Durer, I have not been able to learn, but to 
some their destruction will seem a greater piece of Vandal
ism than it would be to destroy his etchings, which could 
at least be faithfully copied. The French have perhaps been 
the greatest sinners of modern times in this way, and this 
may perhaps be attributed to the spirit of diablerie let 
loose at the time of the 1st Revolution and never since 
quelled. In England the commercial or other necessity plea 
has often been advanced, but there too “ Philistinism” and 
ignorance have a great deal to answer for. Among our 
neighbours to the South a spirit ot rampant democracy, akin 
to that which sent the French chateaux “skyward in flame,’’ 
has, until recently, made the destruction of everything out 
of date seem a service to the commonwealth.

We Canadians have to some extent caught the infection 
of a democratic contempt for the old and the merely vugar ad
miration for the new—the“glare and glitter,” which a certain 
writer has said is characteristic of American civilization. It is 
true that our Philistines and Vandals often advance the “ne
cessity” plea too, a plea which nine times out of ten is absurd; 
if there is anything of which we have an abundance, it is room, 
for old and new communities, for old and new cities, for old 
and new art, for old and new culture, for old and new insti
tutions, even for old and new ideas. The things which we 
chiefly lack are men and what men produce, and though 
men inevitably pass away, their best works remain, or would 
do so, if they were not purposely destroyed.

Fort St. Gabriel, though by no means one of our most im- 
poitant buildings, is or was a fairly good example of theper- 
manance of really good work, however plain and unpretend
ing, if only let alone. Le Vicux M ontrealhy Messrs. Beau- 
grand and Morin, gives the date of its erection as 1659, and 
speaks of it as being a wooden fort— in fact a mere stockade,
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It formed one of a chain of outposts extending from 
the city to St. Annes, the others being Verdun, Cuillerier, 
(King'sPostFarm?) Lachine, Remy, Holland, Gentilly, Point 
Claire, and Senneville or Boisbriant, though all of these were 
built later than 1659. St. Gabriel was established and main
tained by the gentlemen of the Seminary, never being granted 
as a seperate fief, hence it was known as the Domaine of St. 
Gabriel, and the stockade was built mainly for the purpose 
of protecting the large farm of 400 arpents. It derived its 
name from the patron saint of its founder, M. l’Abbe Gab
riel de Queylus, who also built the year previous the Fort 
Ste. Marie, below the city, from which the “current” is 
named and which Faillon says was the stronger and more

Perhaps it would be as well to quote Paillons brief notice 
of its foundation, page 386, V0I.2 as follows: “ Mais un plus 
grande secours procure aux travailleurs et au pays par les 
prêtres de St. Sulpice, des leurs arrived, fut l’etablissement 
de deux maisons destinées a servir de logement et tout en
semble de defense aux hommes qu’ils employèrent a cultiver 
les terres situés tout autour. * * * Ces deux terres, Ste,
Marie et St. Gabriel, situées aux deux extrémités de cette 
habitation (Villemarie) dit, M. Dollicr, servirent beaucoup 
a son soutien, a cause du grand nombre d’hommes que 
ces messieurs avaient en l’un et l’autre de ces deux lieux 
qui étaient alors comme les frontières de Montreal.

Il est vrai qu’il leur en avaient bien coûté, surtout 
les deux premieres années, les hommes étaient alors 
très rares et les vivres a très haut prix, mais les années sui
vantes ils attirèrent de P'rance quantité d’engagés.”

At the time of the destruction of the main building, in the 
summer of 1883, I fortunately applied to the late seectary of 
the Seminary, Mr. Marier, for information on certain points, 
and he not only referred me to Faillon’s work but very kindly 
furnished me with a number of details himself. From him
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I learned that this place was never occupied by a regular 
garrison, its defence being entrusted entirely to the farm 
servants. It was not armed with artillery, nor was 
it ever subjected to a regular siege, though some 
of the servants were surprised and killed while at 
work in the fields. It is evident that the house removed 
in 1883 was the orignal building spoken of by Faillon 
as a “citadele,” but when the wooden stockade was 
replaced by the stone wall of the fort, part of which is 
still standing, does not seem quite certain, but the present 
remains are said to date from as far back as 1680.

The fort was situated according, to Mr. Morin, about half 
way between Villemarie and the Eastern end of Lac a la 
Loutre, a long narrow and shallow lake about half as large 
again (on the old maps) as lie St. Paul which we now know 
as Nun’s Island. There was a small stream running from 
the lake to the river, the course of which is pretty closely 
followed by the Lachine canal. Perhaps I should 
mention that the lake called a la Loutre by Mr. Morin, 
is called Lac St. Pierre by Tessier. He describes the 
Domaine as extending from “ l’embouchure de lac St. 
Pierre ou est le moulin appelle Le Moulin Brullé, jusque 
au glacis de Lavois ou est le moulin a eau, appelé Moulin 
de Lavalle, le tout appartenant aux Seigneurs.”

The main building, marked (N0.1) on the plan, faced a little 
East of South-East, so that when St. Patrick St. was opened 
through, it cut off the Northern corner diagonally.- its e x 
treme length was 80 feet and excepting a sort of kitchen 
wing was 30 feet deep and the walls from the ground to the 
eaves about 15 feet. It had the high pitched roof and, 
massive chimnies so characteristic of our old houses. The 
walls were about two feet thick throughout, built of rubble 
stones and the mortar so hard that it was difficult to make 
any impression on it with pickaxes. The house consisted of 
three divisions ; the kitchen, as we may call it, 14 feet, by 16,
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inside, the walls and roof both being lower than those of the 
other part; the middle'division, »9 feet by 26 inside inea- 
urement, with one window and door in front and one 
dormer window in the roof. The dormer windows were of 
that style so common in Germany, which look as if they 
might have been made by cutting long narrow strips in the 
roof in this way, 
enough to insert 
centre room and

and raising the lower end iust high 
the sash. The partition between the 
the North-Western one was as thick 

and strong as the outer walls. The North-West room form
ed quite a respectable hall, 38 ft in length by 26 feet deep, 
and contained a huge fire-place suggestive not only of cold 
winters, but also of plentiful fuel and large logs. It had 
three windows and a door in front, and three windows in the 
roof. One would have thought that in a house built chiefly 
for defence that three outside doors would have been two 
too many, however the windows were well placed, being 6 
or 8 feet from the ground, and the house stood on a low 
mound, probably artificial. The most noticeable feature of 
the house was the arch which supported the roof-tree and 
rafters : half way between the ends of the large hall two piers 
not large, only 2 feet square, but wonderfully strong and 
well built, ran up inside the front and rear walls like inner 
buttresses, till they met the roof, then inclined inwards till 
they met in the centre forming a sort of an arch something of 
the shape of a chicken’s wish-bone. A s far as I know there 
is no other example of this peculiarity of construction in 
thecountry. In the summer of 1883 when theso-called “ Cita- 
dele” was demolished, there still stood at the corner of St. Pat
rick and Montmorency Streets, a small fragment of wall(No.4) 
about 12 feet long which had formed part of one of the store
houses inside the fort, demolished 30 or 40 years ag o ; then a 
breach of about 20 feet where a railway track had been run 
through, then along stretch of wall (N0.5), about 145 feet in 
jength up Montmorency St. towards the canal, and another
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bit along the canal front of about 40 ft. connecting with the 
stone store-house marked No. 3; and the long narrow stone 
barn marked N0.6. I have not been able to detemine the 
exact size of the fort, but it probably occupied the block of 
land situated between Montmorency and Conde Streets, and 
St. Patrick St. and the Canal bank, as well as about half as 
much more on the S. E. side of St.PatrickStreet, still remem
bered by some of the members of this society as “The Priests 
Garden.” The same friends remember the arched main 
gateway, resembling that of Cartier's ancestral home at St. 
Malo. The wall on Montmorency Street averages 10 or 1 1  
feet in height, and is about 30 inches thick at the ground, 
tapering up to about 24 inches at the top.

This of course is quite insignificant compared with Fort 
Ponchartrain, but approaches the dimensions of Boisbriant.

The only openings which I noticed in this part of the wall 
are doors and windows, the recent origin of which is very 
evident.

The store-house on the canal front is about 90 feet long 
with a depth of about 40 ft.

The walls are still about 12 feet in height, but were con
siderably higher, especially at the gables, but after a fire 
which occured there 25 or 30 years ago, they were reduced 
to their present condition.

The most noticeable features of this building are the heavy 
stone gateway buttresses, splayed outwards, projecting 7 feet 
from the walls, which measure 5 feet at the thickest part 
and slope to the height of the gate. A t one corner is what 
looks like a loophole, though of primitive construction, and 
there is a similar one a few feet from it and another one 
near the South gate, but filled in at the outer end. If there
were more originally, they have since been filled in.

Besides the above is the long low building, already referred 
to, the walls of which are not as thick as those already men
tioned, measuring only 27 inches at the ground. The length
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is about 137 feet, the breadth 25 feet; considerable parts of 
the North wall have been removed, but the other side is 
tolerably intact, showing a number of windows, and doors, 
splayed inwards, with cut-stone jambs.

The building adjoining this (No. 2) is, I should think, of 
a later date, the North and West sides are of stone; but the 
West was probably the East end of the other building. It 
looks as if it was originally, merely a wall connecting with 
the farm-house, and forming perhaps an inner line of de
fence.

There are certain resemblances between the remains of 
Fort St. Gabriel, and some others of our well known 
“antiques”; for instance, the North-West wall has 
the same rich reddish tinge so noticeable at Chateau 
Bigot, and on the old mills of Varennes and Boisbriant, 
and which is in such pleasing contrast to the cold grey of 
our ordinary lime-stone; then the mortar is of that hard 
flinty kind, dense as cement and slightly crystaline in ap
pearance, which remains firm and hard even after the stones 
are picked out.

But after all it may be asked “ cui bono?” what’s the use ? 
What is the use of wasting time and spoiling nice clean 
paper describing the battered remains of an insignificant 
outpost that was never the scene of any very exciting or

Well there are several answers which may be given. In the 
first place all things are comparative, and when the martial 
Abbe founded Fort St. Gabriel it was by no means insignifi
cant to the infant city of Villemarie, with its population of 472 
souls all told. When we remember that it was not until 67 
years later that the city walls were built, and remember the 
stormy times the colonists saw in that peroid, the idea is sug
gested that if it had not been for these outlying defences, 
the present “commercial metropolis" of Canada might have 
been snuffed out like a penny dip. Moreover, properly con-
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sidered, all historical remains are souvenirs not only of the 
people directly connected with them, and their times and 
conditions of life, but of all the succeeding events and changes 
of their environment.

It is a remarkable fact and one that will be very much 
regretted, especially by future generations, that so little has 
been done in the way of depicting by brush or pencil the 
events, the men and women and the buildings and natural 
scenery of the early days of our country, though volumes 
upon volumes have been written. There is one thing of 
which we may be sure and that is that the fertile and bloom
ing old Domaine, lying there between the little lake and the 
river, with its mills with its fort on the banks of the little 
stream, with its arched and buttressed gateways, its houses 
and barns with their high pitched roofs, was far more pic
turesque than any of its present dingy and smoky surround
ings.

But there were other buildings which were certainly not 
insignificant either in their proportions or their history, and 
if this modest description and brief record should have the 
effect of stimulating abler pencils than mine to rescue them 
from oblivion, the “cui bono” question will be most satisfac
torily answered.

R o s w e l l  C. L y m a n

------------ ,

T H E  G L A S T O N B U R Y  P E N N Y .

A  Criticism.
B y  R .  W . M c L a c h l a n .

1883, an article entitled “A  Baltim ore Penny,” 
appeared in the September number of the 
״ Magazine o f American H istory". In it the 
author, after describing a modern English trade 

token, which he attributes to Lord Baltimore, states that it 
was struck for the colony which that nobleman attempted to 
plant in Newfoundland in 1626. The whole article display-
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ed such an utter want of practical knowledge of numismatics, 
on the part of the author, that Mr. Appleton, the editor of 
the‘1 American Journal o f Numismatics,” characterized it as an 
“illustration of the folly of any other than a professional 
undertaking to write on Numismatics.”

Last January I described this coin in that journal; showing 
that it is one of the many trade tokens that were issued in 
England, during the years 1811 - 15 ,  on account ofthedepres• 
sion caused by the Napoleonic wars ; and that it was struck 
for the town of Glastonbury. It was with some surprise then, 
that, on looking over the October number of the ״ Magazine 
o f American History,” I noticed that Mr. H. W. Richardson, 
had written another Numismatic article. In this article, 
after recounting in the most thrilling manner his search after 
a pedigree for his pet penny, or “Glastonbury Medal,” as he 
now styles it, he seeks to atone for, or rather to gloss over, 
the glaring errors of the previous article. And, while still 
exhibiting ignorance of the subject, he grows highly sarcas
tic over Mr. Appleton’s classification of him among the non
professionals. And because (Mr. Appleton,) one of the best 
American authorities on Numismatic questions; because 
Mr. Poole,the chief of the Medal room in the British Museum; 
because Mr. Webster, an English connoisseur, and others 
could not offhand furnish the requisite information, he at once 
jumps to the conclusion that he is as good an authority as 
they. That is, one who had previously only given the subject 
a passing thought, or who had gleaned such information as 
could be secured in a cursory glance through books, writing 
with as much confidence as those who had devoted their 
whole lifetime to the study, because they had confessed 
ignorance on an obscure and insignificant point.

But why, some no doubt will ask, could not these learned 
men readily clear up the mist that obscured the history of 
this simple token ? The following among other reasons 
may serve as an answer,
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1st. The science of Numismatics is as wide as geography, 
deep as history and broad as commerce ; in which subjects 
its students should be thoroughly grounded. And 
besides this the true Numismatician should know, aye and 
does to a great extent know, the history of civilization, the 
customs and manners, the literature and art of all nations 
and ages. He must also understand weights and measures 
and something of metallurgy.

2nd. There are many hundreds of thousands of different 
kinds and varieties of Coins which are classified under diff
erent groups, such as Greek, Roman, Mediaeval, Oriental 
and Modern. And these groups may again be subdivided; 
any of which subdivisions, properly collected and described, 
may require the whole time of more than one professional.

3rd. This penny belongs to a subdivision which, while re
quiring less general knowledge than most of the others, ne
cessitates a special knowledge of its own which relates to few 
if any disputed or dark points in history.

4th. Collectors who confine their attention to the provincial 
tradesmen’s tokens of Great Britian, as this class is called, 
are the less prominent Numismaticians. Their work is con- 
seqently little known and their names seldom appear prom
inently before the general public.

From these facts it will doubtless be seen that the science 
is indeed extensive and that, while Mr. Appleton may be 
known as an authority on American, Mr. Poole * on oriental, 
and Mr. Webster on Greek and Roman Coins, neither can 
be supposed to hold the minor details of any but his 
own group within his grasp. And yet they all, from their 
general knowledge of the subject, could strike pretty near 
the truth as to age and place of mintage of most coins sub
mitted to them for inspection.

* Mr. Poole has published seven or eight volumes of the catalogue of orien- 
talcoins in the British Museum. The coins of this series, so unde
cipherable to ordinary men, are therein accurately described and arragned,
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It can thus be easily seen that if one of the less promi
nent Numismaticians had been consulted— an unpretending 
collector of “ provincial tokens”— he would have at c n:e 
named the Coin produced a specimen from his care
fully arranged cabinet and recounted, perhaps, such 
of its history as is still known. Mr. Batty, of Manchester, 
who pretends to no distinction as a Numismatist, has writen 
on the subject, having described and classified the whole of 
this subdivision, of over fifteen thousand varieties, in a work 
entitled "Batty's Descriptive Catalogue o f the Copper Coin- 
age o f the B ritish  Em pire.”

But to illustrate the point by a subject which is to 
most people more familar. From the manner in which 
Mr. Richardson rushes ofif into quotations on the slighest 
provocation, some of them rather pedantic or far fetched, 
he may be considered a literateur—an authority on books. 
Now should he be unable to name the author of a 
commonplace quotation from an obscure English pamph
let of the sixteenth century, would any one question his 
literary knowledge ; while a collector of such literature—a 
man of no reputation could without difficulty give the requis
ite infarmation. Would any one conclude that this pamph
let collector was as good an authority on books in general as 
he who could cite Homer and Horace by the page.

* He attempts to palliate his mistakes by stating that the 
coin was only used as a text and that “ the substance of 
the article was an historical sketch of Lord Baltimore’s 
career and particularly of his attempt to plant a colony at 
Ferryland.” But, with him, this penny is more than a text, 
it is the title of the article ; and in his own peculiar way he 
clusters the history of Lord Baltimore’s colonization scheme 
around it. And in his conclusion deduces th at:— “There 
can be no doubt that the Avalon penny with its quaint 
inscriptions was coined by this ingenious nobleman” (Lord 
Baltmore.) While the use of Coins as texts for historical
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papers is highly to be commended, containing as they do 
within themselves snatches of history epitomized, and while 
the use of one of old Avalon, as a text for a history for the 
new, may be pardoned, wrong conclusions, drawn by one 
entirely ignorant of the subject, except by what has been 
culled in a cursory glance through books, cannot be condoned.

Again, in his second article, Mr. Richardson goes on to 
state :— “That Messrs Boulton and Watt had considered 
thoroughly the dangers to which a public Coinage is 
exposed. Their pennies had engrailed or indented edges to 
prevent clipping or filing. * * * * *  It is reasonably 
certain, therefore, that the piece was executed at Soho 
after, but probably not long after, the Coinage of 
1797.” Now how do these statements agree with facts? 
The Coinage of 1797 was not engrailed although that of 
1799 was but consisted only of halfpence and farthings.

The engrailing or milling of copper coins was not 
intended as a safe guard against clipping or filing, as no 
profit that could be realized out of the operation would be 
sufficient to tempt any ones cupidity.

Mr. Richardson thinks it remarkable “that it should now 
be unknown in Glastonbury, while two specemins are In the 
collection of the Boston Numismatic Society.” But here 
again crops out the unprofessional. The Coin is common 
as are most of the English ninteenth century trade tokens. 
There is probably hardly any considerable collection of 
such tokens, which does contain a specimen of this Glaston
bury coin. The inference to be drawn, from this deficiency 
of knowledge with regard to their own coinage, on the part 
of the inhabitants of that town, is that there are no collections 
of provincial tokens within its limits. The same ignorance 
might be found to be true with regard to other towns, where 
tokens have been issued. Take one that, from its proximity 
to his own place of residence, will make the point clearer to 
Mr. Richardson, In the year 1837, a trade token \y ŝ struck
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for a business firm in the town of Dover, N. H., and 
although a very common coin, I will venture to say that 
few if any of its citizens know anything about that coin, 
none, perhaps except its coin collectors.

From these errors, or rather egregious blunders, made by 
one who writes with all the assurance of a connoisseur, can 
we wonder that Mr. Appleton should express 
himself so strongly with regard to any but professionals 
writing on Numismatic subjects. The expression profess
ional, as Mr. Appleton uses it in his criticism, is not intend
ed to indicate a deeply learned Numismatician nor neces
sarily a coin expert, but simply a careful and studious 
collector. For by no amount of reading, by no amount of 
deep study, without the constant handling, comparing and 
arranging of coins themselves, can any man become a 
professional, and it is folly for any to otherwise attempt to 
write intelligently on the subject.
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O N E P A G E OF M A N ITO BA ’S ARCHAEOLOGY. 

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  N o r t h  W e s t  M o u n d s . 

, IX T E E N  miles north of the City of Winnipeg, on
the east bank of the Red River, are situated 
some tumuli of the Mound Builders. On the 
29th of August last I made some extensive ex

cavations in one, known as the McLeod Mound, on 
the property of Angus McLeod. With ten men as 
assistants. I decided to go on with the preliminary 
uncovering, as well as to complete the examination of 
two pits that had been sunk in the mound years 
before. During the day a number of articles were uncover
ed, which are now deposited in the Museum of the Society in 
Winnipeg.

Some days after this, I accompanied a party of friends
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who drove down to inspect the mounds. On arriving there 
most of the number expressed a desire to do some digging, 
and I set them to work with a spade and grubbing-hoe.

McLeod, the owner of the land, having appeared, I asked 
him to accompany me to the river-bank, about 500 
yards distant. In conversation he informed me that a 
beautifully wrought stone pipe, weighing a pound and a half, 
had been found in one of the fields, between the mound 
and the river, and that, years ago, the plow-share turned up 
many flint arrowheads, and several flint axe like implements. 
As usual in such cases the articles were found only to be 
thrown away or lost. Afterwards, in speaking to the find
er of the pipe mentioned, I learned that it was finely carv
ed, having the form of a bear on one side and a frog on the 
other. The old maps of the last century, show that a nation 
called the Bears, inhabited the country north of Rainy Lake. 
If this pipe was a totemic one, there may have been some 
connection between the owner and the Bear Nation.

We examined the fields as We passed through them, but 
nothing was found before we arrived at the river bank. 
Directly in front of the mounds, the river takes a 
sweep, and constructed as they are, on the highest point in 
that locality, a beautiful view may here be had from their 
summit, both up and down the stream. The land slopes 
gradually back from the river bank, which is not very abrupt. 
The beach is composed of gravel and boulders, washed 
from the drift, covering a limestone ridge, which here crosses 
the course of the river at right angles. During the great 
flood of 1852, when the country about Winnipeg was cover
ed with water, this locality was high and dry. No doubt 
the mound builders had some experience of floods, and 
selected this elevated ground for the site of their mounds 
and camping place.

It was here, that the first settlers, three quarters of a 
century ago, found the best fishing grounds on the rivgr.
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Stories are yet told by their descendants of the moving 
masses of sturgeon and other fish that were seen below 
the “rapids,” while it is at present the favourite resort of the 
people living in the neighbourhood who want a supply of fish.

We searched along the river bank, where the clay sub-soil 
had been washed down leaving a steep pitch or face of three 
or four feet in depth, and here I soon found traces of aboriginal 
work, in the form of a perfect little arrowhead, fashioned 
from rock crystal.

An examination of the gravel at the foot of the incline, 
revealed the presence of a large quantity of flint and other 
hard stone chipping«, broken arrowheads, and a few points 
evidently rej'ected on account of flaws in the material, dis
closed in the process of working them, together with 
some excellent specemins of finely finished arrowheads. A l
together I secured 183 arrowpoints in various stages of man
ufacture, and as many chips as I could carry in my pockets.

Prospecting up the incline from the water’s edge, I soon 
discovered the level in the bank from which all these frag
ments had been washed. It was about two feet below 
the surface.

Taking this level as a starting point, I examined along 
the bank and soon noticed patches of reddish colored 
clay, ashes and charcoal. Digging into these exposed masses 
of ashes, I found charcoal, bones of the buffalo, deer and 
the beaver and, in a few places, pockets filled with fish scales, 
yellowed by age, so fragile that they fell into minute 
particles when touched. Fragments of pottery appeared 
everywhere, though none of large size. Judging from the 
curve and thickness of the ׳rim pieces, some of the vessels 
must of been of one or two gallons capacity. During the 
afternoon I gathered rim and other fragments of pots, which 
show 37 distinct styles of marking or decoration, by indent
ation. The impressions were made by instruments 
having both smooth and serrated points of different sizes.
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As a rule a number of lines run around the neck, 
either plain grooves or pie-crust pattern. Between these 
horizontal lines, running parallel to each other, are short con
necting bars of the same character, inclining diagonally 
to the right or left in different samples. In some cases 
the connecting bar runs half way to the left, and then 
to the right until it meets the next line above. Some pat
terns have pits of different sizes indented between the horiz
ontal lines. The tops of the rims are invariably indented 
in some style and in a number of specemins I find the pat
tern continued for an inch or so on the inside of the mouth 
of the vessel. The bodies of the pots are marked in many 
ways by lines, coarse and fine, running at all angles, by fine 
lines drawn from top to bottom in a very neat manlier, and 
by small crescent shaped marks evidently made by the tip 
of a finger nail.

The earthenware in color averages from a light drab clay 
to dark brown or black. It is generally strong and firm, being 
composed of the clay found in the neighbourhood mix
ed with pulverized decomposed granite, the particles of 
mica glisten in nearly every fragment, and in thick coarse 
pieces a large proportion of the granite is found in grains of 
the size of duck shot. Several lumps of this granite were 
found in the bank with fragments of pottery and 
evidently was the material decomposed for admixture with 
the clay.

What strikes me as peculiar is the fact that most of 
the fragments bear traces of fire on the inside surface while 
the outside is clean and light colored. This being the case 
I am inclined to think that the pottery was baked by 
placing fire in the inside, though McLeod pointed out a hole 
in the bank that he declared had been used as an oven, the 
clay was baked quite hard, while the vicinity was literally 
strewn with fragments of pottery.

Some of the darker colored pieces appear to have come
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from pots that had been much used, and some substance is 
encrusted on them, which might, under the microscope, tell 
a tale.

A  small axe of limestone was found which had been care
fully worked into shape. It is about four inches long and two 
and a half inches broad, with a thickness of half an inch. 
One cutting face is worked down to an edge and two nicks or 
cuts show where the cord or sinew tied it to the handle. It 
was either the plaything of a child or was used for killing 
fish, when taken from the water, as it was too soft a stone 
to use on wood.

Two small water-worn boulders picked up show the 
marks of scratches and pounding, one of an oval shape has 
one end completely worn away by pounding. From their 
shape and appearance I imagine they were tools for chip
ping flints. McLeod informed me that the Indians said 
that long ago they used such stones for that purpose.

I found three beads during the visit. Two are of shell 
(one crumbled into thin scales,) each a half inch wide, and 
very thin, the hole in the centre small and bored from one 
side. They were evidently made from the common river mus
sel shells, which occur in abundance on the river-side in the 
neighborhood. The third bead is of slatey stone, about an 
inch in diameter, with a hole in the centre, one sixth of an 
inch wide. It appears to be water-worn and I am told that 
similar ones are sometimes picked up on the east shore of 
Lake Winnipeg.

A  peculiar tube about five inches in length and a quarter of 
an inch in diameter was next discovered. It is of red colored 
porous earthenware with a hole running through it length
wise as large as that found in an ordinary clay tobacco pipe. 
Unfortunately this broke into several pieces but the fractures 
are clean and bright colored and it bears no marks of having 
absorbed juice or other matter, I have no idea for what purpose 
the tube could have been used. It is too fragile for an orna
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ment or pipe stem, and certainly has not been used as either. 
It may have been part of the paraphernalia of a Medicine
man, for stone tubes larger and stronger, are common in 
the mounds. I took three from a mound near this place.

From the debris was taken a baked clay lump well round
ed except at one place where it had evidently rested when 
baking. The groove running around it was likely intended 
to be used to tie it to a net or line as a sinker.

A  curiously shaped piece of flint was found by McLeod, 
who at once pointed out its resemblance to the “sunfish” of 
the Red River. Viewed in one way it resembles a fish, 
and in another a bear. While it has evidently been most 
carefully chipped into its present form, I do not attach 
much importance to the resemblance mentioned, as it may 
be purely accidental.

The question arises, are these the remains of the Mound 
Builders who constructed the tumuli situated close by, or 
has this place been the camping and refuse ground of the 
Crees and Assiniboines, who held possesssion of the lower 
Red River Country when the French Adventurers under 
La Verendraye first made their appearance in it.

Let us examine the evidence collected. The Mounds 
are situated on a clay ridge (which some people possessed 
of vivid imaginations make out to be a fortified embank
ment) about 500yards back from this old camping ground 
which is as fine a location for camping as could be ,desired.

That the Builders were in the vicinity for a lengthened 
pace of time is shown by the number of interments in the 
mounds at different and irregular levels, and the great 
quantity of calcined bones and charcoal found mixed 
through the soil. Fish, without doubt, formed to a great 
extent their food and here it was to be had in plenty.

The line of “kitchen midden” is plainly traced in the 
river bank, about two feet below the surface of the surround
ing level It must have taken a very long time to deposit
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two feet of soil, even if some of it had been washed down 
from the higher level, for there is a good depth of loam 
covered with a sod, capping the bank.

The markings on the pottery found in the riverbank are 
identical in many cases, with those taken from the mounds 
near by.

The shell beads are facsimilies of two taken by myself 
from the very bottom of the McLeod Mound.

There is the decayed trunk of a tree, (elm I think) con
siderably over two feet in diameter, still standing upright at 
the very edge of the riverbank. I dug well under the large 
roots of this tree into the solid earth, which was burnt hard, 
and took out several flints, fragments of pottery and one of 
the shell beads.

This tree has grown over the deposits since they were 
covered with soil.

Catlin informs us that the Assiniboines cooked their 
food by placing heated stones in skins filled with water 
until the water boiled. If they had ever used pottery it is 
not likely that they would have gone back to skin kettles, 
and these are the Indians, with the Crees, who inhabited 
Manitoba within historic times.

There seems to be every reason for deciding that this 
was the campground of the Mound Builders and theirs the 
remains now being washed out from the bank of the Red 
River.

Perhaps when trained and competent ethnologists explore 
and carefully examine these Mounds and camp grounds they 
may arrive at an approximate age for them.

The site is such an excellent one for hunters that most 
likely Indians have camped there, off and on, since the 
Mound Builders disappeared, and it will be difficult to decide 
as to which people belonged many of the articles found on 
or very near the surface of the ground. The carved stone 
pipe found in a field is an example, the position in which
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it was found gives no due to its former ownership.
Especially will it be difficult to distinguish between 

stone articles because they are nearly all rude, differing 
only in the degree of finish, a difference that might be the 
variation existing between the skill of two individuals of 
the same tribe working together.

C h a s . N. B e l l . F.R.G.S
Winnipeg, Nov. nth 1885.

A N  OLD L A N D M A R K  OF H A L IF A X .

F IR E  broke out recently in Belvedere, “the Infants 
Home” Halifax. Happily, the fire occurred in the 
day time, otherwise the consequences might have 
been more serious. It is probably the oldest house 

in the city. Its frame was originally erected on the site of the 
provincial building in 1755, and was the residence of several 
successive governors till 1813, when, in order to make room 
for the Provincial Parliament House, it was removed to 
where it at present stands on Tower Road. An engraving 
of the town made about 1777, exhibits this building as of 
two stories, slightly elevated on a green bank with an open 
space in front, and sentry-boxes at the corners. It was in 
this building that Governors Lawrence, Wilmot and Parr 
died. The meetings of His Majesty’s council were held 
there from 1755, or thereabouts, until 1813. Governor 
Wentworth there entertained Prince Edward, the Queen’s 
father, 1800 and 1801 and Prince William Henry, King 
William IV ,, a  few years before, and during the reign of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the Duke of Orleans, afterwards King 
Louis Philppe of France found an asylum with Governor 
Wentworth for a short time on his way to or from the 
United States,
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R ED  R IV E R  IN T H E  O LD EN  TIM E.
Continued from  page 120.

Letters from Gov, Miles Macdonell, to his brother William, then resid
ing at Boston Mass.

Albany, 30th November 1817.
Received at Boston 15th Dec 1817,

My Dear Brother,
I had the pleasure to receive two letters 

from you, Augt. 25th and 3rd April last, in the course of 
his summer at Red River. I left Fort William for the in
terior on the 1 5th Oct. last year, the ice stopped my progress 
by open water at Lac la Plui, from thence we made a 
campaign in the winter to Red River and once more took 
possession of it for the right owners; the enemies posts 
were taken one after an other, by surprise, before.they could 
know that we were in the country ; our success was com
plete in that quarter and without bloodsed, but not without 
suffering nuch fatigue and cold, as must be expected at that 
season. The Forts of Lac la Plui, Fort Daer, Fort Douglas 
and Bas de la Riviere Ouinipique, (or Winnipeg) ? fell into 
our hands with many prisoners and papers of importance dis- 
coveringtheir hostile intentions agains this Lordship and peo
ple had the expedition been delayed till summer, they would 
have been fully prepared and would have cut us off on the 
Portages and narrow waters. A  great deal of the property 
plundered Trom the Red River settlement and all the 
artillery &c. were recovered. Lord Selkirk passed the 
winter at Fort William and reached Red River in June. 
Two commissioners have been appointed by theGoverment 
to enquire specially into the disturbances in the interior, 
one of them reached Red River. All the prisoners we took 
are sent to Canada for trial, open hostilities have apparently 
ceased for the present and it is to be hoped the laws will 
have their due course. The settlers that were driven away 
last year returned this summer to Red River. The natives 
have given a regular conveyance of the soil to his Lordship
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and the settlement is now once more going on for the third 
time. I left Red River 23rd Ju ly  for Montreal and was 
arrested in passing Fort William by our adversaries, al
though I had a pasport from Commissioner Coltman, had 
to appear at Sandwich to answer the accusation, from 
thence I came down Lake Erie, and from Buffalo by land 
here, in preferance of going down by Niagara and Kingston 
to Montreal. The main object of my arrest was to prevent 
my getting there so soon. Our conquest of last winter 
gave us the full command of the communication, no North- 
Wester could have gone in or out of the country, but the 
activity of our enemy got over that difficulty, they took 
care to have the first story told in their own favor in Lon
don and made interest to obtain a Royal Proclamation 
commanding the surrender of all places taken during the 
disturbances, to the original owners or builders of them, by 
which we will only retain of our conquest, Fort Douglas, the 
seat of the settlement, but the proclamation leaves the sight 
to be hereafter decided. This has given them a momentary 
cause of triumph, but must be ultimately in our favor when 
it shall be made appear they have carried their imposition 
even to the foot of the throne. I fear you will not be able 
to read this hasty scribble. I have just appeared here and 
must be off at four tomorrow morning for Montreal, which 
I am promised to be carried into in three days time. I 
have great expectations of being able to go to see you this 
winter, but cannot speak positiveily till I reach Montreal 
My son *Donald being a young lieutenant in his Regt. has 
been reduced on half pay and is waiting my arrival in Can
ada, My compliments to my friend William and to your 
wife and little family.

In great haste,
I remain, your ever affectionate brother,

M i l e s  M a c d o n e l l .
W m . J .  M a c d o n e l l .

*Donald was subsequently Sheriff of the Eastern District, and afterward for 
many years Warden of the Kingston Penitentiary. W. MacD.

168 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

O r ig in a l fro m

• U N IV E R S IT Y  O F W IS C O N S IND ig it iz e d  b y  Google



»69A » B  NUMISMATIC JOURNAL

Letter from Miles Macdonell to his Brother William, :—

Montreal, July 1818.
My Peat Brother,

You would perhaps have expected to 
have heard fro» me ere now, as you certainly had some 
right to do, but I am no more fond of writing, than some 
of my friends and cam never prevail on myself to begin, a 
letter until there is absolute necessity for it, or that it can 
bo longer be put off, and now that I am about setting; out 
for U. Canada, I may be away for a couple of months, it is 
highly proper that you should receive a short line from me.
I shall not at present attempt to give you an account of 
legal proceedings between the N. W. Co, and us ; suffice it 
to say that they have aot been able to substantiate the 
slightest charge against any of us, while we have an infinite 
number of indictments for capital offences against the agents, 
partners, clerks, etc., of that iniquitous association, which I 
think are chiefly comprehended in a piece inserted in the 
Courant of —  called the Grand Comet, which if you 
have not seen, I shall send you. The rascals abscond and 
cannot be found' to be brought to trial. One conviction has 
taken place at Quebec, Charles de Reinhard, a N. W. clerk 
for the murder of Owen Keveny, but Arch. McLellan, a 
partner, equally guilty, has been acquitted ; this took place 
in June. My affair is at an end, without coming to a trial, 
by a not lie prosequi being entered by order of the Governor 
so that you need no longer be uneasy for my fate. Lord 
Selkirk has gone to U. Canada, ten days ago. with a posse 
of evidence to attend the courts there ; it is not expected 
that much will be done further than procuring some more 
bills of indictment against them, and getting rid of accusa
tions against us. Warrants are to be sent immediately into 
the interior for the arrest of the felons, but it is very unsatis
factory that those already brought down have almost all
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been admitted to bail and consequently disappeared. The 
colony on the Red River is however going on in a progres
sive state ; two Catholic priests are going up this spring to 
remain permanently there, and many families from Lower 
Canada.

Although my visit to Boston was so very short, I am glad 
that I made it, to have seen your folks, with whom I am 
well pleased. In course of the autumn, should a private 
opportunity occur, I shall send you some pamphlets etc. 
respecting our affairs of Red River, for the information of 
our friends in your quarter.

I remain my dear William,
Your ever affectionate brother,

M i l e s  M a c D o n e l l .

N. B .—A  number o f references to family affairs are omitted. W. M a c D .

Toronto, Oct, 20th, 1885.

₪N London recently a remarkable book was sold 
for ;£980. It is a MS. of 257 folio leaves of 
vellum, written in the fifteenth century, and is a 
chronicle of the early history of Normandy. 

Nothing can exceed the delicacy of the miniatures with 
which it has been embellished, from the first of them, which 
represents the arrival of Duke Rollo at Rouen, to the last, 
which represents the siege of Chalus, where Richard Cceur 
de Lion received his death wound from an arrow shot by 
Bertrand de Gourden. The series includes the death of 
Edward the Confessor and the coronation of Harold, the 
landing of William the Conqueror, the battle of Hastings, 
the carrying of Harold’s body to Waltham Abbey, the fu
neral of William, and the coronation of Rufus by Archbishop 
Lanfranc— all executed in the highest style of Burgundian 
art, and with the minutest attention to every detail of archi

A  R E M A R K A B L E  BOOK.

tecture, costume and armour.
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B A T T L E  O F S E V E N  O AK S.

N the 19th of June, 1816, the sentinel in Fort 
Douglas discovered a company of armed horse
men advancing towards the Fort from the western 
plain. Governor Semple, then in command at 

Fort Douglas, collected a party of about thirty men armed 
with old muskets and fowling pieces, and went out to intercept 
the advancing foe, who seemed inclined to avoid Fort Doug
las and were passing down towards Kildonan. The enemy, 
seeing Mr. Semple advancing, came to meet him and sur
rounded his party in the form of a half moon. A  French 
Canadian named Boucher, a clerk in the service of the North- 
West company, approached the Governor’s party and making 
sign with his hand he addressed the Governor in English, 
asking him “ What do you want ?” The Governor replied by 
asking, “What do you want yourself?” After some dispu
tation between the clerk and the Governor the former said, 
“ Miserable rogue, why have you destroyed our fort ?” The 
Governor thereupon seized the bridle of Boucher’s horse, 
saying, "Wretch, do you dare to speak so to me ?” A  
scuffle followed, and shots were exchanged, Boucher manag
ing to beat a hasty retreat to his party. Firing became 
general, and Governor Semple was among the first to fall with 
a broken thigh. Twenty-one out of the twenty-eight men 
who composed Semple's party were killed. In the course 
of the struggle the wounded governor, addressing the leader of 
the Northwest party, asked him if his name was not Grant. 
On being answered in the affirmative he said that his wound 
was not deadly and if brought to the fort he might survive. 
Mr. Grant seemed anxious t# save the governor’s life, but 
one of the half-breeds came along and shot the wounded 
governor through the head. The whole of the white settlers 
on the Red River who claimed allegiance to the Hudson’s 
Bay Co. were then made prisoners, and after some delay
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were transported to the north end of Lake Winnipeg, but 
the contending companies having settled their disputes by 
amalgamation the Selkirk settlers were permitted to vefcura 
to their deserted homes.

1,72 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN.

A  T R A G IC A L  IN CID EN T. *
kN the morning of the 29th August l66l, Mr. 

LeMaistre, a young priest of St. Sulpice, went 
■ out to the St. Gabriel Farm where the Gentle
men of the Seminary had about fourteen or 

fifteen men employed. On his arrival he took them to a 
neighbouring field— about Seigneurs or Richmond Streets, 
near the Lachine Canal—and set them to work turning over 
wet wheat The men dispersed in several directions, not 
caring much where they laid down their arms, and vigor
ously engaged in •labour, not however, without some appre
hension., as •certain traces indicating danger had been dis
covered which made them feel that the Iroquois might not 
be far away.

Mr. LeMaistre informed of this was advised to keep on 
the lookout. In order to find out the ambuscade, should
there be one, he made a diligent search, but having dis
covered nothing that could sustain the servants well found
ed apprehensions, he contented himself with walking up 
and down the field, on the border of the forest, reciting his 
breviary.

All at once the Onnontaguas, who had all this time been 
silently creeping up to the place, came suddenly out of the 
bush and ran towards the priest with the evident Intention 
of taking him alive. There were from fifty to sixty Indians 
who thus precipitated themselves on the labourers, uttering 
at the same time, their formidable war whoop.

* This might well be added to the interesting ,paper contributed by Mr• 
Lyman, on Fort St. Gabriel which appears in this number,
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Far from shirking the danger, the good missionary takes 
up a heavy cutlass, threatens the barbarians with it, keeps 
them at a respectful distance, and in the meantime, cries 
out to the men to keep dp their courage and place them
selves on the defence.

The Iroquois, seeing that Mr. LeMaistre was in drew road 
and thus giving time to his men to pick up their arms, and 
despairing of their being able to take him alive,shot him down. 
Wounded to death, he still had, however, energy enough to 
run towards his men and command them to withdraw, after 
which he fell dead at their feet They retired in good order 
and threw themselves into the farm, where they were quite 
out of danger; two of them however, were unable to escape 
the pursuit of the Iroquois  ̂ one was killed and the other 
taken prisoner.

Undisputed masters of the field of battle, the Onnonta- 
guas turned all their rage upon the dead. They threw them
selves upon the young missionary and cut off his head, 
which they wrapped op in his linen ׳handkerchief and carried 
it away, and <did the like tiling to Gabriel Rie, killed at the 
same time.

In order to manifest their great joy at having killed a 
Robe Noire, they uttered several times loud cries, and one of 
the party went so far as to strip the dead body of the priest 
and cover his own form with the soutane, in which costume 
he had the audacity to go and show himself in view of the 
first houses of Ville Marie, threatening and insulting its 
inhabitants.

This death cast a great gloom over the small Colony 
which attained its very height when his successor asprocurtur 
of the Seminary, Mr. Vignal, two months latter, was killed, 
roasted and eaten up by the Iroquois on the small island, 
called Ilea la Pierre, opposite the city, where he had repaired 
with several inhabitants to draw stone for the erection of 
the Seminary buildings.

G. B.
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M E A N D E R IN G S  IN  H IST O R Y .
Read before the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society,

ALTHOUGH, perhaps, strictly speaking I should 
have confined myself to the history of Canada, 
I, nevertheless, trust you will grant me what I 
will call “ historian’s license,” to ramble a little 

at intervals,— not that I would admit that Canadian history 
does not offer a very wide field for research; on the contrary, 
I believe there is no country of its age which presents so 
many points of interest for the antiquarian and historical 
student as Canada. I believe there are no cities that are 
more completely steeped in historic associations than Quebec 
and Montreal. The objects of interest are concentrated 
within so small a space that -a short walk in any direction 
enables the visitor to reach them from the centre of either 
of the cities mentioned. The very names of the streets 
suggestively perpetuate historical events.

Let us think (en passant) what the study of history ought 
to be, and what, a la s ! it is with the majority of people 
who ought to know better, and who yet would set them
selves up as competent authorities. We may take a few 
illustrations at random :— The gross and culpable ignorance 
of English journalists upon Canadian geography and Cana
dian politics has been more than once remarked upon. I f 
the ignorance were plain and conspicuous not much harm 
would be done, because every reader could correct the mis
takes for himself. Unfortunately the British journalists 
who undertake to write upon Canada just know enough to 
mislead their readers. For a long time the leaders upon 
Canadian affairs in the Times were something more than 
ridiculous, and might have seriously influenced the placing of 
a Canadian loan upon the English market but for the fact 
that financiers take care to inform themselves of facts about
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foreign nations more intimately than the gentlemen who 
think London is the world.

We have one English j'ournal gravely talking of the 
bridge ‘ from  Montreal to Port Hope, across the St. Lawrence", 
and another suggests as a means of cutting down expenses, 
that “ instead o f building the W elland Canal, the Niagara 
R iver should be dredged!'

We can only wonder if the editors of those papers evolve 
geography and engineering out of their inner conscious
ness.

A  French journal informs us that “the great trouble in 
America is that the F ijian s may take Canada.” Such terrible 
mistakes as these are surely calculated to teach journalists 
modesty.

I read in a Boston newspaper the other day the following 
anecdote, touching one of their celebrities:—

“ Whether or not,” said a counsel in his pompous way, to a witness on 
“ the stand, ‘You saw your son last Saturday ?  ‘I did,’ answered the 
“ witness. •Whether or not you know that you did ?’ continued the coun- 
“ sel. ‘I do,’ said the witness, ‘How do you know you did? persisted 
“ the lawyer. Witness, after a pause,— ‘Too much for me, better send for 
“ Joseph Cook.’

It may be worth while to see what sort of an authority 
Mr. Cook is on matters of history. The Rev. Joseph Cook 
is one of those men who astonishes his audiences with the 
wild vastness of his information. In a lecture he delivered 
at Troy, he told how, when Napoleon had invested Warsaw 
with his armies and reduced it to extremities, he telegraphed 
to Paris a despatch couched in the memorable words 
“ Order reigns at W arsaw."

It is really strange that a man like Mr. Cook, who is a 
graduate of Yale College and has travelled extensively in 
Europe, should be guilty of such an error as this. When 
we consider the magnitude of his knowledge of philosophy, 
and the Greek and Latin classics, not to speak of the 
musical glasses and Adam Smith, we are filled with chagrin 
to find him making such a mistake.
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He should »ever deal with history, for this is. a depart
ment of thought with which some people axe familiar.. He 
should; not tell us that Napoleon telegraphed a despatch 
to• Paris, because the telegraph was mot known then in: France, 
— though, possibly, ancient Greece was familiar with it. He 
should not speak of the investment of Warsaw by׳ the 
French army under Napoleon, for here the merest tyro may 
trip hit« up*

I still think, (the Rev. Joseph Cook to the contrary not
withstanding,) that the Polish Rebellion of 1830 occurred 
simultaneously with the fell1 of the Bourbon dynasty!» France, 
and after the insurrection of Warsaw was put down•, Poland 
looked to France for support, and1 the National! Guard, the 
press and the people demanded that prompt assistance 
should be given her, but the Government of Louis Philippe 
remained deaf to all appeal's. Poland fell and the Government 
became more unpopular than ever when Sébastian!, who 
was, Minister of Foreign Affairs, announced the termination 
of the struggle in the following wards.־-—,'-Des lettres que je  
reçois de Pologne m'annoncent que la  tranquillité régne dans 
la Varsovie” that is— “ M Y L E T T E R S  FR O M  POLAND• AN

NOUNCE T H A T  o r d e r  r e i g n s  A T  W ARSAW .”  Furthermore, 
I have always been under the impression that Napoleon 
died at St. Helena on May 5, 182!.

It may even be that when Mr. Cook speaks of evolution 
he has but the very vaguest idea of his subject. When he 
rips up the carpet that Darwin has laid down as a grass for 
the world, it may be that he doesn’t know what he is 
about. I  venture to throw out the suggestion that people 
who believe in the Rev. Joseph Cook, ought to think before 
they trust him in philosophy, because we see that in the 
case of “Order reigns at W arsaw," he was so thoroughly 
abroad.

We may find another example nearer home, one of our 
Canadian writers, Mr. Edmund Collins, has recently penned
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a sketch of our “parliamentary capital" and after tracing its 
rise and progress, he favours us with this choice bit of 
history;—

“ In 1849 a Tory mob in Montreal did itself the credit of burning down the 
“ parliament buildings, stoning the Governor General, and poking sticks 
“ through a portrait of the Queen. The representatives never returned to 
“ the riotous city, but chose Quebec in its stead. In 1858 the legislature 
“ had grown sick of the continuous packing, moving and unpacking, and 
“ decided to ask Her Majesty to become arbitrator in the matter, and name 
“ a city for the permanent residence of parliament. The Queen took a map 
“ Of the wild colonies, and called one or two of her trusty councillors to her 
“ side. The Duke of Wellington put his pointer upon a little black dot 
“ marked ‘Bytown,1 and said :—‘That is a suitable place, your Majesty, 
“ it stands on the borders of both provinces, and it is a place of little im- 
“ portance in the English province.’ Her Majesty accepted the advice, and 
“ signified her choice to the Canadian government. Not a little excitement 
“ was manifested when it became known that the place chosen for the Capital 
“ was a certain modest village town, perched on high bluffs and intervening 
“ valleys, between the spray and roar of headlong waterfalls. This decision 
“ brought the ‘arctic lumber village’ into prominence; and a gentleman with 
“ a very bitter and therefore somewhat unreliable tongue, in latter years, 
“ when referring to its selection, said ‘It was to become the cemetery of 
“ political morality for this country.’ Of course the city has never con- 
“ sidertd that it received any honour in being chosen; but quite the contrary 
“ it’s very insignificance was its passport to distinction. As Mr. Oxley has 
“ happily said, it was the dark horse in the contest for the capitalship,”  

Whilst we are willing to admit the sagacity of the “Iron 
Duke,” I must take exception to Mr. Collins’s statement, for 
the simple reason that the Duke died in September 1852;— 
I saw the “ lying in state” at Chelsea Hospital, and also the 
funeral procession on its way to S t  Paul’s Cathedral, so 
that this Ottawa story must be taken cum gratw salis.

Moreover, I may add that the name of Bytown was 
changed to Ottawa in 1854, (to date from January 1st 1855,) 
consequently Mr. Collins’ history is somewhat “mixed.” 

Further I will cite the well-known Arch-Bohemian George 
Augustus Sala, who has twice honoured Montreal with his 
presence, and who, in the magazine “Temple Bar” some 
years since, in a running fire of ignorant slang, described 
Notre Dame Street, and proh pudor\ talked of the statue
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of Jacques Cartier, the old St. Malo mariner, opposite the 
Court House.! !!

There is an old German proverb which occurs to me; 
done into English, it takes this shape :—

“ Ages ago ! when earth was born,
T ru th  crept into a hunting horn ;

The hunter came, the horn was blown,
But where T ru th  went to, never was known.”

If I have among my readers any member of the 
newspaper profession, I need offer but little excuse for giv
ing a short extract from an address by the Rev. Mr. Tal- 
mage, (another history-monger by the b ye!) on the tax 
upon the faith of newspaper men :—

“ One of the greatest trials of the newspaper profession, is that its members 
“ are compelled to see more of the shams of the world than any other pro
fession . Through every newspaper office, day after day, go all the weak
nesses of the world ; all the vanities that want to get puffed ; all the reven
u e s  that want to be reaped ; all the mistakes that want to be corrected; 
“ all the dull speakers who want to be thought eloquent; all the meanness 
“ that wants to get its wares noticed gratis in the editorial column, in order 
“ to save the expense of the advertisement columns ; all the men who want 
“ to be set right, who were never right; all the crack-brained philosophers 
“ with stories as long as their hair, and as gloomy as their finger-nails ; all 
“ the bores who come to stay five minutes, but who talk five hours. Through 
"the editor’s and reporters’ rooms all the follies and shams of the world are 
“ seen day after day ; and the temptation is to believe in neither God nor 
“ man. It is no surprise to me that in this profession there are some skepti
c a l  men; I only wonder that journalists believe anything.”

Much attention has been given to the nomenclature of 
cities, towns, streets and localities generally. It is very in
teresting to trace the origin of names, in some cases much fun 
has been made of the manner in which old country and 
classical names re-appear on this continent.

The state of New York is full of examples. In the early 
part of the century the worthy Surveyor-General Simeon 
DeWitt, shook his classical pepper-pot over central New York, 
and left its innocent villages smarting with such names as 

“ David, Marcellus, Ilion, Rome, Carthage, Ithaca, Troy, Utica, Syracuse, 
“ Manlius, Pompey,
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and other famous names of men and cities ; all over the con
tinent this same mistake has been made.

We are not quite free from this weakness in Canada, we 
have our

“ Athens, Marathon, Cæsarea and Troy.”

Instead of retaining Indian names of localities or giving 
them names commemorative of events associated with the 
places, or derived from some striking physical features or re
markable characters connected with them : English, Scotch׳ 
Irish, Dutch, Latin, Greek, &c, names which one can never 
dissever from their old country associations, and which there 
is not the slightest reason for applying here, are repeated 
usque ad nauseam.

Perhaps the neatest thing in recent names in the United 
States may be found in Arizona. We find an ambitious 
new settlement rejoicing in the name of “ T o t a l  W r e c k ,’ ’ 

one of its principal towns is christened “ T O M BSTO N E,”  whilst 
it has a newspaper called the “ E p i t a p h .”

We will pass over the vanity of early settlers in certain 
localities christening their places with such dissonant names as 

“ Smith’s Falls, Jones’ Mills, Campbell’s Cross, Egansville, Snowdon- 
villeetc., etc.”
Let us take however, a score of examples of outré titles of 
towns in the Dominion. As a memento of a veritable man 
of letters, we have "Cadm us" as representing literature we find 

“ Homer, Milton, Shakespeare, Byron. Dickens, and Tennyson.”

Naturally enough, the names of our Governors-General 
have furnished a plentiful supply : *. g.

“ Kempt, Durham, Colborne, Sydenhjim, Cathcart, Elgin, Head. Lisgar, 
“ Monck, Dufferin and I .orne,” —

who appears to ha’ve been so popular that we have the name 
four times repeated, and once amplified into Lorneville. Our 
present Governor must have been thus honoured before he 
came amongst us, for we find a village near Kingston, bear
ing the name of Lansdowne.

Of heroes of the hour, we have 
"Havelock, Raglan and Wolseley.”
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As representing the political world are
“ Bright, Cobden, Gladstone, three times repeated, and Beaconsfield.”

We have also
“ Garfield, Hanlan and Renforth.”

As might have been expected the Crimean War furnished a 
host of examples, we have

“ Four Almas, two Inkermans, two Sebastopols, Balaclava, Kars, Kertch 
"and Odessa, There are Wellingtons and Waterloos past counting, with 
“ a profusion of Londons, Glasgows, and Manchesters.”

The province of Nova Scotia is not one whit better off in 
this respect than are other parts of the Dominion. The 
names are not creditable to the ingenuity or taste of our 
forefathers, they discarded the charming “ A c a d i a ”  for the 
rather tame “ N o v a  S c o t i a ,”  although we must confess that 
this last has become so familiar to us that we could now 
scarcely wish the old name back.

Amongst the counties we have, and what state or pro
vince has not ?

“  Queen’s and King’s.”

Scarcely a name on the whole list that is not common
place. They have much more meaning however, than most 
of our provincial names. In fact for many of them there is 
a justification, although some might have been changed with 
advantage. The towns, with hardly an exception, have old 
country names, many of them substitutes for delightful In
dian ones. As an instance Weymouth, has been given to 
what should have been Sissiboo. Many others will occur 
to any one at a glance.

There is another class of names which are a discredit to 
the province. They display such paucity of invention and 
absence of taste or imagination. How maily Salmon Rivers 
have we? There are a good many rivers in Nova Scotia, 
and I think I am within the mark, when I assert that there 
are not half so many different names for them. About every 
twelve miles a Salmon River is found. St. Mary or St. 
Mary’s Bay, is given to bays and rivers again and again.
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Another very common style is to call a place by the num
ber of miles it is distant from some other place. This might 
have been of a little service perhaps, in days of stage coaches, 
but has no excuse now. Examples of this method of giving 
names are too familiar to require mention.

We have some charming names in the list, we have Clam 
Harbor, Spry Bay, Oyster Pond, Herring Cove, Salmon 
Rivers, (as I have said) without number, Shad Bay, Blind 
Bay, Devil’s Island and others equally elegant.

Surely these names do not do justice to the places to 
which they are applied, they must repel strangers and do in
jury ; their very sound makes one elevate the nose. No 
one wishes to come near places bearing such malodorous 
names. If a little industry were bestowed on an endeavour 
to revive some of the old and almost forgotten names, we 
should have many worthy of the beauties of the land.

The nomenclature of our streets in Montreal would prove 
an interesting study and might well form a subject for a sep
arate paper.

History has to deal with few things more curious than the 
way in which odd names come to be associated with nation
al parties or movements. Every political crisis gives rise 
to certain words, minted for, or adopted to, the occasion, and 
the origin of them becomes in time, matter of curious specu
lation. Party spirit is fertile in nicknames and terms of con
tempt, and while many of them die out and are forgotten, 
others stick to those to whom they are applied, and in pro
cess of time lose the “sting" which was in the original appli
cation, and so pass into general use as a mere matter of 
convenience.

Almost all our party designations were originally applied 
contemptuously. This we know; but in some cases this is 
nearly all we know. Historians find, for example, that at a 
certain period the terms “Tory” and"Whig” were in general 
use. Now, these are very peculiar terms, and it is natural
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to enquire—When and under what circumstances did they 
originate? Well there is little definite information to be 
got on the point, and what is to be obtained is unsatisfac
tory. Antiquarians tell us that “Tory meant originally, an 
Irish robber” and “the Tories were noted for their ferocity 
and murders.” Turning to “Whig,” we find it described as 
“a term originally applied to the fanatical conventiclers of 
Scotland;” and Halliwell enables us to conjecture why the 
term was used, since he describes it as a Lincolnshire word 
for sour whey— and the whey-faced conventicler was sour 
enough in all conscience. Here, then, we have the words 
in their orignal meanings, but that seems to have nothing 
whatever to do with their political meaning. How came 
they, then, to be adopted as the designations of the two 
great parties in the British House of Commons ? The 
question is more easily asked than answered. The histor
ians give all sorts of accounts, pointing to various occasions 
and different epochs, and clearly knowing very little about 
it.

In the main, we may take it that the Jacobites were the 
Tories, and the Hanoverians the Whigs, in the old, old time, 
when England was distracted by the squabbles for the sup
remacy of the rival Houses. It is not difficult to compre
hend how the country party came, through some incident 
of the time, to campare the Court party to the Polish rob
bers in Ireland, and the others, with recollections of the 
Cromwellian period still in their minds, would be likely to 
retort with something offensive, which would convey the 
idea of the reverse of what was courtly and generous; though 
why the term “Whig” was selected is a mystery. Hume 
tells us—but the statement is very doubtful— that the terms 
were first used in connection with the Meal-tub-Plot— one 
of those sham conspiracies, which people were so fond of 
getting up and creating an excitement over in what may be 
called the age of plots. This sham plot was hatched by
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one Dangerfield, who secreted a bundle of forged letters, 
whicli appeared to comprise a plot against the Duke of 
York, afterwards James II, in a meal-tub in the house of a 
woman with whom he lived, and then sent the Custom 
House officers to the house to search for smuggled goods. 
When this infamous business was brought before Parlia
ment, two Parties sprang up in connection with it. The 
one utterly discredited the whole thing, and these were 
called Tories— it is hard to see w hy; while the others 
who believed in the plot were called Whigs, with as little 
apparent reason.

However, whether Hume is ri^ht or wrong, it is certain 
that for two centuries, or thereabout, the Tories aqd the 
Whigs have divided public opinion pretty much between 
them, though not always on precisely the same grounds. 
Once the terms were defined as meaning— Tories, those 
who would curb the power of the people; Whigs,— those 
who would control the power of the Crown—which is hardly 
a sufficiently exact or capacious definition to embrace what 
the terms now imply.

Supplementing these parties, we have the Radicals ; and 
here for once we are able to see precisely in what manner 
the term arose. It was first applied as a party name in 1818, 
to Henry Hunt, Major Cartwright, and others of the same 
views, who were fond of talking of “a radical reform” in the 
representation of the country as distinct from a mere redis
tribution of seats, or enfranchisement of towns of growing 
importance, and a disfranchisement of places utterly un
worthy to exercise political rights.

Unquestionably, the happiest nickname of modern par
liamentary times is the term “Adullamites” applied by John 
Bright to Robt. Lowe and Mr. Horsman and their small 
band of followers who kicked over the traces on the oc
casion of a proposed Reform Bill.

Messrs. Lowe and Horsman had both attacked Mr. Bright
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pretty fiercely, and one passage from the exquisitely pun
gent and sarcastic rejoinder will live as long as there con
tinues to exist an interest in Parliamentary polemics.־—

“The right hon. gentleman below me (Mr. Horsman) who 
said a little against the Government, and something against 
the Bill, made an attack upon so humble an individual as 
myself. He was one of the first of the new party who gave 
expression to his great grief. He had retired into what may 
be called the political Cave o f Adullam ? into which he in
vited every one in distress, and every one who is discontent
ed, and called them around him. The right hon. gentle
man has long been anxious to form a party in this House, 
and ,there is scarcely a member at this end of the House 
who is able to address the House with affect, or to take 
part in the debates, that he has not tried to bring over to 
his party and cabal. He has succeeded in hooking the 
right hon. gentleman, the member for Caine (Mr. Lowe.) 
I know it was an opinion entertained many years ago by 
a member of the Treasury bench, that two men could make 
a party ; and a party formed of two men so amiable, and so 
discreet we may hope to see in Parliament perfectly har
monious, and distinguished by a mutual and unbroken trust. 
But there is one great difficulty which it is impossible to 
ignore; as in the Scotch terrier, that is so covered with hair 
you could not tell which was the head and which was the tail."

Mr. Bright’s humour is not sardonic as was Mr. Disraeli’s, 
but it resembles it inasmuch as its manifestations have 
chiefly been in the direction of hitting off some person or 
party by a single phrase, in Mr. Bright’s case containing a 
parallel or a comparison drawn from a source familiar to the 
least educated mind. Two at least of his happiest strokes 
of this sort have their inspiration from the Bible. Had Mr. 
Lowe wanted to say something damaging about Mr. Bright 
he would, in all probability, have looked through his Homer 
or his Horace for an illustration. When Mr. Bright desired,
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during the debate, to cover with ridicule the clique of which 
Mr. Lowe was the head, he bethought him of David’s escape 
from Achish, K ing of Gath, and the character of the people 
who subsequently foregathered with him in the Cave of 
Adullam, and a new name was added to the political vo
cabulary.

When, pending a general election, he had occasion to 
complain of the determined dissatisfaction of the Conserva
tives, he again turned to the classical book of the people, 
and on the morrow all England was laughing at the party 
who, “i f  they had been in the wilderness, would have complained 
o f the Ten Commandments as a harassing piece of legislation.”

Here is plain sailing; but we get into the fog again when 
we come to some other of the terms now quite familiar to 
us as indicating parties— not political parties— unknown to 
our forefathers.

Why, for instance, are the followers of John Wesley call
ed “ Methodists ? It is said that the term was suggested by 
the Latin appellative “Methodistae, given to a College of 
Physicians in ancient Rome in consequence of the strict 
regimen under which they placed their patients; but this is 
going a long way off to account for something, the origin of 
which probably lies much nearer home.

So again with Teetotallers. Did it originally imply per
sons who drank nothing stronger than tea, or Tea-totalers ? 
or is there any truth in the story of the stammering man 
who tried to say that he was a “ Te-tte-total abstainer,” and 
was so laughed at, that the wits applied the term to the 
party.

Why, it may be asked, should this subject engage our at
tention ? Partly because it is interesting in itself—partly 
from the fact that one or two new terms have sprung into 
use of late in connection with politics, the origin of which 
is likely to exercise the ingenuity of posterity. Only the 
close student of English parliamentary history will be able
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to make anything of the “Obstructives.” Probably it is only 
a passing phase of politics, and the name will in all proba
bility die out with the thing itself—unless, as is very likely 
it survives to express something quite differing from it, just 
as Whig and Tory have ceased to mean anything in re
lation to the Stuarts, and have come to have a distinct 
modern political significance.

And next we come to the “ Jin go es'' Will posterity 
know anything about them? And if so, what meaning 
will be attached to the name? Imagine a grubber in re
cords of the past, a century hence, anxious to ascertain what 
the term meant, and to what party in the State it applied. 
He would with difficulty gather that it, in someway, origin
ated in a popular song in which occurred the words;

“ We doii't want to fight,
But by Jingo if we do.”

What was the subtle meaning of “St. Jingo,” which made 
the name of that Saint a party cry ?

Heretofore St. George has been the patron saint of Eng
land, and his name has been used as a war-cry. Why in 
1877-78 did that of St. Jingo supplant it? That would be 
the puzzle. Turning to his books he would find that St. 
Jingo is said to be a corruption of Saint Gengulph, who, if 
I recollect rightly was hewn to pieces and displayed his 
saintly power thereupon in a miraculous fashion, inasmuch 
as when his limbs were off, they would not die like ordinary 
limbs severed from the trunk, but leaped and hopped about 
in a frisky and animated style, thereby striking terror into 
those entrusted with the Saint’s execution. Hence, as I 
take it, the popular phrase “By the living Jingo ! ”

Old Dryasdust will then proceed to enquire when this 
phrase first came into use, and will find that it was at least 
in use as far back as Oucen Anne’s time. I f  he has the 
good fortune to possess Mr. Rand’s “ Tangled Talk ” — a 
delightful book that will live— he will find there a note to
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this effect: “ I will let the phrase remain for the sake of 
saying a word for Robert Southey. He has been accused 
of irreverence for using somewhere, the expression “ By the 
living Jingo! ” It deserves to be remarked that at all events 
he did not invent it, as he is supposed to have done. It is 
in the “ Vicar of Wakefield” where it occurs as one of the 
flowers of speech of Lady Carolina Wilhelmina Skeggs.” 
All this is pretty clear, but how does it account for the 
name of the Saint becoming the name of a political party ? 
We know, of course, well enough. W e are aware of the 
excitement the song created, and of the resentment some 
part of the community feel to the sentiments it expresses.

We know, further, that by a happy thought, a letter on 
the subject in the London Times was headed “ The Jingoes!' 
It was a short, unimportant letter by Geo. Jacob Holyoake, 
but the phrase struck. From that day the ultra-war party, 
the loud and clamorous partisans of bloodshed were 
"Jingoes." It was well understood, if not very explicit, and 
it remains to be seen whether it will die out, or pass into

I am inclined, however, to award the medal for party 
names, to our neighbours over the border, the two great 
lines of demarcation v iz : Democrat and Republican are as 
obscure to understand, and as difficult to trace to their 
source as the English terms W hig and Tory, whilst it would 
require a “jury of matrons” to pronounce upon the names of 
some of the parties who have “bolted” from time to time 
(I believe that is the correct word) such as "Loco focos 
"Barnburners!' "H ard-heads!' "So ft Shells,” " J\ now-tiotkings," 
and that delightfully euphonious soubriquet "The M ug
wumps," which I think was the offspring of the last l’ resi-

On this subject of party names I will only further re
mark that it is only in times of great excitement that such 
names have any vitality in them. If we look through his-
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tory, we shall find that at the time of the Commonwealth 
in England, when political feeling was at its strongest, nick
names and party terms of contempt were plentiful as black
berries. It is not indeed a good sign of the times, indica
ting, as it always does, animosities and unrest. And as it 
has been said with truth “ Happy is the country that has no 
history,” so that epoch is to be congratulated in which there 
originates no party names.

It was the sentiment of Dogberry— often erroneously 
attributed to Mrs. Malaprop—that “ comparisons are odorous."

It need hardly be said that some people never think. 
There are people who lack the power of controlling and 
compelling thought and performing mental operations. 
One of the consequences is that in their loose, disjointed 
way they are always finding points of resemblance where 
none exist, or seeing likenesses in the absolutely unlike. 
Tell them one thing, and it reminds them of another wholly 
unlike i t ; show them an object, and they at once demand 
whether you do not think it bears a striking resemblance 
to something entirely different.

So you cannot mention anything which does not recall 
its parallel. These are the people who, when shown a baby 
are struck with the likeness to mamma, its greater likeness 
to papa, and a still more astonishing resemblance to the 
Duke of Wellington, Mrs. Fry, Frederick the Great, and a 
general round of historic personages. Tell them an anecdote 
and they hasten to remark, “ That reminds me" of another 
which would bear a striking resemblance to it were it not 
that it is quite unlike in incident, and has another point. 
Show them a building, and they are struck with its identity 
with Notre Dame or St. Peters’ at Rome, were it not that 
those structures are bigger, older, and of a different style of 
architecture.

Any attempt to institute a comparison between Earl 
Chatham and Lord Beaconsfield will be found to result in
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the fact of both being Peers, with a Parliamentary training, 
and exercising a powerful influence in shaping the legis
lative events of their day. The attempt to make out that 
Hannibal and Wellington were both of a piece in mental 
and physical calibre, can only be an effort in special plead
ing, based on the broad ground that both carried swords and 
won battles.

While the abuse of comparison is thus productive of irri
tation and evil, it need hardly be added that the use of the 
faculty is valuable. “Comparison large” is a good item in a 
phrenological statement of one’s mental claims. It is the 
basis of sound judgment of men and things, and a good 
factor in artistic capability.

All we have to do is to guard against false analogies and 
fallacious parallels, which enter so largely into our literary 
culture and social intercourse. There are true and there 
are false standards of comparison which may be applied in 
history, in politics, in art, in literature, and in life. It is 
most essential to form a habit of setting up the .true stan
dard, and thus avoiding the ridiculous spectacle which old 
Polonius presents to us when, at a hint from his Prince, he 
is equally ready to detect in a cloud, a resemblance to a 
camel, a weasel, or a whale.

It is not surprising that there should be a good deal of 
scepticism regarding the statements of historians on the 
subject of events which occurred a century or two ago when 
we find so much misconception prevalent regarding those 
that have taken place within the memory of persons now 
living, and the truth or falsehood of which could be estab
lished by reference to documents easily accessible :

It is not very long ago since the London Times said.
“ Speaking generally, no child of any class, high or low, from the child of the 
“ duke to the child of the labourer, could name the day on which any great 
“ event in history occurred ; even though duly crammed with the year. Such 
“ ignorance is not a thing to be proud of, especially as it goes much further, 
“ and a very large part of the history of our country is a blank to most Eng
l i s h  minds.”
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In Canada, not a controversy could be named, that would 
not rouse a controversy. As there were two opinions afore
time, so would there be now.

Sir Robert Walpole, during his last illness, desiring a 
friend to read to him, was asked to select the book. “Any
thing but History,” he answered, '1that must be fa lse .” The 
dying statesman, who for more than 20 years, as Prime 
Minister of England, had been making history, knew full 
well whereof he spoke. His criticism was somewhat novel 
then, but the century since its utterance has made the sneer 
a maxim. A  hundred years ago, and to the common kind 
all history was alike, the legends .of L ivy or the marvels of 
Herodotus, the gossip of Suetonius or the campaigns of 
Caesar,— all were sacred—to question them' was well nigh 
heresy, But to day is the age of the iconoclasts. Under 
their blows our idols are crumbling to powder. They dig 
up the musty records from which history has been made, 
they search into the lives of the historians to find out who 
they were, and they seek further, to find out why they wrote. 
True science is exact, for it is founded on laws which are im
mutable; true poetry is immortal, for its breath is inspi
ration ; but history is like the work of the photographer, it 
depends for its accuracy upon the material, the workman, 
the focus and the atmosphere. No wonder that the scholar 
rises from his task to say with Walpole, "It  must be fa lse."

This restless, inquisitive 19th century presses its enquiries 
everywhere, into the heavens above, into the earth beneath, 
and into the waters under the earth; but its record will con
tain no more instructive and fascinating chapter than that 
which describes its re-arrangement of the annals of the past. 
We have seen a host of great scholars, led by the audacious 
Niebuhr, reconstructing Roman history; we have seen an
other army sifting the grains of truth from the fairy tales of 
the early Greek historians; whilst, still later, an indefati
gable explorer has exhumed the wall of ancient Troy, and
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shown the world that the immortal Homer was no writer of 
romance.

But it is not ancient history alone that our scholars are 
re-writing: Men now living have seen the “ Wizard of the 
North,” change the whole face of Scotland by the magic of 
his matchless pen ; until Scott waved his wand, it was but the

but under his spell it has become, for old and young alike, 
the land of heroic daring, and romantic deeds.

What Sir Walter Scott did for Scotland, Prescott and 
Irving have done for Spain, Macaulay has accomplished for 
the England of the Puritans, and Motley has done for the 
heroes who founded the great Dutch Republic, planted the 
Colony of New York, and laid the corner stone of the 
Empire State.

And, what is of more interest to us, F rau ds Parkm an has 
done for Nouvelle France.

I would like to add a few words of encouragement in our 
work, we set out with advantages which must not be over
looked. About us every foot of soil is historic ground. 
Here has ever been the bona-fide seat of empire in Canada. 
Within the past few years the Government has awakened to 
the necessity of garnering and rescuing from oblivion the 
fleeting memorials of the past, which to the future historian 
will be priceless treasures. Of this I need not speak further, 
as, doubtless, our indefatigable and courteous archivist, Mr. 
Brymner is personally known to you all. But we have an
other duty, to my mind, even more important than that of 
gathering materials for history. It is that of making the 
rising generation appreciate the grandeur of the past. A l
most servile in following European systems of education, 
our youths can give the names of the Roman Emperors, can 
trace the dynasties of France, or tell you how constitutional 
government arose in England, but the growth of liberty at
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“ Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood.״
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home, or the genesis of our written constitutions, is to them as 
much of a.sealed book as to a graduate of Oxford or Berlin. 
This should not be, and a society like this can materially 
help to correct the evil. We owe this duty not alone to the 
scholar, but to every citizen of the State.

"H istory," says Bacon, “makes men wise," but it does much 
more, it makes them patriotic. The Greeks fought more 
bravely as they thought of Thermopylae and Marathon. We 
shall live more nobly as we think of our heroic ancestors, 
who by a contest extending over nearly two centuries, laid 
broad and deep the foundations of our freedom:—

“ They shaped our destiny, we but carve their names.״

The right side has prevailed more frequently than most 
men think. Many wars, almost all modern wars, have end
ed as a good and wise man would wish, in the victory of 
the good cause. The war for American Independence 
created the United States. In the conflict of Europe with 
the French Republic, Europe was driven back, while the 
perpetual aggressions of Napoleon I brought about the over
throw of the French Empire.

In the Crimean War, in the Italian War of 1859, in the 
American Civil War, in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, 
and others, victory has gone with right, the good cause 
triumphed.

It is often said that the losing side has inspired the best 
songs. Witness the Jacobite ditties and the Irish melodies. 
I do not gainsay the excellence of these strains, I do not 
grudge misfortune its poetical and musical consolation, but 
I am certain that the best songs owe their inspiration to the 
well-won triumphs of right. The song of Miriam and the 
song of Deborah are not the consolations of a vanquished 
cause;

״ Scots wha hae w i' Wallace bled" is not the wailing of a 
beaten host; “Rule Brita?inia" is not the dirge of a defunct 
nation.

The greatest of all songs is yet to be sung, when Wrong 
is utterly overthrown, when Right is altogether triumphant.
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